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INTRODUCING THE BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
A friendly, welcoming, local organisation  

working to promote history and heritage in the Burnside community. 
 

The BHS was founded in 1980 and has been an active and enthusiastic participant in the Burnside 

community throughout the ensuing 45 years. 

 

Objectives 

¶ To arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian and South 

Australian history, and particularly the history of the City of Burnside. 

¶ To promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of works, source material 

and artefacts of all kinds relating to the City of Burnside. 

¶ To assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works, and sites of historical 

significance in the City of Burnside. 

¶ To cooperate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia. 

 

Membership 

Membership of BHS is open to all persons or bodies who subscribe to the above objectives and who 

pay the annual subscription fee - $30 for single members and $45 for people living at the same 

address. Membership is currently 112. 

 

Meetings  

General meetings are held on the third Monday of the month (February to November inclusive), 

commencing at 7.30 pm in the Coralie Soward Hall of the Burnside Community Centre, 401 Greenhill 

Road, Tusmore. Generally, the main feature at each meeting is an interesting guest speaker along 

with a brief component of Society business. 

 

Details of meetings, the speaker programme, events, and activities can be found on our Website and 

Facebook page. Coming events can often be found in the Burnside Focus Newsletter. 

 

Visitors are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
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FOREWORD 
Anne Monceaux 

Mayor, the City  of Burnside 

 

I am honoured to once again in 2025 write the 

foreword to this Journal which celebrates 45 

years of service by the Burnside Historical 

Society to this community. Promoting our history 

and heritage remains at the forefront of what the 

Society aims to achieve.  

 

This Journal promotes its activities and reflects 

on a year of cooperation between the City of 

Burnside Council and this society. There have 

been significant ways in which this has been 

demonstrated through the Heritage Reference 

Group in which members contribute suggestions 

and project ideas and information to Council for 

action, including the blue plaques scheme and 

signage. Members volunteer in the Local History 

Room in the Library to support the collection and 

help source material for the residents and the 

Council. BHS works with the Historical and Cultural Officers of the Council and with staff who are 

working to preserve the Wheal Watkins mine at Glen Osmond.  

 

BHS is to be commended for maintaining their Facebook page and Website to arouse interest and 

remind us about the people and places that are important to Burnsideôs history.  

 

Members have enjoyed and conducted tours, lunches, walks and meetings during History Festival 

and throughout the year. Stories about these are featured in this Journal. Highlights of the monthly 

meetings included the Political Career of Jennifer Cashmore MHA, Colonel William Lightôs Cabin 

Boy Hiram Mildred, Anti-Conscriptionist Ephraim Coombe, Madge and Bibs and the Advancing 

Girls, Historic Items for Show and Tell, Jessie Mary Vasey the Founder of War Widows, the History 

and Future of the Regal Theatre and the Naming of Burnside Suburbs.  

 

It was also my pleasure to conduct a tour of the Mayorôs Parlour, the Council Chamber and the 

original Ballroom for the Society, during which this photograph was taken. It was an opportunity to 

sit in the Chamber, look at pictures of all the previous Mayors and Councillors and enjoy the artworks 

in the Parlour. 

 

Finally, thank you to the Committee and all of the members who volunteer, conduct and prepare for 

meetings, collect stories, write the Journal and ensure by attendance that this Burnside Historical 

Society remains relevant, inclusive and committed to our heritage. 
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EDITORIAL  
 

Welcome to the fifth annual journal of the Burnside Historical Society. Once again, this edition 

provides an illustrated report of the Societyôs activities over the past year. This year, we enjoyed a 

range of engaging speakers at our monthly meetings. Our outings allowed us to learn more about 

Burnside and South Australian history. We also actively participated in the SA History Festival. 

Together, these activities made for a very satisfying and successful year for the Society.   
 

This yearôs seven General Articles (p 44-84) provide a range of informative articles that all add to 

Burnsideôs story. Importantly, they have now become part of the significant historical resources about 

Burnside which have been published by the Society over the past 45 years, and which are regularly 

accessed by researchers via our website and in the Local History Room. 
 

Our front cover this year, showing Waterfall Gully past and present, provides a link to the article by 

Colin Harris (p 44) which describes his vivid childhood memories of living and exploring in the 

Waterfall Gully and old Burnside area in the 1950s. Colinôs story will trigger many similar memories 

for those of us who grew up in or near Burnside 60-80 years ago. 
 

Memories have been a prominent theme during the year when our speakers and outings have evoked 

our own memories and connections to the past. The National Railway Museum with its memories of 

steam train journeys and the Regal Theatre with anecdotes of Saturday matinees in the days when it 

was the Ozone are but two examples. These memories also remind us of the significant changes which 

have taken place during our lifetime. These memories and connections are part of our own history 

and should be shared with our children and grandchildren. 
 

One of the most outstanding meetings for the year was our July meeting, Show and Tell with a Bell, 

when eight of our members spoke about items of theirs which were connected to Burnsideôs history. 

(p 59-66) This presentation highlighted the enthusiasm, commitment and pride of our presenters and 

also reminded all of us to treasure our historical items and stories and ensure they are passed on to 

future generations.  
 

We thank all those who have contributed to the production of this Journal. Thanks to those Society 

members who provided reports on our meetings and the presentations given by our speakers. Special 

thanks to the writers of the General Articles who have added so much to the stories of Burnside and 

its people. And finally, our thanks to the City of Burnside for providing the financial support to enable 

the publication of this Journal. 
 

 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE  

L-R     Roger Bills (photographer), Helen Bills, Bob Stace and Judy Fander 
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BHS 2025/26 COMMITTEES & SUBCOMMITTEES  
 

Successful organisations thrive when the load is shared. The BHS is no exception. 

 

General Committee: 

President: Roger Bills 

Secretary:  Chris Kelly 

Treasurer:  David Monceaux 

Members:  Helen Bills 

  Cathy Bransbury 

  Judy Fander 

  Bob Stace 

  

Public Officer: Helen Bills 

 

 
 

L-R:     Chris, Cathy, Bob, Judy, Roger, Helen,  

Absent:   Dave 

 

 

Programme Subcommittee: 

 Judy Fander 

 Neville Lawrence 

 Bob Stace 

 Liz Silz 

 Dianne Wilson 
 

 

 

 

Marketing : 

Publicity:  Helen Bills 

Website: Jeremy Carter 

 Helen Bills 

Facebook: Margaret Ford OAM 

BHS phone: Liz Silz 
 

 

 

 

Bulletin:  

Editor: Bob Stace 

Email Distribution: Roger Bills 
 

 

 

 

BHS History 

Yearbook Complier: Richard House OAM 

Archivist: Cathy Bransbury 

Attendance Register: Helen Bills 

Membership database: Roger Bills 

 

 

 

Monthly Meetings: 

Hall Set Up: Ken Lawson 

 Jeff Thompson 

 Derek Bransbury 

Audio Visual:  Roger Bills 

Supper:  Liz Silz 

  Sharan Northcott 

  Gill Nield 

Welcomers:   Cathy Bransbury 

 Gill Nield 

 Helen Bills 

 Chris Kelly 

Wardens:  Helen Bills 

   Roger Bills 

   Judy Fander 

   Liz Silz 

 

 

Journal Subcommittee: 

  Helen Bills 

  Roger Bills 

  Bob Stace 

  Judy Fander 

 

 

Mines Subcommittee: 

  David Monceaux 

  Bob Stace 

  Bryan Harris 
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PRESIDENTôS REFLECTION 
Roger Bills 

 

For many of us, school history was a tedious list of difficult names and dates 

from far-off places ï boring, irrelevant, and soon forgotten. Yet history, when 

approached with curiosity, is anything but lifeless. It is a living force, a set of 

paths that weave together past, present, and future. It explains who we are, where 

we have come from, and ï most importantly ï where we might go next.  
 

