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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
Because of space constraints in this issue, some items have been held over until 
the September Newsletter. They include reports of th e Geralka Rural Farm visit 
on 4 May, the talk on Cornish Migration to SA on 15 May, John Crompton ' s 
speech and poem at the unveiling of the Stonyfell Pl aque on 29 Apri l, and Elenore 
Trott's entertaining article giving more information on two of the cottages seen on 
the St Mark's College Walk in January, including a link with a local Burn si de 
cottage. Look for all of these - and more - in the September issue. 

Congratulations to office-bearers and other committee members elected at the 
recent AGM. Please read the inside back cover for election detail s. 
Elizabeth Rogers (Editor) 
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Views and opinions expressed in articles in the Newsletter do not necessa ril y 
reflect the views of the Burnside Historical Society Inc. Whil e every effort is 
made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed, responsibili ty is not accepted for 
any errors they may contain that are out of the Society's control. 

The Privacy Act 
A member's personal information collected by the Society, for example name, 
address and telephone number, will only be used for forwarding of the Newsletter 
and relevant information concerning the Society. The information will not be 
shared, sold or given to any third party without the member's consent. Any e
mails will be treated as above. However, any information sent by e-mail will be 
at the sender's risk and the Society will not be held responsible for any 
unintended use or disclosure of this information . 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
What an excellent morning we enjoyed for the unveiling of the 'Stonyfell 
House ' plaque on Saturday, 29 April 2006. The air was brisk and cool, 
but no rain. The trucks were rumbling along the road, but everyone dodged 
them as we listened to the speeches on one side of the road and then walked 
across to view the beautiful plaque with its historical story.* Our very 
supportive Mayor, Wendy Greiner, and John Crompton addressed us in 
recalling some of Stonyfell ' s colourful history, and then they unveiled the 
plaque together. # In attendance were many descendants of the Crompton, 
Clark and Martin families who continued their own celebration later in the 
day. Also present were some BHS members, Simon Bradley from the City 
of Burnside Council, who worked so willingly with our Secretary Sharan 
Northcott, and Councillor Jim Jacobsen. 

Now we need to project our thoughts and talents towards the Society ' s 
input for our Council's 150th celebrations which begin in August. We are 
liaising with Darren Young and Tracey Laws, Council Co-ordinators. 
Tours, walks, displays, talks and the upgrading of walking pamphlets are 
some of the activities in which we shall be involved. The celebrations will 
extend over a six-month period until Australia Day in January 2007, so we 
have much enjoyment ahead. If you have any ideas about the celebrations, 
please pass them on. 

Do you ever feel that you are 'boxed in' and wonder if you will surface and 
be able to say 'I have made it!'. I found the following delightful quotation 
a long time ago and, with all that is ahead of us, I decided that I might need 
it! : 
'When I am at all hassled about something, I always stop and ask myself what 
difference it will make in the evolution of the species in the next million years, 
and that question always helps me to get back my perspective.' 

We need the courage to believe in ourselves. 
I shall see you at our meetings . 
Isabel Williams, OAM, JP 

(Anne Wilson Schaef) 

* A copy of the wording of the plaque is elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

# Due to constraints of space in this issue, John Crompton 's informative address, 
including a nostalgic poem, has been held over until the next Newsletter. 



PROGRAM 2006 
The remainder of 2006 will continue to provide the stimulating array of 
activities always offered by our hardworking and energetic Program 
Subcommittee. Details of forthcoming events are indicated below. 

Do remember to always check the program in each newsletter as there are -
occasions, due to circumstances beyond our control , when dates and/or 
speakers change from those printed in an earlier issue - and additional 
events may be indicated. 

Monday 19 June 2006 at 8 pm 
Jetties of South Australia: Past and Present 
Speaker: Neville Collins 
-+ Please note the change of topic and speaker from that advertised in 

the March Newsletter. Our previously scheduled speaker for June, 
Win Haseloff, will now give her talk at our October meeting as 
indicated further in this Newsletter. 

Neville Collins was born at Ceduna and is a descendant of early settlers in 
the area. In 1958, Neville joined the SA Police where he served fo r nea rl y 
42 years, retiring with the rank of Superintendent. He is the author of a 
book about all the jetties built in SA (over 100 jetties at one time) . 
Neville ' s illustrated talk will give the history of jetties, methods of 

construction, and include particular jetties which hold special significance. 
Signed copies of his book will be available for sale on the nighl. 

Monday 17 July 2006, at 8 pm 
Understanding the Heritage Value of the Upper North · 
Speaker: Dr Peter Bell 
Our speaker's many qualifications include professional experience as a 
University lecturer in History, Archaeology, Architecture and 
Environmental Studies; as well as author of several books and numerous 
consulting reports, journal articles, and conference papers on the above 
subjects. His talk on the heritage value of the Upper North ofour State 
will provide interesting and relevant background info rmation prior to our 
planned weekend visit to that area in August 

Please see separate article in the Newsletter for details of the exc iting 
trip ahead for us. A booking form is also enclosed. 
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Monday 21 August 2006, at 8 pm 
A History of Adelaide Technical High School 
Speaker: Charles Grimes 

Charles, a member of our Society and also a local pharmacist for many 
decades, states that it took him 40 years to appreciate the school - and he 
now wishes to give something back - with his book on the history of 
Adelaide Technical High School - now Glenunga International High 
School. · 

Monday 18 September 2006, at 8 pm 
The Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta 
Speaker: John Zwar, OAM 

John trained in Amenity Horticulture at the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, 
then worked at Leigh Creek, Papua-New Guinea's National Botanic 
Gardens, and Port Augusta where he established the city's Parks and 
Gardens Department. After some 15 years, he was then employed as 
Horticulturist and Environmental Scientist at Roxby Downs for 18 years, 
and now is a Lecturer at T AFE, Urrbrae. John will speak on the 
development of the outstanding Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden at 

Port Augusta, which he proposed in 1981. His illustrated talk will cover 
early development, the role and management of the garden and its current 
status as a world-class display of Australian Arid Zone Flora. 

