


PIROC3RAM 2003 

U1e program for theffrstfe11• month.'i of 2003 is printed below. 

Do remember to always check the program in eacfr1 Newsletter as there 
are occasions, ofue to circumstances beyond our control, when dates 
and/or speakers change from those printed in an earlier issue. 

Mlonday, 13 January 2003 
Please note that the above date is the second Monday of the 
month, and not the customary third Monday for BHS activities. 

A guided tour of the Botanic (,'ardens,.follmved by dinner 
at the Hackney Hotel. 

Meet: 

Tour: 

Dinner: 

Cost: 

5.45 pm §.!1arp at North Lodge Gates (off Botanic Drive). 
Parking is available. 

Guides from the Friends of the Botanic Gardens will divide us 
into groups of about 15 for a 60 minutes tour of the gardens from 
an historical perspective. 

Following the tour, we will have dinner at the nearby Hackney 
Hotel, Hackney Road. 

The tour of the Botanic Gardens is free. If you wish to have 
dinner (as above), the cost is $16 per person for a two-course 
meal. Drinks at own expense. 

Bookings: Essential. Please ring Elaine Smyth W 8332 80 J 9. If her 
answering machi11e is on, please leave: 

• Your name and number of people attending the tour: 
• Tel. no. for confirmation; 
• Number of people attending the meal, and any dietary requirements. 

Payment of $16 for the meal by Monday, 6 January to Elaine Smyth at PO 
Box 152, Glenside SA 5065, or deliver to her at 54 Kennaway Street, 
Tusmore. 
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Following our January meeting, we reve1t to the third Monday for our talks . 

Monday, 17 February, 8 P•l!! The Simpson Fami(J' and 'Undelcarra' 
Speaker: A111tho111y Simpson 
Anthony is a fifth generation South Australian descended from the founder of 
the well-known manufacturers, A. Simpson and Son Ltd. He presently lives in 
heritage-listed 'Undelcarra' which has been occupied by the Simpsons since 
the 1920s. They are the fifth family associated with tl1e property since its 
foundation in the I 840s 

Monday, 17 March, 8 Jlli! ChildhoodRecollections of the 1930s 
Speaker: l<en Preiss 
Ken has lived in the Burnside district all his life. He trained as a tool-maker 
and has a life-long interest in the natural sciences and local history, having 
lectured and published in both fields. He is a co-author The Torrens Pork 
Estate.· A social and architect11ral history, l 991. 

Easter Monday, 21 April, 8 pm Annual General Meeting (short) to be 
followed by a talk on The historical development of the rose.from 1850 by 
Dean Stringer, who will use actual blooms to illustrate his words. Our March 
Newsletter will contains more details about the topic and the speaker. 

Monday J 9 May, 8 pm (Public Holiday) 
Australia 

111e Unknown South 

Speaker: John Evans, Tourism South Australia 
There is the South Australia we all know and the South Australia waiting to be 
discovered. Explore it with John, who enthralled us with his recent fascinating 
talk on railway stations (see a1ticle elsewhere in tl1is Newsletter) and earlier on 
the history of the 'Titanic'. 

Information about the remainder of our 2003 program, including excursions, 
will be in future Newsletters, but please make a diary note of the following 
meeting dates all commencing on the tl1ird Monday at 8 pm . 
16 June; 21 July; 18 August; 15 September; 20 October; 
and J 7 November. 

Speakers and topics to be advised. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S HIVE:RLAND _j ,____ _____________ _ 
Weekend Saturday 31 August and Sunday, 1 September 2002 

The Society's annual 'weekend away' commenced with 37 people boarding a 
luxurious coach from Explornr Tours, supervised by driver and guide, Ron. 
In welcoming the travellers, Brian Ward, Convener of the Program 
Subcommittee, explained the absence of his co-organiser Edna Bayfield due to 
illness, and acknowledged her valuable assistance in arranging the trip. 
The distribution of a booklet 'Riverland Historical Sites' by George Woolmer 
OAM, M.Ed. - our August speaker - gave us a background briefing to the trip. 

