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NEXT BHS MEETING; Monday 18 May at 7.30pm 

Our May meeting features BHS member Andrew Buxton as our speaker. Andrew will 
speak about the life and career of his uncle Henry Eoin Sydney Melbourne – Surveyor 
and Engineer Extraordinaire. Syd Melbourne served the Burnside Council from 1924 to 
1958 commencing as a young engineer before 24 years as District Clerk (now CEO) from 
1934- 1958. Andrew will highlight his uncle’s leadership style and vision that quickly 
established him as a respected leader in his field and left a legacy whose impact can still 
be seen today and not just in the City of Burnside. 
Further details of the meeting can be found in the flyer on page 6 of this Bulletin. 

 
 
AGM OF THE BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The BHS AGM will be held immediately at the conclusion of our May 
meeting. 
 All members are encouraged to attend this important meeting and show 
your support for the Society and the Committee. Our AGMs are well 
organised and usually reasonably brief, and as nominations for the 
Committee need to be submitted a week prior to the meeting, the 
election of the Committee and its Officers is usually a smooth process.  

 
 
JUNE MEETING: Monday 15 June at 7.30pm  

This is something different! At our June meeting when Robyn 
Heitmann presents The Strange Death of Mr Buchanan, YOU 
are going to help solve a very cold case of murder from the early 
years of the Colony,  
 
Is this Adelaide’s earliest unsolved murder? The strange death 
of Mr Buchanan is a real case Robyn Heitmann uncovered 
while researching her 
upcoming novel, At the 
Hem of the Empire, a 
colonial woman’s story. 
Join her as she invites you 
to be part of the coronial 

inquest where she explores the colony’s early years and sets out the 
details of the gruesome discovery. As a member of the coronial jury, it 
will be up to you to decide who did or didn’t do it, and there may be a 
coffin present to add some atmosphere! 
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Old Adelaide Morgue (1873), still 
situated in the Botanic Gardens 
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ANNUAL BHS SUBS NOW DUE 

Invoices for our annual subscriptions (2026/27) were distributed at the recent April 
Meeting. Treasurer Dave Monceaux advises that a good proportion of members 
have already paid their subs and he looks forward to receiving the remainder over 
the next month via cash payment at the May meeting or during the next few weeks 
by EFT (BSB:105 086, Account No. 330 298 840, Reference NAME, subs)     

Membership is $30 single and $45 for people residing at the same address. Through judicious management over 
many years, the Committee has avoided the need to increase fees in recent times.  

 

HISTORY FESTIVAL 

The State’s annual, month long, History Festival is less than one week away. With 550 events 
statewide and many within a short distance of Burnside, why not make the commitment to 
attend at LEAST ONE event. 

If you are in doubt about which event to choose, then why not attend the one below on the 
evening of Thursday 14 May from 6.30 – 8.00pm in the Burnside Library (not far to go!) which 
has been organised by our own Judy Fander? 

The presentation is in the form of a panel and is entitled: Writing Our Stories: A Local 
Burnside Non-Fiction Writers ‘Reveal’. A panel of four local non-fiction writers (three of 
them BHS members) and spanning science, engineering, genealogy, and will take the stage. They will share how 
evidence, lived experience, and a strong sense of place, fuel their work, delivering an uplifting look at how great 
stories are uncovered and brought to life. 

Cost is $5 and you will need to book online at:  https://festival.history.sa.gov.au/events/writing-our-stories-a-
local-burnside-non-fiction-writers-reveal/  

Control/Click on the above link, click on BOOK NOW, then go to GET TICKETS, follow the prompts, and book and 
pay for your ticket. If all else fails, then try ringing the Library. 

The guided walk in the Burnside/Waterfall Gully Creek area being led by Colin Harris is fully booked, but there are 
still vacancies on Sunday afternoon 3 May for the guided surface walk of Wheal Watkins with Dave Monceaux. 
Phone 0422 705 916 to book.  

 

BURNSIDE’S BLUE HERITAGE PLAQUES 
A request from Hannah Shaw, Historical & Cultural Officer, City of 
Burnside. 
 

The City of Burnside (CoB) treasures its heritage and aims to acknowledge 
significant and historical places. The Heritage Plaques Project identifies 
and celebrates the history of some of the heritage listed sites within the City. 

On the CoB website there is a Blue Heritage Plaques Map at: 

https://www.burnside.sa.gov.au/Community-Recreation/Cultural-Heritage/Blue-Heritage-Plaque-Map   

By tapping on Explore the Interactive Heritage Plaques Map (below) 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/1e9490b0555344709199f4b9d86a7dcf  

It’s here you can find the 41 Residential Properties and 33 Community and Commercial Properties which 
already have plaques.  

