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INTRODUCING THE BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
A friendly welcoming local organisation  

working to promote history and heritage in the Burnside community. 
 

The BHS was founded in 1980 and has been an active and enthusiastic participant in the Burnside 

community throughout the ensuing 41 years. 

 

Objectives 

• To arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian and South 

Australian history and in particular the history of the City of Burnside. 

• To promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of works, source material 

and artefacts of all kinds relating to the City of Burnside. 

• To assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works, and sites of historical 

significance in the City of Burnside. 

• To cooperate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia. 

 

Membership 

Membership of BHS is open to all persons or bodies who subscribe to the above objectives and who 

pay the prescribed annual subscription fee - $30 for single members and $45 for families or couples. 

Membership is currently 120. 

 

Meetings  

General meetings are held on the third Monday of the month (February to November inclusive), 

commencing at 7.30pm in the Coralie Soward Hall of the Burnside Community Centre, 401 Greenhill 

Road, Tusmore. Generally, the main feature at each meeting is an interesting guest speaker along 

with a brief component of Society business. 

 

Details of meetings, the speaker programme, events, and activities can be found on our Website and 

Facebook page. Coming events can often be found in the Eastern Herald and the Burnside Focus 

Newsletter. 

 

Visitors are most welcome to attend our meetings 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Like so many other organizations world- wide, the Burnside Historical Society was forced to adapt 

its methods of communicating with members with the arrival of Covid 19.  

 

No longer was the quarterly Newsletter adequate to alert members to meeting cancellations, 

postponements and State health requirements should our monthly meetings be permitted to proceed. 

President Derek Bransbury initiated the more frequent publication of the Bulletin, which could be 

emailed to members at short notice. It was thought that this document, often involving much time and 

effort, should remain as brief as possible, whilst allowing our members to keep abreast with current 

BHS activities and requirements. 

 

The last Newsletter was produced in September 2020, and it was suggested that an annual Journal 

could be created to allow more detailed articles to be written concerning BHS activities and special 

projects. This could also include detailed summaries of our monthly meetings at which many 

interesting and learned guests address members and visitors on a variety of historical subjects; hence 

the arrival of this Journal in November 2021. We were extremely delighted to receive a generous 

grant from the Burnside Council enabling this publication to proceed. 

 

We trust that our members, friends and new Burnside residents will enjoy dipping into the diverse 

range of articles relating to the historical aspects of the Burnside area. 

 

Challenging times have led to a creative and new method of communication for the BHS. 

 

 

 
 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE:    L-R    Liz Silz, Bob Stace, Anne Both and Helen Bills 
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PRESIDENT’S REFLECTIONS 
on a challenging but successful 2021 

President Derek Bransbury 

 

Covid19 has continued to impact on our meetings and 

activities during the past 12 months. Since we reopened for 

‘business’ in August 2020 with our 40th Birthday 

Celebration meeting we have been able to conduct all of our 

meetings except for the one planned for July ‘21 which was 

cancelled at the last minute due to a COVID lockdown. 

COVID-Safe rules have applied for much of this time but 

thanks to the tireless work of many volunteers we have been 

able to adapt and comply with the changing rules. We have 

also appreciated the support of the City of Burnside for 

providing the spacious community hall for our meetings 

 

Our monthly general meetings have been well attended and the topics have reflected the history of 

both Burnside and beyond. Positive comments by members and visitors have been heartening to the 

members who work so hard to make them happen. Speakers whose meetings were cancelled last year, 

kindly agreed to speak on the same topic this year. We have had some excellent talks this year 

including those by Michelle Toft and Mark Ellis, both employees of the City of Burnside. I thank the 

Programme Planning Committee members who have worked so hard to plan, contact and organise 

these excellent speakers and the two trips for the year, one to West Terrace Cemetery and the other 

to Port Adelaide. Reports of the 2021 programme are included in this Journal. 

 

For all meetings we now must have a Covid-safe plan which determines the number of people at 

meetings, requires us to keep check-in details, to arrange safe distanced seating, and to ensure all 

touched surfaces are sterilised. This has created extra work for our committee and meeting organisers. 

I thank everyone for managing this so cheerfully.  

 

Our constitution, which was revised at the 2020 AGM, was finally adopted after a review by 

Corporate Affairs. A significant change motivated by the Covid-19 lockdowns, was the addition of a 

clause in the constitution allowing postal and email voting.  

 

A consequence of some meetings being cancelled in 2020 was the loss of personal contact with 

members. To keep in touch, the monthly Bulletin was born. It became even more important with the 

end of the quarterly Newsletter in August 2020. Our Bulletin has matured in 2021into a short monthly 

publication to keep members informed of forthcoming meetings, current events, and news.  

 

Concurrently the concept of this Journal was developed, and I thank all the contributors and the 

Journal Committee for their time, energy, and creativity in producing this fine record of BHS in 2021. 

We also very much appreciate the City of Burnside for the Community Grant to enable its publication.  

 

The Burnside Library has always played an important role in the 40 years of BHS. A positive and 

productive working relationship has been established with Michelle Toft, the Burnside Historical and 
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Cultural Officer. BHS archivist Cathy Bransbury has provided regular help organising and 

maintaining resources in the Local History Room. These rich and varied resources are available to 

the public. Michelle Toft is now receiving many history related enquiries from the public. To help 

with these, she has recently established a volunteer group to assist. This group which includes BHS 

members, will provide regular assistance in the History Room with enquiries from members of the 

public.  

 

During the year we gave copies of some recent BHS documents to the Council for inclusion in a time 

capsule to be buried in the redevelopment of Kensington Gardens Reserve. 

 

In History month, in partnership with Michelle Toft and library staff, BHS members gave talks and 

led tours as reported in this Journal. All these were well attended by members of the public who 

showed great interest in and appreciation of our presentations.  

 

The City of Burnside has recently established a Burnside Heritage Reference Group and we were 

invited to join. The Group seeks to further promote awareness and understanding of the history and 

heritage of Burnside. Our involvement with this Group and in supporting residents with heritage 

issues is detailed elsewhere in this Journal. 

 

During this year we have focussed on publicising the Society’s activities through the internet and 

through printed media. We have an excellent web site managed by Elaine Smythe and John Thomas. 

This easily navigable site has information on BHS meetings, activities and resources. BHS also has 

an informative Facebook page. Margaret Ford regularly updates it with interesting information, and 

it is linked to postings by the Burnside History and Cultural officer. It receives many “hits” and 

“likes” and is proving a popular internet resource. The monthly Bulletin produced by Derek 

Bransbury and edited by Ross Both, is now emailed or posted to all members, all Burnside 

Councillors, and to other South Australian historical societies. In 2021 we revised our information 

brochure. This bright and colourful brochure comprehensively lists our activities and contact 

information. We are pleased that details of our meetings are now published by the City of Burnside 

in their quarterly FOCUS newsletter and in the weekly newspaper, Adelaide East Herald.  

 

Membership numbers have changed over the years.  Currently we have stabilised at about 120. While 

many of the original members and founders have now moved on, we have recently been encouraged 

by the addition of new members who are actively involving themselves in the Society.  

 

I thank the many members, including those on Committees, who over the past year have met in 

various ways through Zoom, in local cafes and in members’ homes. We thank the City of Burnside 

for now allowing our Committee to use a meeting room in the Town Hall, at no charge, as appreciation 

of BHS support to both Council and residents.  

 

In these challenging times, the success of BHS in meeting the goals of our founders has been due to 

the efforts of many members, their commitment to BHS and their friendship. They have helped 

sustain BHS and move it confidently forward to meet the demands of the future. 
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BHS 2021/22 COMMITTEES & SUB-COMMITTEES 
 

Successful organisations thrive when the load is shared. The BHS is no exception 

 

General Committee… 

President:  Derek Bransbury 

Secretary:  Margaret Ford 

Treasurer:  John Thomas 

Members:  Bob Stace,  

  David Monceaux 

  Gill Nield 

  Liz Silz 

 

Minute Secretary: Elaine Smythe 
 

L-R Margaret, David, Bob, John, Liz, Derek, Gill 

Elaine took this photo of the Committee 

  

Program Sub-committee… 

Bob Stace 

Liz Silz 

Cathy Bransbury 

 

 

Bulletin Sub-committee: 

Compiler: Derek Bransbury 

Editor: Ross Both 

Posting: Liz Silz 

Emailing: Margaret Ford 

  

 

Plaques Sub-committee: 

Colin Harris 

Ken Lawson 

 

BHS & History… 

Yearbook compiler: Richard House 

Archivist: Cathy Bransbury 

 

 

Mines: 

David Monceaux 

 

Special Projects… 

Magill Walk Project: Meredith Ide 

 

 

 

Marketing and Membership… 

Publicity: Derek Bransbury 

Web site: Elaine Smythe and John Thomas 

Facebook: Margaret Ford 

 

 

Monthly Meetings… 

Hall organisation: Ken Lawson 

Data projector: Roger Bills 

Sound system: David Monceaux 

 

2021 Journal Committee 

Bob Stace, Anne Both, Liz Silz, Helen Bills 
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INTRODUCTION to the BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MEETINGS 2021 
 

Helen Bills has written a report after each meeting. 
 

Meetings, which feature an address from a guest speaker, are held at the Burnside Community Centre, 

in the Coralie Soward Hall, at 7.30pm on the third Monday of each month. Members of the public 

are welcome to attend any of the general meetings. We have been fortunate in 2021 to hold all but 

one meeting – the July Meeting was cancelled at very short notice due to a COVID-19 lockdown. 

Fortunately, this meeting was able to be re-scheduled in November.  

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
Osmond Gilles: Colonial Treasurer, Businessman, Pastoralist & Philanthropist – 

Anne & Ross Both 

MARCH 
Planning & Heritage Protection with reference to Burnside – Melissa Ballantyne & 

Dr Darren Peacock 

APRIL 
Burnside in the Archives: researching local government at State Archives – Helen 

Chadwick 

MAY The Lewis family: from Burra to Benacre and Beyond – Ash Wright 

JUNE The Virtual War Memorial & A Bad Night Over Lille – Stephen Larkins OAM 

JULY 
In the Steps of Elder, Barr-Smith and Waite, the 1860s to the 1940s – Pamela 

Rajkowski POSTPONED TO NOVEMBER – COVID-19 LOCKDOWN 

AUGUST From Bay to Birdwood and Back to Burnside – Michelle Toft 

SEPTEMBER 
Michael Perry Botanic Reserve - A botanical treasure brought back to life 

- Mark Ellis 

OCTOBER 
The Early History of Tramways in Adelaide with a special focus on the Burnside 

line – Colin Seymour 

NOVEMBER 
In the Steps of Elder, Barr-Smith and Waite, the 1860s to the 1940s – Pamela 

Rajkowski JOURNAL PRINTED PRIOR TO MEETING 
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BHS February 2021 Meeting 

OSMOND GILLES 

 

In 2012 it was noticed that Osmond Gilles’ grave in the West Terrace Cemetery had become very 

dilapidated. Bravely the Burnside Historical Society took on the project to have this heritage site 

restored. $25,000 needed which was a daunting prospect. The BHS, in conjunction with the National 

Trust, launched an appeal. A Heritage Grant and a SA History Grant were obtained, the Adelaide 

Cemetery Authority and BHS made contributions, as did other Historical Societies, and the rest of 

the money was given by members of the public. On 6 November 2020, a rededication ceremony was 

held which celebrated a fine community effort and honoured one of Adelaide’s significant pioneers. 

 

  
2012 2020 

 

 
L-R Meredith Ide, BHS; Hon David Speirs, Minister for Environment and Water; Judith Francis, President of the 

Pioneers Association of SA; Patricia Christie, Deputy Chairperson of the West Terrace Cemetery; Robert Pitt, CEO 

Adelaide Cemeteries Authority and Anne Both, BHS 
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Anne and Ross Both, long standing BHS members, treated the meeting to a well-researched 

presentation on the life of Osmond Gilles and the grave restoration project. 

 

Osmond Gilles was born in London in 1788 and as a young man became wealthy during his time in 

Hamburg. Prior to migrating to South Australia on HMS 

Buffalo in 1836, he worked with Wakefield, Gouger and 

Kingston to set up the colony. He was the first Colonial 

Treasurer as well as collector of revenue and responsible 

for titles. He was a successful businessman; he took up 

land throughout the colony, he was a generous 

philanthropist and heavily committed to community 

involvement.  

 

He was involved in mining, exploration, surveying Eyre 

Peninsula, and pastoral pursuits especially with merino 

sheep. He promoted the railway connection to Port 

Adelaide, was on the naming committee for the streets of 

Adelaide, the parklands committee and even sat in the 

Supreme Court. 

 

His wife died young and there were no children to continue his legacy. Today there are few physical 

reminders of this remarkable man who made such a valuable contribution to the fledgling colony. His 

home Woodley House at Glen Osmond, the site of Woodley Wines, is still standing. OG Road is 

named after him, Gilleston in Balhannah, Lake Gilles Conservation Park, Gilles Arcade, the suburb 

of Glen Osmond and now his fully restored grave.  

 

 

SLSA PRG 404/19/3/3/33 

SLSA B347 
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BHS March 2021 Meeting 

PLANNING & HERITAGE PROTECTION 

 

Just 4 days before the new SA Planning and Design Code became operational, Melissa Ballantyne 

from the Environmental Defenders Office (a legal centre dedicated to protecting the environment) 

and Dr Darren Peacock, CEO of the National Trust, addressed the March meeting of BHS. Their 

focus was on the impact this may have on heritage. 

 

The saplanningportal.sa.gov.au website states the Code “is now the single reference point for state 

planning. It consolidates South Australia’s previous 72 Development Plans into one clear planning 

rulebook for the state”.  

 

Melissa outlined that there will be new zones, sub-zones and a new neighbourhood overlay. The latter 

deals with new home development and 

covers requirements for tree planting, 

landscape, stormwater catchment and storage 

and carparking. She pointed out that council 

local policy, which currently protects 

structures and features of local importance, 

would be lost. She believed that the 

demolition controls lack strength and that 

developers stood to benefit.  

 

Darren stated that the “new planning laws 

undermine heritage protection”, “developers 

have got the system they wanted”, “Local 

heritage places you see every day is what 

people value” and “Only 3% have heritage 

protection and they must be kept”. Anne 

Monceaux, Mayor of Burnside, voiced at the 

meeting it was “not the system that councils 

wanted”. 

 

Darren reminded us that heritage connects us 

to our past, to nature and community. He 

asked us what we love about Burnside as he 

believed 40 years of heritage protection is 

under threat. He encouraged us all to find out what’s at risk in our own street, neighbourhood and 

suburb, to talk to neighbours and friends, keep informed, write to our local member with our concerns 

before it’s too late, join a campaign to fix the Code and sign up for updates with 

protectourheritage.nationbuilder.com.   

 

Both Melissa and Darren agreed the Code is complex change – not reform. Reform implies better. 

 

 

Melissa Ballantyne, Liz Silz, Darren Peacock 

https://www.saplanningportal.sa.gov.au/
https://protectourheritage.nationbuilder.com/
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BHS April 2021 Meeting – BURNSIDE IN THE ARCHIVES: 

RESEARCHING LOCAL GOVERNMENT AT STATE RECORDS 
 

Helen Chadwick, Programs and Engagement Officer at State Records of 

SA, enlightened and entertained us with a wealth of information and stories 

about what is held in the Archives collection. Original documents, photos 

and tangible items dating from 1836 to 30 years ago can be viewed and 

copied at the Research Centre, 115 Cavan Road, Gepps Cross, by 

appointment Tuesday to Thursday 9:30-4:30.  However, a great deal can be 

accessed on the website archives.sa.gov.au including Fact Sheets, Special 

lists, Indexes and Passenger Lists. Social media is also an excellent 

resource. 

 

Records cover every facet of life and public administration including a door 

knocker believed to have come from Colonel Light’s home and a lock of 

hair from a man who died in the Destitute Asylum in 1891, rates books, minutes of council meetings, 

crown leases, maps, health board records, soldier settlements, teacher history sheets, and school 

admission registers. There are 3000 photos of WW1 soldiers, sailors and nurses and a list of where 

the WW2 trenches were in Burnside 

 

Helen illustrated her fascinating talk with extracts and photos from the Archives including an item 

she contributed to the Rose Park 

Primary School 1994-time capsule. 

The capsule was opened in 2019. 

She accurately predicted 2 things 

she would be doing in 2019 – work 

and lunch! 

 

We were also treated to copies of 

correspondence and plans relating 

to the establishment of Magill 

School in 1855-56, as well as early 

plans for the school room and 

teacher’s house at Burnside Primary 

School. Overcrowding was an 

issue. Helen’s PowerPoint included an amazing early photo of Parkside Lunatic Asylum c.1900 and 

plans for the criminal ward, early maps of the Hundred of Adelaide which is now Burnside, newspaper 

clippings, the Conduct Table from the Magill Boys Reformatory and School, Civil Defence 

correspondence from 1944 and so much more.  

 

 

Helen Chadwick 

https://archives.sa.gov.au/
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BHS May 2021 Meeting 

THE LEWIS FAMILY: FROM BURRA TO BENACRE & BEYOND 
 

As a contribution to the State’s Jubilee Celebrations in 1986, 23 members of the Burnside Historical 

Society researched the origins and meanings of the six hundred street names in the Burnside Council 

area. This major task was completed in 1989. Ash Wright joined the BHS in 2018 after submitting 

research about Ashley Avenue, Glen Osmond. His interest in the distinguished Lewis family was 

triggered when he discovered that it was highly likely that Ashley (his namesake) Avenue derived its 

name from the long-term owners of the former Benacre Estate namely the Lewis family. 

 

Ash regaled the meeting with the fascinating story of the prominent South Australian Lewis family 

and its connection to the stately mansion known as Benacre. 

 

James Lewis arrived in South Australia in 1838 on the Rapid. is wife Eliza arrived on the Cygnet in 

1836. They married in Holy Trinity Church in 1841. Their first-born son, John Lewis, left home at 

14 and went bush. He conducted pastoral, exploration, goldmining and trading operations in the 

Northern Territory. In 1876 he returned to South Australia and married Martha Anne Brook. They 

settled at Burra, where he formed a stock and station agency which later amalgamated with 

Goldsborough, Mort, & Co. Ltd. John had a distinguished career which included being a member of 

the Legislative Council, president of the Horticultural and Floricultural Society, a member of the 

Flora and Fauna Board and president of the South Australian branch of the Royal Geographical 

Society of Australasia. 

He was widowed in 1894 and 

in 1906 he moved to Adelaide 

where he bought Benacre, at 

Glen Osmond. The original 

single storeyed house was 

built by G.F. Shipster in 1844. 

In 1845, William Bickford 

purchased the property and in 

1846 he added the stables and 

the coach house. Thomas 

Strangways then Thomas 

Graves were the next owners 

then in the mid-1870s Henry 

Scott, (Mayor of Adelaide) 

and his wife Emily, purchased 

the property and named it 

"Benacre". 

John Lewis was the next owner. He died at Benacre in 1923. In 1924, his executors subdivided a 

portion of the property (part sections 270 and 271, Hundred of Adelaide) into 39 building blocks.  

Lancelot Ashley Lewis, born at Burra, youngest son of John and Martha, purchased Benacre in 1924. 

He was a Norwood footballer and a major in the 3rd Light Horse Regiment serving at Gallipoli and in 

The home in 1904 – SLSA B8384. 
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Egypt. Lancelot died in 1938 and his wife Grace (Gretta) continued to live at Benacre until her death 

in 1968. 

When listed for sale in 2012, Benacre was described as “a two-storey bluestone Italianate Victorian 

Mansion, with sweeping verandahs, Corinthian porch, heavy parapet and elaborate urns. It is 

heritage listed as much for its historical importance to the state as for the beautiful building itself.” 

At the conclusion of his presentation, Ash introduced 

Bronwyn Lewis, granddaughter of Lance. She 

generously gave to the BHS a painting of Benacre by 

Lady Valerie Stanton-Hicks. This was painted from 

a photograph after the sale of Benacre. The Stanton-

Hicks lived at ‘Woodley” in Glen Osmond, the 

former home of Osmond Gilles, until Valerie 

returned to Perth in 1982. Bronwyn visited Valerie 

regularly until her death in 2011. She was a strong 

connection to the life at Benacre as she and Sir 

Cedric were very involved in Gretta’s advocacy for 

curing tuberculosis.  

 

The painting was gratefully accepted by the BHS and 

is now on display in the Local History Room in the 

Burnside Library. 

