RAIN SHADOW COUNTRY
BHS Regional Tour, 10-11 September 2016
Please fill in this expression of interest if you are interested in taking part in
the tour. The deposit will be refunded if we do not reach the numbers
needed to make to make the tour financially viable.
Name of member filling in the expression of interest

……………………………………………………………………...
Address of member

……………………………………………………………………...
……………………………………...Postcode……………………..
Details of spouse, partner or friend accompanying the above

………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………
Home phone number …………………………………………………
Mobile phone number ………………………………………………..
Email address (if available)

……………………………………………………………………..
Accommodation preference
□ Twin share

□ Double

□ Single (supplement of $25 applies)

Cost per person $350 on twin share basis, $375 for single accommodation
Includes all costs (travel, accommodation, meals and entrance fees)
Please fill in the above details and forward with a $100 deposit per
person to:
Colin Harris
4 Angove Court
Rosslyn Park SA 5072
Expressions of interest need to be lodged no later than 30 June 2016
Any enquiries to Colin on (08) 83313571 or email
colin.harris6@bigpond.com

Burnside Historical Society Inc.
NEWSLETTER
June 2016
Volume 36, No 2

Website: www.burnsidehistory.org.au
Facebook: www.facebook.com/burnsidehistory
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From my Desk
Welcome to the June 2016 online issue of the Burnside Historical Society
Newsletter. We hope you enjoy the featured articles including, as promised,
the first instalment of the fascinating history of the Tusmore Malt Factory.
On the first page of this newsletter you will find an Expression of Interest
form for the Society’s annual regional tour. Don’t forget to complete and
return it to Colin Harris before 30 June.
The deadline for the September 2016 issue is Friday 22 July. Please note
that my email address has changed. Contributions should be sent to
jlbrown@internode.on.net.
Judy Brown (Newsletter compiler)
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Membership fees are $45 family and $30 single, due in April each year.
Subscriptions may be sent to the Treasurer at the Society’s address, paid at
a monthly meeting or by a direct bank transfer.
The Society gratefully acknowledges annual grant funding from the City
of Burnside to help support the production of this Newsletter.
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Wheal Watkins - where to from here?
An update from Dave Monceaux

On 8 March City of Burnside councillors passed a motion to upgrade the
Wheal Watkins Reserve and not to reopen the mine for underground tours.
This was disappointing but the motion did get work started at the mine site
immediately, after 11 years of neglect. During the debate one councillor said
that there was not enough public interest in the mine to warrant spending
more money to reopen it for underground tours. This needs to be the next
issue for BHS to tackle and gain strong public support. Then perhaps Council
will approve restarting underground tours.
The motion was to upgrade the existing surface, information signs, paths,
handrails and timber entrance portal structures to the two adits (tunnels).
The plan was to have it all done for the May History Festival when above
ground tours would be conducted by Dr Ross Both. Council quickly
appointed a Project Manager, John Draper. He started by employing a
historian to replace the information signs and the wording was will be
finalised with BHS. The signs should be ready mid-year. The car park in
Allandale Avenue was line-marked, the path and handrail fence down to the
lower adit were rebuilt, and the weedy vegetation has been cleared. Some
new planting is also expected.
The timber entrance structures are in very poor condition. One has been
destroyed by termites and the other has been damaged by the vibrations
from the construction activities of the neighbour just eight metres from the
entrance. Because they support the rock in the roof at the two entrances, the
new timber structures need to be designed and constructed to be
loadbearing and also need to look historically appropriate. A Mining Engineer
and a Construction Contractor, both experienced in working on historic
mines, are needed. Dr Ross Both found AMC Consulting and Mancala
Contractors who have done similar work on other historic mines and we
expect the City of Burnside to use them to do the work. The Principal
Geotechnical Engineer from AMC in Melbourne did a preliminary inspection
of the external timber structures to familiarise himself with the issues. He
seemed to think that the work would be straightforward for an experienced
mining contractor. AMC’s Adelaide-based Geotechnical Engineer will do the
work on returning from overseas. So the design work has not started yet.
BHS has told Council that we want the work to be done well and we are
prepared to wait a little longer if necessary.

The National Trust Cultural Heritage Committee has visited the site to see
the mine for itself and it is known that the Trust supports reopening the mine
for tours.
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The CEO of SACOME (South Australian Chamber of Mines and Energy) has
inspected the site and suggested that the educational use of Wheal Watkins
for school children would be very valuable. The Board of SACOME has since
met and is interested in being involved in having the mine reopened for
underground tours for schoolchildren and other students to develop their
interest in geology, mining, and the history of Cornish miners. The CEO,
Jason Kuchel, is very positive about reopening the mine and will discuss it
with Council. SACOME has a quarterly magazine and an article about the
mine will be included in the next issue. Thousands of copies go out to the
mining industry, government bodies, local Councils and to all school
principals. We hope that this publicity will reach a wide group of people who
may add their support or help to BHS.
We have already established a Wikipedia page and BHS will have to
develop public interest in Wheal Watkins by putting interesting information
online, by encouraging visitors to the site by organising open days and
advertising them, by having educational project material online and talking to
schools about how Wheal Watkins can be useful to them for projects in the
classroom and by children visiting the site and experiencing a real mine.
BHS will need more help to get all this done and so we will need to recruit
some of the people who have expressed interest and support for reopening
underground tours. They can help to organise and run the website, reply to
enquiries and help show visitors around the site. They can develop school
project material for the website. It will be important to approach schools to let
them know about Wheal Watkins and how it can be used to develop
children’s interest in geology, mining, history and the early economy of the
state. The mine can be used to help schools develop interest in the STEM
subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) that are deemed
essential to the nation’s growth.
Once Council completes the construction activity in the reserve, BHS can
start promoting the mine and showing people around the site and looking
into the two adits. This will be an opportunity to recruit more help to share
the work load. If you know someone who is interested in helping or could be
useful please get them to contact
Dave Monceaux - dave@danimations.com.au
or Meredith Ide - meredithide@gmail.com
It is good to have some action at Wheal Watkins again and we expect to
demonstrate strong public interest in visiting and using the mine, which will
then justify Council reopening the mine for underground tours.
Dave Monceaux
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Program of Meetings and Events for 2016
MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the
Burnside Community Centre, corner of Portrush Road and Fisher Street,
Tusmore (car park and entrance off Fisher Street) at 7.30 pm on the third
Monday of the month, unless an alternative time or venue is notified.
Admission is free and supper provided. Visitors are most welcome.