Monday 16 October 2006, at 8 pm 
A Celebration of Older Australians 
Speaker: Win Haseloff, M.Ed. 
-+ Please note that the previous Newsletter scheduled the above talk for June. 

It has now been moved to October due to circumstances beyond our control. 

Win, an adjunct researcher in education, University of SA, has recorded, 
co-edited and published the personal memories of older Australians. Her 
research counteracts ageist assumptions by using the stories of real older 
people and not the stereotypical images often attached to them. 

Monday 20 November 2006, at 8 pm 
A Visit to the Holy Land 
Speaker: Doug Kneebone 
This will be our final monthly meeting for 2006. More details in the next 
Newsletter. 
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WORDING OF STONYFELL HOUSE PLAQUE 
Saturday 29 April 2006 

Our President's Message in this Newsletter tells about the unveiling of the 
above. For information of our members, the wording on the plaque reads : 
Erected 2006 by the City of Burnside and the Burnside Historical Society. 

Stonyfell - 1839 
This plaque marks the site of the original driveway and gate of' Stonyfell'. The 
early history of' Stonyfell' is not documented but a rates assessment of 1853 
indicates Richard Eales Borrow living in a partly-built house. It was unoccupied 
for a period until rented by John Hallett in 1857. Henry Clark (1838-1864) from 
the nearby 'Hazelwood' and Joseph Crompton (1840-1901) established a 
business partnership including the growing of grapes on the north-facing 
'Stonyfell' hillside. After Henry Clark's death, Crompton purchased Clark's 
share. In 1866 he married Clark's younger sister Susan Mary and they had 
eleven children. The house was enlarged several times and after Mary' s death in 
1932, it remained in the Crompton family until some time after the death of her 
youngest daughter in 1973. 'Stonyfell' was a domestic estate, generally self
sufficient, except for meat, bread and a few groceries. It was the family home for 
several generations of the Cromptons for over one hundred years. The roof of 
'Stonyfell' can still be seen from Gandy's Gully Road near the present entrance 
to the property that is now known as 'S tonyfell House' to distin guish it from the 
suburb to which it gave its name. 

© WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS © 
We welcome the following new members who joined the Society since 
publication of our previous Newsletter: Graham and Peggy Bennetts of 
St Georges; Margaret Ford of Athelstane; Jane Sturm of Marryatville, 
Colleen Eddie of Unley, Ann Taylor of Tusmore and Betty Ross of 
Tusmore (with an apology to Betty whose name should have been in the 
previous Newsletter.) We look forward to meeting them at our activities 
and know they will enjoy their association with us. 

MEET OUR NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER 
A retired Junior Primary teacher, I moved from the Hills into the Burnside 
area, with my late husband, just over 11 years ago. I am currently a 
volunteer with the repair section of the local library . My interests include 
travel, reading, cycling and chatting over coffee with family or friends. My 
passion is quilting which I began a few years ago. I look forward to my 
involvement with the BHS Committee. Mary Wilson 
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BULLOCKIES, FARMERS & RAILWAY MEN 

Weekend trip: Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 August 2006 

The early part of the journey will follow the route taken by the bullockies 
as they carted copper from Burra to the coastal port. Passing on to the 
farming areas, we will meet the marginal lands and learn how Goyder's 
views influenced fo1iunes. Finally, paii of the .State's railway history will 
be examined. Peterborough was the hub of the northern railway system 
and at its peak in the I 960s, employed over 1200 men in its workshops 
and districts. Not far away is Pekina, now almost dese1ied, but in its 
heyday early last century it had a Bishop (therefore its church qualified as 
a cathedral), three priests and a nunnery. Why are we going there? 
Because these towns have fascinating stor ies and attract those interested 
in history. Informat ion will be given en route and in the towns on various 
relevant topics to heighten your awareness . The March BHS Newsletter 
(V26, l ,p6) printed a preamble for the trip and won't be repeated here. 

Itinerary 

Saturday: Meet at the Burnside Community Centre car park at 7.45 am 
for coach departure at 8.00 am . Head north through 
Mallala to Balaklava for a short refreshment stop. Follow 
the old Copper Road and pass through the historic 
sett lements of Hal bury, Hoyleton, Leasingham, Mintaro, 
Farrell's Flat and Burra. 
Informat ion will be provided about Sir Hubert Wilkins as we 
pass through Hallett. 
Lunch at Terowie. 

1.30 pm Arrive in Peterborough. Go to Steamtown for an escorted 
tour of the former hub of the northern railway system, where 
afternoon tea will be served. 

4.00 pm John Mannion, local historian and author will join the 
group and take us to points of interest including the former 
Gold Battery and Power Station. 

