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Volume 26, No. 1

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

PRESI DENT'S MESSAGE

Details of forthcoming events are included in this Newsletter. There is something
for everyone! Another interesting day excursion has been arranged, this time to
Geralka Rural Farm. Do complete the enclosed Booking Sheet and return as soon
as possible if you wish to attend what is sure to be a most enjoyable event.

Here we are - three months into 2006 and so much has happened. We
experienced a heat wave which brought many problems as the power
failed. However, Australia won an exciting one-day cricket series with
outstanding contributions from all teams. I watched it when possible and
loved every moment.

We hope all members will attend our Annual General Meeting on Easter Monday,
17 April 2006, at 7.45 pm. Please note the earlier starting time. There are a
couple of vacancies on our Committee. All members are urged to consider
nominating for the Committee, whether new members or long-standing. The
Society cannot function without a complete and working Committee. Not
only do Committee members enable the Society to exist, but they receive
many 'fringe benefits' by joining our Committee. If .YQ.!!.join, you will find
out all about them! A Nomination Form is included on p.13 of this issue.

We look forward to further ' sheep-ish' articles from members (see latest
contribution on p.11.) Such articles based on personal or local history make for
absorbing reading. Readers who send in similar anecdotes can remain
anonymous if they do not wish to claim relationship with a particular 'sheep' !
Of course, the Newsletter Subcommittee is always keen to receive any relevant
items for publications. Such items can be sent any time to the Newsletter Editor
at the Society's address (on the inside back cover). Owing to constraints of space,
Elaine Smyth's entertaining and informative article on the early history of the
Village of Burnside has been deferred until our next issue.
Elizabeth Rogers (Editor)
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Unexpectedly for most of us, Australia won its Davis Cup rubber against
Switzerland with three young untested players - and an older experienced
one - and we had begun to think that we were slipping in world class
tennis talent.
The highlight of the Christmas break for me was travelling with my sister,
Shirley, to London and New York and from there boarding the Queen
Elizabeth II to cruise through the mighty Panama Canal to Los Angeles
where we disembarked and flew to Honolulu before coming back home.
There is an old saying 'See Moonta before you die!'. Well, after seeing
the TV documentary on the building of the Panama Canal, one of the
seven great industrial wonders of the world, we knew that we had to
experience this outstanding wonder before the Great Reaper came along.
What an amazing experience the holiday turned out to be!
London and New York were cold, but beautiful for exploring. Both cities
were in festive mode with amazing Christmas decorations still on display.
The vibrancy of New York was exciting indeed- imagine walking along
Fifth Avenue, Broadway, Times Square, Central Park, and riding the
elevator almost to the top of the Empire State Building- and more!
No doubt many of you have experienced these magic moments also.
From New York we embarked on the elegant QE2, and how relaxing
everything was! No meetings to run or programs to organise - all we
needed to do was to enjoy every moment- and we did so.
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Our ports of call were Fort Lauderdale, the wealthy yachtsmen's haven,
the Willemstaad with its beautiful brightly-coloured buildings showing
earlier Dutch influence. Next port of call was Fuerte Amador after
passing through the Panama Canal - our dreams had been realised.
Acapulco, with its beautiful beaches, high mountains and the famous cliff
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divers, captured our romantic imagination, but we cruised on to Los
Angeles, where we said farewell to the many friends who were travelling
on, either continuing to complete their world trip, or going to home. Our
14 days were so memorable that we felt completely satisfied to leave the
beautiful QE2 - and think about our homes, our families and friends - and
the Burnside Historical Society! That reminds me to tell you the our
Annual General Meeting is on Easter Monday 17 April 2006,
commencing at 7.45 pm - and we would be delighted to hear from
you about joining our Committee. Please note the earlier
commencement time of7.45 pm.

PROGRAM 2006
Our indefatigable Program Subcommittee continue to produce an exciting
and challenging calendar of activities for us. Details of forthcoming
events are indicated below.
Do remember to always check the program in each newsletter as there are
occasions, due to circumstances beyond our control, when dates and/or
speakers change from those printed in an earlier issue - and additional
events may be indicated.