Monday 20 June – Triss and Paul Roberts
The Queen Adelaide Society Inc.

Queen Adelaide, a German Princess, married William, Duke of Clarence, in
England. Their family died in infancy, but Adelaide loved children and
donated time and money to assist those in need. It was never expected
that William would accede to the Throne, but on the death of his brother,
George lV, he became King and Adelaide his Queen Consort. During his
short reign the first settlers were arriving in South Australia and King
William granted permission for the new City to be named “Adelaide”. The
Queen Adelaide Society in Adelaide was formed in 1981 to promote
knowledge of Queen Adelaide and to make annual donations to charity.
Triss Roberts is a Foundation Member and Honorary Life Member of The
Queen Adelaide Society. She has held the offices of Vice-President and
President and has been promoting the work of the Society for over a
decade. Paul Roberts is also an Honorary Life Member of the Society and
a past Committee member.
Monday 18 July 7.30 pm – Wolfgang Preiss
Vienna-Shanghai-Burnside: the Preiss Family Life Journey
Wolfgang Preiss was born in Shanghai in 1944 to Austrian parents Josef
and Katharina who, twice in their lives, found themselves refugees. Firstly,
Joe left Vienna in 1938 ahead of atrocities by the Nazis against Jewish
people and started a new life in China, where he worked as an engineer.
Käthe followed a year later, and they married. Secondly, in 1949 the
incoming Chinese Communist Government required all Europeans to leave
China and the family was eventually granted permission to migrate to
Australia.
Having been too young to attend school in China, Wolfgang was educated
at Burnside Primary School, Norwood High School and Adelaide University,
where he studied for a BSc degree and was awarded a PhD in Geology in
1971. Subsequently he joined the Geological Survey of South Australia,
where he has been employed for the last 45 years investigating and
documenting the geology of the State.
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Monday 15 August 7.30 pm – Christo Reid

The Extraordinary life of Sir Sidney Kidman
Two films and a collection of photographs will celebrate the life of legendary
outback cattleman Sir Sidney Kidman. The first film, A Wild Birthday Party,
records a 1932 rodeo held for Sir Sidney Kidman’s 75th birthday. Over
50,000 people attended, but not everything went to plan. The second film,
Murracurra, documents a road trip with Sir Sidney Kidman, Mr Sidney Reid
and ‘Murracurra’ in June 1928. Travelling by train to Broken Hill they
embarked on a five week, 2160 mile motor trip through outback Australia to
inspect Kidman properties in a year of extreme drought and hardship.
The films were the work of Christo Reid’s grandfather, Sidney Reid, who had
joined Kidman’s business after marrying Kidman’s middle daughter Elma in
1911. Reid went on to manage the vast Kidman enterprise until 1935 and his
son Reg – Christo’s father – also worked in the business until his early death
at 56. Christo is the author of Cactus: Surfing Journals from Solitude and
Kidman: the Extraordinary Life of Sir Sidney Kidman.
Monday 19 September 7.30 pm – Professor Kay Whitehead
Miss Wauchope’s ‘dreams of an up-to-date school’
This presentation focuses on schooling in South Australia from the 1870s to
the 1930s. Included in it will be a brief overview of the 1875 legislation for
compulsory schooling in South Australia, followed by a discussion of the
implications for private and public schools in the Burnside district, and for
teachers’ careers. Included in the presentation will be Burnside and Rose
Park schools, along with significant individuals such as Elihu Broadbent,
Marjorie Hübbe and Mavis Wauchope.
Kay Whitehead is a Professor of History of Education in the School of
Education at Flinders University. Her historical research focuses mainly on
teachers from the mid-19th to mid-20th century in South Australia, the United
Kingdom and Canada. She has recently completed a book Lillian de Lissa,
women teachers and teacher education in the twentieth century: a
transnational history.
Monday 17 October – Denise Schumann
The real story of the King’s speech: Lionel Logue and the South Australian
connections
Monday 21 November
Me ‘n Me Mates: a performance of Australian songs, stories, poems and
yarns by Splash Theatre Company
Cost includes supper - details in September newsletter
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Rain Shadow Country, 10-11 September 2016
Join your friends from the Society in an informative and enjoyable
weekend tour on roads less travelled – the rain shadow country of the
eastern Mt Lofty Ranges.
Previous regional tours organised by the BHS have visited some of
the rain shadow towns, but only in transit. There has been no detailed
look at the history and natural history of this country and this trip is
your opportunity to see why it has produced a resilient community
and a distinctive regional identity.

Some of the towns and localities to be visited include Palmer,
Cambrai, Sedan, Towitta, Angaston (overnight), Kapunda and
Eudunda. All have fascinating histories and stories to tell, including
one very dark one. Come along and find out more!
Colin Harris will again lead the tour and those who have travelled with
him to regions such as Yorke Peninsula, the South Coast and (most
recently) the Coorong will know that these tours are not just
interesting and informative, but also fun – an opportunity to get to
know each other better, and share some laughs in the process.

You will find an Expression of Interest form at the beginning of this
Newsletter – fill it in now if you are able to join the tour!

