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NEWSLETTER - March 2005 



I FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
We have already experienced some of the enjoyable events our energetic Program 
Subcommittee arranged for our stimulating 2005 calendar. Details about further 
activities are contained in this Newsletter, including information about our annual 
excursion to country regions . There are many delights ahead for us. 

This issue contains details of our Annual General meeting on Monday 18 April 
2004 commencing at 7.45 pm. Please note the earlier time of 7.45 pm in order 
not to unduly delay the commencement of our speaker's talk following the AGM. 

Also included in the Newsletter is a Nomination Form for the Committee. All 
members, whether recently joined or of longer-standing, are asked to consider 
nominating for the Committee thereby enabling the Society to benefit from the 
enthusiasm and interests of different people. Involvement in our Committee is 
enriching and gives a deeper insight into the workings of the Society and also, of 
course, an added dimension to our knowledge of local and State history. If you 
wish to nominate or require more information, please contact our Secretary Elaine 
Smyth ii: 8332 8019. 

Our December issue expressed thanks to those members who responded to the 
earlier request for help in bringing the newsletter index up to date. (It was last 
done in March 1998.) Sheena Grant and Ann Both are doing magnificent work in 
this time-consuming and important project. It is hoped to include a copy of the 
updated index in the June issue of the Newsletter. 

Elizabeth Rogers 
Editor 
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PROGRAM 2005 

Our enthus iastic Program Subcommittee has worked hard to create a varied 
range of activities and speakers for our 2005 program as indicated below. 

Do remember to always check the program in each newsletter as there are 
occas ions, due to circumstances beyond our control, when dates and/or 
speakers change from those printed in an earlier issue - and additional 
events may be indicated. 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside 
Community Centre (corner Portrush Road and Fisher Street) at 8 pm on 

the third Monday of the month unless an alternative time or venue 
is notified. Admission is free including supper. 

Visitors are always welcome. 

Monday 21 March 8 pm 
Steam Power: Its evolution, application and the traction engine 
Speaker: Ken Preiss, a foundation member of our Society 

The practical potential of steam power was first realised in the late l 600s. 
However, it was during the 1700s that steam came into general use, 
principally in the giant Cornish beam engines for de-watering mines . 

The 1890s saw a period of development and experimentation and steam 
was applied to many short-lived applications. One of the several and 
lasting applications was the invention of the portable steam engine. This 
evolved into the steam traction engine that, in turn, led to mechanized 
farming and forms of road transport still in use in the late 1930s. 

Ken Preiss, our speaker on the above topic, was born at Kensington 
Gardens, attended Marryatville Primary and Adelaide Technical High 
Schools. He trained as a toolmaker, worked in the family business and 
taught Technical Studies at Scotch College. Ken's many interests include 
the Royal Society, the Field Naturalists Society, and the Australian 
Conservation Foundation. He is co-author of The Torrens Park Estate: 
A social and architectural history, 1991. 



Wednesday 30 March, a day excursion to Poltalloch Station, departing 
at 8.30 am 

SOLD OUT! 
The planned trip to Poltalloch Station (established 1839) at Narrung, near 
Tailem Bend, was over-subscribed early. A waiting list has been 
established and currently numbers 15 members. If that number is 
increased, there is a possibility that another trip can be organized later in · 
the year. Please inform Peter Davies, 37 Kyle Street, Glenside (phone 
8379 1039) if you wish to have your name added to the waiting list. 

Monday 18 April - AGM (short) at 7.45 PM. 
Please note the earlier starting time of7.45 pm to allow for our AGM 
prior to a talk: The Story of Legacy, which is a different topic from 
that advertised in our December 2004 Newsletter .. 

Speaker: Colonel Peter Scott 
Peter became a Legatee in 1991 and has been President of Legacy in SA 
and Broken Hill twice. He is presently the Project Officer for the 2005-
2009 Strategic Plan. Peter was a professional army officer for 3 7 years, 
serving in Japan, Korea, USA, Vietnam, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

Peter will describe the founding of Legacy in 1923 , the principles of its 
work and the role of Legatees then, now and in the futu re. 