So what is my message to you in this newsletter?

MEETINGS
May you live each day to the best of your ability and if you feel
like doing something different and maybe a little daring, do it!

I wish you all the best of health, lots of fun and laughter together, and I
look forward to your company at our friendly meetings each month.

Isabel Williams, OAM, JP
President

©

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside
Community Centre, comer Portrush Road and Fisher Street, Tusmore ( car
park and entrance off Fisher Street) at 8 pm on the third Monday of the
month unless an alternative time or venue is notified. Admission is free
including supper. Visitors are most welcome.
(Information regarding our talks is always sent to the 'Eastern Courier'
for possible publication in the Wednesday issue prior to our meeting.)

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

©

We welcome the following new members who joined the Society since
publication of our previous Newsletter.

Marjorie Andrew of Hazelwood Park
Robert and Felicity Brown of Toorak Gardens
Margaret Trudinger of Glenunga
Daphne Weller of St Georges
We look forward to meeting them at our activiti es and kn w tit ·y w ill
enjoy their associatio11 with us .
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Monday 20 March 2006 at 8 pm
Sand and Paper: In the footsteps of some explorers
Speaker: Valmai Hankel, PSM
Valmai will tell of some inland Australian explorers, such as John
McDouall Stuart, John McKinlay, William Landsborough, Ernest Giles
and Caroline Creaghe. Her talk will be based on their journals and her
own (mainly solo) experiences in some of the country through which they
travelled.
Our speaker retired in June 2001 after working at the State Library of SA
for over 43 years, where her special interest was in rare books and their
promotion: She has had a lifelong interest in some of our explorers, and
written the introductions to the facsimile journals of many of them
3

published by the Friends of the State Library. Valmai is also a wellknown wine writer for three publications.

Monday 19 June 2006 at 8 pm
A Celebration of Older Australians
Speaker: Win Haseloff, M.Ed.

Easter Monday 17 April 2006, with AGM starting at 7.45 pm,
followed by talk at 8 pm. Please note the earlier starting time.
Army History and the Keswick Army Museum
Speaker: Lt.Col Sven Kuusk, RFD, BDS, BDS(Hons), MDS, qs(us),
Curator, Keswick Army Museum

Our speaker, an adjunct researcher in education, University of SA, has
recorded, co-edited and published the personal memories of older
Australians . Her research counteracts ageist assumptions, using the
stories of real older people and not the stereotypical images often attached
to them.

Sven, born in Estonia, came to Australia in 1949 under the International
Relief Organisation as a Displaced Person from ~ur_ope as part o~ the
Baltic Migration Scheme. He qualified as a spec1ahst Orthodontist from
rd
th
th
the University of Adelaide in 1972. Served with the 10 , 27 , 43 and
10/2ih Battalions as an Army Reserve Officer. Retired from his
orthodontic practice in 1999 and took on the role of Curator of the A~y
Museum of SA, being awarded (2004) the Chief of Army Commendation
for his work at the Museum.

A Day Visit to Geralka Rural Farm
Thursday 4 May 2006
departing at 8.30 am
from Burnside Community Centre carpark
A Fun, Hands-on, Education and Historical Experience.

All details are on the enclosed booking sheet.

Monday 17 July 2006, at 8 pm
Understanding the Heritage Value of the Upper North
Speaker: Dr Peter Bell

Our speaker's many qualifications include professional experience as a
University lecturer in History, Archaeology, Architecture and
Environmental Studies; as well as author of several books and numerous
consulting reports, journal articles, and conference papers on the above
subjects. His talk on the heritage value of the Upper North of our State
will provide interesting and relevant background information prior to our
planned weekend visit to that area in August.
Please see separate article on the following page for a summary of the
exciting trip ahead for us.

.

Information about the program for the remainder of 2006 is
still being finalised, and details will appear in future Newsletters.

