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NEXT MEETING: Monday 21 September at 7.30pm 

Our next meeting will feature BHS Life Member Colin 
Harris who will speak on the topic, Oases in the 
Desert: the mound springs of inland Australia.  

As President of the Friends of Mound Springs, Colin will 
bring his environmental, geographic, and historical 
skills and knowledge to tell us of these significant 
outback natural features. Full details of Colin’s 
presentation can be found in the flyer on page 4. 

OCTOBER MEETING: Monday 19 October at 7.30pm 

Another of our members will speak at the October Meeting. Roger Harris (not 
to be confused with Colin above!) will speak about his great-grandfather 
Charles Hope Harris: Surveyor, Astronomer and Toponymist. Roger, who is 
a member of our BHS Committee, is a retired Professor in Adult Education at 
the University of South Australia and in his retirement has returned to his 
original discipline and interest in history. Roger’s story of his ancestor, who 
arrived with his family in Adelaide as a 5-year-old in 1851 and then made a 
significant contribution to the colony of South Australia, will be of interest to 
us all. In an obituary published at the time of his death in 1915, Charles Hope 
Harris was described as “One of the best-known scientists and public men of 
the State”. 

URRBRAE HOUSE & ENVIRONS OUTING ON Thursday 17 September 

This outing has proved very popular and is now FULLY BOOKED with 
28 attending. We will be having two guided tours, running 
concurrently, commencing at 11am and concluding about 12.15pm 

Reminders for Participants: 
• On arrival, please park in Claremont Ave, Urrbrae, as close to 

the relocated Waite Gatehouse as you can and meet on the 
footpath outside the Gatehouse at 10.15am sharp. (see right) 
After viewing the exterior of the Gatehouse, we will move our 
cars to more convenient and longer-term parking areas. 
Directions on the day. 

• The guided tours of Urrbrae House will commence 
promptly at 11.00am. After reparking your car, please meet 
outside the back entrance to the House (on the eastern side) 

• Before you go on the outing, it is recommended that you 
research the history of Urrbrae House and the story of Peter 
Waite and his family.  

Go to this link as a starting point. Control +Click to open link 
 

https://adelaide.edu.au/partners-and-community/museums-and-galleries/waite-historic-precinct/urrbrae-
house-precinct/the-history/ 

September 2026 

 

 

 2023 
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN WITH ROGER BILLS  
I can’t help thinking about Dolly Parton, although perhaps not in 
quite the way you might suspect. Rather, I’m thinking of her in 
contrast to Mark Antony’s famous observation about Brutus: 

“The evil that men do lives after them; 
The good is oft interred with their bones.” 

Dolly Parton, by contrast, has created a remarkable legacy — 
much of it quietly and generously, and much of it with people 

probably unaware of until recently. 

Which brings me to the thought of the legacy of the BHS. 
This month has been an extraordinary one for the protection of Burnside’s history and heritage. In cooperation 
with the City of Burnside, the BHS has played either a major or supporting role in several significant 
achievements. 

• The next important step on the path to saving the historic Romalo House barns has been taken. 
• The restoration of Moorcroft Bridge is effectively complete, with only a small number of finishing works 

remaining. See the Spring edition of the Community Newsletter FOCUS, page 19, for a detailed report. 
• Stage 1 of the repairs to the lower adit of Wheal Watkins has been completed. 
• 197 historic photographs, digitised courtesy of Genealogy SA, from the Fraser collection dating from 

around 1910, have been presented to the Burnside Local History Room. 
• 123 recordings of BHS meetings, all relating to Burnside, have been converted to MP3 format, making 

them readily accessible. They preserve a valuable record of the society and our community. These too 
have now been presented to the Burnside Local History Room. 

I would like to extend the Society’s thanks to the City of Burnside staff and councillors for their work in 
managing the Wheal Watkins restoration project, the Moorcroft Bridge repairs and their efforts to future -proof 
the Romalo House barns, with a special thank-you to councillor Kerry Hallett for her diligence with Romalo 
House. 

And I would also like to thank the BHS members who attended the Council meeting and to those who supported 
our efforts with words and emails of encouragement. Your support made a real difference. 

These achievements are not simply items that can be ticked off a list. Each represents something that might 
otherwise have been lost — a building, a bridge, a mine, a photograph, or the voices of people who helped create 
Burnside’s history. 

That is surely what an historical society is about. 

We are not simply recording the past. We are helping to determine what of the past will survive into the 
future. 