6.00 pm Book into the Peterborough Motor Inn , followed by dinner. 
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Sunday: 

12.50 pm 
1.50 pm 

6.00pm 

After breakfast, depart motel at 8.30 am and John Mannion 
will continue to show us points of interest in Peterborough. 
Drive north to Orroroo and learn of some of the town's 
features, followed by morning tea . 
Head south towards Pekin a but first of all, walk into the old 
ruined Pekina Station homestead, followed by a tour oftJ1e 
town. 
Lunch at Pekina Hotel. 
Depart Pekina and travel back to Adelaide through 
Jamestown, Spalding, Burra, Saddleworth and Tarlee . 
Arrive Adelaide . 

* * * 

Clothing: It will still be cold. Walking shoes will be a good idea, 
especially around Pekina. 

Cost: $ 195 (twin share); + $30 single supplement. 
Transport, meals, accommodation and entrance fees are 
included for 2 days, except drinks at meals. 

Bookings: essential. Use the booking sheet included in this 
Newsletter and forward to Peter Davies. 
Numbers will be limited to around 30 places to en sure 
comfort in the bus . 

VALE NATALIE STOW 
Natalie Stow, a 'quiet achiever' who died in April 2006, was a member of 

our Society since February 1999, and served on the Committee from 2004 
until she resigned due to ill-health late in 2005. However, as mentioned in 
our President's Report at the AGM, Natalie did attend our 25th Anniversary 

Dinner late in 2005, giving much pleasure to those of us fortunate to meet 
and talk with her that evening. Throughout her illness, Natalie continued to 

exhibit her quiet, stoic nature, and often referred to the enjoyment she 

received from friendships made with BHS members at the various outings 

and talks arranged by our Society. We were the benefactors of Natalie's 

enthusiasm and interest in BHS and will miss her gracious personality. 

What a privilege to share her journey. Vale Natalie. 
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT: AGM 
Monday 17 April 2006 

Another year ends and another report to be written . Has this past year been more 
or less successful than previous years? Or has it been a year to remember? Yes; 
because it was our 25 th anniversary and we celebrated it in style at the Feathers 
Hotel with dinner and a short address by some long-standing members, Bill 
Cooper (foundation), Margaret Black (foundation), Richard House (foundation) 
and Elizabeth Rogers . As an added bonus, special anniversary champagne 
glasses were given to all present as a memento of those extraordinary years. 

We were delighted to bestow Life Membership on Elizabeth Rogers and Elaine 
Smyth for their dedicated service over many years. 

As an historical society we are required to have guest speakers who are able to 
give us historical information about our beautiful Burnside area, as well as other 
diverse topics . Some speakers illustrated their addresses with power book 
presentations, and we are indebted to one of our loyal members for helping us 
buy an excellent data projector which adds a wonderful dimension to an address. 
We express our thanks to Brian Ward for undertaking many hours of research in 
order to buy the best model - Hitachi CPS 355. The Society's membership for 
the past year is 194. There were seven new members and eight resignations. 

We began our monthly meetings with a talk on the founding of Legacy in 1923 
and the role of Legatees then and now. Dr Roger Both outlined the story of the 
Glen Osmond Silver Lead mines in which we have a special interest with our 
many years of organising guided tours of the mine. Unfortunately, the tours are 
on hold pending a report from Burnside City Council re the safety factor. 

Researching family history by Shirley Sampson led to contributions from 
members regarding some of their own particular 'Black Sheep in the Family', 
duly printed in the Newsletter. Who knows what other secrets may unfold? On 
to 'Hard Country and Hard Times', the story of the Murray Mallee, given by our 
very knowledgeable member Colin Harris, and a prelude to the excellent 'Mallee 
Meander' which he, with Elaine Smyth, mapped out and led in August 2005 . 
This trip was given 'five stars' by those fortunate enough to have participated. 

Back to medieval times with Ian and Joan Stratford - with 'The Tale of a Man 
and his Mistress' . Was life better then? Do we have too many demands and 
gadgets and too few simple pleasures? Such is life. Tony Ryan took us down 
memory lane with his history of radio, followed by Dr Jack Cross and his address 
on the University of the Third Age, in which he outlined the opportunities 
available for older citizens to enjoy education and social contact in this age of 
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fast-growing technology and expanding learning. As Christmas was almost 
upon us, Ian Carter, Manager of the Christmas Pageant for 29 years, recalled the 
history of how and why the John Martin's Christmas Pageant began. We count 
ourselves most fortunate in that, although John Martin's is no longer with us, the 
Pageant continues to be as widely renowned and outstandingly beautiful as ever. 
Thus 2005 closed with the usual Christmas cheer. 

January arrived with excessive heat but our members were undeterred as they 
visited St Mark's College for a guided tour by the Hon John Bannon, Master of 
the College, followed by dinner. We thank Peter Davies for organising this 
special outing. 'Vision 20/20' was a look at the future of Burnside with Huxley 
Lawler from Burnside City Council outlining standards and projects. We were 
delighted to welcome our Mayor, Wendy Greiner, who contributed to the evening 
also. Valmai Hankel, former Rare Books Librarian at the State Library, and an 
authority on Australia's early explorers, entertained us in March with vivid 
accounts of the hardships endured - who enjoys flies and mosquitoes? 

Now comes the question: how does all this happen? The answer is through the 
efforts ofan excellent committee and support from our members. Vice-President 
Peter Davies not only organises the speakers but also researches our day trips and 
tours with support from our secretary Sharan Northcott. (Ask Sharan how many 
hours she spent researching the history for the Stonyfell Plaque which will be 
erected at 10 am on Saturday, 29 April, at the eastern end ofStonyfell Road .) 

