
   

 

RAIN SHADOW COUNTRY 

BHS Regional Tour, 10-11 September 2016 

Please fill in this expression of interest if you are interested in taking part in 

the tour. The deposit will be refunded if we do not reach the numbers   

needed to make to make the tour financially viable. 

Name of member filling in the expression of interest  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééé...  

Address of member  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééé... 

éééééééééééééé...Postcodeéééééééé.. 

Details of spouse, partner or friend accompanying the above 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Home phone number ééééééééééééééééééé 

Mobile phone number éééééééééééééééééé.. 

Email address (if available)  

éééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

Accommodation preference 

Ǐ Twin share             Ǐ Double           Ǐ Single (supplement of $25 applies) 

Cost per person $350 on twin share basis, $375 for single accommodation 

Includes all costs (travel, accommodation, meals and entrance fees) 

Please fill in the above details and forward with a $100 deposit per  

person to: 

Colin Harris 

4 Angove Court 

Rosslyn Park SA 5072 

Expressions of interest need to be lodged no later than 30 June 2016 

Any enquiries to Colin on (08) 83313571 or email 

colin.harris6@bigpond.com 

mailto:colin.harris6@bigpond.com


 2 

 

 Burnside Historical Society Inc. 

NEWSLETTER    

June 2016 
 

Volume 36,  No 2 

 

 
 

Website:  www.burnsidehistory.org.au 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/burnsidehistory  

http://www.burnsidehistory.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/burnsidehistory


 3 

 

From my Desk 
 

Welcome to the June 2016 online issue of the Burnside Historical Society 
Newsletter. We hope you enjoy the featured articles including, as promised, 
the first instalment of the fascinating history of the Tusmore Malt Factory. 

On the first page of this newsletter you will find an Expression of Interest 
form for the Societyôs annual regional tour. Donôt forget to complete and 
return it to Colin Harris before 30 June. 

The deadline for the September 2016 issue is Friday 22 July. Please note 
that my email address has changed. Contributions should be sent to 
jlbrown@internode.on.net.  
 
Judy Brown (Newsletter compiler) 

The Society gratefully acknowledges annual grant funding from the City 
of Burnside to help support the production of this Newsletter.  

IN THIS ISSUE  

Wheal Watkins - where to from here? 

Program of Meetings and Events for 2016 

Rain Shadow country ï BHS Regional Tour 2016  
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Meeting Report: The National Archives 
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The Queen - and our Fab Five! 
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Membership fees are $45 family and $30 single, due in April each year. 
Subscriptions may be sent to the Treasurer at the Societyôs address, paid at 
a monthly meeting or by a direct bank transfer. 

mailto:jlbrown@internode.on.net
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Wheal Watkins - where to from here?                              
An update from Dave Monceaux 

On 8 March City of Burnside councillors passed a motion to upgrade the 
Wheal Watkins Reserve and not to reopen the mine for underground tours.   
This was disappointing but the motion did get work started at the mine site 
immediately, after 11 years of neglect. During the debate one councillor said 
that there was not enough public interest in the mine to warrant spending 
more money to reopen it for underground tours. This needs to be the next 
issue for BHS to tackle and gain strong public support. Then perhaps Council 
will approve restarting underground tours. 

The motion was to upgrade the existing surface, information signs, paths, 
handrails and timber entrance portal structures to the two adits (tunnels).  
The plan was to have it all done for the May History Festival when above 
ground tours would be conducted by Dr Ross Both. Council quickly 
appointed a Project Manager, John Draper. He started by employing a 
historian to replace the information signs and the wording was will be 
finalised with BHS. The signs should be ready mid-year. The car park in 
Allandale Avenue was line-marked, the path and handrail fence down to the 
lower adit were rebuilt, and the weedy vegetation has been cleared. Some 
new planting is also expected. 

The timber entrance structures are in very poor condition. One has been 
destroyed by termites and the other has been damaged by the vibrations 
from the construction activities of the neighbour just eight metres from the 
entrance. Because they support the rock in the roof at the two entrances, the 
new timber structures need to be designed and constructed to be 
loadbearing and also need to look historically appropriate. A Mining Engineer 
and a Construction Contractor, both experienced in working on historic 
mines, are needed. Dr Ross Both found AMC Consulting and Mancala 
Contractors who have done similar work on other historic mines and we 
expect the City of Burnside to use them to do the work. The Principal 
Geotechnical Engineer from AMC in Melbourne did a preliminary inspection 
of the external timber structures to familiarise himself with the issues. He 
seemed to think that the work would be straightforward for an experienced 
mining contractor. AMCôs Adelaide-based Geotechnical Engineer will do the 
work on returning from overseas. So the design work has not started yet. 
BHS has told Council that we want the work to be done well and we are 
prepared to wait a little longer if necessary. 