 

 

 
Bronwyn Lewis and Ash Wright with the Benacre painting by Valerie Stanton-Hicks 

 

 

Bronwyn Lewis 
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BHS June 2021 Meeting 

BAD NIGHT OVER LILLE MAY 1944 
 

Colonel Steven Larkins OAM (retired) has lived in Tusmore for the past 17 years. He had an 

extensive career in the Army, 20 years full time and 18 years in the Reserve at either end of his regular 

Army career, from Private to Colonel. 

 

In 1998, Steve met a Belgian detective, Conrad Dumoulin, in Ypres. He showed him a photo of a 

Lancaster bomber crashed on his grandfather’s property at Langemark north of Ypres and said it was 

Australian.   

 

In our correspondence, the Langemark Lancaster came up and I learned it was a No. 463 Squadron 

aircraft.  He provided me with his father’s eye-witness report of the aftermath of the crash of JO-J, 

but by now, I wanted to understand the bigger picture; the who, what, when, how, where and why.   

Steve accessed Conrad’s knowledge, plus research by French and Australian researchers and Virtual 

War Memorial https://vwma.org.au/ to try to tell the story behind the picture.  

He began by saying “democracies don’t start the war, so they are never prepared”.  

Australia trained 27,000 aircrew during WW2 under the Empire Air Training Scheme for service with 

the RAAF.  33 of them lost in one raid, one night (10/11 May 1944}, over the French city of 

Lille.  Three local boys were among them. 

 

 

   
 

David Payne Croston 
from Kensington Park 

No. 463 Squadron (RAAF) 

 

Aircraft shot down at Langemark 

Belgium by a night fighter during 

night bombing raid - Lille (Fr) 

11 May 1944, aged 32 years 

 

 

Robert McKerlie Croft 
from Cherryville 

No. 463 Squadron (RAAF) 

 

Aircraft shot down at Langemark 

Belgium by a night fighter during 

night bombing raid - Lille (Fr) 

11 May 1944, aged 27 years 

 

Brian Gordon Grasby 
from Balhannah 

No. 467 Squadron (RAAF) 

 

Aircraft shot down during night 

bombing raid - Lille, (Fr), 

10 May 1944, 

aged 21 years 

PHOTO 

vwma.org.au/explore/people/512045 

PHOTO 

vwma.org.au/explore/people/512052 

PHOTO 

vwma.org.au/explore/people/514888 

 

 

 

https://vwma.org.au/
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Like every other squadron under RAF command, these notionally Australian Squadrons flew with  

crew members from all over the Commonwealth who trained under the Empire Air Training Scheme.  

The squadrons, based at Waddington, were equipped with and well-practiced in the operation of their 

Lancaster heavy bombers.  

 

A Lancaster Bomber had a crew of seven: pilot, navigator, bomb aimer, flight engineer, wireless 

operator, mid gunner and rear gunner. Some of the pilots flew over the battlefields that their fathers 

had fought on 26 years before.  

 

Steve gave us a graphic and illustrated description of that fateful night over Lille. 

 

He told us that two squadrons would be told in the morning they would be flying that night. The pilot 

did not attend the initial briefing, so he didn’t know the target until the mass briefing.  

 

On the night of 10/11 May 1944 a large fleet of bombers was despatched to bomb a series of rail 

yards in northern France, at Lille, Lens (further south), Courtrai, Ghent (further north in Belgium) 

and Dieppe on the Atlantic coast. Over 500 aircraft were involved; the majority were Lancasters. 

Both 463 and 467 Squadrons RAAF were scheduled to take part in the Lille raid on the evening of 

10/11 May. It was to be the worst night of the war for the two Waddington squadrons. Of 31 aircraft 

despatched between them, six failed to return. The total losses of the raid were 12 so the two RAAF 

squadrons represented 50% of the total losses. A total of 42 men were missing the next morning. This 

represented a loss rate of 20%. The impact of the empty seats at breakfast would have been 

devastating. 

 

 

RAF Station Waddington, Lincolnshire, England. C. 

1944-07. Group portrait of an unidentified RAAF 

Bomber crew of No. 463 (Lancaster) Squadron RAAF. 

 
463/467 Squadron Banner 

 

PHOTO from the Facebook page of 463/467 Lancaster 

RAAF Squadrons 

 
 

It is appropriate that their lives and their service are remembered, as an example to us all and a 

reminder that freedom has a cost that should never be taken for granted.  

 

They paid forward – “we gave our today for your tomorrow”. 

 

Lest We Forget 
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BHS August 2021 Meeting 

FROM BAY TO BIRDWOOD & BACK TO BURNSIDE 

 

Michelle Toft completed her Master of Cultural Heritage in 2016. She spent 

several years at The History Trust of SA where, amongst other roles, she was 

the curator at the National Motor Museum. After several years in other local 

government authorities as their Local History Coordinator, in 2019 she was 

appointed as the part time Historical and Cultural Officer at the City of 

Burnside and in 2021 full time. All these roles suited Michelle’s passion for 

history.  

 

Michelle recently became a member of the Burnside Historical Society. She has been the marketing 

Co-ordinator for the Bay to Birdwood and she shared her experiences of the event and how it led to 

her role at the City of Burnside. 
 

The Bay to Birdwood Run was first held in 1980 when the Federation of Historic Motoring Clubs, 

Channel Ten, and the National Motor Museum were invited to develop an event commemorating the 

issuing of the first South Australian driver’s licence in 1906 to Dr William A. Hargreaves. It is one 

of the world’s great historic motoring events and is the largest continually held motoring event for 

veteran, vintage and classic vehicles anywhere in the world. South Australia has the highest per capita 

rate of ownership of historic vehicles in the nation.  

 

The Bay to Birdwood is a vehicle run held on the last Sunday in September where historic motorcars, 

motorcycles, and commercial vehicles travel the route from the coastal suburb of West Beach to the 

National Motor Museum in the Adelaide Hills town of Birdwood. The route and distance and the way 

the race is started have changed over time. 
 

 
Glen Dix replaced the town crier 

as race starter 

Nowadays the race starts with a 

smoking ceremony  
 

Historically there were two Bay to Birdwood 

events. The Run, an event for vehicles 

manufactured up to 31 December 1959 is held 

in ‘even’ numbered years. The Classic, an 

event for vehicles manufactured between 1 

January 1956 - 31 December 1986 is held in 

‘odd’ numbered years. 2003 was the year of 

record entries – 1962 in total. 
Planned 2020 route 
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The Concours d’Elegance Trophy is the most prestigious award presented at the Bay to Birdwood 

and is held each year in association with both the Run and the Classic. It follows the original Concours 

d’Elegance format in that the overall appearance of the vehicle and passengers is judged. 
 

 

 
 

Wearing the fashion of the day has always been a feature 

of the event. Accuracy of appearance in the era of the 

event is important. 

 

In 2019 Michelle drove a 1961 Dodge Phoenix from the National Motor Museum. She said it was 

fun to drive and she loved the great atmosphere the roadside spectators enjoying BBQs added. 

 

  
 

Since celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2020, the Bay to Birdwood has been a joint celebration of 

historic motoring, open to all unmodified vehicles greater than 30 years of age (in line with historic 

registration regulations in South Australia). That year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the event was 

open to entrants only and was live streamed on Channel 44. 

 

  
Michelle commentated, with Keith Conlon, on the livestream 

 

Michelle stated, “the Bay to Birdwood is a community of likeminded people gathering together”. 
 

The same could be said of the Burnside Historical Society! 
 

Permission granted by Bay to Birdwood to reproduce photos from their website and Facebook page in BHS Journal. 

2019 winner, Concours d’Elegance 
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BHS September 2021 Meeting 

MICHAEL PERRY BOTANIC RESERVE 

A botanical treasure brought back to life. 
 

Dr Mark Ellis is the Technical Officer Conservation and Land Management with the Burnside 

Council.  His roles include managing hills face restoration, the vegetation of the Council reserves and 

the Burnside Council Nursery that grows thousands of plants for these reserves. 

 

Mark gave a most informative illustrated presentation about the three distinct elements of the Michael 

Perry Reserve in Stonyfell - the riparian zone (alongside creeks, streams, gullies, rivers and wetlands) 

of Second Creek, a restored hillside woodland and the historic garden dating from the 1860s. In pre-

European times there were many types of original flora which well supported indigenous life. Early 

settler accounts describe fields of flowers. Permission given to include the photos from Mark’s 

presentation. 

 

Clifton Manor Estate 

1842 - 80 acres purchased by Mr Harry Osbourne  

1852 - The house built by George Simsey  

1872 – 76 - Nathaniel Knox planted gardens 

1934 – 76 - Dr Michael Schneider was the owner 

 

Michael Perry Botanic Reserve - State Heritage Register - Local Heritage Place. 

1976 - Estate was purchased and subsequently subdivided.  

1977 - 5 hectares acquired by the City of Burnside 

1980- Michael Perry Reserve declared open by the Mayor, Coralie Soward.  

 
 

 
Clifton Manor Estate Clifton Manor 

  
Proposed Vegetation Management Plan 2021, looking across the creek to Clifton Manor 
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Michael Perry Reserve has 3 main elements – creek, historic garden and hillside woodland.  

 

Creek Line 

In 2008 erosion restoration of 

the creek line was undertaken. 

In 2012, under the Council’s 

Michael Perry Vegetation 

Management Plan, non-native 

vegetation was removed, and 

original vegetation and native 

species were planted.  

 

Historic Garden 

The garden is not being restored. An Historic Garden Adaptation Plan has been developed which sets 

the historical context and identifies key values. The plan aims to capture the essence of the garden 

and bring new life, through new historically and botanically themed plantings. It used to be a private 

estate and now it’s a public garden brought into a 21st century concept. The garden had Bunya Pines 

(remnant plantings of ancient conifers, retained) and feral plants – arum lilies, pittosporum, crack 

willow and black thorn (which have been removed). The new garden was planted with 250 species, 

70 native, and it has irrigation, paths and edging. The labour was provided by teams from the Burnside 

Green-Army Teams 1&2 and Conservation Australia volunteers.  

 

   

Garden 2021 Burnside Green Army volunteers Conservation Australia volunteers 

 

Hillside Woodland 

Few remnant indigenous species remain as the area has become infested by woody weeds. The aim 

is to restore the original vegetation. 

 

   
Before After After 
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BHS October 2021 Meeting 
THE EARLY HISTORY OF TRAMWAYS IN ADELAIDE  

WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON THE BURNSIDE LINE 
 

Colin Seymour, Archives Officer of the Tramway Museum, St. Kilda S.A., enthralled the meeting 

with a comprehensive insight into the history of tramways in Adelaide. Helen Bills compiled this 

report, which focusses on the Burnside trams, using Colin’s text and the Tramway Museum photos. 

 

Horse Trams 1878 – 1930 Electric Trams 1909 – 1958 

  

Grenfell Street Open Crossbench ‘Toastrack’(later Type B) - 30 cars 

 

The Adelaide & Suburban Tramway Co. commenced Adelaide’s first horse tramway to Kensington 

on 10 June 1878.  It travelled along Rundle Street, Kent Town, 

then east along Beulah Road, south along Sydenham Road 

before heading east along The Parade.  It turned off The Parade 

south-east into Regent Street before terminating in Shipsters 

Road near Kensington Road.  It returned to The Parade via High 

Street. The depot was at the corner of Regent Street and 

Shipsters Road. 

 

During 1883 the Adelaide & Suburban Tramway Co. opened 

a line along Kensington Road to Marryatville where a depot 

was built. Later in 1883 the line was extended to Burnside 

via Tusmore Avenue, Rochester Street, Philip Avenue, 

Knightsbridge Road and Burnside (Glynburn) Road.  A 

small depot was located at the corner of Burnside and 

Greenhill Roads. 

 

The Adelaide & Suburban Tramway Co. opened a line along Magill Road to Maylands where it built 

a depot in January 1883. At the same time a line was opened along 

Payneham Road and Nelson Street before turning into Magill 

Road to terminate at the depot.  It was known as the East Adelaide 

line. During 1883 the line was extended to Magill where it turned 

south into Penfold Road and ran for about 150 feet before 

reaching a small depot on the east side of the road. 

Adelaide & Suburban horse tram 

outside Magill Depot. 
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Adelaide & Parkside Tramway Co. Ltd. commenced a horse tramway along Glen Osmond Road to 

Parkside in 1882.  The line was extended to the ‘Big Gum Tree’ in 1894.  As well as standard double 

deck cars the company had four unique Belgian single-deckers – two being open and two with a 

central saloon. 

 

 Adelaide’s first electric tram line opened to Gurrs Road, Kensington on 9 March 1909. It was 

extended to service the Kensington Gardens Recreation 

Ground on 23 July 1911. The line closed on 2 February 1957. 

Electric trams commenced running along Kensington Road to 

Shipsters Road, Marryatville on 31 October 1909.  They were 

extended to Burnside on 3 September 1911.  The terminus 

was located on Burnside (Glynburn) Road, a short distance 

past Greenhill Road. One of Adelaide’s last electric tramways 

opened to Erindale on 5 January 1944. It continued along 

Kensington Road from where the Burnside line turned off at 

Tusmore Avenue. Both lines closed on 24 May 1952, being 

replaced by trolleybuses on 17 May 1953. 

 

Electric trams commenced running to Morialta in 1915.  The 

single track line with passing loops branched from the Magill 

line at St. Bernards Road, Magill. It turned into Moules Road, 

then left into Glen Stuart Road and right into Morialta Road 

and into Morialta Falls Reserve.  As a tourist line, more trams 

ran on weekends.  The line closed on 18 March 1956. 

 

The Dulwich electric tram line replaced a horse bus service on 4 March 1914.  Trams travelled south 

along Victoria Avenue (Fullarton Road), then east along Dulwich Avenue and south along Stuart 

Road to Greenhill Road.  The service was extended 

to Linden Park via Greenhill Road and Portrush 

Road to Sturdee Street on 5 October 1924. Victoria 

Park Racecourse Siding opened on 2 July 1911. It 

was built in the form of a balloon loop, one track 

being in Victoria Avenue (Fullarton Road) and the 

other in the racecourse grounds.  With the opening 

of the double track Dulwich line in 1914 this meant 

that there were three tracks in Victoria Avenue 

(Fullarton Road). Buses replaced trams to Victoria 

Park Racecourse on 30 May 1953. 

 

To discover more about the history of trams in Adelaide or ride an historic tram, then visit  
 

 

Tramway Museum, St Kilda, SA 

Open Sun & Pub Hols & School Holiday Wednesdays 12 – 5 pm 

http://www.trammuseumadelaide.com 

http://www.facebook.com/trammuseumstkilda 

Erindale tram, Kensington Road, 

Erindale, looking SW – 9 February 1952. 

Coupled Glenelg type trams turning on the balloon 

loop from Victoria Terrace (Fullarton Road) in 1952. 

 

Terminus at Morialta Reserve 1952 

http://www.trammuseumadelaide.com/
http://www.facebook.com/trammuseumstkilda
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BHS OUTING 1 - A VISIT TO THE WEST TERRACE CEMETERY 
Anne Both 

 

On the morning of Saturday 17 April BHS members met at West Terrace Cemetery to join a guided 

walk in the cemetery which was led by Ross and Anne Both. The purpose of this walk was to 

introduce members to 12 graves of significance in the history of South Australia with some having a 

connection to persons and events relevant to Burnside. 

 

The walk commenced at the recently restored grave of Osmond Gilles, South Australia’s first 

Colonial Treasurer, prominent businessman, significant property owner, and benefactor to the district 

of Burnside. Ross outlined the grave restoration process which had been completed in 2020 and 

members were able to view the splendid result of the work overseen by S.D. Tillett under the guidance 

of Fred Caruso. [For a fuller description of BHS’s Osmond Gilles Grave Restoration Project please 

see February meeting report] 

 

A number of the graves visited during the walk (see full list below) had connections with Burnside. 

One of these was the grave of Constable Hyde who met his demise in January 1909 whilst on duty at 

the Kensington Road end of present-day Tusmore Avenue. [For further information on the death of 

Constable Hyde see article elsewhere in the Journal] 

 

Members then visited a group of graves and memorials known as the Kingston Allotments which 

include those of influential colonists and politicians such as Hurtle Fisher, George Strickland 

Kingston and Sir John Morphett. Stopping briefly to admire the memorial to Carl Linger, the walk 

proceeded to the plain grave of Boyle Travers Finniss, 1st Premier of SA and Burnside resident.  

 

Adjacent to this was the grave of William Wyatt, a surgeon who in 

1837 became Coroner and third protector of Aborigines.  Wyatt was 

an early member of the Medical Board, First Inspector of Schools 

for many years and member of many early societies. He 

commissioned George Kingston to build his house “Kurralta” and is 

commemorated by the name of Wyatt Rd and the Wyatt Benevolent 

Fund which today assists such bodies as 

SAMHRI and the Aboriginal Legal 

Society.  

 

The walk terminated at the grave of 

William Patrick Auld whose family 

developed the Auldana Winery. Auld 

worked as a cadet in the Surveyor 

General’s Department under George 

Goyder and joined the McDouall Stuart 

expedition of 1861.  In 1864 he accompanied Boyle Travers Finniss when 

he became Government Resident in the Northern Territory.  When Auld 

became manager of the family winery he was influential in the control of 

Phylloxera vastatrix. among vineyards of SA wine producers.  

W. P. Auld 1880 

SLSA B3622  

William Wyatt 

SLSA B927 
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During the tour our 2 guides were supported with additional valuable biographical information from 

Colin Harris and Rick Moore whilst John Thomas pointed out the trimming style of the old olive trees 

dotted amongst the graves.  

 

At the conclusion of the walk members made their way to Hindmarsh Square where they enjoyed a 

light lunch at the not-for-profit café / restaurant Outside the Square. 

 

Collect a West Terrace Cemetery Map from near the entrance & take a self-guided tour 

 

GRAVES VISITED 

MARKED ON THE MAP 

Osmond Gilles (not yet) 

William Ashton 

William Hyde 

Kingston Allotments 

Carl Linger Memorial 

Boyle Travers Finniss 

William Wyatt 

William Patrick Auld 
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BHS OUTING 2 – A DAY TRIP TO HISTORIC PORT ADELAIDE 
 

[Reporters Liz Silz and Bob Stace, photos from Derek Bransbury and Bob Stace] 

 

Fortunately, the wet, stormy and ominous weather forecast for our trip to Port Adelaide on Thursday 

14 October did not eventuate so 28 BHS members and friends were able to enjoy an interesting day 

exploring some of the historic sites of Port Adelaide without the need for umbrellas and rain jackets. 

 

After travelling down in the Community Bus and several cars, we arrived at our first stop for the 

morning at the Port Adelaide Historical 

Society’s Museum in Fletcher Rd, 

Peterhead. Here we were warmly 

welcomed by their President Helen 

Myall who spoke proudly about the 

PAHS and the Museum. She explained 

that many of the exhibits had been 

collected by Keith Le Leu, a local 

maritime history enthusiast. He had then 

generously bequeathed the site and his 

collection to the PAHS.  

 

With the guidance and knowledge of Helen and fellow PAHS members John Butler and David 

Hunter, we then spent the next hour exploring the various rooms and outdoor spaces all filled with 

interesting displays of maritime artifacts, books and old photos which depicted the early years of the 

development of the Port. The outdoor exhibits were quite intriguing and included large items like the 

wheelhouse, and captain’s cabin of the Falie and the wheelhouse of the rescue tug HMS Tancred. 

 

  

 

After a most enjoyable morning at the Museum the Burnside crew assembled to farewell and thank 

our hosts and to express our congratulations on the fine work that their Society is doing to promote 

local history at the Port. It had been great to experience the warm hospitality of fellow history buffs. 

 

Next it was time for lunch at the nearby historic Birkenhead Tavern, but before entering we took in 

the view and learnt the history of the Port Dock and the lighthouse which were directly across the 

Port River from the Tavern. Lunch at “The Birk” with its views from our tables, and its appetising 

pub food, was most enjoyable and convivial. 
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After lunch Bob Stace acted as our guide as we undertook an historical drive to 5 sites in and around 

Port Adelaide with our first stop being the 

City of Adelaide clipper ship project at 

Dock 2. This oldest surviving clipper ship 

made 23 return trips between London and 

Port Adelaide during the period 1864 and 

1887 and played a significant role in 

bringing migrants to South Australia. The 

City of Adelaide is undergoing a 

significant preservation and restoration 

process. 

 

We then drove slowly through the heart of Port Adelaide along St Vincent Street observing the 

impressive array of colonial buildings including warehouses, shops, pubs like the recently restored 

Port Admiral (1849), and government buildings like the Custom House, Courthouse, and Police 

Station complex. 