Richard House delivers the colourful financial statements each month and June 
Ward, as Minutes Secretary, presents precise minutes. Eleanor Trott enjoys 
researching the history of our area's parks and gardens from old Burnside 
Council Minutes, while John Clark, John Love and Brian Ward make up a 
friendly and knowledgeable committee. We were sad to accept Natalie Stow's 
resignation but ill-health forced her to leave us. -However, we were delighted to 
see her at our 25 th anniversary dinner. 

My sincere thanks to our helpers throughout the year, especially to Pauline 
Hiscock who retired from her dedicated service of organising the supper and the 
necessary roster. A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to Pauline with the 
Society's gratitude. Janet Clark continues to oversee the delivery of the quarterly 
Newsletter, with the help of her trusty team of deliverers, while Bob Brown 
attends to the mailing organisation. The newsletter is our lifeline as we read 
about the program and many other interesting items which our indefatigable and 
smiling Elizabeth Rogers presents to us. This entails hours of work, reminders 
to contributors, and an eye for artistic design, which Elizabeth has in plenty. 
Thank you all most sincerely for your continued friendship and support. 
Isabel Williams OAM, JP (President) 
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Treasurer's Annual Report 
1 ih April 2006 Annual General Meeting 2005/2006 

I am glad to report a surplus of $256. We have transferred $405 to our General 
Accumulated Funds Reserve but two minor losses which have redl!lced two 
reserve funds. We made a minor loss of $40 on the running of the conducted 
tours tfirough the Glen Osmond mines because the Counc il has had to close the 
mines whilst some safety issues are resolved. Also a loss of $108 on the 
publication of the Newsletter has resulted in the amount of money outstanding 
from Community Grants for special projects being reduced to $222. 

During the year we made a donation of $880 to the Historical Collection in the 
Burnside Library for the preservation of old photos. This has enabled some 
previous unknown historic photos from the State Archives to be preserved and 
mounted for retention in the Burnside Library. We have also purchased a Data 
Projector which is now commonly required by visiting speakers who are 
displaying visuals from a computer or when doing a PowerPoint presentation. 
This cost $2266 and the projector is now one of the assets of the society. We 
are most grateful to an anonymous donor who gave us $1 000 towards the cost 
of this machine which is an essential tool in the modern world of technology. 

Also during the year we purchased commemorative wine glasses for $812 to 
celebrate the 25

th 
Anniversary of the BHS . Each guest at the celebration dinner 

in October received one of these glasses (not included in the cost of the 
occasion) and the remainder are available for members to purchase or for 
giving as gifts to visiting speakers . The Newsletter cost this year was 
somewhat more than usually because we produced a new index which can be 
used as a reference for accessing articles in all the previous newsletters of the 
past twenty five years. This can be a an excellent tool for researching local 
history information that has been published by the Burnside Historical Society. 

The financial success of the year in spite of the unusual expense items has been 
achieved by the profits of $1174 from running day trips and the weekend away. 
Once again J should like to reassure members that when we cost out functions 
such as these we do not aim to make a profit. They are budgeted just to cover 
costs and any resulting profits are normally from such items as unrefunded 
deposits on cancellation or from other unexpected savings. 

As a resu1t of the success of the year it will be possible to retain subscriptions 
at the current rate even though total expenditure is expected to increase. 
Richard House 

9 



BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 31st March 2006 
BALANCE SHEET as at 31st March 2006 

2004/2005 General Accumulated funds 2005/2006 
2004/2005 Income 2005/2006 

$5,031.62 As at 1st April 2005 $6,138.20 
$1,650.00 Subs 2005/06 (Single) $1,635.00 $1 ,106.58 Surplus (Deficit) for the year $405 .11 

$924.00 Subs 2005/06 (Family) $880.00 $6,138.20 As at 31st March 2006 $6,543.31 
$60.35 Profit on mines tours $0.00 

($27 00) Profit (Loss) on dinners (25th anniv and St Mark's) $11 .00 ) 
$159.68 Profit (Loss) on day tours (Polltalloch) $147.96 Mines Account Reserve 
$489.86 Profit (Loss) on weekend tour (Murray Meander) $1 ,014.93 ) $3,092.93 As at 1st Apri l 2005 $3, 153.28 
$237.47 Bank interest (Cheque Ne and Portfolio Management A/c $266.53 $60.35 Surplus (Deficit) for the year ($40 00) 

$0.00 Sundry Sales - glasses, tapes etc $64 .00 $3,153.28 As at 31st March 2006 $3,113 .28 
$37.00 Donations received $1,076.00 

$850.00 Council Grant for Newsletter $880.00 Council Grants Reserve 
$0.00 Council Grant for Street Names project $0.00 $376.78 As at 1st April 2005 $331 .26 
$0.00 Council Grant for Parks and Gardens project $0.00 ($45 52) Surplus (Deficit) for the year ($108 78) 
$0.00 Council Grant for Oral History project $0.00 $331.26 As at 31st March 2006 $222.48 
$0.00 Council Grant for Plaques Records update $0.00 Being - Newsletter $0 

- Street Names project $0 .00 
$4,381.36 Total income - Parks and Gardens project $37 .28 

- Oral History project $0 
- Plaques Reprint project $185.20 

Expenses 
$193.06 Printing and Stationery $289.95 
$203.36 Telephone, postage and PO Box $168.25 
$631 .80 Use of hall and other meeting expenses $600.00 
$176.10 Supper costs $148.05 
$170.00 Subscriptions to other societies and seminar fees $230.00 Members equity is made up from 