If you have suggestions for other worthy sites, then the Historical and Cultural Officers would value your ideas. 
Please email your suggestions to Hannah Shaw hshaw@burnside.sa.gov.au 

https://festival.history.sa.gov.au/events/writing-our-stories-a-local-burnside-non-fiction-writers-reveal/
https://festival.history.sa.gov.au/events/writing-our-stories-a-local-burnside-non-fiction-writers-reveal/
https://www.burnside.sa.gov.au/Community-Recreation/Cultural-Heritage/Blue-Heritage-Plaque-Map
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/1e9490b0555344709199f4b9d86a7dcf 
mailto:hshaw@burnside.sa.gov.au
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Some Good News    

The City of Burnside has recently announced that two important projects are progressing 
well, with contracts already let: 

Wheal Watkins Stage 1 – Adit (entrance) restoration, involving reinforcement of 
internal timber supports and installation of external supports to stabilise the portal entry. 
 
Moorcroft Court Heritage Bridge remediation, to repair the arch and edging brickwork, 
stonework, install new handrail, grind stump and pour new concrete slab to restore its 
appearance, and prevent further deterioration.  

 

Both projects should be close to finishing by June. 

These updates were shared at the recent BHS meeting. Notably, as I 
expressed thanks to the Council for this progress, the meeting 
responded with spontaneous applause. 

Following this, I wrote to James Brennan (Group Manager, Environment 
and Infrastructure) to convey the Society’s appreciation for the work 
undertaken to reach this point. 

James replied very graciously: 
 

“Thank you for your note, that is very kind and genuinely appreciated. It is wonderful to hear how positively 
the update was received at the meeting. The Wheal Watkins and Moorcroft Bridge projects have been a real 
collective effort, and it is encouraging to know the community and the BHS value the progress being made.  
Please pass on our thanks to your members for their support, it means a great deal to the team working on 
these projects. We look forward to continuing to work together as things progress.” 

As members who attended the Eastern Region seminar in February will recall, close liaison between councils 
and historical societies is vital—and this is a fine example of that partnership in action. 
 
Thank you to all concerned. 
 
 
 
VISIT TO NORTON SUMMIT: A Memorable Day 

It was a foggy, damp morning on 9 April when 24 members of the 
BHS arrived at St John’s Church on the Hill to begin our visit to 
Norton Summit.  

Once we were seated in the historic, State Heritage listed Church, 
built in 1873, we were welcomed by Dr Geoffrey Bishop, the 
President of the East Torrens Historical Society. He presented a 
short history of Norton Summit which was named after Robert 
Norton who was one of the first to settle there in the late 1830’s. 

Originally it was the 
base for timber cutters and carters, and a timber mill was 
established there. A small township developed at the Summit after 
the establishment in the 1850s of the Old Norton Summit Road. 
There was the Scenic Hotel (1873), a general store, post office, 
blacksmith, butcher, churches, several schools, and the East 
Torrens District Council Chambers which were built there in 1902. 

St John's Anglican Church, Norton Summit SLSA [PRG 733/308] 
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The Church’s priest, the Rev John Venus, then took over and presented 
the story of the Church which has been a prominent part of Norton 
Summit’s story since the 1870’s. It is still recognised as the Vice Regal 
Chapel, emanating from the days when the Governor took his summer 
residence at nearby Marble Hill. 

Rev John’s very interesting account was interrupted by a most violent rain 
and thunderstorm of almost Biblical origins. Despite the noise of the rain 
on the roof, we learnt that the land for the Church was donated by John 
Baker and his wife, owners of the nearby Morialta Station. Baker had 
briefly been Premier of SA in 1857. 

The building is in the gothic style, with a nave and chancel, Mount 
Gambier stone, and the font imported from Paris. The windows are all 
stained glass with the principal one over the altar presented by Heinrich 
Vosz. Many of the church furnishings, such as the carved wooden 
lectern, were gifts from the governors and their wives. 

An early lunch provided by the members of the East Torrens Historical Society (ETHS) was enjoyed in the Church 
while we waited for the rain to stop. 

After lunch, and with the aid of umbrellas, we walked down the hill to the old East Torrens Council Chamber 
(1902) which is now the home of the ETHS Museum. (photo below left) Here we found a very well presented 
display of historical paraphernalia linked to Norton Summit’s history. (below right) By now the planned visit to the 
Norton Summit Cemetery had been abandoned due to the weather and the unsafe and slippery nature of the wet 
cemetery ground. 

Despite the impact of the weather, it was voted a most enjoyable, friendly, and interesting visit. 

