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VISIT TO THE ADELAIDE SHOWGROUND ARCHIVE/MUSEUM 

MONDAY 18 JANUARY 2016 

Optional dinner to follow at Goodwood Hotel 

 3.30 pm Car and bus travellers are to meet in the Burnside Council   

carpark for important details 

 NB 17 people only on the bus so book early! 

 4 pm - 5.30 pm Visit to the archive/museum                                             

NB Bus and cars will be parked in Leader Street Park 2 (tickets need to 

be validated on arrival) 

 NB If you only want to visit the archive/museum, use your own car 

Margaret Ward, Archivist for 16 years with The Royal Agricultural and  

Horticultural Society of SA, will describe how the archival collection began, 

and its early days in the basement of Centennial Hall before moving to the 

current location. This will be followed by some of the  Society’s early        

history, some of which Rob Linn talked about last July. We will learn about 

the Adelaide Show’s many locations pre-Wayville.  Highlights will be a walk 

around the museum, noting maps, plans and key photographs, plus the 

viewing of an 1847 cash book and book of entries from the 1867 show. 

Cost:  Bus: $10 per person  Car: $5                                                                

Please pay correct money on the night. 

 5.45 pm Dinner at own expense at the Goodwood Hotel,                       

75 Goodwood Road, Goodwood  Ph 8272 9185                                        

Ample parking behind the hotel 

 8.30 pm Bus returns to Burnside by 9 pm 

If you wish to join this visit PHONE Meredith Ide 8365 3049 (answer phone) 

before 21 December 2015. Please leave your name and phone number 

clearly OR email meredithide@gmail.com. Please state if you want to go by 

car or bus and how many you have room for in your car. 

If you have booked but are unable to come, please notify as above. 

mailto:meredithide@gmail.com
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From my Desk 
 

Welcome to the December 2015 electronic issue of the Burnside 
Historical Society Newsletter. Just a reminder that if you wish to take 
part in the visit to the Adelaide Showground Archive/Museum on 
Monday 18 January you will need to phone Meredith on 8365 3049 or         
0439 478 352 by 21 December to register your interest. Please see 
previous page for details. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish Society members a safe 
and happy Christmas season and to thank those members who have 
been so supportive to me in the role of Newsletter compiler this year.  
 
The deadline for the March 2016 issue is Friday 22 January 2016. 
Please email any contributions to sjllbrown@internode.on.net.  
 
Judy Brown (Newsletter compiler) 
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President’s Message 

The most exciting recent news is that the Society has received a 
generous Community Grant from Burnside Council. Our website will 
be upgraded, four editions of the newsletter will be published in 
2016 and a downloadable online walk for the suburb of Beulah Park 
will be accessible from the City of Burnside and BHS websites. 
Web developer and graphic designer, Jeremy Carter, will create the 
walk using text prepared by Angela Steinberner (from Elizabeth 
Warburton’s research in The Paddocks Beneath), as well as 
photographs, including some from Council’s Local History 
Collection. We acknowledge Council’s support with these projects. 

The Society continues to talk with Council about the rehabilitation of 
State Heritage listed Wheal Watkins and its reopening as a tourist 
mine. We are examining grants for the repair of Osmond Gilles 
grave. Unfortunately State Heritage Grants ceased last year. Ken 
Lawson has enthusiastically joined the plaques subcommittee with 
Colin Harris and me. Four sites for plaques have been prioritised. 
Once the first site has been selected the planning and preparation 
will begin with Council assistance to finalise the process. Colin is 
assisting with Hazelwood Park interpretive signage. Sandra 
Lachlan is liaising with Council over signage at the Historic Magill 
Wesleyan Cemetery. 

Barbara Parker, Honorary Life Member is retiring from the 
Newsletter subcommittee after twenty-four years, seven as Editor 
(see details of her service on page 4). We were saddened to hear 
of Peter Davies’ passing in August. Condolences were sent to 
Wendy and family (see tribute page 4). Judy Fander and I enjoyed 
the Lord Mayor’s Reception in September to celebrate the 80th 
Anniversary of the Pioneers Association of South Australia. We 
appreciated the speeches by the Lord Mayor, Martin Haese, and 
the Pioneers President, Bob Stace, both stressing the importance 
of remembering and celebrating history.  

On 11 October thirty members, relatives and members from other 
history groups travelled to Yankalilla and Normanville. Historian    
Dr Margaret Morgan, an archivist with the Yankalilla Historical 
Society, provided comprehensive commentary. It was another 
chance for members to socialise. Two plaques have been added to 
the Kensington Gardens Reserve redeveloped War Memorial. They 
were unveiled on 11 November at a rededication service officiated 
by the RSL Kensington Park Sub Branch. Some Burnside Historical 
Society members attended (see Lone Pine article). 

Meredith Ide JP 
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Barbara Parker PSM - her service to the Society 

Barbara is an Honorary Life Member of the Society. She has given valuable 
service as a Committee member (1991-94) and as President (1994-2000). 
Barbara was a member of the Newsletter Subcommittee (1991-2015) and  
Editor for seven years. She wrote up many meeting reports for the         
Newsletter and, while President, managed the tasks involved in compiling 
the original plaques records in the City of Burnside Project into a usable 
form. With David Rogers she planned and ran the Broken Hill Regional Tour 
in 2001 and in August 2006 she and David planned and ran the Bullockies,   
Farmers and Railway People trip north to Terowie, Peterborough and      
Pekina. She has been meticulous in her planning and followed tasks through 
and the Society thanks her for her leadership skills and contributions made 
over many years. 

