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March 2026

NEXT BHS MEETING: Monday 16 March at 7.30pm

"' The speaker at our March meeting will be Bruce Munday with his topic being Those dry
stone walls revisited. Bruce has spoken to us before and was very well received; he
can really make these old stone walls talk! This will be a much updated presentation
based on his newly published book “Those dry stone walls revisited” Full details of the
March meeting, and Bruce’s talk, can be found in the Flyer on page 4 of this Bulletin.

BHS OUTING TO NORTON SUMMIT: BOOK NOW!

The next BHS outing will be to Norton Summit on Thursday 9 April. In the
morning, we will be joining members of the East Torrens Historical
Society (ETHS) at the “Summit” for a guided tour and the story of St
John’s Anglican Church and the history of Norton Summit. Next, we
move to the old Norton Summit Council Chambers, where many of the
ETHS’ resources are kept, and then to their archives which are held in the
Community Centre. Alight lunch will be then served followed by a guided
tour of the nearby historic Norton Summit Cemetery. This is a great
opportunity to learn more about this nearby historic Hill’s township and
to enjoy the company of fellow local history lovers.

The cost for the day is $20 which covers the guided tours and the light lunch which will be provided by the ETHS.
Bookings can be made now via phone (0422 705 916) with EFT payment to BSB: 105086 and Ac No: 0422705916.
REF: your name & Norton Summit. Or you can make your booking and pay in CASH at the March meeting.

FULL DETAILS OF THIS OUTING CAN BE FOUND IN THE FLYER ON PAGE 5 OF THIS BULLETIN

OUTSTANDING FIRST MEETING FOR 2026

Our February meeting was a great start for the year. Our attendance of 101, which included 40
visitors, was one of our best for some years. Those who attended were not disappointed as Ray
Dundon gave a very polished and highly interesting presentation on his great, great grandfather
Friedrich Herman Heinrich Schultze, an unassuming botanist, who played an important role in
George Goyder’s expedition to survey Darwin in 1869. We first learnt of Friedrich’s early life before
he arrived in South Australia with his third wife Maria in 1850. He was born in 1804 in the
Hanoverian town of Einbeck, but because of his father’s military career, spent his formative years,1806-1816, in
Bexhill, Sussex, England where he received an English education. This proved a great advantage when he
migrated to South Australia.

Back in Germany for the next 34 years, he first studied and qualified as an apothecary before taking up
management jobs associated with this skill. After 5 children with his first wife, Friedrich was widowed, remarried,
divorced and in 1849 married his third wife Johanna Wilhelmina Maria (hee Simon). They emigrated to South
Australia in 1850 when Friedrich was 46 and immediately purchased land at the German settlement of
Buchsfelde on the Gawler River.

Over the next two decades his love of collecting plant and animal specimens came to the fore. He became a
prolific collector and sent specimens to the SA Museum and the Botanic Gardens. In 1867 alone he collected
117 birds and 89 smallanimals for the SA Museum and is now recognised as a leading botanistin South Australia.




In 1868 Friedrich, at the age of 64, was selected as the naturalist to join George Goyder’s
expedition to survey Darwin. He was accompanied on the expedition by his 16-year-old
son Alfred. Goyder’s well led survey expedition was very successful and in just seven and
a half months it surveyed 665,886 acres of land including 4 townships and paved the way
for work on the Overland Telegraph.

Friedrich described the difficult conditions in Darwin as ... The heat here is terrible, so the
garments do not get dry, yes you can wring the sweat out. Despite this he was a prodigious
and enthusiastic collector of specimens during the expedition. In all, 150 cases of -
valuable and significant material were collected which included more than 1000 plant George Goyder
specimens, 800 bird skins, shells, fish and molluscs, more than 1000 specimens of

insects, and a range of Aboriginal artefacts. Whilst many specimens ended up internationally, over half of the
plant specimens have survived in Melbourne but unfortunately none in Adelaide. Friederich was recognised
internationally when a number of species were named in his honour.

