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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

PROGRAM 2007

This issue contains the varied program of interesting activities being planned for
2007 by the hard-working Program Subcommittee. More information will be
advised in future Newsletters.
As this is the last issue of our quarterly Newsletter for 2006, thanks go to all
those who help in so many ways regarding its production and distribution.
Without the help of all the individuals involved in their respective voluntary
roles, the Newsletter would not eventuate.

The program for 2007, as at the time of printing this Newsletter, is indicated
below.
Do remember to always check the program in each Newsletter as there are
occasions, due to circumstances beyond our control, when dates and/or
speakers change from those printed in an earlier issue - and additional
events may be included.

Items for the Newsletter are always welcome and may be posted to the address on
the inside back cover, handed in at meetings or emailed to the editor
elainesmyth@aol .com

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and happy Christmas period and
looking forward to your involvement in the Newsletter in 2007.

Monday January 15, 2007
11.00 am - 12.30 pm

Elaine Smyth (Editor)
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Town Hall Garden Cafe
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TOUR OF ADELAIDE TOWN HALL
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Our guide will be well known local historian and educator
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Glen Woodward
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who will unveil the past and the mysteries of this magnificent heritage
building.
If you would like to join the tour and/or book for lunch please
complete the enclosed form and post to:

A warm welcome is extended to our new member David Mcinnes.

Peter Davies, 37 Kyle St Glenside 5065

By Jan 1, 2007.
Front Cover: Pekina Hotel c.1950. Courtesy of John Mannion No Place Like
Pekina - a story of survival. 1999
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Monday 19 February, 8 pm
The Cromptons ofStony/ell and Stony/ell House
Speaker: John Crompton, AM
John will tell of his early years as a frequent visitor to Stonyfell House and about
the history of the Crompton family. He had the opportunity to experience the
lifestyle of the 19th century from a mid 20 th century perspective.

Monday 19 March, 8 pm
Burnside - Towards an Environmental History
Speaker: Colin Harris, PSM
Drawing on early sketches and paintings, and contemporary written accounts, Colin
will re-construct the Burnside district at the time of European settlement in 1836.
Aboriginal interaction with the land will be discussed and he will then look in some
detail at the profound changes resulting from European occupation and land use in
the area.

Monday 16 April, (AGM) 7.45 pm
S. T. Gill: Travelling the Frontier
Speaker: Ralph Grandison

In SA of the 1840s it was not difficult to find the pioneering frontier. It was easily
noticed about Adelaide, but as opportunity availed, Gill was lured much further afield. Here he captured in his watercolours the impact thrust upon the land and its
peoples. Gill possessed a good eye for landscape composition. His scenes are
definitive, which gives the searcher a good chance, 150 years later, of locating th e
actual site. In the case of the Horrocks Expedition, Gill not only related the trials
encountered, but translated what today is usually dashes on a map into a visual
reality.
·