Meredith Ide 

 

Vale Peter Davies 

We were saddened to hear of Peter’s passing on 24 August 2015. Peter 
was Vice President of the Society for five years (2003-08) assisting        
President, Isabel Williams. The following tributes were made at the May 
2015 meeting when the Society thanked Peter for his service. Isabel        
remarked that Peter was always reliable and helpful and had such a     
pleasant and dignified way with him. He served on the Newsletter            
Sub-committee for fourteen years from 2001 and Elizabeth Rogers, who 
worked with Peter on the quarterly Newsletters, stated that his teaching 
background was evident in the erudite articles he had written, including  
write-ups of presentations given by speakers.  

We also acknowledged the support Wendy Davies has given the Society. 
Elizabeth explained that Peter, assisted by Wendy, also arranged a most 
successful and enriching Regional Tour, a “weekend away” to the  Flinders 
Ranges (The Northern Safari, September 2004). Elizabeth said, Peter’s   
expertise, knowledge and organisational skills and his pleasant and         
appropriate sense of humour - were very evident in this successful and    
enjoyable tour. Society records show: The logistics and general trip          
administration for the August 2005 Murray Meander were looked after by 
Vice President Peter Davies. He organised the trip with meticulous care and 
this was typical of all that he did. Fortunately Peter and Wendy had many 
enjoyable meanderings in their own travels. 
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Vale Ron Gibbs, 1938-2015 

Burnside Historical Society members who knew South Australian historian 
Ron Gibbs will be saddened to learn of his unexpected death on 16 
September this year. 

Well-known and highly respected, Ron was a tireless ambassador for 
history and through his work as a consultant to the South Australian 
Education Department he was also a strong and effective advocate for 
teaching history in our schools. Ron was also an accomplished writer and 
among his publications were histories of the South Australian Stock 
Exchange (1988), Prince Alfred College (1984) and St Andrew’s Hospital 
(1994). One of his early (1969) publications, a general history of the State, 
has been reprinted many times and more recently (2013) he published a 
seminal work Under the Burning Sun: a History of Colonial South Australia, 
1836-1900.  Sadly, we will not see a sequel taking us through to the 
present. 

Ron was the inaugural President (1974-79) of the Historical Society of 
South Australia and was awarded an AM in 1982 for service to education. 
A measure of his standing within the history profession was his 
membership for 35 years of the South Australian Working Party for the 
Australian Dictionary of Biography. Fittingly, in 2013 the History Council of 
South Australia presented him with its South Australian Lifelong History 
Achievement Award. 

Colin Harris PSM 

Congratulations to Walter Silzer, 
Winner of 2015 Pride of Australia Medal 

(Community Spirit category) 
 

Although nearly 96 years of age, one of our members, Walter Silzer, is a 
regular supporter of BHS meetings and events. In 1939 Walter, born in 
Vienna, escaped to Switzerland where he spent WWll as a refugee. 
Coming to Australia in 1947, Walter settled as a dairy farmer at Tooperang, 
near Mount Compass, before moving to Adelaide some years later. He then 
became, and still is, a regular and enthusiastic weekly volunteer driver for 
Meals on Wheels Norwood kitchen, for which work he was recently 
nominated and then won this medal.  

Walter’s mental and physical fitness at nearly 96 provides an inspiration to 
both staff and clients of Meals on Wheels (and others) as he enriches his 
own life by helping the community. 

Elizabeth Rogers OAM 
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Monday 18 January 

Visit to the Adelaide Showground 
Archive/Museum 

Please see page 2 for details. 
Bookings required by                  
21 December 2015. 

 

 

 

Monday 15 February – Jenny Stock  

Two Burnside Ladies: how SA got its first female MPs 

Joyce Steele and Jessie Cooper made history when elected in March 1959 
to the South Australian Parliament, the former for the House of Assembly 
seat of Burnside, the latter for the Legislative Council. The surprise was 
not their election for safe Liberal seats, but that it had taken so long for any 
women to be pre-selected by either major party for winnable seats. Neither 
had an easy ride but their tenacity, ability, good connections and 
willingness to confront those who still sought to keep women confined to 
behind-the-scenes roles in politics did pay off. 

Dr Jenny Stock taught Australian politics for many years at the University 
of Adelaide and in retirement has specialised in political biography. Her 
interest in this topic was sparked by her work for the Australian Dictionary 
of Biography on these two women. Having discovered far more than 
required for the modest wordage allowed in the Dictionary, she now wishes 
to share some of that additional information with an audience whose 
members include a number who knew these pioneering women. 

 

Program of MEETINGS and EVENTS for 2016 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the               
Burnside Community Centre, corner of Portrush Road and Fisher Street, 
Tusmore (car park and entrance off Fisher Street) at 7.30 pm on the third 

Monday of the month, unless an alternative time or venue is notified.    
Admission is free and supper provided.  Visitors are most welcome. 
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Monday 21 March – Dr Robert Kimber 

Edward Cairns of Ardrossan: from schoolboy to soldier 

Edward Cairns was barely 21 when he died at Gallipoli. He left behind 
in his dugout on Cheshire Ridge a modest exercise book in which he 
had kept a diary of the events he experienced, the places he saw and 
the people he met when he went overseas in 1915 to fight with the 
1/27th Battalion. Dr Kimber wrote about Edward Cairns’ life in Love 
from Eddie, the intention being to explore the background of the man, 
particularly in the Ardrossan community. 

Robert has spent most of his life as a scholar in Education and 
Drama, eventually retiring from the University of Adelaide in 1999. He 
has been a Fulbright Scholar to the USA completing a PhD in ritual 
studies of select Native American people. He has carried out 
extensive work in Australian studies and has lectured in the field. He 
has also written for ABC radio and the stage and has an assortment 
of published works in Theatre Studies and the performance rites of 
Indigenous peoples.  