Monday 16 May at 8 pm (Adelaide Cup Public Holiday) 
The Glen Osmond silver-lead mines: Australia's first metalliferous 
mines 
Speaker: Dr Ross Both 
Glen Osmond was the birthplace of Australia 's great mining industry. 
Mining of silver-lead ore started at Wheal Gawler in 1841 and was 
followed by the Glen Osmond mine (1842) and Wheal Watkins (1843). 
The mines closed in 1850-1851 when the miners left for the Victorian 
goldfields . Some further production took place in the late 1880s. Although 
the Glen Osmond mines were small by today ' s standards, historically they 
are of national significance. The mines attracted Cornish miners who 
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brought with them their mining methods and traditions and went on to play 
a major role in the development of South Australia's mining history. 

Ross Both was Reader in Economic Geology at the University of Adelaide 
prior to retirement in 1999, and is now Honorary Visiting Research Fell ow 
in the School of Earth and Environmental Sciences. 
He is a member of the Australian Mining History Association and one of 
our Society's guides for Wheal Watkins mines tours. 

Monday 20 June, at 8 pm 
Researching Family History 
Speaker: Shirley Sampson 

Shirley will explain the resources available for people to trace their 
ancestors, and her own journey through such resources to find her forebears 
who left the British Isles to settle in South Australia. She subsequently 
wrote a book on her father's family. Shirley combines an interest in 
genealogy with a desire to assist others with this fascinating subject. 

Shirley's varied life pattern includes high school teaching, and 27 years as 
a Justice of the Peace. She sat in the Adoption Court first, then after 
studying the Justices Act and further law studies, she was appointed to sit 
in the Magistrates Courts in the metropolitan area. She was appointed 
Visiting Justice to the Prisons and Remand Centre. She has a certificate to 
teach Basic English to Migrants and Literacy to Adults. Now retired, 
Shirley still does a great deal of documentation especially for Holdfast Bay 
Council. As well as all the above, Shirley has been a lawn bowler for 50 
years, is an active church member, and a keen genealogist. 

Monday 18 July at 8 pm 
Hard Country and Hard Times: An e11viro11mental history of South 
Australia's Murmy Mallee 
Speaker: Colin Harris 

South Australia's Murray Mallee is an often over-looked region, but it has 
a rich and interesting history of human endeavour in what can be quite a 
confronting environment. Aboriginal people did occupy it for thousands of 
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years but only in small numbers. Early European explorers avoided it and 
late 19th century attempts at pastoralism failed. It was not until the early 
20th century that permanent European occupation was undertaken, this time 
in the form of massive land clearance for cereal farming. 
The agricultural landscape created in this process continued to underpin the 
regional economy, although the marginal rainfall can still create many 
difficulties for farming. 

Colin Harris is a member of our Society and recently retired after many 
years as a Director in South Australia's Department for Environmental 
Heritage. Colin is well informed on the history and environmental issues of 
the Murray Mallee. His association with the region began in the 1960s 
with post-graduate research into settlement patterns. Since then he has 
continued to research and publish widely on the history and geography of 
the Mallee country. 

N.B. (As the Murray Mallee is the venue for our 'away' trip this year, 
Colin's talk will be entertaining for all members while giving added 
background details to those going on the excursion.) 

Monday 15 August at 8 pm 
A Medieval Tale of a Man and his Mistress 
Speakers: Ian and Joan Stratford 

Iain, the peasant archer, and Joanna, mistress of Kennilworth, a secular 
illuminator, present a costumed informative session describing their roles in 
13th century Merrie England. 

Ian (Iain as above) is founder of the Guild of Medieval Archers, National 
and Local Field archery coach, long bowman, a seeker of answers, ex
secondary school teacher, B.Ed., Dip.T. Joan (Joanna as above) is Vice
President of the Calligraphy Association of South Australia. She is a 
practising artist, costume designer, medieval times enthusiast, and also an 
ex-secondary school teacher, Dip.T. 

