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PROGRAM 2005

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
Our Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 18 April 2005. Copies of the
President's and Treasurer's Reports are included in this Newsletter for the
information of those members who were unable to attend the AGM.
Please turn to our inside back cover and 'meet' the Committee elected at the
AGM. Our thanks to them for nominating and our best wi shes fo r a most
fulfilling and enjoyable year ahead.
This issue is accompanied by a copy of the cumulative index of the newsletters of
our Society to December 2004. An appreciation to ow- ded icated members
Sheena Grant and Anne Both is included on p.24 of this Newsletter. As
members will realise when they peruse the updated Index, Sheena and Anne have
done a vast amount of research, checking and computer entry to bring this
important project up-to-date (last done some seven years ago).
Details of our program for the remainder of2005 (as at the time of printing) are
included in this Newsletter. As indicated on p.5, this year is the 25 th
anniversary of the foundation of our Society. So ' Happy Anniversary' to all or
us! Our energetic Committee and Program Subcommittee are considering
appropriate ways in which we can commemorate this important and happy event.
Details will be in our September Newsletter

IN THIS ISSUE
Program
Congratulations; Welcome; Renewals; Happy Birthday
Reports of the Society's Activities
President's Report (AGM of 18/4/2005)
A Tribute to our retiring Secretary
Treasurer's Report (AGM of 18/4/2005)
At the Committee' s Request.. ..
Burnside Street Names and Their Origins
Parks, Gardens and Reserves Project
Condolences
The History of Early South Australian Woodcarvers
'Thank.You'

1
5
6
12
14
15
18
19
20
20
21
24

Our program for the remainder of 2005 is indicated below. Do remember
to always check the program in each newsletter as there are occasions
due to circumstances beyond our control, when dates and/or speakers'
change from those printed in an earlier issue - and additional events may
be indicated.

Monday 20 June, at 8 pm

Researching Family History
Speaker: Shirley Sampson
Shirley explains the resources available for people to trace their ancestors,
and her own journey through such resources to find her forebears who left
the British Isles to settle in South Australia. She subsequently wrote a
book on her father's family. Shirley combines an interest in genealogy
with a desire to assist others in this fascinating subject.
Shirley's varied life pattern includes high school teaching, and 27 years as
a Justice of the Peace. She sat in the Adoption Court first, then after
studying the Justices Act and further law studies, she was appointed to sit
in the Magistrates Courts in the metropolitan area. She was appointed
Visiting Justice to the Prisons and Remand Centre. She has a certificate
to teach Basic English to Migrants and Literacy to Adults. Now retired,
Shirley still does a great deal of documentation especially for Holdfast
Bay Council. As well as all the above, Shirley has been a lawn bowler for
50 years, is an active church member, and a keen genealogist.
Special General Meeting
Due to ~n oversight, one item ?n the agenda at the AGM on 18 April 2005
was omitted. In order to correct this omission there will be a Special
General Meeting of the Burnside Historical Society Inc. in the
Burnside Community Centre on Monday 20 June 2005 at 8 pm
immediately preceding the normal monthly meeting.
Agenda
1. Welcome
2. Apologies
3. Election of the Auditor for 2005/2006
4. Any other business
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Monday 18 July at 8 pm
Hard Country and Hard Times: An environmental history of Soul/,
Australia's Murray Mallee
Speaker: Colin Harris

President of the Calligraphy Association of South Australia. She is a
practising artist, costume designer, medieval times enthusiast, and also an
ex-secondary school teacher, Dip.T.

South Australia's Murray Mallee is an.often over-looked region, but it has
a rich and interesting history of human endeavour in what can be quite a•
confronting envirom11ent. Aboriginal people did occupy it for thousands of
years but only in small numbers. Early European explorers avoided it and
th
late 19 century attempts at pastoralism failed. It was not until the early
20 th century that pennanent European occupation was undertaken, this time
in the form of massive land clearance for cereal fanning.
The agricultural landscape created in this process continued to underpin thw
regional economy, although the marginal rainfall can still create mauy
difficulties for farming.

Murray Mallee Tour-19 to 21 August 2005
Our annu~I 'weekend away' is fully booked with a waiting list. Final
payment 1s due by our next monthly meeting on 20 June. Enquiries:

Colin Harris is a member of our Society and recently retired after 111,111 y
years as a Director in South Australia's Department for Environmc11lal
Heritage. Colin is well informed on the history and environmental issul'.S ,11
the Murray Mallee. His association with the region began in the I %0,·
with post-graduate research into settlement patterns. Since then he has
continued to research and publish widely on the history and geography or
the Mallee country.
N.B . (As the Murray Mallee is the venue for our 'away' trip this yea r,
Colin's talk will be entertaining for all members while giving added
background details to those going on the excursion .)

Monday 15 August at 8 pm
A Medieval Tale of a Man and his Mistress
Speakers: Ian and Joan Stratford
Iain, the peasant archer, and Joam1a, mistress ofKennilworth, a secular
illuminator, present a costumed infonnative session describing their roles in
13 th century Merrie England.
Ian (Iain as above) is founder of the Guild of Medieval Archers, National
and Local Field archery coach, long bowman, a seeker of answers, exsecondary school teacher, B.Ed., Dip.T. Joan (Joanna as above) is Vice2

Peter Davies 8379 1039.

