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IMPORTANT– there is no meeting in May or June 

 

Editorial 

Welcome to our May Bulletin. This month for ease of editing and publishing 

it is now in the standard newsletter size of A5. 

As I write this the zero infection rate in South Australia is resulting into a 

gradual lifting of the Covid-19 restrictions. It has been an interesting time 

and a brief article in this bulletin on the Spanish flu, reminds us of the 

resilience of previous generations of Australians. 

Unfortunately, at this time we are unable to start our monthly meetings again 

but we are constantly monitoring the government announcements. We will 

restart meetings again when the hall is open and social distancing allows us 

to have members safely attend. Our monthly bulletins sent to you in the 

middle of each month and our website will keep you informed.  

Following the concern of members that the original constitution for BHS was 

not fully applicable to todays society, we met in February to review and 

update the constitution. We were unable to present it for your approval in 

March so we have attached a copy of it for you to read with the changes 

highlighted. An explanation for these are shown on page 8. As we have to 

have the AGM by August, on page 8 we have detailed our plans for 

managing the changes to the constitution and holding the AGM.  

We would appreciate if you read the constitution attached as well as the 

explanation on page 8. Please feel free to email or ring if you have any 

questions. 

Derek Bransbury (Editor- 0413173384) 

Margaret Ford (Distribution) 

Email: burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com  

Due to Government safety restrictions there is no meeting of 

the Society in May or June. Our website and our June bulletin 

will advise you if the July meeting is able to be held. 
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The Spanish Flu was a new strain of the common flu virus. It was also the 
most severe pandemic in recent history and was estimated to have infected 
500 million people throughout the world being particularly deadly to healthy 
younger people. 

People at the time thought it originated in Spain as they were the first to 
identify it. However, a similar illness was detected in soldiers at a crowded 
field hospital in Europe in 1916. Interestingly, the hospital which was 
treating hundreds of soldiers at any one time, had live pigs and chickens 
delivered for the meals.  

Around Australia about 15,000 people died  including 540 in South 
Australia. It started in Melbourne and 
eventually South Australia closed its 
borders. This left several hundred 
South Australian holiday makers 

stranded in Melbourne. They were 
eventually brought home by train 
under guard and quarantined at the 
Jubilee Oval quarantine camp in 
1919. Preventative measures 
included masks, isolation, 
temperature checks, showers, spraying areas and cleaning out rubbish bins. 

Sounds familiar? Check out https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-14/
when-quarantine-during-the-spanish-flu-pandemic-became-a-
party/11958724 

Also  on Saturday 9th May Dr Susan Marsden spoke on the web about the 
Spanish flu and a recording of this Webinar will be available on the History 
Council and History Trust of SA websites.  
Meanwhile on the next page are some more phots of people during the 
pandemic. 

The Spanish flu of 1918—1919 

Jubilee Oval Camp 

Jubilee Exhibition Building 

Adelaide Isolation Hospital 
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The following notice was received from the History Trust SA 

History at Home 

Missing that once-a-year feeling of cracking open a History Festival 
program, fresh off the press? We are too. Over the coming weeks and 
months, we are planning to bring to you plenty of ways you can keep 
learning and enjoying history content from the comfort of your own home. 
We'll especially be looking out for online content from South Australian 
organisations to share with you. 
The best place to see our updates is Facebook, but we'll also drop you a 
line from time to time by email. 

Learn, hear, see, read: History Trust online 

While the History Trust's doors are closed for the time being, we've 
launched our new digital front door. Delve into a treasure trove of rich 
stories, collections and history online.  
Log on to https://history.sa.gov.au/ 

More photos of the 1918-1919 Pandemic from around the world. 
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While walking up the paths along Second Creek in  Erindale, we came 

across a weir. It was located on the creek just east of the junction of 

Rosalind Street and Moorcroft court. 

The Burnside council are clearing the 

creek of bamboo and desert ash which 

had blocked the watercourse and 

could have caused flooding. The weir 

was smothered in this vegetation and 

was cracked and unstable and the 

clearing of the vegetation 

exposed it.  

It has since been 

demolished. 

Does anyone know 

anything about this weir?  

We will publish in the next 

Bulletin your answers. 

A challenge for you! 

 
Even now History is being made! 
Popping up around Burnside are these Street Libraries 

complete with books and two rolls of toilet paper! I wonder 

who is making these, for they are superbly made and well 

stocked.  

We so often focus on history as being  very much before we 

were born, yet surely here is some history being made now.  

Will someone in 50 years time come across references to 

these and ask “Who made these and why the toilet paper?” 

and “Is there any information on them?” Maybe someone 

should write an article on them for future generations. 

https://newsletter.history.sa.gov.au/t/r-l-jhhutdjk-bkhhdahj-r/
https://newsletter.history.sa.gov.au/t/r-l-jhhutdjk-bkhhdahj-y/
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Gone, Gone, Gone… At 8 View Street in Burnside there was a house on a 

large block of land. 