The paths of history ï History not a highway, but like the Silk Road of old ï a web of routes linking 

cultures and ideas ïa network of interwoven threads. Each thread adds strength until, together, they 

form a silken rope that connects generations across time. When we walk these paths, we do more than 

retrace old steps; we discover directions for our own journey. 
 

History as a guide to the future - History does not hand us a map of tomorrow, but it does offer a 

compass. It gives us perspective and wisdom by revealing patterns, choices, and consequences. 
 

¶ Learning from mistakes ï Wars, depressions, and political failures remind us what to avoid. 

Lessons from the Great Depression, for example, still shape how governments respond to 

financial crises. 

¶ Preserving wisdom and achievement ï History records successes as well as failures ï 

scientific breakthroughs, social reforms, peacebuilding ï that inspire hope for todayôs 

challenges. 

¶ Understanding human behaviour ï By studying migration, conflict, and cultural exchange, 

we see human tendencies that help communities anticipate challenges and nurture cohesion. 

¶ Strengthening identity and values ï Shared stories anchor us during rapid change, giving us 

stability without trapping us in the past. 

¶ Encouraging critical thinking  ï History teaches us to weigh evidence, question easy 

answers, and sharpen judgement ï skills essential in an age of misinformation. 

¶ Inspiring innovation  ï Old ideas often spark new thinking. Traditional ecological 

knowledge, for instance, can guide fresh approaches to climate change. 

¶ Offering perspective on progress ï Looking back reminds us how far humanity has come, 

while also showing where the journey is not yet complete. 
 

In short, history equips us not with certainty, but with clarity. It helps us step forward with caution, 

perspective, and vision. 
 

The bridging role of historical societies - We are more than keepers of the past; we are builders of 

bridges. We uncover forgotten stories and preserve heritage, but we also carry these stories forward 

ï linking generations, inspiring reflection, and sparking new conversations. By sharing knowledge, 

hosting events, and creating connections, societies like ours make sure history does not remain a relic 

on a dusty shelf. Instead, it becomes a living bridge ï one where communities can cross from memory 

into meaning, and from yesterday into tomorrow. 
 

So, as we look ahead, let us remember that the past is never truly behind us ï it walks beside us, ready 

to guide if we choose to listen. Our Societyôs role is to ensure that those voices of history continue to 

speak, not only to inform, but to inspire. Together, let us keep building bridges that carry our stories 

forward to strengthen the communities of tomorrow. 
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HERITAGE AND HISTORICAL ISSUES  
City of Burnside Heritage Reference Group Report by Derek Bransbury  

 

This year started with the future of the Heritage Reference Group unknown, so no further discussion 

or action was possible apart from completing installation of the Blue Plaques started in 2024. At the 

15 July City of Burnside Council Meeting, new operating guidelines for the Heritage Reference 

Group (HRG) were approved.  

 

The HRG is an informal forum for the Council and the community to meet, discuss and explore ideas 

to conserve, enhance and promote the Cityôs valuable heritage and history. The HRG is not intended 

to be a committee of the Council under the Local Government Act 1999. The role is to 

Å Identify: Trends, challenges and opportunities are identified and communicated effectively. 

Å Promote: Our heritage and our history are cherished and celebrated. 

Å Enhance: Our heritage is embraced and enhanced for the benefit of all. 

Å Preserve: Our heritage and history are protected for future generations. 

 

Matters relating to the conservation, enhancement and promotion of the Cityôs heritage are discussed. 

Advice and feedback is given to Council, when required and if requested to do so, on the 

implementation and monitoring of strategies and programs. 

 

On Monday 18 August the first official meeting for 2025 of the HRG took place and a number of 

outstanding and new projects were discussed and some funding announced.  
 

¶ The Building Conservation Advisory Service has 

been approved and funding allocated. 

¶ Celebrations for the 100th Anniversary of the Regal 

Theatre have been approved with funding for a 

special day and promotion allocated.  

¶ Kensington Oval 150th Anniversary will take place in 

2025. Funding has been approved for an information 

booth staffed by Council plus display boards around 

oval. This celebration will coincide with the SA 

Athletics League day which will help draw in a large 

crowd. 

¶ Money for a large format interpretive signage has 

been allocated. The HRG agreed it should be for the 

Effie Ferguson Reserve, corner of Statenborough 

Street and Hallett Roads, Erindale. Effie is a member 

of the Ferguson family of Chiverton - now St Peter's 

Collegiate Girls School. This small, grassed reserve 

has a fenced playground for small children. 

¶ Heritage Plaques have been given an on-going budget with 19 to be installed this financial year.  

 

Sincere thanks to Colin Harris who has been the BHS representative since 2020. His contribution has 

been invaluable. BHS President, Roger Bills, has replaced Colin.  
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WHEAL WATKINS  
BHS Mines Subcommittee Report 

by Dave Monceaux 

 

In 2024 the Burnside Historical Society contributed $10,000 to the City of Burnside (CoB) to assist 

with a project to repair the timber 

structures at the entrances of the two 

adits (tunnels) of Wheal Watkins. This 

donation from the BHS enabled the CoB 

to secure a dollar-for-dollar grant of 

another $10,000 from Heritage SA. This 

allowed for the approval and planning 

for this project to commence. The CoB 

has now committed further funds for 

this project in its 2025/26 Budget. 

However, the Project has been slow to 

get underway because the Council has 

found it difficult to find a suitably 

experienced contractor to do the work.  

 

The Historical Society continues to encourage Burnside Council to preserve Wheal Watkins, because 

it is a unique and important part of the early Mining History of Australia. 

 

The mine can be easily visited above ground, and visitors can look into the mine to see the two small 

dark tunnels. It is located in a Reserve off Allandale Avenue, Glen Osmond and there are many 

information signs at the site. There are also two informative YouTube videos about the mine. One 

can be found on the BHS website, the other on the City of Burnside website in the Our History video 

series.  

 

Wheal Watkins is a historical underground silver/lead mine at Glen Osmond. Silver/lead ore was 

discovered in the hills at Glen Osmond in 1841 just 5 years after the South Australia was first settled. 

Wheal Gawler was started in 1841; Glen Osmond Mine in 1842 and Wheal Watkins in 1843. The 

Cornish mining method was used and 

about 1,000 tonnes of 73% rich lead ore 

was won from Wheal Watkins and 

exported to Wales for smelting. The 

mine closed in 1851. In the intervening 

174 years since then, the area has been 

subdivided and built over with roads and 

houses. Fortunately, a Burnside Council 

Reserve was established around Wheal 

Watkins and so it has been saved and can 

be inspected above ground, by visitors. 

This project aims to preserve the adit 

entrances for the generations to come. 

Wheal Watkins lower adit 

Glen Osmond Mine 1845, ST Gill. Gift of the South Australian 

Company 1931 to the Art Gallery of South Australia 
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WHATôS BEEN HAPPENING IN THE LOCAL HISTORY ROOM 
by Hannah Shaw, Historical and Cultural Officer, City of Burnside 

 

In May, the City of Burnside welcomed Jade Hastings as Historical and Cultural Officer, stepping 

into the role while Michelle Toft is on parental leave. Jade is working three days a week, alongside 

Hannah Shaw, who continues in her part-time role two days a week. In early June, Michelle celebrated 

the arrival of her second daughter, Liliana. We extend our warmest congratulations to Michelle and 

her family. 
 

We also welcomed two new volunteers, Amelie and Chrissie, in April. Amelie, currently studying 

Museum and Curatorial Studies, has been contributing to our collection management and cataloguing 

efforts. Chrissie has been assisting us with organising and filing materials in the Local History 

Roomôs vertical files, enriching the resources available to our visitors. 
 

Local History Enquiry Hours  

Our Local History Enquiry Hours continue to be held every Monday from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm in the 

Libraryôs Local History Room. Staffed by a Historical and Cultural Officer and a dedicated volunteer. 