Monday 19 September at 8 pm
Radio -A History as I see it
Speaker: Tony Ryan
Having joined the ABC in 1965 and still working in radio, Tony has seen
the develo~men~ of the medium firsthand in 40 of the 80 years of its history
(coimnencmg with early broadcasts in the mid-1920s) . Tony's tallc will
look at some of these developments including educational broadcasting and
the use of new teclmology (e.g. the internet) in conjunction with the 'old'
medium of radio.
Our speaker is a graduate of the Universities of Adelaide and Sydney.
After early days as a teacher, he has also been producer, executive
producer and departmental head in ABC radio, television and publications
for sch?ols. Tony has a long involvement in adult education, including
Executive Producer, Adult Education (radio), ABC, and Executive
Producer Lifelong Leaming at Radio Adelaide/5UV. He has been invo t ea
in award-,~inning educ~tional progra.imning, utilising new technology. He
h~s a long mvolvement m the Australian College of Education, including
his current role as National Archivist and Oral History Producer.

Monday 17 October at 8 pm
University of the Third Age in South Australia
Speaker: Dr Jack Cross
Our speaker will explain The University of the Third Age movement _
'university' in the medieval sense; 'third age' as the period between
retirement or semi-retirement and frail old age, generally about 25 years .
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From a small base, this movement has become the fastest growing area of
education in the western world.

CONGRATULATIONS - OUR 25 th ANNIVERSARY

Dr Cross was awarded Life Membership of U3A in 2005 for distinguished
contribution to the movement. He was Associate Professor at the
University of SA in Education and History of Ideas. H.is 35 years of
research on the history of the Northern Territory will be published in
December. He is also President of the Friends of South Australia's
Archives .

2005 marks the 25 year since the foundation of our Society in 1980.
And look at us now! Stay tuned for a special announcement in our next
Newsletter regarding celebrations to mark this momentous occasion.

th

POL TALLOCH REVISITED
Our day trip on 30 March to Poltalloch Station (established 1839) at
Narrung, near Tailem Bend , was over-subscribed early. A waiting list wu.
established and we have nearly enough interested members to repeal ltl ls
excursion. Tile date of the repeat visit is: Wednesday 19 October 2005,
departing at 8.30 am from the Burnside Community Centre carpmk.
Enquirfos: Peter Davies 8379 1039.

WELCOME
We welcome the following new member who has joined the Society since
publication of our previous Newsletter.
Hazel Newton
We look forward to meeting Hazel at our activities and know she will
enjoy her association with us.

RENEWALS FOR 2005
Monday 21 November at 8 pm
Christmas Pageant 1933
Speaker: Ian Carter

All subscriptions fell due on 1 April this year. Our Treasurer, Richard
House, has included a Renewal Notice in all newsletters as a ' memory
jogger'. Please disregard if you have already paid.

Our speaker will relate the history of how and why the Jc hn Marti11 ' H
Pageant ca.me to be. Where was the first ' Magic Cave ' in lh ' world'/
He will tell of 'Mr Bill', Sir Edward Hayward, a lso known ;-i s ' Mr P,lgL":tnl '
(until his death in 1983).

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY

Ian will recall the days of the Hayward Fa111ily and visils l.o I.heir borne al
'Carrick Hill', Springfield. The legacy of the Christmas Pageant continu es
- · with 72 years of providi.ng enjoyment less 4 years during World War II.

Our President, Isabel Williams OAM, recently celebrated her 80th
birthday. All members join in congratulating Isabel in being 80 years
young. Her obvious zest, enthusiasm and interest in life gives her that
sparkle which we all envy. May she continue ever so.

Ian worked for 29 years on the Christmas Pageant, and 10 years as
Manager until his retirement. He has had some 40 interviews on television
and many radio interviews also on his favourite subject, the Christmas
Pageant.

At a recent monthly meeting, one oflsabel's always relevant quotations
created much interest with a request that it be printed in the Newsletter for
the benefit of our wider membership. Coincidentally, it provides a fitting
tribute to Isabel at this special time.

This is a fitting subject for our last monthly meeting of the year, a nd we
conclude the evening with a supper of Christmas food and drink .
4

'Happiness does not come from doing easy work but from the afterglow of
satisfaction that comes from the achievement of a difficult task which
demanded our best. '
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STEAM POWER: ITS EVOLUTION, APPLICATION
AND THE TRACTION ENGINE

important. Also in the 1800s the use of higher steam pressures allowed for
more compact engines with improved efficiency.

Monday 21 March 2005

Among the inventions which continued to improve the operation of engines
was Stephenson's Reversing Linkage which allowed an engine to be
reversed while running. This was a big advantage particularly for
locomotives and marine engines. Boilers to raise steam were continually
altered and improved from plain inefficient vessels to elaborate present-day
water tube boilers. Water tube boilers, as the name implies, consist of
many tubes containing water for boiling givmg much more surface area
around which pass the flan1es of the burning fuel.

This repo1t is written with assistance from speaker Ken Preiss ' s
presentation notes which he had already prepared and passed to us on the .
evening.
With the aid of an overhead projector on loan from the Burnside Council
a11d operated by his daughter Lynn, our speaker Ken gave us an illustrated
talk on the history and use of stean1 power. The talk was based on his
compilation which first appeared i11 the magazine 'AustralicU1 Model
Engineer' .
Ken told us that it was not until the late 1600s that the powe r of steam was
realised and during the next hundred years steam power ca me into wide
use. One of the earliest (1705) engines of practica l use was Ncwcomen's
atmospheric beam engine which was used to raise waler from nonnally
flooded unworkable mines. Ken also told us that when wa ter lurns to
steam, it expands 1,600 times and it is this principle thal is used in the
operation of steam engines.
Steam pressure did not directly lift the water but the reduced volume of
condensed steam in a cylinder caused atmospheric press ure to fo rce a
piston down which, in turn, raised one end of a rocking beam and lifted the
water up. This type of engine was called single acting; the power stroke
was only one way, and was ve1y inefficient ; the action was controlled by
operators who turned valves on and off as required. The accuracy of
machinery and use of better materials, including iron and steel, instead of
wood and lead, improved the efficiency of early engines.
In 1782, James Watt built a double-acting engine which allowed for
reciprocating and rotary motion to be developed . This included automatic
valves and governors to control the speed. This early type of engine wasted
a lot of steam pressure in the exhaust after each stroke. This steam still
had some energy in it. The steam was directed into two or three fu rther
cylinders . These engmes are known as compou11cl or cxp,msion engines,
and found application in marine use, where size and ffi cicncy were
6