The National Trust Cultural Heritage Committee has visited the site to see 
the mine for itself and it is known that the Trust supports reopening the mine 
for tours.   
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The CEO of SACOME (South Australian Chamber of Mines and Energy) has 
inspected the site and suggested that the educational use of Wheal Watkins 
for school children would be very valuable. The Board of SACOME has since 
met and is interested in being involved in having the mine reopened for 
underground tours for schoolchildren and other students to develop their 
interest in geology, mining, and the history of Cornish miners. The CEO, 
Jason Kuchel, is very positive about reopening the mine and will discuss it 
with Council. SACOME has a quarterly magazine and an article about the 
mine will be included in the next issue. Thousands of copies go out to the 
mining industry, government bodies, local Councils and to all school 
principals. We hope that this publicity will reach a wide group of people who 
may add their support or help to BHS.  

We have already established a Wikipedia page and BHS will have to 
develop public interest in Wheal Watkins by putting interesting information 
online, by encouraging visitors to the site by organising open days and 
advertising them, by having educational project material online and talking to 
schools about how Wheal Watkins can be useful to them for projects in the 
classroom and by children visiting the site and experiencing a real mine.  

BHS will need more help to get all this done and so we will need to recruit 
some of the people who have expressed interest and support for reopening 
underground tours. They can help to organise and run the website, reply to 
enquiries and help show visitors around the site. They can develop school 
project material for the website. It will be important to approach schools to let 
them know about Wheal Watkins and how it can be used to develop 
childrenôs interest in geology, mining, history and the early economy of the 
state. The mine can be used to help schools develop interest in the STEM 
subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) that are deemed 
essential to the nationôs growth.   

Once Council completes the construction activity in the reserve, BHS can 
start promoting the mine and showing people around the site and looking 
into the two adits. This will be an opportunity to recruit more help to share 
the work load. If you know someone who is interested in helping or could be 
useful please get them to contact  

Dave Monceaux - dave@danimations.com.au                                               
or Meredith Ide - meredithide@gmail.com 

It is good to have some action at Wheal Watkins again and we expect to 
demonstrate strong public interest in visiting and using the mine, which will 
then justify Council reopening the mine for underground tours. 

Dave Monceaux 

mailto:dave@danimations.com.au
mailto:meredithide@gmail.com
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Program of Meetings and Events for 2016 

 

 

 

Monday 20 June ï Triss and Paul Roberts 

The Queen Adelaide Society Inc. 

Queen Adelaide, a German Princess, married William, Duke of Clarence, in 
England. Their family died in infancy, but Adelaide loved children and 
donated time and money to assist those in need. It was never expected 
that William would accede to the Throne, but on the death of his brother, 
George lV, he became King and Adelaide his Queen Consort. During his 
short reign the first settlers were arriving in South Australia and King 
William granted permission for the new City to be named ñAdelaideò. The 
Queen Adelaide Society in Adelaide was formed in 1981 to promote 
knowledge of Queen Adelaide and to make annual donations to charity.   

Triss Roberts is a Foundation Member and Honorary Life Member of The 
Queen Adelaide Society. She has held the offices of Vice-President and 
President and has been promoting the work of the Society for over a 
decade. Paul Roberts is also an Honorary Life Member of the Society and 
a past Committee member. 

Monday 18 July 7.30 pm ï Wolfgang Preiss  

Vienna-Shanghai-Burnside: the Preiss Family Life Journey 

Wolfgang Preiss was born in Shanghai in 1944 to Austrian parents Josef 
and Katharina who, twice in their lives, found themselves refugees. Firstly, 
Joe left Vienna in 1938 ahead of atrocities by the Nazis against Jewish 
people and started a new life in China, where he worked as an engineer. 
Kªthe followed a year later, and they married. Secondly, in 1949 the 
incoming Chinese Communist Government required all Europeans to leave 
China and the family was eventually granted permission to migrate to 
Australia. 