 

Our drive then took us along bustling Semaphore 

Road with its many historic buildings and 

reminders of its heyday in the 1920’s as a 

beachside holiday resort. At the junction with 

the Esplanade, we stopped to observe buildings 

and structures like the jetty, the time ball tower 

and the carousel which told the story of 

Semaphore’s changing role from a maritime and 

communications base in the nineteenth century, 

to popular seaside suburb today. 
 

We made a brief stop at Fort Glanville which reminded us of the defence system which was built 

along the coast in the 1880s to protect Port Adelaide against a possible naval threat from Russia.  

 

Our final stop was at Port Misery which is located today at the northern end of West Lakes. This was 

the site of the initial Port Adelaide which 

“welcomed” the early settlers from early 1837 

to October 1840. It was then replaced by the 

New Port Dock which was constructed near 

the present-day Lighthouse wharf. The name 

“Port Misery” was ascribed because it was 

indeed a wretched place abounding in 

mosquitoes, fleas, and tidal mangrove 

swamps. A most unwelcoming place! 

 

Our day at the Port was most enjoyable with much learning about the role that Port Adelaide has 

played in our history. Our thanks go to the Port Adelaide Historical Society, our Programming 

Committee, the Burnside Council for the use of their Community Bus, and our very obliging volunteer 

driver, Kevin. 
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INTRODUCTION TO  

Burnside Historical Society 

PARTICIPATION IN  

SOUTH AUSTRALIA’S  

MAY 2021 HISTORY FESTIVAL 

 

South Australia’s annual History Festival is one of the largest open access community events in 

Australia. During May this year there were hundreds of events presented throughout our State and 

the Burnside Historical Society was once again an active participant. Six events were hosted by the 

BHS, the first two listed were in conjunction with the Burnside Library’s Festival programme. 

 

A list of these events appears below and a report of each can be found in the following pages.  

The report of the May meeting appears in an earlier section of this Journal. 

 

1.  The Life and Times of Colonel William Light - Wednesday 5 May 

2. The Story of Food and the Humble Olive in Burnside - Wednesday 12 May 

3. Tours of the historic Wheal Watkins Mine at Glen Osmond - Sunday 16 M ay 

4. BHS Meeting, The Lewis Family from Burra to Benacre and Beyond - Monday 17 May 

5.  Guided walk of the historic Wesleyan Cemetery at Magill - Saturday 22 May:  

6.  Magill Guided History Walk, From the Settlement of Makgill the Village to Magill the 

 Suburb - Saturday 29 May 
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THE STORY OF FOOD & THE HUMBLE OLIVE  
IN BURNSIDE 
Margaret Ford OAM 

 

On Wednesday 12th May a group of 30 people gathered in the 

Burnside Library to hear about the rural beginning of the Burnside 

area. Derek Bransbury and Margaret Ford told the stories. The 

event was part of the SA History Festival. 

 

Derek commenced this illustrated power point presentation by 

posing the question … What would the Burnside area look like if 

we were able to transport ourselves back in time 10,000 years? 

This was followed by a brief look at the formation of the Adelaide 

Plains. What was eaten reflected the topography of the area which affected the availability of edible 

flora and fauna. This talk led into the arrival of the Kaurna people many thousands of years ago, the 

impact their culture and lifestyle had on the vegetation and animals 

and what they ate. The arrival of Europeans in 1836 initially led to 

the utilisation of the grasslands created by the Kaurna people, but 

over the following century mechanisation and imported animals led 

to significant changes. 

 

The colonial settlers established many farms, a significant one being 

Gleeville at Beaumont. European crops were grown, and animals 

raised. This created the foods that are familiar to us today and the 

associated development of villages, flour mills, shops, schools and 

other services 

 

Among the many crops was the planting of olive trees. In Margaret’s presentation, she quoted from 

the Adelaide Observer 19 August 1843, “A slip [of olive] brought out by Mr George Stevenson in 

the Buffalo, seven years ago, has borne fruit. The tree is an exceedingly handsome one, and measures 

nine feet in height, and seven in diameter”.  

 

The olive industry in SA was passionately promoted by Sir Samuel Davenport of Beaumont, who 

bought plants from the South Australia Company Nursery at 

Hackney to plant on his property at Beaumont. He built a mill 

to extract olive oil using a Chilean Mill on display in Wood 

Park, Hazelwood Park. 

 

The early story of olive oil in SA was marred by scandal in 

the 1890s when cotton seed oil, a cheaper product, was found 

to be mixed with olive oil. Although the SA market was 

heavily affected by the lower cost of imported olive oil, South 

Australia still produces a pure olive oil of excellent quality. 

Olive trees grow easily in our Mediterranean climate. 
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF COLONEL WILLIAM LIGHT 
Bob Stace 

 

Bob Stace was wearing two hats when speaking to a 

gathering of 32 in the Burnside Library during the 

State’s History Festival in May. Bob, who is a member 

of both the Pioneers Association of South Australia 

and the Burnside Historical Society, spoke on the topic 

The Life and Times of Colonel William Light. 

 

Bob’s illustrated presentation covered the entirety of 

Light’s 53 years from his birth in Kuala Kedah on the 

Malay Peninsula in 1786 to his death here in Adelaide 

in 1839, just 3 years after the establishment of the new 

Province of South Australia.  

 

Light lived during a turbulent and critical period of Western History. In Europe warfare and 

revolution raged and there was competition and expansion in trade and colonisation in Asia, Africa, 

and the Americas. Light not only lived in these times but was an active participant in them, and these 

events did much to shape his destiny and led ultimately to his role in the founding of Adelaide. 

 

Light was described by a friend as “a man of extraordinary accomplishments, soldier, seaman, 

musician, artist, linguist, mechanist and good in all things” and this was certainly supported by Bob’s 

tale of his life and his many adventures and accomplishments. 

 

At the age of 6 Light was sent from Penang to England for his 

education. At school he showed an aptitude for languages, sketching, 

and an interest in boats which led him to volunteer for the navy at 14. 

He saw active service at the height of the French-English naval wars, 

was a midshipman at 16, but resigned in 1802 to spend two years on 

the Continent during the turmoil of the rise of Napoleon. 

 

Light then travelled to the East to visit his mother but ended up in India 

where he saw action in a Cavalry unit during an uprising of Indian 

troops. He returned to England in 1808 where he took up a commission 

in the 4th Dragoons, a cavalry unit, and pursued a meritorious and 

distinguished career as a soldier during the thick of the Napoleonic 

Wars. He served much of this time as a staff officer in Lord 

Wellington’s Army where his skills in reconnaissance, field 

sketching, linguistics, and his natural flair for leadership were much 

in demand. Light’s duties were generally arduous and frequently 

dangerous, and he demonstrated bravery and courage in over 40 

engagements. 

 

Bob with programme convenor Michelle Toft 

William Light, a self-portrait 

c1814 AGSA. Light, dressed in 

the uniform of Deputy Assistant 

Quartermaster General during the 

Peninsular War 



31 

In the quiet period after the Wars, Light married Miss Elizabeth Porois in1821, but sadly she died 

only 6 months into their marriage. In an attempt to forget his loss, Light joined the ongoing military 

conflict in Europe serving with distinction as a mercenary in Spain and Gibraltar. 

 

Light married again in 1824 to Mary Bennett, a wealthy 

heiress who at 19 was half his age. Mary’s modest 

fortune allowed the couple to spend the next decade 

touring through Europe and the Mediterranean visiting 

and enjoying the many cultural sites with Light 

sketching and painting profusely. They lived an idyllic 

life cruising in their private yacht the Gulnare with 

Light at the helm. However, this all ended once they 

arrived in Egypt where Mary jilted Light for a younger 

man. With no divorce or financial compensation, Light 

used his naval skills and knowledge to gain employment 

with the Pasha of Egypt who was modernising the 

Egyptian Navy at the time. 

 

By late 1835 Light had heard of employment opportunities in the soon to be established Province of 

South Australia, returned to London, and by early 1836 was appointed to the role of Surveyor General 

in the new Colony. In May, aged 50, he sailed in command of the Rapid with part of his small survey 

team to face the daunting task of exploring the South Australian coastline, locating a suitable site for 

the new town, making the final decision about its location, and surveying the site for the sale and 

distribution of land. That this task was completed in only 7 months from Light’s arrival in South 

Australian waters, in the heat of summer, with an under resourced survey team, and with stern and at 

times acrimonious opposition from some officials including Governor Hindmarsh, was quite 

incredible. 

 

Despite increasing poor health due to the worsening effects of TB and ongoing disputes with some 

officials, Light continued to lead exploration in country areas and the surveying of new towns. In 

early 1839 a fire destroyed his home and survey office along with most of his possessions. Light was 

heartbroken and his health quickly declined. In his final months he was cared for by his loving partner 

Maria Gandy who had come with him to South Australia on the Rapid. He died on 6 October 1839 

and after a full State funeral at Holy Trinity 

Church was buried as the “Founder of 

Adelaide” in Light Square. 

 

Bob’s use of many images, including some of 

Light’s own paintings, added much to a 

presentation which was both informative and 

thought provoking. Bob assisted his audience 

to come to decisions of their own about Light’s 

legacy and whether he should be “blamed or 

praised” for the selection of the site of 

Adelaide. 

The Gulnare in the Mediterranean by Colonel 

William Light. From the Art of William Light, 

Corporation of the City of Adelaide 

An engraving by Robert Harvell, from a painting by 

William Light entitled The Commencement of 

Colonization of SA, 1837.  AGSA 
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GUIDED TOUR OF THE GLEN OSMOND MINE 
 

Dave Monceaux 

 

The Department of Mines handed over the historical Wheal Watkins 1843 

mine site to Burnside Council in 1986. Since then, the Burnside Historical 

Society (BHS) has conducted regular tours. From 1986 to 2005 these tours 

enabled participants to view the underground mine workings. In 2005 to 

manage risks, these were closed to the public since which time only above 

ground tours have been conducted.  

 

The Wheal Watkins mine site is in a Council Reserve and is easily accessible 

by foot via Wheal Watkins Street or from Allandale Ave, Glen Osmond. 

There are several interesting information signs for casual visitors.  

 

Two above-ground tours of this historic mine each of one 

hour duration were held by BHS during “History Festival 

Month” on Sunday 16th May. Each tour was attended by 16 

visitors who enjoyed the fine weather.  The guides were 

members Dave Monceaux and Meredith Ide assisted by 

Mayor Anne Monceaux, Participants were very engaged 

and asked a wide range of questions. The children 

particularly enjoyed the bush setting, indicated their interest 

about historical mining and were thrilled to use torches to 

look into the adits.  

 

On the tours the 2 entrances to the mine were inspected, the lower 20 fathom adit and the upper 6 

fathom adit. Visitors looked into the narrow and low tunnels. The guides spoke of the mining method 

of the Cornish miners, the difficulties of the work by hand and the optimism of the landowners, 

government and miners for a mining boom to save the economy of the State.  Some visitors had 

Cornish ancestors and showed interest as to what had brought their ancestors to South Australia. 

Others expressed amazement at the close proximity of the mines to the city. For these visitors in 

particular the mine tour was a history lesson and a trip back in time. 

 

For further information and resources 
 

• A short, informative YouTube, “Wheal Watkins Mine”, was made by Burnside Council in 2020 

(available on line) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAChl8Di0A4 
 

• Detailed information is also available on the Burnside Historical Society’s web page, 

burnsidehistory.org.au – RESOURCES - Local History Publications - The Glen Osmond Silver-

Lead Mines … (by Ross A. Both & Greg J. Drew).  
 

• A detailed history of the mine can be read elsewhere in the Journal 

 

To arrange a dedicated mine tour for your school or community group, or express individual interest 

in joining an organised tour, please email the BHS burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com 

Wheal Watkins Mine, 

lower adit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAChl8Di0A4
mailto:burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com
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MAKGILL HISTORY FESTIVAL WALK 
 

by Trev Hamlyn, a resident of Magill in his childhood and a walk participant 
 

Bright sunshine and ideal walking conditions on the last Saturday in Autumn formed the perfect 

combination for a 3-hour guided tour of Magill, that was part of South Australia’s History Festival, 

conceived by the History Trust of South Australia.  

 

The title “From Settlement of Makgill the Village, to Magill the Suburb” got me in, and I was lucky 

enough to be one of the 16 or so participants who took part. My sincere thanks go to Meredith Ide 

from the Burnside Historical Society, who conducted the tour and to Michelle Toft from the Burnside 

City Council who assisted and acted as tail-end-Charlie on the day.  

 

Our group comprised a number of 

seniors from the eastern suburbs, some 

of us including myself who had lived 

and been schooled in the area in the 

50’s and 60’s and others who were 

aspiring to become seniors at some time 

in the not-too-distant future. I recall that 

one of the walkers, who completed the 

whole tour, was in her 90’s. Very well 

done I say.  

 

The tour covered an area bounded by 

Magill Road to the North, The Parade 

to the South and stretched between 

Bennett’s Pottery in the West and as close as we could get to Romalo House in the East. Meredith 

presented a well-researched commentary, on-the-trot, as we visited the various historical hot spots 

within the area. The traffic noise along Magill and Penfold roads was a curse, nothing like when I 

was a kid growing up all those years ago. I thank Meredith for persevering and hope that she didn’t 

end up with a sore throat. 

 

I lived in Barnes Avenue Magill for my first 20 

years from birth, so I was able to add some 

anecdotes to the history that related specifically 

to my time in the area. I hope that I didn’t 

interject too much on the day, but the memories 

kept flooding back after an absence of nearly 50 

years. Those memories are as follows, in roughly 

the same order as our tour. Some of my 

recollections were not mentioned on the day but 

may be of interest to others who lived in the area. 

 

 

 
Trev with his younger brother in the late 1950s 
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Magill Infant School (as it was known 

then)  

This is where our tour started, my first 

school in 1958. I was lucky enough to have 

been in a class that occupied the front 

room of what is now the Pepper Street Arts 

Centre. The sunlight from those north 

facing windows is still as strong as ever, 

lighting up the whole room. The visit 

brought back memories of a shopkeeper 

game that we played in that same room, 

exchanging money for goods. Maybe I 

should have taken more notice. Another 

memory is of the “Jungle Jim” climbing structure, so popular with students that access had to be 

restricted to only boys or only girls at the same time. 

 

The Magill Institute 

The first colour movie that I saw was “Oklahoma” in the theatre. I wonder if the stage still exists at 

the rear. 

 

Murray Park Homestead (now part of the Magill Campus of Uni SA) 

Our history group looked across the Magill Road shopping centre toward land that was formerly part 

of the Murray Park Estate. My friend who lived on the northern side of Brougham St and I used to 

pick olives from the Murray Park Olive Grove just over his back fence. We sold them for cash to buy 

some of the dinky toy cars that were displayed in the Magill Road Chemist Shop Window.  

 

  
D Smith & Son, Grain and Fodder Merchants, c 1920. 

Burnside Local History Collection 

 

Magill Primary School, 1882.  

Burnside Local History Collection 

The Magill Grain Store 

No special memories here, other than it was 

always painted dull green and gave off a lovely 

earthy smell when walking past. 

 

Magill Primary School 

Soon after the new easternmost building was 

constructed in the late 50’s it was named Magill 

Demonstration School. I was a milk monitor who 

helped distribute the crates of milk bottles to the 

door of each classroom, prior to morning recess. 

The occasional extra bottle of milk was a bonus 

for me. 

Trev Hamlyn’s 1960 class in what is now  

Pepper Street Arts Centre 
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Lentara Children’s Home 

Now a private residence, but a very busy Children’s Home on a large estate when I was attending 

the Magill Demonstration School in the early 60’s. I later found out that my Mother-in-Law and her 

sister had lived there during WW2 while their father, who was a single parent, fought overseas. Only 

happy memories I believe.  
 

 
 

Lentara Central Mission Home for Children, circa 1950. 

Burnside Local History Collection 

Romalo House, 1987.  

Courtesy of the Burnside Heritage Review 1987 
 

Romalo House 

My friend Andrew (who is now an AFL doctor) lived in Romalo Avenue. His home, a tidy red brick 

dwelling which is still intact, was opposite the Romalo Estate. In those days the “bushland” on the 

southern side of Romalo Avenue was so dense that one couldn’t see the homestead from the street. 

The land has recently been unceremoniously carved up for residential development.  

 

Bennett’s Pottery 

My Grandfather was a kiln setter at the pottery and 

although he had retired by the time that I was a 

small boy, he often took me through the factory to 

watch the potters at their wheels. I vividly remember 

a night time fire at the pottery in the mid 50’s when 

I was still a pre-schooler. From a vantage position 

on the back fence of our home in Barnes Avenue, we 

watched huge flames leap into the air with a 

spectacular array of sparks as the roof collapsed. 

It’s remarkable that they are still trading today. 

 

Chapel Street Church 

Now a Uniting Church but in my day, it was a Methodist Church. I was often approached on my way 

home from school by well-meaning members of a temperance society and encouraged to go inside 

and sign a pledge to never drink alcohol. Thank God that I never did.  

 

Our walking tour concluded with a muffin, coffee and a well-deserved sit-down at Dorrit’s Coffee 

Shop in the Pepper Street Arts Centre, followed by a viewing of the Illumination Exhibition. 

 

Many thanks once again to Meredith Ide for making the tour enjoyable and to Margaret Ford of the 

Burnside Historical Society for making a place for me following a cancellation. 

Bennett Magill Potteries display circa 1910.  
Burnside Local History Collection 
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GUIDED TOUR - HISTORIC MAGILL WESLEYAN CEMETERY 
Michelle Toft - Historical and Cultural Officer at the City of Burnside 

 

As part of the 2021 History Festival, on Saturday 22 May, Michelle Toft led a guided tour of this 

historic cemetery. Attended by 18 people, the one-hour tour explored the stories behind the 

headstones.  

 

To begin, attendees played a game of ‘Headstone Bingo’, where they searched for different types of 

headstones, and the first to get three in a row on their sheet shouted bingo. The winner kindly shared 

the box of chocolates with the group. Now that the group knew each other better, Michelle guided 

them through the rows, stopping to share stories about the interred. Long discussions occurred by the 

graves of Dorrit Black, the Septimus Lillywhite family, and Miss Roper, matron of Greenslade Home 

(later known as Lentara, a Central Mission Home for Children). Attendees also shared stories of their 

connection to some of the people buried in the cemetery. It was a lovely morning, with beautiful 

weather and an opportunity to learn more about the local history of Magill.  

 

 
Michelle Toft, tour leader 

 

A brief history of the Cemetery follows: 

Robert Cock’s brother Alexander Cock owned part of Section 285, which included land set aside for 

a chapel and cemetery when the village of Makgill was subdivided in 1838. Around the time of 

Alexander’s death in 1872, two allotments, located on today’s Jackson Street, were set up as a 

cemetery. However, there is evidence of an earlier burial on the site, Mary Calderwood, who died 7 

January 1849, age 1 month. The southeast corner was walled in for the use of the Cock family. The 

chapel was never built. It is thought that a chapel was considered unnecessary because the Magill 

Wesleyan Methodist Church, built in 1855, was only metres away on Chapel Street. 

 

In 1878 the Cock family donated the land to the Wesleyan Methodist Church. The land was managed 

by the trustees of the Church, including Alexander Cock (junior). In 1944 a new land title was created 
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for the cemetery with ten trustees. The trustees include 

well-known names of the area such as William 

Reginald Bennett (of Bennett’s Pottery), Septimus 

Lillywhite (public servant) and Edward Allbright 

(bootmaker).  

 

The Church Cemetery Trustees managed the 

Cemetery until it was full, after which in March 1974 

the City of Burnside took over the land and its 

management.  

 

In over a hundred years, a thousand burials have taken 

place at the Magill Wesleyan Cemetery. There are 

nearly 900 leased plots, 24 of which lie within the Cock 

enclosure. Many of those buried in the Cemetery made 

a significant contribution to the district. They include 

members of the Uren/Nightingale family of Woodforde 

House; MC May Roper (1880-1946), matron of the 

Methodist Children’s Home; members of the Lillywhite family of Peroomba; Archibald Chinnery 

(1884-1947), manager of Auldana Wines; Alexander Calderwood (1814-1891), wheelwright; 

members of the Bennett family of Bennett’s Pottery; Dorothea Foster Black, better known as Dorrit 

Black (1891-1951), painter; and Joseph Crompton (1840-1901) of Stonyfell Olive Co and Bunyip 

Soap Company. 

 

A walk through the Cemetery illustrates over 150 years of life in Magill: its industries, its people, and 

their occupations. A self-guided walk is being prepared for use in 2022. For further details see the 

article Magill Walk Development. 
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INTRODUCTION to the BHS KEY ACTIVITIES & PROJECTS 
The key activities BHS was involved in during 2021 

 

1. DEVELOPING 2 NEW GUIDED WALKS IN MAGILL - Research for and development 

of a Magill Walk is being prepared by Meredith Ide and Michelle Toft. This includes a brief 

history of its development as well as history and memories of the Magill area. 