Monday 21 May, 8 pm
Clement Lindley Wragge: Meteorologist and Eccentric
Speaker: Peter Adamson
Wragge was a typical eccentric, independently wealthy Victori an Englishman. He
specialized in - though is seem contradictory - numerous areas of natural science.
He donated a Museum and a collection to Stafford in England - sadly Stafford
demolished the two-story Museum and then lost the entire co ll ec ti on. According to
Inigo Jones he carried out the most arduous scientific feat in Engli sh history before
settling in Austraila as a meteorologist. He was the first perso n to give names to
weather disturbances.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
While I am sitting here thinking about writing this report, the special events
surrounding the celebrations of the 1501h Anniversary of the Burnside City Council
dominate my mind . At this stage they are in the future but when you receive this
Newsl etter, they will be in the past, but not forgotten.
Your Committee has been meeting with Darren Young, from the Burnside City
Council, who is the "Chief Organiser." He expressed his thanks to the BHS for the
excellent contribution that many of our members are making in the way of walks,
talks, bus tours, as ushers at the Commemorative Council Meeting to re-enact the
Proclamation of the City of Burnside and as monitors to answer questions and
guide people as they look through the display at the Old Council Chambers on
Glynburn Road. It is my pleasure to acknowledge these members as I refresh your
minds about these events.
Monday, August 14 th at 7 pm was the Proclamation and a reading of the first
Council Meeting Minutes by the Burnside Players (in costume), followed by two
addresses, - by the Mayor, Wendy Greiner, and a young person giving views on
Burnside today. The Historical Display was opened with food and drinks, and three
of our members, Sharan, Lucille and I were ushers.
Sunday, August 20 th , following the Ecumenical Church Service at St. David's
Ang~ican Church, the old Council Chambers was open and Peter and Wendy
Davies, John Clark and Pauline Hiscock were present to answer queries. There
were two tours by bus covering two sections of Burnside at 1.30 pm and 3 pm and
the leader for both tours was Richard House. At the same times, Margaret Preiss
and Margaret Rohde conducted historic walks of Burnside and Knightsbridge.
Many members have re-walked the trails as walked and printed some years ago by
Bl-IS, but which were out of date, and the new walks will soon be available on the
Council website, as well as in book form. Other contributions have been to check
facts for the "150 Facts about Burnside" which will be available in bookmarks.
This is only the beginning of celebrations which will span the next six months
I hope that your were able to enjoy some of the activities, of which there were more
than I have mentioned - the open day at Beaumont House for instance. Recently
your Committee has made a donation of $250 for the purchase of a garden seat and
small plaque that will be placed in the grounds.

Isabel Williams. OAM , JP
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THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN,
PORT AUGUSTA

ADELAIDE TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL
Monday 21 August 2006

Monday 18 September 2006
With the motto Labor Omnia Vincit (Work Conquers All) Adelaide Technical High
School was set up initially in 1897 to educate students in science subjects. The
mining industry was beginning to burgeon in this state and the classical education
on offer at the time did not fill the need for engineers etc. With money donated by
noted citizens such as Langdon Bonython and Professor Bragg, a Junior Technical
School was set up and offered free education to students (male and female) who
were able to fill the high entry standards. In the days of the old Qualifying
Certificate this meant students who were able to gain at least 625 out of 700 marks.
In 1903 the school moved into the Brookman Building on the corner of North
Terrace and Frome Road with 27 students. By 1914 there were 90 students. In 1918
the name changed to The Adelaide Technical High School. Education was still free
to all its students and was offered by the Council of the School of Mines and
Industries (SM&I).
Sidney Moyle who, in the eyes of many, was a man of vision, was Head Master
from 1919-1957. By the 1960's the school was overcrowded and a new school was
built in LeStrange Street Glenunga. That school still carried the name of Adelaide
Technical High School but came under the auspices of the Education Department.
In 1973 the name was changed to Glenunga High School , now Glenunga
International High School.
In 1988 the present Old Scholars Association was formed and by 1994 the need was
felt for the history of the school to be documented in the form of a book. Many
meetings and discussions were held (Charles acknowledged the great help given by
his wife, Margaret, in the form of endless suppers and much encouragement) and
eventually Bryce Kholer was given the task of pulling all the research together and
getting a manuscript ready for the publisher. This book, 'Adelaide Technical High
School. The Story 1897-1974' . by Bryce Kholer, published by Hyde Park Press, is
now available at $35. If you wish to purchase a copy you can contact Charles at 24
Allinga Ave Glenside.