Monday 15 May 2006 at 8 pm
Cornish Migration to South Australia
Speakers: David and Kay Gill

RENEWALS FOR 2006
Both speakers migrated from Cornwall in 1963 . David is Comish-born
and Kay is South African (where many Cornish miners settled). They are
both involved with the Comish Association and its festivals in SA.
Their talk will cover Comish migration from 1840 to the present day
through the stories of the long voyages in primitive conditions to the
account of the journey to Australia in the mid-1960s.
4

All subscriptions fall due on 1 April this year.
Membership fees may be paid at our monthly meetings or posted to
Richard House, our Treasurer, at the Society's address indicated on the
inside back cover.
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BULLOCKIES, FARMERS AND RAILWAY MEN
Weekend of 26 and 27 August 2006

TOUR OF ST MARK'S COLLEGE
Monday 16 January 2006

A trip north through some of the best scenery in the State will provide a
wonderful start for this year's weekend excursion. The route will pass
through the rich market gardens of the Adelaide Plains, then the wealthier
wheat belt of the Mallala district.

Punctuated by the occasional fervent appeal from the interstate cricket
match at nearby Adelaide Oval, the Hon John Bannon, former State
Premier and present Master of St Mark's College, treated over 50 members
to a rich slice of the State's early history in his guided tour of the College's
buildings and grounds .

At Balaklava, the bus will tum towards the beautiful Clare Valley. With
an element of imagination, travellers will hear the voices of the old
bullockies and muleteers who carted copper from Burra to Port Wakefield,
for their tracks will be followed where possible. There are interesting
historic settlements to pass through: Hoyleton, Leasingham, Mintaro,
Farrell 's Flat.

The oldest house on the campus, known as a Manning house, was brought
out in kit form from England and substantially improved over the years . It
was placed in its present position in 1839 and is still in excellent condition.
Nearby the still extant Quaker Meeting House of 1840 sits in the shadows
of the towering spires of St Peter' s Cathedral.

Pertinent historic detail will be given on the bus at interesting points, such
as important tovms and the 'shanty' stops of the bullock drivers.

Another stop in the tour was at the St Mark's pond, overseen by a rather
pallid sculpture of the saint and traditionally used for the 'ponding'
ceremony of any unruly undergraduates.

The goal is arrive in Peterborough for most of the afternoon to see and
learn about the town and the adjacent district, which straddles Goyder' s
Line. As headquarters of the northern railway system, Peterborough was
able to boast three different gauges of rail track in the yards for a short
period. During Saturday and Sunday there will be town tours, visits to
places of historical interest and a chance to examine the agricultural and
pastoral developments of the district covering Peterborough, Orroroo,
Pekina and elsewhere.

One of the fascinations of the tour was to observe the growth of the College
building program over the years with new structures, extensions and
renovations adding to the tightly structured site. Among these were the
Newland Building (our host questioned whether the building was holding
up the ivy or vice-versa) and the Memorial Building dedicated to those
students killed in World War II, culminating in the recent addition of the
McLeod Gymnasium.

All in just two days and one night! It will be an enjoyable weekend 26 and 27 August 2006 .
The leaders of the tour will be Barbara Parker and David Rogers, both
members of our Society, and organisers of the successful Broken Hill trip
in 2002 .

Booking details will be in our June Newsletter - but do make a diary
note now!
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Adjacent to this is stabled the 'gas truck', an iconic 1933 Dodge utility
used to transport students in crushing numbers to College ' events' ; it is
currently under repair after being defected by police in Hindley Street one
memorable night.
Of particular interest was the Chapel, originally part of the stables, with its
huge altar, stained glass windows by a young Cedar Prest, a religious
painting by John's father, Charles Bannon, and a processional banner
worked by his wife, Angela.
The 1870s and 1880s saw the establishment of the substantial Hawker
House and Downer House. John mentioned in passing that in the 1940s the
7