Murray Mallee Tour-19 to 21 August 2005 
Detailed information about our 2005 'away' trip is printed on pp.11-14 of 
this Newsletter, including booking information and approximate cost. 
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Monday 19 September at 8 pm 
Radio -A History as I see it 
Speaker: Tony Ryan 

Having joined the ABC in 1965 and still working in radio, Tony has seen 
the development of the medium firsthand in 40 of the 80 years of its history 
(commencing with early broadcasts in the mid-1920s). Tony's talk will 
look at some of these developments including educational broadcasting and 
the use of new technology ( e.g. the internet) in conjunction with the 'old' 
medium of radio. 

Our speaker is a graduate of the Universities of Adelaide and Sydney. 
After early days as a teacher, he has also been producer, executive 
producer and departmental head in ABC radio, television and publications 
for schools. 

Tony has a long involvement in adult education, including Executive 
Producer, Adult Education (radio), ABC, and Executive Producer Lifelong 
Learning at Radio Adelaide/SUV. He has been involved in award-winning 
educational programming, utilising new technology. He has a long 
involvement in the Australian College of Education, including his current 
role as National Archivist and Oral History Producer. 

(P.S. Members may have heard Tony in a recent interview with our 
member Conxita Ferrer, who is also a volunteer with the Friends of the 
State Library of SA, during the 'Make Time' interview with Dr Tony 
Shinkfield, President of the above Friends' organisation.) 

Monday 17 October at 8 pm 
University of the Third Age 
Speaker: Dr Jack Cross 
More details will be advised in a future Newsletter. 

Monday 21 November at 8 pm 
To be advised in a future Newsletter. 
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WELCOME 

We welcome the following new member who has joined the Society since 

publication of our previous Newsletter. 

Joan Pitcher of Beaumont 

We look forward to meeting Joan at our activities and know she will enjoy 

her association with us. 

RENEWALS FOR 2005 

All subscriptions fall due on 1 April this year. 

Membership fees may be paid at our monthly meetings or posted to Richard 

House, our Treasurer, at the Society's address indicated on the inside back 

cover. 

HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY 
TO THE BURNSIDE BALLROOM 

In January 1955, the Burnside News Review reported on the opening of 

Burnside's Ballroom by Mayor Mr JH Parkinson before more than 400 

guests in the 'flower-filled foyer'. 

Debutante Betty was honoured for her multiple ballroom visits with 

a song dedication. Lyrics included 'I'm beside myself about B-Betty from 

B-Burnside/I'm in a whirl with the girl when we w-walk to Waterfall 

Gully'. 

Today heritage-listed Burnside Ballroom remains a favourite among locals. 

It is used for performances, art shows and fundraisers. Restored in 1997, 

the ballroom has just celebrated its 50th anniversary. 

[Source (abridged): 'Dancing back to Ballroom', Eastern Courier 

Messenger, 1 December 2004, p2.] 
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CONDOLENCES 

The Society was saddened to lose a very special member, Elizabeth 

Simpson MSc, who died on 31 January 2005 , and we extend our sincere 
sympathy to her family. 

Elizabeth and her late husband Maxon were familiar faces at so many 

activities organised by our Society. We all remember them in the front row 

at our monthly meetings where their relevant and thought-provoking 

questions added to the learning experience of the audience (and frequently 
of the speaker also!). 

Elizabeth achieved much in her life. She was the first woman to be 

appointed to the Board of the South Australian Museum. She was also the 

first woman Acting Principal of the Kingston College of Advanced 

Education, North Adelaide, and was a life member of the National Trust of 
South Australia. 

She was the author of several publications including The Hahndorf 

Walkers, the Cle/ands of Beaumont, Beaumont House: The Land and its 

People, and A Short History of the Beaumont House Committee. She also 
co-edited several zoological papers. 

Even with all those other activities, Elizabeth found time to be a vital 

member of our Society which she joined in 1981. Her particular interest in 

local history and her involvement with Beaumont House and the Hahndorf 

Walkers resulted in our members being privileged to share some of her 
enthusiasm and knowledge. 

We were fortunate to have a guided tour with her around Beaumont House 

in 1985 and an inspiring talk from her in 1996 in regard to the Hahndorf 

Walkers where their trail has been marked with a plaque by our Society. 