And, to finish with some wisdom from Dolly Parton: 

“Find out who you are and do it on purpose.” 

Let us continue to do that — to Protect, Preserve, Promote and Celebrate our history, and leave something 
worthwhile for those who come after us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the CoB Council meeting on 18 
August the Council approved the 
final Heritage Code Amendment 
which adds the two stone and brick 
barns to the Local Heritage listing 
for Romalo House. The Amendment 
will now be sent to the Minister for 
Planning for final approval. One 
step closer to saving the historic 
barns. 

More Achievement Pix on page 3 
> 
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AUTHOR TALK: THE ART OF GOYDER’S LINE BY JOHN GLASSON  
At the Burnside Library on Monday 7 September, 2pm-3pm  

In 1865, drought in South Australia caused serious hardship for graziers. 
Surveyor-General George Woodroffe Goyder (1826-1898) was sent north by 
the colony’s parliament to define a reliable rainfall boundary so that the most 
affected pastoralists could be compensated. 

In this presentation, author John Glasson, has retraced Goyder's survey and 
illustrated it with nineteenth-century artworks. Featured watercolour artists 
include S.T. Gill, W.A. Cawthorne, R.E. Minchin and E.C. Frome and the 
photographers H.H. Tilbrook, S.W. Sweet and H.R. Perry. 
 
Bookings at: 

 

https://burnside-events.bookable.net.au/#!/event-detail/ev_da833b79e18c4c809156a321483aafc1 
 

DONATIONS OF BOTTLED WINE FOR QUIZ PRIZES 

The BHS Programming Subcommittee is organising the quiz which is part of our November 
meeting and is seeking donations of bottled wine which can be used as part of the Quiz 
Prizes. If you can help, then please bring your donation to the September or October 
meetings and leave in the “Wine Donations” box at the welcoming desk. 

 

COST $5 

Bulletin Editor: Bob Stace, Editorial Support: Helen Bills, Email Distribution: Roger Bills 

 

Top Left: Moorcroft Bridge before repairs in 
April 2026 

Top right: Moorcroft Bridge after repairs August 
2026 

At left: Wheal Watkins lower adit after Stage1 

Photos: Roger Bills and Dave Monceaux 

https://burnside-events.bookable.net.au/#!/event-detail/ev_da833b79e18c4c809156a321483aafc1
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Burnside Historical Society 
Active in the Burnside Community for 46 years  

SEPTEMBER 2026 Meeting 
 

 

Oases in the Desert: 
the mound springs of inland Australia 

Monday 21 September @ 7.30pm 
 

Burnside Community Centre Hall, (adjacent to Burnside Library)  
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, enter off Fisher Street 

 

 

TOPIC Mound springs are natural outlets 
for the waters of Australia’s Great Artesian 
Basin, one of the largest groundwater 
basins in the world. As isolated sources of 
potable water in an otherwise desert 
environment, they are of immense 
biological and cultural value. 

Indigenous Aboriginal people relied on 
them for survival in an otherwise hostile 
environment and following European 
colonisation they were of vital importance 
in the construction of the Overland Telegraph which linked Australia with the rest of the world in 1872.  

 
OUR SPEAKER Colin Harris is an honorary life member and former President of Burnside 
Historical Society. He is a geographer and environmental historian by profession, who, 
for most of his career, was with the South Australian Environment Department. He is a 
Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society of South Australia and was awarded the Public 
Service Medal for his conservation work. In retirement, he is President of the community 
group Friends of Mound Springs (FOMS). 

 

VISITORS - a $2 cash donation is appreciated 
 

Further information  

WEBSITE:   www.burnsidehistory.org.au  
PHONE:        0422 705 916 
EMAIL:      burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com 
FACEBOOK: Burnside Historical Society, South Australia 

Blanche Cup. Image sourced from the FOMS website 

http://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/
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REPORT ON THE AUGUST MEETING 

Our programmed speaker for this meeting cancelled less than 24 hours before the meeting due to ill health. 
Before the Programme subcommittee could get into full panic mode, Helen Bills quickly volunteered to fill the 
void as our speaker. Helen’s topic was Lesser Known Burnside. This is a presentation (with variations) which 
Helen has given to a number of retirement villages and service clubs in the Burnside area over the past 18 
months. 