 

2. GLEN OSMOND MINE – The BHS continues to be actively working to find a way to re-

open the mine for guided tours. Currently the internal workings of the mine can only be 

viewed from the adits.  

 

3. MOORCROFT RESERVE BRIDGE - An observant BHS member drew to the society’s 

attention that the remaining sluice gate abutments near the Moorcroft Reserve Bridge had 

been removed. Member, Colin Harris, undertook to represent the Society at a Council 

meeting in respect of this bridge. He has provided a comprehensive and well researched 

article about this matter. 
 

 

  
Glen Osmond Mine The Waldrons/Erindale House 

 

BHS is committed to conservation of heritage especially if it connects with the history and 

development of Burnside. Members are notified of any threats to heritage, where appropriate. 

Individual members may choose to ask the committee to act on their behalf. 

 

4. HISTORICAL/HERITAGE ISSUES - During the year the following Local Heritage 

issues have been drawn to the attention of the Society by its members:  
 

• 1 Rosedale Place - demolition  

• Moorcroft Reserve – heritage structure removed 

• Restoration of Old St. David’s Anglican Church (now Parish Office) 

• 8 View Street, Burnside - demolition 

• Glenunga House, 32 Bevington Rd Glenunga – potential demolition 

• Tusmore Park Wading Pool – heritage significance 

• Art Deco Home – potential demolition 

• Heritage Reference Group 

 

Further information on all these issues can be read in the Historical/Heritage Issues Report  

by President Derek Bransbury 



39 

DEVELOPING TWO NEW SELF-GUIDED WALKS IN MAGILL 
 

Burnside Historic Walks 

Since the early 1980s Burnside Historical Society (BHS), with Council support, has developed eight 

self-guided walks of the wider Burnside area which have proved very popular with history buffs, 

walkers, and family groups. All eight walks can be downloaded from either the BHS or Burnside 

City’s websites. The Burnside walk is available on the Burnside Walks app.  
 

• Beaumont 

• Beulah Park 

• Rose Park  

• Eastwood & Parkside 

• Glen Osmond  

• Knightsbridge  

• Waterfall Gully 

• Burnside - download app     

 

In 2020 BHS applied for a grant to produce a walk to cover the historic parts of Magill, but Burnside 

Council decided to fund the graphic design work for 2 new self-guided historic walks. The ninth walk 

is to cover parts of old Magill and the tenth to cover the historic Magill Wesleyan Cemetery, which 

is now being improved under a Council Management Plan. Council’s Historical and Cultural Officer 

and BHS member, Michelle Toft, is the Project Manager for both walks.   

 

In May this year as part of BHS contribution to the SA History Festival, trials were conducted for 

both walks and reports of these can be found elsewhere in the Journal. 

 

Historic Self-Guided Walk – Magill  

Meredith Ide, Past President of BHS (2011-2018), has been undertaking the historical research and 

the development of the Magill Walk. When finalised, walkers will be able to access information 

online. They will discover what is left of the original Magill Village, read the history of demolished 

buildings and the people who have contributed to its development along Magill Road. Also, there are 

other points of interest to see elsewhere in the suburb which overlaps with Campbelltown City 

Council. It might take a couple of visits to complete the walk, especially if you stop to look in some 

businesses like Hines Hardware and Magill Grain Store or have coffee and cake at Pepper Street Arts 

Centre in Dorrit’s Coffee Shop or to view an exhibition in the gallery.  

 

The Magill Village Partnership is currently underway. This is a collaboration between the City of 

Burnside (southern side, Magill Road), the Campbelltown City Council (northern side) and the 

University of SA, Magill Campus. Both Councils recognize the social and cultural heritage 

importance of the Magill Village which is located around the Penfold and St Bernards Road 

intersection, affording opportunity to create a model that encompasses urban renewal, streetscape 

improvements and urban landscape work. 

 

A Magill Village Master Plan was developed in 2013 to achieve these improvements and a new 

Concept Plan was prepared in 2021. Work on the project is ongoing.  
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For more information visit www.burnside.sa.gov.au /Planning-Business/Council-

Projects/Strategic-Projects/Magill-Village-Project 

 

Self-guided Walk of the Historic Magill Wesleyan Cemetery  

Michelle Toft is developing the Historic Magill Wesleyan Cemetery Walk, 

which will highlight interesting individuals and families from the past. By 

mid 2022 you will be able to visit the Cemetery for an in depth, self-guided 

visit using a downloaded brochure. At the cemetery a box will be provided 

for brochures which will highlight information about the lives of people 

buried. Grave markers will assist location. 

 

The self-guided Historic Magill Walk and Historic Magill Wesleyan 

Cemetery Walk will be accessible by mid-2022 on both the Burnside 

Historical Society and City of Burnside websites. 

 

 

FROM THE SETTLEMENT OF MAKGILL THE VILLAGE TO MAGILL THE SUBURB 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF EARLY MAGILL 

by Meredith Ide 

Before Makgill/Magill was established in 1838, the area was wooded with trees and shrubs. It is 

believed there were around 700 Kaurna people in the location in 1836. As the European settlement 

began to spread further from the new town of Adelaide the Kaurna people moved to the fringes of the 

expanding settlement.  

 

So how did Magill the settlement begin? 

Makgill was named by Robert Cock and William Ferguson, two Scots emigrants who met on board 

HMS Buffalo. The estate was named after Mrs Cock’s Trustee, David Maitland Makgill of Fifeshire, 

Scotland. Cock was a carpenter from Crail, near St Andrews and Ferguson had been a farm manager 

on Sir James Malcolm’s Estate at Langholm, Dumfriesshire. They pooled their resources in several 

investments. The 524-acre (2.12 km squared) estate was one of them. In 1838 they received a Land 

Grant for Sections 285 and 286 in the Hundred of Adelaide. Their estate lay along the edge of the 

foothills from today’s Magill Road through virgin country that later became the suburbs of Rosslyn 

Park, Wattle Park and Skye. The estate homestead was built by Ferguson who farmed the area. In 

1838, short of cash, the partners decided to subdivide the eighty-acre section at the northern end of 

their farm into village allotments and farmlets.  

 

Makgill became the first foothills village to be subdivided. By 1840 they were offering the land for 

sale – in one or eight lots of ten acres each, admirably adapted for a summer residence, situated 

within 400 yards of a constantly running stream. (Third Creek). But the first sale to a blacksmith did 

not happen until 1842. Gradually a community emerged, with the name of the village spelt variously 

over the first decades as Makgill, Macgill, Mackgill or Magill. It is not known when the current 

spelling became established. Makgill Village developed into an important crossroad with people 

travelling up and down Magill Rd between the Hills and Adelaide. There were a range of services 

within Magill such as blacksmith, tearooms, chaff mill, hotels, butchery and post office and it became 

a favoured settlement, a hub of activity.    

http://www.burnside/
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Within a decade a population of carters, farm labourers, stonemasons, plasterers and carpenters settled 

in the village. Over time the locality assumed a strong Scottish character. Most of the houses were 

made of stone from Captain Duff’s quarry at Woodforde to the NE or small quarries in the hills SE 

of the village (the Magill Stone Mines). 

 

Cock and Ferguson farmed the Makgill Estate for almost six years, but in 1844 the estate (minus the 

portion on which the village had been laid out) was taken over by the mortgagee. Dr Christopher 

Rawson Penfold, who established the Magill vineyards, bought part of section 291. 

 

To the east along Magill and Penfold Roads and south of Magill Road, some original industries and 

local businesses still exist – Penfold’s Winery, Bennett’s Magill Pottery Pty Ltd and the Magill Grain 

Store. There have been significant changes and improvements to local schools, the historic Magill 

Wesleyan Cemetery and several churches.  

 

The size of the Local Heritage listed Romalo House property at Magill has been reduced due to 

housing development. The rural nature of that part of Romalo Avenue has been drastically altered 

with the removal of native pines and introduced vegetation such as hoop and bunya pines.  

The Magill Walk highlights the theme of “change” over time: “Makgill to Magill” has changed and 

will continue to change. 

 
Recollections of life in Magill. 

In researching the story of Magill, Meredith Ide came upon some firsthand recollections of those who 

lived in the area during the early part of the 20th century. These memories and the images that 

accompany them will be part of the details provided to those who venture on the Magill Walk when 

it is made available in mid-2022. 

 

Lila’s memories of Cathcart’s Store at Magill in the 1920’s 

The first of these are the recollections of Serena Lila 

Cathcart (nee Angove, 1904 -2008) who with her husband 

James (Jim) Ephraim Cathcart owned and operated 

Cathcart’s Store on Magill Rd which had once been the 

Worlds End Inn. Lila’s early memories were taped by her 

grandson Dr Dean Christopher Bruton who transcribed 

them into a booklet and has kindly made them available 

for use in the Magill Walk.  

 

The World’s End Inn was built in 1845 and with its 

extensive stables was a popular overnight staging post. It 

later became the Worlds End Hotel and continued to trade 

as such until it lost its licence in 1909 when it became the 

World’s End Café for a time. 

 

Prior to his marriage to Lila, Jim Cathcart had worked as a Boots Barman at the nearby Tower Hotel. 

They married in 1921 and on 24 November that year they moved into what had been the cafe. As 

The Worlds End Hotel c1884, SLSA B9717 

This two-storey bluestone building was on 

the corner of Magill Rd and Pepper St 

Note the water trough in the front for bullock 

teams and horses 
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joint owners living onsite, they soon developed Cathcart’s General Store. At one stage a canvas sign 

at the front stated: You have tried the Rest. Now try the Best. You can get it at Cathcart’s   

 

Later Lila recalled her time at Magill. She drove a 

horse and trolley to market every morning for fruit 

and vegetables; up at 4 am three times a week. Lila 

also remembered two violent storms in 1929 and 

1933.  Heavy rains and a cloudburst further south-

east over the Penfold vineyards flooded streets in 

Magill with water steaming down Magill Road 

and covering the tramlines. The winds were so 

strong they blew out the top floor windows of the 

General Store.  

 

The local News-Review in the early 1960s reported 

the demolition of an old Magill landmark, a 120-

year-old building, known as the World’s End Hotel 

for 64 years.  As a result, Lila who had remarried 

and was now known as Mrs Matson of Alberton 

(SA), wrote a long letter to The Advertiser. Sadly, 

the building was bulldozed before she was able to 

visit Magill. She reminisced in her letter about 

when bullock teams used to stop and drink from 

the water trough (see image of the World’s End 

Hotel above) 

Lila wrote that her three children were educated 

nearby at Magill School (now Pepper Street Art 

Gallery) which can just be seen to the left of the 

Hotel in the photo of the 1933 flood. Through the 

1930s Depression days, Lila remembers relying on relief tickets. Her two sons went to World War 2 

and were away for three years.  

 

On the 24 November 1948, 27 years to the day from taking ownership, Lila and Jim sold their store 

for £4,000. Finally, Lila stated in her letter to The Advertiser: There are indeed many memories in 

that historic area. Lila certainly would have experienced and coped with much change during her life 

in Magill. In 1967 the current red brick Magill Post Office was eventually built on the site of the 

Worlds End Inn, cafe and Cathcart’s Store.  

 

Childhood Memories of Doreen Gladys Bruton/nee Cathcart (born 1930) 

The following memories of life along Magill Road in the 1930s and early 40s are those of Jim and 

Lila’s daughter, Doreen. They were obtained via a recorded interview with her by Meredith Ide. 

Cathcart’s general Store on Magill Rd c 1929 

showing the advertising sign at front left. 

Photo courtesy of Dr Christopher Bruton 

The flood in Magill Rd outside Cathcart’s Store in 

1933. The family can be seen sheltering under the 

verandah. Photo courtesy of Dr Christopher Bruton 
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I remember my mother mentioning the 1929 floods and 

those in the 1930s.  After these floods a wall was built 

out from the front of the store. The names of businesses 

across Magill Road [north side] included Slape’s 

Poultry Farm where hens were kept in sheds. Horses 

were agisted in a paddock nearby. [now Magill 

Shopping Centre site]. W.P. Hughes and Sons butcher 

was further along. I was paid to get mince for a lady’s 

cat. Further east was Martin’s, the barber. Both shops 

were demolished. The Magill Police Station was next to 

a lane. Police Officer Thorpe’s daughters, Joan and 

Valerie were my playmates. We invented a game using 

the cells at the rear of the police station. The game was 

called Lock In and Lock Up and we took turns at being 

policeman and prisoner. 

 

Across the lane was the imposing Magill 

Institute, which was across from our Store. 

There was always a dance in the Institute Hall 

every Tuesday night and all the local boys lined 

up to pick up girls. Pictures were shown in the 

hall every Saturday night. I left before interval 

to help serve in my parent’s shop selling lollies, 

chocolates, ice creams and drinks. 

 

Doreen continued: ……Our shop was 65 feet wide, consisting of three sections. There were three 

rooms across the front and two windows were removed. The inner walls of the World’s End Hotel 

were partially knocked down and a counter ran across the whole width of the store. The first section 

was for cool drinks kept in big fridges.  Father bought a large Westinghouse shop fridge which was 

placed opposite the front door. It contained metal tubs for Alaska vanilla and chocolate ice cream 

using a metal scoop to fill cones. We made ice blocks such as blue moon frozen in square cones. 

 

In the second section there was an all glass cake cabinet with a sliding rear door. Blocks of different 

cakes all iced, like Madeira from the Ellis Factory were cut where indicated by the customer. Lollies 

were displayed on the counter. Our store was popular with the school children. They always came in 

with pennies or sometimes three penny pieces to choose lollies from our tray of goodies which we put 

in little white bags. Tobacco and cigarettes were also sold there.  

 

The third section was for fruit and vegetables. When we ran out of bagged potatoes I used to sit on a 

box and weigh potatoes taken from a hessian bag then sold in paper bags. The Premier Tom Playford 

often called in on his way home to his cherry orchard at Norton Summit to get fruit and vegetables 

and also Ellis cake. Behind this third section was a trapdoor leading to a huge and deep cellar where 

drinks were stored. There were three large rooms. The walls were solid stone, 18 inches thick. I loved 

going down there. 

 

Doreen Bruton outside her parent’s Store on 

her first day of school c 1935 

Photo courtesy of Doreen’s son,  

Dr Christopher Bruton 

Magill Road. Magill Institute on left. Circa 1910. 

Courtesy of State Library of South Australia B 25737. 
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Postscript: At seventeen Doreen left for Melbourne, worked, married, and later returned to Cathcart’s 

Store for a time. She lives in Adelaide with her husband Jack. 

 

Memories of an urban family farm in Magill 

The Lillywhite Home and Farm in Briant Road, Magill 1875-1971 

The third Magill memories are of an urban farm in Briant Road not far down the hill from the Worlds 

End Hotel/Cathcart’s Store on Magill Road.  Briant Road was named after Richard Briant who built 

a house there and established an orchard on 6 acres of land bounded by Magill Road to the north. 

Briant was a well-known Adelaide wholesale potato merchant and a prominent figure in the Adelaide 

Salvation Army movement in the 1880s. 

 

James Lillywhite (1834-1927), wife Sarah 

and their large young family bought the 

property in 1875 and extended it through to 

the Parade. There was a vineyard at the 

southern end, a cow paddock next to it and 

orchards and gardens around the house. The 

Lillywhites stayed in that locality for nearly 

100 years with their urban farm being 

almost self-sufficient. James was a bank 

officer until 1894 when his “retirement” saw 

him develop another orchard at Scott Creek 

in the Adelaide Hills and take up voluntary 

accounting work for the Methodist Church 

and the nearby Magill Chapel where the family worshipped. James’s father had been a Music 

professor in London and James and his family carried on these interests and skills in the community 

and the church. Friends and neighbours joined the Lillywhite Orchestra which was highly regarded 

in the district.  

 

  
The Lillywhite Orchestra, Hugh (clarinet), Septimus 

(violin), Noel (double bass), James (cello) 

and Noel’s wife Rose (violin) 

James Lillywhite and his 6 sons: 

(From Left) Noel, Septimus, James, Hugh, Cuthbert, Ralph 

and Ernest.  Photo: Karen Lillywhite 

 

James and Sarah had 12 children, with nine surviving into adulthood. When James died in 1927 the 

farm was run by his two unmarried daughters Miss Win and Miss Dora with their brother Hugh. Some 

land was sold during the Depression and over the years parcels of land were sold off until 1971 when 

James and Sarah Lillywhite, 

Photo courtesy of Karen Lillywhite 
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the house was demolished and replaced with the current home units. Members of the family are buried 

in the local Magill Wesleyan Cemetery. 

 

Frequent visitors to this urban farm and home during the 1920s and 30s were the Lillywhite nieces 

and nephews. One of these was Myra Lillywhite who earlier this year at the age of 98 recounted some 

of her recollections of these days to her nephew Bob Stace (the compiler of this Magill Walk article) 

Myra is the second daughter of Noel Lillywhite who was the 12th child of James and Sarah. 

 

Myra’s Recollections 

“I did not have the privilege of knowing my grandparents on Dad’s side 

of our family. Grandma Lillywhite (Sarah) died long before I was born, 

and I was only 4 when Grandfather Lillywhite (James) died. I just have 

a hazy recollection of a little old man in a jacket and smoker’s cap sitting 

by the open fireplace in the living room of the old family home the 

“Nook” at Briant Rd, Magill. But I do have very clear memories of the 

old home and holidays spent there with the two maiden Aunts, Winnie 

and Dora and bachelor Uncle Hugh. Initially the Lillywhite property extended along the Western side 

of Briant Rd from Magill Rd to The Parade, but sections were gradually sold off. When I was a child, 

the southern boundary was opposite Bennett’s Pottery and to the north the Baptist Church.  

 

The house was set well back from the road, surrounded by garden areas with flowers and vegetables 

and an orchard of fruit trees running down to Magill Rd. At the back were cow paddocks, milking 

sheds, pigsties, fowl yards, various sheds and the garage which housed Uncle Hugh’s old motor bike 

with its home-made side car (well known in the district!) It was a special treat to be taken for a ride 

in this box like structure. There was an old lorry which Uncle Hugh used to transport his apples from 

his orchard tucked away off the main road at Scott Creek (in the 

Adelaide Hills). For many years he worked there several days each 

week, living in a very basic little cottage. It was a great place to 

visit, so peaceful and secluded and the apples straight from the tree 

were delicious. 

 

This suburban farm at Magill was almost self-sufficient and 

produced its own milk, cream, butter, eggs, bacon, fruit and 

vegetables and there was a big cellar to keep the produce fresh. It 

was a sprawling old house with big verandahs shielded by trellised 

grape vines. I distinctly remember the big bunches of currant 

grapes. There were few modern facilities with no running water in 

the house. The bathroom with chip heater was at the end of the side 

verandah and the toilet, probably a “long drop”, was out the back. 

But it was a welcoming house, and the aunts were good cooks! Warm scones with home-made jam 

and thick clotted cream spring to mind.” 

 

[Thank you to those who supplied information for this article: Michelle Toft, Meredith Ide, Dr 

Christopher Bruton, Doreen Bruton, and Myra Lillywhite and compiled by Bob Stace.] 

Myra Lillywhite (Centre) with 

older sister Shirley and young 

brother Peter in the garden of the 

“Nook” in the early 1930s. 

Photo courtesy of Karen 

Lillywhite 
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GLEN OSMOND SILVER-LEAD MINES: THE CATALYST TO 

AUSTRALIA’S FIRST MINING BOOM1 
 

Ross A. Both 

 

The Glen Osmond mines, in the foothills of the Mount Lofty Ranges, consist of several individual 

mines, the most important being Wheal Gawler, Wheal Watkins and the Glen Osmond Mine (Fig. 1). 

The mines proved to be small in terms of production but are of national historical significance, being 

recognised as the first metalliferous mines in Australia. The Glen Osmond ore bodies were discovered 

at a time of economic difficulty in the Colony of South Australia and were the first indication of the 

important role that mining would play in the development and prosperity of South Australia.  
 

 

Figure 1: Location of Glen Osmond Mines. Department of Energy and Mining, plan 1986-0496. 

 

The Discovery 

The first mention of silver-lead ore having been found in the Mount Lofty Ranges was in a letter from 

Marmaduke Laurimer to his mother in Cornwall that was used in a poster in Falmouth in June 1839 

by an emigration agent to attract the attention of Cornish miners.   

 

I saw a piece of silver ore about 28 lbs weight, that was picked up by a young man of the name 

of James Nichols, who was a shipmate with me; on the mountains he traced the load [sic] for 

a mile, and picked up about thirty pieces as big as a hens egg, all of which he showed me.  
 