These sessions provide support in accessing historical resources and uncovering local stories.  
 

So far this year, weôve averaged 14 enquiries per month. Thanks to our passionate volunteers, weôve 

been able to assist with a wide range of topics, from property histories and family research to the 

evolution of local businesses, hospitals and street layouts. 
 

During one of our Monday afternoon Enquiry Hours at the Library, a fascinating story came to light 

thanks to the dedication of our Local History team. We were contacted by a researcher from a Swiss 

archive, working on behalf of the Government of Switzerland, seeking to verify whether a man who 

had fled Nazi Germany via Switzerland had later settled in Beaumont. 
 

With only this initial clue, our team delved into the local history collection and online resources. 

Through careful research, we confirmed the manôs identity and traced his residence in Beaumont, 

discovered his wifeôs name and identified their subsequent address within the City of Burnside. 
 

The most significant breakthrough came when we found an online article published by a local 

community group. The piece featured the manôs son, who shared the compelling story of his fatherôs 

escape from Nazi Germany. This connection enabled the Swiss researcher to reach out to the son via 

the community group, successfully completing the investigation and contributing valuable 

information to the manôs biography in the archive.  
 

This project highlights the power of 

collaboration, local knowledge and 

community resources in uncovering and 

preserving important historical narratives. 

 

A heartfelt thank you to Anthea, Bob, 

Cathy, Graham, Helen and Roger ï your 

time, knowledge and generosity are 

instrumental to our local history work. 



12 
 

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY  MEETINGS  2025  

 

Meetings are held at the Burnside Community Centre, in the Coralie Soward Hall, at 7.30 pm on the 

third Monday of each month. These are widely advertised via BHS Bulletin, BHS website, flyers 

placed on noticeboards throughout the community and in the Local History Room in the Burnside 

Library. All are open to the public and visitors are always very welcome - a $2 donation is appreciated. 

Most meetings feature a presentation from a guest speaker. A light supper follows where the hall is 

abuzz with chatter, shared recollections and memories as members and visitors alike connect. 

Publications are on sale at meetings. 

Thanks to the Journal Committee and BHS members for writing these reports. 
 

 
Meetings are well attended by members and visitors 

                   PAGE 

NOVEMBER 

2024 
The Canning Stock Route é and Journal Launch 13 

FEBRUARY 
The Political Career of the Passionate and Principled of Jennifer Cashmore 

MHA 
15 

MARCH Colonel William Lightôs Cabin Boy, Hiram Mildred. 17 

APRIL No Meeting ï Easter Monday  

MAY  
The Defiant Anti-Conscriptionist ï The Curious Life of Ephraim Henry 

Coombe 
19 

JUNE A Film: Madge And Bibs and the Advancing Girls  21 

JULY Show and Tell with a Bell: Historic Items with a Burnside Connection 23 

AUGUST Jessie Mary Vasey, a Woman of Substance 24 

SEPTEMBER The Regal Theatre: Celebrating 100 Years  26 

OCTOBER Whatôs Behind The Name? The Story Of Burnsideôs Suburbs 28 

NOVEMBER 

Going To Town, The History of South Australiaôs Department Store 

Buildings and the of the launch of the 2025 BHS Journal  
 

Report will be in the 2026 Journal 
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November Meeting 2024 

THE CANNING STOCK ROUTE, THE STORY OF ALFRED 

CANNING AND PERSONAL EXPERIENCES TRAVERSING THE 

ROUTE IN THE 1970s and JOURNAL LAUNCH 
by Bob Stace  

 

Our November meeting was a fitting end to an enjoyable and interesting 

programme for 2024. The meeting was highlighted by an attendance of 88 (61 

members and 27 visitors) who had gathered to hear our guest speaker David Lyne, 

to take part in the much-anticipated launch of the 2024 BHS Journal, and to join 

in a celebratory supper at the end of the meeting. 

 

David Lynne captivated us all with his story of Western Australiaôs Canning Stock Route and his 

personal experiences of traversing this inhospitable and remote route by motor vehicle in the 1970s. 

David set the scene with a brief history of the exploration of Western Australiaôs central and northern 

interior which was undertaken by Peter Warburton, John Forrest and Ernest Giles during the 1870s. 

Then followed the story of Alfred Canning, who on behalf of the WA Government in 1906-07, took 

on the daunting task of surveying a stock route from Halls Creek in 

the East Kimberley, south to Wiluna, a distance of some 2000 kms. 

This route had become necessary to enable cattle to be driven 

overland from the north to the markets in the Goldfields and Perth 

to the south. The previously used sea transport could not be used 

because of an ongoing infestation of ticks. Canning then supervised 

the construction of the stock route in 1908-10, establishing 68 

watering points along the way. The first cattle drive took place in 

1911, but it was used infrequently for the next 20 years with only 

eight more mobs of cattle using the track. After refurbishment in the 

early 1930s, once again supervised by Canning now in in his 

seventies, the stock route was used another twenty times with the 

final droving run completed in 1959. 

 

The second part of Davidôs presentation covered his own personal adventure in July 1977 of 

traversing this inhospitable and rarely used ñtrackò with three friends 

in two Land Rovers. The 20-day expedition came to life for all of us 

as David relived his memories and illustrated them with many photos 

taken at the time. The two vehicles and a trailer carried 1005 litres of 

fuel for the trip and food for 14 days (food was rationed when progress 

was slower than anticipated). The adventurers camped on the 

underdefined track most nights as there was no other sign of life in 

this remote area for the duration of the trip. Progress across many 

sandhills was terribly slow with their worst day only covering 25 kms. 

A major and unplanned mechanical issue threatened the journey but 

some improvised and ingenious repairs using a metal BBQ plate saved 

the day. Davidôs adventure, so vividly portrayed, made the listenersô 

own off road adventures in more recent times seem very tame! 
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The Launch of the 2024 BHS Journal then took place and was introduced 

by an interesting presentation from Helen 

Bills which outlined the story of the Journal 

and its production. This culminated in a 

ñrattle of the drums momentò when the 2024 

Journal was revealed for the first time. They 

were then presented to those who had 

contributed articles and then members were 

invited to collect their copy. 

 

A supper to celebrate the BHS year followed. Special thanks go to our 

supper committee for preparing the tasty food and to Sharran and Ian 

Northcott for providing wines from their winery Howard Vineyard.  

 

    
Barry Foreman 

70 Years: A Look Back at 

Greenhill Road in 1954 

Michelle Toft   

100 Years: A Look Back at 

Burnside in 1924 

Hannah Shaw 

Whatôs Been Happening in 

the Local History Room? 

Glen Woodward 

Tours and Trips with Glen 

Woodward 

 

   
Roger Harris 

Pioneer of SA Quarries: Henry Dunstan 

Henry Krichauff  

The Life of my Great Uncle Frederick 
Charles Krichauff 

John Standingford 

History of the Glenside Lions 
Bookmart 

 

 

     
 

Photos courtesy of David Lyne and Roger Bills 
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February Meeting 

THE POLITICAL CAREER OF THE PASSIONATE AND 

PRINCIPLED JENNIFER CASHMORE MHA   
by Helen Bills 

 

Our speaker for the February Meeting, Dr Jenny Tilby Stock, left us in no 

doubt that Jennifer Cashmoreôs political career was principled and passionate.  
 

Jennifer was born in 1937, the 

fifth of six children. Her father 

Authur was a baker at Lockleys, 

who died when Jennifer was 16. 

 

Prior to her entry into the South Australian Parliament, 

Cashmore had a short career in journalism and 

advertising copywriting, before moving into public 

relations. She worked for Ian Wilson and helped him 

win his seat in the Division of Sturt in the Federal 

Parliament. This gave her the idea that she had the 

skills to be a politician. Being a woman, she knew she 

would not be pre-selected for a safe Liberal seat, so 

initially she ran for the Senate in Federal Parliament. 