A relatively small, but appreciative, audience was present to hear John Zwar, OAM
talk about his career in horticulture and his involvement in the origins and
development of the Arid Lands Botanic Garden at Port Augusta.
John trained in amenity horticulture at the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide and
subsequently worked at Leigh Creek, Papua-New Guinea's National Botanic
Gardens and at Port Augusta where he established the City's Parks and Gardens
Department. After 15 years at the latter, in the course of which he initiated an
outstanding greening of Port Augusta, John moved to the northern mining town of
Roxby Downs and spent a further 18 years there as a Horticulturalist and
Environmental Scientist. In 2005 John returned to Adelaide and is now a TAFE
lecturer at Urrbrae.
John began lobbying and working towards the establishment of an arid lands
botanic garden at Port Augusta from the early 1980s, but in spite of some initial
support for this visionary concept the necessary level of local government and
community support was not forthcoming until the late 1980s. The catalyst for
transformation of the project from a vision to a reality was a decision by the
Western Mining Company - at that time the operator of the large copper, gold and
uranium mine at Olympic Dam - to provide major sponsorship support. Significant
financial support from the Commonwealth Government, State Government and
local government (City of Pt Augusta) followed and with over one million dollars
committed from these sources serious development work commenced in the early
1990s.

Adelaide Technical High School produced many outstanding stud ents during its
lifetime. In 194 7, of the 21 honours students in the state, 15 were from Adelaide
Tech. We thank Charles Grimes for his recounting of th e sc hool' s history and his
reminiscences of his days as a student at the school. As a member of our Society,
and also a local pharmacist for many decades, Charles plans to give something back
to the School through the publishing of its history.
Mary Wilson

From the outset there was a strong desire to establish a centre of excellence and this
was reflected in not just the standard and maintenance of plantings, but also the
buildings and associated infrastructure. The centre piece of the complex is the ·
rammed earth visitor centre, an attractive building housing interpretative displays,
Board Room and a cafe. Solar power, rainwater collection and recycling of used
water complement the emphasis the centre has on environmental sustainability, a
theme which is central to the plantings - arid lands species well suited to the region
with its low rainfall and high summer temperatures. Located on the north western
outskirts of Port Augusta, the site still had a good cover of indigenous plants at the
time of establishment and the retention and blending of these with the new
plantings gives the Garden a maturity which belies its relatively short history. The
plantings also belie any lingering belief that arid lands native plants are drab and
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inpiring, with John showing many colourful images of foliage, form and flowers.
Among the specialty plantings are numerous Eremophila, showy plants perfectly
adapted to the harsh growing conditions of the Australian Outback.

A CELEBRATION OF OLDER AUSTRALIANS
Monday 16 October 2006

From comments at question time, and over supper at the close of the meeting, it
was obvious that a number of members who have not yet visited the Garden will be
adding it to their list as a result of John's lucid and informative talk.