Representatives from the Burnside Historical Society attended a Memorial 

Service for E lizabeth at the Unitarian Church, Norwood, on 26 February 

2005 where some of her favourite readings became an appropriate farewell 

for a very unique person who lived life with passion and enthusiastic 
activity. 

Vale Elizabeth 
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LUNCH AT THE FEATHERS HOTEL, BURNSIDE 
Monday 17 January 2005 

Our Program Subcommittee is to be congratulated on the superb manner in 
which they arranged our first event for 2005. The weather favoured us 
with a mild, warm day. The Feathers Hotel, Burnside, as always, was au 
elegant venue, and the meal was delicious and enhanced by excellent 
service. Special thanks to Juliana and her helpful and professional staff for 
making the day such an enjoyable occasion, and to Wendy and Peter Davies 
for their organisational skills. And in Keith Conlon we had a guest speaker 
who combined eloquence with a touch of humour. 

Members know Keith from the 'Postcards' series on television, and his talk 
on this subject was just what we needed. We were interested to know that 
it was almost the 10th anniversary of the 'Postcards' series, which is a 
remarkable event in television life. The program is so popular because it is 
about South Australia, our own patch. It is a lifestyle program and 
provides information and entertainment, following the motto of Lord Reith 
of BBC television - 'Inform, Educate, Entertain'. 

Keith encouraged us to learn while we watch the program, but better still 
we should go out and explore. We were advised of the gems of local 
history all around us, waiting to be discovered. For instance, there was a 
long line of bushrangers in the Clarendon area. They were so successful 
that very few people have heard of them but 'Postcards' will enlighten us. 

Other topics in the series include a private conservation park, some 20 kms 
from Beltana in the Flinders Ranges; the Riesling Trail in the vicinity of 
Clare, the well-known Johnston's Drinks at Oakbank, the 120th anniversary 
of Adelaide Arcade, the changing face of the Central Market, and more 
intriguing subjects. And as devotees of history, the program is especially 
relevant to us. 

As Keith emphasised, a rich mosaic of people, places, stories, events are 
out there for our enrichment - if we know about them. 'Postcards' helps! 

Elizabeth Rogers 
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'CHARLIE' KINGSTON 
AND HIS TURBULENT TIMES 

Monday 21 February 2005 

The large and appreciative audience which attended our first evening 
meeting for the year listened intently as one former Premier of our state 
outlined the fascinating and chequered career of Charles Kingston, 
another former Premier. John Bannon 's summa,y of his speech is 
reproduced below. 

The 1890s is rightly regarded as one of the most significant periods in 
Australian history. It was a tumultuous decade of change, beginning with a 
massive economic depression, ending with an imperial war and culminating 
in the federation of the colonies. South Australia experienced all this and 
more. Despite the difficulties it became the leading colony of reform in 
areas such as voting rights for women. Amid this turbulence, paradoxically 
it was for South Australia also the decade of greatest ministerial stability 
since self-government was achieved in 1857. Until 1893 the average life of 
a ministry in South Australia was about a year. The fortieth ministry, led 
by Charles Cameron Kingston, held office for a full three-year term, and 
was not only re-elected (something no previous government had achieved) 
but served another full term and was re-elected again. It remained in office 
for six and a half years. It was not until the advent of Sir Thomas Playford 
forty years later that this was to occur again. The paradox is heightened 
when the volatile and combative nature of Kingston himself is considered. 

Kingston's life had been marked by controversy and tragedy, much of it 
self-imposed. His personal life was a mess . He began his career facing 
objection to his admission to the bar on the grounds of his 'immorality'. 
Other events fo llowed: a highly publicised co-respondency in a society 
divorce case early in his Parliamentary career; the fathering of illegitimate 
children; an attempted duel with a political adversary which had him bound 
over to keep the peace only months before he became Premier. Then there 
was the suicide of his elder brother, also a lawyer, due to alcoholism; 
family feuds over property; and ongoing personal financial problems which 
on occasions forced him to give up ministerial office to attend to his legal 
practice. Yet his personal qualities and ability overcame all this as be 
presided over a ministry that initially contained three former Premiers and 
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three former ministers, and experienced few changes. His colleagues, and 

in particular his long-term Treasurer and Deputy, Frederick Holder, 

handled their portfolios with great competence, while their chief got on with 

his radical causes, including the federation of Australia, without impeding 

the Government programme or threatening its stability. This unique group 

of talented progressives included Protestants and Catholics, teetotallers and 

social liberals, country and city interests, wealthy professionals and 

farmers, but they all successfully worked together. 