$33 .60 Government taxes on Bank Account and cheque books $12.20 Current Assets 
$745.01 Insurance $744.99 $4,313.08 Cash at bank $2,512 .79 

$25.00 Gifts and purchase of Burnside Historical Society glasses $894.59 $5,419.66 Bank South Australia Portfolio Management Account $5,651.28 
$31.50 Tapes and equipment $84.14 $9,732.74 Total as at 31st March 2006 $8,164 07 

$0 .00 Society records $5.00 
$0.00 Donations $880.00 Non Current Assets 

$34.00 Cost of McDouall Stuart plaque ceremony $0.00 $603,00 Equipment as at 31st March 2005 $482.00 
$0.00 Loss on mines tours $40.00 $0.00 New equipment - 1 July 2005 data projector $2,266.00 

$816.72 Newsletter expenses $1 ,185.92 ($121 .00) Less depreciation @ 20% ($436 00) 
$67.00 Street Names project $0.00 $482.00 Total as at 31st March 2006 \ $2,312,00 
$11 .80 Parks and Gardens project $0.00 $10,214.74 Total Assettl as at 31st March 2006 $10,476.07 

$0.00 Oral History project $0.00 
$0.00 Plaques Record update project $0.00 

$121.00 Depreciation on equipment (projector & tape recorder) $436.00 Current Habilities 
$0.00 $300.00 Subs 2006/07 (Single) $465.00 

$198.00 Subs 2006/07 (Family) $132.00 
$3,259.95 Total expenses $94.00 Advance payments for Polltalloch trip $0.00 

$1,121.41 Surplus (Deficit) for the year $256.33 
$592.00 Total liabilities $597.00 

) 
$1,106.58 Transfer to General Accumulated Funds $405.11 AUDITOR'S STATEMENT 

$60.35 Transfer to Mines Account Reserve ($40 00) 
Transfer to Council Grant Reserve (Newsletter, Street I have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical Society Inc. 

($45.52) Names project and Parks & Gardens project ) ($108.78) The Balance Sheet and accompanying Statement of Income and Expenditure present a true and 

$1,121.41 Total $256.33 
fair view of the Society's affairs as at 31st March 2006, according to the books, records and 

information submitted to me 

Alan David Jones, Auditor, BA , BA(Acc.) , Grad.Dip.Ace, Dip.T.(Sec.) 
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SAND AND PAPER: 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF SOME EXPLORERS 

Monday 20 March 2006 
Valmai Hankel combined two of her loves: travelling through deserts and 

reading the journals of Australian explorers' expeditions, in her 

interesting, informative and amusing talk. 

Valmai opened her talk with a quotation from a London magazine, The 

Spectator, 11 December 1875, in which the reviewer of Australian books 
of travel describes 'the tales of implacable waterless wastes, and plains 

covered with rank vegetation noxious to man and beast, .... ' Valmai said 
that for her nothing could be further from the truth and that those 'deary 

and dispiriting' books of travel have inspired her explorations. 

Allan Davidson, one of Australia's least known explorers, travelling by 
camel from 1898 to 1900 searching for gold and other minerals, made a 
huge contribution to the mapping of the inland. So little was known about 
him and what was available was so inaccurate, that Valmai became 

' 
frustrated trying to write the introduction to his. journal, republished by the 

Friends of the State Library of SA. By a circuitous route she managed to 

track down a niece, a Barr Smith librarian she had known for many years, 
and was able to borrow an unpublished family history. Davidson led a 

hectic and often dangerous life, and when he died in 1930 he was 

remembered as 'a great bushman, admired and respected by everyone he 

knew - white men or natives'. 

Emily Caroline (Carrie) Creaghe was one of the very few lady explorers 

(not merely a lady traveller). Her 'The Little Explorer's Diary' , held in the 

Mitchell Library, provides a fascinating account from a woman' s point of 
view. In December 1882 at the age of 22, she began a remarkable journey 

from Normanton. Carrie and her husband Harry, together with Lindsay 
Crawford and Ernest Favenc, travelled with horses west to the Overland 
telegraph line fo assess the region's potential as grazing land. Carrie was 

the Ione woman among a party of eight. Her diary describes details of 
camp life and food not often recorded by men. It was intensely hot and 
humid, the flies and mosquitoes were appalling, and the food consisted of 

'nasty, dirty, hairy, dried salt beef, dark brown sugar (half dust) and hard 
dry damper'. On one occasion a stew was made from ducks shot by the 
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men. Later it was realized that the stew was full of dead flies . Carrie 

wryly notes that after the men knew this, they were ill! Her diary also 
reveals that she had an unusual sense of understanding and sympathy for 

the Aborigines ' dilemma. Valmai was fortunate to visit what is left of 'an 

ironbark tree ... ' which John McDouall Stuart the explorer of 1869 marked 
with a large 'S'; and which Carrie saw in May 1883. Stuart led six 
expeditions into the interior, losing not a single man but severely damaging 
his own health- 'terrible, gnawing pain ... so weak I can hardly 
move ... truly wretched'. He died aged 50, a forgotten hero but one that has 
a Society dedicated to his memory. 

Two diaries ( one in the State Library of SA and one in the Royal 

Geographical Society of SA library), written by Robert Edmunds, describe 
the trials and dangers of John McKinlay's expedition into what is now 
Kakadu National Park and across the east Alligator River. McKinlay, like 

Carrie, always observed the Sabbath and would never have used the word 

'bloody' repeated many times in the poem The Great Australian Adjective 
read by Valmai. 