Colin Harris

Did you Know?
•
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

Kensington Park, Kensington Gardens and Kensington are all named after the
London suburb.
There is a red gum tree on Glynburn Road at Kensington Gardens that is over
300 years old.
From 1881 to 1909, the East End Market Gardeners held an annual picnic at
Pile's Paddock, which later became Kensington Gardens.
When Kensington Gardens was being subdivided, the developers gave 40 acres
to the Tramways Trust in return for a guarantee that the Tramways Trust would
extend the tramway to the site and dedicate it as a public reserve. The resulting
park remained with the Tramways Trust for 24 years until it passed to the
Burnside Council in the 1930 's.
An annual sweet pea exhibition was held in Kensington Gardens Reserve from
1910 to 1920.
Adelaide's first electric tram was ope~ed in 1919 tO travel along Norwood
Parade, past Beulah Park. A couple of years later the line was extended to
Kensington Gardens.
The large bungalow at 40 East Terrace, Kensington Gardens, was built in 1911
for E W Holden, Managing Director of Holden and Frost. Holden was
responsible for negotiating the agreement with General Motors of the United
States, which resulted in the creation of General Motors Holdens Ltd.
61 Cuthero Terrace, Kensington Gardens, was the home of Alf Traeger,
inventor of the pedal operated wireless that revolutionised communications and
the provision of medical services in the Australian outback.
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Wyn Haseloff, an adjunct researcher in education at the University of SA has, over
the past 10 years, sensitively interviewed 300 older people to gather historic audio
materials. Her earlier background in Nursing has helped Wyn understand the
peopl e. The material was refined and co-edited with the interviewees before their
stories were ready for publication. Early in her talk Win quoted historian Geoffrey
Blainey, who said that present day Australians are young enough to be able to touch
the hem of our life history.
The spoken word and the written word cover reflections and recollections of Older
Australians, some as young as their eighties, through to people aged more than 100
years who have seen history as it was being made over a period of eleven decades.
These people showed Win that despite infirmity to some degree, they are capable of
expressing clearly their views on a wide range of topical subjects. They have the
ability to enrich our knowledge and understanding of important aspects of our
history and our Australian identity.
Wyn's stories included memories of pioneers; days of economic depression; village
and country life when district folk would bring their produce for sale without
restriction, on market day. She gathered folklore more potent than present day
'Reality Television'. For example, suburban life at the height of the 1930' s
depression; the hopelessness of unemployment and the futility of looking for work.
Even some well-educated men were brought down to leaving home, becoming
swagmen, and going on the road to look for work. They had on occasions to beg
for food and to sleep in cold goods sheds at railway stations. Medical treatment in
the country relied on home remedies such as kerosene for disinfectant.
Wyn told of the constitution of an early RSL Club, which stated that meetings had
to be held on the night of the full moon - so that the light from the fire and candles
were augmented by moonlight. Also, of stories from old Service Men: of a World
War I British 'Tommy ' who recalled the birds returning to look for their roosts in
the trees after a day of human battle in the Somme area; of how their brief evensong helped to restore the sanity of war-weary soldiers. Bill, a veteran of the
Palestine Campaign, among his war memories, mentioned the beautiful Australian
nurses who cared for the wounded. One of these former nurses, when interviewed
by Wyn, said that their experiences taught them to survive through adversity and
gave them a heightened sense of humanity and to live for the day. Then an
Australian soldier from World War II, called Frank: his most prized possession was
8

his Rats of Tobruk badge; .. "those few larrikins helped to keep us alive" he told
Wyn. Personal stories of childhood revealed that some children rode horse-back
for 10 miles to go to school. And one boy rode his bike 25 miles; he used his
ferrets to hunt rabbits, to sell for a few pence to neighbours in the suburbs.

BULLOCKIES, FARMERS & RAILWAY MEN
Weekend trip 26 & 27 August 2006 to the Mid-North of South Australia.

Wyn has already published two books on Older Australians Australians Yesterday
and Today and Memories - Making Sense of Life. The third in the trilogy should be
ready by mid next year.
)

)

Alan and Elizabeth Brooker

T he three themes of the exploratory tour were• T he "Copper Road" from Burra to Pt Wakefield 1849-1857.
• Peterborough as a service centre for the northern railway system until the
1960s.
• Cereal farming outside Goyder's Line of Rainfall in the 1870s.
Thirty three Historians travelled via the market garden town of Virginia to join the
old Copper Road at Balaklava, where the Patent Copper Co had built a bridge
(c 1850) on the then track, running south-west from the Burra Burra copper mines
and smelters to Port Wakefield. The "road" carried heavy bullock dray traffic (and
some mule teams) carrying ore and ingots to Port Wakefield for transhipment to
Port Adelaide and then overseas. Coal, timber, machinery and food were backloaded to Burra.

CITY OF BURNSIDE - 150th ANNIVERSARY
1856- 2006
On Monday 14 August 2006, a Special General Meeting of the Council was
convened in the Civic Centre Atrium to commemorate the City of Burnside's 150 th
anniversary. Invited guests included many former Council office-bearers, staff,
dignitaries, local identities and ratepayers.

With some 400 drays on the road every day, small settlements developed at the
larger camp sites. Mintaro (1845) on the outskirts of the fertile Clare Valley was
an important service centre for the bullock teams as well as a source of wheat,
flour, and fodder for the mines for over 25 years. Mintaro builders made good use
of slate from the renowned quarries. Most of the principal buildings including
Police Station, Institute, hotels, church, school, flour mill and cottages were
completed by 1860. We saw the use of slate for walls, floors, tanks, horse troughs
and roof shingles. Those structures, still in their original form, and mostly in good
condition, gave us a clear picture of the streetscape 140 years ago. The Magpie and
Stump hotel (1850) and the slate quarry (1854) were still trading.