The chief problem they confronted was the Depression, which had caused 

massive unemployment and financial collapse. South Australia was hit 

hard, losing population and productivity. Its financial problems were made 

worse by a succession of droughts. The government ensured that its 

finances were stablised, that its taxes were progressive, and promoted 

employment through public works and land settlement including a scheme 

of 'village settlements '. It established an export marketing department and 

freezing works, prevented cheap labour from entering the colony and 

sought to solve industrial disputes through conciliation legislation. 

Kingston was an advocate of democracy. His government introduced a bill 

to allow women the vote. Its initial defeat in 1893 lost South Australia the 

chance to be the first in the world (a New Zealand bill was successful that 

year) but it finally passed, going further than New Zealand by adding a 

right for women to stand for parliament as well. There was great conflict 

between the Council and Assembly, particularly over attempts to broaden 

the narrow property franchise of the Legislative Council. Kingston tried 

many times, even holding a referendum, but the Council was not to be 

moved. Finally his threat to hold a double dissolution to put more pressure 

on the Council resulted in one or two supporters deserting him and the 

Govermnent fell at the end of 1899. After a week it was restored, but this 

time with Holder in charge, while Kingston resigned from Parliament in 

order to join the delegation steering the Australian Constitution through the 

British Parliament. He later became, together with a number of his 

colleagues, a member of the first Federal Parliament and was a minister in 

the first Australian government. The Legislative Council reforms did not 

take place until the 1970s. 

Acknowledgment and thanks to John Bannon for the above summary 

of his speech. 
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MURRAY MALLEE 
Friday 19 August to Sunday 21 August 2005 inclusive 

The Society's regional tour for this year will be to the Murray Mallee, an 

area of South Australia often over-looked, but which offers to the more 

discerning traveller a rich and interesting history of human endeavour in 

what can be quite a confronting environment. 

With a subdued landscape, a relatively low rainfall and an absence of 

rivers and streams the region has always presented challenges for human 

occupation. Relying on small freshwater soaks and claypans, Aboriginal 

people did occupy it for many thousands of years, but only in low 

numbers. Early European explorers avoided the region, referring to it 

from the very earliest years as 'desert'. In the late 19th century it was 

occupied by European pastoralists, but only briefly as it turned out, their 

sheep and cattle enterprises failing in the face of drought, the rabbit 

invasion and dingo predation . 

It was not until the early 20th century that permanent European occupation 

was undertaken, this time in the form of massive land clearance for the 

establishment of cereal farming. The agricultural landscape created in 

this process continues to underpin the regional economy, although the 

marginal rainfall has created many difficulties for farming over the years. 

The tour will be led by Burnside Historical Society member Colin Harris. 

Recently retired after many years as a Director in the State Government's 

Department for Environment and Heritage, Colin is well-informed on the 

history and environmental issues of the Murray Mallee. His association 

with the region began in the 1960s with post-graduate research into 

settlement patterns and since that time he has continued to research and 

publish widely on the history and geography of the Mallee country. 

Itinerary 

Friday 19 August 

Depart by touring coach from Burnside Community Centre car park 8 am. 
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Travel east through the Mt Lofty Ranges taking in some of the early 
history of the region through on-board commentary and through a short 
main street walk of Mt Torrens, a recently declared State Heritage Area. 

Mid morning tea break at Mt Pleasant. 

Continue east and descend to the Murray Flats for a look at the early 
German farming influence around the small towns of Cambrai and Sedan 
before breaking for lunch on the banks of the Murray River at the Swan 
Reach Hotel. 

Afternoon to be spent in the heart of the northern Murray Mallee looking 
at the evidence of Aboriginal occupation, the remains of the early pastoral 
era that followed initial European exploration and the dryland cereal 
farming that succeeded pastoralism in the early 20th century. A short walk 
and coach tour of the small town of Mantung, with a third generation 
farmer as a guide, will illustrate some of the highs and lows of a century of 
farming in the region . 

