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Burnside Historical Society 
Active in the Burnside Community for 46 years  

JULY 2026 Meeting 
 

 

 

Kangaroo Island before Colonisation 
 

Monday 20 July @ 7.30pm 
 

Burnside Community Centre Hall, (adjacent to Burnside Library)  
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, enter off Fisher Street 

 

 

TOPIC We now know that more than 700 individuals and dozens 
of vessels visiting Kangaroo Island between 1802 and 1836, 
when formal colonisation began. They came for seal skins and 
salt, and some of them to settle on Kangaroo Island and other 
islands off the main. I’ll talk about the sealing industry, and 
about a remarkable novel written by William Anderson 
Cawthorne which represents the murder of one of the sealers, a 
Tasmanian called George Meredith.  

 

OUR SPEAKER Dr Rick Hosking is a retired academic from Flinders University, where he taught English 
and Australian Studies. William Cawthorne’s colonial novel, The Kangaroo 
Islanders, was written in the mid-1850s before any official or more orthodox 
history of the South Australian colony had appeared and is one of the few colonial 
novels that represents in fleeting glimpses some of the improvisational and 
interactive encounters between the colonisers and the colonised on the edges of 
the island continent. A remarkable and colourful book, this novel represents life 
on Kangaroo Island in the period between 1802-1836. In 2020, Rick annotated the 
book extensively with absorbing historical information and fascinating details of 
personalities and events, making this new edition a delight for both fiction fans 
and history buffs. 

 
VISITORS - a $2 cash donation is appreciated 

 

Further information  

WEBSITE:   www.burnsidehistory.org.au  
PHONE:        0422 705 916 
EMAIL:      burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com 
FACEBOOK: Burnside Historical Society, South Australia 

http://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/