The agenda included the reading of four extracts by The Burnside Players relating
to the City's establishment: Elizabeth Warburton's The Paddocks Beneath (1981):
Dudley Coleman & City of Burnside's The First Hundred Years (1956) : The
Proclamation of the DisJrict of Burnside, and the first Minutes of Council - 19
August 1856. The full Proclamation was included in the handout notes. It was a
lengthy document detailing the District's authority, its powers, boundaries and
officers.
The meeting ended with the launch of the excellent History Display by Mayor
Wendy Greiner, and the chance to browse around its many panels and artefacts. Of
particular value was a hand-out sheet 150 Facts about Burnside, most useful fo_r
future reference. The display was left standing for some months after the openmg,
for the benefit of local residents.

)

)

The celebrations lasted several weeks and involved contributions from and
participation by many different organizations.

Barbara Parker

Next stop was the head of the Copper Road , where we learnt that from 1850 to
1870 Burra was a major world producer of very rich ore; assaying up to 50%
copper. The separate Copper Company smelters were the second largest in the
world. Before the town was established, some 1500 Cornish miners lived in crude
and damp dug-outs in the banks of the creek until they could build their own typical
Cornish cottages, or afford to rent Company houses. The mines were progressive
in equipment and methods, having remarkably few accidents considering the scope
of their operations. The Company Secretary (Henry Ayers - later Premier of SA),
with his Directors and shareholders in distant Adelaide enjoyed receiving dividends
of 800%; but had very little interest in the welfare and especially the health of the
1200 men and boys employed in the mines, together with their families.
Travelling on through Hallett and the once important railway town of Terowie we
reached our overnight stop at Peterborough. This had been the hub of the
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northern narrow gauge railway system from 1881 until closure in 1991, with lines
to Broken Hill, Alice Springs, Port Pirie, Port Augusta (connecting to Perth), as
well as trans-shipment of passengers and freight to the broad gauge line from
Adelaide.
At the Railway Museum we saw old workshops, heritage carriages, steam
locomotives and the largest engine roundhouse in Australia. As the depot was at the
junction of three rail gauges, the roundhouse and its turntable had four rails laid so
that narrow, standard and broad gauge locos could use the same engine sheds and
workshops.

Pekina (pop. now 12, including john Mannion) still has a Pub, Institute, Store and
large Church with presbytery - once the seat of the Bishop of Port Pirie but now
down to a tiny congregation. Lunch at the pub completed a most enjoyable,
informative and well organised expedition for which our thanks go to David Rogers
and Barbara Parker.
Geoff Treloar

ECUMENICAL CHURCH SERVICE for 150th Anniversary
of Burnside City Council
Held at St David's Anglican Church
20 August 2006
Over the last two or three weeks I have checked the foundation stones on most of
the churches in the City of Burnside. It has prompted me to recall the words of a
song the Duke of Plaza Tarro sings in Gilbert & Sullivan's operetta, "The
Gondoliers" - "Foundation stone laying I find very paying, it adds a large sum to
my makings! " Although, of course, they were all laid by an eminent public figure
or a well-loved member of the congregation concerned. I've also gathered copious
amounts of facts and figures about them all, and after considerable pondering and a
few restless nights, decided that I had far too much information to use in these few
minutes, and therefore, I'm not using any of it! These are a few of my own
reflections.