Mid afternoon tea break at Mantung 

If time and local conditions permit there will be a look at the native 
vegetation of Bakara Conservation Park and the mound building activity 
of the nationally threatened mallee fowl. 

Overnight at Loxton Community Hotel Motel, (08) 8584 7266 

Saturday 20 August 

Depart Loxton 8.00 am 

Travel south east through Paruna and Peebinga, stopping en route to talk 
about the old eucalyptus oil industry around Peebinga and to visit 
Butcher's Soak, a significant Aboriginal occupation site. 

Mid morning tea break .at Pinnaroo 
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Balance of the morning at the Mallee Tourist and Heritage Centre in 
Pinnaroo, with commentary and interpretation from local historians and 
writers. 

Lunch at Pinnaroo 

Following lunch travel east across the South Australian-Victorian border 
to Cowangie and the recently restored Kow Plains pastoral homestead, a 
fine and rare surviving example of very early European settlement in the 
region . 

Return to Pinnaroo mid afternoon and drive south on the main 
Bordertown road to Ngarkat Conservation Park, a major (270 000 ha) 
mallee wilderness area. Stop at Pertendi Hut to talk about the history of 
the park, including traditional Aboriginal occupation and the pastoral 
activity of the late 19th century. A short walk at Pertendi provides a good 
view of the sand dunes and mallee heath of the park. 

Overnight at Bordertown Dukes Motor Inn, (08) 8752 1622 
Dinner at the historic Mundulla Hotel. 

Sunday 21 August 

Depart Bordertown 9.00 am 

Travel around Bordertown and near-vicinity visiting points of historical 
interest. Finish at Clayton Farm on the town's southern outskirts. Clayton 
Farm has survived almost unaltered for many decades and is now an 
outstanding example of farming practices and approaches that have 
largely disappeared. 

Mid morning tea break at Bordertown 

Travel to Keith and visit the outdoor tribute to the post-World War 2 AMP 
land development scheme. 

Lunch at Keith 
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Return to Adelaide via the Dukes Highway with on-board information 
about the Gold Escort Route of the 1850s, Murray Darling Basin salinity 
problems around Cooke's Plains and the impact of early mining and 
settlement on the woodlands of the eastern Mt Lofty Ranges. 

Arrive Adelaide (Burnside Community Centre) 5 pm. 

Intending participants are advised that the weather in the Murray Mallee 
and Upper South East can be quite variable in August. Day temperatures 
commonly range from the low to upper teens and fine days are not 
uncommon, but participants should be prepared for the possibility of cold 
and showery conditions. If conditions are calm and clear overnight 
temperatures can be quite low (frosts can occur). 

Most of the days will be spent on board the air-conditioned coach, but 
there will be occasional short walks and participants should bear this in 
mind when selecting appropriate clothing and footwear. 

Although it is expected that the itinerary outlined above will be followed 
quite closely, participants should be aware that local conditions may 
require some changes as the tour progresses. 

The approximate cost of the trip wiJI be $310 for twin share 
with an additional $73 for single supplement. 

Booking forms, with final costings, will be available from Peter 
Davies in early April. Telephone 8379 1039. They will need to 
be returned to Peter by 16 May, with a $50 non refundable 
deposit to secure a booking. Final payment will be required by 
20 June 2005. 
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GLEN OSMOND :MINES 
TOURS 

TI1e Toll House at Glen Osmond, 1841-1847 

WHEN Regular tours of these historic mines which are classified on 
the Register of the National Estate are conducted by the 
Burnside Historical Society on the third Sunday of each 
month at l.45 p.m. 
Special tours can also be arranged on weekdays for school 
groups, etc. 

WHERE Tours start at the Burnside Council Chambers and include 
stops at some historic points en route to and from the mines. 

\ 

BOOKINGS Before the tour commences, bookings and payrnents must be 
made at the Community Services Department of the Burnside 
Council. Phone 8366. 4200. 

Mine tours are limited to 18 people, except for school groups. 