 
1 This article is an abridged version of: Ross A. Both and Greg J. Drew, 2008, The Glen Osmond silver-lead mines, 

South Australia: Australia’s first metalliferous mines, Journal of Australasian Mining History, vol. 6, pp. 21-45. 

Sources of information and quotes are provided in the original, which is available at 

https://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/resources/ 

 

https://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/resources/
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Although the letter gave no information as to location of the find, according to Edwin Hodder – “The 

History of South Australia from Its Foundation to the Year of Its Jubilee” – the first undoubted 

indication of the existence of silver-lead ore was made in 1838, on a section [295] belonging to Mr. 

Osmond Gilles’,  

 

Wheal Gawler – the first mine 

The discovery of a silver-lead vein on Section 909 was first reported by the Southern Australian on 

29 December 1840:  

 

MINERALS IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA – On Saturday last a splendid specimen of lead ore, 

picked up in the Mount Lofty range, was brought to our office for inspection … The parties 

who made this discovery are practical miners and inform us, that the vein from which this was 

taken is very rich and exceeds a mile in length.  

 

Wheal Gawler was named in honour of the Governor and the South Australian Mining Association 

was formed in March 1841. A trial shipment of ore sent to London in May was the first export of 

metalliferous ore from Australia. Despite early optimism, there was little attempt to carry out further 

mining and successful opening of the adjoining mines as well as discoveries of copper elsewhere in 

South Australia drew attention away from Wheal Gawler.  

 

In June 1845 a syndicate that included Herman Stakemann, the Consul for Bremen, obtained a lease 

of the mine. As only about 12 tons of ore had been raised to the end of 1846, Wheal Gawler was 

described as ‘more of a prospective than a productive mine’. A mine captain (Edward Henkel) was 

appointed and up to 20 miners from the Harz Mountains were employed. In 1848 the Wheal Gawler 

Mines Association was formed ‘with a view to a more vigorous prosecution of the operations’ and in 

September a ceremony was held for the naming of 11 ‘well-defined metallic lodes’. The Adelaide 

Observer expressed great confidence in the future of the mine, stating that:  

 

From what we saw on Wednesday, we will boldly prophecy [sic] … that the produce of the 

Wheal Gawler mines will by-and-by altogether astonish the colony and that they will in good 

time take their rank among the most valuable of the mines of South Australia.  

 

Despite this optimism the mine proved to be unproductive, and a Special General Meeting of 

shareholders was held on 24 March 1852 ‘for the purpose of determining on a dissolution of the 

Association’. About 100 tons of high-grade ore per year had been produced between 1846 and 1849.  

 

Glen Osmond Mine 

Although silver-lead ore had been discovered on Osmond Gilles’ property (Section 295) as early as 

1838, no serious mining operations were undertaken until September 1842, when four miners were 

employed and about 10 tons of ore were shipped to England ‘for experimental purposes’. In early 

1844 additional men were engaged to sink a shaft and Gilles’ brother Lewis came from Tasmania to 

direct operations. The scene at Glen Osmond around this time was depicted by S.T. Gill (Fig. 2). 

 

Lewis Gilles purchased the lease from his brother and sailed for England in January 1845 to form a 

company to work the mine. The Glen Osmond Union Mining Company was formed in London in 
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May 1846 and the South Australian Gazette and Colonial Register reported the return in November 

of Lewis and the arrival of a ‘strong party of miners under a skilful and efficient Captain (Mr Pascoe)’.  

 

Work recommenced at the mine, and it was reported that a residence for Captain Pascoe and ‘seven 

or eight cottages for the miners’ were being constructed and that at ‘the foot of the hill, a number of 

boys and girls were busy washing and cleaning the ore, which was heaped up in large quantities’. 

This is the only documented use of bal-maidens (females employed in ore dressing) on a mine in 

Australia.  
 

 
Figure 2: S.T. Gill: Glen Osmond Mine 1845 showing Victoria shaft. Art Gallery of South Australia. 

 

By October 1847, 40 men were employed, six of whom were raising ore, while the rest were employed 

in driving adits, sinking shafts and other development work. Of the 13 lodes discovered, only the 

Victoria, Lewis (also known as the North Victoria), O.G. and Gores (Fig. 1) were then being worked. 

The South Australian referred to100 tons of ore having been shipped during the year, excluding 20 

tons of ‘royalty ore lying ready for delivery to “O.G.”, the lord of the soil’, a reference to the royalties 

due to Osmond Gilles.  

 

A dispute over the lease led to operations being suspended in January 1849. Osmond Gilles took 

action in the Supreme Court ‘to resume possession of his valuable property in consequence of 

receiving no rent and the non-fulfilment of the obligations of the Company towards him’.  Captain 

Pascoe gave evidence that ore set aside as royalty payment had been permitted by Gilles to be shipped 

on account of the Company as he ‘wished to see the mine worked, and to have his dues all at once’. 

The jury found in favour of the Company. Operations were resumed in 1850 and a report in November 

noted that 35 tons of ore was to be handed over to Gilles as the final arrears of royalty due to him. 

However, due to the discovery of gold in Victoria, the Company was unable to obtain sufficient labour 

and the mine closed in 1851. Ore production from the Glen Osmond Mine up to 1851 has been 

estimated at approximately 1,000 tons.  
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The spectacular discoveries of silver-lead ore at Broken Hill in the 1880s and high metal prices led 

to renewed interest in the Glen Osmond mines, and in April 1888 the Gilles Glen Osmond Silver 

Lead Mining Company was formed to redevelop the Glen Osmond Mine. The results, however, did 

not justify optimistic predictions; lack of ore resulted in closure of the mine in 1892 after having 

produced only about 100 tons of ore in this second episode of mining.  

 

Wheal Watkins 

Section 910, adjoining the southern boundary of the Wheal Gawler property was granted to Mr Robert 

Watkins of Sussex in February 1842. Subsequently a lode was discovered by Mr Peter Peachey, the 

owner’s agent. Wheal Watkins was first worked in 1843, and by December 1844 up to 18 miners 

were employed and 150 tons of ore had been raised. Section 910 was later transferred by Watkins to 

Peachey. 

 

The Adelaide Silver-Lead Company was formed in 1848 and leased Wheal Watkins for 18 months 

from Peachey. Operations commenced in October, with J.B. Pascoe as Mine Captain. Some 350 tons 

of ore were produced in 1849. Following Peachey’s death in August 1849, the Company faced a legal 

complication in renewal of the lease and working of the mine ceased in April 1850. By that time, the 

main shaft had reached a depth of 300 feet and, according to a report by Pascoe, from 1844 to 1850 

some 1,200 tons of ore had been produced.  

 

The mine was reopened in March 1888 by the Wheal Watkins Silver and Lead Mining Company. As 

for the Glen Osmond Mine, results did not live up to expectations and operations were suspended at 

the end of the 1889 after producing only about 150 tons of ore. Finally, in 1916 the Tarcoola 

Development Syndicate produced about 5 tons of ore from Wheal Watkins. 

 

Glen Osmond Smelter 

As the Glen Osmond mines developed, 

ore was shipped to smelters in Swansea, 

Wales.  

In 1849 a smelter was built by Messrs 

Penny on the floor of a valley close to 

the Glen Osmond Mine (Fig. 1) and 

connected to a chimney on the adjacent 

hillside (Fig. 3) by a long underground 

flue. Although the smelter received ore 

from various mines in the Glen Osmond 

area, only small amounts were treated 

before cessation of activity on the mines 

led to closure of the smelter in 1851.  

 

 

The Heritage  

Increasing awareness of the historical significance of the Glen Osmond mines came too late to 

preserve public access to most of the workings, which are now located on or surrounded by residential 

Figure 3: Glen Osmond smelter chimney. Department of 

Energy and Mining, photo 035848. 
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properties. In 1984 three sites were added to the Register of State Heritage Items, viz. Wheal Gawler 

Historic Site, Wheal Watkins Historic Site and Glen Osmond smelter chimney. 
 

All Wheal Gawler adits and shafts, as well as being on private land and, hence, not available for 

public access, are totally unsuitable for entry. The Glen Osmond Mine workings are located on private 

land, which includes the former Woodley winery. In 1862 a cellar was built at the entrance to the 40-

fathom level, which has since been referred to as the Winery Adit.  

 

Wheal Watkins Historic Site is located on a council reserve (Fig. 4) centred on the 6 fathom and 20 

fathom adits. It was accepted as being of heritage significance because ‘it contributes to an 

appreciation of the scale and extent of the mines at Glen Osmond’ and for the two adits that provide 

examples of Cornish mining technology. In 1986 a South Australian Sesquicentenary grant of 

$20,000 to Burnside Council enabled partial restoration of the adits. Interpretive signs were erected 

by the South Australian Department of Mines and Energy and public tours began in October 1986, 

with guides provided by the Burnside Historical Society (BHS). Burnside Council was responsible 

for maintenance of the adits and external surroundings. Although the tours were restricted to those 

parts of the adits considered safe for public access, visitors were able to see many features that 

demonstrated mining methods employed by the Cornish miners, e.g., hammer and tap holes, adits, a 

drive, winze and stopes, as well as some remnant ore. With the exception of closures for maintenance, 

the tours continued until their closure as a result of a rockfall on the 20-fathom level in 2005. The 

ensuing years saw Council consider several reports by engineers into the feasibility of re-opening the 

mines for public tours. Two engineering reports for Burnside Council made conflicting 

recommendations for rehabilitation work, one of which recommended work that would have 

destroyed the heritage features of the mine.  

 

In 2008, BHS passed on to Burnside Council $30,000, from a generous donor, John Clark (Fig. 5), to 

be used towards re-opening 

Wheal Watkins for guided 

tours. John, a Past-President 

of BHS, was a staunch 

advocate for Wheal Watkins, 

having not only been one of 

the mine guides since their 

inception but also organiser 

of the roster of guides and the 

BHS representative who 

liaised with Council over all 

matters related to the mine. In 

2009 a State Heritage Grant 

of $25,000 was made 

available to Council for 

rehabilitation work on the 

mine but was not taken up by 

Council. 

Figure 4: Wheal Watkins Reserve. Department of Mining and 

Energy, plan 1986-0495. 
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In 2013 BHS commissioned a report by a geotechnical engineer with experience in heritage mines; 

that report concluded that safety issues could be satisfied without compromising the mine’s essential 

heritage character. Nevertheless, in 2016 Council decided that the mine would remain closed to the 

public and returned the Clark donation to BHS. 

 

Conclusions 

The Glen Osmond mines were not significant metal producers but are of historical significance, being 

recognised as the first metalliferous mines in Australia. Their discovery and development came at a 

critical time in the history of South Australia, for the colony was in desperate financial circumstances, 

and a new mood of optimism can be seen in newspaper reports.  

 

Cornish miners attracted to South Australia to work the mines brought with them their mining 

traditions, such as underground mining methods, management and employment systems, and mining 

terminology. Although the Glen Osmond mines failed to justify their early promise, they created the 

impetus for further mineral exploration and were the start of Australia’s first mining boom that led to 

the discovery of important copper deposits at Kapunda (1842) and Burra (1845). Several sites related 

to mining in the Glen Osmond area have been recognised for their historic and cultural significance 

by inclusion in the Register of State Heritage Items. Some sites are seriously compromised by housing 

developments but the smelter chimney remains in good condition and Wheal Watkins adits, until their 

closure as a result of a rockfall in 2005, provided an important opportunity for the public to learn of 

the history of the Glen Osmond mines and gain an appreciation of the methods employed by Cornish 

miners. As underground visits are no longer possible, surface tours of the Wheal Watkins site have 

been conducted in recent years by BHS members 

Dave Monceaux and Meredith Ide. New 

interpretive signs designed by historian Denise 

Schumann were installed by Burnside Council in 

2017. 

 

It is now over 16 years since the last underground 

public tours of Wheal Watkins and consideration 

should be given to the best use of the money 

donated by John Clark, which remains unused. 

Should BHS continue to argue the case for re-

opening the mine or should other options for use of 

the funds be investigated, e.g. production of a 

virtual underground tour to be used as a 

complement to the current surface tours?   

 

 

Figure 5: John Clark, dressed as a Cornish miner, 

sampling Cornish pasties served by Joy Moulton, 

12, of Burnside Primary School at the Wheal 

Watkins Opening. Eastern Courier Messenger, 

October 1986. 
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MOORCROFT RESERVE 
 

Colin Harris PSM 

 

Introduction 

 

On 30 May 2018 David Parkin – Mayor of the City of Burnside at the time – unveiled interpretative 

signage in Moorcroft Reserve Erindale, outlining the rich Indigenous and European history of the 

site.  The signage was installed as part of a co-operative programme between the Burnside Historical 

Society (BHS) and the City of Burnside which has been ongoing since 1989.  Intended to mark places 

and sites of historical importance, the programme has seen the installation of 20 bronze plaques and, 

more recently, interpretative signage. 

 

Bronze plaques have traditionally been used as historical markers because of their durability, and for 

this reason alone they will continue to be used in many situations.  However, with the widespread 

adoption of computer-based graphic design and the introduction of signage materials which can carry 

a lot of detail, whilst still being reasonably long-lived, interpretative signage is becoming more 

common.  Examples in the City of Burnside prior to Moorcroft included signage at the Wheal Watkins 

Mine Glen Osmond and the Bell Yett Reserve at Wattle Park.  

 

Moorcroft Reserve 

 

Moorcroft is a small City of Burnside Reserve straddling Second Creek in Erindale.  The Reserve 

was created from a late 1960s subdivision of the grounds of Erindale, a once notable eastern foothills 

estate.  Originally known as The Waldrons, then Moorcroft, Erindale was one of four estates 

established in the mid-19th century that occupied prime Second Creek frontages.  At the time, there 

was no reticulated water available to Adelaide and its suburbs and reliable water sources were 

therefore keenly sought after when the wealthy were looking to establish their grand estates.  Erindale 

was the most westerly of the four estates, the others being Undelcarra, Ivymeade and Clifton. 

Regrettably, Erindale was demolished in 1969, but the three upstream homes remain.  Although their 

grounds have been much contracted by successive subdivisions, the houses are still gracious and well-

maintained.2  

 

  
Erindale House, July 1969, a few days before demolition Carriage drive bridge to Erindale House 

Photos from the collection of Margaret Preiss 

 
2 For the colonial history of these estates see Warburton, E. 1981: The Paddocks Beneath: a History of Burnside from 

the beginning.  Corporation of the City of Burnside, Adelaide. 
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The Interpretative Signage Project 
 

In late 2017 the City of Burnside was looking to upgrade Moorcroft Reserve and, aware of the 

reserve’s rich historical past, Council approached the BHS.  From this it was agreed that the Society 

would research and interpret the history and Council would cover the costs associated with signage 

production and installation.  This was a continuation of the partnership model used since 1989 and I 

took on the task for the Society.  Progress was swift and by early 2018 we had some preliminary text 

and a range of historical illustrations and photographs to consider.   

 

Second Creek was clearly going to feature strongly in the story, and I saw in it an opportunity to 

interpret natural history, Indigenous Kaurna 

history and early colonial history.  Second Creek 

is one of five tributary creeks of the River Torrens 

in Metropolitan Adelaide.  Rising in the 

headwaters of Slapes Gully to the east of 

Burnside, it flows north-west across the Adelaide 

Plains, joining the Torrens at present-day St 

Peters.  Now confined to drains and underground 

piping for much of its route across the Plains, it 

was a free-flowing permanent stream at the time 

of European colonization.  An attractive woodland dominated by large red gums lined its banks and 

a variety of native grasses, shrubs and small trees grew under the gums. Sedges and rushes flourished 

along the banks and in the bed of the creek itself. 
 

To illustrate this, I interspersed the text with a map showing the location of Second Creek and line 

diagrams, one of bulrush – the fleshy base of which was a Kaurna food (warnpa) and another a Kaurna 

wooden shield.  Also included was a reproduction of the magnificent 1854 Alexander Schramm 

painting An Aboriginal encampment near the Adelaide foothills.  Incorrectly catalogued by the South 

Australian Art Gallery as being near our present day Botanic Park, the location is clearly the point 

where First Creek crosses present day Greenhill Road at Hazelwood Park, not our Moorcroft location, 

but much closer than Botanic Park and the red gum woodland (karawirra) is identical.  Also covered 

in the text was how the hollows in the large red gums supported brush tail possums (pilta), a favourite 

source of protein for the Kaurna, and how highly nutritious witchetty grubs (kupi and barti) could be 

extracted from the roots and branches of the gums.  The reeds and rushes were also used in weaving 

nets, baskets and mats.  I saw this opportunity to link natural history with Kaurna history as important 

because, notwithstanding the thousands of years of Indigenous occupation, we have to date 

(throughout Australia) focussed largely on colonial European history. 3 

 

From the Indigenous and natural history, I moved on to the early colonial occupation, outlining how 

the land that became Erindale was taken up in 1855 by the de Mole family from England.  As 

mentioned above, they named their attractive 12 acres of semi-rural land The Waldrons, establishing 

extensive outbuildings, orchards and formal gardens.  A fine photograph of the home was included 

in the text.  Later owners added to the house and its expansive gardens, notably John Sanders who 

developed the garden in the then fashionable gardenesque style.  Among other things, he created two 

 
3 A good account of Kaurna food resources of the Adelaide Plains is Pring, A. 2002: Kaurna meyunna, Kaurna yerta 

tampendi, Government of South Australia, Adelaide. 
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artificial lakes, complete with small islands, managing the Creek flows for all of this with sluice gates.  

The masonry and brick bridge remaining in the reserve was on the coach drive to the main gates, 

which at that stage were located on Glynburn (then Burnside) Road near its intersection with 

Knightsbridge Road. 
 

Although much could have been said about The Waldrons and its various 

later incarnations, the aspect I chose to focus on was Fanny de Mole.  The 

eighth child of John and Isabel de Mole, she was born in London in 1835, but 

migrated to Adelaide in 1857, joining a number of her family at The 

Waldrons.  A talented illustrator and painter, many of her botanical 

illustrations were of native plants growing in the vicinity of The Waldrons 

and they provide us with some important insights into the pre-European 

vegetation of the locality.  Her illustrations were also very beautiful and 

twenty of them were gathered together, lithographed in London and returned 

to Adelaide where Fanny and other members of the family hand-coloured 

them.  Produced in an edition of around one hundred copies, The Wildflowers of South Australia was 

the first book devoted to South Australia’s native flora.4   Sadly, a considerable talent was lost when 

Fanny de Mole died young, of tuberculosis in 1866, aged 31. In 1981 the Queensbury Hill Press 

published a facsimile of The Wildflowers of South Australia and because of the strong local history 

connection that the work represents the BHS purchased a copy of the facsimile and donated it to the 

Burnside Library.  A photograph of Fanny de Mole and three reproductions of her illustrations (all 

local plants) are on the Moorcroft signage. 
 

The final subject matter on the signage deals with the enigma represented by the presence in 

Moorcroft of what may or may not be a grave site, surrounded by wrought iron railing.  I did not want 

to make too much of this because despite much archival searching no one has been able to say 

conclusively whether it is genuine or not.  However, it is present and visitors to the Reserve are drawn 

to it, fascinated as many of us are by mysteries.  The text of the signage summarises what we do know 

and the interpretative signage is located close to the railing and possible headstone. 
 

Regrettably, in early 2020 the City of Burnside, without 

consultation with the BHS, removed the remaining sluice gate 

abutments on the Creek as part of a programme of woody weed 

removal, creek bed stabilization and replanting of original native 

vegetation species.  Laudable though the Creek project was in 

terms of improving biodiversity outcomes for the Reserve, it 

resulted in the destruction of an important piece of colonial 

heritage, one which had been singled out for comment in the 

interpretative signage.  In the wake of this unfortunate incident 

there was a flurry of activity and Council commissioned a 

consultancy report on heritage considerations for the Reserve. The 

report has been finalised recently and it is expected that on the 

basis of its findings the City of Burnside will commit to much-needed conservation works on the 

carriage drive bridge mentioned previously in this paper, the most important remaining piece of 

heritage from the colonial times of The Waldrons, Moorcroft and Erindale. 

 
4 De Mole, F. 1861: The Wildflowers of South Australia. Paul Jerrard & Son, Adelaide 

Sluice Gates on Second Creek, 

Erindale c.1930, SLSA B 44234/10 

Fanny de Mole, 

c.1865, nla-vn2228360 
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HERITAGE AND HISTORICAL ISSUES  
Derek Bransbury 

 

Over the past year, the Burnside Historical Society has been involved in a range of heritage issues 

including both the built and natural heritage of the city of Burnside. In the COVID-19 lockdown of 

the first half of 2020, several development applications were submitted to council that impacted on 

heritage items. The outcome of some of these are still being managed in 2021.  