 

Link into History 

Avenues of Honour 

Avenues of Honour 1915-2015 is a national project that works    
with local communities across Australia to document and preserve 

existing Avenues and establish new ones.                                         
Visit the website to discover the locations of these Avenues. 

 

avenuesofhonour.org.au 

avenuesofhonour.org.au
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The Story of the Lone Pine and Remembrance Day        
11 November 2015 

Nick Smyth, who spoke at our March meeting about Images of Gallipoli, 
supplied the following background information about the Lone Pine   
seedling he presented to the Society.  

Lone Pine, or Plateau 400 at Gallipoli, was the scene of a major           
diversionary offensive launched by the Australian 1st Division on 6 August 
1915. The battle was one of the most intense of the Gallipoli campaign.   
It was a costly fight with more than 2000 Australians and over 7000 Turks 
sacrificed in three days. 

The Turks had cut down all but one of the trees on the ridge to cover their 
trenches. The remaining tree was an Aleppo Pine (Pinus halepensis) 
which became known as Lonesome Pine or the Lone Pine. It is thought 
that two Australian soldiers souvenired pine cones from the ridge and 
brought then back to Australia. Lance Corporal Benjamin Smith of the 3rd 
Battalion, whose brother was killed at Lone Pine, sent a cone to his  
mother, Mrs McMullen, at Inverell, New South Wales. She planted the 
seeds in 1928. She presented to the town of Inverell one of two         
seedlings and the other was planted in 1934 by the Duke of Gloucester at 
the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. It now stands at over 20       
metres in height. Sergeant Keith McDowell carried the other pine cone to 
Australia in a haversack. Four seedlings were grown by his aunt, Mrs 
Gray, and one was planted at the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne. 
In 1990 War veterans attending the memorial service to mark the 75th   
Anniversary of the Gallipoli Campaign returned two of the descendant 
trees to the site. 

Nick Smyth                                           

A new master plan is currently being prepared by the City of Burnside for 
Kensington Gardens Reserve and as part of that process the War       
Memorial site has been upgraded. At a re-dedication service on           
Remembrance Day, 11 November 2015, the Lone Pine seedling donated 
by Nick was planted by him and City of Burnside Mayor David Parkin, and 
two new plaques were unveiled. At the time of planting Nick spoke about 
the Lone Pine story and revealed some important new information,      
information which had come to him after his talk to the Society that is   
reported above. Recent research indicates that the original lone pine was 
almost certainly not Pinus halepensis, but another Pinus sp. indigenous 
to the area. Apparently P. halepensis does not grow on the Gallipoli   
Peninsula, but branches and trunks of it (complete with seeds) were 
brought in by the Turks to cover their trenches and cones from these   
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reinforcing timbers were souvenired and brought back to Australia after the 
campaign (as were cones from the Pinus sp. indigenous to the Peninsula - it 
is a complicated story!). 

Information about the plaque donated by the local branch of the RSL was 
briefly explained by local RSL Secretary/Treasurer, Col (ret) Brent Mollison 
RFD. ED. JP. CJSJ.,  who oversaw the planning of both the design and    
memorial service. In the Society’s March 2014 Newsletter and follow-up     
article in March 2015, readers were asked for help with decoding seven sets 
of initials of servicemen carved into flagstones at the Kensington Gardens 
War Memorial. Brent Mollison researched the matter and found the full 
names (below). Mayor Parkin unveiled the plaque honouring these men. 
Some of their descendants were present at the service – member Antony 
Simpson is a descendant of Captain Hermann Fritz Hübbe. Some other 
Burnside Historical Society members also attended. 

This War Memorial was refurbished and dedicated to the memory of 

J G P    L/Cpl James Gordon Phillips 
H F H   Captain Hermann Fritz Hübbe 

R E M  Petty Officer Raymond Ernest Murphy 
B H F   L/Cpl Benjamin Herbert Franklin 

E A J    Pte Alan Edgar Johnson 
H Y C   Lt Herbert Youngman Collison 

E T S    Lt Edward Talbot–Smith 
 

LEST WE FORGET 

Meredith Ide 

Celebration of 80 years of The Pioneers Association            
of South Australia (PASA) 

The Pioneers Association of South Australia was established in 1935.       
Inaugural members were, for the most part, grandchildren of those who 
made the long journey to seek a better life in the Province of South Australia. 
The purpose of the Association was to promote awareness and knowledge 
of the early history of this state including the personal histories of those early      
settlers. 

A new limited edition book by Cheryl Williss is an         
extensive history of PASA’s first 80 years. It is available 
for purchase only from the Association’s  office at 23-25 
Leigh Street Adelaide. The cost is $35 if collected in   
person ($48 inclusive of postage within Australia). If more 
than one copy is ordered through the Burnside Historical 
Society, delivery is free to a Burnside address. 
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Walker’s King Violet Farm  

Unveiling of interpretive sign  
5 September 2015 

 

Geoffrey Bishop from the East Torrens Historical Society, and researcher 
for this project, spoke to a group of about 40 people - descendants of two 
of the violet farm owners (the Walker and Dainty families), local residents 
and others from historical societies, who gathered on Old Norton Summit 
Road for the unveiling of the interpretive sign. The sign was unveiled by 
Jan Loveday, local Councillor and Deputy Mayor of Adelaide Hills Council. 

The East Torrens district was well-known for its fruit and vegetable crops – 
‘the food basket of Adelaide’ (Geo. Sutherland writing in the 1890s). Cut 
flowers were also grown as a cash crop and one of the more unusual 
flowers grown was violets. As a late winter to early spring flowering plant it 
was a season when life was quiet in the garden. Just as well, as it’s a 
labour intensive crop. 