NU JE: Walking shoes with enclosed toes must be worn - no sandals 
Family groups are welcome but parents are responsible for the 
control of their children. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the 24th Annual General Meeting of the 
Burnside Historical Society Inc. will be held in the Burnside Community 
Centre on Monday 18 April 2005 at 7.45 pm. 
(Please note the earlier commencing time of 7.45 pm for our AGM in · 
order that the talk which follows may begin around 8 pm in the usual 
way.) 

AGENDA 
1. Welcome 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of the previous AGM held on 19/4/2004 were confirmed at 

the following monthly meeting on 17/5/2004. 
4. President's Report 
5. Treasurer's Report 
6. Determination of Subscription Fees for 2005/2006 
7. Election of the Committee for 2005/2006 
8. Election of the Auditor for 2005/2006 
9. Any other business 

The current Committee (elected at the previous AGM) consists of: 
President * Isabel Williams OAM 
Vice-President * Peter Davies 
Secretary * Elaine Smyth 
Treasurer * Richard House 
Other Members * John Clark 

* John Love 
Sharan Northcott 
Eleanor Trott 
Natalie Stow 
* June Ward 

In accordance with Paragraph 8.1 of the Society's Constitution, the 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and three other members 
are due to retire. The members whose names are marked* (above) are 
those whose term expires at the 2005AGM, and are eligible for re-election. 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

NOMINATION FORM 

The following member is nominated to serve on the Committee: 

Nominee .................. . . . .. ...... . ............ . .... ... ..... .. ..... ....... ........ . 

Address .. ......................... . .............. .. .. .................... ... .......... . 

Tel .................. . ........ . ................................. ..... . . . ......... . ... .. . 

Com1nittee position ................. ... ....... ...... ........... . .... .. .............. . 

for the term of office between .................... and ............... ....... ....... . 
(e.g. between 2005 and 2006 or 2005 and 2007 (see* below) 

***** 

I agree to accept nomination for the above position: 

Signature of nominee ... .. ... . . ......... ........................ . . . ................. . 

Proposed by ......... ...... .... .... ... ... ........... . . ... .. .. . .. .. . ... . . .. . ...... .... . 

Seconded by ... . ...... . .... .... .. ... ............. . . ......... ..... .. .. • . . .. .... ... .... .. 

* Each year the following are elected for a one-year term: 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer. 

* Three Committee Members are elected each alternate year for 
a two-year term. 
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THE ISLAND FRONTIERSMAN 

We only have a few accounts of life on South Australia's coast before the 
foundation of the colony in 1836. A rough collection of escaped convicts, 
whalers and sealers had set up home in the many islands along the coast. 
One of the earliest visitors to write about these people was Captain John 
Hart. He was a sailor from Tasmania, originally from Gloucester. 
In 1831, aged 22, he was made master of a 58-tonne schooner, Elizabeth, 
out of Launceston. 

Hart set out to make money from the islands, and by 1833 claimed to have 
visited every rock and island from Bass Strait to King George Sound in 
Western Australia. Just before Christmas in 1831, he anchored in Nepean 
Bay at Kangaroo Island and traded five tonnes of salt harvested from the 
lagoon, 150 seal skins and 12,000 wallaby skins. 

Further west, he was the first visitor that an escaped convict living on 
Thistle Island near Port Lincoln had seen in three years. 

Hart became familiar with St Vincent Gulf and went for a walk on the 
Adelaide Plains five years before the settlers arrived. Years later, he would 
claim he had suggested the site to Colonel William Light. In 1835, Hart 
returned to London and addressed members of the SA Colonisation 
Commission, none of whom had seen the land they were planning to 
colonise. He sailed a new ship back to Tasmania, and sailed on to the 
newly founded col ny at Adelaide in early 1837 with some settlers, sheep 
and cattle. 

Over the next couple of decades, Hart's adventures as a sea captain, 
overland trail-blazer, South Australian copper miner and flour-miller were 
numerous and, sometimes, notorious. He became Premier of South 
Australia in 1865 and went on to serve as Premier for three terms. 