Over the past 300 years, steam power has allowed the development of
highly sophisticated machinery, including machines for road, rail and water
transport; mills for manufacturing and electrical power generation;
agriculture; entertainment; and constrnction. There is scarcely any aspect
of power requirement that did not employ steam either directly or mdirectly
in its evolution. Without steam power, the Industrial Revolution could not
have takenplac e. As aeroplanes were being developed, steam propulsion
was tried; although reasonably successful, this did not 'catch on'.
Ken's talk covered the historical aspect of steam power and tl1e
development of reciprocating engines. He did, however, tell us that modem
power generating stations and nuclear submarines still use the principle of
the expansion of steam to power their turbines.
Ken concluded his address witl1 a demonstration of his working model of a
' Royal Chestei"' steam traction engine. A beautiful model which had tal<e11
him some 4,500 painstaking hours to constrnct and paint. (It features on the
front cover of tlus issue.)
Ken's illustrated talk showed us how a series of ideas - one step at a time can lead to further developments in humanity' s fascination with the power
of steam during the 300 year period until now. However, as today, not
every innovative idea was a success story.

Alan and Elizabeth Brooker
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VISIT TO POL TALLOCH STATION AND
WELLINGTON COURTHOUSE
Wednesday 30 March 2005
An inland lighthouse!! ! Lighthouses are placed on the coast to warn
shipping of dangers . Yet at Poltalloch Station, near Narrung, there is a .
lighthouse many kilometres from the sea - in fact, the only such lighthouse
in the southern hemisphere. It was erected to guide paddle steamers plying
between Lakes Alexandrina and Albert. The trade on the lakes is minimal
now but the lighthouse can continue to operate.
In 1839 (only three years after our colony was proclaimed) the station was
established by Neil Malcolm of the estate of that name in Scotland. It is
located on the southern shore of Lake Alexandrina, Australia' s largest fresh
water lake. The station was developed fiu1her by John Bowman some
years later and his descendants continue to live and farm on this beautiful
and historic property. The family have much memorabilia in buildings and
displays which give us an indication of farm life in those early days of the
pastoral pioneers. Although catering fo r tourists, Poltalloch remains a
significant primary producer.
After our lunch at Meningie, we visited the old Police Station and
Courthouse at Wellington. A comprehensive article on the hist01y ohhis
National Tmst prope11y was intended to follow on after this item.
However, due to space constraints, it has been held over until the next
issue. The article is excellent reading, giving us an insight to conditions
and life in those early days in our State.
Our interesting and rewarding day concluded with a visit to the Horseradish
Fann at Langhorne Creek. We were shown how the ingredients are grmvn
and prepared for marketing and the various flavours available. Newman's
Horseradish is from an old English recipe introduced to South Australia by
the Newmans many years ago and grown near Tea Tree Gully. Mr B.J.
Meakins purchased the business some decades ago and has pem1ission to
continue marketing the produce with the Newman's name. Our sincere
thanks to Peter and Wendy Davies for arranging a very worthwhile historic
journey.
Alan Cross
8

Photos of our visit to Poltalloch Station taken by Geoffrey and Geraldine Treloar.
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THE STORY OF LEGACY
Monday 18 April 2005

THE GLEN OSMOND SILVER-LEAD MINES
AUSTRALIA'S FIRST METALLIFEROUS MINES
Monday 16 May 2005

Our speaker, Colonel Peter Scott, was twice President of Legacy in South Australia
and Broken Hill. He is currently the Project Officer/or the 2005-2009 Strategic Plan.
As a professional army officer he saw sen1ice in Japan, Korea, USA, Vietnam, Pakistan
and Afghanistan.. Having been a Legatee since 1991 he is well qualified to speak on
Legacy and did so in an interesting manner at our April meeting.

The presentation began with a video outlining the aims and work of
Legacy. This provided a good starting point and Peter then expanded on
the information given in the video.
Legacy is an Australian initiative that was set up following World War
1. Men who served in the war made promises to each other that in the
event of their death they would do their best to care for the widows and
children they would be leaving behind. The original beginnings of
Legacy were in Tasmania and the first actual club was formed in
Melbourne in 1923 . There are now 50 Legacy Clubs (49 in Australia and
1 in England) with 7,500 Legatees offering their services. Traditionally
the Legatees are drawn from men who have been servicemen but, as this
pool is shrinking due to their aging, ex-Legacy Wards are now being
opted into that role.
The widows and children of servicemen who are killed in battle or
training are eligible for assistance from Legacy. Widows are visited and
help is given in following up entitlements due to .them. Dependant
children are given help where needed and lots of activities are arranged
for them.
·
Peter handed out a very infonnative brochure giving an overview of the
2005-2009 Strategic Plan. Legacy has done much good work in the past
but has still much to do. In 2004 there were still 106 widows of WW2
servicemen registered with SA and Broken Hill Legacy, 10 of whom
were over 100. Peter made us very aware of the need for all our support.
Thank-you Peter for your informative talk and for the great job that you
are doing.