College was closed to students and occupied by the RAAF and later the
WAAF.
A walk past the impressive Master's House brought us to the Ballroom and
what was, for many, the highlight of the tour. John explained the evolution
of the University Colleges in Adelaide - St Mark's (originally Anglican),
Lincoln (Methodist) and Aquinas (Catholic), all housing male students
originally, and St Anne's for women. Today all four Colleges are coeducational.
John then spoke of the lasting friendship forged between the owner John
Downer (grandfather of Alexander, the present Minister for Foreign
Affairs) and Edmund Barton, the Prime Minister, who often stayed in the
house.
Members were absorbed to find that the two men spent many hours tidying
up the Australian Constitution fanned at the Convention. John showed us
the actual table at which they worked and a gavel made from timber
salvaged from Colonel Light's cottage. The magnificent room evoked a
very strong sense of history.
A similar feeling greeted members in the Common Room where they were
treated to a delicious light dinner in the presence of past Masters (including
Foundation Master Archie Grenfell Price and immediate Past Master Robin
Ashwin, brother of former BHS member Philip), patrons and sponsors,
whose portraits and photographs adorned the walls.
We are deeply indebted to John Bannon for one of the most significant
tours our members have enjoyed.
Footnote: Alumni of St Mark's have made major contributions in all walks
of life around the world: 29 undergraduates have received Rhodes
Scholarships; current enrolment is 240 (25% from overseas) and for those
members thinking of sending grandchildren to St Mark's, full board is
currently $280 per week.

Peter Davies

STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR THE BURNSIDE
COMMUNITY
Monday 20 February 2006

Huxley Lawler, introduced by Mayor Wendy Greiner, explained in detail
the process involved in attempting to achieve20/20 Vision for Burnside.
Burnside City Council spent eighteen months looking into Strategic
Planning in an effort to find out what the community wanted, and whether it
was financially viable to implement the plan. Council believed it was
important that the community felt a sense of belonging and ownership.
Thus from the beginning the process involved much consultation.
Four main phases were involved: research and analysis; consultation and
innovation; strategy development, and consultation and endorsement of
Vision 20/20. In the research and analysis phase, nine key areas were
looked at: social and community development, environment, open space and
recreation, built fonn and character, economic development, asset
management, finance and funding, organizational development, and
governance. It was expected that by 2020 the population of Burnside
would be 47,000, 27% of the population would be over the age of 65, and
baby boomers would be expected to comprise 26% of the population. As a
result there would be an increase in the demand for aged accommodation
and an increase in the need for smaller houses and yards.
Burnside is an extremely attractive, leafy, desirable area where 98% of
properties are located within 500m of open space; there are 35,000 street
trees and 111 parks and reserves comprising 90 hectares. Although
Burnside has 16% of households with incomes over $100,000, by contrast
24% have incomes of less than $26,000, and an increasing number of
people are on fixed incomes.
Every effort was made to get the community involved, providing quality
information that could be utilized. Information was collected from groups
as well as individuals, 'experts' and lay people. Forums and workshops
were held and focus groups of families, young people, older people, new
residents, baby boomers, and others recruited on a statistical basis.
Questionnaires were sent to every household, telephone surveys carried out
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and individual submissions requested. Staff teams then analysed and
collated this mass of information integrating it to the findings of the
research and analysis phase and taking community aspirations into
consideration. There was clearly a strong sense of community ownership .
Strategic directions emanating from the process emphasized the importance
of an integrated urban form and living spaces, protected and valued
environment, diverse happy and healthy people, led by an inclusive and
connected council. Four main elements are inextricably linked and interrelated: urban form, environment, people and council. Huxley concluded
with the Vision Statement: 'We are renowned for our City's green and
leafy character and unique integrated urban form. We are highly regarded
for our sense of belonging and strong community spirit, support for one
another, diversity and commitment to the environment'.
June Ward

THANK YOU and WELCOME
At our February meeting, a Certificate of Acknowledgement was presented
to our former Supper Co-ordinator, Pauline Hiscock, in sincere
appreciation for her splendid service in that role in recent years.
We also welcomed our new Supper Co-ordinator, Hazel Newton, and know
she will enjoy taking on this integral part of the Society's life, for which we
thank her.

CONGRATULATIONS
Our Treasurer, Richard House (a 'wonder man' who wears many hats)
recently received an award from the Coastal Protection Board for his
enthusiastic and important work in protecting our valuable and unique
coasts around Victor Harbour and adjacent areas.