The National Trust of South Australia Burnside Branch invites you to

Beaumont House
Friday 10 June 2016
7 pm Drinks

$10 and a supper plate to share

7.30 pm Talk by Dr Ross Both
The Glen Osmond silver-lead mines and their heritage significance
RSVP Monday 6 June to Chris Perriam 8362 3036
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Burnside Historical Society - President’s Annual Report
AGM Monday 18 April 2016
This is my fifth President’s report. This year we are celebrating 35 years of
Community History. Using the Society’s five objectives I will show how we
have aimed to achieve them.
Objective 1: to arouse interest in and to promote the study and
discussion of Australian and South Australian history and in
particular, the history of the City of Burnside

Ten general meetings were held with an average attendance of 55. Two
presentations related to local history, including Dr Sara King’s, which
revealed items in the National Archives as related to the City of Burnside. In
February Dr Jenny Stock presented her research about the first SA female
MPs, one being Joyce Steele from Wattle Park. Other meetings related to
people and places such as State and Australian figures of importance Charles Todd and Edward Meade Bagot. The Society continued to
participate in South Australia’s History Festival. Last May, guided walks
were conducted of Eastwood with Ally Preiss and a fully subscribed, revised
walk of Glen Osmond was led by Anne and Ross Both.
Objective 2: to promote the collection, recording, preservation and
classification of works, source material and artefacts of all kinds
relating to Burnside history
The Oral History project, Memory Chains: living – working – playing in the
City of Burnside, continued. Between us Anne Both and I have interviewed
nine people in the past year who live or have lived in the Council area, one
for the 1945-65 period (now totalling 32) and eight for 1960-80. In time there
will be audio bites of such memories uploaded onto Burnside Library’s
Kiosk. Last July the third edition of the Street Names of Burnside and their
Origins, prepared by Richard House, was presented to Council. The Society
has provided this information for the Council and our website, for residents
and others to peruse. Richard has also meticulously organised the material
Glen Cowley and his grandson Cameron Brown gathered in the field and
photographed, to update the 1995 Survey of Plaques in the City of Burnside.
We provided the wording for two plaques for the refurbished War Memorial
in the Kensington Gardens Reserve in time for Remembrance Day. One
plaque tells the Story of the Lone Pine, donated by Nick Smyth; the other to
acknowledge the names of seven local servicemen. Our Society was
recently offered a display space in the Burnside Civic Centre foyer adjacent
to the library. We hope that the first display to be installed is the long
awaited Glen Osmond Mines feature - a pick and galena found in Wheal
Watkins and barites, with a backdrop of a copy of S.T. Gill’s painting of the
mines area. Thanks to Dr Ross Both for his initiative.
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Glen Cowley and his grandson, Cameron Brown, receive an updated copy
of The Plaques of Burnside from Richard House

Objective 3: to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings,
works and sites of historical significance in the City of Burnside
Wheal Watkins Mine at Glen Osmond is of local importance, is State
Heritage listed and of National significance. It is eleven years this month
since the mine was shut for public underground tours, tours that are still
remembered especially by those who entered the mine as children.
The Society commissioned the AMC geotechnical report published
September 2013, which showed the feasibility of reopening it as a tourist
mine. At the August 2014 meeting, Council did agree to be in partnership
with the Society to ascertain the real costings to rehabilitate the mine. This
has not happened - yet. At its 8 March 2016 Council meeting the motion
passed that the landscaping of the reserve at the mine be upgraded, paths
improved and timber structures at both adits (tunnels) be rebuilt (white ant
damage at the upper adit has recently caused the timbers to collapse).
Council has been talking to AMC to improve the entrances to the two adits.
Heritage SA is working with Council. At this stage Wheal Watkins is to stay
closed, so no public tours – yet. The BHS Committee has agreed to a
petition to be circulated to historical societies, geology, mining and industry
groups and the general public to demonstrate support for reopening the
mine. We are enlisting the support of industry bodies and focusing on local
school groups initially for surface tours. I recently had an onsite meeting with
the CEO of the SA Chamber of Mines and Energy who made positive
suggestions. BHS is rock solid in its resolve for reopening the mine.
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Objective 4: to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies
throughout Australia
Our Society enjoyed a bus tour in October to Yankalilla and Normanville
with local guide Dr Margaret Morgan from the Yankalilla and Districts
group. We continue to exchange emails and newsletters, for example with
Walkerville, East Torrens, Tea Tree Gully, Mitcham, Mt Lofty and Districts
Historical Societies, the Historical Society of South Australia and The
History Council, of which we are a member. This provides a sound
information base about local issues, a vehicle for spreading the word
about our meetings, inviting others on our walks, such as the Glen
Osmond Mines. I have found significant support when discussing Wheal
Watkins, more than just of local importance, with presidents of other
societies and mining groups interstate. Email is such an advantage to
spread the message. History SA does an excellent job with its various
activities. The State History Conference at Robe in October was an
opportunity to network and be informed.
Objective 5: to do all such other things as are conducive or
incidental to the attainment of any of the above objectives.
Burnside Historical Society is in the business of getting others enthused
about our local history. We need to spread the word, make information and
experiences accessible, especially to the young, encouraging guided visits
to the Glen Osmond Mines area and Wheal Watkins in particular. We are
approaching nearby schools to join these tours as a real experience of
discovering what is in their “backyard”. The Society’s Newsletter, website
and Facebook too provide the public with the opportunity to seek
information and learn about our stated objectives. The website’s contact
page is regularly accessed by the public. We don’t do personal or family
research, but refer people to the Burnside and State Libraries and the SA
Genealogy Society.
Glen Osmond Mines were located on Osmond Gilles’ property. As the first
Colonial Treasurer of South Australia he saved the State from bankruptcy.
Unfortunately, we have as yet been unable to find funding for the
restoration of his grave in West Terrace Cemetery. We believe that the
railings will be restored but they cannot be installed until the grave itself is
rehabilitated.
Meredith Ide JP

