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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
Romalo House Barn: Council Assessment Panel (CAP) meeting

A reminder that the City of Burnside’s Council Assessment
Panel will be meeting this Monday evening 2 December to
deal with the development plan for Romalo House including
the application to demolish one of the two historic barns. The
meeting, which is held in the Council Chamber, commences
at 6pm, but we have been advised that as it is the second
item on the agenda it is not necessary to be there punctually
at 6pm. From past practice the barn issue will not be dealt
with until nearer or after 7pm. Entry is via the main door on
Greenbhill Road that will be well lit! The door will open automatically.
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If you are free, | urge you to attend so that the BHS can be seen as being serious in our desire to preserve
history in the Burnside region.

BHS Committee calls a Special General Meeting (SGM)

At its recent November meeting, the BHS Committee voted unanimously to hold a Special General Meeting
(SGM) of the Society to allow members to vote on a straightforward amendment to our Constitution (The
“Rules” of our incorporated Society) This SGM will be held immediately following our first meeting of 2025
on Monday 17 February.

This situation has arisen because of difficulties the Committee faced in planning the Society’s Annual General
Meeting (AGM) which has previously been held on the same night as our April meeting. In 2025. this clashes
with Easter Monday and was deemed to not be a suitable occasion for our normal general monthly meeting
or the AGM. Our current constitution requires us to hold the AGM by the end of April, and in spite of exploring
a range of possibilities for the timing of an AGM in April, no suitable date was available.

The solution agreed to by the Committee is to slightly amend our constitution at a SGM with a one word
change replacing “April” with “June.” This will allow our AGM to be held in May or as late as June if necessary.
To alter the constitution at the SGM a 60% majority of members present, and voting is required. If this is
approved at the SGM in February, the Committee plans to hold the AGM on the same night as our regular
May meeting.

| am providing you all with this preliminary information now which will be followed up in January with a
document which formally advises you of the date and time of the SGM, the wording of the motion to be put,

the agenda and process for the meeting, and the reasons for the needed change. It is envisaged that the
SGM should not take longer than 15 minutes to complete the process.



And on a lighter note: Thank You, Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year

My thanks to the vast multitude of members in the BHS for their tireless support and input to the successful
planning and running of our Society. We finished on a flourish of people (88) in our November meeting, and
it would be stunning if we can maintain these numbers next year.

Thank you everyone, the committee members, the volunteers, all the willing helpers, and indeed everyone
who has attended our meetings. Next year? More brilliant meetings and activities are already planned. Stay
tuned!

BHS: Preserving, protecting, promoting, and celebrating the history in Burnside.
We are now entering the celebrating phase.

Thank you and “Cheers”
Roger Bills

2025 PROGRAMME NEWS

January Lunch at the Kent Town Hotel

Our traditional January Pub Lunch will be held at the Kent
Town Hotel on Wednesday 15 January at 12noon. A full A
La Carte or Seniors’ Menu is available and there is ample
free underground parking on site. Bookings must be
confirmed by phoning the BHS number 0422 705 916 by
1 6 January.

All members and friends are welcome.

First meeting for 2025: Monday 17 February at 7.30pm

Our speaker for the February meeting is Dr Jenny Tilby-Stock who will speak on the '1 l,
topic of The passionate and principled political career of Jennifer Cashmore MHA.
Dr Tilby Stock, who in retirement, is a Visiting Research Fellow, is currently
researching South Australia’s early women MP’s and is well equipped to speak on
the life of South Australia’s fifth female State MP Jennifer Cashmore and her 15
years’ service in the House of Assembly.
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A brief Special General Meeting will follow this meeting (see President’s Report
above).

March Meeting

Our March meeting will be held on Monday 17 March and will

feature BHS member Anne Martin speaking on the intriguing

y life of Hiram Mildred who rose from Colonel Light’s cabin boy
\ L on the Rapid to prominent colonial citizen.

The Rapid approaching Gulf St Vincent with
Hiram Mildred aboard in August 1836.




The November Meeting: Celebrating the BHS Year, Launching the Journal, and an
Adventure Story.