Valrnai concluded her address by showing slides of her, usually solo, 
journeys into the outback in her trusty 4 WD Toyota in which she carries 
her wine cellar and her library. She loves to follow in the tracks of the 
explorers and read of their expeditions. 
June Ward 

P.S. Mary Wilson, a BHS Committee member, enquired from Yalmai regarding 
a copy of the reading list used for her talk, and now printed below for the 
information ofour members . Thanks to both Valmai and Mary for this addition. 
John McKinlay 's Northern Territory explorations, 1866. Aust. Parliamentary 
Editions No. 1. 
Ernest Giles 's explorations, 1872-76. Aust. Parliamentary Editions No:2. 
Journal of Lansborough 's expedition from Carpentaria in search of Burke and 
Wills, Williams Lansborough , 1862. 
John McDouall Stuart's second journey of exploration, April 1859. 
Allan A. Davidson's explorations in Central Australia 1898-1900. 
The above are available from Friends of the State Library of SA. GPO Box 
419, Adelaide SA 5001, while the following are available from bookshops. 

The diary of Emily Caroline Creaghe, Adelaide Corkwood Press, 2004. 
Where the seasons come and go by Eric Bonython , Enterprise Publishing. 
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REPORT ON OUR APRIL MEETING 
Our AGM held on 17 April 2006 provided a different evening for our 
members, with the establishment of a 'first' as indicated below. 
The conclusion of an AGM is usually followed by a talk from our guest 
speaker. In this case, Lt Col Sven Kuusk, Curator, Keswick Army 
Museum, was booked to speak on Army History and the Keswick Army 
Museum, and a Committee Member waited outside to greet him. 

Time passed, and it became obvious that for the first occasion in the 25 
years of the Society's existence, our guest speaker was not going to appear! 
However, our undaunted President Isobel carried the evening by asking 
members for their impromptu contributions to share with the audience. In 
response, Vice-President Peter Davies outlined the forthcoming day trip to 
Geralka Rural Farm; and Isobel told of some notable speakers at last year's 
State History Conference held in Whyalla. 

Reference was made to local events organised for History Week, 20 - 28 
May. Following on from this, Edna Bayfield advised that during History 
Week, a replica of the Dutch ship Duyjken will be visiting Port Adelaide. 
The visit marks the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the original Duyjken, 
under Captain Willem Janszoon, being the first documented visit to 
Australia by any European ship. 

Pauline Teesdale Smith shared her enjoyable memories of a unique man, 
Peter Venhoek of Melrose, who was the 'guide extraordinaire' during our 
'Northern Safari' in 2004. Peter Davies added to Pauline's remarks by 
giving some background information about Peter Venhoek who was born in 
Holland, and sent to Sydney by Phillips to set up public TV broadcasting, 
with similar roles in Melbourne and Adelaide. Then a 'tree change' with 
18 years working and living in Wilpena. But when Peter saw Melrose, he 
and the town adopted each other, and he has lived there ever since. Peter's 
passion and devotion for the history of the area, and his keen sense of 
humour, produced an unforgettable personality - remembered so well by 
our 'Northern Safari' travellers. 

Congratulations to Isobel and other Society members who turned what 
could have been a negative experience (non-attendance of the scheduled 
speaker) into a positive and beneficial evening. 
Elizabeth and Alan Brooker 
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EASTERN REGIONAL SEMINAR 
Saturday, 8 April 2006 

The March 2006 BHS Newsletter carried a small notice of the date and 
venue for this seminar in 'Out and About'. I was very pleased to spot this 
as previous seminars have provided good opportunities to network, to 
hear what neighbouring societies are doing and to visit local treasures. 

East Torrens HS organized the first one in 1994, the brainchild of 
Dr Geoffrey Bishop. The format consisted of presentations and short 
reports from different societies in the morning and escorted visits around 
the district in the afternoon. An important feature of each seminar was 
the displays mounted by the societies to show their work or district. 

The original concept was to meet every 15 - 18 months. Host 
societies which followed were Campbelltown, Kensington & Norwood, 
then our society hosted the fourth seminar in 1999 (see BI-IS Newsletter 
V19.4, pp.6-7 for a report). We were followed by Mitcham, Mount Lofty 
and on 8 April by Walkerville. This was especially commendable, since 
Walkerville only formed its society in 2000. 

The Wilderness School provided the venue for the seminar and 
there were about 80 registrations. The catering was excellent. 
Five speakers presented a variety of papers in the morning session. 
A brief synopsis is made of three: 
Dr Nicholas of the Pioneer Association discussed 'The Colony of South 
Australia' and provided background to the question 'why did they come?' 
Judith Rischbieth spoke of the 'Smith Bros. - aviators' . Ross and Keith 
Smith were born in Walkerville and attended Primary School there. The 
society has made a special project of this linkage by developing a 
walking trail from the western end of the new Adelaide Airport Terminal 
to the Vickers Vimy Memorial. Twenty brass plaques show the main 
stops of the famous biplane from London to Australia in 1919, in the 
Great Air Race . An excellent pamphlet supports the walking trail and the 
whole project was funded by several sponsors. 
Peter Adamson described the life of meteorologist 'Clement Wragge', 
who arrived in Adelaide 50 years after it was founded and lived in 
Walkerville. Again it was an extraordinary story. 

After lunch eight different walks and activities were offered to visit 
local treasures. No full description is possible as I only saw one of the 
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options. That was a visit to three open homes in the area and fascinating 
enough to return a few days later to show someone else. 