Third Creek and environs was the local hub of violet growing, although 
violets were also grown at Norton Summit, Basket Range and Ashton [and 
Waterfall Gully - Ed.]. The proximity of the Old Norton Summit Road 
plantings enabled them to open to ‘pick-your-own’ sales. 

A short botanical introduction to the plant is useful. Violets belong to a 
large group of plants that include violas and pansies. Viola odorata, Sweet 
Violet, is from European and has various cultivars. Other Viola species 
(e.g. Whites and Palma) were grown but none were as popular as the 
large blue flowered (royal purple) variety known as King Violet. 
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The sign commemorates Walker’s King Violet Farm but also recognises 
other violet farms. The farms, starting from Norton Summit end were: 

1. William Walker at Rockdale (Rock Tavern property) 

2. Jones family at The Violet Farm                                                      
(later operated by the Dainty family) 

3. Walker’s King Violet Farm 

4. Flavel’s Morialta Violet Farm (bought from William Walker) near the 
entrance to Morialta Reserve. 

Violet farms were popular from about 1900 to 1960. Dates are uncertain for 
all of the growers. E. H. Hallack, writing in 1891, makes no mention of violet
-growing but he does refer to flowers grown near Crafers for perfume          
production. William Walker pioneered violet growing on steep hillsides at 
Rockdale. It was first mentioned in the media in 1910 when he had 2 acres 
in production. Governor Sir Day Hort Bosanquet’s daughters Alicia and   
Beatrice visited and “expressed their pleasure at what they saw”. 

The violet farms operated as ‘pick your own bunches’ – a very popular 
weekend pastime and Tourist Bureau tours and social clubs would visit. 
This is hard to appreciate these days (not a screen in sight!). Popularity 
grew enormously after the introduction of Violet Day in remembrance of 
those killed in the Great War of 1914-18. The first Violet Day was held        
2 July 1915 with the Centenary of the event held this year. Violet Day was 
the inspiration of Mrs Alexandra Seager, whose son was killed in Gallipoli. 
Bunches of violets and badges were sold in aid of the Cheer-Up Society. 

The interpretive sign primarily commemorates the violet farm operated by 
William Walker’s sons, Fred and Alf, from about 1919 and subsequently by 
Alf and his sons, Keith and Ray. At its peak they cultivated 9 acres of violets 
in numerous patches, many on the steep hillsides. Piles of stones indicate 
where the plantings were. 

In the 1950s bunches sold for 2/6 and each bunch contained about 60 
stems. In June 1953 Ray’s market book records they sold 55 dozen   
bunches – that’s around 39,600 flowers! 

Many older Adelaideans remember visiting the violet farms, generally as a 
Sunday family outing. It was common for visitors to take the tram to the 
Magill terminal and walk from there to Walker’s property (about 2 miles). 
Our late member Bunty Bonython recalled the perfume wafting from       
Flavel’s violet farm at the entrance to Morialta Reserve across to Romalo 
Avenue, Magill, where her family lived. 
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The interpretative sign project began in 2010, shortly before Ray Walker’s 
death. It has been a great community project with lots of different groups 
and individuals contributing. Geoffrey and Jan Loveday acknowledged the 
contributions to the project by Barbara Ashmore (Ray Walker’s daughter), 
Snow Walker of Kadina and descendants of W.J. Jones and Ernest Dainty. 
Funding for the project came through grants from Adelaide Hills Council, the 
Historical Society of South Australia, East Torrens Historical Society and  
private donations. Others who contributed their time and expertise include 
David and Cathy Hersey (project management and more); Sandy Edwards, 
Mack Wilson, Sue Vardon and others for site preparation and replanting; the 
Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure for use of the site; and 
Jeanette Moore for the wonderful graphic design work (she also designed 
the Bell Yett interpretive sign at Wattle Park).  

This sign is located only a few kilometres from the Tower Hotel on the north 
side of Old Norton Summit Road in a parking bay. It is worth a look.  

Geoffrey Bishop and Meredith Ide 

 

St Austell, Kensington Gardens: Open Gardens SA 
History of House and Garden 

 

The grand house and the extensive gardens of St Austell at 364 Glynburn 
Road are almost hidden behind a high cypress hedge which cocoons the 
property from the busy road beyond and gives a lovely sense of serenity and 
seclusion within. 

The house was built in 1927, Carolean in design (Charles II), an               
architectural and decorative style which had a revival period in the 1920s. 
There were only three previous owners before the current owners purchased 
the property in November 1968. Mr Simon ‘Binks’ Harvey was the original 
owner. He was a timber merchant from St Austell, Cornwall and the house 
was named after his birthplace. He had previously built a number of beautiful 
houses in the prestigious Victoria Avenue, Unley Park.  

The younger Mrs Harvey’s lavish lifestyle impacted on their financial position 
and in 1934 St Austell was sold to Mr Frederick Basse. Both Harvey and 
Basse were keen amateur ornithologists (Basse was the Chair of the Zoo 
Council) and some aviaries remain on the southern boundary adjacent to the 
garage.  
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The third owner was Mr Robert Lee, a successful publican with a love of 
sport and entertaining. The Lee family owned the racehorse Comic Court 
and it is understand that the proceeds from his Melbourne Cup win helped 
finance a number of improvements including the construction of the tennis 
court and the swimming pool. At one time the pool house and adjoining 
buildings also housed birds and the area now occupied by a huge pool was 
one cage! The first successful breeding in captivity of a native bird 
(Emblema finch) occurred here. The Lees also installed the pedal operated 
glass washing machine seen in the tennis pavilion. 