This excursion followed the Society's recent tradition of a bus 'break down' at 
the first comfort stop o:fthe day (memories of the Broken Hill trip in 200 l !). 
The 'comfort stop' at Gawler turned into an enforced Morning Tea, due to one 
battery dying and going to Batteries Heaven. Thanks to Ron, and our member 
Bob Harris for his mechanical help, we set off again fitted with four new 
batteries! 

Brian's wide-ranging conunentaries told us about the places we either drove 
through, including Truro and Blanchetown, or by-passed such as Waikerie . 
On arrival at the multi-award winning Bannock Station, we viewed an 
informative video prior to a delicious lunch on the balcony with superb views 
over the natural beauty of the rejuvenated wetlands. We learnt that the 
Boardwalk Trail gives people entry into previously inaccessible pa1ts of the 
wetlands, and has added an incredibly popular activity to the wine experience 
at Ban rock Station. After lunch, some remained on the balcony to walk 
intellectually, while those more physically-orientated did the Boardwalk Trail, 
(and disappeared) . Time passed. Our Society then achieved the distinction of 
being the first group Bannock Station has had to round up by motor-cycle! 

Following a visit to Olive Wood, the Chaffey brothers' Renmark home built in 
1889, we arrived at the most attractive and comfortable Bannera Country 
Club, our overnight acconunodation venue. 

During our dinner at the Club that evening, we were joined by four members of 
the National Trust of Barmera who were our guests, including Garth Gow, 
their Chairman, who gave us an interesting talk on the rich history of their 
town. 
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Following Sunday's buffet breakfast, we boarded the bus where Brian's 

appropriate readings continued to enlighten us on the significant places and 

people connected with our expedition, and the colourful beginnings of this 

region of the Riverland. · 

Our first stop was the Cobdogla Irrigation Museum and National Trust 

Museum where we were happy to see some of the familiar faces from our, 

dinner the previous evening. We were told that the museum was established as 

a tribute to the pioneer settlers of the 'Cobdogla Irrigation Area' which was 

originally conceived as a public development by the Government, following the 

success of the Chaffey brothers' settlements at Mildura and llenmark. 

A tour over the pumps with Garth Gow was followed by a welcome Morning 

Tea provided by the National Trust ladies. 

A viewing of the ruins of Napper's Accommodation House, situated near the 

no1th-west comer of Lake Bonney, was followed by a visit to the historic 

Overland Corner Hotel, another National Trust property. Established by John 

Chambers in 1859, the hotel is a genuine taste of 19th century rural Australia, 

including the original red gum bar in the taproom. 

A leisurely lunch at the Commercial Hotel, Morgan, facing the river on 

Railway Terrace, gave us the oppo1tunity to experience this famous river port. 

Some photos were taken of the gigantic Mo1ton Bay fig tree planted in 1907. 

Boarding the bus again , we crossed the River Murray by ferry. We had the 

life-giving river in view as we travelled through Cadell and Swan Reach . 

Our last 'comfort stop' was at Mannum, then on to Murray Bridg,~, and down 

the freeway to Burnside. 

Our trip showed us the tangible European heritage which dates only from the 

early 1840s. We also acknowledged the 40,000 year Aboriginal past, which 

has left little evidence, except the legacy of the land itself. A great deal of that 

legacy has been destroyed in the sho1t time of white occupation . Our trip 

reminds us of the importance of caring for the natural environment as did the 

original owners . We do not own the land - it owns us. 

Many thanks to Brian and Edna for their commitment which made this 

excursion possible, and especially for Brian's care and attention to all on the 

trip, and of course to oitr driver Ron for his ready assistance and professional 

driving skills. Elizabeth Rogers 
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WHALING IN SOUTH AUSTHALIA: A . HISTORY 
Mo11day, 16 September 2002 

Terry Arnot/ is Principal Maritime Archaeologist with Heritage SA. As well 

as managing over 800 shipwrecks ojf the coast he is also re.sponsible f or 

coastal heritage sites. 