Our November meeting was a fitting end to an enjoyable and interesting programme for 2024. The meeting
was highlighted by an attendance of 88 (61 members and 27 visitors) who had gathered to hear our guest
speaker David Lyne , to take part in the much anticipated launch of the 2024 BHS Journal, and to join in a
celebratory supper at the end of the meeting.

David Lynne captivated us all with his story of Western Australia’s Canning
Stock Route and his personal experiences of traversing this inhospitable and
remote route by motor vehicle in the 1970s. David set the scene with a brief
history of the exploration of Western Australia’s central and northern interior
which was undertaken by Peter Warburton, John Forrest and Ernest Giles
during the 1870s. Then followed the story of Alfred Canning, who on behalf of

; the WA Government in 1906-07, took on the
daunting task of surveying a stock route from
Halls Creek in the East Kimberley, south to
Wiluna, a distance of some 2000 kms. This
route had become necessary to enable cattle
to be driven overland from the north to the markets in the Goldfields and
Perth to the south. The previously used sea transport could not be used
because of an ongoing infestation of ticks. Canning then supervised the
construction of the stock route in 1908-10, establishing 68 watering points
along the way. The first cattle drive took place in 1911, but it was used
infrequently for the next 20 years with only eight more mobs of cattle using
the track. After refurbishment in the early 1930s, once again supervised by
Canning now in in his seventies, the stock route was used another twenty
times with the final droving run completed in 1959.
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The second part of David’s presentation covered his own personal adventure in July 1977 of traversing this
inhospitable and rarely used “track” with three friends in two Land Rovers. The 20-day expedition came to
life for all of us as David relived his memories and illustrated them with many photos taken at the time. The
two vehicles and a trailer carried 1005 litres of fuel for the trip and food for 14 days (food was rationed when
progress was slower than anticipated). The adventurers camped on the underdefined track most nights as
_, there was no other sign of life in this remote area for the duration of
the trip. Progress across many sandhills was terribly slow with their
worst day only covering 25 kms. A major and unplanned mechanical
issue threatened the journey but some improvised and ingenious
repairs using a metal BBQ plate saved the day. David’s adventure, so
vividly portrayed, made the listeners’ own off road adventures in more
recent times seem very tame!




The Launch of the 2024 BHS Journal then took place and was introduced by an
B ARH o ElSotiety interesting presentation from Helen Bills which outlined the story of the Journal and
JOURNAL its production. This culminated in a “rattle of the drums moment” when the 2024
Journal was revealed for the first time. They were then presented to those who had
contributed articles and then members were invited to collect their copy.

A supper to celebrate the BHS year followed.
Special thanks go to our supper committee for
preparing the tasty food and to Sharran and lan
Northcott for providing the Howard Vineyard wine.

LEFT: Liz Silz presenting Henry
Krichauff with his copy of the
Journal for his article on his
Great Uncle Frederik

RIGHT: Dianne Wilson and
Glen Woodward enjoying the
celebratory supper

Collecting your copy of the Journal

Most members and all CoB councillors have now received their copy of the 2024 Journal. If you were unable
to attend the November meeting, then your Journal will be available for collection at the February meeting.
If this is not possible, then please organise for a friend to collect it on your behalf. Postage is very expensive.

Show and Tell with a Bell

There has been strong interest in members volunteering to present and speak briefly about
an object of theirs which has a connection with Burnside’s history. This event has now been
scheduled for our meeting on 21 July. If you would like further information about this
presentation or would like to volunteer to participate, then please contact Judy Fander on
0412 758 776 as soon as possible.

Suppers in 2025: A message from the Supper committee

We all enjoy catching up after our monthly meetings for a cuppa and a chat.

Due to new regulations, increases in costs, and difficulty in accessing compostable cups
capable of taking hot fluids, we ask for your assistance.

"i@ Please bring a Keep Cup with you to our monthly meetings next year if possible.
Hdﬁ (You could ask Santa to bring you a Keep Cup for Christmas!)
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If you forget, or don’t have a Keep Cup, then we have a new supply of

coffee/tea mugs to help.

Bulletin Editor: Bob Stace, Editorial Support: Helen Bills, Email Distribution: Roger Bills
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