 

 

 
Burnside Historical Society 

WEBSITE 
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INDIGENOUS SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN 

Proud of service to their country in war from the Boer War to the Vietnam War 

We were treated to another quality presentation at our April meeting when Emily Richardson, Assistant State 
Manager of the National Archives’ SA Branch, spoke on Indigenous Servicemen and 
Servicewomen and their role in the Australian Armed Forces. It was a great lead up 
to Anzac Day and Judy Fander has provided the following summary of Emily’s 
presentation. 

Despite legal and social barriers, many Indigenous men and women are recorded as 
having willingly served their country in wars from the Boer War (1899–1902) onward. 
Emily Richardson spoke in particular about Indigenous servicemen from Point 
Pearce on Yorke Peninsula and Raukkan (formerly Port McLeay) on the Coorong. She 
engaged the audience through a series of case studies, tracing archival records and 
drawing on other sources to build a fuller picture of the lives of specific individuals. 

One of these men was Ngarrindjeri serviceman Roland Wenzel Carter, among the 
21 men from Raukkan who enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force during the 
First World War. After serving in Egypt and France, he was captured and held in a 
German prisoner-of-war camp. There, he was closely studied, questioned, and 
photographed alongside another Aboriginal soldier. During his captivity, he 
shared his knowledge of healing with the German anthropologist Leonhard 
Adam, and the two men appear to have formed a good relationship. After the war, 
Carter was repatriated, returned to Point McLeay, married, and raised a family. In 
a remarkable twist of fate, he met Adam again years later in Australia. Carter 
remained a member of the Returned and Services League until 1957.  

 

Research into Second World War records has identified over 6000 
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders who served during this conflict and 
a small proportion of these were women who served in Australian auxiliary 
forces. These women had to overcome racist enlistment policies to 
support the war effort as mechanics, drivers, and clerks. In her research 
Emily came upon seven of these young women who all came from South 
Australia. 

One of these seven indigenous women was Agnes Maude Bonney of 
Kingston in the Southeast, who enlisted in March 1944 at the age of 19. 
After completing the Recruit Drill Course, Agnes became an Aircraft 
Woman First Class and a member of the Women’s Auxiliary Australian 
Airforce (WAAAF). Agnes had been a waitress in her civilian life in Kingston, 
and so after applying for, and successfully completing the Mess 
Stewardship Course, she served in the Officer’s mess and maintained the 
living areas in the officer’s quarters.  

Emily also showed how successive government attempts to legislate for Aboriginal people reflected the 
prejudices of their time, while also revealing the slow progress toward a more just society. She provided many 
resources for those interested in exploring further the stories of these men and women who served their country 
in war. 

 

 

 
Bulletin Editor: Bob Stace, Editorial Support: Helen Bills, Email Distribution: Roger Bills 

Studio Portrait Roland Carter c1915 AWM2017.727.1.3 

Agnes Maude Bonney 
NAA A9301 114375 

Images in this report have been included with consent  
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Burnside Historical Society 
Active in the Burnside Community for 46 years  

MAY 2026 Meeting 
 

 

Henry Eoin Sydney Melbourne, 
Surveyor and Engineer Extraordinaire 

 
 

Monday 18 May @ 7.30pm 
 

Burnside Community Centre Hall, (adjacent to Burnside Library)  
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, enter off Fisher Street 

 

 

TOPIC Sydney Melbourne was a man ahead of his 
time who arrived at just the right time. A revolution, 
prompted in part by the passage of the Town Planning 
Act in 1920 and the subsequent Building Act in 1923, 
had begun to transform local government and the 
management and appearance of local government 
areas across South Australia. Surveyor, engineer, 
university lecturer, inventor and veteran of two world 
wars, Sydney brought a leadership style and vision 
that quickly established him as a respected leader in 
his field and left a legacy whose impact can still be 
seen today and not just in the City of Burnside.  

 
 

OUR SPEAKER Andrew Buxton is a history honours graduate of the University of Adelaide. He has taught at 
school and university level and held many roles in the wider History community, President of the 
History Teachers’ Associations of South Australia and Australia, Chief Examiner in Modern History 
for the SACE Board, President of the Historical Society of South Australia and Vice-President and 
Social Media Manager of the History Council of SA. He became a resident of Burnside in early 
1966 and was a member of the inaugural Burnside Junior Council on which he served as Junior 
Engineer, a role that gave him a special insight into his talk’s subject, his Uncle Sydney Melbourne. 

 

The AGM of the Burnside Historical will follow the Speaker 

VISITORS - a $2 cash donation is appreciated 

Further information  

WEBSITE:   www.burnsidehistory.org.au  
PHONE:        0422 705 916 
EMAIL:      burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com 
FACEBOOK: Burnside Historical Society, South Australia 

Located, northwest corner of the Burnside Civic Centre carpark 

http://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/