Terry's enthusiasm inspired us all as we learned about this Sta te ' s short-

I ived history of wha I ing from 183 Os - 1840s. His research has shown that 

SA was a major killing ground and attracted ships from England, America 

(to Fowler's Bay) and others. At first Terry thought there were 8 - 10 

whaling stations on our coast His discoveries so far total 32 and more are 

coming. Suitable sites needed water; whales to visi t and protection from the 

S/W weather. Islands with a north facing beach served the purpose and close 

scrutiny is revealing surprises. Because our coasts had few trees, evidence 

of past whaling stations is very easy to find. Whale bones may still be there. 

Ships left Hobart in March at the start o f the Southern Right Whale 

season in the Bight and returned to Hobart. An extra crew of 15 - 20 men 

would often be left somewhere on a SA coast and collected on the way back 

after 10 months. 
Illustrated stories were told of several sett lements including Flinders 

Island (off Elli ston) where building rnins, a we ll, try pot areas and numerous 

houses on a cliff top all had a cave dug out as a cellar. The only French 

station in Australia was at Coffin Bay. Other settlements described were 

Spalding Cove and Fishery Bay. At Whalers Way (near Port L inco ln) Terry 

and his colleagues excavated the site. Their discoveries are unique in the 

world . The best try works platform in Australia was revealed , as well as 

significant engineering works such as a quay where the whal es were landed 

and a sea wall of huge boulders. 
Whaling was this State's first export industry and previously it was 

thought that the total kill was around 30,000. New ev idence has revealed 

that in 1841 there were 400 whaling ships at the Head o f the Bight. They 

estimate that one ship could handle 200 whales and now know that 40,000 

whales were ki lled in a couple of years. By 1845 they had totally destroyed 

their own industry. 

Ilarharn Parker 

Note: article 'Whales ! Where?' in f31 ·1 S News/et/er, Sept. I 991, Vol. I 1,3, pp.1 6- 17. 
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WALl<ERVIL.LE HISTORICAL SOCIETY VISIT 
Sunday, 13 October 2002 

Nine members of the Walkerville Historical Society and six members of our 

Society had a very enjoyable bus tour of the City of Burnside on tJ1e above 

date. 

The trip was led by our Secretary, Elaine Smyth, but many of the participants 

had connections with the Burnside area and were able to add their stories as 

well. 

The trip took in the history associated with many of the grand old homes, the 

first Burnside Village, the mines, vineyards, parks, hospitals and schools as the 

bus drove through the different suburbs . 

The expedition started in the morning and then adjourned for a very tasty lunch 

at the picturesque Waterfall Gully Chalet, before embarking on further 

explorations in the afternoon. 

We found that even the larger Council bus, under the control of our expe1t 

driver George, could negotiate the tightest of hair-pin bends and the steepest of 

inclines. 

The Walkerville Historical Society kindly invited our Society to come with 

them on a tour of their area next year. We look fo1ward to it, and details will 

be published in a future Newsletter. Such liaison between historical societies 

is enjoyable and beneficial to all. 
F.laine Smyth 

A WALK AROUND H~STORIC SEMAPHORE 
Sunday, 20 October 2002 

39 members of our Society enjoyed a leisurely and informative stroll around 

historic: Semaphore on the above date. 

The Po1t Adelaide Historical Society supplied eight enthusiastic guides under 

the leadership of Stephai1ie Mewett, which meant that groups were small, 

allowing for maximum member pa1ticipation. 

During our pleasant ramble over what was originally Kaurna land, we learnt 

that this area developed as an alternate anchorage site to Port Adelaide 

because ships found it increasingly difficult to navigate the Pott River. 

We appreciated the many historical buildings that survived the demolition 

frenzy of the I 960s. Among these were the water tower, the Time Ball tower, 

the remains of the railway line, the clock memorial near the jetty, the old police 

station (now an up-market restaurant), the Jagoe mansion, and the Custom 

Officers' residence. 

The greatest surprise and delight was the library building, which boasts one of 

the most ornate ceilings in the State. 

The excursion ended with afternoon tea in the Palais, fully restored after being 

ravaged by fire and years of neglect, and now bustling with activity. 

Much of the good fellowship of the afternoon was engendered by our affable 

bus driver, society member George Rogers, whose spectacular 'double-take' 

on the return journey provoked much mi 1th. 