Dr Ross Both presented a memorable lecture with excellent maps and photographs. He is
retired.from the University ofAdelaide where he was Reader in Economic Geology. His
close association with the Glen Osmond mines dates from the] 980s when conservation
projects began and made them available for public visits for which he is a guide.

Although these mines never brought fame or fortune to anyone they were
entered on the National Heritage List in 1996 as Australia's first metalliferous
mine. The mineral deposits were discovered at a time of economic difficulty
in 1840 less than five years after the first settlers arrived in South Australia.
Comish mining expertise led to the initial discovery and was employed to
operate the various Glen Osmond mines and later elsewhere.
The Glen Osmond mines comprise a group of six abandoned underground
workings operated by several different companies over three different eras. In
total they provided less than two and a half thousand tons of silver-lead ore
known as galena. The deposits are small but of high quality yielding seventy
per cent lead, and silver at ten to twenty ounces to the ton. About six relatively
narrow seams run roughly east to west and dip steeply downwards. The first
mine was opened in 1841 and named Wheal Gawler after the governor at the
time. Despite various developments during the next decade the Glen Osmond
mines were forced to close in 1851 because of the Victorian Gold Rush.
In the late 1880s another attempt was made to work the Glen Osmond
deposits. New equipment was installed with a view to going deeper and
working on a bigger scale. However a slump in the price of lead brought a
sudden and premature end to this venture. The third and last brief revival came
in 1916.
The best remembered of the Glen Osmond operations is Wheal Watkins which
began in 1843, worked until 1851 and reopened in 1888 to close again in
1889. This mine is now situated on a Reserve belonging to Burnside City
Council. Public ownership has enabled several interested parties to work
together on conservation and public access. The Burnside Historical Society
has continued to provide volunteer guides to lead groups of visitors at regular
openings and Burnside City Council has provided administrative support and
other back-up. From time-to-time rock falls have causeddosures to all or part
of the workings. This has necessitated expenditure on professional engineering
services to restore safe public access. A recent application to the State
Government for special funds will enable major restoration work to proceed.

Brian Ward

Mary Wilson
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How quickly the year has passed! We enjoyed a happy year which I shall recap
briefly for you and so bring back memories of enjoyable evenings spent together.

I now present~ summary of John Clark's repmt on the Glen Osmond Mine Tours.
In the twelve months to March 2005, ten guided mine tours were conducted of the
Wheal Watkins Historic Lead Mine. In early March 2004 a severe rock fall
occurred near the end of the lower adit and for safety reasons, this area had to be
barricaded. This has restricted both the number of mine tours and their extent.

Andrew Crompton, Biodiversity Co-ordinator for the City of Burnside, gave us an
enthusiastic address about the parks and gardens of Burnside and how many
volunteers work to bring back the natural bushland. Andrew is keen to take tours
around these special areas.

The ten guided tours which were conducted comprised: five Sunday tours open to
the public; three for children from the Highgate Primary School; and two special
tours for the Vauxhall Car Club and the Field Geology Club, giving a total of92
adults and 82 children, somewhat less than last year.

Mining, which has played an important part in the history of Burnside, was the
theme of Rex Hosking' s address, followed by Richard House, in sartorial
costume, introducing the speakers for our Gilbert and Sullivan evening. Then we
were challenged to consider whether South Australian history was worth capturing
in literature. Our following speaker Meredith Resce emphasised our heritage as
she spoke about the history of Melrose and the Mount Remarkable area prior to
our 'Northern Safari' weekend. This included a superb trip to Wilpena with
interesting and spectacular sights of the Flinders Ranges. Peter Davies and Sharan
Northcott deserve our congratulations.

The Burnside Council has started discussion with the relevant Government
Departments and a Heritage Mining firm with a view to having the bottom adit
made safe again. The Society is indebted to those who organise the mine tours
and act as guides, namely: Ken Barnpton, Ross Both, Andrew Buxton, John
Clark, Richard Hancock, John Harrison, Phil Robinson and Tom Richards.
Many thanks for your dedication to this area, John.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT - AGM OF 18/4/2005

Unfortunately, the writing of the History of Burnside Council from 1956 has not
eventuated yet, but we continue with research into erecting new plaques, making a
photographic record of them, and further research into our street names.

Two of our members, Edna Bayfield and Margaret Preiss, together with Phil
Ogden, the current Deputy Principal of Burnside Primary School, outlined the
colourful history of the school up to its present day. We travelled back in time to
the contentious issue of Federation 1901 and the problems that followed as the
20 th century unfolded. We concluded our 2004 meetings with the Burnside
Symphony Orchestra history outlined by Doug Pearce, plus music played by four
members of the string section. Light Christmas cheer brought the year to a close.

Now I wish to express special thanks - firstly to Ted Bayfield, an Honorary Life
member, who for many years has set up the sound and recording system for our
meetings. We now use the Burnside Community Centre's sound system thus
making it easier for everyone. Ted, by way of saying 'Thank You' , we have a
special certificate of appreciation which will look wonderful framed on your wall!
Thanks to Pauline Hiscock and her supper volunteers - a cup of tea or coffee
with a biscuit and a chat with friends is a pleasant to conclude a meeting. Thanks
also to Janet Clark and her team of newsletter deliverers and mailers.