NOT SO MUCH A BLACK SHEEP ...
Richard House's article in the previous Newsletter reminded me of some of
the exploits of my paternal great-grandfather, Alexander Calderwood, as
detailed in Elizabeth Warburton's definitive history of Burnside, The
Paddocks Beneath.

'Alexander Calderwood (1814-1891), wheelwright and carpenter
from East Kilbride, Scotland, was a well-known character among
the first group of settlers.
As the local constable and poundkeeper, he came into contact
with numbers of irate men convinced that they were fined too
heavily and their cattle impounded too promptly, or whose drunken
persons were arrested with unreasonable force.
In the role of landlord, too, Calderwood came to blows: "It
appears", reports the Southern Australian in May 1843, "that
Calderwood, wishing to expel Gardiner, had commenced taking off
the roof, when the latter interposed and the dispute ended in
Calderwood giving Gardiner several severe blows with an adze to
the head ... both men have hitherto borne excellent characters".
After thirty years of toil at Magill, Calderwood was able to buy a
farm at Condowie in the mid-North and achieve the emigrant's
dream of becoming a landed proprietor. Magill, however,
remained "home" to the family, some of whom lived in the vicinity
all their lives; at the end, both parents with six of their children
were buried in the local cemetery from the Methodist Chapel of
which Alexander Calderwood was one of the original trustees.'
Afterword: The family cottage in Balmoral Avenue only recently
succumbed to the 'Tuscanisation' of Adelaide.

The leafy sea dragon depicted on the artistic award is an appropriate
symbol for such voluntary dedication.

Peter Davies

Richard has promised to bring his sea dragon to one of our monthly
meetings so that we can all enjoy seeing this well-deserved tribute.

[Editor's Note: What about your family? Have you got a black sheep,
or a grey one, or slightly off-white? They are so much more interesting
than pale sheep! Please share them with us.]

10
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

Notice is hereby given that the 25 th Annual General Meeting of the
Burnside Historical Society Inc. will be held in the Burnside Community
Centre on Monday 17 April 2006 (Easter Monday), at 7.45 pm. (Please
note the earlier commencing time o/7.45 pm for our AGM in order that
the talk which follows may begin around 8 pm in the usual way.)

NOMINATION FORM

AGENDA

The following member is nominated to serve on the Committee:
Nominee .. .. ... .. ..... . . ... .. ..... .......... . ... .. .. .... .. .. ... . .... ······ ....... .... .
Address ... ...... .. .. ...... ' ..... .... . ... .... .... .... ..... .. .... ..... . .. . . .. . .. ..... .. ..

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Welcome
Apologies
Minutes of the previous AGM held on 18/4/2005
President's Report
Treasurer's Report
Determination of Subscription Fees for 2006/2007
Election of the Committee for 2006/2007
Election of the Auditor for 2006/2007
Any other business

The current Committee (elected at the previous AGM) consists of:
President
* Isabel Williams OAM, JP
Vice-President
* Peter Davies
Secretary
* Sharan Northcott
Treasurer
* Richard House
Other Members: John Clark
John Love
* Natalie Stow
* Eleanor Trott
June Ward
* Brian Ward
In accordance with Paragraph 8. l of the Society's Constitution, the
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and three other members
are due to retire. The members whose names are marked* (above) are
those whose tenn expires at the 2006 AGM, and are eligible for re-election.
12

Tel.. . ......... ... . .. .. . ..... . .. , ... ... ... .......... .. ....... .

. .. . ... ...... ... ... ········

Committee position ... ..... ..... .. .......... ......... .. ... .. , ... ·• · .... .. · ·· ··· ..... .
for the term of office between .............. ........... .and
(e.g. between 2006 and 2007 or 2006 and 2008. *Se~

b~i~~~--)· ···

*******
I agree to accept nomination for the above position:

Signature of nominee .......... ....... . .... ... .... . ....... ...... .... ... . ... ..........
Proposed by.. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . .. .. . .. . ...... .. ....... .... .... .. ........ ..... . ······
Seconded by.. . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . .. .. . . . ............ . ...... . ........ ... ... ... ..... . ..

