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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

FROM THE EDITOR' S DESK
Details of the exciting calendar of events for the first few months of 2006 are
included in this issue. We commence our year with another popular twi light
meeting on Monday 16 January 2006. Do complete the enclosed Booking Sheet
and return as soon as possible if you wi sh to att end whnt is sure to be a most
enjoyable event.
As this is the last issue of the Newsletter for 2005, we wi sh to th an k :i ll those
involved with its production. It is definitely a tea m clT011 i11 volvi11 r, 11 ut 011ly the
Newsletter Subcommittee but also contributors and di st rib 11 tors, :i nd I hose who
organise the disttibution roster and the ma iling out to othe1 111c111 b1;1s. !\ ncl our
readers are appreciated also!
This issue includes some intrigu in g cont ribu ti ons by 111c111llcrs ra111•,111g f"rom a
'black sheep' to a 150-year old oak tree l Such arti cles bast:d 011 1K·1su11:il or local
history make for absorbing reading. Readers arc cnco11 ra gcd to sc ud i11 any
similar anecdotes.
Such items can be sent any time to the Newslett er Eclil or :11 the So ·i ·ty's :1ddress
(on the inside back cover) .
A happy and healthy Christmas to our members - and 11\j\)' 200<> Ile 11111 or 111any
enriching experiences.
Elizabeth Rogers
Editor
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People around the world celebrate Christmas in a myriad of ways - all of
them positive, following the age-old traditions of particular countries.
Some of the celebrations incorporate pagan traditions which preceded the
familiar ones of Christianity. The burning of the Yule Log exemplifies the
pagan belief that fire is purifying and revitalising, and that the Virgin Mary
entered the homes of the humble to warm her newborn Child against the
burning log. Decorating the Christmas Tree was popularised in 1841 when
Prince Albert had a tree set up in Windsor Castle for Queen Victoria and
their children. Carol Singing is another English tradition which began as
groups of singers went from house to house. Some popular carols were
written in the nineteenth century, and I love to hear our own Australian
carols which suit our country much better. Candles, paper lanterns and
coloured lights are widespread, plus the tradition of exchanging gifts and
the enactment of the story of the birth of the Baby Jesus as well as the
preparation of special food.
We join in the excitement and the spirit of Christmas as we buy our gifts
from the highly-decorated and heavily-laden shelves of the shops, and we
bring out our lists of friends to whom we send a Christmas card - maybe
our only communication throughout the years. It is pleasing to be able to
buy cards with an Australian theme.
As we grow older, we hand over the cooking of the turkey and the making
of the Christmas pudding to younger members of the family, but we show
no surprise if the barbeque or the picnic lunch basket appears. Churches
with their excellent choirs, and orchestras throughout the world, delight us
with the beautiful music of well-known composers, whose names and music
will be everlasting - and here in Adelaide, we have our own magical
Christmas Pageant - a joy for everyone.
So, as the 25 December approaches, I wish you all a joyous Christmas
celebration and a happy and healthy New Year. Together with the
Committee, I look forward to your company at our interesting and friendly
meetings in 2006. Thank you all for your support and encouragement.
Happy Christmas
Isabel Williams OAM, President

PROGRAM 2006
Our energetic and innovative Program Subcommittee have again produced
an exciting and challenging calendar of activities for us. Details of events
for the first few months of 2006 are indicated below
Do remember to always check the program in each newsletter as there are
occasions, due to circumstances beyond our control, when dates and/or
speakers change from those printed in an earlier issue - and additional
events may be indicated.

Monday 20 February 2006 at 8 pm
Vision 2020 - Past, Present and Future
Speaker: Huxley Lawler, Manager, Burnside Council's Strategy and
Environment Department, introduced by Mayor Wendy Greiner.

Our speaker will outline the process undertaken to develop the Council's
Vision 2020 Strategic Plan, including the research, analysis and the
community consultation program - the most extensive such program ever
undertaken by local government in South Australia and possibly Australia.
Monday 20 March 2006 at 8 pm
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Speaker: Valmai Hankel, PSM

MEETINGS
MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside
Community Centre, comer Portrush Road and Fisher Street, Tu smore (car
park and entrance off Fisher Street) at 8 pm on the third Monday of the
month unless an alternative time or venue is notified. Admission is free
including supper. Visitors are most welcome.
(lnfonnation regarding our talks is always sent to the ' Eastern Couri er' for
possible publication in the Wednesday issue prior to our meeting. )

Monday 16 January 2006 at 5.30 pm
Tour of St Mark's College, North Adelaide, followed by meal.