Other activities during 2004 included a tour of the University of Adelaide on a hot
day in November, conducted by our knowledgeable Brian Ward; and we unveiled
the Bushy Park plaque at Auldana on a cold afternoon in October. This was
attended by members of the Auld family, John McDouall Stuart Society, Royal
Caledonian Society, East TotTens Historical Society, the Mayor of Burnside and
Simon Bradley from the Council, plus members of our Society.
2005 opened with a luncheon meeting where Keith Conlon of 'Postcards' fame
was our speaker; and then back to the turbulent 1890s when Charles Kingston was
Premier. Our March meeting was 'full of steam' as Ken Preiss took us through
the 'History of Steam'. A highlight was the beautiful working model of a
locomotive made by Ken. A trip to Poltalloch Station in March was a great day
and thanks again to Peter, not forgetting his supportive wife Wendy. All these
meetings and activities are recorded by willing members for our Newsletter.

}

And the Committee, who guided me through another year, Peter, Vice President,
and Program Convenor (with assistance from Sharan); Richard, with his
meticulous monetary statements; Eleanor, busily wading through research in the
Council Minutes regarding our parks and gardens (she is up to 1939); John Clark
with his extensive knowledge of the Glen Osmond Mines, June and Brian Ward,
and John Love, all so knowledgeable, and Natalie, always willing to help where
needed. And what of Elaine? She has been the most excellent Secretary for 10
years, and is now about to retire. At our last Committee meeting, Elaine thought
that some ofus would be learning very quickly! At least, she has vowed not to
desert us ·and her telephone will always be available. Elaine has many talents and
although we shall miss her very much, we cannot deny her a well-earned break.
We come to a special award for a special member who has contributed, and still
does contribute, much to the well being of the Society- Elizabeth Rogers.
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A member since 1985, Elizabeth has served on the Committee and eventually
became our President during 2000-2003. She organised the excellent weekend
tour to the South East in 2003, and provided lunch for the tour members on our
Northern Safari in 2004. Elizabeth has been a guest speaker, and now we come to
her outstanding contribution as editor of our superb quarterly Newsletter. Hours
of work are involved in its compilation, and Elizabeth seems to do it all without
fuss but certainly with much expe1tise. Elizabeth, we are delighted to present to
~ou this ~~rtificate which_says 'Elizabeth Rogers - Honorary Life Membership Ill recogmt10n of outstandmg service to the Society' .
~ow it is time to thank you, our members for the suppmt and enthusiasm that you
display as you come to these meetings. When I look around from my place up
here, I see friendly smiling faces and encouragement that certainly helps me as
each meeting takes place. Our attendance is steady and while we are delighted to
welcome new members, there is always some sadness when we have to say
farewell to other members either through sickness or age or death. However, we
hope for an interesting and exciting year ahead, so I wish you all good health and
look forward to your company as the months unfold.
Isabel Williams OAM
President

18 April 2005

A TRIBUTE TO OUR SECRETARY
As our retiring Secretary Elaine Smyth was overseas at the time of the AGM a
spec~al tribute was paid to her at our monthly meeting on 16 May. On that d;te,
Pres~dent Isabel pr~sented Elaine with a Honorary Life Membership for her many
services to the Society, above and beyond the demanding role of Secretary.
During her IO years in that role, Elaine has not only been a Secretary
Extraordinaire, with superb administrative and organisational talents, but has
demonstrated her skill and expertise in local history in myriad ways.
. Wearing many 'hats', Elaine has also assisted, with enthusiasm dedication and
interest, in our program of activities; led walks, organised and ;rovided
commentary on some local and 'away' tours; contributed to and delivered the
Newsletter; represented the Society at many important meetings; and much more,
all done with a great sense of humour, never-failing courtesy - and while holding
down a full-time job!

TREASURER'S REPORT - AGM OF 18/4/2005
I am glad to report a successful financial year which has resulted in us
being able to transfer $1106 to our General accumulated Funds Reserve
and $60 to the Mines Account Reserve. A small loss of some $45 will
reduce the amount of money outstanding from Community Grants for
special projects.
This has happened as a result of a number of different factors. Inspection
of the accounts will show an increase in the money received from
subscription s but that is misleading because we have actually only had a
net increase of one member. The extra money mainly results from
members paying a subscription and then resigning or dying during the
year. There was also a profit of $650 from the Northern Safari and the
Poltalloch trips. This was certainly not budgeted for and resulted from
astute financial planning by the organiser! Well done, Peter Davies. We
also receive a grant of $850 from the Council for publication of our
Newsletter.
The expenses for the year were very similar to last year with the exception
of the 'Subscriptio ns to other Societies and Seminar Fees'. This went up
from $90 to $170 because the figure included two annual subscription s to
the Historical Society of South Australia (the subscription for the last year
and this year inadvertentl y ended up in the same accounting year) and
financial contribution s were made to members attending the State History
Conference.
Next year the Society will be giving some of this profit back to the
community by making a healthy donation to the Historical Collection in
the Burnside Library for the preservation of old photos. In addition, it
will be possible to retain subscription s at the current rate even though
total expenditure is expected to increase.

Richard House
Treasurer

18/4/2005

And with her generous spirit and comprehensive knowledge of local history
matters, Elaine will continue to support and enhance our Society.
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 31st March 2005
2003/2004
$1,437.00
$990.00
$194.70
$0.60
$15.00
$440.01
($25 00)
$227.09
$6.00
$379.90
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

lnc,;,me

Subs 2003/04 (Single)
Subs 2003/04 (Family)
Profit on mines tours
Profit (Loss) on dinners (Feathers Luncheon)
Profit (Loss) on day tours (Polltalloch)
Profit (Loss) on weekend tour (Northern Safari)
Profit (Loss) on walks/ bus tours (Walkerville)
Bank interest (Cheque Ale and Portfolio Management Ale
Sundry Sales - glasses, tapes etc
Donations received
Council Grant for Newsletter
Council Grant for Street Names project
Council Grant for Parks and Gardens project
Council Grant for Oral History project
Council Grant for Plaques Records update