President
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Thank you

I thank the Committee members, many of who are on sub-committees, for
their support and commitment in guiding the Society during the past year.
The Newsletter subcommittee with Judy Brown, Colin Harris and Elizabeth
Rogers, has produced high quality Newsletters. Thanks especially to Judy
for her efficiency and flair in compiling, in effect, two Newsletters, including
photographs. Shirley Sumerling and her husband Mike sort and distribute
the Newsletter and have done so for eight years. Sonia McCarron helped
mail out June newsletters and delivered other newsletter bundles to our
faithful deliverers while Shirley was having a well-deserved holiday.
The Program Subcommittee, Anne Both and Ally Preiss, with me,
planned a diverse selection of topics. We would welcome another member
if you would like to join us and add fresh ideas for speakers for 2017. The
Plaques Subcommittee consisting of Colin Harris, Ken Lawson and
me, are reliant on the availability of Council staff to discuss the prioritised
plaques. We are pleased that John Draper is able to liaise with Colin about
the practicalities. We hope that the two plaques to be installed not that far
from here will be in place soon. Join us when the dates of these
installations are announced. The Mines Subcommittee, Dr Ross Both, Dave
Monceaux and me, has had a very busy time this year as we focus on
achieving our objective - the reopening of Wheal Watkins.
David Rogers and Dr Ross Both are both retiring from the main
Committee. We thank David for the careful thought he has given to many
matters under consideration. We have appreciated Ross’ foresight and
ability in researching and finding AMC and Mancala, the specialist
companies BHS commissioned to look at the potential of Wheal Watkins as
a Heritage Tourist Mine.
I was recently interviewing member Helen Bills and mentioned various
tasks in the Oral History Project that needed volunteer help. Helen offered
to type up details of background interviewee information which will be useful
for those accessing the interviews.
A general thanks goes especially to the regular supper helpers and Ken
Lawson, who reliably collects the key and sets up with some help. Thanks
too to Colin Harris who is at hand with technical support and shares his
wide-ranging knowledge. Dave Monceaux and Ross record meetings on
Burnside topics. To any member who has given support over the past year,
I am grateful. Our Society is only strong through faithful volunteers, some
working year after year as Richard House has done, not just in his capacity
as our long-serving Treasurer, but for meticulously compiling the updates
for the Street Names in Burnside and Survey of Plaques Projects.
Thanks to these willing volunteers.
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Burnside Historical Society - Treasurer’s Annual Report
AGM Monday 18 April 2016
The accounts show a deficit of $1,741 but this does not reflect the true
activities of the Society for the year. The reason relates to the $3,273 which
was spent on a mines consultant’s report concerning the possible reopening
of the Glen Osmond mines for public visits. Some compensation for that
amount was $1,384 interest from the $30,000 term deposit which is being
held in reserve for such an event. Had neither of those two items been taken
into account, we would have had a surplus of about $148 – not a particularly
large amount, but nevertheless a positive rather than negative figure.
Your Committee decided that part of the deficit should be covered by money
from the Mines Reserve (to bring it back to $30,000) and that the remainder
should be treated as a general expense for the year and taken from the
general Accumulated Fund reserve (thus reducing it to $5,607.27). Costs of
$47.88 related to the update of the Survey of Plaques have reduced the
amount in reserve from an earlier Council grant for such work and a trivial
balance of 62 cents has brought the reserve for the Newsletter back to nil.
We were fortunate to have a grant of $2,181.60 from the Council, which
contributed towards the cost of producing the Newsletter, plus a newly
designed do-it-yourself walk around the Beulah Park area which is
accessible on-line from the BHS web site. It also covered the cost of a major
upgrade to the web site to take advantage of a more up to date software
system. We are most grateful to the Council for this contribution because we
would otherwise have had a far more significant loss for the year.
During the year we have welcomed 12 new members but regrettably 11
have died, resigned or lapsed, so our total is now 139 members. Please
encourage your friends to join!
Richard House OAM
Treasurer, Burnside Historical Society
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 31st March 2015
2013/2014
Income
2014/2015
$2,137.00
Subscriptions 2014/15 (Single)
$1,955.00
$1,053.00
Subscriptions 2014/15 (Family)
$1,032.00
Surplus on visit to Coromandel and
$59.95
Keswick
$43.00
Profit on guided walking tours and bus
$147.03
tours
$285.00
$0.00
Surplus on Coorong weekend
$768.20
$119.23

Bank interest on Cheque and Savings

$104.62

$0.00
$221.15

Sundry sales - greetings cards and
Donations
Donation towards mines consultant's
report
Sales of Paddocks Beneath and Extended Index
Sales of Burnside Historical Society
History book

$15.00
$595.70

His Soc SA Grant for Oral History ProCouncil Grant for Newsletter
Council Grant for Street Names project
Council Grant for Parks and Gardens
project
Donations for Oral History project
Council Grant for Plaques Records
update
Total income

$0.00
$780.00

$5,465.00

$585.00
$0.00
$1,000.00
$375.00
$0.00
$0.00
$100.55
$0.00
$11,262.91

$0.00

$282.00
$174.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$6,034.52
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2013/2014
$36.30
$314.57
$230.69
$412.11
$363.95
$212.56
$220.00
$464.00
$120.48
$34.88
$15.90
$197.49
$0.00
$6,272.21
$0.00
$440.70
$606.79
$0.00
$0.00
$638.00
$0.00
$243.00
$10,823.63
$439.28
$208.52
$230.76
$439.28