 

In 1977 she was pre-selected for the South Australian House of Assembly seat of Coles (held by Len 

King, Labor). Determination, including her willingness to knock on 7000 doors in the electorate, 

helped her win back the seat for the Liberal Party. She was the third woman elected to the South 

Australian House of Assembly and for 12 of her almost 17 years in Parliament was the only woman 

representing her party. 

 

For the first 2 years she was on the back bench which gave her the freedom to be outspoken, and she 

was. She crossed the floor several times. Cashmore was one of the people who suggested that 

cigarettes should be sold by pharmacies in brown paper bags. During the debate on the Bill to ban 

cigarette advertising she announced that she would cross the floor to vote. The Liberals filibustered 

until 2am but she stayed for the vote. She wrote a column for the newspaper From the Backbench.  

 

Cabinet was then a traditional male 

preserve, and her colleagues were not 

convinced of her suitability for a ministry. 

However, Cashmore did become South 

Australia's first female Minister of Health 

when she was promoted to that position in 

1979. She served as the Minister of Health 

and Minister of Tourism in the Tonkin 

Liberal Government from 1979-1982. 
 

 

Jennifer is in front row RHS 
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Cashmore held several shadow portfolios in the period between 1982 and 1989, including 

Environment and Planning, the Arts and the Economy. She strongly opposed the Wilpena Station 

Resort development proposal. She threatened to stand in front of the bulldozers if it went ahead! As 

Shadow Treasurer,  Jennifer was the first to raise questions in Parliament about the State Bank. She 

then sat on the back bench until retiring from politics in 1993. 

 

   
Publicity photos from her time as Minister for Health and Minister for Tourism 

 

When she retired from Parliament, Cashmore served on numerous boards and committees and 

continued her support for causes close to her heart. 

 

She continued her involvement in debates regarding decisions about end of life, care for the ageing 

and community health. Her work from the opposition benches brought together all sides of politics 

to support major changes that culminated in the Consent to Medical Treatment and Palliative Care 

Act 1995. This became the foundation of our contemporary law on informed consent, advance care 

directives, medical powers of attorney, and palliative care. In 1998 she was made a Member of the 

Order of Australia for service to the South Australian Parliament and service to the community in the 

areas of palliative care, womenôs issues and economic development. 

 

In April 2024, just months before her death on 10 June, Jennifer was still 

active in public life. She attended the rally on the steps of Parliament 

House in opposition to funding cuts and the proposed restructure of the 

South Australian Museum. Her attendance was applauded loudly by the 

thousands of South Australians in attendance, who welcomed her back to 

Parliament House for the first time in more than a decade.  
 

The City of Burnside lies within four electoral districts. It was fitting that 

three local members of the SA Parliament, Jack Batty (Bragg and BHS 

member), John Gardner (Morialta formerly Coles) and Cressida 

OôHanlon (Dunstan) joined 55 BHS members and 15 visitors to hear 

Jenny Tilby Stockôs informative presentation. 

 
Photos supplied by Dr Jenny Tilby Stock & Roger Bills 

Some information sourced from the internet. 
 

Jennifer Cashmore  

with John Gardner MP 
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March Meeting   
COLONEL WILLIAM LIGHTôS CABIN BOY, HIRAM MILDRED, 

THE YOUNGEST PERSON ABOARD THE SURVEYING BRIG, RAPID, 1836. 
by Judy Fander 

 

Anne Martin  gave us a carefully researched talk about her extended family,  
the Mildreds, focusing on the life of Colonel Lightôs cabin boy, Hiram 

Telemachus Mildred. Her research led her to the State Library archives and the 

NLA website Trove. The speaker is related to the Mildred family through George 

Mildred, Hiramôs uncle. Tracking down relatives meant visits to Port Augusta 

and Kangaroo Island, among other places. There are connections with landmarks 

in Campbelltown, Magill, with Stonyfell Quarry and Romalo House. For 

example, in 1865, one of George Mildredôs daughters, Mary Ann Mildred, 

married Henry Dunstan, manager of the Stonyfell Quarry. Discovering these connections between 

people and places enriches our understanding, and our speaker enjoyed her discoveries.  

 

Hiram Telemachus Mildred was born on 28 

April 1823 in Portsea, Hampshire, England 

and died on 21 August 1892 in North 

Adelaide. He sailed from England to South 

Australia on board the Rapid, the survey ship 

sent out under the command of Colonel Light 

to find and survey a site for the new city of 

Adelaide. His uncle, George Mildred, was one 

of the crew. 

 
After leaving Kangaroo Island their first 

Australian landfall, Hiram landed on the 

Australian mainland with Colonel Lightôs surveying party on 17 August 1836. He was then a lowly 

cabin boy with some training in surveying skills, a cadet. Colonel William Lightôs decision to site the 

new town of Adelaide on the banks of the River Torrens was made some four months later in late 

December 1836. 

 

Hiramôs parents, Henry Richard and Elizabeth Sarah (Bowyer) Mildred, with their other children, 

arrived onboard the South Australian in 1837. Henry Richard Mildred (1799-1877) was an agent for 

the South Australian Company. The family lived in Kingscote until 1838 when they moved to the 

mainland. Henry was a member of the Adelaide City Council in 1841 and the House of Assembly in 

1860. From 1866 to 1871 he was a Member of the Legislative Council.  

 

Hiram T Mildred turned his hand to various pursuits in the new colony. Among his early work, was 

surveying under Boyle Travers Finniss and continuing work on the Rapid.   

 

The speaker reminded us of Charles Hillôs famous painting of the scene on Proclamation Day, 

memorialising Captain John Hindmarshôs Proclamation and the establishment of Government in 

South Australia, which took place beside The Old Gum Tree on December 28, 1836.  

The ñRapidò c. 1836 [B 2006] 
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The State Library has a pencil sketch 

by Hiram showing Gougerôs tent and 

the very spot where the Proclamation 

ceremony was held. Hiramôs 

drawings and writings about this early 

period help us to understand what 

living in early Adelaide must have 

been like. He later worked as a farmer, 

miner, general agent, and several 

other occupations. His experience in 

surveying was useful in later life.  

 

We know Hiram went to the 

goldfields in 1852, along with so 

many others, for he kept a diary of his 

trip to the Victorian gold diggings and back to Adelaide, recording the route taken, observations on 

diggers, and experiences working a claim.  

 

He married Helen Jane Ellis in St. Georgeôs 

Church Magill. In the 1850s, Hiram Mildred 

and his family lived in Alpha Cottage 

Campbelltown (now Bene Aged Care facility) a 

small cottage he had built across the road from 

his parent's house Clairville, where he farmed 

his land and became interested in the wine 

industry.  The local community pulled together 

when a gift of two acres was given to build a 

new Anglican church. The secretary of the 

building committee was Hiram T Mildred. He 

called for tenders to build the new church on the 

donated land. Bishop Short laid the foundation stone on 16 August 1859. Family members are buried 

in the cemetery of St Martinôs Church.  

 

He was appointed Sub-Collector of Customs at Port Elliot and Encounter Bay in 1858. Not long after, 

he and his wife moved to an equivalent post in Port Augusta, then a frontier town, an important port, 

where he held various civil service positions until his retirement in 1877. His services to the 

community of the area were varied. In the absence of anyone duly qualified, he acted as a doctor, 

earning the gratitude of the local people in 1861. He became Clerk of the Local Court, a position he 

held for 17 years and Secretary to the Local Board of Main Roads and Harbour Master. He was one 

of the men who actively supported the building of St Augustineôs Anglican Church in 1868 and was 

a lay reader. In 1873, he became the District Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths. In 1876, he 

was appointed JP for Port Augusta. On his retirement, he lived in North Adelaide and remained active 

in the community. He is buried in North Road Cemetery. In 2020 Anne and her sister Pip installed a 

paver in Settlement Square at the Migration Museum in memory of their Mildred and Munday 

families. 