$3,665.30

$229.81
$249.18
$609.00
$206.17
$90.00
$58.60
$699.85
$38.70
$25.00
$0.00
$121.10
$0.00
$807.01
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$150.00
$0.00

Total income

Expense:.
Printing and Stationery
Telephone, postage and PO Box
Use of hall and other meeting expenses
Supper costs
Subscriptions to other societies and seminar fees
Government taxes on Bank Acco unt and cheque books
Insurance
Gifts and purchase of Burnside Historical Society glasses
Tapes and equipment
Donations
Heritage Award application
Cost of McDouall Stewart plaque ceremony
Newsletter expenses
Street Names project
Parks and Gardens project
Oral History project
Plaques Record update project
Depreciation on equipment (projector & tape recorder)

$3,284.42

Total expenses

$380.88

Surplus (Deficit) for the year

BALANCE SHEET as at 31st March 2005
2004/2005
$1,650.00
$924.00
$60.35
($27.00)
$1?968
$489.86
$0.00
$237.47
$0.00
$37.00
$850. 00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

2003/2004
$4,845.44
$186.18
$5,031 .62

General Accumulated funds
As at 1st April 2004
Surplus (Deficit) for the year
As at 31st March 2005

$2,898.23
$194.70
$3,092.93

Mimis Account Reserve
As at 1st April 2004
Surplus (Deficit) for the year
As at 31st March 2005

$376.78
$0.00
$376.78

$4,381.36

$193.06
$203.36
$63 1.80
$1 76 .10
$170.00
$33.60
$745.01
$25.00
$31.50
$0.00
$0.00
$34.00
$816.72
$67.00
$11.80
$0.00
$0.00
$12 1.00

$~.2.5Q,95

.. $8,50133

Council Grants Reserve
As at 1st April 2004
Surplus (Deficit) for the year
As at 31st March 2005
Being - Newsletter
- Street Names project
- Parks and Gardens project
- Oral History project
- Plaques Reprint project

2004/2005
$5,031 .62
$1,106 .58
$6; 138.20

· $3,092.93
$60.35
$3,153.28

$376.78
($4 5. 52)
$331.26
$33.28
$0.00
$37.28
$75.50
$185.20

:.
:...:
. TOTAL eqUITY

$9,622 .74

$3,309.91
$5,199.42
$8,509.33

Members equity is made up from
Current Assets
Cash at bank
Bank South Australia Portfolio Management Account
Total as at 31st March 2005

$4, 313.08
$5, 41 9.66
. $9,732.74

$753.00
($150.00)
$603.00
$9,112.33

Non Current Assets
Equipment as at 31st March 2004
Less depreciation @ 20%
Total as at 31st March 2005
Total Ai.sols as al 31st March 2005

$603.00
($1 21.00)
$482. 00
$10,214 .74

$435.00
$176.00
$0.00
$611.00

Current liabllitiGs
Subs 2005/06 (Single)
Subs 2005/06 (Family)
Advance payments for possible repeat of Polltalloch trip
Total liabllities

$300.00
$198.00
$94.00
$592.00

$1,121.41

$9,622.74
$186.18
$194.70
$0.00
$380.88

Transfer to
Trans fer to
Transfer to
project and

General Accumulated Funds
Mines Account Reserve
Council Grant Reserve (Newsletter, Street Names
Parks & Gardens project )
Total

$1,106.58
$60.35
($45.52)
$1,121.41

AUDITOR'S STATEMENT

I have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical Society Inc.
The Balance Sheet and accompanying Statement of Income and Expenditure present a true and fair
view of the Society's affairs as at 31st March 2005, according to the books, record s and in formation
submitted to me.