Roundhouse, Peterborough Railway Museum
Sunday saw us further north in the Pekina district, guided by local historian John
Mannion. This once flourishing, but short lived cereal farming area, was established
outside of Goyder' s Line of Rainfall following railway development in the 1870' s,
and a belief that "rain follows the plough". Settlement increased following a decade
of good seasons which, inevitably in that area, were succeeded by rabbits, drought,
and erosion.
Numerous small farms and settlements have long ago been absorbed into pastoral
holdings, but extensive stone buildings and ruins remain. The abandoned hamlet of
Wynflete was a good example, with church and school buildings intact- the latter
complete with children's desks and lesson notes chalked on the blackboard .
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I have been at Knightsbridge Baptist Church all my life. I was the fourth of five
children born at home in Statenborough Street, about 500 metres from the Church
and after our marriage moved about 500 metres in the other direction and there I've
stayed . So I've been involved in just over half of that Church's history and been a
citizen of Burnside for just under half the period we are celebrating today. In 1924
my parents had moved to the city from Caltowie, where they were staunch
Methodists, but with a Baptist church nearby, commenced attending there.
But first, a little bit of history! Today the suburb of Knightsbridge has disappeared ,
but in 1848, a village was laid out - just about 50 acres - with Knightsbridge Road
running through the centre. A further development in 1880 opened up the land on
which the Church was to be built. At that stage there were just 44 houses in
Knightsbridge, so it must have seemed almost incongruous to the local residents
when they heard of plans to build the HUGE edifice that was to be the
Knightsbridge Baptist Church. There were just 14 foundation members and it is
testimony to their vision and faith in God that they accepted the architect's plan for
12

a building to accommodate 250 people with provision for a further 150 by adding a
mezzanine if required. (There 's still no mezzanine!) They had until this time been
meeting in the Burnside Council Chambers next door to this Church. The total
cost, including the land and furnishings, was £1 ,555 .3.8 of which £1 ,200 was
borrowed from the Baptist Association. In today's terms, this would be akin to the
present membership deciding to spend $1 ½-2 million on a complete rebuilding
programme. The first service in the new Church was held in May 1884,just two
months after the laying of the foundation stone! This debt was to prove a
monumental burden for the young Church over many years and yet the faith and
foresight of these few people must be admired as they struggled on.
Gradually as the congregation grew, these difficulties were overcome and the
Church began to flourish . So with the 122 nd anniversary of Knightsbridge Church
being celebrated next Sunday, the same building is still being well used.
By the time of my early involvement, these problems had been managed and much
of my life revolved around our Church programme. Our Sundays were spent in our
best clothes all day, starting with Christian Endeavour at 10.00 am, morning
worship at 11.00 am, Sunday School at 2.30 pm, perhaps some visiting and then
evening service at 7 o'clock. We memorized passages of Scripture, sat for
Scripture Exams 9 and misbehaved in Church from time to time) . One particular
exercise I learnt was to memorize the books of the Bible by fitting them into the
two sung verses of" Onward Christian Soldiers". It has been very helpful over the
years in finding all those minor prophet books in the Old Testament. (I won ' t sing
it now, but it really works!) Another thing I remember well during that time
actually occurred during Religious Instruction class at Burnside School where I
attended (and where our Mother taught for a time and our children and grandson
have attended). Pastor Reg. Burrows, from Burnside Christian Church, took the
class for some time (as did many other dedicated and patient souls from local
churches). He taught us to sing in Spanish '.'Jesus Loves Me", a testimony to his
many years of missionary service in Bolivia. I think every child in Burnside School
at the time could do the same.
Our teenage years were a joy and full of fun. There was a large youth group,
sporting teams affiliated with the United Church competition in Basketball (now
called Netball), Tennis, Table Tennis and plenty of music. We were very
privileged to have Peter Tillett grow up with us and, with his musical genius, we
were able to stage wonderful concerts - he introduced us to Gilbert & Sullivan already mentioned - in fact, we could do anything we chose in the line of music .
We had a flourishing choir when one had almost to queue up for an opportunity to
join, sing-songs in private homes after evening church and great excitement
preparing for the annual Sunday School Anniversary services each October with the
13