Bryan Harris was our scribe for the meeting, and he compiled the following report on Helen’s presentation and 
some other key points from the meeting. Thanks Brian 

 
Speaker: Helen Bills 
Topic: Lesser Known Burnside 
 
 

As Burnside residents we are often unaware of the history of the suburb, its origins, and its significant places. 
Helen presented many facts and figures about the history of Burnside with a particular focus on Erindale and 
Wattle Park. Some information came from Burnside Historical Society’s excellent interactive website. 
 
Firstly, how did the name “Burnside” arise? A pioneer settler, Peter 
Anderson, established a farm and home on Second Creek at a 
location now known as Hubbe Court. He chose “Burnside” as the 
name of the property based on “burn,” a Scottish name for a creek. 
The cottage still stands in the grounds of Undelcarra. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Burnside Council met for the first time in 1865. The first 
council chambers were built in 1869 and are still there on 
Glynburn Road in the St David’s church grounds. (see left) Dr 
Christopher Penfold was the first chair. 
 
Burnside became a significant Adelaide suburb and was 
proclaimed a city in 1943. Looking at the detail of the Council 
logo, the colours are purple representing the avenues of 
Jacaranda trees, and green for the foliage. Within the crest are a 
bunch of grapes and a barrel of 
olive oil, both important 
industries when the crest was 

designed in 1938, and the Glen Osmond toll house. 
 
The book “The Paddocks Beneath” by Elizabeth Warburton, published in 1981 is 
an extensive resource for anyone interested in Burnside history. Although out of 
print now, the Society usually has second hand copies available for purchase. 
 
The Local History Room in the Council library has an extensive collection of 
historical documents and important items. It is open during library hours but the 
Council Historical and Cultural officers and volunteers from our Society are 
available on Monday afternoons 1.30-4.30 to assist with accessing information 
from the collection. 
 

Undelcarra by James Shaw 1865. 

City of Burnside Corporate Art Collection 
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The Burnside Historical Society has been meeting since 1980. The Society’s website has a very useful interactive 
searchable information database on Burnside history including even the story of each street and suburb. 
 

Helen drew on a wide range of information from the BHS website, City 
of Burnside website, the Paddocks Beneath and State Library of South 
Australia. She talked about the origins of these two suburban names, 
the 10 self-guided historical walks, a heritage listed gum tree, the 
kindergarten on Lockwood Road, the thriving olive oil industry which 
closed in the 1970’s, the artist Dorrit Black, the beginnings of the CFS, 
the Regal Theatre, 
the historical tram 
service, and the 
Green and Gold 
Cookery Book 
which was first 

published in 1923 as a fundraiser for Kings College (now 
Pembroke), and still in use and in print today. 
 
This was a very informative and well-presented talk on the 
history of Burnside drawn from the excellent information 
and resources available. The preservation of Burnside’s 
history is well served by the efforts of the Burnside 
Historical Society and the City of Burnside. 

[Photos and images from Helen’s presentation and used with her permission] 

President’s Report (Roger Bills) 

The President drew the meeting’s attention to the Heritage Code amendment needed to preserve the Romalo 
House Barns. He would be leading a delegation to the Council meeting on the following night to make the case 
for this amendment. (See the President’s Column on page 2 for the outcome) 
 
Other Business; Two Presentations 

From 1980 - 2018 the BHS has recorded the speakers at its meetings, 
particularly when the topic has related to Burnside. These have been held 
and made accessible to researchers via the Local History Room. These 
old tapes are now outdated technology and so our archivist Cathy 
Bransbury has recently arranged for 123 of them to be converted to MP3 
format. Cathy presented the USB stick and a printed index compiled by 
Roger Bills to Hannah Shaw and Michelle Toft, Burnside’s Historical and 
Cultural Officers for use in the Local History Room (LHR). These are now 
on the LHR computer. 

 
A collection of 197 
glass negatives of 
photos taken in the 
Glen Osmond area by 
George Fraser in the 
period between 1905 
and 1915 has been digitised by the Genealogy Society of South 
Australia and made available to BHS. There was a handover of 
this material to Burnside’s two Historical and Cultural Officers 
by Andrew Peake representing BHS and Genealogy SA, and 
Patsy Fraser a descendent of the photographer. 
 

(L-R) Hannah Shaw, Michelle Toft, Patsy Fraser 
& Andrew Peake 

The last horse drawn tram to Burnside SLSA c. 1909 

The Olive Plantation, 1946, Dorrit Black AGSA 

(L-R), Hannah Shaw, Michelle Toft, 
& Cathy Bransbury 