Expenses
2014/2015
Project to copy tape recordings of
meetings to discs
$0.00
Printing and Stationery, and society
records
$418.06
Telephone, postage and PO Box
$277.50
Insurance
$401.12
Use of hall and other meeting expenses
$559.69
Supper costs and puchase of cups
$321.67
Subscriptions to other societies and
seminar fees
$30.00
Website and computer annual costs
$210.00
Gifts
$55.00
Photos for Heritage Award application
$0.00
Tapes and minor equipment
$122.88
BHS greetings cards (balance)
$0.00
BHS flyers
$330.00
Cost of mines consultant's report
$0.00
Purchase Paddocks Beneath and reprint Extended Index
$449.00
Print Burnside Historical Society history book
$0.00
Newsletter (printing $597.77, admin
$296.89)
$894.66
Street Names project
$0.00
Parks and Gardens project
$0.00
Oral History project
$1,118.40
Plaques Record update project
$0.00
Depreciation on equipment
$243.00
Total expenses
$5,430.98
Surplus (Deficit) for the year
$603.54
Transfer of surplus to General Accumulated fund
$1,664.35
Transfer of deficits to Newsletter and
Oral History Project Reserves
-$1,060.81
Total
$603.54

15

2013/2014
$4,814.74
$208.52
$5,023.26

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$1,083.66
$230.76
$1,314.42

$6,337.68

BALANCE SHEET as at 31st March
2015
General Accumulated funds
As at 1st April 2014
Surplus for the year
As at 31st March 2015
Mines Account Reserve
As at 1st April 2014
Amount received from Council from
John Clark donation
As at 31st March 2015
Council and other Grants Reserves
As at 1st April 2014
Deficits for year. Newsletter ($114.66)
Oral Hist ($946.15)
As at 31st March 2015
Being - Newsletter
$0.62
- Street Names project
$0.00
- Parks and Gardens project
$67.79
- Oral History project
$0.00
- Plaques Reprint project
$185.20

TOTAL EQUITY

2014/2015
$5,023.26
$1,664.35
$6,687.61

$0.00
$31,112.96
$31,112.96

$1,314.42
-$1,060.81
$253.61

$38,054.18

Members equity is made up from

$3,711.96
$2,618.72

$6,330.68

Current Assets
Bank of South Australia cheque account
$2,624.86
Bank South Australia Business Access
Saver A/cs (Internet only)
$2,827.32
Bank of South Australia Term Deposit
3.35% (General funds)
$3,000.00
Bank of South Australia Term Deposit
3.35% (Mines Reserve funds)
$30,000.00
Total as at 31st March 2015
$38,452.18
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2013/2014
$973.00
-$243.00
$730.00
$7,060.68

$525.00
$148.00
$50.00
$723.00

$6,337.68

Non Current Assets
2014/2015
Equipment as at 31st March 2014
$730.00
Less depreciation @ 20%
-$243.00
Total as at 31st March 2015
$487.00
Total Assets $38,939.18
Current liabilities
Subscriptions in advance for 2015/16
(Single)
Subscriptions in advance for 2015/16
(Family)
Subscriptions in advance for
2016/17/18 (Single)
Total Liabilities
TOTAL NET ASSETS as at 31st
March 2015

$625.00
$185.00
$75.00
$885.00

$38,054.18

AUDITOR'S STATEMENT
I have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical Society Inc.
The Balance Sheet and accompanying Statement of Income and Expenditure present a
true and fair view of the Society's affairs as at 31st March 2015, according to the books,
records and information submitted to me.
Alan David Jones, B.A., B.A.(Acc.), Grad.Dip.Acc., Dip.T.(Sec.), Auditor
$0.00 Difference (Must be zero)
$0.00
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Anzac Day 2016
Burnside Historical Society was asked to send a representative to the Anzac
Day Dawn Service at the redeveloped Kensington Gardens War Memorial.
Meredith placed a bunch of Proteas alongside wreaths from the RSL,
Burnside Council, local and State politicians and various sports and
community groups. The Lone Pine planted on Remembrance Day last year
at the Western apex of the memorial is looking healthy.
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Malt Extraction: A Sticky Business
The Tusmore Avenue Malt Factory 1921-65
Thomas Cooper, of Skipton England, shoemaker and later stonemason and
brewer arrived in South Australia in the year 1852 with his wife Ann, son
William and a daughter Sarah Ann. As the family grew another son, John
Thomas (born 1857), followed his father into the brewing trade.
The first brewery operated by Thomas was in George Street Norwood, but
in 1885 the business was moved to Cooper’s Paddock at Leabrook where it
remained until its relocation to Regency Park in 2001.
In this article BHS member Peter Cooper, a great grandson of Thomas,
recounts the story of the malt factory established in 1921 by his father John
Cecil Gunner Cooper, grandson of Thomas, at JCGs home property
83-85 Tusmore Avenue. With only one break in production (1950-60), it
operated at this location from 1921-65.
Although sited in a prominent part of Burnside, very few people knew of the
factory’s existence. In recognition of its importance as one of Burnside’s few
industries, the Burnside Historical Society is currently working with the City
of Burnside to install a bronze marker at its former location on Tusmore
Avenue.
--------------------------------My father, JCG Cooper, had a varied career working on railways,
prospecting and chicken farming prior to his decision in 1920 to build a
factory to extract malt from barley. He had found that there was a demand
for the product from pharmacists and bakers and, as he was unable to find
anyone in South Australia to construct the plant, a Melbourne company was
engaged. The plant was duly shipped to Tusmore Avenue and, after its
assembly (with some difficulties along the way), production commenced.
Barley was obviously the starting point and the bags of malting grade grain
were lifted by a hoist to a loft where the grain was manually poured into a
crusher. The crushed grain was then lifted by an elevator into a second
hopper which fed into a mixer where water was added. The mixture was
then fed into a mash tun (a large vat) where it was heated. The resultant
wort (the liquid mix) was run off by sparging (a sprinkling process) into a
tank. From the tank this wort was sucked by a vacuum hose into an
evaporator as the steam produced by a condenser and running cold water
was passed to a sink.
The water used in production came from a well dug on the Tusmore site by
John and two of his prospecting friends. The well was 50 feet deep, 3’6”
square, and was boarded with jarrah timbers. On one side, 5 feet from the
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bottom, was a drive which ran out 100 feet towards Tusmore Avenue,
increasing the inflow of water to the well. The temperature of the mash was
kept at 140⁰ F to maintain the enzymes necessary for a good malt extract and
the heating source for this was a former ship’s boiler, 6 feet in diameter and
14 feet high, the fuel for it being wood and coke.
The resultant malt extract was sold in large drums to wholesalers such as
Bickfords and Fauldings, to be later decanted into smaller tins for sale to
pharmacists. Smaller drums again were sold to bakers and home brew
shops.
In one room of the factory John maintained two racks each with six trays
4’0 x 1’6” x 6” deep of frothing, bubbling and strong smelling yeast growths
known as “Malt B”, a secondary product sold to bakeries and home brewers
such as Montgomery & Co.
In the early 1930s John was working in the factory when the main drive from
the freewheel, which drove the vacuum pump, became stuck and in trying to
free it with the aid of a broom handle John was pulled off a loft area and fell
around twelve feet onto the concrete floor below breaking his back and a leg.
His five year old daughter was with him at the time and after a little
discussion he managed to convince her that she should run to the house for
help.
John had many plans for the Malt Factory, but the fall left him with back pain
and one leg shorter than the other. He spent 18 months in plaster, but was
able to keep the factory operating by working from a mobile bed with the help
of his wife, Florence. Later a young man, Clem Hunter, became his assistant.
At nearby Coopers Brewery the mash tun and mixing were enclosed in a
locked room and access to this was restricted to a Coopers brewer. John’s
elder brother, Frank, had been the brewer, but after his death John had to
step in and prepare the mash, as well as running his own Malt Factory.
Adapted by Anne Both from a history prepared by Peter Cooper
The story will continue in the next Newsletter with John’s death and how
Peter took over the factory, continuing production until 1965.