The BHS year gets off to a great start with a popular twilight meeting.
Our tour of one of Adelaide's historical University Colleges will be
conducted by the Master of the College, Hon Jolm Ba1mon.
The tour, which takes approximately one hour, will be fo llowed by a light
di1mer in the College Conm1on Room at a cost of $ 15 per person. (Wine
may be purchased at $5 per glass. )
Please see the enclosed Booking Sheet for further details .
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Valmai will tell of some inland Australian explorers, such as John
McDouall Stuart, Jolm McKinlay, William Landsborough, Ernest Giles
and Caroline Creaghe. Her talk will be based on their journals and her own
(mainly solo) experiences in some of the country through which they
travelled.
Our speaker retired in June 2001 after working at the State Library of SA
for over 43 years, where her special interest was in rare books and their
promotion. She has had a lifelong interest in some of our explorers, and
writt~n the introductions to the facsimile journals of many of them
published by the Friends of the State Library. Valmai is also a well-known
wine writer for three publications.
Easter Monday 17 April 2006, with AGM starting at 7.45 pm, followed
by talk at 8 pm. Please note the earlier starting time.

More details about the talk to follow our AGM will be in the March
Newsletter, but please note the information below.

Army History and the Keswick Army Museum
Speaker: Sven Kuusk, Curator, Keswick Army Museum
Sven, a retired army officer, will tell us the stories behind the collection of
memorabilia from all wars stored at the Keswick Anny Museum.
.. Information about the program for the remainder of 2006 is
still being finalised, and details will appear in future Newsletters.
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WELCOME
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MURRAY MEANDER
19 - 21 August 2005

We welcome the following new members who joined the Society since
publication of our previous Newsletter.

Jean Bailey of St Georges
Elizabeth Harvey of Glenside
Lois Ugody of Toorak Gardens
We look forward to meeting them at our activities and know they will enjoy
their association with us.

VACANCY
Pauline Hiscock, who has been such a splendid Supper Co-ordinator in
recent years, has now retired.
We thank Pauline for her cheerful, efficient and friendl y manner in
connection with supper, which added to the enjoyable atmosphere of our
monthly talks.
Therefore, the Society needs a replacement person (male or female, single
or couple) to co-ordinate the arrangements for the provision of supper, a
most interesting and integral part of our monthly meetings (ten a year) .
The Supper Co-ordinator is assisted by '· supper helpers, so there is always
a support group. However, co-ordination of the supper roster, and supply
of provisions, etc., is required for this most essentia l service to continue.
If you would like to become more closely involved with our Society, and
enjoy meeting members, why not have fun and pleasure while coordinating. So please ring our Secretary Sharan Northcott Tel. 8332 1761
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Departing from Burnside in damp and overcast conditions on Friday 19
August 2005, we were uplifted by Peter Davies's 'health supplement' and
driver Corrie's 'sugar hit', proceeding with raised spirits and great
anticipation .
Driving through the Adelaide Hills, we could envisage why the area was so
attractive to the early settlers from European backgrounds and how the
buildings and amenities reflected their origins.
From the eastern escarpment of the Mount Lofty Ranges, we quickly
gained our first view of the mallee environment and learned of the early
settlement of this area by farmers, mostly from the Barossa Valley, who
had a need to find more land for their large families, and whose background
is still so evident at the present time.
Crossing the Murray at Swan Reach we were into the true Murray Mallee,
and i1mnediately conscious of the attempts by early pastoralists to wrest a
living from this most unfriendly envirom11ent. From man-made watering
points to the natural Aboriginal water places, the imp01iance of this vital,
life-sustaining element has been critical in the occupation and development
of the area.
Evidence of native use of the area, even if in a limited fashion, indicates an
ability to utilize the available resources which, by European standards, was
quite outstanding. Though the Murray Mallee has been described as ' dull,
lifeless green, stretching away in unbroken monotony to the horizon', it
proved to be full of interest and great variability. From the red sands of
moderate fertility .near Loxton to the infertile white Molyneux sands of the
Lower Mallee, the changing vegetation has a fascination all its own, and
has experienced periods of occupational optimism and great despondency.
The present landholders' pride in their country is nowhere more evident
than in the breathtaking Pi1maroo Tourist and Heritage Centre, where we
looked back in time through the pioneering of the area. Ever-changing
farming operations have seen blocks of only a few hundred acres,
abandoned during the Depression and drought years, now consolidated into
5

holdings often times the size, employing radically advanced fanning
techniques.