Having been too young to attend school in China, Wolfgang was educated 
at Burnside Primary School, Norwood High School and Adelaide University, 
where he studied for a BSc degree and was awarded a PhD in Geology in 
1971. Subsequently he joined the Geological Survey of South Australia, 
where he has been employed for the last 45 years investigating and 
documenting the geology of the State. 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the               
Burnside Community Centre, corner of Portrush Road and Fisher Street, 
Tusmore (car park and entrance off Fisher Street) at 7.30 pm on the third 
Monday of the month, unless an alternative time or venue is notified.    
Admission is free and supper provided. Visitors are most welcome. 
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Monday 15 August 7.30 pm ï Christo Reid 

The Extraordinary life of Sir Sidney Kidman  

Two films and a collection of photographs will celebrate the life of legendary 
outback cattleman Sir Sidney Kidman. The first film, A Wild Birthday Party, 
records a 1932 rodeo held for Sir Sidney Kidmanôs 75th birthday. Over 
50,000 people attended, but not everything went to plan. The second film, 
Murracurra, documents a road trip with Sir Sidney Kidman, Mr Sidney Reid 
and óMurracurraô in June 1928. Travelling by train to Broken Hill they         
embarked on a five week, 2160 mile motor trip through outback Australia to 
inspect Kidman properties in a year of extreme drought and hardship.  

The films were the work of Christo Reidôs grandfather, Sidney Reid, who had 
joined Kidmanôs business after marrying Kidmanôs middle daughter Elma in 
1911. Reid went on to manage the vast Kidman enterprise until 1935 and his 
son Reg ï Christoôs father ï also worked in the business until his early death 
at 56. Christo is the author of Cactus: Surfing Journals from Solitude and 
Kidman: the Extraordinary Life of Sir Sidney Kidman. 

Monday 19 September 7.30 pm ï Professor Kay Whitehead 

Miss Wauchopeôs ódreams of an up-to-date schoolô 

This presentation focuses on schooling in South Australia from the 1870s to 
the 1930s. Included in it will be a brief overview of the 1875 legislation for 
compulsory schooling in South Australia, followed by a discussion of the   
implications for private and public schools in the Burnside district, and for 
teachersô careers. Included in the presentation will be Burnside and Rose 
Park schools, along with significant individuals such as Elihu Broadbent, 
Marjorie H¿bbe and Mavis Wauchope. 

Kay Whitehead is a Professor of History of Education in the School of       
Education at Flinders University. Her historical research focuses mainly on 
teachers from the mid-19th to mid-20th century in South Australia, the United 
Kingdom and Canada. She has recently completed a book Lillian de Lissa, 
women teachers and teacher education in the twentieth century: a          
transnational history.  

Monday 17 October ï Denise Schumann 

The real story of the Kingôs speech: Lionel Logue and the South Australian 
connections 

Monday 21 November 

Me ón Me Mates: a performance of Australian songs, stories, poems and 
yarns by Splash Theatre Company                                                              
Cost includes supper - details in September newsletter  



 8 

 

 

Rain Shadow Country, 10-11 September 2016 

Join your friends from the Society in an informative and enjoyable 
weekend tour on roads less travelled ï the rain shadow country of the 
eastern Mt Lofty Ranges. 

Previous regional tours organised by the BHS have visited some of 
the rain shadow towns, but only in transit. There has been no detailed 
look at the history and natural history of this country and this trip is 
your opportunity to see why it has produced a resilient community 
and a distinctive regional identity.   

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the towns and localities to be visited include Palmer,     
Cambrai, Sedan, Towitta, Angaston (overnight), Kapunda and       
Eudunda. All have fascinating histories and stories to tell, including 
one very dark one. Come along and find out more! 

Colin Harris will again lead the tour and those who have travelled with 
him to regions such as Yorke Peninsula, the South Coast and (most 
recently) the Coorong will know that these tours are not just           
interesting and informative, but also fun ï an opportunity to get to 
know each other better, and share some laughs in the process. 

You will find an Expression of Interest form at the beginning of this 
Newsletter ï fill it in now if you are able to join the tour! 

The National Trust of South Australia Burnside Branch invites you to                      

Beaumont House  

Friday 10 June 2016 

7 pm Drinks    $10 and a supper plate to share 

7.30 pm Talk by Dr Ross Both 

The Glen Osmond silver-lead mines and their heritage significance  

RSVP Monday 6 June to Chris Perriam 8362 3036 