Gougerôs tent at Glenelg c. 1836 [PRG 307/7] 

The first four rooms of Alpha Cottage were built for 

Hiram Mildred in the early 1850s. Photo c. 1930s 
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May Meeting  
THE DEFIANT ANTI -CONSCRIPTIONIST : 

THE CURIOUS LIFE OF E  H COOMBE  

by Dianne Wilson 

 

The May Meeting was a History Festival Event, and the speakers were 

Helen Hennessy and Patricia (Pat) Booth. Helen, a local historian, was 

introduced to the book History of Gawler by Ephraim Henry Coombe. 

This was over 40 years ago, when she commenced work as chief 

librarian in Gawler. Her interest was aroused when she discovered that 

the house she was renovating had been E. H. Coombeôs family home.  
 

In 2015, at an Australian history event, Helen met Pat, the great 

granddaughter of E H Coombe (always known as Harry). With information 

collected by Helen over many years and family stories from Pat, they 

produced the book The Defiant Anti-conscriptionist - The curious life of 

Ephraim Henry Coombe. 

 

Harryôs father, also Ephraim Henry Coombe, migrated from Devon in 1854. 

By 1855, he had arrived in Gawler where he began work as a farm labourer 

and a railway porter. He married Mary Lock but sadly she died after six years 

of marriage. Ephraim was left with two small boys, Harry (5 years old) and 

Thomas (2 years old). Two other children, including baby Elizabeth, did not survive. Mary and 

Elizabeth are buried in the Gawler Cemetery. In 1866, Ephraim married Elizabeth Tall, a cook from 

Willunga. They may have met through their Wesleyan faith. Ephraim was now working for James 

Harris at the Gawler Stores in Murray Street. 

 

In 1867 the family moved to Willaston, where Ephraim worked as a storeman. Harry and Thomas 

attended the Leonard Samuel Burton Primary School. By 1875, Ephraim was storekeeper and 

postmaster of the Willaston General Stores. 

 

Harry left school at 11 years of age and worked for James Harrisô Gawler Stores, where his father 

had previously worked. These stores were opposite the Old Spot Hotel. He later left to join his father 

at the Willaston General Stores. 

 

In 1880, Harry married 18-year-old Sarah 

Heywood. She had travelled from Victoria in 

a stagecoach to visit relatives in Gawler. 

Harry and Sarah had a long marriage, and six 

of their seven children survived. Their first 

home in Willaston, purchased in 1905, still 

exists and is well maintained.  
 

The family business, which now included 

confectionary manufacture, moved to Gawler, opposite the Gawler Institute. Harry used the reading 
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room in the nearby Institute where he learnt shorthand and undertook typing classes. This was to lead 

to his active life as a journalist and a politician. 

 

In 1888, Harry became the local correspondent for The Register. 

He also became a Hansard reporter, while his wife ran their 

confectionary shop. Other tasks undertaken, were as editor of the 

local newspaper The Bunyip and the SA Institutional Journal. 

This was followed by the position of editor of the Daily Herald. 

At this point, Harry and Elizabeth moved to Stepney, Adelaide.  
 

Through his occupation as a journalist, Harry formed many links with the trade union movement. 

This led to his active political life, in which he contested at five elections. In 1915, Harry became a 

member of the United Labor Party. For fourteen years, he represented the Barossa region. During that 

time, he advocated for womenôs suffrage, the Barossa Water Scheme and the extension of the railway 

line from Gawler to Angaston. He stressed the economic importance of Barossa wines and apples as 

well as local canning and jam-making industries.  

 

Trouble struck during the First World War. Harry believed that South Australian Germans should not 

be discriminated against. He was against the closure of Lutheran schools and the replacement of 

German place names with English ones. 

 

Harry was not against the war (three of his sons enlisted 

and one of these, Harry, was killed) but he strongly 

opposed conscription as rural areas needed agricultural 

workers. He was treated harshly by his parliamentary 

colleagues and regarded as a traitor to the war effort. In 

1917 Harry was prosecuted under the War Precautions 

Act and fined. His family, according to Pat, was 

extremely upset with the treatment Harry had endured. 

Not long after this, during a busy week of campaigning, 

Harry suffered a stroke. A week later he passed away.  

 

A memorial to E H Coombe (Harry), stands in Murray Street, Tanunda.  It was begun in 1919 but 

was not completed until 1931, due to lack of funding. Unfortunately, 

Ephraim was misspelt by the stonemason! 

 

The Burnside Historical Society is fortunate to have Pat Booth as one of its 

members. She approached me in 2024 offering to give a talk with Helen, 

on E H Coombe. A large audience enjoyed learning about his life and 

seeing photographs of buildings, family members (women adorned with 

jewellery) and a beautiful two-page testimonial presented to Harry in 1914, 

when he left Gawler. Thank you, Helen and Pat, for your presentation. 

Helen travelled all the way from Gawler to attend our meeting. She has left 

us with the good advice: to always write names on the back of photos! 
 

Photos from PowerPoint, used with permission 
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June Meeting 
MADGE AND BIBS AND THE ADVANCING GIRLS 

by Dianne Wilson 

 

ñLights, Camera, Action!ò. On Monday 16 June, BHS members and visitors ñwent to the moviesò to 

see Madge and Bibs and the Advancing Girls, a film made by Rob George.    

 

Rob a graduate of the University of Adelaide, has produced a diverse 

body of work in film, television and theatre. For 45 years, he has been 

a writer, director and producer at Prospect Productions. With a keen 

interest in Adelaideôs past, Rob has produced three documentaries for 

The South Australian History Festival, including Madge and Bibs and 

the Advancing Girls. Madge and Bibs were sisters and are Robôs great, 

great aunts. He used family letters and diaries, which had been stored 

in an old box, to provide information for his film. 

 

Madeline Rees George (Madge) and Marian 

Rees George (Bibs) arrived in South Australia 

in 1875 to join their widowed mother Nancy 

(Ann) and their brother Frank. Ann ran a small 

school in West Terrace but complained about 

ñdifficult studentsò. Frank was Superintendent 

of Works, involved in projects such as the 

bridge at Murray Bridge, harbour works at Port Victor and the Cape Jaffa lighthouse.  

 

Ann had contacted Julia Farr, wife of the Headmaster of St Peterôs Boysô College to enquire if she 

knew of any governess positions. Madge initially worked for families. Bibs gained employment at 

Miss Martinôs School.  

 

Unlike New South Wales, South Australia was a free colony, in which freedom of expression and 

religion, social justice and reform were highly regarded. There was an equal number of women and 

men, and womenôs roles were beginning to change. Women were making powerful informal networks 

and the Suffrage Movement was taking shape. Women were no longer being regarded as ñweak and 

ineffectualò (Rousseau).  It became evident that girls required education equal to that being received 

by boys. The Dame Schools for middle-class girls were no longer adequate, with their teaching of 

ñfeminineò crafts such as Music, French and Sewing. 

 

In 1879, John Anderson Hartley, a strong advocate for 

girlsô education, became Inspector-General of schools. 

That same year, the Advanced School for Girls was 

founded in Franklin Street, Adelaide. In 1880, Madge 

was employed as a German teacher, and Bibs followed 

her to teach French. The two women worked side by 

side, but Bibs was always in the background.  

Railway Bridge, Murray Bridge [B 3111] c. 1870 

A composite image showing Marian and Madeline 

Rees George and the Advanced School for Girls 

building on Grote Street 

Rob George and Dianne Wilson 
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In 1886, Madge became Headmistress of the 

school, and she held this position until 1908. 

In 1892, the school moved to Grote Street, 

Adelaide. The Advanced School for Girls 

was the first state secondary school for girls 

in Australia. An annual fee of 3 guineas was 

charged. The school dominated girlsô 

education. In 1881, women were admitted to 

the University of Adelaide.  