 

1 Rosedale Place, Magill. In April 2020, an application was made to demolish this heritage listed 

house. BHS only became aware of this application on the day of the 

deadline for submissions. Our member, Colin Harris, developed a 

submission opposing demolition. In Colin’s absence, historian Dr 

Susan Marsden (BHS member) attended the Council’s Assessment 

Panel meeting. The panel universally supported the advice of council 

staff, including their heritage advisor, to approve demolition. Susan made some important 

suggestions. One was to find an engineer or architect qualified in heritage matters who was able to 

address and assess these issues. In August 2021, as a positive outcome of Susan’s suggestion, the 

City of Burnside Heritage reference group has organised for a Heritage Architect to be available for 

consultation with residents of heritage properties in Burnside for an hour at no charge. 

 

Moorcroft Reserve. In May 2020 a member walking through 

the reserve came across a small sluice gate weir. It had been 

covered in vegetation which had been cleared. Shortly 

afterwards this structure was demolished. The historical sluice 

gate abutments were the few tangible reminders of Erindale 

House and its elaborate gardens. Letters expressing concern 

were sent to the council. Following this, members of the BHS 

committee met in Moorcroft reserve to discuss future conservation and noted that the 1890’s carriage 

bridge was in poor condition and overgrown with vegetation. We agreed this should be conserved 

and the signage relating to it updated. 

This year, we have been advised that a report has been prepared by a heritage architect on the area. 

Council has subsequently engaged a consulting engineer to prepare a report on repair and restoration 

of the bridge. Further information on Moorcroft Reserve and the carriage bridge restoration can be 

found in the article by Colin Harris. 

 

Restoration of Old St David’s Anglican Church. A 10-year plan to restore the old church (now the 

Parish Hall), the Parish offices (previously the original Burnside 

Council chambers), and the streetscape in front of the old church 

is in place. The Church made a grant application to Council for 

funding. Warren Harch, People’s Warden of the Anglican Parish 

of Burnside, contacted Derek Bransbury (following BHS success 

with the Osmond Gilles grant) and asked him to review the 

application and give written support to their submission. Warren 

recently advised that the application had been successful.  
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At 8 View Street, Burnside demolition of a house on a large block of land, was observed by a BHS 

member in June 

2020. However, 

some significant 

trees remained. 

The Burnside 

council was 

contacted, and the BHS was informed that a development application to demolish the house had 

already been approved. Eventually all the trees were felled. The two photos tell the story. 

 

Glenunga House at 32 Bevington Road, Glenunga. On the 28 May 2020 an application was 

submitted to the City of Burnside to demolish this 

Heritage listed house. At a subsequent council meeting, 

BHS member Meredith Ide, successfully assisted 

residents to challenge this application.  Sandy Wilkinson, 

a professional heritage consultant, provided considerable 

assistance. In 2021, the house was returned to the market. 

 

Tusmore Park Wading Pool Proposed Upgrade. At the 

Burnside Council Meeting held on the 28 January 2021, the 

Tusmore Park wading pool redevelopment was discussed. 

Meredith Ide, spoke on behalf of BHS, and made a heartfelt plea 

for the council to consider the heritage aspects of this pool. She 

was successful in raising the Council’s awareness of the site’s 

heritage. The Council endorsed the concept design Option 2 which 

includes a creek style section. Council agreed to consider fencing 

which will better recognise the heritage aspects of the site.  

 

A substantial Art Deco style house at 40 Statenborough street, Leabrook, while not heritage listed, 

is an excellent example of this architecture. It is in very good 

condition with many original features. There are very few Art Deco 

houses remaining in South Australia and the Art Deco Society of 

SA considers it an important example to conserve. In July 2021 an 

application was submitted to demolish this house. BHS members 

provided support and advice on how to oppose the application.  

 

The City of Burnside Heritage Reference Group. This is an informal forum for the discussion and   

exploration of ideas to conserve, enhance and promote Burnside’s 

valuable heritage and history. Membership comprises elected Council 

members, Council staff including the Historical and Cultural Officer, 

community members including BHS members Colin Harris, Derek 

Bransbury and Dr Susan Marsden, plus a Kaurna community 

representative. The group has initiated several projects including 

installation of the internationally recognised blue plaques at sites of heritage value throughout the 

City of Burnside area. See an article on the plaques elsewhere in the Journal. 
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INTRODUCTION to the GENERAL ARTICLES  
 

Helen Bills 
 

In 2020 the Burnside Historical Society acknowledged its fortieth anniversary – indeed a milestone 

worthy of a celebration. We were fortunate that this was possible at the regular monthly meeting in 

August. We were fortunate to have some foundation members present. It was a time to reflect on the 

achievements of the society and re-visit the newsletters which were faithfully produced by a number 

of society members each quarter. The Journal Committee decided there were several articles worth 

re-printing and others worth writing. These are featured in this section – General Articles. 
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THE ONGOING STORY OF THE BURNSIDE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY – MEMORIES OF OUR PAST, 1994-2003 

Meredith Ide 
Please note dates in brackets e.g. (June 2001) refer to the Newsletter where this article was featured. Copies of 

newsletters may be found in the Local History Room (Burnside Library) or digital copies on the BHS website.  

 

During the Society’s 40th Year Celebrations in 2020, a series of articles reflecting on our history was 

commenced in the Burnside Historical Society’s (BHS) quarterly Newsletter. The newsletters of 

March, June and September, include summaries of achievements and activities during the time of the 

first five presidents, 1980 – 1994. The following article, written by Meredith Ide, covers the 

period from 1994 to 2003 during the Presidencies of Barbara Parker PSM and Elizabeth Rogers 

OAM. The month and year in brackets below, indicates details of a particular event as recorded in 

that newsletter, found online via the BHS website: www.burnsidehistory.org.au 
 

President Barbara Parker PSM* April 1994 – April 2000  

Barbara joined the Society in 1987, elected first to the Committee (1991 – 1994) then served as 

President (1994 to 2000). From 1991- 1998 she edited the 

quarterly Newsletter. In her Public Service career she gained 

experience with the Occupational Health, Safety and 

Welfare Act (1986) and played a prominent role in the 

introduction of standards and procedures for the Society, 

developing a OHS handbook in 2002. Barbara represented 

the Society at conferences and meetings and liaised with 

Burnside Council. Writing responses on behalf of the Society 

and submissions for grants took many hours. Barbara 

understood processes, engendered confidence and stability 

as a leader with loyal and capable committee members, being 

ably supported by various Secretaries and Treasurers. 
 

The annual Weekend Away Tours (later called Regional Tours) which commenced 1989, continued 

with a trip to Quorn (1994).  Some other trips included Kangaroo Island (1995) The Yorke Peninsula 

(1997) and The Barossa Valley (1999) and were reported in the newsletter. In 1996 a Council 

Community Support Grant was received for printing newsletters externally. BHS is grateful for 

grants and support for projects received from the Burnside Council. 
 

1995 

Early 1995 BHS farewelled Elizabeth Warburton, Honorary Life Member and author of The 

Paddocks Beneath (1981) about the history of Burnside and her husband Jim, author of The Five 

Creeks of the River Torrens (1977). They both made valuable contributions, researching and 

compiling local histories. Barbara completed the publication of 302 plaques in three volumes, 

initiated by BHS and edited by David Reid. Andrew Treloar was the photographer. In April 1995 the 

three volume Survey of Plaques in the City of Burnside was presented to Mayor Jacobsen and 

Andrew Treloar. A set is in the Local History Room, Burnside Library. David Reid was awarded 

Honorary Life Membership. Australia Remembers 1945 – 1995 logo was printed on the front cover 

of the September newsletter. In that issue member David Rogers described some of his brother 

Arthur’s extraordinary wartime experiences in many countries.  

 

Barbara Parker (L) & Meredith Ide, BHS 

Xmas Party 
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January Outdoor Meetings were popular, with a walk through Mitcham (1995) and a visit to Skye 

Cellars led by Geoffrey Bishop (1996). Two monthly meetings in 1995 included Early Adelaide 

Theatres (Hamish Angas) and Adelaide Classical Buildings (Anne Geddes). At the 1994/95 AGM 

Ted Bayfield was awarded an Honorary Life Membership for recording meetings and setting up 

amplification since 1983. Many tapes were later converted to disc which John Love organized. Now 

only Burnside topics are to be recorded for the Local History Collection. All discs can be found in 

the Burnside Library.  
 

Newsletters. Some members regularly wrote up meetings, special events, half and full day outings 

and weekends away, mainly Rosemary Brown, Barbara Crompton, Elizabeth Rogers, Barbara Parker, 

Janet Reid, Wendy McGuffog and Joy Batt. BHS initiated a joint project between the Society and 

Council for the installation of bronze plaques at historic locations. Council funded the plaques 

produced annually and BHS provided the wording approved by Council. 

  
Plaque erected by BHS 

recognising Mrs Hubbe’s Knightsbridge School 

The mayor A. J. Taylor & 6 surviving old scholars  

of Mrs Hubbe’s School, 30 September 1996 

 
1996 

BHS was very involved in The City of Burnside’s 140th Anniversary celebrations in 1996. (Sept. 

1996). 15 August, Mayor Alan Taylor met members and 

invited guests at Glen Osmond near Wheal Watkins 

Heritage Mine, on Burnside Council land. It was 

reopened by the Minister for Mines and Energy, who 

unveiled a commemorative plaque.  The Mine has State 

Heritage status and is listed on the National Estate 

Register. Upgraded restoration was funded by Council 

and guided tours led by trained guides soon 

recommenced. 

 

Other celebratory events were historical bus tours and 

walks and an historical display of old photos. 

Barbara Crompton (and others) compiled a 

photographic snapshot of Burnside…Then and now, for 

the 140th birthday celebration of the City of Burnside. 

The article about Burnside’s Department Store Demasius - Now History (Dec. 1996) initially 

printed in The Eastern Suburbs Messenger (22 Nov 1989) caused some controversy. Years later a 

John Clarke, Barbara Parker & Andrew 

Mugge take a closer look at the Wheal 

Watkins mine, which has been recommended 

for national heritage listing. Messenger 

newspaper 2622, 17 May 1995 
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cousin of Mr George Demasius, Bernd Demasius contacted BHS from Germany via the Internet and 

forwarded the story of George and family setting up business in Adelaide. The Demasius story was 

featured over three newsletters. (March to Sept 2018). 

 

1997 

Members had the opportunity to participate in a bus tour to Victor Harbor and Pt Elliot in April 

(June 1997) and a twilight tour in Campbelltown. In June Dr Geoffrey Bishop presented 

information about a weekend trip in October to Yorke Peninsula. At the March meeting the video 

version of former mayor George Bolton’s Archival Footage of Burnside in the 1930s – 1960s was 

shown. The DVD version is in the Burnside Library.    

 

In 1944 Otto von Rieben’s Attunga property, Kensington Road, Toorak Gardens, was gifted to 

the Burnside Council. Burnside War Memorial Hospital was built to 

remember those from the Council area who served Australia. At the 

April 1997 meeting some members spoke about the history of local 

parks and gardens. The March newsletter featured Barbara Crompton’s 

article Attunga:The Burnside War Memorial Hospital - The House 

And Garden. She was a BHS member and a Friend of the heritage-

listed garden. At the June meeting, Colin Harris, a Burnside resident 

and BHS member, who worked for The Department of Environment 

and Natural Resources, spoke on the topic Cleland Conservation 

Park – an Environmental History. 

Origins of Street Names in the City of Burnside, an early BHS project for the State’s Jubilee (150 

years) celebrations in 1986, was revised in 1997 in a Second Edition as Burnside Street Names and 

their Origins by Richard House, with assistance from John Clark and Geoffrey Bishop. 

 
1998 

After seven years in the role, Barbara Parker welcomed Elizabeth Rogers as Newsletter Editor. 

Barbara continued contributing articles and wrote up some meetings and events. In June 1998 Dr 

Philip Clarke from the South Australian Museum spoke about the Lives and Skills of the Kaurna 

People of the Adelaide Plains, then hosted a visit to the Museum. August 14 1998 an inaugural 

anniversary dinner was enjoyed at Waterfall Gully Restaurant to celebrate the 18th anniversary 

of BHS. Honorary Life Membership was conferred on Barbara Parker and Foundation 

Members, from early 1980’s, were acknowledged. 

 

Early members in the Society will remember that Mayor Coralie Soward called a public meeting 19 

June 1980 to gauge interest in establishing a local history society. Dr Roger Angove was the 

inaugural President, 1980 – 82, then committee member 1982-84. When Dr Angove died July 1998, 

he was acknowledged (Sept 1998) as efficiently establishing the base for our current organisation.  

 
1999 

1999 was an extremely busy year commencing in January with a visit to Penfolds Magill Estate and 

a visit to “The Grange”, Dr Christopher Rawson Penfold and Mrs Mary Penfold’s home. In March 

members were treated to a Trip of Discovery Around Burnside, a Richard House mystery tour ending 

at Pepper Street Gallery, Magill for Devonshire Tea.  

Attunga House, 1944, now 

part of the Burnside War 

Memorial Hospital 

SLSA - B49774 
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Shirley Cameron Wilson OAM, (author of From Shadow into Light), spoke to the July meeting on 

the topic Women Artists of the Burnside Area. Dorrit Black was one artist, living locally at Magill. 

The Art of Dorrit Black was reprinted in the BHS March 2001newsletter from the City of Burnside 

Spring 2000 newsletter Arts Bazaar. The September newsletter included Alison Dolling’s article 

Things That Used To Be, which gives a delightful, easy to imagine description of the area around 

where she lived – Burnside, now Glynburn Road and Greenhill Road. In her 1998/99 President’s 

Report, Barbara Parker stated that “The Wheal Watkins Historical Mine at Glen Osmond is the most 

significant site with which the Society is involved … Eighteen tours (including three different schools 

and one group of scouts) have been run in the last year for a total of 272 people.” During 1998/1999 

an Oral History Project, The War Years in Burnside: 1939 – 1945 commenced, to record 

experiences of residents. Some of the tapes were lodged in the Burnside Library. 
 

Sunday 2 May 1999, historian Dr Rob Nicol led a tour of West Terrace Cemetery. Little did we know 

that BHS would be involved in fundraising for Osmond Gilles Grave Restoration culminating in a 

rededication ceremony on 6 November 2020. An explanation of Council’s Progress on Heritage 

Protection in the City of Burnside was given in the March 1998 newsletter. An August walk around 

Colonel Light Gardens with Philip Knight and Christine Garnaut, was enlightening. Her book, 

Colonel Light Gardens: Model Garden Suburb (1999) is still available. The suburb is unique in its 

layout and characteristics of importance.  

 

Member Alan Cross wrote an article in the March 1999 newsletter about the history of Beaumont 

Common and how it became a public park under Burnside Council’s control. Andrew Crompton, a 

former Group Team Leader Biodiversity at City of Burnside, helped change the management of The 

Common. Andrew’s mother Barbara Crompton wrote an enlightening description of the native flora 

in particular places in the Council area. She spoke at a BHS meeting about propagating some plants 

and the need to protect our plant heritage. At the 1999/2000 AGM Mayor Alan Taylor received a 

copy of Burnside Street Names and their Origins. Copies of the first two editions are in the Local 

History Room. The Third Edition (2015) compiled by Richard House, is available on the BHS and 

Council websites and in the Local History Room  

 

On 25 September 1999, BHS hosted the 4th Biennial Eastern Regional Seminar, Reflections of 

Yesterday: Visions for Tomorrow. 

 
2000 

For some months in 2000, meetings were held in the Masonic Hall opposite the Council car park until 

completion of the redeveloped Community Centre. The Society began the year 2000 with a bus tour, 

of Mansions on Mt Lofty Ridge, led by Robert Martin.  

 

When President Barbara Parker retired in April 2000 the membership had grown to 198 (June 2000). 

In her Annual Report she stated, “The power of local history to deepen the life and spirit of a 

community, and to enhance the sense of place, must never be underestimated”. 
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President Elizabeth Rogers OAM*     April 2000 – April 

2003.  Elizabeth Rogers was Vice President 1999-2000 then 

elected President at the AGM 2000 and Barbara Parker was 

Vice President (2000-2002). She was Newsletter Subcommittee 

member for 4 years (1994-98) then Editor (1998-2007). Some 

members continued to write accounts of meetings and events 

while others researched people and places and wrote articles. 

Others volunteered to deliver newsletters to different suburbs in 

the Council area. The rest were posted to historical societies, 

some libraries, to members outside Burnside, some in country 

towns. The quarterly newsletter helped those members unable 

to attend meetings and/or activities to maintain contact.  

BHS has talented researchers and writers. Over two issues (Dec 

1999 and March 2000) Ken Preiss detailed Ferguson Conservation Park: A 50 Year Chronology. 

This unique park is located on Hallett Road, Stonyfell. Miss Effie Ferguson bequeathed it to the 

Crown. A Friend’s group, including Colin Harris, still cares for the park. 
 

In 2000, members enjoyed a wide variety of topics at monthly meetings including The History of 

Romalo House Magill (Bunty and Warren Bonython), The History of Jazz (Dr Don Hopgood) and 

The History of the Tatiara District (Lynette Staude). The latter prepared members for the annual 

Weekend Away in the Upper South East in May. Janet Clark was thanked for 8 years as Supper 

Convenor.  On 21 August the Society’s 20th Anniversary Dinner was celebrated at Stonyfell 

Restaurant. In November, BHS provided a display at the Historical Societies Picnic in Elder Park. 

Andrew Ward, who was a supportive Librarian at Burnside Library assisting with Local History, 

wrote an informative article History of Libraries in Burnside for the December newsletter. BHS 

donated $1,000 towards furnishing The Local History Room. 

 
2001 

In January 2001 members met at the Cooper’s Brewery in Leabrook just before it moved to larger 

premises at Regency Park. Elizabeth Rogers gave a comprehensive 2000/2001 President’s Report 

(June 2001). She worked at Carrick Hill, historic house and garden so BHS members were 

encouraged to join her in early May for lunch and a tour. There has been ambitious construction work 

there in recent years. 
 

In the March newsletter, the Centenary Year of Federation was highlighted, and members were 

informed of events offered by various organisations. Also, there was a concise summary about Glen 

Osmond Mines. A call for mine guides was made with the promise of training. In the June newsletter 

another personal story from Alison Dolling about A Miner’s Claim to Fame was published. The theme 

of the May State History Conference held at Pekina in the Mid North was The Value of History as 

an Integral Part of Community Spirit. On 8 July, Council commemorated the opening of the new 

Community Centre, which included an Indoor Community Fair at which the BHS mounted a 

display of historical photos. BHS meetings resumed at the new Community Centre! 
 

Elaine Smythe gave the BHS Report at the October Eastern Seminar which was hosted by Mitcham 

Historical Society. It is always interesting to hear about the varied activities and projects of other 

historical societies. The Spring Weekend Away in Broken Hill (Dec. 2001) organised by Barbara 

Elizabeth Rogers (L) with Elaine 

Smythe 
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Parker, David Rogers and Greg Drew (Mines Department) was enjoyed by many and for a number, 

of whom this was a first visit. 
 

At the October meeting members Brian Ward described how the City of Burnside suburbs were 

named. (Dec. 2001) John Clark edited the publication Suburb Names in Burnside. This can be 

found in the Local History Room or on the BHS website under Projects. The final meeting was 

reminiscences from member Colin Harris (Burnside) and Earl Lawrence (Erindale) about Living in 

Burnside in the Early 20th Century. Read their interesting reflections written up by Peter Davies 

(Dec.2001). An article about the Pepper Street Arts Centre, which opened in 1995, was written by 

Elizabeth Rogers, (secretary of the Friends of the Arts in Burnside) and featured in the BHS 

September newsletter. 

 
2002 

The Program Committee again selected interesting speakers and visits. A talk in April about the 

Adelaide City Archives was followed by a visit there in May. In August, in preparation for a 

Weekend Away to The Riverland (31 Aug. - 1 Sept 2002), George Woolmer spoke about The 

Natural Environment and Settlement of the Riverland.(Sept. 2002 & Dec. 2002). On 13 October 

BHS hosted members of the Walkerville Historical Society on a bus trip around the City of 

Burnside to view grand old homes, the old Burnside Village, Lockwood Road/High Street precinct 

followed by lunch at the Waterfall Gully Chalet. Elaine Smythe, the trip organiser, wrote “Such 

liaison between historical societies is enjoyable and beneficial for all.” (Dec. 2002). On 20 October, 

BHS member and Council volunteer driver George Rogers, drove members to Semaphore. The local 

History Society guided the group around historical sites in Semaphore. Refreshments followed at the 

restored Palais.  
 