20

Old Joe
The man who called the Glen Osmond mine shaft home
By Samela Harris - journalist, critic, blogger
It was about 1950 when we moved to 1 Derrington Street, Woodley. It was a
darling little brick cottage built on a block carved into the hillside. It had high,
dry-stone retaining walls behind it and a generous tier of lawn out the front with magnificent views of the city. The house, designed by my mother, the
actress Yvonne Hutton, was grey with white shutters. There were few other
houses around. Mr Smith still ran the old shop at the top of Glen Osmond
Road and did his deliveries with the groceries in the basket of his bike. He
lived up the hill and grazed his retired cart horse in a paddock nearby.
Near the paddock was an old house inhabited by the Thomas family and later
the Haytons, who had boys, my playmates John and Brian. There were a few
other houses. Behind the St Saviours graveyard and diagonally below us
lived a big Catholic family called Sullivan. But the hillsides were still largely
groves of olives and pines and rough, rocky natural landscape.
When first we settled there, it felt quite isolated and it was not unknown for
swaggies to come to the door looking for handouts in return for odd jobs. The
swaggies were still coming down Glen Osmond Road, which was notable for
its Big Gum Tree at the top and the handy tram service that delivered us to
the city.
The first we knew of Old Joe was a terrible wailing sound coming down the
hill in the dark of night. My father, Max Harris, was out at a Contemporary Art
Society meeting on the first night that haunting cry filled the air. My mother
was utterly terrified. Was it man or beast? It was not like any sound she
knew. After a while, she called the police.

When they came, it was to say that it was “just Old Joe” up at the mine shaft.
He would go on benders, sometimes, for lack of money, drinking methylated
spirits. And then he would wail from the apron of the mine shaft out over the
city and into the universe. It was the most terrible, mournful wail, a pain from
deep in the soul, a bellow of despair.
As time went on, we got to know Old Joe. He was to become our BottleO. He
towed a handcart made of deal boxes, rather like the go carts we kids loved
to ride down the hills. He’d pop in to the houses asking for old bottles - beer
bottles mainly, I think, and his income consisted of the few pennies he made
in returning them. My mother would leave bottles out for him and always told
me to stay away from him.
But I was a curious child. And he’d say hello.
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He was a dear old man. He was unkempt and gruff but he was friendly to
children. I was not afraid of him. Sometimes, with the Hayton boys from up
the road, I’d tag along a bit and chat to him. We were intrigued by him and
yearned to know his story. It remained a mystery. We three playmates were
the Famous Blue Feather Gang of Woodley. We had cubbies and lookouts in
the olive groves and we roamed far and wide with our sling shots and
fantastical adventures. So several times when we knew Old Joe was away,
we rallied all our daring and crept up to the mine shaft to see how he lived.
This mine went horizontally into the hillside and had a big, smooth apron of
earth out the front. Old Joe had settled the front 10 or 15 metres of the
tunnel. Impeccably. He had a neatly-made camp stretcher and little side
tables and wash bowls, an improvised sink. He had deal crates functioning as
seats and shelves. He had cooking utensils and clothes. It was disarmingly
homely.
We were terrified of being found invading his privacy and did not pry into his
possessions. I think we had a new fondness for the old man after seeing how
he lived.
We never did find out his story. We just went on in the rhythm of our lives we children going to school and having play adventures with Old Joe plying
the streets with his cart and sometimes wailing at the world by night. The
sound did not frighten us any more. It was “just Old Joe”.
There were a few other problematical things, though. There were some
escapees from Parkside Insane Asylum who headed for the Hills and came
by night. One drew our attention and fear, rattling things along the corrugated
iron fence of the Sullivan’s long neighbouring boundary. Mum called the
police. On another occasion, the police came and warned us and told us not
to answer the door.
And then an escaped prisoner sought refuge in the Hills. The story goes that
Old Joe came home to his tunnel this day to find he could not get in. It was
barricaded. Someone was in there. He went down to the police station and
reported that he had an intruder- and suddenly there were police swarming
all over the place and cordoning off the area. We were told not to go out.
The police surrounded the mine shaft and told the prisoner to come out. Of
course, he was not going to do that. They decided to smoke him out. That
didn’t work, either. Instead, he suffocated and died. It was a hideous tragedy
and a shocking embarrassment to the police.