 

 

In Rob George´s words, ómost of the female graduates of the University 

of Adelaide in the 19th century were former students at the Advanced 

School for Girls and the success of the school played a significant role 

in women gaining the right to vote in 1894ô. Many former students at 

the school, who then graduated, became educationalists and doctors, 

including Dr Helen Mayo OBE. She co-founded the School for 

Mothers, which later became the Mothersô and Babiesô Health 

Association. She was also instrumental in establishing the Adelaide 

Lyceum Club.  

 

 

The Advanced School for Girls amalgamated with Adelaide High 

School in 1908. The new head was William Adey and Madeline Rees 

George was in charge of the girls. She resigned in 1913 and died in 

1931. Her sister Marian died in 1938. Madeline is commemorated today 

by the M. Rees George Prize for French at the University of Adelaide.    

 

 

Thankyou Rob for this brilliant production. By using re-enactments, old 

photographs and interviews with the Governor, Her Excellency Francis 

Adamson and leading historians Professor Alison Mackinnon and Dr 

Susan Marsden, you did, in your own words, ópaint a picture of a radical 

colony that uses education to transform the status of women in society, 

politics and in their own hearts and mindsô.  

 

 

 

At the end of the meeting, Rob was pleased to be shown, 

by a BHS member, a Certificate of Merit. This was from 

the Advanced School for Girls and was signed Miss M. 

Rees George ï as Madge always referred to herself.  

 

 

 

Advanced School for Girls building, Grote Street, Adelaide. 

Reference adelaideaz.com 

Dr. Helen Mayo [B 25677/14]  

c. 1900 

Miss M. Rees George 

[B 25677/3] c.1890 



23 
 

July Meeting 
SHOW AND TELL WITH A BELL  

HISTORIC ITEMS WITH A BURNSIDE CONNECTION  
by Judy Fander 

 

Please read a full description of the items in the article starting on page 59 
 

The July meeting of the BHS featured a group of presenters who shared personal 

items with connections to Burnside and more widely.  
 

Colin Harris  opened the meeting by demonstrating two servants' bells, part of 

a set from a demolished Burnside residence. He later explained the use of a 

sickle and a scythe in the harvesting of grain and the cutting of hay.  
 

A collection of historic olive oil bottles was the starting point for Margaret 

Fordôs account of the history of olive oil production in South Australia.  
 

Barbara Paton showed us a hank of silk, manufactured from cocoons grown on mulberry trees at 

Glenside Hospital. We were pleased to have Barbara speak to us, as a local resident of Burnside.  
 

Helen Bills produced her 54-year-old copy of the Green and Gold Cookery Book ï a fund raiser for 

Kingôs College, now Pembroke School. James Bills, her husbandôs grandfather, was the second 

headmaster of Kingôs College,  
 

Judy Fander showed a watercolour by Laura Gee, a gift from the Treloar family in Erindale. Lionel 

Gee and his wife, Laura, were long-time residents of Burnside.  
 

Bob Stace provided us with an account of the Wilson/Lillywhite family Bible, and its erratic journey 

from England to the South Pacific, then to South Australia, and then to the Lillywhite farm at Magill.  
 

Roger Billsô grandfather, Edward Bromley, was the State's first Divisional Meteorologist and served 

for 39 years at the South Australian Weather Bureau, from 1908 to 1947. Roger showed his hand-

held field barometer.  
 

Richard Houseôs painting was a watercolour by an early local 20th century artist, Arnold Jarvis. Born 

and raised in Burnside, he lived at 62 Knightsbridge Road, Knightsbridge.  
 

As a result of this BHS evening, we received a gift from a descendant of the Hubbe family - the key 

to the former Hübbe family home at 28 Statenborough Street, Knightsbridge (now Leabrook). This 

local heritage listed home has a Burnside Historical Society brass plaque which marks the site of 

Edith Agnes Hübbeôs home and her famous school.  
 

Finally, Richard House, a foundation and life member of the BHS, was thanked 

for his invaluable 45-years of service to the Society. He held the offices of 

President, Secretary and Treasurer, and compiled extended indexes to key books 

about the history of Burnside, an incredibly valuable contribution. Recently he 

donated copies of The Paddocks Beneath Extended Index to the BHS.  

 

The meeting concluded with homemade scones, jam and cream. The recipe used 

was from the Green and Gold Cookery Book.  
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August Meeting 
JESSIE MARY VASEY, A WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE  

by Judy Fander 

 

The year 2025 commemorates the 80th anniversary of the end of World War 

II . Diane Carr from the War Widows Association of Australia SA was 

invited to discuss the organisation's history, its 

Rose Park location, and future, in recognition of 

the armed forces' contributions to Australian life. 

Diane, a past president, shared some stories of her 

own familyôs experience of war and life in the 

armed forces. Her father, who served in WWII, often talked about Oswald 

Mosley and his fascist Brownshirts marching in London, and the resulting 

riot in the working-class and Jewish area of East London in 1936. A Ten 

Pound Pom herself, she arrived as a 13-year-old in Adelaide with her family in 1966. Her husband 

was in the Royal Australian Navy. She returned to Adelaide from Canberra following her husbandôs 

death in 2018.  
 
She spoke of the difficulties experienced by ex-servicemen being properly recognised for their 

service, citing as examples those who served during the Malayan Emergency, an unrecognised war, 

and those who served during peacetime, notably the sailors aboard the Royal Navy destroyer HMAS 

Voyager. Dianeôs husband served on the Voyager at the time of its sinking after a collision with the 

HMAS Melbourne at Jervis Bay in 1964. Later, he was on the HMAS Melbourne when it hit the USS 

Frank E. Evans, cutting her in half. Both collisions resulted in significant loss of life and left survivors 

with lasting psychological and emotional trauma. This is now identified as post-traumatic stress 

disorder.  
 

Diane then told us about Jessie Vasey, the nationally recognised founder of 

the War Widows Guild.  Her husband, Major General George Alan Vasey, 

rose to the rank of major general during the Second World War before being 

tragically killed in a plane crash near Cairns in 1945. A compassionate man, 

Vasey knew the hardships faced by families when their men were killed. 

Compassion was a trait the couple shared. After his death, Jessie began a 

campaign to improve the conditions for war widows. A war widow refers 

to a woman whose husband has died as a result of his military service during 

a war or conflict. She soon drew wide support. Jessie, well-educated and 

articulate, was passionate about her fight for justice. 
 

War widowsô pensions were inadequate. In 1946, most women had no skills to enter the paid 

workforce. What they needed was clear: secure housing, and a chance to learn skills which would 

enable them to be independent. The Association was about women banding together to help 

themselves through their own efforts.  Her first target was the so-called ñmorality clauseò relating to 

pensions. Apart from the pension, war widows were able to apply for grants for special needs. 

However, any money granted had to be itemised and accounted for.  One woman, having applied for 

a grant, spent part of it on three pairs of stockings as a present for her nieces who were caring for her 

in their home. This item was not considered appropriate. It was also not suitable for a widow to be 
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seen in the company of a man. These prejudices held women back. The campaign against this clause 

was successful after Womenôs Weekly lent its valuable support.  

 

Jessie found a supporter and advocate for her housing initiative in the Prime Minister, Sir Robert 

Menzies. The Commonwealth government agreed to subsidise their building program. War Widows 

Association branches were quickly established in all states.  

 

In Adelaide, land was bought on Fullarton Road, Rose Park, and houses were built.  The women were 

keen to support themselves, and in the early days ran a shop selling their craft work. The fifth Annual 

Conference of the War Widows took place in Adelaide in 1952 at Undelcarra, Burnside. The 

President that year was Mrs Eric Mayo. 

 

Society has changed dramatically since then. The number of war widows has declined. Women are 

better educated and able to support themselves. So, in the early 2000s, the Rose Park property was 

sold to ACH Group, although most residents remained in place. Plans are currently underway to 

relocate the residents and redevelop the site. The Association has been negotiating for a new meeting 

hall for its members to be built at 35 Hewitt Avenue, Rose Park. Diane Carr has also successfully 

applied to the City of Burnside for a Blue Heritage Plaque to be placed at the front of Vasey House. 