After retiring as President in April 2003, Elizabeth continued as Newsletter Editor until 2007, 

remaining on the BHS committee until 2020.  
 

*PSM Barbara Parker was awarded a Public Service Medal in the Australia Day Honours 1995  

*OAM Elizabeth Rogers was awarded the Order of Australia in the Australia Day Honours in 2006 

 

Resources available in The Local History Room, Burnside Library: 

• Burnside Historical Society 40 years of quarterly newsletters www.burnsidehistory.org.au  

(Menu: Newsletters) 

• The First Hundred Years A History of Burnside in South Australia, Ed. Dudley Coleman, 

Corporation of the City of Burnside 1956 

• The First Hundred Years Index 2016 Richard House OAM 

• The Paddocks Beneath A History of Burnside from the Beginning, Elizabeth Warburton, 

Corporation of the City of Burnside, 1981 

• The Paddocks Beneath Extended Index 2012 Richard House OAM  

• A short summary of the activities of the Burnside Historical Society from 1980 to 2013 /2013 

Richard House OAM  

• Burnside…Then and now Adelaide, City of Burnside, 1996, compiled by Barbara Crompton 

• Discs of some talks given at BHS meetings  

• Oral History Project Interviews with past and present Burnside Council residents Memory 

Chains – Living, Working, Playing in the City of Burnside (1945-65) (1960-80) 

http://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/


64 

BURNSIDE’S LOCAL HISTORY ROOM: 
A TREASURE TROVE OF INFORMATION AND RESOURCES. 

 

Michelle Toft, Historical and Cultural Officer, City of Burnside 

 

Burnside Library holds an extensive collection of books, maps, original documents, photographs, 

pictures, oral histories and artefacts relating to the history of the Burnside council area. From minutes 

to maps, from photographs to biographical sources, the Collection is extensive and covers from 

August 1856, the foundation of Burnside, to the present day. The Collection is accessible to the public 

in the Library’s Local History Room and can be browsed online via the Burnside Library Catalogue. 

Rare archive materials are only accessible upon request.  

  

The Local History Collection was established in 1979 through Elizabeth Warburton’s research for 

her book The Paddocks Beneath: A history of Burnside from the beginning. Since then, the collection 

has been cared for by Burnside Library staff and members of the Burnside Historical Society. In 1985 

a ‘Historical Section’ of the library was created. The current Local History Room opened in 2001 

when library renovations were undertaken as part of the Civic Centre Millennial Project. 

 

The Local History Room has received several facelifts 

over the last 20 years, the most recent in 2020, during 

the Library’s COVID closure. This revamp included 

moving furniture to new locations for a smoother 

visitor experience, fresh paint on the walls, new 

carpet, new seating, the installation of art hanging 

rails and the installation of lighting in the wooden 

display case. A computer has also been added for 

research use and for visitors to watch or listen to the 

audio-visual collection items, such as the Burnside 

Historical Society oral histories.  

 

Access to the Local History Collection is soon going 

to be easier for residents and guests with the 

introduction of research hours. Once a week for three 

hours, the Local History Room at Burnside Library 

will be crewed by the City of Burnside Historical and 

Cultural Officer and Local History Volunteers ready 

to assist with local history enquiries. This new 

initiative will improve the visitor experience and 

encourage more enquiries. Furthermore, as the team 

discovers stories of the past from residents the Local 

History Collection will grow. Several members of the 

Burnside Historical Society will volunteer their time 

for this service, creating another opportunity to 

promote the Society’s activities and resources. This 

service will begin soon – so watch this space! 
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The Local History Room and Collection are not static, but to stay relevant and valuable, need to be 

reworked and updated regularly. The Historical and Cultural Officer is interested in your feedback 

on how the Room and Collection can grow and better serve the community.  

 

 
Local History Room 

   
Some of the items in the display cabinet 

 

  
Local history treasures in the display cabinet Michelle Toft 
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HYDE MEMORIAL UNVEILING and DEDICATION 
 

Anne Both 
 

On 12th February 2021 an artwork was unveiled as a tribute and one of a line of memorials to 

Constable William Hyde who met his demise in the line of duty on a hot night on 2 January 1909. 

The new artwork features the hat and tunic of Foot Constable Hyde as well as a newspaper briefly 

detailing what happened, thereby encouraging people to learn more about the heroic Constable. 

 

  
 

The unveiling and dedication took place in the presence of Burnside Mayor Anne Monceaux, Police 

Commissioner Grant Stephens, members of the Police band, some police “greys”, members of 

Burnside Historical Society and Police Historical Society who gathered in the grounds of the former 

Marryatville Primary School.  Since 1981 this site has been known as the Constable William Hyde 

Memorial Garden and is situated at the northern end of Tusmore Avenue. It was formally acquired 

by Burnside City Council from the Education Department in 2013. 

 

  
 

An oak tree planted in 1981 remains as does the original plaque which recorded the death and was 

attached to the first tree planted in 1909. The Park development over time had its origins in the death 

of William Hyde in 1909.  
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What is the story behind this man?  

 

William Hyde was born in 1872 at Allendale East son of a 

farmer and prior to joining the Police force in 1902 he had 

worked as a farm labourer.  On 2 January 1909 Hyde, who had 

been posted to Marryatville Station in 1903, was checking an 

injured pony corralled in the paddock on the western side of 

Eastry St as the northern end of present-day Tusmore Ave was 

known at the time.  He had his attention drawn to 3 “men 

acting suspiciously” in the vicinity by Mrs Purches, the wife 

of the publican of the Marryatville Hotel. Maybe they were 

preparing to rob the Tramways office at its rear? They were 

dressed inappropriately in overcoats on a hot night, the 

temperature that day being recorded as 112.2 F (44.6C)! The 

men were followed by Constable Hyde who tackled them. 

They shot at Hyde and he fell to the ground. As the men ran 

off towards Statenborough St they became aware that he was 

alone and so fired again hitting him in the face. A passer-by, Mrs Schuetze, who was also a friend of 

Hyde, assisted him and he was transported to the police station on Kensington Rd where he was 

attended by Dr Borthwick, Local Health Officer, before being moved by police horse ambulance to 

the Adelaide Hospital. 

 

On examination and subsequent operation by Honorary Surgeon Dr Todd he was found to have a 

bullet wound which had entered his right cheek. The bullet passed through his skull splintering it and 

lodged in the base of the brain.  He failed to regain consciousness and died on 4 January. The inquest 

into his death recorded that “a person or persons unknown ------ feloniously and wilfully and of malice 

aforethought did kill and murder the said William Hyde.” Although he appears to have led a life free 

of controversy and was well liked as a public servant his death stirred some up! 

 

The press of the day commented “some of his colleagues consider that Hyde was indiscreet in going 

after suspected criminals without at first arming himself”. At the time of his death however, it was 

not the practice for police to be armed. Although following the shooting of Constable Ring at Glenelg 

the previous year the Police Department had made a recommendation to the Government that police 

should be armed in the daytime. There had been no action on this matter. Hyde possessed a Bulldog 

revolver, (a common weapon at that time as it was reliable and cheap and used by many for personal 

protection), but he was not carrying it on the night he met his death. 

 

The funeral cortege left the Power St home of his brother Hezekiah (also a member of the Police 

force). Mourners included Premier Price, Chief Secretary, Police Commissioner Madley, Sir Edwin 

Smith, 128 members of the police force and 13 mounted police. The police band accompanied the 

cortege with the Dead March from Handel’s Saul to the West Terrace Cemetery where he was interred 

in the Catholic section. Friends from the sporting clubs with whom he played also joined the mourners 

and the press noted that the route was lined by 10,000 people. 

 

Courtesy of Police Historical Society 



68 

Despite a substantial reward (500 pounds) offered by the Government and several arrests the 

perpetrator has never been convicted even though a possible confession was made by a prisoner in 

WA gaol in 1930s. 

 

In August 1909 the first memorial was erected near the site of 

the shooting and was organised by his colleagues and friends 

in the local community. Permission had been sought from 

District Council of Burnside for the planting of an oak tree to 

be surrounded by a tree guard 7 feet in height, and to be 

commissioned from Humes Bros and made by Niehuus and 

Lucy of Adelaide Arcade. 

 

The planting ceremony took place a few weeks later attended 

by a large crowd however, the tree was vandalised after a few 

months.  As trees died and were replaced by the Council until 

1954, the iron guard was removed, and a small drinking 

fountain installed instead. This was placed 50 feet from the 

shooting site and the original commemorative plaque was 

attached to its front. 

 

In 1980, when the site for BiLo was being developed (now occupied by Woolworths) and the building 

of retirement accommodation on the sites of the Marryatville Garage and Marryatville Bowling Club 

was mooted, Council announced that this fountain would be moved. The chosen site was the grounds 

of the former Marryatville Primary School, on the eastern side of Tusmore Avenue. At a Burnside 

Works Committee in April 1981 it was determined that the development would be known as the 

Constable Hyde Memorial Garden and on 14 August 1981 it was dedicated in the presence of the 

then Premier David Tonkin (a local resident), the Police Commissioner, President of the BHS, 

Burnside Mayor Coralie Soward and a crowd of approx. 500 including students from Marryatville 

Primary school who entertained the crowd with a song telling the story of Hyde’s demise set to the 

tune of Waltzing Matilda. 

 

It was in this garden that the recent unveiling of the latest memorial took place. At this unveiling and 

dedication Police Commissioner Stephens reminded those present that “police officers getting killed 

remind us of the inherent risks for members of the police force in their daily work”. This latest 

memorial is a fitting tribute to one whose life was lost in pursuance of his duty. Relevant as it is to 

Burnside and South Australian history it should not go unremarked.  

 

A fuller account of the death & funeral of William Hyde may be viewed on BHS website,  

Newsletters,  

Vol. 34 3 SEP 2104 pp.13-19 

Vol. 34 4 DEC 2014 pp.16-18 

Vol. 35 2 JUN 2015 pp.15-18 
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PLAQUES IN BURNSIDE 
Helen Bills 

 

South Australia was just 20 years old when the boundaries of the District Council of Burnside were 

defined and proclaimed. Needless to say, the history is extensive. In 1986, to mark the 125th 

anniversary of the council area, the Burnside Historical Society and the Burnside Council worked 

together to preserve the memory of the significant history of the district by erecting plaques. This 

has been an ongoing project ever since. Worthy locations of historic interest have had a plaque 

installed to provide a description of a building or site of historic interest. The building may or may 

not still be standing.  

 

On the BHS website, under the heading PROJECTS, there is a treasure trove of information 

including comprehensive information about each plaque and interpretive sign erected by the BHS.  

 

Below is the current list (Screen capture from BHS website) 
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On 25 February the FOCUS On Burnside - the news hub magazine of the Burnside Council - had an 

article about a new plaque initiative by the Council. 

 

In April 2020 Council resolved to instigate a Pilot Project to install plaques to mark key heritage 

places within the City of Burnside.  

 

The first of Council’s heritage 

plaques has been installed at 470 

Glynburn Road, Burnside. Former 

Councillor, the late Graham Bills, 

and his wife Tesslyn bought the 

property 20 years ago. A keen 

historian and a fan of heritage, 

Graham conducted extensive 

research to uncover the house’s 

history. What he found resulted in a 

successful application to have the 

home Local Heritage Listed in 2005. 

 

“Graham was always interested in 

heritage,” says Tesslyn. “It is only 

because Graham did all the 

groundwork that this has come about.” 
 

FOCUS on BURNSIDE 21/2/2021 
 

Graham was a long-standing member of the BHS and passionate about preserving local history. 

 

The first 17 plaques have been installed, 45 more will be installed during 2022 & 2023. 

The plaques on private properties are on the exterior and are visible from the footpath. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HERITAGE PLAQUES ERECTED IN BURNSIDE IN  2021 

 1 470 Glynburn Road, Burnside 

 2 Attunga, 120 Kensington Road, Toorak Gardens 

 3 Knox Homes, 8-18 Young Street, Burnside     * 

 4 Undelcarra, 13 Undelcarra Road, Burnside     * 

 5 Ivymeade, 19 Nilpinna Street, Burnside     * 

 6 28 High Street, Burnside     * 

 7 29 Chisholm Avenue, Burnside    * 

 8 36 Young Street, Burnside     * 

 9 56 Lockwood Road, Burnside     * 

10 64 High Street, Burnside     * 

11 Lockwood House 90 Lockwood Road, Burnside     * 

12 1A Young Street, Burnside 

13 St David’s Parish Hall & Church 488 Glynburn Road, Burnside    * 

14 Burnside Post Office, 502 Glynburn Road, Burnside     * 

15 574 Greenhill Road, Burnside 

16 Burnside Primary School Gates, 11 High Street, Burnside 

17 Tram Switching Shed, West Terrace, Kensington Gardens 
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Many of these sites are listed and described in the Village of Burnside self-guided Historic Walk 

 

Historical Walks    https://www.burnsidehistory.org.au/historical-walks 

Take a walking tour to see historical sites of interest in the streets of the City of Burnside.  

Download a series of eight self-guided historical walks. 

Each is between 2 and 7 kilometres in distance, so allow one to three hours to complete. 

These walks have been produced in conjunction with the City of Burnside. 

 

 

 

 
Download copy from BHS website,  

or install the BURNSIDE WALKS app on your phone.  
 

Examples of a plaque and an interpretive sign erected by the BHS 
 

  

Tusmore Malt Factory plaque, 
Installed June 2017 (although the date says 2016) 

Location 83-85 Tusmore Avenue, Tusmore 

Bell Yett Estate Heritage Interpretive sign,  

Installed May 2012  
Located on the northern side of Bell Yett Reserve (adjacent 

to the public path on Cooper Angus Grove, Wattle Park) 

* Included on the walk 

https://www.burnside.sa.gov.au/
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BURNSIDE THE BEAUTIFUL 
Helen Bills 

 

 

Our City: Burnside the Beautiful  
painting by W. Follen Bishop, dated 1915 

 

This painting now hangs in the Mayor’s Parlour in the Burnside Council Chambers, where the 

current Mayor of Burnside, Anne Monceaux, keeps a watchful eye on it. 

 

 

 

“The Paddocks Beneath: A History of 

Burnside from the Beginning” was 

written by Elizabeth Warburton and 

published in 1981, just a few months 

after the Burnside Historical Society was 

established. 

The cover features the painting Our 

City: Burnside the Beautiful 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE FIRST APPEARED IN THE BHS 

NEWSLETTER, VOLUME 1, NO. 1,  DECEMBER 1980 

 

Our City: Burnside the Beautiful  
by M.V Mason 

 

On one wall of Burnside Town Hall hangs a 

painting by W. Follen Bishop, dated 1915 and 

titled Burnside the Beautiful. No one will 

cavil at the title but how did it originate? Was 

it just artistic license?  

 

In 1866 Baillieres‟ South Australian 

GAZETTEER and ROAD-GUIDE, compiled 

by Robt. P Whitworth included:- 
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BURNSIDE (Co. Adelaide) is a small postal 

township, suburban to Adelaide, in the 

hundred of Adelaide and electoral district of 

E. Torrens. It is situated on a small 

watercourse called the Second creek and is in 

an agricultural district where wheat is 

cultivated to a small extent and hay is 

principally grown. There are also numerous 

small vineyards and orchards. The nearest 

mine is at Glen Osmond, where a lead-mine 

exists, but is not now worked. The next places 

are Kensington, 1½ miles N.W., and 

Marryatville, about the same distance, the 

communications being by omnibus, twice a 

day. With Adelaide, 4 miles distant, the 

communication is also by omnibus. There is 

one hotel – the Burnside, where the omnibus 

stops. The surrounding country is slightly 

undulating except to the east where rise the 

Adelaide ranges. The geological formation is 

principally of schistose and hard sandstone 

rocks, overlaid in some places by thin stratum 

of limestone formed of decomposed coral 

reef. The soil is good and mostly taken up for 

gardens. The population is small. 

 

BURNSIDE (Co. Adelaide) is a district 

council in the electoral district of East 

Torrens. It is under the control of a chairman, 

the present one being Mr. George R. Debney, 

of Burnside, and 4 councillors. The receipts 

and expenditure in this district council for 

1865 were as follows: Assessment £9642 – 

rate 1s. in the pound; rates collected 

£466.15s.3d; total receipts, £979.4s.10d; 

office expenses and salaries £170.2s, 

expended on public works £712.11s.8d.  

 

The population numbers 1472 persons; the 

area is 10 square miles or 6400 acres; land 

under cultivation, 1966 acres; and number of 

dwelling houses 215. 

 

Although the gazetteer classed it as a 

township it was not then the conventional 

grouping of ¼ to ½ acre lots but consisted of 

a number of 2½ acre lots and some larger 

portions. Not until 15 December 1877 did that 

type of closer development begin with the 

cutting of three of the portions (Nos. 

10,11,12) of an earlier 1849, subdivision, 

planned by architect T Price of Hindley 

Street, instructed by auctioneer Nathaniel 

Hailes. 
 

 
 

 

The 1877 subdivision consisted of 38 1/5 acre 

lots along Glynburn (then Burnside) Road, 

High-, Gartrell- and John- Streets in lots 

approximately 53ft. x 150 ft. (16m x 45m). 

The 1877 auctioneers, W. Wadham & Co. 

then described the property as above. 

 

Around that time a long series of articles, 

written by Nathaniel Hailes, appeared in the 

S.A. Register under the heading “Reflections 

of a Septuagenarian”, and in the issue of 13 

February 1878 he wrote of Burnside- “…. A 

gentleman bought from the S.A. Company the 

Section (No. 320) which had intermediately 

been leased to another party, and placed it in 

my hands for subdivision as a township. Of 

course I immediately inspected the land with 

a view so to lay it off that as many allotments 

as possible might benefit from running water. 

 

With much surprise I perceived that since I 

first saw the section (in 1840) it had been 

cultivated and abandoned. European trees and 

shrubs were flourishing: and it might truly be 

said, adapting Goldsmith’s line, that ---“once 

a garden smiled and full many a garden 

flower grew wild”. 
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But the altered conditions of the spot will best 

be gathered from the advertisement which 

announced the auction:- “BURNSIDE THE 

BEAUTIFUL” – A. B. (Nathaniel Hailes) 

feels real pleasure in introducing to all who 

value health, fertility and beauty, Preliminary 

Section No. 320, situated one mile above 

Kensington, at the foot of the most 

picturesque mountain of the whole 

magnificent range nearest Adelaide. Excellent 

roads surround the section on all sides. A 

limpid and overflowing stream meanders 

through it, producing luxuriant, diversified 

and perennial verdure. Amid the wattle and 

other native flowering shrubs appear (the 

result of cultivation in the „olden time‟) the 

gorgeous rose, clinging honeysuckle, 

climbing clematis, the fragrant briar, 

geraniums in wild profusion, nasturtiums, 

sweet-peas, garden-herbs of every species, a 

forest of Cape-Gooseberries, the wayward 

strawberry, figs, peaches, nectarines, vines of 

choicest varieties, apples, oranges, plums, 

almonds and pomegranates. Even the weeping 

willow inclines its graceful form and extends 

its valedictory arms over the stream which has 

nurtured it since the foundation of colony. 

New colonists should visit the spot before 

they send home their “first impressions”, and 

old colonists will do well to become 

acquainted with a scene of beauty whose 

existence is unsuspected by most of them. 

The sea views are bounded only by the shore 

of the Gulf, or the horizon and the 

neighbouring walks are romantic in the 

extreme. The sale will take place --- etc 

 

“The foregoing inflated advertisement, 

elaborately displayed, produced the effect 

desired by announcers of auctions: it attracted 

public attention and drew a large company to 

the sale. The land was disposed of 

satisfactorily – (although it was about a year 

before all of the lots available were sold) – 

and Burnside is now a populous as well as a 

pretty suburb of Adelaide”  

 

AND THERE is our answer to how the term 

“BURNSIDE THE BEAUTIFUL” 

originated – not in “artistic” license but 

“poetic” license wrought from the breast of an 

auctioneer. 

 

W (Bill) V Mason  

Reprint: BHS Newsletter. Volume 1, No 1, 

Dec 1980

 

 

40 years after this article was written, by way of a survey, the question was put  

to those attending the April 2021meeting of the BHS,  
 

Is Burnside still beautiful? 

 
 

SURVEY QUESTIONS 

Is Burnside still beautiful today?       YES        NO 
  If YES, what makes it beautiful?  Please list your thoughts. 

  If NO, why not, and what could be done to improve Burnside’s beauty today? 
 