Only this year did the current owners discover that the house had a name.  
A descendent of previous owners came across the name plate St Austell 
and kindly returned it. It is now restored to its original position. In 1968 when 
the current owners moved in, the neighbouring property on Glynburn Road 
to the north was part of St Austell. The drive began on Glynburn Road as it 
does now, but swept across the front of the house and out through another 
set of gates still used by the neighbours. In the 1970s the land was         
subdivided and the drive assumed its current configuration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Austell today 
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The garden then was park-like with expansive lawns and many huge trees 
including conifers. There were a trio of cedar trees (Cedrus atlantica) on the 
original front lawn – one is still there, another died and the third can be seen 
in the northern neighbour’s garden.  

Apart from the tennis court, swimming pool and outbuildings, the house sits 
amidst nearly two acres of beautifully maintained ornamental and productive 
gardens as well expansive lawns, a small orchard, tall trees, hedges,       
historic (but sadly now empty) bird aviaries. The gravel drive is bordered by 
garden beds crammed with roses and an assortment of other pretty         
perennials.  

Growing productive plants is the priority and while there are several areas 
dedicated to vegetables, elsewhere throughout the garden herbs and     
vegetables have been planted or have just popped up amongst the         
flowering plants. The owners have always been keen on growing vegetables 
and fruit as well as ornamental plants and flowers for picking. Several years 
ago they made the decision to stop using chemicals and instead use only 
organic products. 

There is an outstanding collection of fruit and nut trees – apples, pears,   
citrus, avocados, macadamias, olives, persimmon, pomegranates, quinces, 
medlars, almonds – and in some instances several varieties of each. All  
produce well but in 2015 the avocado crop numbered in the hundreds.     
The garden bed to the right of the drive just inside the front gate is newly 
planted with Mediterranean plants which hopefully will only need occasional 
watering.  

In February 2014 a huge storm swept through Adelaide with the Burnside 
Council area experiencing tornado-like winds. A huge gum growing between 
the aviaries and the house was uprooted and landed on the single storey 
section of the house. Major repairs to the house and resurrection of the gar-
den have only recently been completed. 

The huge River Red Gum on the footpath outside St Austell is believed to 
be around 300 years old and is one of the largest on the Adelaide Plains. 
There were once many similar gums in the area – in fact Hans Heysen is 
believed to have painted one of his early works in nearby Kensington Gar-
dens. 

Adapted from Australian Garden History Conference St Austell notes 

For more information visit opengardensa.org.au.  

 

opengardensa.org.au
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Migration of Harz Miners to South Australia 

The Harz Mountains are located in central northern Germany, south of  
Hanover and what was west of the border between the former East and 
West Germany. The word Harz is derived from the German meaning   
mountain forest. 

Reasons for miners to leave the Harz 

In the Harz Mountain area between 16th century and early 20th century the 
main occupation was mining. By the late 18th century the government-
owned mines were having economic difficulties due to falling prices of silver, 
lead and copper ore. The mines had also reached great depths which 
meant that raising the ore to the surface became very expensive. In some 
mines it took miners two hours to reach the area being mined and another 
two hours to return to the surface! Water that had to be drained from the 
workings was also a problem. Long underground tunnels up to 26km in 
length were constructed to carry the water out of the mines as was a kind of 
lift to assist miners reaching the work area and the first wire rope. 

Between 1825 and 1846 the population had increased from 25,000 to 
30,000. The government mines allowed only one family member to work in 
the mines. Other males had to find alternative employment, such as road 
work or forest work, which did not pay as well or have as many privileges. 

The pull factor to South Australia 

Meanwhile in South Australia in 1846 a syndicate had purchased the Wheal 
Gawler Mine at Glen Osmond and appointed Mr Henkel, an experienced 
mine captain from the Harz, to work the mine under Mr HC Stakeman who 
had became the manager. This first group of emigrants from the Harz to SA 
were a group of 16 -20 miners under the leadership of Eduard Henkel. They 
left the Harz in 1846, Henkel with his wife and child in the cabin on the  
Pauline and the remainder of the miners with their families on the Patell. 

Names of miners in this group included Bohm, Bremer, Degenhardt,      
Dunemann, Eisele, Koch, Lienert, Mai, Nagel, Parthier, Philip, Rehbein, 
Schlinker, Scheffel, Scholl, Schunke, Thanert, Tronier,Unger and Woltmann. 

Mr Christian L Meyer, merchant and consul for the Kingdom of Hanover, 
was also a passenger in the cabin on the Patell. The Wheal Gawler         
produced silver and lead ore, while the Harz mines produced silver, lead 
and copper ore. Some 300 tons of ore were produced between 1846 and 
1849 at the Wheal Gawler mine. This mine was responsible for the first ore 
exported from Australia.  
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In 1848 one of this first group of miners urged his brother to migrate to South 
Australia and had requested assistance of Oelrichts, a shipping agent in   
Bremen. Apparently Oelrichts was willing to transport migrants for a small 
down-payment and then the rest of the money was collected in Australia. 

Government Assistance 

The Kingdom of Hanover and local authorities in the Harz decided in 1848 
that in order to improve the economic situation they would encourage         
emigration. The government decided to grant financial aid as an interest-free 
loan to finance the emigration. The consul of the Kingdom of Hanover to 
South Australia, Mr C L Meyer, was in Bremen when the decision was made. 
He offered to help the emigrants, and was willing to collect the interest-free 
loans for a small consideration. He also gave a glowing description of South 
Australia. 

“The Americas and Australia were the considered locations. South Australia 
was picked as the preferred destination - passage to South Australia was 
cheaper than to Galena, Illinois, USA. In 1848, during two campaigns in     
October and November, around 300 persons from the Harz went to South 
Australia. Two thirds of them were women and children. Many of the male 
emigrants gave their occupation as miner, but a lot of them in reality had 
been barber, shoemaker, roadworker and the like.”  