* Ea~h year the following are elected for a one-year term:
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer.
Three Committee Members are elected each alternate year for a twoyear term.
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BUSHY PARK PLAQUE
!This page is left blank intentionally.]

A previous newsletter gave details of the unveiling of a BHS plaque at
Bushy Park on 23 October 2004. The following extract from the John
McDouall Stuart Newsletter of December 2004 gives added information
about Bushy Park, the site of the home built in 1857 by Patrick Auld who,
with his family, established the famous Auldana Vineyards and Winery.
Tony Auld ' s talk at the unveiling included the following interesting details:
'In 1835, at the age of 24, my great-great-grandfather Patrick, married
Eliza Mackennal at Stranraer, in the south-west of Scotland. In all, they
had seven children, sadly only three survived. Patrick was the proprietor
of a wine and spirit business at Stalybridge, due east of Manchester,
where three of the children were born. The family boarded the S.S.
Fortitude in the winter of 1841 and arrived in Adelaide 6 April 1842.
Patrick commenced business as a wine and spirit merchant in Hindley
Street, Adelaide, which proved most successful; later selling his
wholesale wine and spirit business to James Disher and William Milne in
August 1846.
Prior to disposing of his business interests, Patrick had purchased from
the Government 230 acres of land at Magill. In 1845 he bought 134 acres
from Sir James Malcolm for 200 Pounds, making a total of 364 acres. He
built his first house in what is now East Street (at the junction of
McGlasson Avenue), a large 12-roomed house with stables and a cottage.
According to the rate assessment, the house was called Home Park and it
is described with panoramic views. This is where Patrick was to plant his
vine cuttings which he brought with him on the Fortitude.
In 1849 Patrick and Eliza decided to return to England to educate their
three children : Agnes, Georgina and William Patrick [referred to as 'Pat'
in this article] ... .. Their father returned to Adelaide in 1852 and
completed the house at Auldana (in 1854) just east and further up the hill
from his first house. This is when he extended his vine plantings and
named the property Bushy Park, perhaps after a famous park in London .
Eliza and the three children returned in 1854 and young Pat attended
Adelaide Educational Institute, under the famous school principal Mr J.L.
Young. He then spent over two years in the employ of the SurveyorGeneral, George Woodroffe Goyder, where he learnt the art of surveying
and the skills of a bushman . By this time (1860), Patrick had built a
simple gravity flow style of winery, consisting of seven slate tanks of
4,850 gallons, seven slate tanks of 5,000 gallons, 25 casks of varied sizes
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and six vats of 4,600 gallons, with crushers and presses and bottling
facilities. This was situated directly east of the house ....
[Young Pat had also become involved in his father's vineyard] but in 1862
he joined John McDouall Stuart on his epic expedition across the
continent. This brought Pat instant fame; however, he returned to
Au/dana where he settled down to learning the art of viticulture and wine
making . In 1864, he again got "itchy feet" and applied to join the
Honourable Boyle Travers Finniss expedition. Pat spent the next 12
months from March 1864 to March 1865 as one of the South Australian
Government employed members of this expedition, sent to establish a
settlement on Australia's north coast. ...
Patrick could see that marketing of his product was becoming a
challenging consideration so, in 1866, he went back to England to
establish markets for his wine, leaving Pat to manage the property. In
November 1866, Pat married Eliza Hartland Strawbridge, and they had
three children . ... In the meantime, Patrick was spending more time in
England setting up a company to market his wine. Pat was taking over
the reins of managing the vineyard and cellars, a very demanding
occupation Auldana continued to expand and the wines began to win
prizes in London , Paris, Vienna, Amsterdam, Bordeaux, Philadelphia and
Calcutta ... .
In 1888 Pat became involved in financial difficulties and the mortgage
was taken over by Sir Josiah Symon; Pat remained on as a manager for
two years and then commenced his own business as a wine and spirit
merchant. He died in 1912 and is buried in the West Terrace Cemetery.
His son, W illiam George (my grandfather) carried on the business and
was President of the South Australian Vignerons Association; a wine
judge at the Adelaide wine shows and also chairman of the Wine Section
of the Royal Agriculture and Horticultural Show Society .... The Bushy
Park l1ouse was demolished in 1980, the last occupant being a Mrs E.J.D.
Scotney who resided there and agisted horses in the paddocks ....
I wou ld like to conclude by commending the Burnside City Council for
their support, interest and activity in recognising and acknowledging items
of historical interest; thanks to the Mayor of Burnside, Wendy Greiner,
and also Elaine Smyth and the Burnside Historical Society Inc. for today's
commemoration . Thank you all for attending.'
Tony Auld
Source: Abridged from 'Plaque Dedicated to Pioneer of Wine Industry',
.Tohn McDouall Stuart Society Newsletter, No. 112, December 2004, pp.3-4.
Acknowled:~ment is made of the kind permission of the J.McD.Stuart
Society to reproduce the above.
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CLAYTON WESLEY UNITING CHURCH th
THE SPIRE ON THE PARADE MARKS ITS 150
Do you have a family connection with Clayton Congregational or
Norwood Wesley church? If so, you might like to celebrate the 150tJ'
anniversary of the Clayton Wesley congregation on Palm Sunday.
(The church is situated at the corner of The Parade and Portrush Road,
Beulah Park 5067, tel. 8331 9589.) Program details of the celebrations
are indicated below.
* Thursday 6 April, 1.30 pm - Clayton Church Groups Reunion
Reunion of members of Clayton Christian Youth Fellowship, Sunday
School, sporting teams (netball, tennis, badminton, cricket, football) and
those who attended dances at Clayton. Venue: Lecture Hall (at rear of the
church) . Contact: John Whittam (tel. 8431 1898)