One weekend we 

saw it change to 

this… 

  

Meanwhile down at Burnside Shopping Centre—the 

post office and 

shops are 

demolished and 

a large gum tree 

cut down 

 

Burnside Town Hall Opening 
On the 29th February 2020 we attended the opening of the restored Burn-
side Town Hall. This is located on the second floor over the Council cham-
bers. It was built in 1927 as part of the town hall building  opened in 1928 
and was then used by the community for concerts, dances and meetings.  
Following construction of the ballroom in 1954, it was then used as storage, 
office space and as a rehearsal space for the Burnside Symphony Orchestra 
and Youth Concert band.  
In 2019 it was renovated and returned to its former glory while additional 
work is planned to upgrade the toilets and Green room. It is a impressive 
room with wooden floors and impressive high ceilings beautifully accentuat-
ed by subtle lighting. 
Once again, it is now available for hire by the community with discounts for 
Burnside residents and businesses.  

On a brighter note 
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National Pleasure Resorts- Want you to visit!!! 

Visiting them as National Pleasure Resorts might be 60 years too late. 

However, my attention was recently drawn to these by one of our members 

Graham  Maguire. These parks existed up until 1961 when they were 

transferred to other bodies and indeed still exist under other names, both 

within the City of Burnside district and elsewhere in South Australia. 

In fact there were about 33 Pleasure resorts in South Australia. Given the 

recent restrictions on travel, which have seen a big increase in people 

walking and exercising in our parks and that many of these parks still exist 

under different names, here is something to exercise your mind and 

research skills: 

1. First what parks and reserves in the City of Burnside area were 

National Pleasure resorts? 

2. How did these parks originate, who and what drove the founding of 

these? 

3. Where else in South Australia will you find these parks? 

Please email myself or Margaret your answers and we will publish 

them in the June bulletin. 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS FOR 2020 

A warm welcome to our new members:  

 Heather Watt      Vallipuram Ambikapathy   

 Simon Martin     Dr Tiffany Lavis    

     and Dr Susan Marsden 
 

We look forward to meeting you once our meetings can start 

again. Meanwhile we can keep in touch through our Monthly 

bulletins, our quarterly newsletter, our website- 

www.burnsidehistory.org.au, our Facebook page and by our 

email- burnsidehistorysoc@gmail.com 
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Osmond Gilles grave restoration. 

In late 2012 our society investigated raising of funds for the restoration of Osmond 

Gilles grave. Late last year through BHS members and private donations as well as 

various grants, the monies to commence the project was achieved. 

In February S D Tillett, stone masons, commenced restoration of  the grave of Osmond 

Gilles.  Since then stone work and iron railings were removed for restoration and 

repairs and relaying a foundation for the stonework and stones was commenced.   

Recently the ironwork was delivered and onsite work is progressing while a plaque is 

being designed. Completion is expected  early June and once Covis-19 restrictions are 

eased, a ceremony will be organised at which BHS members will be invited. 

Magill Walk Project 

Meredith Ide has instigated and planned a historic self-guided walk for parts of Magill. 

This will be the ninth in a series of self-guided walks developed by BHS. The other eight 

can be downloaded from the BHS website. Meredith and other BHS members and 

local residents will assist in this project and her leadership in this area is much 

appreciated. The Magill walk will include 30 sites of historic interest with descriptions, 

some photos and a map. A grant application has been made to the Burnside Council to 

fund the development of this guide. We are waiting to hear if it has been approved. 

BHS Committee update 

On Tuesday 5th May we held a committee meeting using Zoom. The main topic 

discussed was the cancellation of monthly meetings and the deferred March AGM.  We 

must have an AGM by the August meeting.  

We have set out a plan to hold our AGM on page 8. Please read this. 

We also discussed the Osmond Gilles Grave project and the development of a guided 

walk for Magill. Reports on these are in this bulletin. 

Other items discussed included our commiserations to the Crompton family following 

the deaths of Jim and Barbara last year. Both were active members in the 1980-90 

period. We also extend our congratulations to Andrew Peake on his receiving an OAM 

for his community services. 
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Burnside Historical Society—AGM programme for 2020 

First: For members to vote on amendments to the BHS Constitution: 

Attached is a copy of our existing constitution with the changes in red  ink.  We have 

tidied up some points and updated others to reflect the social changes and legal 

requirements of today. The reason for the changes as shown by number are: 

8.1   Our membership is now down from about 200 to 120. There are less members 

available to sit on the committee. The widespread use of technology e.g. Computers, 

Emails, etc. enables the society to be efficiently run by a committee of 7. An official vice-

president is not required. See 8.5 

8.2   This rewritten clause clarifies what the nomination is for, who receives it and when. 

8.5   In the absence of the president, any committee member can chair giving the 

opportunity for any committee member to gain the experience in running a meeting. 

8.7 Unnecessary duplication of the word ‘sub-committee’ 

9.1 With 7 members on the committee, 4 gives a majority. 

10.3   Allows alternative voting methods for members unable to attend an AGM. 

11.1,2,3  This clarifies the management of finances and allows for the common practice 

now of electronic transfer of monies. 

11.5   This needs to be a separate point. 

If you want further clarification of these changes please email or ring Derek. 

This revised constitution will be put to your vote as the first item at the next 

meeting. If we cannot have a meeting by August, then we will organise an  

alternative method of voting. 

Second: After the vote for the revised constitution, we will have the 2020 

AGM. To expediate this process at the time, the President’s report and 

Treasurer’s reports (normally read out at the time) are being published in full 

in the June newsletter. Please read these beforehand so we can quickly 

move for their acceptance. In the next bulletin we will publish the minutes of 

the 2019 AGM for you to read in advance.  

This process will enable us to quickly move on to voting for the new 

committee. 