Sunday School picnic always held on the Labour Day holiday. Strong bonds of
friendship formed during those years still exist. Many of us found our life's partner
within that group and I was fortunate to be one of the number. Through all this we
were nurtured in Christian values and came to a strong faith in Jesus Christ.
Knightsbridge has been very involved in outreach over the years. During the war
years, 500 food parcels were dispatched in the "Food for Britain" programme.
Teams worked in the Meals on Wheels Kitchen, staffed the canteen at "Illoura"
Baptist Homes every Monday, Girls' Brigade, Boys' Brigade, Friendship Group
and our wonderful Play Centre with 65 families using the beautiful faciliti es four
days a week.
Several community groups regularly use the premises : Kuman, Stroke Support
Group , Parkinson 's Support Group, Chinese Christian Church and Christian Dance
Group , so the property is well and truly used.
And so we are all grateful to our forebears for their faith and vision in bringing us
to this point and we pray that God will continue to bless us as we work together to
serve Him and the community around us.
Berrill Grosser

A HISTORY OF KENSINGTON GARDENS
It is the child in me who now comes forth with memories of once upon a time:

Let no one say the past is dead,
The past is all about us and within.
As a child and for many years I lived on the other side of the tracks from the
Burnside District, that is, north of Magill Road , in Tranmere. In my childish
perception Kensington Gardens only began to emerge around the Kensington
Gardens Reserve and its surround leafy avenues. I have conjured up a few people
and places that came within its compass . These were St. Edward's Church, East
Terrace, Judy Whitby's dancing classes in the Congregational Church hall near the
Kensington Gardens Bowling Club: Ellerslie College, my first school, which in my
mind remains the focal point of the now vanished suburb of Corryton, and , on the
east of the old Burnside Road just north of Magill Road, (at the corner of II ford
Street, the first street behind the service station) , Buttery' s dairy.
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I shall dispose of the dairy first - the worst of all my memories: a shock, horror
place, with a back yard covered with layers of slush and cow manure. Fortunately
it was only on odd occasions that my mother sent me off for three penneth or six
penneth of cream. I'll never forget how reluctantly I set forth, with a mixture of
shyness and revulsion at the prospect before me. As I remember, there was a
veranda all around the house and a Moreton Bay or Port Jackson fig tree that
seemed to envelop the cowyard. No doubt inspectors made their periodic rounds,
as none of us suffered any ill effects from the delivery of milk that came by horse
and cart with the name Buttery emblazoned on its side.
St. Edward's Church became part of our regime when confirmation time came
around: not that we ever went to church as a family, and only one of my sisters and
I went through the ritual. Our other sister, like my father, was not one to toe the
line.
Our walk from Tranmere, from the northern end of Galway Grove, took us at least
25 minutes, via Orient road, Roslind Street, with its sugar gums, across Mahar
Street, skirting the back of Krantz's place, thence across paddocks. Krantz's, by
the way, had a large mulberry tree where we culled leaves for our silkworms.
At the time we attended St. Edward's Froggy Warren was Rector, (the Rev'd John
Warren), a kindly, amiable old gentleman who, because of failing eyesight, always
held the prayer book close to this nose. On the night of our confirmation by Bishop
Nutter Thomas, Froggy had to be prompted by the Bishop as he lost his place in the
service, but no one seemed to mind. It was just dear old Froggy. Our catechist was
Robert (to us, Rufus) Ray, later Canon Ray who became head of Pulteney Grammar
after he was Chaplain at St. Peter's Boys. He was all the rage with us girls, and
inspired me enough to win the prize for catechism (Ben Hur.) On one occasion the
Rev' d Guy Pentreath, Head of St. Peter's Boys gave the sermon, and he was
another whose voice so enthralled me that for the next week I went round intoning
Wordsworth's Ode on the Intimations of Immortality a la Pentreath ...
"There was a time when meadow, grove and stream ... "
Among those attending St. Edward's were the Welborne family, Alan, Roger and
Barbara; David, or was it John Wyly: also the Hodgetts family and a Mrs. Clarke.
Mr Hodgetts impressed me by always fluttering a 10/- note into the velvet
collection bag, while lesser mortals covertly dropped in 1/- or the odd threepence.
Mrs. Clarke, a trained singer from the Conservatorium, I'll never forget for her
magnificent rendering of Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty. When she came
to praising His Name in Earth and Sky and Sea, that sea seemed to hang in the air
and on the ear for the rest of the service.