RADIO - A HISTORY AS I SEE IT
Monday 19 September 2005

Further south, the Bordertown area proved that the better soils and rainfall
of this western extremity of the 'Wimmera' encouraged a much more stable
agricultural scenario with continuity of family ownership and financial
success.
We made our way home through the 'Ninety Mile Desert', developed into
the 'Coonalpyn Downs' by the discovery of the importance of trace
elements (such as copper, zinc and cobalt) to the health of pasture, plants
and livestock. Fifty years on, the effect of large-scale clearing of the mallee
growth is now giving rise to salinity problems which have always been
threatening but are now appearing as a major challenge for the future.
This most successful tour was assured by the extensive research and
literature supplied by our guide Colin Harris, whose knowledge of, and
passion for, the Mallee was so evident during a truly memorable weekend.

Max McKay

VALE DAVID WILSON
The Society was saddened to hear of the recent death of David Wilson, who
had been a member since September 2001.
During that time, David's enthusiasm, interest and pleasant nature were so
evident. He never had to be asked to help, but volwiteered for many duties
which he always did so cheerfully and efficiently, with good humour and
courtesy. David was always among those who set out the chairs and
returned them after meetings; he was one of the willing supper helpers, and
not only delivered newsletters in his large area, but always offered help in
any other way whenever required.
We will miss his happy personality but are privileged to have had him as a
member of our Burnside Historical Society 'family'. Vale, David.
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Through the marvels of our recently acquired power point equipment (via
the kind donation of a member who wishes to remain anonymous), Tony
showed the chronological beginnings of radio which started in 1905 when
the Federal Parli~~nent passed the Wireless Telegraphy Act.
He pointed out, what many of us remember, that 50-60 years ago was the
'golden age of radio', and listed some of the well-remembered programs of
those days - Blue Hills; Search for the Golden Boomerang; The Argonauts;
The Village Glee Club; The Jack Davey Show; Dad and Dave; Mrs 'Obbs;
Lux Radio Theatre; Pick-A-Box, and others that were part of the culture of
our community at that time. He mentioned that, unfortunately, some of the
programs also exhibited many of the sexist and racist trends of the day,
again part of that era's society. Hopefully, we are now better educated
·
regarding ignorant sexist and racist prejudices.
Programs referred to by Tony included Kindergarten of the Air, which
commenced in Western Australia during World War II. Radio for Schools
was first broadcast on 23 May 1933 in the ABC Studio 5CL, Hindmarsh
Square. Television for schools conunenced in the early 1960s. Programs
emphasised Science and Mathematics because of the ' space race' at that
time and the perceived inadequacies in the above subject areas by western
countries. Later, programs on Shakespeare and History were added to the
an1azing output from the Collinswood studios.
Tony's career took him to Radio Adelaide 5UV where he was involved with
the 'Keep Yourself Alive' segment. He also interviewed over 50 significant
Australian educators for the Australian College of Education and the
National Library of Australia. From there, Tony eventually found himself
in his present occupation, 'Take Time' - a lifelong learning initiative, at
PBAFM 89.7.
We were privileged to share memories of Tony's on-going mediajoumey,
which he obviously enjoys so much. His talk indicated the importance of
radio in our lives - either at school or home - even today. Radio brings the
world to us.
Elizabeth Rogers
7

UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
Monday 1 7 October 2005

Unabashed visionary, Professor Jack Cross's love of life and learning held
his audience enthralled as he outlined the history and impact of the
University of the Third Age (U3A) movement. 'University' is used in the.
mediaeval sense of the word (i.e. sans entry requirements, exams, etc.) and
the 3rd Age is that between retirement and 'frail old age' - this means that
membership ranges in age from 55 to 95 , with an average of 75 years, and
with women outnumbering men 2: 1.
The modem University of the Third Age began in Toulouse, near Paris, in
1973; commenced in Melbourne in 1984, and Adelaide in 1986, when it
was pioneered by the doyen of Adult/Further Education, Colin Lawton .
The basic concept of U3A is volunteerism - people teach and learn from
each other' s areas of interest and expertise - and the love of life-long
learning. In South Australia there are 18 branches, sp reading from
Adelaide and the Hills to Whyalla in the north and Mount Gambier in the
south, catering for the needs of over 3,000 members (in Australia, there are
52,000). The teaching methodology is basically lectures (with the absolute
importance of ' comfort' breaks stressed), and includes much reference to
past experience, encouraging members to recall and reflect upon ideas.
Lessons are held between 10 am and 3 pm, governed by bus timetables to a
large degree. No classes are held during school vacations as most members
are engaged in the baby-sitting duties of grandparents.
Studies include 'existential' subjects such as literature, religion,
philosophy, drama, history and film. Also popular are ' hobby ' subjects
such as tai chi, yoga, cards, music, basic computer courses in word
processing, and use of the internet, foreign languages (Latin in particular,
French, Gern1a.n, Spanish) and excursions and strolls.
The benefits of U3A were assessed as health, quality of life and social
interaction (none of them formally recognized by the govenunent) which is
why U3A operates on a shoestring. Jack considered that, generally, U3A
students are the keenest he has ever taught. He foresaw some possible
problems in the future as 'baby boomers' from post-1946 move into .
retirement, a more educated (but not necessarily wiser) group than the
8

present one. Funding will continue to be a problem although Jack was
encouraged by the possibility of bequests from past students; the need for
more technological teaching equipment is likely to exacerbate the problem.
In conclusion, Jack predicted that one of the major growth areas for future
employment will be in aged care, and he encouraged members of the
audience to consider joining U3A if they were not already involved.
As well as being a supremely gifted teacher/lecturer, our guest speaker is
something of a showman and a number of his anecdotes had members
laughing out loud in recognition He had our sympathy when he told us of
the little old lady who was asked: 'What did you learn last week? - and
who replied, 'I've forgotten ... but I know it was exciting!'
And I recommend those who were not present at the meeting to borrow the
tape of Jack's presentation to learn about the other precious little lady from
whom our speaker in his 'garden clothes', attempted to buy a pot of jam!
Peter Davies

THE PARKLANDS OF ADELAIDE
Adelaide is lucky to have its surrounding lush, green parklands - and we
have Colonel William Light to thank. Light came from a military
background, so when platming the city, defence was one of his many
considerations. At that time, cannons were seen as the best heavy artillery
available.
Therefore, when Light plaimed the parklands, he measured them out to the
length of cannon ball fire. If there was ever a11 attempted invasion, civilians
could fall back to the city and the anned forces could fire their artillery
over the parklands to the invading forces , effectively making the parklands
a battlefield.
Source: Advertiser, 26 August 2005, p.67.
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25 TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
Friday 7 October 2005

On Friday ih October some sixty six members of the society sat
th
down at the Feathers Hotel to celebrate the 25 anniversary of the
society. During the evening members were able to catch up with
many old friends and reminisce about 'the early days ' . President
Isabel Williams started by introducing Richard House and asking
him to officiate, listing the offices of the society that he had held
for 24 of those 25 years. Richard then opened the evening by
saying that the society still had thirty three of the original members
amongst its numbers and he named nineteen of those who were
present, asking them to stand. He also listed those who were not
present.
Apart from enjoying the meal , we also heard from , four members
about how the society had developed. Bill Cooper told us how he
had been a serving member .of the Burnside Council in the late
th
1970s when the Council was about to celebrate its 125
anniversary. He had chaired the committee which led to the
commissioning of Elizabeth Warburton to write The Paddocks
Beneath which is still the 'Bible' of Burnside history. Her work
had stimulated the interest in local history and led the Mayor
Coralie Soward to call the meeting which subsequently resulted in
the creation of the Burnside Historical Society. ·
Margaret Black who was also an early Chairman of the society told
us about some of the early meetings and the writing of several
walking tour leaflets. She told us that after the first convening
meeting on 20 th August 1980 the first meeting with a talk had been
The death of Constable William Hyde, by Sergeant Malcolm
th
Schluter of the Police Historical Society on 15 September that year.
Guided walking tour leaflets had been researched and written for the
village of Burnside, Knightsbridge and Rose Park. She also
mentioned the strong role that had been provided by Wendy Bromell
from the library.
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Later in the evening Richard House told us about a number of the
other activities of the society apart from the monthl y meetings with
a speaker. For example since 1986 the society has been invo lved in
the annual placing of historical plaques around the Burnside area in
conjunction with the Burnside Council. Tours have also been
conducted through the Qlen Osmond mines. He also mentioned the
publications of the Origin of the Burnside Street Names and the
Origin of the Burnside suburb names. Another publication had been
the recording of all Burnside plaques with a close up photo of the
wording and another showing the streetscape. Richard also Iisted all
those members who had been awarded Honorary Li fe Membership
of the Society as a token of thanks for their strong contri butions. A
round of applause followed each naming.
The final speaker was Elizabeth Rogers who was the source o f mu ch
amusement when she reminded us of a number o f anecdotes
referring to incidents on outings. One story referred to the occa ion
when the bus company being used by the BHS had another bus
stopped at the same point and two lady members were so ngro sed
in their conversation that they got onto the wron g bus. Another story
was about the husband of a member who accidental Iy tri ed to get
into the bedroom of another guest, and a third was about the member
who knocked out her (newly implanted) front teeth by tripp ing wh en
going through a low doorway at a ruined homestead.
The evening ended when the Mayor of Burnside W endy Gre ine r
congratulated the society on its achievements and proposed a toa t
to its future. Each person attending the evening rece ived a souvenir
anniversary wine glass illustrated with the name of the society and
the image of the Old Toll Gate at the bottom of M oun t Osmo nd
Road.
Richard House