The Burra mine had also recently been discovered and guaranteed work 
there meant that loans could be repaid sooner. 

Between March 1848 and January 1855, 1100 emigrants from the Harz had 
come to South Australia on 14 different ships.   

When some of the miners in Zellerfeld saw that fellow miners whose homes 
had burnt down had been assisted to migrate, they decided that since they 
had been unable to sell their homes they would also set their homes alight. At 
Easter 1854 101 homes were deliberately set alight. The Hanoverian       
Government sent a shipping agent from Hamburg to assist the homeless and 
unemployed miners to migrate. These miners signed an official application to 
migrate and agreed to repay money advanced to them.  

Most of the emigrants initially found work in mines in South Australia but the 
1850’s gold rush to Victoria saw many of them go to the goldfields to try their 
luck there. 

 

 



 18 

 

 

On 26
th
 February 1853, in a letter written to the Royal Hanover Mining Office 

in Claustal by Noltenius, Meyer and Company from Adelaide, it was          
explained that several outstanding debts had not been repaid. Some          
emigrants were making monthly or two monthly repayments of £1 or £2 whilst 
others had refused to pay, despite the fact that they had brought back from 
the diggings between £200 and £700 each.  

The reason the Kingdom of Hanover stopped supporting this emigration was 
twofold. By 1855 more than 2000 had left for overseas and the local          
authorities feared a lack of workers. Secondly, only a few of the migrants had 
paid back their loans. Altogether the Ministry of Finance had spent 72,000 
thaler and during six years had received 2,500 thaler back!   

Some descendants of these Harz Miners are still engaged in mining in     
Australia, but the majority have various occupations, everything from farming 
to CEO’s and the public service. 

Shirley Kalisch 
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National Senior Volunteers Awards 

BHS President Meredith Ide presented    

volunteer service awards to several Society 

members at the August meeting.              

(not pictured, Anne Both)  

Left: Margaret Beare with BHS President 

Meredith Ide (photo: Geoffrey Treloar) 

Below: Meredith with award recipient Glen 

Cowley and his grandson Cameron Brown 

(photo: Sharan Northcott) 

Colin Harris             

(photo: Sharan Northcott) 

Kate Chattaway accepts an award on 

behalf of her mother, Hazel Newton

(photo: Sharan Northcott) 
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Coorong Dreaming 

 
Society members who were part of our  
Coorong regional tour in 2014 will be interested to 
learn of a fine new historical novel Salt Creek  
by Lucy Treloar (Picador, 2015). Although this is  
Treloar’s first published novel, she is a highly  
accomplished writer who has already been  
recognised in literary awards and Salt Creek has  
been greeted with literary acclaim at both  
national and state levels. 
 

The novel opens in 1855 on the southern reaches 
of the Coorong where the Finch family is             
attempting to restore its fortunes after successive 
business failures in and around Adelaide. The   
family are Quakers and Stanton, the patriarch,    

appears to be a sensitive and kindly man who wants to avoid conflict and 
bloodshed in his dealings with the resident Aboriginal people, the traditional 
owners of the Coorong. However, as the story progresses a darker side of 
the man emerges and it becomes clear that he will allow nothing to stand in 
the way of his quest to restore his standing in South Australian society. His 
older sons are even more ruthless and it is left to his daughter Hester to 
maintain any sort of moral compass for the family.  

There is no fairy-tale ending to the story. The country is remote and harsh 
and it is apparent from the outset that the Finch family’s farming efforts will 
fail. Along the way the Indigenous people suffer some terrible outrages and 
the family itself becomes torn apart by the tensions between the brutal       
realities of pioneer farming and the finer sensibilities of Quaker teaching and 
tradition. At the human level it is an engrossing story, beautifully crafted. 

At the historical level it is equally compelling for the story is inspired by the 
Hack family, specifically John Barton Hack and his family. The author, Lucy 
Treloar, is herself a descendant of JB Hack and a distant cousin of Iola Hack 
Mathews who has written a scholarly biography of the Hack family and its 
time in South Australia (Chequered Lives: John Barton Hack and Stephen 
Hack and the early days of South Australia, Wakefield Press, 2013). Indeed it 
was Iola Hack Mathews and her stories of the family who inspired Lucy     
Treloar to write this novel.   
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Society members who were on the Coorong tour last year will recall that we 
journeyed to Parnka Point, where the Coorong narrows dramatically, and 
looked across the waters to Younghusband Peninsula where John Barton 
Hack had established his dairy in the late 1850s. In the course of our travels 
we also talked of some of the tragedies of the Coorong, including the wreck 
of the brigantine Maria and subsequent murder of its passengers and crew, 
and the murder of Jane McMenimen at Salt Creek by the notorious Malachi 
Martin. These historical figures and incidents (and more) find a place in    
Treloar’s novel, although in an author’s note she states that the Hack family 
was not the model for her Finch family. This is a little disingenuous, because 
although there are many obvious differences there are also many parallels. 

Be that as it may, this is a fine historical novel and I highly recommend it to all 
Society members with an interest in our early colonial history and a love of 
the Coorong. 

Colin Harris PSM 

 

 

 Bus Tour of Yankalilla and Normanville 
Sunday 11 October 2015 

 

The Burnside Historical Society again lived up to its enviable reputation for 
well-organised bus tours when 30 people enjoyed the above trip with 
transport provided in a most luxurious coach from Woodside Coachlines, with 
owner-driver Roger. Despite the rather overcast sky when we departed at 
approximately 8.45 am from the Burnside Council carpark, our enthusiasm 
was high with anticipation of the treats in store for us. We were not disap-
pointed. We were also conscious that the area we were visiting was part of 
the traditional land of the Kaurna people, who lived there for thousands of 
years. 