The grownups tried not to make too much of it to us children. Everyone was
very shocked and sad and quiet, including us children. But, as time went by,
from one of our conspiratorial huddles, we decided we had to go and see the
damage for ourselves.
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It was a very quick and furtive peek. Very brave. Old Joe’s mine was charred
and filthy. Chaotic. It was a sad sight. But I believe he ended up cleaning it up
and continuing to live there.
Soon after these events, I stopped being a Blue Feather Gang tree-climbing
Woodley explorer and settled into a more girly life with school friends. Then,
in 1954, I went away for six months to Europe with my parents.
When we returned, Old Joe was not around.
I heard he had been killed when he dashed in front of the Glen Osmond tram,
chasing his hat which had flown off in the wind.

My recollections
of Joe Shay
A companion piece by
BHS member Sonia
McCarron
In the mid 1950's our family lived in Glen Osmond and would go on walks to
the abandoned mines in the foothills. In one of these caves we came across
an elderly man, Joe, living in one of the abandoned caves.
Joe was an articulate, gentle man, scruffily dressed and often unshaven.
From time to time, he would visit our house, and the neighbours’, and carry
out gardening jobs in return for food and pocket money. My father befriended
Joe, and in their talks discovered that Joe was a WW1 veteran. My father
wanted to get in touch with the Department of Veterans Affairs to
obtain some assistance for Joe, but he declined and explained that he was
very suspicious of "the authorities".
Joe would often disappear for weeks without warnng, but would turn up
eventually, offering no explanation for his absence. Our parents would later
discourage us from visiting Joe in his cave when they discovered that Joe
would shelter other homeless men there. One Easter weekend Joe took
himself off to the Oakbank Races, tramping over the hills to the race course,
and camping out near the course. After his fatal road accident my father
contacted the Department of Veterans Affairs and, as a result, Joe was
buried in a Military cemetery instead of a pauper's grave.
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Meeting Report
Dr Sara King - The National Archives; revealing personal stories
related to the City of Burnside
Monday 17 August 2015
Dr Sarah King made connections between the history of Burnside and the
collections held by the National Archives. She encouraged the audience to
visit the National Archives of Australia’s office and reading room in Adelaide,
housed in the State Library of South Australia, open Tuesday to Friday,
10 am to 5 pm. Electronic searching is useful, Dr King said, but there is no
substitute for seeing and touching the original material. The talk was
accompanied by a visual presentation which allowed her to demonstrate
features of the national database.
Dr King gave us just a taste of what might be found in the Immigration
collection, essentially Government records collected on non-British
immigrants to Australia in the twentieth century. She found records relating to
a Danish woman who came to live in Dulwich, and information about the
Pianto family who lived in Grant Ave Toorak Gardens, and their dealing in
land. As an Italian alien, John Pianto faced extra bureaucratic hurdles when
buying and selling property. Some Jewish families moved into the Burnside
area. The National Archives hold a collection of bottle labels, compiled by
Customs. Labels often needed government approval, as excise was collected
on the beer. Among the albums of labels are those relating to Coopers
Brewery. There are also documents signed by Thomas Cooper.
In the Copyright collection there is a large number of postcards which were
authorised by the Post Office, among them a view of Waterfall Gully. In the
Patents collection can be found Mr T Tilbrook’s attempt to patent his own
motor cycle side-car (pictured). Before the Rising Sun was a hotel, it had
been Mr Tilbrook’s motor cycle shop. A H Traeger of Corrieton (now
Leabrook) was an electrical engineer with a lifelong interest in radio, and this
transmitter was only one in a series of machines he invented for Flynn of the
Royal Flying Doctor Service.
Government promotion of industries to the world has led to a large collection
of publicity photos, among which are some of Penfolds. The Army and
Service files are extensive and are continuously being upgraded. Searchers
need to be aware of the name changes of suburbs, and search under the
appropriate name.
Censorship records are also kept. A certain resident of Burnside was
thwarted in his attempt to import a record from the USA by post, as a result
of a judgement made by the Censors.
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The National Archives also contains a very large collection of photographs
made by the Government as a snapshot of the nation.
Dr King’s brief was to make her talk relevant to Burnside, and in this she was
most successful.
Judy Fander

Photograph from the State Library of South Australia
Burnside [B 21963]
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Can you help with the Oral History Project?
Would several members be willing to type up background information for the
Oral History Project so Burnside Library and BHS have an accurate
electronic record.? A template will be provided.
The Society needs willing helpers with the skill available to transcribe some
interviews for the 1945 - 65 period. It means listening to the CD of each
interviewee and typing up the conversation. It would make it easier to analyse
the lives of those residents from the District and City of Burnside and
compare and contrast the lives of this sample group.

Please consider helping so we can include some excerpts in the newsletter
and on our website with links from our Facebook page. Audio bites can be
uploaded to the Burnside Library Kiosk.
This support would be much appreciated. If you can help please contact
Meredith Ide on 0439 478 352.

Thanks to Sonia McCarron for assisting
Meredith with the distribution of this
newsletter so Shirley Sumerling can
have a holiday.