Finally there were brief reports from some of the societies. 
The displays by the different societies were not a main feature of this 
seminar - perhaps they have passed their usefulness? 

It was disappointing that there was no announcement of a society. 
to host the next seminar. Not all of the societies in the eastern region 
have had a turn - some have declined a little and Tea Tree Gully is a 
recent group to form. Hopefully these seminars can continue as they 
provide an excellent forum to network and to learn a little more of 
Adelaide's history and charm . 

P.S. Apart from Barbara's article (above), we are also fortunate to receive 
further papers from our President Isobel Williams and Secretary Sharan 
Northcott, both of whom were present at the Seminar. 

Isabel's papers contained infonnation on a talk about Clement Lindley 
Wragge (1852-1922), a famous meteorologist, who established an 
observatory at Walkerville and another at Mount Lofty, walking daily to 
the latter to take readings. Wragge also trained Inigo Owen Jones, who 
became a long-range weather forecaster (many of us remember the name). 
Isobel also included a report on Ross and Keith Smith, the famous aviators. 

Sharan's reports mentioned 'The Pioneer Story', emphasising the positives 
and negatives behind the reasons of the early pioneers to migrate to South 
Australia; the history of the host venue, the 'Wilderness' School; and the 
intriguing topic of 'Sex in the Parklands'. 

With the inclusion in this Newsletter of AGM reports from the President 
and the Treasurer, plus detailed information about the August 'weekend 
away', the subsequent lack of space means the reports from Isabel and 
Sharan have been held over until another issue. Their discerning articles, 
dealing with SA history in general, warrant our attention any time. 
Many thanks to Barbara, Isabel and Sharon for taking the time to make 
notes during the Seminar and write reports for our benefit. 
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The Village of Burnside 

In Colonel Light's survey of Adelaide, the Preliminary Section 320, 
of 134 acres, was taken up by the South Australian Company. It 
was on the north side of Greenhill Road and east of the Burnside 
Road (Glynburn Road). Second Creek ran diagonally across it. 

In 1839, Peter Anderson, his family, brother, sisters and father 
arrived in the colony from East Lothian, Scotland. They leased half 
of the section and bought the other half naming their new home 
Burnside. They built three cottages of rough creek stones and set to 
work growing barley and wheat, raising cattle, pigs and poultry, 
selling wood and vegetables. They laboured for seven years with 
little reward. In 184 7 they advertised their land for sale and moved 
to Morphett Vale. 

William Randall purchased the whole section for £737 in 1848 and 
then asked Nathaniel Hailes to lay out a village. Nathanial was an 
auctioneer and had lovingly explored the area in 1837 before it had 
been farmed. He managed to place nearly half of the 46 2 ½ acre 
allotments abutting the creek so that they could benefit from the 
running water. He launched the village as Burnside the Beautiful. 
"The village by the Burn" in 1850. 

After the Anderson cottages, the first villa to be built was Bracklyn 
in 1850. It was on the creek at the top end of the section. It was 
sold to John Austin after the first owner went to the gold diggings. 
Austin's colleague at Elders, Edward Laughton, later purchased it 
and in the 1870 ' s extended it. The economic depression of the 
1890's saw the house sold to Alexander McCulloch and then 
Captain Hancock who renamed it Ivymeade. 

Further west along the creek, between Bracklyn and Elizabeth Street 
(Lockwood Road) was the Debney estate, bought in 1852. Several 
cottages were built for the extended family. The central house had 
been extended to 10 rooms by 1865. Financial loss saw the property 
sold in 1876 to Simpson Newland who named it Undelcarra. A 
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lodge was built on Elizabeth Street and the house doubled in size 
with an upper story. In 1911 it was sold to Henry Ward and then to 
Allen Simpson of the well known S.A. Manufacturing firm of A.A 
Simpson. The water from the creek was stored in a tank and piped 
throughout the garden and a the tank was later used for a swirn,ming 
pool. It is now Hubbe Court Arts Centre. 

The last creek side villa of the 1850' s belonged to Mrs Isabel De 
Mole and her family. The sons had lived in the Anderson Cottages 
until their stone home, The Waldrons was built as a cottage in 1854. 
They also built another stone house for their coachman and his wife, 
the cook. The house was sold in 1870 to Frederick Sison and then 
John Sanders; it was known as Moorcroft and had been enlarged to 
10 rooms. In 1889 James Cowan bought it and renamed the house 
Erindale. It was partly subdivided in 1912 and sold to M Arnold 
and later Alexander White. The house was demolished in 1969 
when the trustees of the estate subdivided the rest of the land. 

The village of Burnside was centred around High Street, William 
Street and Elizabeth Street (Lockwood Road). A public watering 
place was surveyed where Second Creek crossed Elizabeth Street 
and a stone bridge was later built across the creek. 

A dwelling was built at Lockwood Road facing 3 Allen Street in 
1849. F G Waterhouse purchased Wandeen in 1852 and extended it. 
He was the first curator of the SA Museum and accompanied John 
McDougall Stuart on his final successful crossing of the continent. 
The family planted a row of pepper trees beside the wall on 
Lockwood Road and some of these survive to the present. 