After Darwin Frederich opted out of collecting and took up land in South Gulnare, near Clare, where he lived for
around 20 years. After Maria died, he moved to live with his daughter near Orroroo where he died aged 98.

Afull report of Ray’s presentation will be included in the BHS 2026 Journal. We thank Ray for his very proud and
informative account of his unassuming ancestor, whose productive and highly interesting life of 98 years,
deserves greater recognition than an unmarked grave at the Orroroo Cemetery.

APRIL MEETING - Monday 20 April

The speaker at our meeting will be Emily Richardson who is the Assistant State Manager of the
National Archives of Australia, SA office. Emily’s topic is Indigenous Service Men and Women
who served in the first and second world wars, long before their country recognised them as
Australian Citizens. Emily’s presentation will tell some of the stories revealed in the service
records of these indigenous service men and women which are held in the National Archives
collection, and some of the challenges they faced.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

[Our President, Roger Bills, has compiled the following report of the recent very successful Eastern Region History
Seminar which was hosted by the BHS.]

On Saturday 28 February the day was gloomy. Rain threatened, humidity was high. But the atmosphere inside
the Burnside Town Hall for the 177TH EASTERN REGION HISTORY SEMINAR organised by the Burnside Historical
Society was the exact opposite. Bright, cheerful, and climate controlled. The State Heritage listed Burnside Town
Hallwas indeed a splendid place to be. The seminar planning team (Helen Bills, Bob
Stace & Roger Bills) was thrilled that 59 people had registered to attend from 8
history groups. The day ran smoothly which was also a relief.

The theme chosen for the seminar was BUILDING BRIDGES. The logo with an old
wooden bridge across a creek with gum trees on either side and the sunrising in the
east perfectly summed up the seminar.

Mayor Anne Monceaux launched the seminar with the words “a people without the knowledge of their history,
origin, and culture is like a tree without roots “ She concluded with “It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the
City of Burnside for this opportunity to build bridges between groups, to collaborate, inspire and reignite the
passion that is heritage.”

Richard Venus followed with his enlightening keynote address, Building Bridges Over the Torrens in the Early
Days of Adelaide. He set the scene by describing the siting of the other Australian capital cities. By comparison
Adelaide is located on a “creek”. | had never fully appreciated just how formidable a barrier the River Torrens was,
flowing between Adelaide’s business centre, the vital shipping hub at Port Adelaide and the fertile plain on its
northern side. Amazing historical images and maps illustrated his excellent presentation.
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Local quiz master (Bob Stace) ran a quiz testing our history knowledge , «
which was won spectacularly by Rob Martin from the Historical
Society of South Australia. There was thus no need for the tie breaker,
but Bob gave that too.

A sumptuous, tasty, cold, fingerfood lunch
revitalised us all for the afternoon session.
The Town Hall does not have a kitchen.

During the day, 8 history groups: Burnside,
g s East Torrens, Historical Society of SA, b .
Mitcham, Mount Lofty & Districts, the Pioneers Association of SA, Prospect, and Tea Tree Gully and District, gave
excellent 8-minute presentations which covered membership trends, highlights of their programme, forward
planning, and the value of a website and a Facebook presence. l\~ ]_J‘ .
Where possible the theme building bridges was used. Each
group was given a USB stick with had all the presentations and
more on it. The day fostered inspiration and collaboration,
facilitated the exchange of information and ideas, and built
bridges between local history groups.

It is worth repeating the sentiments of Anne Monceaux in saying that “our social and polltlcal structures and our
local regional and national identities are formed from stories from our past. The past is never past but is alive in
our present”.

Burnside is a great place to live. We have so much history to be proud of and so many sites of historical interest
and value which have been preserved and protected. BHS will continue to promote and celebrate that history.

Feedback received from attendees:

1. Congratulations on an interesting and productive regional seminar. It was valuable to hear from the other
societies and learn about the way they go about fulfilling their historical aims. And it was good to chat to
members of the BHS | had not spoken to before. Several people told me how much they enjoyed the day, the
food (delicious and varied), and the conversations over lunch.