25

th

BIRTHDAY DINNER PHOTOGRAPHERS

If anybody took photographs at the above dinner, which th ey thin k may be
of general interest to members, please contact our Secretary, Sharan
Northcott, Tel 8332 1761.
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 1933
Monday 21 November 2005

Our speaker, Ian Carter, was Manager of the Pageant for 10 years until his
retirement. In his presentation he showed his passion for the event and his
enthusiasm to see that it was one of the most successful in the world. In ·
his final pageant three years ago he drove the little red car for his last time.
Over the years there have only been five pageant managers.

All the music on the floats is taped and plays continually. It helps to bring
the floats alive. The bands are encouraged to play more than the drums
during their breaks . The pageant has more sound than many others that
occur in different parts of the world.
Now up to 300,000 people come to see the pageant mmually. The blue
honour line to mark the route was introduced in 1958 and works well.
Other cities haveJried it for parades without the success of Adelaide' s
crowd control.

Father Christmas first came to Adelaide in 1896 when he handed out bags
of lollies . 111is was prior to his arrival in the USA and UK. The first
Magic Cave opened in the basement of Peters and Martins store in Rundle
Street in 1904. It was about the time Sir Edward Hayward became
involved in the store which was later to become John Martins.

Elaine Smyth

The first Pageant was in 193 3 and it has rolled for 72 years since, with the
exception of a break of four years during WW2. Initially it was produced
entirely by John Martins and each of the departments contributed
financially and the participants were the staff. 100,000 people attended
this first pageant. The idea was to lighten the hearts of people during the
depression. After the break it returned in 1945 when peace had been
declared, once again in an effort to bring goodwill to the people.

Following our November meeting with Ian Carter, and Elaine's report of
his talk (above), members may be interested in continuing to go down
'memory lane' by visiting the current exhibition (Jolumies - Spirit of a
State) on view at Carrick Hill, 46 Carrick Hill Drive, Springfi eld, until 26
March 2006. Tel. 8379 3886 for details of open hours and admiss ion
charges.

Many pageants around the world have become conm1ercialised with
sponsorship and advertising. For many years John Martins financed it
totally and for a while even paid the staff to participate. Then in later
years Bank SA helped with the finances. When John Martins was taken
over by David Jones the Pageant was sold to the Govenunent and it is now
sponsored by the Credit Unions - but without advertising. The
Government funds the 13 full time employees during the year. On the day
of the pageant there are about 900 volunteers, either participants or
wardrobe and makeup people. As the Magic Cave is now located in
David Jones, they do provide a small sponsorship.
On the Friday prior to the pageant the floats are moved from the
warehouse at Woodville and they assemble at Pulteney Granunar School
on South Terrace. The participants start arriving at 6 am on the day and
they dress and have makeup applied in the classrooms of the school. The
clothes are transported to Elder Hall at the University for the participants
·
to redress on the completion of the pageant.
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JOHNNIES - SPIRIT OF A STATE

