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Our speaker at the July meeting will be Rick Hosking and his topic
Kangaroo Island before Colonisation. It is not a well-known part of the
South Australian story, but more than 700 individuals and dozens of
vessels visited Kangaro Island between 1802 and 1836, when formal
colonisation began. They came for seal skins and salt, and some of them
to settle on Kangaroo Island and other islands off the mainland. Rick will
talk about the sealing industry, and about a remarkable novel written by
William Anderson Cawthorne which represents the murder of one of the
sealers, a Tasmanian called George Meredith.

For full details of the meeting please see the Flyer on page 5 of this Bulletin.

AUGUST MEETING: The Waite Gatehouse Relocation

Some of us were involved in the protests to prevent the
demolition of the Waite Gatehouse on the corner of Fullarton
and Cross Road. The speaker at our meeting on 17 August will
be Daniel Raschella who led the full deconstruction, relocation
and reconstruction of the State Heritage listed Waite Gatehouse
to its present site on Claremont Ave, Urrbrae, adjacent to
Urrbrae House. Daniel’s topic is Moving History: The Waite
Gate House Relocation.

This talk will have close links to our outing on Thursday 17 September when we will be visiting Urrbrae House
and having an opportunity to view the relocated gatehouse. Reserve this day in your diary now, full details at the
July meeting.

THE STRANGE DEATH OF MR BUCHANAN: An unsolved case from 1839

Members and visitors were entertained and intrigued by our guest speaker Robyn
Heitmann when she presented The Strange Death of Mr Buchanan, a cold case from
1839 at our June meeting. Robyn came dressed for her presentation as the coroner
from 1839 and after vividly providing the evidence of this unsolved case, called on her
audience to discuss possible solutions to this mysterious death. The meeting was a
night to remember and well worth braving the rain and the cold outside.

Dianne Wilson has provided you all with a detailed report/article of Robyn’s

presentation in the document “The Strange Death of Mr Buchanan” which is attached
/A to the email bearing this Bulletin. Her article is the forerunner of such reports by
i volunteer scribes on the remaining meetings and outings for 2026 and which will
- collectively make up a report on our activities, for the remainder of the year.

ARG il
Your editor suggests you open a new folder and save these articles as your personal record of our meetings and
outings for 2026.



PARLIAMENT HOUSE VISIT AND LUNCH: Last chance to book

This is your final opportunity to book for the visit to Parliament
House on Wednesday 8 July. The free guided tour will be led by local
MP Jack Batty with lunch to follow (at own expense) at the nearby The
Guardsman on the concourse of the Adelaide Railway Station. Meet
onthe steps of Parliament House at 9.25am; the tour commences at
9.30am. Phone 0422 705 916 NOW as bookings close on 1 July.

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN
Keeping warm and walking in Burnside

With winter well and truly here why not take time to tackle one of the ten historical
walks in Burnside as an historic way to get warm. The walks are a wonderful way to
discover more about the City of Burnside and may be found on the home page of the
Burnside Historical Society website https://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/ .

i The walks cover the suburbs of Beaumont, Beulah Park, Burnside, Eastwood and
Parkside, Glen Osmond, Knightsbridge, Magill, Rose Park and Waterfall Gully as well
as the historic Magill Wesleyan Cemetery. All can be downloaded and printed or

even added to your phone.

One (or more!) of these walks would be a great activity in school holidays to undertake with your grandchildren.
Why not set them the task to download and print the brochures — and then set off.

Should you choose the Burnside walk, at stop 25 BSade

(Moorcroft Reserve) take a few steps further down the
path to check out the recent renovations to the

Moorcroft bridge.

I’d love to hear which walks you tackled - perhaps
include a highlight, an interesting discovery or a

photo. Email me at:
burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com.

Keep warm, keep fit, keep informed.
Regards

Roger Bills, President BHS
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PLANNING THE BHS PROGRAMME FOR 2027

The BHS Programming Subcommittee is starting to plan the 2027
Programme and is calling for suggestions from members for possible
speakers and outings for next year. The more suggestions the
subcommittee receives, then the better the final programme will be!
Send your suggestions via email burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com
marked “programme suggestions for 2027” or just phone your ideas
to 0422 705 916.


https://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/
mailto:burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com

THE DEMASIUS PROJECT:
Collecting Your Memories of the Demasius Department Store

Michelle Toft, City of Burnside, Historical and Cultural Officer and Meredith Ide, past President of the BHS are
conducting a project to gather information about the iconic Demasius department store which once stood on
the site of the current Burnside Village Shopping Centre in Glenside. They seek your help in providing your
experiences and stories of shopping there in its heyday.

Purpose of this project

Michelle Toft, reports that there is little information about the
Demasius Store in the Burnside History Room file. Some
online information can be accessed. However oral history
and written accounts by shoppers who once visited the store
add a personal dimension. We welcome your participation
in this project.

Did You Know?

The Glenside Store was established in 1955 by George and Pat Demasius. Other department stores were bought
by Demasius e.g. Pfeiffers at Norwood and Hoppings Store in Pt Lincoln. Demasius closed in December 1988.

How can you help?