AS" DaWd Jo"es, ~ : DA(Aco ), Grad Dip.Ace., Dip.T.(Sec.J

J\~ l
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AT THE COMMITTEE' S REQUEST ............... .
The Committee has requested that the following letter, recently received by our
Society, be printed in the Newsletter. It is self-explanatory.
Dear Isabel and Committee,
I am still very excited after receiving the wonderful surprise of Honorary Life
Membership presented at the AGM on Monday evening, 18 April 2005. I was so
astonished when I realised what was happening that I am sure I did not clearly
express my gratitude at the meeting.
My sincere thanks for arranging this cherished award for me, which I deeply
value. I am very conscious of the camaraderie and warm feelings that exist
between all ofus in the Burnside Historical Society, and consider myself very
privileged to be the recipient of such sentiments as evidenced in the Life
Membership. I have enjoyed every moment ofmy 20 years' membership in our
Society. It provides enrichment in my life not only of the learning variety but also
by way of unique and deeply valued friendships . In connection with the
Newsletter, of course that is a 'team effort' , and without the subcommittee, the
contributors, the distributors and the mailers, there would be no such publication.
And I not only thank the Committee so very much but I also congratulate them on
keeping this matter a complete secret from me! There was never the slightest hint
in my conversations with various Committee members in the days prior to the
meeting. When Isabel rang to ask me to be Presiding Officer at the AGM
elections, I was a bit puzzled as I remembered on previous occasions the President
or another office-bearer usually undertook such matters, not an outsider. But then
I_ considered that maybe rules had changed, and this was now the way the AGM
was conducted.
When I arrived for the AGM, Isabel asked me not to look at the copy of her
Report which was on my chair until such time as she read it from the lectern. My
reaction was, as I said to Isabel, 'Help, I'm starting to experience trauma, stress,
hypertension' - all of the above - because I thought Isabel was breaking the news
to me gently that there was a complaint about the Newsletter or the Editor (or
maybe both!), which she would explain to me at the relevant part in her Report.
Being a very obedient person (and being too terrified to do otherwise), I did not
read her Report until she did so. And then the penny dropped!!!
So from experiencing trauma, stress, hypertension, I immediately went into joy,
happiness, appreciation and very humble feelings to be so privileged. A real
mood swing! Thank you again for giving me such a superb gift. I will try and
prove worthy of it.
With affection,
(signed) Elizabeth Rogers
20/4/2005
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BURNSIDE STREET NAMES
AND THEIR ORIGINS
As its contribution to the 1986 Jubilee 150 Celebrations the
Burnside Historical Society conducted a project researching the
origins and meanings of the names of the six hundred streets in the
Burnside Council area. Twenty-three members did the research
over three years and the project was edited and completed by John
Clark in November 1989. Unfortunately the origin of some seventy
streets eluded the researchers and had to be listed as 'unknown'.
Also in the case of many other streets the derivation had to be listed
as 'probably named after' or 'possibly named after' because of the
lack of any finn authenticity.
During the next decade information became available to fill in
some of the omissions and a number of new streets had been
created as a result of further subdivisions. The back lanes and
pathways had also been given names and the suburbs of Auldana
and Skye had been added to Burnside. All these factors led to the
need for a second edition.
A total update was started by myself in 1997, and at the same time
the descriptions were improved so that they not onl y answered the
question 'what was the ori gin?' but also ' wh y was that origin
relevant?'. For example Allen Street in Burns ide is named after
Richard Allen but this can leave the reader with the feeling of 'so
what' unless the description also explains why it was named after
him. There are still one hundred and ninety streets fo r which the
origin is indicated as 'unknown'.
Some of these have no
description at all and the provision of such information is still
welcome. Also there are many streets which, although recorded as
'unknown', do have a description which is clearly only a guess and
better supporting evidence; is still needed.
This publication is available to the public in the Burnside Library
and in the Historical Collection. It is not for sale. How about
going there to see what is the origin of the name of your street!
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Richard House

PARKS, GARDENS AND RESERVES PROJECT
I have been asked to write a few lines about the work I do for the
Burnside Historical Society at the Burnside Library.

lam doing a project on the Parks, Gardens and Reserves in the Burnside
Council area. This involves reading through all the Minutes of Council
meetings, noting any relevant references. Meetings and Minutes began in
18 50 but my research started with the 1917 records, because so far no one
has been able to locate the Minutes from 1850 -1917. Where are they?*
I am currently up to 1939!
There are a number of references to Scout Halls, Tennis Clubs, Cricket
Clubs, Bowling Clubs which have buildings on Council parks and
reserves - and also mention of creeks, floods, etc. There is even reference
to the Kensington Gardens Golf Club which was a nine-hole ' course' east
of Hallett Road, covering the area now called Stonyfell, where I used to
caddy for my father.

I have lived in the area of the ninth tee for 44 years. The district was not
called Stonyfell for nothing - it was and is very ' stony'.
Elaine Smyth edits my notes and records them on computer disc for
permanent future reference.
* Stop Press! The 'missing' Minutes have now been located, so I will be
going back to start again from 1850.

Eleanor Trott

CONDOLENCES
Members were saddened at the recent deaths of two long-standing and popular
members: Ronda Collins and Vanessa Smith. Both were active and
enthusiastic participants in many of our activities, Ronda, a Newsletter deliverer,
having been a member since 1985, and Vanessa a Foundation member (1980).
We shall miss their smiling presence from our meetings and extend sincere
sympathy to their families.
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THE HISTORY OF EARLY SOUTH
AUSTRALIAN WOODCARVERS
The following article is based on a talk which the author gave to the
Lyceum Club, Adelaide, recently
Because of the historic interest of its subject matter, including Burnside
connections, the author kindly agreed to write an abridged version f or
information of our members.
Early furniture in Australia was mostly English in style, brought out by
the first settlers. The quality of cedar for furniture was on rec gni ·cd
and inter-colonial trade in cedar soon developed. T he timber was shipped
to Hobart from New South Wales as early as 1804 and lo /\d e la ide by
183 8.
Two well-known South Australian cabinet makers were Geo r •e Dcbney
(18 19-1895) who operated his business in Rund le tn:ct fro111 1847 to
1876, and Henry Buttery who employed 87 men an I boys in his bu siness.
There was competition from the Chinese wh o nrr ivcd in th e 185 0s fo r the
gold diggings. An example of a cha ir made by a ~hincse between 18561858 of cedar and blackwood can be seen in the /\rt Ga llery o r ' ./\.
About 200 of the German immigrant cab inetmakers to South A ustrali a
settled in country areas and a large amount of' furn iture 111adc in the ·e
districts conforms to the style popular in th e maker' s country o r ori gin.
Two makers whose furniture can be readily identified arc nr l Laun er
(1 820-1894) and the Schardel Workshop (1856- 19 12) from N urio tpa.
Launder favoured the decorative use of a tulip on ped iments while the
Schardel Workshop made wardrobes with distincti ve cro ll borders on the
panels.
The Biedenneyer style lingered on in South A ustral ia long a rt cr it
abandonment in Germany. A Huon Pine bookcase (c. 1870) with its 'tag
antler finial over a broken pediment shows the hi gh-style crn1 a11
historical revival in furniture and is on display at th e /\ rt ,allcry o f' ./\ .
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Woodcarving was a feature of the Australian Arts and Crafts teaching and
a variety of work including chairs, tables, frames and bellows all received
attention. Maud Baillie (1884-1961), working on Wedge Island, Spencer
Gulf, carved elaborate and very inventive designs on furniture.
She exhibited a chair at the 1907 First Australian Exhibition of Women's
Work in Melbourne.
Baillie mostly worked using a pocket knife and chisel for carving.
According to family tradition, when a State Governor saw her work, he
was so impressed that he sent her a set of woodcarving tools; she soon
abandoned them and went back to her knife and chisel.
The most talented of the woodcarvers working during this period was
Robert Prenzel, who was trained in Germany and arrived in Melbourne in
time for the International Exhibition. His work in the 1890s showed the
influence of the German Renaissance style but he later developed his own
Art Nouveau style. After 1906, the use of Australian flora and fauna
became a feature of his work.
In Adelaide the School of Design was begun in 1861 but did not develop
fully until the arrival of H.P. Gill (1855-1917). He had been trained at
Brighton School and at the Art Training School, South Kensington,
London. He initiated some studies of a practical nature.
George Reynolds was appointed Assistant Master at the School of Design
in 1887 and remained until 1891 . He was a capable painter, etcher and
woodcarver and metal worker. The Art Gallery of South Australia's
collection also includes a music cabinet made by him.
Designs for woodcarving, metal repousse and needlework were sold by
the School, which was transferred to the Education Department and
became the School of Arts and Crafts, with L.H. Howie the Principal in
1920.