Joseph Lockwood bought allotment 40 on the north eastern side of 
Lockwood Road and High Street. He built a store on the corner (35 
High Street) in 1859-60 and included a post office in 1863 and 
Registrar of Births, Deaths, and Marriages. He added a bakery in 
1872 but it was sold in 1873 to Hooper Bros. The store and part of 
the allotment adjoining it were sold to Alfred Ewers in 1880. He 
had his brother-in-law, Victor Booth, build Lockwood House (No. 
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90 Lockwood Road) and Lockwood Cottage (No. 92). The pepper 
tree in the front garden was planted by a member of the family. 
Ewers had sold the shop by 1889 but continued to own the house 
and cottage unti I 1894. The post office remained until 1903 and the 
store remained until 1914. It has since been extended upstairs and 
used as residences. A butcher shop currently trades on the lower 
level. Lockwood donated the northern part of his allotment to the 
Christian Church and prior to this the members had been meeting 
in his store. The chapel was built of local stone in 1864. It was 
extended and the new church built in 1939. 

Burnside Inn was built at 27 & 29 High Street in 1863 for Mrs 
Francis Clark. It was strategically located between Greenhill Road 
and the public watering place that was used by teamsters going to 
and from the hill s. Henry Warland managed the Inn from 1865 and 
later owned it. It was an important meeting place and used for 
election meetings and community gatherings. Warland also owned 
the blacksmith shop across High Street. He ran a passenger and 
mail coach between Burnside and Adelaide. The Inn was sold in 
1883 and a new two story Burnside Hotel was built on the corner 
(33 High Street) for brewers. The hotel operated until 1909 and has 
variously been used as shops, flats and a private home since then. 

Burnside Council was founded in 1856. In 1868 the Council 
purchased 2 1/2 acres on Glynburn Road. A stone building and 
stables were built and the first meeting was held in there in 1869. It 
continued to be used as the Council Chambers until 1928 when it 
became the house for the resident keeper of the Council Pound at the 
rear. In 198 l the building was restored and has since been used as 
offices for the adjoining St. David's Church. 

The Burnside Primary School (High Street) was officially opened 
in 1869 in a private home. It moved to a small classroom block at 
the present site in 1872 and, in turn, this was replaced in 1907 and 
extended over subsequent years. 
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Nearby Fernilee Lodge (recently demolished in 2005) was built for 
James Gartrell by Dennison Clarke in 1877. He was a local builder 
and built several houses in the village. 

The Free Methodist Church stone chapel was built in 1878 at 45 
High Street. It was later used as a private school, Sunday School 
and private dwelling before being demolished in about 1960. 

A two story shop and dwelling was built by Aldolf Gerber in 1882 
at 25 High Street. It was converted into Refreshment rooms in 1900 
to serve the passing market gardeners transporting produce from the 
hills to the city before becoming residential in 1912. The upper 
story was demolished after it had been damaged by the 1954 
earthquake. The eastern side of the present building is part of the 
original structure. 

St David's Church (Glynburn Road) was constructed in Gothic 
style from local stone in 1887. The present church was built in 
1962. 

The Burnside Post Office and quarters (Glynburn Road) were built 
in Flemish brickwork in 1903, transactions initially being made 
through a window opening on to the verandah. 

In 1883 the Burnside village contained 45 houses, 3 shops, a bakery, 
blacksmith shop, hotel and 2 churches .. That same year the Adelaide 
and Suburban Tram Company extended its Kensington horse tram 
service from Marryatville through Knightsbridge along Glvnbum 
Road to Burnside. Elaine Smyth 

References: 
Elizabeth Warburton. The Paddocks Beneath. A h;story a 
Burnside from the beginning. 198 I. City of Burnside. 
p 1- 17 
Tour Guide No. 3. Village of Burnside. City of Burnside 
The First Hundred Years. A history of Burnside in South 
Australia. Corporation of the City of Burnside. 1956 
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BURN SJ DE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
PO Box 152, Glenside SA 5065 

OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the Society sha ll be 
2.1 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

2.5 

to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of 
Australia n and South Australian history and in particular, the history of 
the City of Burnside ; 
to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of 
works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside 
history; 
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites 
of hi storica l significance in the City of Burnside; 
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout 
Australia; 
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the 
attainment of any of the above objectives. 

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 2006-2007 
President: Isabel Williams OAM, JP (8379 4090) 
Responsible Officer: " 
Vice-Pres ident: Peter Davies 
Secretary: Sharan Northcott 
Treasurer: Richard House 

(8379 1039) 
(8332 1761) 

CommHtee: John Clark, John Love, Eleanor Trott, Brian 
Ward, June Ward and Mary Wilson. 

Newsletter Subcommittee: 
Elizabeth Rogers, Editor (8379 3163), Peter Davies, Barbara Parker and 
E laine Smyth . 
Contributors: Apa1i from the Newsletter Subcommittee, we are 
fortunate to have several occasional contributors whose names appear 
with their articles in the relevant issues. 
Distribution Organiser: Janet Clark (8379 6756) 
Mailing Distribution: Bob Brown 

Supper Co-ordinator: Hazel Newton 

Meetings of the Society are held in the Burnside Community Centre, comer 
Portrnsh Road and Fisher Street, Tusmore (car park and entrance off Fisher 
Street) at 8 pm on the third Monday of the month unless an alternative time or 
venue is notified. Admission is free, including supper. Visitors most welcome. 

Membership fees: currently $22 family and $15 single may be sent to the 
Treasurer at the Society' s address (above) or paid at a monthly meeting. 

Front cove,·: Geralka Rura l Fann, Spalding (a report on our recent visit will appear in the ne.,1 
Newsletter). Illustrati on courtesy ofGeralka and Brian Ward. 
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