T am sure the pleasurable surroundings and the bracing sea air meant a sound 

night's sleep for all participants. 

Brian Ward is to be congratulated on his meticulous pre-planning of the event. 

Peter Davies 
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VISIT OF DR RUTH KERR 
Dr Ruth Kerr, President of the Federation of Australian Historical Societies 
Inc., had indicated her intention earlier this year of visiting us when next in 
South Australia. Therefore, it was with great delight that members of the 
Committee met with Ruth on Sunday evening, 16 November, at the home of 
Brian and June Ward who kindly provided the venue and hospitality for th~ 
occasion. We were even more pleased when we learnt that Ruth's itinerary 
during her short visit to South Australia from Brisbane would allow her to 
attend our last general meeting for the year, on Monday, 18 November, already 
referred to in this Newsletter. 

During our Sunday evening meeting we were able to tell Ruth of the aims and 
objectives of our Society, and of our many activities and projects, including the 
origin of the street names; the history behind the various plaques throughout 
the district; our research for the 'walking trails' booklets produced by the 
Council; the Society's tours of the Glen Osmond Mines, and other general 
activities. 

At the monthly meeting on the following night, 18 November, our members 
were privileged to have Ruth give them a short address prior to the other 
business of the evening. During her talk, Ruth mentioned that the Federation 
now represents the interests of over 900 historical societies comprising more 
than I 00,000 people throughout Australia on matters affecting research and 
the preservation of Australia's history and cultural heritage, in addition to the 
areas of library and archival services to the public. 

Ruth gave us a background briefing on her representation of the Federation at 
a National Cultural Heritage Fortun with the Minister for Environment and 
Heritage, Dr David Kemp MHR, on 7 August 2002. She also spoke about the 
issue of clocumentaiy heritage in private ownership; the standards of service in 
the specialised Australiana libraries; the role of the National Archives of 
Australia; the important and relevant issue regarding public liability insurance, 
and the Societies' Heritage Handbook, currently being printed. 

We are all grateful to Ruth for giving us some of her valuable time while in 
South Australia, and for enlightening us on matters of interest and impo1tance 
to all historical societies: 

Elizabeth Rogers 
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11 Peter Davies 

INTRODUCING YOUIR COMMITTEE 

A series where we get fa know members of our 
Commiflee - the people behind the names. 

Although I was born in Tumby Bay (repo1tedly on the hottest day of the 20th 
century), I have spent most of my adult life in the Burnside area. 

A teaching scholarship assisted my education at Adelaide Teachers' College 
(led by the legendary Dr H.H. Penny) and Adelaide University. 

My first teaching appointment was at Croydon Boys' Technical High School, 
where my home class was a multicultural group of 45 First Year students, 
many of whom went on to distinguish themselves in spo1t, education and 
business. 

My final appointment was as Deputy Principal in charge of the Junior School 
at Enfield High School, but throughout my career I accepted a number of 
positions within the Education Depa,tment. These included Liaison Officer 
for the School Leaver Statement, a new repo1ting format for parents; 
Co-ordinator of the Transition Education Unit, centred in the old Manyatville 
Primary Schoo] (opposite the Chelsea Cinema); Editor of the Education 
Review Unit and of the English Teachers' Association's Magazine 'Opinion' 
where I succeeded local historian Alison Dolling and, for a decade, 
Co-ordinator of the Plain English Speaking Award, a national competition for 
senior students. For nearly 20 years I held the position of Secretary of the 
State Chapter of the Australian College of Educators, of which I am a Fellow 
and Life Member. 

l11 retirement, I have continued my active membership of the Adelaide Dickens 
Fellowship and the Commonwealth Club of Adelaide, taken on the position of 
President of the English Speaking Union, and enjoyed a term as President of 
Burnside Probus Club. Various groups associated with that Club -
walking; social tennis; discussion; and wine appreciation form the basis of my 
leisure pursuits in retirement, along with reading, music (particularly 
Boccherini) and intra- and interstate travel with my wife, Wendy. 
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• Isabel Williams 
lam the third of four daughters, and we lived at Yeelanna, firstly on a farm 
then in the township where my parents had built a general store. After primary 
school, I spent a year at Port Lincoln High School, finishing my education at 
the Adelaide Girls' High School, where I was fo1tunate to become a Prefect. 