My mother, Clara Denford Black, the daughter of John McConnell Black
and Alice Jane Denford, was born at her grandmother's home, Bellyett,
Burnside, in 1881, where ten years later, her cousin the future artist Dorrit
Black was also born. My mother went to the Rose Park School and the
Advanced School for Girls.
On leaving school; she studied dressmaking, French and woodcarving.
She completed a carved cabinet in 1909 and a grandfather clock in 1914.
Carved chairs were given to her brothers as wedding presents. She also
carved bellows and a small table, the designs mostly featuring grapes.
My mother purchased from Lottie Benda a beautiful carved sideboard
featuring kookaburras, which was featured in the Art Gallery of South
Australia's Exhibition in 1986, called 'Crafts of South Australia: The
First Hundred Years'. My mother did not do any more wood carving after
her marriage in 1915 .
Woodcarving is still a very popular craft, and one of the well-known
women carvers living in the Burnside area is Ainslie Pyne, who carved
the figurehead of the 'One and All' sailing ship and also a statue of Maty
McKillop.

References:
Jennifer Issacs, 200 Years ofAustralian Women 's Domestic and
Decorative Arts, Lansdowne, 1987.

Art Gallery of S.A. Booklet, Crafts of South Australia: The First Hundred
Years, 1988.
Marjorie Andrew

Woodcarving was also taught at the School of Mines and the first woman
teacher there was Charlotte (Lottie) Adelaide Benda from 1900-1910.
Lottie Benda lived at 75 Kent Terrace, Kent Town, with her two sisters,
Theresa and Florence. They were friends of my family, and I remember
seeing Lottie do some woodcarving when I was a schoolgirl. She taught
my mother woodcarving.
22
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'THANK YOU'
With this Newsletter, members will find a copy of the cumulative index of
the Society' s Newsletters.
The index was lastupdated in December 1997 and copies were included
in the March 1998 Newsletter.
The copy enclosed has been brought up to date to December 2004, and it
is hoped that future cumulative indexes can be produced more regularly,
perhaps every two or three years.
As members would realise, the gap of seven years between the previous
index and the enclosed updated version meant much painstaking research,
constant checking, and various alterations and amendments, until the final
copy was ready to be put on a computer disc for printing.
All the above intense work has been done cheerfully and with great
professional skill by two of our members, Sheena Grant and Anne Both,
who also have many other claims on their time.
We thank them very much for their ' magnum opus' . The Society is truly
indebted to dedicated volunteers such as Sheena and Anne who so
generously share their knowledge and expertise with us.
The Committee

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside
Community Centre (corner Portrush Road and Fisher Street) at 8 pm on
the third Monday of the month unless an alternative time or venue is
notified. Admission is free including supper.
Visitors are always welcome.
(Information regarding our talks is always sent to the 'Eastern Courier' for
possible publication on the Wednesday prior to our meeting.)
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
PO Box 152, Glenside SA 5065
OBJECTIVES
The obj ectives of the Society shall be:
to arouse interest in and to promote the study and d iscussion of
2.1
Australian and South Australian history and in parti cu lar, the history of
the City of Burnside;
to promote the collection, recording, preservation and class ification of
2.2
works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Bu rn side
history;
to assist in the protection and preservation of buil dings, works and sites
2.3
of historical significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodi es U1roughout
2A
Australia;
to do all such other things as are conducive or incide nta l to the
2. 5
attainment of any of the above obj ectives.
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(8 379 4090)
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"
(8379 I 039)
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Committee:
Troll, 0 rian Wnrd and June Ward

Newsletter Subcommittee:
Elizabeth Rogers, Editor (8 379 3 163), l'eler I).ivi es and Ilarb.ira Park er
Elizabeth and /\ Ian 13rookt.: r, /\ Ian Cross,
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Brian Wa rd, .l une Ward , Mary Wil son and
occasional oth er contri but ors.
Distribution Organiser: Janet Clark (8379 675 6)
Bob Brown
Mailing Distribution:
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Pauline Hi scock
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Front cover: One-eighth scale model of the 19 6 /\ ll ehin tract ion engine, 'Roya l
Chester', demonstrated by its maker, Ke n Preiss, at hi s talk lo us 0 11 18/3/2005
(see pp.6-7). As indicated in the article, thi s labo ur or love took Ken some 4,5 00
hours to build. Congratulations and th anks to Ken for pcr111 iss ion lo reproduce
the photo.