I have lived/did live in Burnside for ………….. years 
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RESPONSES RECEIVED - YES  24, NO  2, YES & NO  2 
 

YEARS LIVED IN BURNSIDE - 35, 23, 60+, 34, 38, 70, 12, 35, 70, 67, 77, 38, 1.5, 4, 52. 0  
 

 

POSITIVES to Burnside the Beautiful 

• … but for how long? 

• What’s not to like? 

• So fortunate to live in Burnside 

• Many gorgeous parks and reserves 

• Tree lined streets and verges 

• Large remnant trees give Burnside 

character 

• Remnant olive groves 

• Historic buildings & homes, old 

buildings, old homes (but for how long) 

in every neighbourhood 

• Some lovely homes but many being lost 

to developers 

• Tidy homes 

• Beautiful gardens 

• All the walks and walking tracks in the 

foothills 

• Wildlife – koalas, echidnas, birds, owls 

• Facilities – parks, library, Pepper Street 

Art, Shopping, hospital, schools, play 

areas, swimming pool, pubs, cafes, 

public transport, clubs, sporting clubs, 

community bus,  

• Opportunity to swim and walk the 

streets and feel safe. 

• Views in many areas 

• Views of Adelaide plains, CBD & to 

the Gulf of St Vincent 

• Hills face zone preserved and protected 

• Closeness to the hills, creeks, nature 

• Preservation of nature & replanting of 

natives in creek areas 

• Michael Perry Reserve, Hazelwood 

Park, Beaumont House local treasures 

• Friendly, multicultural community 

• Tangible sense of peace off major 

thoroughfares 
 

  NEGATIVES to Burnside the Beautiful 

• Urban infill, loss of tree canopy, illegal 

poisoning of trees 

• Destruction of trees & greenery to build 

little boxes, ugly new structures, high 

density housing 

• Tree canopy diminishing, 10% lost 

since 2012 

• Demolition of large homes, replaced 

with several 2 storey dwellings 

• Development destroying good 

properties 

• Lost bushland which is habitat for 

wildlife 

• Lost views due to multi storied 

dwellings  

• Don’t want an urban jungle 

• My fervent wish is to NOT have so 

many trucks every day on Portrush 

Road/Freeway. Trucks are noisy, 

smelly and unsafe, interstate transport 

needs an alternative route 

• Is public transport adequate? 

• Grotesque new architecture 

• Funnelling of traffic through the area. 

Too much traffic 

• Local schools at capacity 

 
 WHAT COULD BE DONE TO IMPROVE 

 BURNSIDE’S BEAUTY TODAY 

• Wrest control of Ferguson Conservation 

Park from State Government 

• Plant more trees 

• Preserve our parks and maintain the 

natural environment as much as 

possible 

• It’s important to take care of what we 

have, not lose what we have 

• Help owners to maintain old homes – 

maybe small grant? 

• Encourage people to establish home 

bush gardens and green verges 
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DEAR JEAN ….. War Time Letters from a Burnside Teenager 
Liz Silz 

 

In March 1944 at the age of 16 years Carley Shevlin of Lestrange St. 

Glenside began a pen-friendship with Jean Reid, also 16 years of age 

living across the globe in London, England. The world was at war. 

Despite this momentous time both girls focussed on their own everyday 

lives rather than on the historical events of their time. 

 

Carley wrote that she knew of some people who were serving overseas 

and heard of others who had lost family members but her life here in 

Adelaide was relatively “normal” compared with that of Jean in 

England. 

 

In her letters to Jean she described her typist’s job at A.E.Hall Produce 

Merchants located near Light Square and her bicycle ride from Glenside 

to her workplace each day. She expressed the view that as she had no 

time at work to write letters to her many wartime pen friends she must have worked harder than Jean, 

also a typist in London, who was able to write during her working hours.  

 

Carley told Jean of camping trips to Victor Harbor, she and 

her mother sleeping in the family car whilst her father and 

younger brother slept in a tent alongside. She expressed 

her desire to travel overseas but lamented the fact that she 

had never ventured beyond South Australia. 

 

Descriptions of rowing on the river at Victor, being 

sunburnt, avoiding a bushfire which destroyed tents at Port 

Elliott and walking across the Causeway to Granite Island 

provided Jean with a picture of holidays spent in S.A. at 

that time. 

 

The girls discussed their boyfriends, and the many dances they attended (Carley mentioned dances in 

Dulwich and at the Burnside Town Hall.) They spoke about the differences between the complexions 

of English and Australian people. Carley did not think, as apparently Jean did, that Australian men 

were weather beaten. She assured Jean that she was not descended from convicts although she 

mentioned that she wouldn’t mind if she were. Quite a modern view at the time when many 

Australians were hesitant to admit to a convict forebear, unlike today. 

 

Adelaide’s end of WW2 celebrations were described as “exciting noisy affairs with fireworks near 

the River Torrens”. Carley stated that “some people were a little too boisterous” and mentioned an 

incident in which a young man on a motorbike with a young lady in the sidecar raced down Rundle 

St. subsequently crashing into a shop window. 

 

Carley Shevlin 

Jean Reid courtesy of Jean’s grand daughter 
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It was interesting to read the brief snapshot of Carley’s teenage life in which she appears to be a 

modern, fun-loving girl enjoying the company of her friends. It is difficult to believe that these letters 

were written over 75 years ago. Despite modern technology teenagers are still concerned about friends 

and social activities, although at 16-18 years old they are usually still at school and not engaged full 

time in the paid workforce. 

 

Over the years, as the friendship developed her letters progressed from a formal signing off, to 

“cheerio” and then love Carley. 

 

Sadly, when the girls married, their letter writing ceased. 

 

Jean’s family in England discovered Carley’s letters after the death of their mother in 2000. They 

endeavoured to return them to Carley’s family in Adelaide but as they did not know her married name 

this proved difficult. The letters were sent to the Burnside Historical Society in early 2021. By 

happenstance, a member of the society was acquainted with Carley’s sister-in-law who informed him 

that although Carley had died in 2014 her husband, Geoff Willmott was still alive and well and living 

in Adelaide. 

 

Geoff, now aged 93 years, was unaware that his wife had a pen pal during the war and was excited to 

receive her letters from Michelle Toft, the Burnside Historical and Cultural Officer, and two members 

of the BHS. The scanned letters were returned to Geoff after he had shared the originals with the 

members of his family. Carley’s original letters now reside in the History Room at the Burnside 

Library, generously donated by Geoff Willmott. They are available to be read by those wishing to 

take a glimpse at a teenage life in Burnside during the years of World War Two. 

 

  
Geoff Willmott, Carley’s husband, reading the letters Michelle Toft with Carley’s letters 
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MEMORIES OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE IN THE 1930s 
Margaret Preiss wrote this article for the June Newsletter 1989 

[Knightsbridge is now known as Leabrook. Ed.] 
 

The historic photos all belong to Margaret 

 

Members of the Editorial team were intrigued to read an article written by Margaret Preiss for the 

June BHS Newsletter in 1989. We believed that many current members had probably not seen this 

account of growing up in Knightsbridge in the 1930s and would be fascinated by its contents. 

Margaret Preiss is a Foundation Member, Life Member and past Committee member and at the age 

of 92 years remains an active member of The Burnside Historical Society. She attends most meetings 

and outings and contributes to many discussions with members. Margaret has a detailed knowledge 

of the Burnside area, having lived here all her life. History is her passion. 

We were pleased when she agreed to allow her article to be reproduced for this BHS Journal. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

To many of you these remarks and memories will be quite familiar, but it is oral history and in later 

years it will appear unbelievable that some of these things were fact.  

 

I guess my first memories of Knightsbridge were coming to live at number 56 (now 62) Knightsbridge 

Road in March, 1934. My parents were buying a house in Gertrude Street, Norwood, which they had 

first purchased in 1922. My father was out of regular work due to the Depression and they, I believe, 

like many others at the time, lost their house and all their savings.  

 

  
L-R Margaret Preiss’s uncle (Arnold), father (Alfred) and 

grandmother (Sarah Jarvis) outside 56 (now 62) Knightsbridge 

Road, taken in 1885 when the house was 2 years old. 

2021, Margaret Preiss ,outside her childhood 

home, 62 Knightsbridge Road, Hazelwood Park 

 

About the same time my grandmother, who was a widow, died at the Knightsbridge Road house. My 

parents bought it for 200 pounds. There were five in the family and each, received 37 pounds 10 

shillings for their share of the proceeds of the sale.  

 

March 1934 was very hot and I remember sleeping outside on the lawn under the bright stars. The 

smell of damp cement remains in my memory. This emanated from a shallow open tank in the back 

yard which we bathed in to keep cool.  
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The house had no electricity when we moved in, but shortly after I can remember a man working in 

the roof with wire, etc. With the electricity came other wonderful things like instant lighting, wireless 

and hot water.  

 

SHOPS AND SERVICES 

Knightsbridge had its fair share of shops, as was the case in most suburbs in the 1930's. There were 

six grocery shops in this small area and two butchers. Most delivered to the door. Other services to 

the householder were milk deliveries twice a day, letters delivered twice a day to the front door and 

ice on alternate days (we had no refrigerator until the late 1940's). The dustman called once a week. 

He came to the back of the house and emptied the bin into a tub which he carried out to the cart on 

his shoulder. Apart from the postman, all these services operated with horse-drawn vehicles.  

Within our short stretch of Knightsbridge Road there was a woodyard across the way and a blacksmith 

down the road.  

 

  
Built in the 1880s, corner of Glynburn 

& Knightsbridge Road, current OTR petrol station 

 

A face lift for the old shop in the 1920s 

  
On Glynburn Road, opposite Knightsbridge Road Shop in Philip Ave, looking up Knightsbridge Rd 

 

PEOPLE OF THE DISTRICT 

People were generally more aware of their neighbours and people of the district. This was because 

there was more chance to meet in the local shop, on the street and while waiting for and travelling on 

the tram, Private cars were few and far between in those difficult times. There was further opportunity 

to meet at church. The main churches were Knightsbridge Baptist, Burnside Christian and St. David's.  

Many social activities centred around the Burnside School. These bonds still exist and on November 

16, 1988 the 4th reunion of 1930’s students was held in Hazelwood Park. Over sixty attended.  
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Rivoli Hall (formerly St. David's Hall) on the corner of Knightsbridge and Glynburn Roads, built in 

the 1890's had passed its peak by the thirties, but was still a focus for social activity. Concerts, dances, 

dancing classes were regular events. Later the hall was used as church by the Catholic community. It 

served as a polling booth during elections and a betting shop operated in a large room below.  

 

 
Rivoli Hall being demolished in 1964. Margaret with her mother and 2 of her children 

 

TRAMS 

The tram played a very important part in the lives of the people in Knightsbridge. There was a service 

every 20 minutes or so. In Knightsbridge Road there was a loop in the single line which allowed 

trams to pass, one on the way to Burnside, the other on the way to the city. It was here the staff was 

passed between drivers; a safety measure to prevent collisions on the line. 

 

 
Tram at the terminus, opposite present day Feathers Hotel 
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Another vivid memory of the tram 

service, which would intrigue any child, 

was the 'maintenance tram' which would 

periodically work on the line through the 

night. Street lights were turned off at 

midnight, and to see this special tram, 

dimly lit, and operated by heavily 

clothed and hooded men (reminiscent of 

hangmen), with sparks flying from the 

rail-grinding, was an awe-inspiring 

sight.  

 

For the Centenary of 1936 a special tram was run on suburban lines. This was painted white and 

brightly outlined with rows of lights. It was exciting to see from time to time as it was in marked 

contrast to the other trams which were rather drab and poorly lit.  
 

HEALTH 

Knightsbridge, a small suburb, did not have its own doctor or chemist. Drs. Haste, from Maylands, 

and Sumner, from Portrush Road, Linden Park, made house calls when required. The nearest chemists 

were at Toorak Gardens and Marryatville, and most prescriptions were delivered. In 1937, I had acute 

tonsillitis and it was recommended that my tonsils be removed. My mother took me to the Children's 

Hospital to be told there was a long waiting list. A decision was made to go to Dr. Haste and the 

money would be found somehow. Dr. Haste, like many others of the time, comforted my mother by 

telling her that he would perform the operation free of charge at our home on the kitchen table. Money 

was found for the anaesthetist and the operation successfully carried out!  

 

RECREATION 

Hazelwood Park, then undeveloped with its 

natural creek course, was a favourite place to 

explore as a child. Sunday Schools from far afield 

visited the Park for their annual picnic. During 

World War II there was an Army camp in the 

park. 

 

Sunday was a day when best clothes were worn 

and after morning Church and afternoon Sunday 

School walks to Waterfall Gully were popular.  

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

Children from Knightsbridge in the 1930's led fairly sheltered lives and I can well remember in 1938 

my surprise at hearing a man speaking in a foreign tongue. It was Mr. Capaldo from Lockwood Road, 

Burnside, possibly the first Italian to settle in the district.  

 

Tram loop in Knightsbridge Rd, west of Howard Terrace 

Knightsbridge Baptist Church 1934 

Photo from the Knightsbridge Baptist Church archives 



82 
 

OLIVE OIL HARVESTED AT WEST TERRACE CEMETERY 
 

Margaret Ford OAM 

 

It was an exciting culmination to a long project, when we met, late in 2020, at West Terrace Cemetery 

for the re-dedication of Osmond Gilles grave. After the speeches, guests were invited to sit down to 

lunch in a marquee, compliments of Robert Pitt5, Adelaide Cemeteries Authority, Chief Executive 

Officer and his staff. For each guest there was a gift, a bottle of Osmond Gilles Olive Oil! The label 

read:  

‘West Terrace Cemetery, cold pressed extra virgin olive oil. Osmond Gilles 

(limited Release) Vintage 2020. Produced from fruit harvested at West Terrace 

Cemetery.’ 

 

The label went on to say: ‘Established 183 years ago, West Terrace Cemetery 

is rich in history and home to a well-established grove of olive trees. Each 

year’s harvest is pressed to produce a distinctive oil. This year’s vintage 

celebrates the efforts of the Burnside Historical Society in restoring the grave 

of Osmond Gilles (1788-1866), who arrived in South Australia on the Buffalo 

in 1836. Gilles went on to become first Colonial Treasurer, an influential 

landowner and successful businessman, who was known for his fiery 

temperament, having a staunch faith and being extremely generous.’ 

 

Some of you may know about my keen interest in the history of olives and olive oil in South Australia. 

I was keen to discover the story of the olive trees in the cemetery. When were they planted? 

 

‘The trees are believed to be Olea Europaea planted by the cemetery’s first curator, Henry Brookes6, 

who was a good friend of George Francis7, the first superintendent of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens’, 

said Robert Pitt. He was not aware of any other cemetery that produces its own olive oil. 

 

I was introduced to Rikki King, Team Leader of the staff who look after the cemetery property. Rikki 

and Robert told me that the production of the olive oil was an annual event, started in 2013. Each 

year the oil is named after a different prominent person, buried in the cemetery. The production is 

small, about 12 dozen bottles, pressed from olives grown at Adelaide’s oldest graveyard in what is 

believed to be the only commercial release of its kind. I arranged a tour with Rikki King who produced 

a map of the olive trees in the cemetery.  

 

West Terrace Cemetery has been a feature of Adelaide since Colonel William Light identified its 

location in his 1837 plan for the city. The State Heritage listed cemetery is one of Australia’s oldest 

capital city cemeteries and is the final resting place of more than 150,000 South Australians. 

 

 
5 Notes have been generously provided by Robert Pitt and Rikki King. 
6 Mr Henry Edward Brookes (1821-1909) joined the SA Public Service in 1840 and was Superintendent of cemeteries from 1861. He 

had charge of the West Terrace Cemetery. Source: Chronicle, Adelaide, Saturday 29 September 1900, page 34 
7 George William Francis, (1800 - 1865). In March 1855 Francis was appointed as Superintendent of the Botanic Gardens and 
became the first Director. Francis established the first herbarium and botanical library in Adelaide. He also made the first olive oil in 
South Australia for which he won an honourable mention at the great Exhibition of London in 1851. 
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A few olive trees, brought to South Australia by Governor John Hindmarsh8 on HMS Buffalo in 1836, 

were planted out in his original garden in what is now Elder Park in the autumn of 1837.  

 

‘His Excellency the Governor,’ George Stevenson9 reported in August 1837, ‘has some orange, olive 

and fig trees that have stood out in the open air all winter and look remarkably healthy.’ 

 

One of those original olive trees is believed to be alive in Finniss Street North Adelaide, transplanted 

by George Stevenson10 into his own garden. By the 1870s there were tens of thousands of olive trees 

populating the Adelaide plains, thriving in the city’s celebrated ‘Mediterranean climate’, and an olive 

oil micro-industry resulted. 

 

According to Craig Hill, a historian of Adelaide’s olive tree plantings, Adelaide was the ‘olive oil 

capital of Australia’ by the end of the nineteenth century. While the industry subsequently declined, 

the trees have remained, clustered in groves around the city’s Park Lands, and throughout inner 

suburbia and the foothills. The industry declined because imported olive oil was cheaper. 

 

The City of Burnside is replete with olive trees, most dating back to Sir Samuel Davenport’s11 

planting around his subdivided blocks for the suburb of Beaumont, laid out in 184812. At one stage, 

some streets in Beaumont were lined with olive trees. Sir Samuel advocated the planting of olive trees 

for oil production and for hedging. Scotch College has a long olive hedge on Blythewood Road. 

Mercedes College, likewise, has a hedge of olive trees on Fullarton Road. 

 

Other early pioneers, including Thomas Hardy13 and John Morphett14, planted olives, many of which 

were sourced from the South Australian Company’s nursery at Hackney. Francis Hardey Faulding15 

made oil from early plantings of olives at Hackney. 

 

There was at one stage an olive oil factory across West Terrace, near the cemetery, the Waverley 

Vinegar and Olive Oil Company. Could some stones from this factory have contributed to the random 

planting of some old trees in the cemetery? Self-sewn by birds? Along the back fence there is a row 

of younger olive trees16, a boundary with the railway line, a purposely planted row of olive trees.  

 

 

 
8 Sir John Hindmarsh (1785-1860) first Governor of South Australia from 28 December 1836 – 16 July 1838. 
9 The Past and Future of the Adelaide Parkland Olives, written by Craig Hill, Research Centre for the History of Food 

and Drink, University of Adelaide.  
10 George Stevenson (1799-1856) private secretary to Governor Hindmarsh, journalist of SA Register until 1842, 

member of Adelaide Council 1840-1841.  
11 Samuel Davenport (1818 – 1906) Australian Dictionary of Biography Volume 4, (MUP), 1972 
12 Beaumont House: The Land and its people Beaumont Press Adelaide by E R Simpson, 1993 
13 Thomas Hardy (1830 – 1912) made wine and olive oil in the McLaren Vale, South Australia. 
14 John Morphett (1809 – 1892) was a South Australian pioneer, landowner and politician. 
15 Francis Hardey Faulding (1816 – 1868) Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 4, (MUP), 1972. South 

Australian, Adelaide, Friday 6 July 1849, page 2. Olive Oil - We were gratified to see at Mr. Faulding's, a sample of oil, 

from the olives of the South Australian Company, grown near Mr. Bailey's garden. It promises well for the future 

supply of a valuable export.  
16 Robert Pitt “We know the trees date back to the 1860s, and some of the perimeter ones are a bit later, but we’ve got 

about 60-70 trees throughout the West Terrace Cemetery.” 
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The West Terrace Cemetery plantation is not planted in a grove like the trees around the Adelaide 

goal17 or in the parklands. The section along the railway line is planted as a hedge. Could the oldest 

trees have been planted by the cemetery’s first curator, Henry Brookes, as a beautifying feature near 

the entrance to the cemetery? Perhaps some of the remnant old olive trees were once part of a hedging 

row? Others may have died. The trees have only ever been watered by rainfall. 

 

Rikki King and his team have cleverly pruned the oldest trees near the front entrance to have a ‘skirt’ 

of hedging around the base.  Surviving in the dry cemetery ground in the heat of summer would be 

hard for the trees. The hardiness of the olive is testament to its survival. 

 

There are answers still to be discovered about the history of the olive trees at West Terrace Cemetery. 

The search continues.   

 

 

Photo supplied by Margaret Ford 

 

 

 
17 Olive groves adjacent to the Adelaide Gaol were maintained by prisoners for the City Council. In the 1880s, it was 

reported that the Sheriff had carefully tended the plantations near the Gaol and they were aiding the City Fund with the 

proceeds of their oil sales. By 1906, the plantation was flourishing and South Australia’s Premier, Tom Price mentioned 

that the only place he could obtain pure olive oil was at the Gaol. This brought some protest from other olive growers 

who believed their crops were also of high quality. As a result, production of Adelaide Gaol olive oil was discontinued. 
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