BHS members and their friends with memories of the Demasius store are invited to complete the one page
Demasius Questionnaire Sheet which is attached to the email bearing this Bulletin. You can add further
information on the back of the questionnaire. Sheets will also be available at the BHS July meeting.

Returning Questionnaire Sheets

Please forward the questionnaire sheet to Meredith by email. meredithide@gmail.com OR return it at a BHS
meeting in July or August.

We appreciate your support to gather your recollections of Demasius. They will be collated and added to the file
in the Local History Room. A copy will be forwarded to Bernd Demasius, George Demasius’ cousin in Hamburg.

Michelle Toft (City of Burnside, Historical & Cultural Officer) and Meredith Ide (BHS President 2011-2018 &
Coordinator BHS Oral History Project)

BURNSIDE’S BLUE HERITAGE PLAQUES

Twenty new Blue Heritage Plaques were installed at significant historical
~ sites in Burnside during October last year. These included Tower House
on the Common at Beaumont, St Saviours Cemetery at Glen Osmond,
4 Kensington Oval, Wattle Grove at Wattle Park, the Glen Osmond Golf
Club, and the former Burnside General Store in the heart of “old” Burnside
. at 35 High Street. (plaque pictured here) Keep a look out for these plaques

PCm, of " as you move around Burnside. The full list of plaques can be found at:
Biir

urnside
Blue Heritage Plaque Map - City of Burnside

The 2026 plaques have been chosen and will be installed and announced later this year.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DR GEOFFREY BISHOP
Lifelong Historian Award 2026

Dr Geoffrey Bishop is well known and respected by many BHS members, past and present, for his regular
presentations to us over the years and for decades of dedicated leadership, scholarship and volunteer service
preserving South Australia’s history. He first spoke to a BHS meeting in August 1982 on the topic of Woodley,
Marion, and red herrings of the wine Industry. In April this year, as President of the East Torrens Historical Society,
he hosted us on our enjoyable outing to Norton Summit, and there have been numerous occasions in between
when we have called on him for a talk at one of our meetings or for his deep knowledge of local history. He has
given his time generously to many history societies and organisations.

At the recent History Council of South Australia annual awards,
Geoffrey was announced as the recipient of the 2026 Lifelong
Historian Award. His citation concluded with .... “his dedication
has made a lasting impact on South Australia’s historical
community.”

The members of the Burnside Historical Society congratulate Dr
Geoffrey Bishop as a worthy winner of this prestigious award.

Dr Geoffrey Bishop (on right of photo) receiving
his History Council of South Australia Award as
the 2026 Lifelong Historian.

THE FIRST NINE SHIPS

At our June meeting during the regular Programme Report and in relation to this month’s July meeting when our
speaker will address the topic Kangaroo Island before colonisation, Bob Stace showed a slide which listed the
first nine colonist ships to arrive in 1836. He also shared a pneumonic to help us remember the names of the
ships and the order of their arrival. This is included below following member requests.

SA’s First Nine Ships, 1836 .
o ! = The first Duke of York won the heart of the Lady Mary

1. Duke of York Pelham much to the dismay of John Pirie who nevertheless
Rapidly gave his cygnet ring to Emma of the Africaine who

2. Lady Mary Pelham ) o
was gayly waving her Tam O’Shanter at the newly arriving

3. John Pirie Buffalo.
4. Rapid
5. Cygnet
The Duke of York which arrived
6. Emma .
in Nepean Bay, Kangaroo
7 Africaine

celebrated as Settlement Day.

e “ Island, on 27 July 1836, now

8. Tam O’Shanter
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9. HMS Buffalo
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Burnside Historical Society

Active in the Burnside Community for 46 years

JULY 2026 Meeting

Kangaroo Island before Colonisation
Monday 20 July @ 7.30pm

Burnside Community Centre Hall, (adjacent to Burnside Library)
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, enter off Fisher Street

TOPIC We now know that more than 700 individuals and dozens
of vessels visiting Kangaroo Island between 1802 and 1836,
when formal colonisation began. They came for seal skins and
salt, and some of them to settle on Kangaroo Island and other
islands off the main. I’'ll talk about the sealing industry, and
about a remarkable novel written by William Anderson
Cawthorne which represents the murder of one of the sealers, a
Tasmanian called George Meredith.

OUR SPEAKER Dr Rick Hosking is a retired academic from Flinders University, where he taught English
and Australian Studies. William Cawthorne’s colonial novel, The Kangaroo
rII‘{I;?lgaroo Islanders, was written in the mid-1850s before any official or more orthodox
Islanders history of the South Australian colony had appeared and is one of the few colonial
e novels that represents in fleeting glimpses some of the improvisational and
interactive encounters between the colonisers and the colonised on the edges of
the island continent. A remarkable and colourful book, this novel represents life
on Kangaroo Island in the period between 1802-1836. In 2020, Rick annotated the
book extensively with absorbing historical information and fascinating details of
personalities and events, making this new edition a delight for both fiction fans
& and history buffs.

VISITORS - a $2 cash donation is appreciated

Further information

WEBSITE: www.burnsidehistory.org.au
PHONE: 0422 705 916
EMAIL: burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com

FACEBOOK: Burnside Historical Society, South Australia
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