Judy Whitby conducted a dancing class for girls. She was a member of the Wyly
family of K.G. and for the occasion always wore her professional black tunic and
stockings - a very bright and 'with it' person. Some of the Girton girls were in the
class, one of them Geraldine Jay, Dr Jay 's daughter who now, as Geraldine Halls, is
better known overseas than here as a novelist. I must mention here that the
Congregational Minister at the time was Mr Bradbury, an impressively built man,
with curly iron-grey hair, whose two daughters, Kathleen and Margaret, were
classmates at Ellerslie.
The school was about five minutes away from St. Edward's if one approached it
from the back paddock. There was only one house, a 1920's bungalow in sight, and
this, as it happened, was where my mother's cousins, Rita and Leo Thiselton lived
with their mother, Rose (nee Benjamin). Of Jewish descent she was a matriarch of
the old school, with a cameo brooch and matching earrings, who was never without
her silver-topped walking stick. Together they ran the Thiselton School of Dancing
at King's Ballroom, Carrington Street, a very sedate establishment.
Ellerslie was a Church of Christ Collegiate School, its Principal, the Rev' d Robert
Harkness, whom we called Harko. A tall lanky man, he was very approachable and
always ready to talk with us in the playground. He had a longish nose, sprouting a
few sparse hairs and whenever he laughed he attenuated fingers over his mouth, as
if to keep his dentures in place. Very versatile, he taught chemistry, geography,
botany, Scripture, of course, and English. For any misdemeanour we were given a
Psalm to learn off by heart to recite next day. Mine was the 91 st Psalm: He that
dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.
Among the teachers there was Phyllis Ham, who became Somerville, and wrote Not
only in Stone, a prize-winning centenary novel that was reprinted by the Wakefield
Press in 1986. Zara Nesbit, who taught history, whom for some unknown reason
we called Buzz, had a habit of pronouncing poetry as poietry. She was not
prepossessing in appearance, with plaited hair wound around in a top-knot, and she
wore what I call 'gentry' shoes, very finely cut, either a strap across or lace-ups.
When the school was taken over by Mrs. Bazley Brock in the 1930's, her two
children of a former marriage, Berry and Wilfrid Partridge, both taught on the staff.
Wilfrid we called Perdiz, Latin for partridge, and a born teacher he was. Only
recently he rang me while on a visit to see his daughter, Mem Fox who wrote
Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge (her father's full name), Possum Magic and
her latest, Koala Lou. After his marriage to Nan Brown - of Adelaide, I think - he
went to Bulawayo as a missionary and librarian, and now lives there.
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The layout of the grounds of Ellerslie was symmetrical, with a circular lawn
surrounded by rose bushes in front of the house, and beyond that, to the north, an
oval area with two Norfolk Island pines and other pine bushes facing each other.
Once a lawn, this had been converted into a tennis court. At the entrance on Magill
Road was a little summerhouse opposite some large carob trees, and along the
driveway a rosemary hedge, and a large pepper tree on the eastern bend, as I
remember.
The eastern side was out of bounds and here Harko kept his cow among the
remnants of an orangery. On the western side were fruit trees, and along the east
and west boundaries ran a row of olive trees. The old coach house, which was part
of the junior school, was to the south behind the house, and three loos, one for the
boys and one for the girls with the teachers' in between were screened by a trellis
intertwined with convolvulus. The coach house was very plain - built of bricks, I
think.
Along the porch at the back of the house trailed a sweetwater vine, laden in summer
with grapes which Harko distributed among us. At its foot was a well from which
he drew water in a bucket to fill the waterbag. It was the kind with a long spout
that we unhooked to fill our pannikins on a hot day.
Alison Dolling
Reprinted from the BHS Newsletter, Volume 9, No. 2, June 1989
Footnote: Rosemary Brown has requested that this article be included in memory of
Alison. The period in which Alison was writing about is probably the late 1920s
and early 1930s. (Editor)
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