* Sunday 9 April (Palm Sunday)
10 am - 150th Anniversary Service Celebrating 150 years of worship.
Guest preacher: Revd. Don Catford, former Moderator for South Australia
of the Uniting Church in Australia.
12 noon - 150°' Luncheon
RSVP by 19 March to 8331 9589. Launch of The Spire on the Parade -

Clayton-Wesley Uniting Church 1856-2006.
2 pm - 150th Concert
Choirs and musicians from the much-acclaimed music program at
Pembroke School.
All the above events are free but bookings are essential for the
luncheon (tel. 8331 9589). Additional details on the Clayton Wesley
website www.claytonwesley .org.au
The history of the church
Independent Congregational Church services began in the Village of
Kensington in 1844. At first, meetings were held in the home of Mr and
Mrs John Roberts, then in the village's Independent Christian Chapel in
High Street, followed by a larger meeting place in Maesbury Street. In
December 1853, a split occurred in this congregation. After a few months,
the breakaway group was able to support a minister (Revd. John H.
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Barrow) and temporary accommodation was found in a hall in Bridge
Street that the group leased from John Roberts.
During 1855 a large and commanding site on the comer of Portrush Road
(then known as Kensington Terrace) and the Parade (then East Parade) was
purchased. On this site a new stone ancl brick church, 'a spatial and
ornamental chapel' was built. As a result of a huge effort to encourage .
donations from leading business men and Members of Parliament, the new
Congregational Chapel was opened free of debt. This building, now known
as the Lecture Hall, was opened on 13 April 1856. The name Clayton
Chapel was adopted at the request of John Roberts in honour of his former
Congregational pastor in London, Rev. John Clayton Jnr., and reflecting the
regard with which Roberts was held. A gallery was added to the chapel in
1862. It is the opening of the building, 150 years ago, that the
congregation is celebrating in 2006.
The congregation grew rapidly and in 1881 it was decided to build a larger
church in front of the existing church. This fine building with its 38 metre
high steeple and seating for 560 persons was opened on 17 May 1883 and
has since become a notable and well-known landmark- The Spire on the
Parade. The front of the church is graced with a 3 x 2 m carved marble
relief depicting Jesus' Presentation at the Temple. The master sculptor
William J. Maxwell executed the work and he and his wife donated it to the
church. A fine new organ built by J.E. Dodd & Sons of Adelaide was
installed in the church in 1897.
In April 1973 the Norwood Wesley Methodist (now Russian Community
Centre) and Clayton Congregational fellowships formally merged after
several years of working together. In 1977, Clayton Wesley Church
became part of the newly formed Uniting Church in Australia. Then in
October 2000, the St Morris Uniting Church and Clayton Wesley Uniting
Church congregations amalgamated.
Clayton Church is an important part of many people's lives. Its
congregation is actively involved in community outreach, notably through
its shop 'Goodies' . The church has as its primary goal to build and sustain
a community of Christian faith through 'sharing friendship , worship and
care'.
Geoffrey Bishop
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OUT AND ABOUT
-+The Eastern Regional Historical Societies Seminar will be held in the
Function Room of Wilderness School, Hawkers Road, Medindie on
Saturday 8 April 2006, hosted by the Walkerville Historical Society.
For registration details and other information, please contact them on 8269
5982.