World War U began and I served breakfast at the 'Cheer Up Hut' before going 
to work at W.D. & H.O. Wills. I married Don Williams (deceased 1987), a 
solicitor who retried as a Supreme Cou1t Judge in 1982. We raised two 
daughters, Helen and Valmai, so it: was school committees for me. 

I studied Librarianship and enjoyed being the Teacher/Librarian at Kensington 
and No1woocl Girls' Technical High School for seven years, followed by 22 
years as Librarian at the Glen Osmond Institute Library. I was a member of 
the State Executive of the Institutes Association for most of that time. I began 
reading for the Royal Society for the Blind of South Australia in 1975 - and 
continue to do so. 

I was appointed a Justice of the Peace in 1977, and sat as Chairman on the 
Bench in various Magistrates' Courts for 17 years; visited Women's (and 
Men's) Prisons for 12 years. l was elected as State Councillor of the Royal 
Association of Justices of South Australia, and then the State President in 
1991-1993 (first female President in 93 years), and Federal President of the 
Australian Council of Justices in l 997-1999. I continue to work in the 
Adelaide Magistrates' Court and Burnside Community Centre as a Justice of 
the Peace. 

Other interests are Meals on Wheels (Friday's cook); Burnside Mobile Libra1y 
and Burnside Community Centre Reception Desk; Beaumont Uniting Church 
activities; Burnside Ladies' Probus Club (lnunediate Past President, and now 
Secretary); Carrick Hill Gift Shop; Radio for the Third Age; walking; talking 
to groups; helping; te1mis and table te1mis; bridge, some Committee work (not 
too much), gardening, reading, and my family and friends - some holidays and 
bus trips for good measure - and that is me! 
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I CHIVERTON 
Chive1ton is a beautiful two-storeyed bluestone house with plain, well
balanced lines set back from the road in a great shelter of trees. It now graces 
the centre of St Peter's Collegiate School for Girls . The man who built 
Chiverton was John Thomas Nankivell, merchant, whose unce1tain occupation 
soon catapulted him from opulence to oblivion. In 1880 he was building 
Chiverton; within a matter of months he was looking for a tenant; in J 889 his 
mo1tgagees were trying to sell it; and in 1895, last heard of in the Adelaide 
Lands Titles Office, he was digging for gold at Williamstown. For about 
seven years to April 18 89, the tenant was Harry Bickford, partner in the firm 
of A.M. Bickford & Sons, wholesale druggists. 

Chive1ton's best-known occupancy began in 1896, when Mrs Jessie Ferguson 
bought it for 4,300 Pounds . Mrs Ferguson (1848-1939) was the widow of Dr 
Hugh Ferguson and the sister of Mrs Elizabeth MacDiarmid whose husband 
had just bought a house at Lea brook, a sho1t distance from Chiverton. They 
were daughters of George Melrose of Rosebank, Mount Pleasant, and sisters 
of (Sir) John, James, George, Alexander and Robert Melrose. Mrs Ferguson 
brought six children to these ideal surroundings and settled into a residence of 
over forty years, her companions through them all being her brother Alexander 
Melrose and her daughter Effie. 

Chiverton made a handsome setting for the wedding reception of Mrs 
Ferguson's daughter, Josephine, who married Philip Newland in the late 
summer of 1905. In the drawing room, decorated with 'masses of pink roses 
and clusters of pink tecoma', a champagne clejeuner was served. To honour 
the groom, who played cricket for Australia, a three-tiered wedding cake was 
hung with white icing bats, balls and cricketing jerseys; elsewhere it bore a 
ship in full sail with Bon Voyage on its flag, silver slippers for good luck, 'and 
the finishing touch was a kangaroo and lion, emblematic, of course, of 
Australia and England' . 