This will help ensure the heritage-listed house is protected.   

 

Vasey House was built in 1899 for land agent 

Richard Verco, an example of a 'gentleman's 

residence' constructed shortly after the initial 

subdivision of Rose Park. The house has been 

owned by Australian War Widows (formerly 

known as the War Widowsô Guild) since 1963 

and was named in honour of Mrs Jessie Vasey, 

the Guildôs founder and inaugural President. 

The sandstone villa features a return verandah, 

ornate Corinthian columns framing the front 

window bay, and intricate cast iron detailing. 

The property is also distinguished by its cast-iron fence and gate. 

 

Diane successfully applied to the Burnside Council for an environmental grant as she had seen too 

many polystyrene wreaths and plastic flowers at War Memorials, 

which the next day went to landfill. She came up with an alternative.  

With the help of Centennial Park authorities, who provided a hall, 

she organised a membersô workshop to produce a better alternative. 

The wreath is made from vine pruning, which can be decorated with 

leaves and flowers that are readily available and can be reused. The 

experiment was so successful that she intends to promote the idea 

Australia-wide. This truly embodies one of Jessieôs original ideas 

of the War Widows as an organisation supporting itself through its 

craft work. And it takes us forward to a future where we care more 

for our planet. 
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September Meeting 
THE REGAL THEATRE: CELEBRATING 100 YEARS  

by Helen Bills 

 

Steve Virgo, manager of the Regal Theatre since 2018 and Anne Monceaux, City of Burnside (CoB) 

Mayor and lifelong supporter and advocate for the 

Regal Theatre gave a richly described and illustrated 

potted history of the past 100 years of the Regal 

Theatre and an insight into the future of the 

complex. Their passion for this Burnside treasure 

and their determination to see it protected, 

preserved, promoted and celebrated today and into 

the future, was clear.  
 

The Theatre first opened its doors on 24 November 1925 as the Princess Theatre. It was designed by 

renowned South Australian architect 

Chris A. Smith and built for the National 

Picture Theatre chain. Following the 

liquidation of National Theatres, the 

cinema was purchased by the Waterman 

family in 1928, and it was renamed the 

Marryatville Ozone. The Watermans 

undertook a striking Art Deco renovation 

in 1941, embracing the glamour and 

optimism of that era with architectural 

enhancements that still define the theatreôs character today. The 1941 renovation was led by F. 

Kenneth Milne Architects, adding bold Art Deco features, including its iconic blue and pink ceiling.  

 

In 1951, The Ozone joined the Hoyts cinema 

chain, one of Australiaôs largest. With the 

advent of widescreen technology, CinemaScope 

was installed in 1955, along with a new, wider 

proscenium to accommodate the format. 

Despite these upgrades, the rise of television led 

to a decline in suburban cinema attendance.  
 

The Ozone was put up for sale in 1963. Amoco 

Petrol Company wanted to buy it to demolish it 

and build a 

petrol station 

on the site. In a defining moment, the City of Burnside stepped in to 

purchase the building, preserving it for community use. This act of 

civic pride ensured the theatreôs survival and its continued role as a 

cultural landmark.  
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In 1971, Wallis Cinemas took over the lease and renamed it the 

Chelsea Cinema. A major restoration followed when seating was 

reduced from 1,145 to 586 for improved comfort and 

accessibility. In 1983, the Chelsea theatre was officially listed on 

the South Australian Heritage Register (Item 10952), recognising 

its architectural and cultural significance. Then a further upgrade 

added a new floor, screen, acoustic equipment, carpet and the 

building was repainted for the first time since 1955, restoring its 

visual charm.  

 

In 2008, the City of Burnside received a request enquiring as to whether Council would be prepared 

to sell the Chelsea Cinema and the adjacent May Street property. The Council decided to run an 

Expression of Interest process for the sale of the site. This 

ultimately led to a strong activism within the community, 

contesting any sale and demanding that the building 

remain in public ownership as a cinema in perpetuity. As 

a result, the City of Burnside abandoned the sale process 

and opted instead to lease the cinema to a private cinema 

operator. Republic Theatres were awarded the lease, and 

the Cinema was subsequently renamed the Regal Theatre. 

Republic Theatres ran the cinema until 2017, when 

Council opted to take over management of the cinema 

using internal resources. Council has maintained its operation as a cinema while progressively 

enhancing its offering of live performances. 

 

Anne gave us many animated stories of when she attended the movies as a child while growing up 

nearby. She also told us that in 2010, she read in The Messenger newspaper about protests that 

opposed the sale of the Chelsea. Her passion for saving the Chelsea/Regal was the catalyst for her to 

stand for Council, and it also keeps her committed to the role of Mayor. 

 

The City of Burnside has an Our History Video Series. https://www.burnside.sa.gov.au/About-

Council/About-Us/Our-History/Our-History-Video-Series. Episode 7, The Regal Theatre, was 

screened at the meeting as was a YouTube showing the Regal Theatre Precinct Master Plan. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve and Anne finished 

by encouraging us all to attend the 

 REGAL THEATRE TURNS 100 

celebration. 
 

 

 

 
 

Information and images sourced from the PowerPoint and https://www.theregaltheatre.com.au/history/ 

https://www.burnside.sa.gov.au/About-Council/About-Us/Our-History/Our-History-Video-Series
https://www.burnside.sa.gov.au/About-Council/About-Us/Our-History/Our-History-Video-Series
https://www.theregaltheatre.com.au/history/
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October Meeting 
WHATôS BEHIND THE NAME?  

THE STORIES OF BURNSIDEôS SUBURBS 
by Judy Fander 

 

At our October meeting, we explored the fascinating histories behind the 

names of Burnsideôs suburbs. Our guest speaker, Michelle Toft , who has 

served as the Historical and Cultural Officer for the City of Burnside since 

2019, provided insightful commentary on this topic. Michelle is highly 

qualified to delve into the origins of the 28 official suburbs, as well as those 

whose names have faded from use, and to recount their stories. For those 

interested, a downloadable list about Burnsideôs suburbs is available on the 

Council website and the BHS website https://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/historical-project/suburb-

names-burnside/. Additionally, the Council is sharing a series on Burnside suburbs through its 

Facebook page. 

 

Why do names matter? The names reflect community thoughts, feelings and attitudes towards their 

new home, as well as their traditions. Names and their histories reveal our past. Hazelwood was 

originally the name of a school in England and adopted by the Clark family as the name of their 

property. Other British names include Beulah Park, Skye and Erindale. 

 

Michelle engaged the audience with several 

interactive quizzes. One particularly intriguing 

question asked how many former suburb names 

have been abandonedðsurprisingly, the answer is 

49. Examples include Sunnyside (now Beaumont), 

Knoxville (now Glenunga), and Finnissbrook (now 

Waterfall Gully). From a list, participants were invited to identify the oldest suburb name still in use 

today (Beaumont) and the most recent (Cleland).  

 

The audience also considered suburbs named after 

people; for instance, Auldana is named after Patrick 

Auld, the founder of a local winery. Glenungaôs 

name is a blend of geographical and Aboriginal 

origins: the Kaurna word "unga" means "nearby." 

Toorak Gardens is an import from Victoria, itself 

originating from an Aboriginal language. 

Geographical features have influenced names such 

as Stonyfell, Waterfall Gully, and Wattle Park. 

 

How did these names become official? Initially, surveyors or common usage determined names. In 

1917, during WWI, a Nomenclature Committee was formed, firstly to replace the then unpopular 

German ones, but remaining in place until 1985. During this period, Councils were sometimes 

involved in the process, in conjunction with the Surveyor Generalôs Department. Currently, the 

process is regulated by the Surveyor Generalôs Department through the Geographical Names Unit.   