-+'In History We Trust', 15 th State History Conference, 27-28 May
2006, Adelaide.
The History Trust has announced details of the 15 th State History
Conference, to be held in Adelaide on 27-28 May 2006. This year the
History Trust will mark its 25 th anniversary, and in keeping with this
significant event, the Conference will reflect on history making in South
Australia with a special focus on the past 25 years.
Further details can be obtained from either Kate Walsh or Jan Mudge,
Community History Unit, History Trust of South Australia, Tel. 8203
9888 .

-+Toe Field Geology Club of South Australia invites our members to
take part in two excursions they have arranged this year.
(a) 5-day excursion to the Grampians (geology, birds, plants and
wine): Tuesday 18 April - Saturday 22 April 2006.
(b) 8-day excursion to Eyre Peninsula (geology, scenery, oysters and
wine): Saturday 30 September - Saturday 7 October 2006.

For further information on the above tours, please contact the excursion
organiser, Bob Major 8352 8949.
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DISCLAIMER
Views and opinions expressed in articles in the Newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Burnside Historical Society Inc.
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed,
responsibility is not accepted for any errors they may contain that are out of
the Society's control.

THE PRIVACY ACT

OBJECTI v1,:s
The objccltvl:S of lhe Society shall be:
10 arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of
2.1
Australian and South Australian history and in particular, the history of
the City of Burnside;
to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of
2.2
works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
history;
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites
2.3
of hi storical significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-opera te with similar societies and other bodies throughout
2.4
Au ·tra lia;
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the
2.5
at lai nmcnt of any of the above objectives.
Ofqq l•>BEARERS FOR 2005-2006
Isabel Williams OAM, JP (8379 4090)
President:
"
Responsible Officer:
(8379 1039)
Peter Davies
Vice-President:
(833 2 1761)
Sharan Northcott
Secretary:
Richard House
Treasu rcr:
John Clark, John Love, Natalie Stow, Eleanor
Comm ittee:

Trott, Brian Ward and June Ward
A member' s personal information collected by the Society, for example
name, address and telephone number, will only be used for forwarding of
the Newsletter and relevant inforn1ation concerning the Society.
This infom1ation will not be shared, sold or given to any third party without
the member ' s consent.
Any emails will be treated as above. However, any information sent by
email will be at the sender' s risk and the Society will not be held
responsible for any unintended use or disclosure of this information.

New ~leUe r Subcommittee:
Eli zabeth Rogers, Editor (8379 3163), Peter Davies and Barbara Parker
Elizabeth and Alan Brooker, Alan Cross,
Contributors:
Brian Ward, June Ward, Mary Wilson, Elaine
Smyth and occasional other contributors
whose names appear in relevant newsletters.
Distribution Organiser: Janet Clark (8379 6756)
Bob Brown
Mailin g Distribution:
Sup1>cr Co-ordinator:

Hazel Newton

Front cover: The statue of St Mark in the Downer Fountain in the Small
Quadrangle, St Mark's College, North Adelaide (with Downer House in the
background). Source: St Mark 's College, The Building and Grounds, by Gavin
Walkley, published by the College, 1985. (See pp.7-8 for report of our visit to the
College in January this year. )
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