The Introduction, written by Richard Heathcote, Director, Carri ck Hill,
says in part:
'This exhibition tells the story of hundreds of people who se rved Johnni es
and created an extraordinary quality in business - a combined spirit whi ch
shaped attitudes and delivered something which added to the quality of
life.
Through a process of research and engagement with past employees, we
have endeavoured to exhibit aspects of life in and around the stores. Most
of the objects presented are not necessarily of great worth , but valuable to
their owners. Our intention is to recapture through these objects
something of how the Haywards [Edward m1d Ursula Haywa rd who
bequeathed Carrick Hill to the State] created and sustained a rema rkable
loyalty and pride in service amongst the ' Johnnies' staff at all levels. '
Source: Catalogue to the exhibition, Johnnies - Spirit of a State.
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WHEN WE WERE TEN!
Elsewhere in this Newsletter is an account of the 25 th aimiversary di1mer of
the Society. Members may find of interest a report by member Meredith
th
Ide that appeared in the Newsletter of June 1990 celebrating our 10
aimiversary.
th

'Oh , to be ten again! Yet here we are celebratin g our 10 Anniversary.
The President's Report of 1981/82 [the first report sin ce th e foundation of the
Society in 1980) by Dr Roger Angove states:

The first move towards the foundation of a Burnside Historical Society took
place on Thursday, 19 June 1980. A public meeting was called by Her
Worship, the Mayor {Coralie Soward], in the Mayor's par/our.
At that meeting, Mr Ron Gibbs of the Historical Society of South Australia .
outlined the role of an Historical Society. Mrs Elizabeth Warburton, [historian
who wrote "The Paddocks Beneath" commissioned by the Burnside Council],
a/so addressed the meeting. A steering committee, chaired by Mr John
Love, SA State Archivist, was then elected to formulate a constitution for the
proposed Society.
On Thursday 14 August 1980, a further public meeting was held and the
decision made to form the Burnside Historical Society. The constitution
proposed by the steering committee was then considered, and with some
alterations, adopted. Office bearers were then elected.
From that beginning the Society has been active and held monthly public
meetings. A wide variety of topics has been covered by eminent speakers on
both local history and in the wider field of SA history.
The 125th anniversary of the Burnside Council's existence took place in
August 1981, and the Historical Society played an active role. Many bus
tours and walks were conducted by Society members to some of the places
of historical interest. These were well received by the public.
A Society newsletter was born .. .established, and a production of increasing
interest to members. The participation by all members in this project is
encouraged.
/n accordance with our policy, we have met with other societies ... .
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For these and many other activities, your committee has worked hard and is
to be commended for the work done and tolerance shown in the se formative
two years.
What of the future? ... we have a full and interesting program for the coming
year. We intend to include more historical tours both local and in adjacent
areas. We are anxious for members to become involved in small projects
and will offer help. We are involved in the preservation of historic buildings
and sites through the State Heritage Commission .
. . .It is your Society and with the present fund of goodwill, it will grow in
stature with the years.'BHS newsletter, vol. 2, no.1, March 1982, pp.4-5.

As Mayor Coralie Soward, the Mayor when Burnside celebrated its 125 th year of
local government, stated in her Christmas message to our Society, peop le "from
many walks of life ... involved in the planning and participation of th e
celebrations ... [became) more interested and more aware of our wonderfu l
heritage". BHS Newsletter, vol. 1, no.5, p.4 .
So it has been for the members of our Society who have lea rnt so much from the
guest speakers, many of them our own members, and from information in the
newsletter, also the efforts of many of our members.
We thank those who had the foresight to set up this Society and, w ith dedication,
have steered it so well over the past ten years. We also are grateful to those w ho
have been involved in various historic projects li ke the Mines Tours and th e Street
Na mes research , supported by the Burnside Council. Bookl ets of hi stori c walks
within the Council boundaries have been popular w ith the pu bl ic, as are also
Elizabeth Warburton 's books, all still available from your Burnside Library.
As our current President, Richard House, said in his report at th e recent Annu al
Genera l meeting, we are "still well, alive and active'. We have more th an doubled
our membership since our inaugural meeting .
So may we continue to prosper - it is up to us to participate and inform oth ers of
our wonderful heritage. Let us make it our aim to encourag e our fam il y and
friends to join the Society, attend meetings and outings, and become actively
involved with this very friendly group. We can all do our part, as th e Burns ide
Council motto says, in helping in "Building a Better Burn sid e'".

Meredith Ide (first reported in BHS Newsletter of June, 1990)
[After reading the above report of our 10th birthday, members may wish to
consider how much our energetic Society continues to prosper and promote
Burnside's history, and attract members in thi s our 25th year of existence.
Editor]
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I THE 155-YEAR OLD OAK TREE AT LOBETHAL
In recent years, our family has been introduced to descendants of the family
whose ancestor, Joseph Josephs (a European settler of possible Portuguese
descent) planted the acorn of the above tree to celebrate the occasion of his
marriage in 1850. Descendants of both sides of the family still reside in
South Australia, in Highbury and Mount Torrens.