Hart's Mill, the flour mill he built at Prince's Wharf in Port Adelaide, is the 
only major heritage-listed building in the new Port Adelaide Redevelopment 
Plan. Glanville Ha ll , his fami ly home at Semaphore South, is also heritage
listed by the stale. 
JSource (abridged): Tim Lloyd, 'Heritage Matters', Advertiser, 10/12/2004] 
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ORIGINS OF TORRENS TITLE 

Torrens title is a South Australian invention that revolutionised the method 
of recording and registering land ownership. It is a system where land 
ownership occurs when the document that transfers ownership of the 
property is filed at the local Land Titles Office. 

The purpose of the Torrens system is to provide certainty of title to land. 
It was first introduced in South Australia in 1858 and subsequently used in 
other Australian states and around the world. Torrens title is named after 
its inventor, Sir Robert Richard Torrens, who was instrumental in the 
implementation of this efficient system of dealing with land. 

The system resulted from his desire to improve on the old English land-law 
system which was complex, time-consuming and expensive. The main 
object of the Torrens-title system is to make the register conclusive. 

Once a person's name is registered on the Torrens-title register, that person 
becomes the owner of the property to the exclusion of all others. 

The next step is to obtain ' title by registration ' which is a pivotal concept 
of Torrens title. Under the system, a certificate of title exists for every 
separate piece of land. The certificate contains a reference that includes a 
volume and folio number, ownership details, easements and/or rights of 
way affecting the land and any encumbrances including mortgages, leases 
and other interests in the land. 

Torrens title is useful because it eliminates grounds for most dispute 
litigation, avoids the consequences of lost certificates and greatly reduces 
the costs of land sale and transfer. People can change the Torrens register 
by lodging and registering a 'dealing' . 

Normally, the person who is recorded as the owner of a parcel of land 
cannot have their title challenged or overturned. This concept is known as 
'indefeasibility' of title. There are, however, a few exceptions to this 
general rule such as if the land was registered fraudulently. 

[Source: Robin Turner, 'Property Talk' , Advertiser, 19 February 2005] 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
PO Box 152, Glenside SA 5065 

OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the Soci ety shall be: 
2.1 to arouse interest in and to prom ote the study and discuss ion of 

2.2 

2. 3 

2.4 

2.5 

Au strali an and South Au strnlia n history and in par ti cular, the history of 
th e Cit y or l\ urn sidc; 
tu promote th e collection, record in g, preservation and class ification of 
work s, source material and artefa cts of all kinds relating to Burnside 
hi story; 
lo ass isl in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites 
ol'h islorical signifi cance in the City of Burn side; 
to co-opera te with similar societi es and oth er bodi es throughout 
Au stra lia ; 
to do ull s11ch other things as are conducive or incidental to the 
att ai111111.: 11 t of any of the above objectives. 

OFFI< ·..: - lrnA RERS FOR 2004-2005 
Pres itknt : Isabel Williams OAM 
Responsih lc Officer: " 
Vicc- l'rcsidcnt: Peter Davies 
Secretary: Elaine Smyth 
Treasurer: Richard House 

(8379 4090) 

(8379 1039) 
(8332 8019) 

Co111111 itl l'l': John Clark, John Love, Sharan Northcott, 

Co-op fl-(1 Member: 
Natalie Stow, Eleanor Trott, and June Ward 
Brian Ward 

Newsld ll'I' Subcom mittee: 
Iii i1.11 lwl Ii l{ogers, Editor (83 79 3163), Peter Davies and Barbara Parker 
Oth er ( 'ontri butors: Eli zabeth and Alan Brooker, Alan Cross, 

Bri an Ward , Jun e Ward, and Mary Wilson 
l>i sfr ih ut ion Organise r: Janet Clark (8379 6756) 
Mailing l)i stribution : Ooh n rown 

Suppl·r Co-ordinat or: l'aul ine lli scock (8379 8155) 

Front cover: The Feathers Hotel, 516 Glynburn Road, Burnside SA , 
th e venue for our very enjoyable luncheon meeting on l 7 January 2005, described 
in th is Newsletter. Thanks to the Management of the Feathers Hotel fo r 
permiss ion to use the illustration . 
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