The theme of our tour was When the Fleurieu Peninsula was the bread    
basket of the colony. Copies of informative leaflets/maps were distributed on 
the bus so that we were aware of the background of the scenic and historical 
landscape through which we passed. Our first stop was at Old Noarlunga for 
a welcome morning tea (breakfast for some of us!). Then, after being so    
fortified, we resumed our journey to Yankalilla, where we were privileged to 
be joined by our guide Dr Margaret Morgan, who has a Ph.D. on historical 
topics. She is currently the Secretary and Archivist of the Yankalilla and    
District Historical Society Inc. 
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Settlers began arriving in the area in 1842, the District Council of Yankalilla 
was proclaimed in 1854, and in 1857 Yankalilla was declared a township.  
Among the significant historic sites at Yankalilla, Dr Morgan showed us the 
Manna Farm, the first land grant in the area in 1842, where some 40 acres 
of wheat were grown in 1844.   

Then on to Bungala House, where the Butterworth brothers operated a flour 
mill on an adjacent block. Again the theme of our tour (mentioned above) 
was evident in the cottages still remaining along Main Street when Yankalilla 
was a prosperous township due to the wheat-growing industry in the district.   
Among the buildings of the 1850s which drew our attention were the   
Yankalilla Hotel, Yankalilla Institute, and Christ Church. Another reminder of 
past history was the site of the first Josephite convent and school opened by 
Saint Mary MacKillop in 1867, now a private home. 

Then on to lunch at the Yankalilla Hotel, where we mixed and mingled over 
an appetising meal, before setting out on the afternoon section of our safari 
which took us to Normanville. We learnt that Normanville is named after 
Robert Norman, who arrived in Adelaide in 1844 and was the first dental  
surgeon in the then colony. He also eventually owned approximately 800 
acres in the Normanville area and established a number of private and   
public buildings, including the Normanville Hotel and Normanville Store. 

Many of us who knew the history of the Normanville Jetty remembered  
childhood holiday experiences when the jetty was in its original splendour. 

After leaving Normanville and heading homewards we made a short detour 
to view the wall of the Myponga Reservoir, but we could not cross the wall 
because of its load limitations. 

The thanks of all on this enriching bus trip – where we experienced historic 
sites as well as scenic beauty – go to the Burnside Historical Society     
Committee, and to our group leader for the occasion, President Meredith 
Ide, who made sure that we were all looked after in every possible way. 

Elizabeth Rogers OAM 
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2015 Meeting Reviews 

Edward Meade Bagot: ‘We ne’er shall look upon his like again’                                     
Monday 15 June  

Speaker Sally Hopton (nee Bagot) is a daughter of Richard Neetle Bagot and 

the great granddaughter of Edward (Ned) Meade Bagot, who was second 

son of Captain Charles Harvey Bagot. Charles stated, ’I was the eleventh of 

twelve blessings with which my worthy mother presented my father at       

Nurney’ (Ireland). Sally referred to some other members of the family of  

those twelve children. She was encouraged to write the Bagot history and 

used the memoir written by Charles Bagot (aged 63) in 1851, family records 

and Trove to tell Ned’s story. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Ned’s early life in County Clare, Ireland, Edward Meade (Ned) Bagot 
migrated to South Australia with his father in 1840. Soon after his arrival 
Charles became involved in copper mining at Kapunda, but his business   
interests subsequently turned to pastoralism and in 1860 he set up a stock 
and station business at Kapunda. In 1843 a deposit of copper was found near 
the head station, now known as Koonunga, by his youngest son Samuel and 
Francis Dutton. With practical skill and common sense Captain Charles     
Bagot opened a mine in the wilderness.  

 

Lithographic sketch from an          

unidentified newspaper of the ‘late 

E.M. (Edward Mead) Bagot 

(State Library Ref No SLSA B-26910) 
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The miners of Kapunda certainly valued Bagot’s work on their behalf. When 
he retired in 1859, they presented him with a handsome silver cup, now in the 
Kapunda museum. Part of the inscription reads, ‘to mark their appreciation of 
those exertions which have characterised his public and private career, to the 
energy and perseverance displayed during the 16 years that have elapsed 
since the opening of the  Kapunda Copper Mine’.  

Ned was multitalented. In 1870 he won the contract for construction of the 
southern portion of the Overland Telegraph Line. He was a stock agent and 
was involved in cattle droving and exploration in New South Wales and the 
Northern Territory and owned various properties. In 1872 Ted, Ned’s first son 
with Mary Pettman, aged 27 with his half-brother James Churchill Smith, 
aged 21, spent 12 months driving a herd of cattle from Kapunda to Dalhousie 
Springs and stocked the first Northern Territory cattle station. Ned leased  
Undoolya, stretching from the MacDonnell Ranges east to Ross River, a total 
of 1489 square kilometres.  

Sally mentioned Ned’s bankruptcy. Notwithstanding, Edward Meade (Ned) 
Bagot was a well-known and widely respected identity in colonial South   
Australia. Ned died in mysterious circumstances in 1886. After a large-scale 
search over ten days his body was discovered on the ledge of a quarry at 
present day Pooraka. Sally referred to sketchy newspaper reports, the       
funeral and subsequent inquest. Sally carried out much research to uncover 
this rich history of her family. She has a deep interest in history as        
demonstrated in her membership of The Pioneer Association of South       
Australia, of three historical societies and as Archivist of Girl Guides SA.  

Meredith Ide JP 

 

 

South Australia’s Architecture Museum                                    
Monday 21 September  

This address was the third that Associate Professor Christine Garnaut has 
delivered to the Society and it was delivered in her trademark scholarly   
fashion. 