The property is now owned by the Schoenthal Vineyard Joint Venture but
the old oak tree is still precious to us all. Recently, a visitor from
Queensland contacted us to enjoy the tree and, apart from taking some of
our wine home, he took an acorn which he intends to plant. This gentl eman
is a descendant of Joseph Josephs.
Written and researched to the best of my knowledge.
Sharan Northcott

The tree was moved at some time to its present site on what is now the
Schoenthal Vineyard, Jungfer Road, Lobethal, where it remains an
extremely healthy tree to this day.
On 30 May 1848, Robert Buckley (aged 27 years) married Ann Elizabeth
Rose Schimdt (aged 20 years) ofHahndorf at Blakiston church on the old
Mount Barker Road. The couple lived in a cottage under the oak tree.
They had thi1teen children, assisted by a midwife at birth, and ten survived.
Their third son, Charles William, took over the fann. Charles's first wife
died three weeks after giving birth; he remarried and had seven more
children, again all born in the cottage.
We have been in contact with a descendant, Mr Jeff Buckley of Mount
Gambier, aged in his nineties when we met him. Three of Charles 's
children feature in the painting (see over), I produced several years ago
from an old photograph taken around 1910. In front of the fence from the
left, Jeff Buckley's father, Fred (born 1896), Gladys (born 1900) and
Harry (born 1889), then aged approximately 14, 10 and 21 years
respectively.
Jeffs father (Fred) took over the fam1 . They spent over five years living in
the cottage. Apparently it was enlarged substantially as records show a
ten-roomed house, which is represented in my painting. This house was
later demolished before the current freestone house was built prior to World
War II. From the original house, portions of the stone slab align the creek
and several wooden doors and windows were re-used in the now dilapidated
dairy-shed. We suspect that some of the house stone was re-used to build
the small stone shed which also features a wooden slat roof, now beneath a
later corrngated iron roofing.
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'A NATION TO ARMS: 1914-1918':
AN EXHIBITION ON WORLD WAR I, on view in the
Mayor's Parlour, Norwood Town Hall,
November 2005-January 2006.
The following infonnation about the above exhibition in the Norwood
Town Hall has been received for the benefit of our members.
From the first day of the landing on 25 April 1915 at Anzac Cove, to the
final day of the war on 11 November 1918, South Australians were
involved. Many AIF units were based on state boundaries and were often
drawn from particular cities, towns and rural settlements. This exhibition
has been designed and developed to tell the story of how ordinary men
risked everything for their country, and how men, wom_en and children were
caught up in the patriotic fervour of the times.

A BLACK SHEEP IN THE FAMILY
Do you remember a comment made by Shirley Sampson durin g her
address in June on Researching Family History? She said we would
all find a black sheep in the family if we loo ked hard enough! We ll
here is mine. My mother's maiden name was Standen and thi s
newspaper article refers to Dr John Stand en wh o was a second cous in
of my great great grandfather:
st

The exhibition will also feature other World War I memorabilia from the
Council's history collection and from local people who have loaned items
for the display. For further information, please contact Denise Schumaim,
Cultural Heritage Adviser, on 8366 4536.

"Extract from the Dover Express, 2 I June 1862
On Friday night at the Dover Uni on, Jo hn Sta nden, M .D.,
breathed his last, aged 52. The deceased by reaso n of hi s sin gul ar li fe
and many eccentricities was a local "notoriety" . He was th e eldest so n
of the late Mr W. Standen, one of the most estim abl e men th e town of
Dover ever contained. His early aptitude for pro fo und acade mi c
exercises determined his father to select him fo r th e medi cal
profession. In this he made rapid strides and whil e ve ry yo un g
obtained his degree at Edinburgh. He also shortly afterwards obta ined
a diploma from the principal French College o f Phy icians. At that
time he possessed a wonderful memory .
Dr Standen at the commencement of hi s practi ce gave promi se ·
of a successful career. Ere long however, rumors of dome tic d iscord
and to his addiction to habits of intemperance su 11 ied th at fa ir fame
which is essential to the medical, no less than perh ap to th e c leri ca l
profession, and public confidence gradually fell away from him . Dr
Standen was unfortunately possessed of an undu e amount of se lf
esteem. He could not, until it was too late, see him self as others saw
him. We are glad to draw a veil over the steep incline clown whi ch th e
hapless subject of our article plunged, except to say th at in the hours
of his distress the doors of the Union Workhouse were ultim ate ly a ll
that could be open to him, and thus he died literally pennil ess - th e
solitary article that he possessed at his death being an old steel cha in,
which for some inscrutable reason, he always persisted in han ging
around his neck."