Auldana Winery SLSA [B 10612] c. 1872 
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The former suburb Knoxville (now part of 

Glenside and Glenunga) derives its name 

from Nathaniel Knox, who owned farmland 

(1840-1882) there. When he subdivided the 

farm, he called the development Knoxville, 

inspired by an American cousin who had 

done the same in the USA.  

 

An important meat works operated there 

between 1882 and 1913. Its slaughter yards 

and stock paddocks played a major role in 

the local economy with over half of the 

Stateôs lamb production processed through 

the Knoxville meat works.  

The suburb of Tusmore was named by William 

Rogers, a pastoralist, who took the name from his 

birthplace in England. He built Tusmore House, 

demolished in 1962. However, the houseôs entrance 

gates have been preserved and re-erected at the 

Stirling St entrance to Tusmore Park. A gum tree 

avenue, planted by Rogers, and leading to the house 

can still be seen from Greenhill Road.   

 

The story of St Georges is more unusual. The largest property owner in the area was Edward Drew 

in the 1850s, who named his property Highfield. Before subdivision, the area was known as Highfield 

and Glenunga Gardens. It was probably named after St George, the patron saint of England, in 

patriotic spirit immediately after the end of World War I. A public competition was held, which JA 

Harper judged. The winning entry, St Georges came from Miss HE Lewin. 

 

The audience thoroughly enjoyed participating and appreciated Michelleôs enthusiasm and humour 

throughout the session. The idea was raised for a future talk to explore how Burnside Councilôs 

boundaries have changed over time and the reasons behind these changes. 

KNOXVILLE: Interior of W. P. Hill's bacon factory at L'Estrange 

Street, Knoxville c. 1902-1934 SLSA [B 15484] 

Gates and avenue of gumtrees at óTusmore. Parkô  

SLSA [PRG 631/2/535] c. 1898 Tusmore House, Tusmore. SLSA [B 27579] c. 1860 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OUTINGS  
 

This year the Programme Subcommittee organised a beginning of the year luncheon get-together and 

three outings which were of great interest to BHS members and their guests. All these events were 

appreciated and well attended.  

 

Given the choice of visiting either the SA Aviation Museum or the National Railway Museum gave 

rise to much discussion over lunch about the museum highlights. Seeing the old and new council 

chambers and hearing the history of both, was an absolute treat. Finally, discovering who were some 

of the famous Adelaide pioneers buried in the North Road Cemetery, completed an excellent trio of 

outings. 

 

Thanks to Judy Fander, Neville Lawrence, Bob Stace, Liz Silz and Dianne Wilson for the valuable 

contribution you have made to the vibrancy of the BHS through the Outings Programme. 

 

DATE OUTING  PAGE 

Wednesday 15 January Lunch at the Marryatville Hotel 31 

Wednesday 9 April 
Visit to the SA Aviation Museum & National Railway 

Museum at Port Adelaide 
32 

Tuesday 8 July 
Guided Tour of the 1869 and the 2025 Burnside Council 

Chambers and St. Davidôs Church  
 

34 

Wednesday 24 September Guided Tour of the North Road Cemetery 36 

 

 

 

Tram shed at Kensington c. 1910 [PRG 280/1/43/147] National Railway Museum & SA Aviation Museum 

  

Burnside District Council c. 1928, [B 4990] St. Davidôs Church as it was in 1881 
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LUNCH AT THE MARRYATVILLE  HOTEL   
by Bob Stace 

 

Twenty-seven members and friends welcomed in the new BHS year 

with a happy and sociable pub lunch at the Marryatville Hotel on 

Wednesday 15 January.  

 

While we waited for our lunches to be served our 

group was ñentertainedò by Bob Stace with stories 

of Marryatville in the past and some of his 

memories of growing up in the district from 1947.  

We learnt that the village of Marryatville gained its 

name from the maiden name (Marryat) of the wife 

of the Governor at the time (1848), Sir Henry 

Young. The current Marryatville Hotel was built in 

1882 to serve the rapidly growing district east of 

the village of Kensington. The original 

Marryatville Hotel (c. 1858) was further down on 

the southern side of Kensington Rd near the Police 

Station (1885) on the corner of Clapton Rd. 
 

In 1878 Adelaideôs first horse drawn tram service 

was in operation to Kensington with the terminus 

in Shipsters Rd immediately behind where the 

hotel is now. By 1903 this terminus area contained 

large stone car barns, tramway offices, stabling and 

a paddock for up to 120 horses, and a workshop 

and factory for the repair and manufacture of 

trams. The area of the horse paddock eventually 

became the site of the new (now current) 

Marryatville Primary School in 1978. The original 

Marryatville Primary School had opened on the 

corner of Tusmore Ave and Kensington Rd in 

1884. This imposing stone building opposite the 

Regal Theatre still stands today and is a reminder 

to Bob (and President Roger Bills) of their school 

days there in the 1940s and 50s. 
 

Bob directed our attention across Kensington Road from the hotel where on the right of Dudley Rd 

in his youth there was a Central Provision Store (CPS) grocery shop and west of that Treloar Motors 

(now an Ampol service station). To the left of Dudley Rd was a butcher on the corner, then The Spot 

milk bar/deli (great Kitchener buns at 3d each) and further east Mr Daltonôs barber shop. On the 

corner of Tusmore Avenue (where Woolworths is now located) was Linnôs Bakery, whose horse 

drawn delivery carts serviced nearby suburbs up until the 1950ôs. 
 

Bobôs stories and memories of times gone by in Marryatville were a good appetiser for the enjoyable 

lunch which followed. 

Young uniformed conductors standing in front of the 

horse trams in the Shipsters Road Car Barn. SLSA 

c.1900 

Marryatville Hotel. SLSA 9710, c. 1883 
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VISIT TO THE SA AVIATION MUSEUM & NATIONAL 
RAILWAY MUSEUM  AT  PORT ADELAIDE  

by Bob Stace & Helen Bills 
 

Twenty-five members and friends of the BHS visited Port Adelaide on Wednesday 9 April for 

morning tours of the SA Aviation Museum and the National Railway Museum. Members were able 

to make a choice of which museum to visit, and this heightened the enjoyment of all participants. Our 

experiences were enhanced by the helpful and knowledgeable volunteers from each museum.  

 
SA AVIATION MUSEUM  

We were greeted by an SA Aviation 

Museum volunteer guide who provided 

us with an illustrated map which showed 

and named all the aircrafts and exhibits. 

We were then given a brief introduction 

to the museum collection which is 

housed in two huge hangars, plus outside 

and items of interest on the mezzanine 

display level.  

For the next 100 minutes we explored at our own pace marvelling at aircraft we recognised but had 

never seen up close. We had the opportunity to climb into a 

range of planes, helicopters, and cockpits, watch old film 

footage, and view historic photos and memorabilia.  

 

When Roger Bills (BHS President) finishes flight training 

school then maybe the BHS programme committee could 

offer a future ñfar away 

outingò which would 

involve a flight! 

 

There was a display case of items recognising Carl Wilhelm (Bill) 

Wittber who built the first aircraft in SA in the backyard of his 

home in Gurney Road, Dulwich. He is credited with the first aircraft 

flight in SA in March 1910. Most of us had never been to the SA 

Aviation Museum and all agreed it was a thoroughly enjoyable and 

worthwhile experience. 

 

 

NATIONAL RAILWAY MUSEUM  
The National Railway Museum is the largest undercover railway museum 

in Australia, and our enthusiasts were welcomed to it with an enjoyable ride 

around its exterior in a miniature train. Michelle Toftôs young daughter 

Chiara enjoyed the ride so much that she insisted on doing it three times! 

Once inside the spacious museum we were immediately impressed by the 

size and number of powerful locomotives and the range of rolling stock 

which represented over 150 years of South Australiaôs railway history. 