After an overview of architecture museums around the world Professor    
Garnaut moved on to explain the origins of South Australia’s Architecture  
Museum, tracing its beginnings to a private collection amassed by             
architectural historian Donald Johnson from the mid 1970s onwards.  In 1990 
he donated the collection to the School of the Built Environment at the South 
Australian Institute of Technology, the latter becoming in due course part of 
the University of South Australia. 
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The Johnson collection is now the core of the Museum which is housed in a 
purpose-built facility at the City West campus of the University. At its heart 
are over two hundred thousand paper items, mostly relating to architecture of 
the 20th century. Over twenty five thousand of these are architectural      
drawings, many of great historical interest. Also included are 35 mm slides, 
drafting tables and associated equipment, books (including trade journals) 
and ephemera. With one exception, architectural models are not held. The 
exception is the 1938 model of the King William Street Savings Bank Building 
of SA, the instantly recognisable inspiration for the tin money boxes that most 
of us assiduously added pennies to in our childhood. 

Most of the current users of the Museum are locally (SA) based, but with the 
collection able to be searched online (and now linked to the National Library 
of Australia’s Trove search-site) this pattern of use is changing in the         
direction of increased interstate and overseas use. The Museum has carried 
out some commissioned histories of South Australian architectural firms and 
partnered with other organisations to present joint displays, but it does not 
currently have gallery space of its own. 

In the course of addressing questions from the floor Professor Garnaut drew 
attention to one of the fundamental difficulties associated with our increasing 
storage and use of digital data. As both software and hardware continue to 
change (rapidly) the readability of stored digital  data becomes a serious   
issue, forcing constant (expensive) changes to technology and the forced  
migration of data from one digital platform to another. 

The Architecture Museum is open to visitors and researchers and detailed 
information about it is available on-line at http://unisa.edu.au/business-
community/arts-and-culture/architecture-museum/. 

Colin Harris PSM 

 

http://unisa.edu.au/business-community/arts-and-culture/architecture-museum/
http://unisa.edu.au/business-community/arts-and-culture/architecture-museum/
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About Burnside 

The Burnside War Memorial Hospital on Kensington Road was established 
after the Second World War and was intended to be both a community     
hospital and a memorial to those who served in the two World Wars.  

To this end, a register was compiled of those men and women from Burnside 
who served in the wars. The register is on display in the foyer of the hospital. 

Source: 150 facts about Burnside 

SUBS RENEWALS FOR 2015/2016 
 

All subscriptions fell due on 1 April this year: the amount is unchanged from last 

year. Memberships may be paid at our monthly meetings, by direct bank transfer, or 

posted to the Treasurer, Richard House, at the Society’s address indicated on the 

inside back cover. 

Subscription Payments by Direct Bank Transfer 
Burnside Historical Society subscriptions can be paid by direct bank transfer.   
 
Bank Name BankSA Account Name Burnside Historical Society 
BSB   105  086 Account No  330298840 
Your Name  Ensure that this field shows your name clearly 
Amount  $25 for a single member or $37 for a family members. 
Message/Reference  Please also enter your name in this field 
 

Please never pay your subscription as an over the counter deposit.  
  

The Society welcomes donations made by members. These extra contributions to 

our funds will be put to good use in our ongoing projects to record the history of the  

City of Burnside.  
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Burnside Historical Society Inc. 

PO Box 152 Glenside SA 5065 

OBJECTIVES - The objectives of the Society shall be: 

 To arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian 
and South Australian history and, in particular, the history of the City of   
Burnside 

 To promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of works, 
source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside History 

 To co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia 

 To do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment of 
any of the above objectives. 

 

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 2015-16 

President:  Meredith Ide JP    8365 3049  

Vice-President: Vacant  

Public Officer: Meredith Ide JP    8365 3049           

Secretary:         Vacant   

Treasurer:  Richard House OAM  0403 774 596 

Committee:  Anne Both, Dr Ross Both, Judy Fander, Ally Preiss, David Rogers, 

                           Geraldine Treloar 
    

Newsletter Subcommittee  

Judy Brown (compiler), Colin Harris PSM, convenor and co-editor with Elizabeth 
Rogers OAM 

Contributors:  Apart from the Newsletter Subcommittee, we are fortunate to 
have members who contribute and their names appear with articles in the relevant 
issues. 

Distribution Organiser Shirley Sumerling 8364 3505 

Program Subcommittee: Meredith Ide (Chair), Ally Preiss, Anne Both  

Plaques Subcommittee: Meredith Ide (Chair), Colin Harris PSM,                    
Ken Lawson (co-opted) 

Mines Subcommittee: Dr Ross Both (Chair), Meredith Ide,                                  

                                      David Monceaux (co-opted)       

                           

Publicity: Meredith Ide 

Recorders: Ross Both, David Monceaux 
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Disclaimer 
Views and opinions expressed in articles in the Newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Burnside Historical Society Inc. While every effort is 
made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed, responsibility is not accepted for 
any errors they may contain that are out of the Society’s control. 

The Privacy Act 
A member’s personal information collected by the Society, for example name, 
address and telephone number, will only be used for forwarding of the 
Newsletter and relevant information concerning the Society.  The information will 
not be shared, sold or given to any third party without the member’s consent.   

Any e-mails will be treated as above.  However, any information sent by e-mail 
will be at the sender’s risk and the Society will not be held responsible for any 
unintended use or disclosure of this information. 

Front Cover: 

The planting of the Lone Pine by Nick Smyth and City of Burnside 
Mayor David Parkin at Kensington Gardens Reserve. Read full story 
on page 9. 

The Society gratefully acknowledges annual grant funding from the City 
of Burnside to help support the production of this Newsletter.  