Source: Look East, City of Nonvood, Payneham and St Peters Newsletter,
September 2005, p.17.

I now look forward to hearing about a black sheep in somebody else's
family!

One of the many highlights of 'A Nation to Am1s' exhibition is the
extraordinary historical material that has been loaned by Councillor Sue
Whitington. Late last year, Councillor Whitington stumbled across an old
battered suitcase belonging to her grandfather, Ernest Whitington (who
wrote for the Register under the pen name 'Rufus').
Inside the case was a bundle of old letters and photographs. The letters
were written by Ernest's colleague and friend, Captain Non11an Malcolm,
whilst serving with the Australian Light Horse in Gallipoli. Malcolm had
also been a journalist with the Register enlisting at the age of 43 years on
20 September 1914. He was appointed to the legendary Ninth Light Horse
Regiment. The letters and photographs reveal first hand what life was like
on Gallipoli and are an eloquent insight into telling the story of Anzac.

Richard House
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
PO Box 152, Glenside SA 5065

DISCLAIMER
Views and opinions expressed in articles in the Newsletter do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Burnside Historical Society Inc.
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed,
responsibility is not accepted for any errors they may contain that are out of
the Society's control.

THE PRIVACY ACT
A member's personal infonnation collected by the Society, for example
name, address and telephone number, will only be used for forwarding of
the Newsletter and relevant infonnation concerning the Society.
This infonnation will not be shared, sold or given to any third party without
the member's consent.
Any emails will be treated as above. However, any information sent by
email will be at the sender's risk and the Society will not be held
responsible for any unintended use or disclosure of this infonnation.

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Society shall be:
to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of
2.1
Australian and South Australian history and in particular, the history of
the City..of 13urnside;
to promote the collecti on, recording, preservation and classification of
2.2
works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
hi story;
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites
2.3
of histori cal significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout
2.4
Austra li a;
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the
2.5
attainment of any of the above objectives.
OFFICE-Bl!:ARERS FOR 2005-2006
(8379 4090)
Isabel Williams OAM
President:
"
Responsible Officer:
(8379 1039)
Peter Davies
Vice-President:
(8332 1761)
Shara n Northcott
Secretary:
Richard House
Treasurer:
John Clark, John Love, Natalie Stow, Eleanor
Committee:

Trott. Bri an Wa rd and June Ward

Newsletter Subcommittee:

Elizabeth Rogers, Editor (8 379 J I (>]), Peter Davies and Barbara Parker
Elizabeth and Alan Brooker, Alan Cross,
Contributors:
Brian Ward, June Ward, Mary Wilson and
occasional other contributors whose names
appeM in relevant newsletters.
Distribution Organiser: Janet Clark (8379 6756)
Bob Brown
Mailing Distribution:
Supper Co-ordinator:

(vaca nt )

Front cover: Father Christmas. on his way to your house! Courtesy 'Reindeer

News', North Pole.
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Burnside Historical Society

TOUR OF ST MARKS COLLEGE
Pennington Tee North Adelaide

Monday 16 January 2006
at 5.30 p.m.
Our tour of one of Adelaide's historical University Colleges
will be conducted by the Master of the College
Hon. John Bannon.
The tour, which takes approximately one hour, will be followed by
a light dinner in the College Common Room at a cost of $15 per
person.(Wine may be purchased at $5 per glass)
In the event of the tour being over-subscribed, a waiting list will
- b-e-estabtished - To register your interest, please complete the form below and
return to Peter Davies, 37 Kyle St. Glenside 5065 (83791039)
by Monday 2 January 2006.

BHS St. Marks College Tour
BOOKING FORM
Please reserve ....... places for the tour
(Names, phone numbers and dietary requirements below)

*

*

*
Please find enclosed$ ......... (at $15 per person) Cheques must be made payable to
Burnside Historical Society & forwarded to Peter Davies 37 Kyle St Glenside 5065
Dietary requirements .................................................................. ............ .
(Note; parking is available in the streets surrounding the College)