Please make welcome these new members of the Burnside
Historical Society:
Jayne Kader, Pamela Tiller and Ron and Christine Featherstone.
Current members who are foundation members of the Society:
(apologies for the omission of some names in March 2016 Newsletter)
Edna Bayfield

Meredith Ide

Elaine Smyth

Anne Both

John Love

Geraldine Treloar

Dr Ross Both

David Mattingley Geoff Treloar

Chloe Buxton

Andrew Peake

Elizabeth Warburton

Jo Cooper

Margaret Preiss

Pam Whittle

Richard House

Margaret Sando
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Time to showcase Mitcham
13th Eastern Regional Historical Societies Seminar
Saturday 16 July
9 am - 4 pm
Edinburgh Hotel, High Street, Mitcham
Guest Speaker: Richard Heathcote (Director of Carrick Hill)
The Year of the Pearl
Cost $35
If you are interested, please contact Joy Taplin (after 10 June)
on 8332 7320 or 0416 013 254.

Link into History
Wheal Watkins on Wiki
Wheal Watkins has a Wikipedia page. Check out the link below:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wheal_Watkins_mine

And you can find the new Beulah Park walk brochure (plus other local
walks) on the Burnside Historical Society website:
www.burnsidehistory.org.au
You can get a hard copy for $2 at general meetings. Be quick!
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Launch of Beulah Park online walk
On Sunday 8 May, as part of the SA History Festival, an online walk of the
Beulah Park area was launched in the beautiful Clayton Wesley Uniting
Church.

BHS President Meredith Ide introduces Pamela Tiller, who launched
the online walk (photo: Judy Fander)
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The Queen - and our Fab Five!
On 21 April 2016, the 90th birthday of Queen Elizabeth II, ‘The Advertiser’
printed a special article (pp.24-25) to commemorate the occasion. The article
also emphasised the qualities of our own nonagenarian citizens and selected
five people who embody the principles of active ageing.
The Fabulous Five, photographed together for the occasion by ‘The
Advertiser’, consisted of The Honourable Sir Eric Neal AC, Dr Basil Hetzel AC,
Phyll Skinner, Deirdre Jordan AC, and our BHS member, Walter Silzer.
Walter last appeared in these pages when we congratulated him on winning
the Pride of Australia Medal 2015 (Community Spirit category) for his voluntary
work with Meals on Wheels. He followed this accolade soon afterwards by
being selected as one of South Australia’s ‘Ten Most Inspirational Citizens for
2015’.
Walter and other members of the Fab Five all regard life as meaningful, have a
terrific sense of humour, stay fit mentally and physically, take a keen interest in
current affairs, and, most importantly, exhibit ‘bounceability’, the skill and
strength to bounce back from life’s large and small upsets.
Congratulations again, Walter!
Elizabeth Rogers OAM
Source: ‘The Advertiser, 21 April 2016, pp.24-25

SUBS RENEWALS FOR 2016/2017
All subscriptions fall due on 1 April this year: Subscriptions may be paid at our
monthly meetings, by direct bank transfer, or posted to the Treasurer, Richard
House, at the Society’s address indicated on the inside back cover.
Subscription Payments by Direct Bank Transfer
Bank Name BankSA Account Name Burnside Historical Society
BSB
105 086 Account No
330298840
Your Name Ensure that this field shows your name clearly
Amount
$45 for a single member or $30 for a family members.
Message/Reference
Please also enter your name in this field
Please never pay your subscription as an over the counter deposit.

The Society welcomes donations made by members. These extra contributions to
our funds will be put to good use in our ongoing projects to record the history of the
City of Burnside.
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Burnside Historical Society Inc.
PO Box 152 Glenside SA 5065
OBJECTIVES - The objectives of the Society shall be:





To arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian
and South Australian history and, in particular, the history of the City of
Burnside
To promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of works,
source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside History
To co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia
To do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment of
any of the above objectives.

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 2016-17
President:
Meredith Ide JP
0439 478 352
Vice-President: Vacant
Public Officer: Meredith Ide JP
0439 478 352
Secretary:
Vacant
Treasurer:
Richard House OAM 0403 774 596
Committee:
Anne Both, Judy Fander, Ally Preiss, Geraldine Treloar,
Geoff Treloar, Dave Monceaux
Newsletter Subcommittee
Judy Brown (compiler), Colin Harris PSM and Elizabeth Rogers OAM (Joint Editors)
Contributors: Apart from the Newsletter Subcommittee, we are fortunate to
have members who contribute and their names appear with articles in the relevant
issues.
Distribution Organiser Shirley Sumerling 8364 3505
Program Subcommittee: Meredith Ide (Chair), Ally Preiss, Anne Both
Plaques Subcommittee: Meredith Ide (Chair), Colin Harris PSM, Ken Lawson
Mines Subcommittee: Dr Ross Both (Chair), Meredith Ide,
David Monceaux
Publicity: Meredith Ide
Recorders: Ross Both, David Monceaux
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Front Cover:

The house occupied by Australian children’s author and illustrator
May Gibbs (pictured) in 1883-84. BHS member Ally Preiss is
pictured speaking about the house as part of the Society’s SA
History Festival Walk around The Village of Knightsbridge on
Sunday 8 May 2016

Disclaimer
Views and opinions expressed in articles in the Newsletter do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Burnside Historical Society Inc. While every effort is
made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed, responsibility is not accepted for
any errors they may contain that are out of the Society’s control.
The Privacy Act
A member’s personal information collected by the Society, for example name,
address and telephone number, will only be used for forwarding of the
Newsletter and relevant information concerning the Society. The information will
not be shared, sold or given to any third party without the member’s consent.
Any e-mails will be treated as above. However, any information sent by e-mail
will be at the sender’s risk and the Society will not be held responsible for any
unintended use or disclosure of this information.
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