2. We would like to thank you, Helen and Bob very much for all the work you did to make yesterday's Regional
History Seminar run so smoothly. The whole programme was excellent and those we spoke to both from BHS
and from the other history groups were most complimentary.

3. Thank you to the organising team for such a great Seminar yesterday. We all learnt so much and met great
people.

4. A sincere thank you to you, your team, and the Burnside Historical Society for organising and hosting
yesterday’s Eastern Region History Seminar. An excellent range of presentations starting with Richard Venus
and bridges. It was a most successful day.

5. Congratulations and thanks to your Society for a very well-run seminar on Saturday 28" February 2026. Well
done to all concerned in convening the event. Our small contingent was pleased to have attended.

Bulletin Editen: Beb Stace, Editevial Suppernd: Helew Billy, Email Qisthibulion: Regev Billy



Burnside Historical Society

Active in the Burnside Community for 46 years

MARCH 2026 Meeting

Those Dry Stone Walls Revisited

Monday 16 March @ 7.30pm

Burnside Community Centre Hall, (adjacent to Burnside Library)
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, enter off Fisher Street

Rural fences in the mid-nineteenth century were about function and cost. Very few post-and-rail
fences have survived 150 or so years of fire, termites and rot, but we still have
hundreds of kilometres of stone walling for various purposes and in various styles
and materials. All were built without mortar. Many are beautiful, most are heroic,
and all tell us something about lives lived before ours.

Wy Bruce Munday’s recent book, those dry-stone walls revisited, published by
,‘ & Wakefield Press, April 2024, takes the reader further into the pastoral country and
; deeper into territory explored in his earlier edition. It even steps the reader
| through how to build these stone walls.

In 1974 Bruce and Kristin bought a farm in the
Adelaide Hills. There they raised sheep, cattle and three
children, and planted many trees. When the kids left home
Bruce established his own business as a communications
consultant in natural resource management and discovered
how much he enjoyed sharing stories with people living on the
land - particularly those who love the land and want to conserve
it. He also learned a lot about stone walls built without mortar,
so much so that he wrote two books about them.

Further information

WEBSITE: www.burnsidehistory.org.au
PHONE: 0422 705 916
EMAIL: burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com

FACEBOOK: Burnside Historical Society, South Australia
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY DAY OUTING TO NORTON SUMMIT

Thursday 9 April 10.30am -2.00pm

WELCOME: All members and their friends are invited to take
part in this Outing which is being hosted by our friends from
the East Torrens Historical Society (ETHS).

PROGRAMME

10.20 am - Arrival at Norton Summit.: Car parking in
StJohn Rd on the way to the Church.
ETHS members will direct us to parking spaces

10.30am - Meet at St John’s Anglican Church, “The Church on the Hill”
e Tea and coffee
e Welcome and introduction
e The history of the Church and Norton Summit

11.15am - The Old Norton Summit Council Chambers and the archives of the ETHS.
(Directly opposite the Scenic Hotel on the Summit crossroads)

12 noon - Lunch and chat with the ETHS members at the Norton Summit Community Centre.
(Another very short walk, diagonally opposite the old Council Chambers at the Summit
crossroads)

ADELARE HILS COumOL

NORTON SUMM
CEMETERY

1pm - Guided tour of the Norton Summit Cemetery on Church Road, Norton Summit
(one kilometre from The Summit Community Centre via Lobethal Road)

2pm - Outing ends. Why not take a scenic drive in the hills on your way home?

TRANSPORT: Own vehicles. Transport can easily be arranged for those without a vehicle. Please
specify your need at the time of booking.

DIRECTIONS: Norton Summit can be reached via either the Old Norton Summit Rd or the (newer)
Norton Summit/Lobethal Road both of which commence at the top of Magill Rd.

LUNCH: A light lunch will be provided by members of the ETHS.
COST: $20 to cover guided tours and lunch.

BOOKING AND PAYMENT can be made at the March meeting with cash OR via phone 0422 705 916
with EFT payment to BSB: 105086 and Ac No: 0422705916. [seXel (g F-CXe L 1Yo i WAV T V.1

BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT
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