Through their own family life, a Great War and Great Depression, Mrs 
Ferguson sheltered at Chive1ton and died at the beginning of another great_ war. 
Miss Effie Ferguson died ten years later, preceded by Alexander Melrose 111 

1944. 
!Source: Elizabeth Warburton, 11,e Paddocks Beneath: A histm:r of 
Burnside.fi·om the beginning, 1981, pp.48-49,I 
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VACA.NC~ES 

• Oral History Interviews 
The recording of oral history is an essential component of any historical 
society. 

We are looking for members who would like to record their memories of life as 
they lived it in the Burnside area. There are many such people in our Society 
who are a rich repository of oral history. Why not record ~!!!!:_memories? 

In connection with the above, we also need interviewers who would be willing 
to talk with the interviewees and record their reminiscences. 

This is an infonnal, pleasant activity, and the Society has the necessary tape
recorder, etc. for use in interviewing. If you are interested in being either an 
'interviewer' or an 'interviewee', or would like fi11ther information, please 
contact our Secretary, Elaine Smyth, V 8332 8019. 

• Newsletter Editor 
There is a vacancy for Editor of the Newsletter. 

The 20-page Burnside Historical Society Newsletter is issued quarterly. 
The duties of the Editor include liaison with the Conunittee; convening the 
Newsletter Subcommittee; obtaining relevant material for the Newsletter; 
writing some articles; typing contributions as required; editing all material; 
proof-reading; assembling the copy and art-work; taking it to the printer and 
subsequent collection; and delivering the printed copies to the Society's 
distribution organiser. 

Other tasks of the Editor include maintaining the mailing list (deletions, 
additions, corrections) for both the postal system and the area distributors 
(the Newsletter is distributed to 14 areas of the Burnside Council by 
14 volunteers from our Society). 

If you are interested in this voluntary position, please contact the current 
Editor, Elizabeth Rogers if 83 79 3163. 
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FROM THE NEWSPAPER OF THE: DAY 

Another Distressing Fire 
Hig maze at Gleeville 

There was a big blaze at Gleeville [today's Beaumont] when two large 
stacks containing about 100 tons of oaten hay belonging to Messrs 
Fergusson were totally destroyed. The fire spread over a great part of 
the neighbouring country but was finally extinguished without doing any 
further material damagEi. 

Messrs Fergusson (father and two sons), who are very industrious and 
deserving men, will be severe sufferers by this fire. The hay being of the 
best quality, was worth about 400 pounds, and a large stubble field which 
yielded them from 1 0 to 15 shillinos per week by taking in bullocks to 
feed, was also completely burnt. 

'Southern Austrnlian', 2 February 1844. 

The 'Messrs Fergusson' mentioned above were two Alexander Fergussons, 
senior and junior, and another son. They worked the Monreith and Knoxville 
[today's Glenside] farms, and evidently leased pa1t of Gleeville, either from 
E.B. Gleeson or his creditors. This would give the Fergussons large paddocks 
separated only by Greenhill Road (between Monreith and Knoxville) and 
Po1trush Road (between Knoxville and Gleeville) 

N .B. Members are aware of the Society's policy of recommending to the 
Burnside Council the installation of a plaque to mark a significant historical 
site in the area. The latest plaque to be so recommended commemorates the 
history of Gleeville. The Council is arranging for the installation of the plaque 
on the footpath near the corner of Devereux Road and Sunnyside Road. 
Do look out for it and read the inscription. 
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OUT AND ABOUT 
\:'. 

• Pepper Street Arts Centre, 558 Magill Road, Magill '---.:::: 

(a cultural initiative of the City of Burnside Council) 

Are you looking for that special Christnias gift? Why not visit the Peppe_r 
Street Arts Centre, open Tuesday to Saturday, 12 noon to 5 pm. · 
Do your Christmas shopping in a civilised manner, away from the crowd_s and 
hustle of the city. Plenty of free space to park your car. Affordable Christmas 
gift ware made by local artists includes glass, textiles, ceramics, prints, 
paintings, silk, leather, jewellery, musical instrnments and much more. 

While you are there, take the opportunity to look at the current exhibitions, Art 
Alfi·es~o. outdoor, functional and decorative art pieces by talented local a1tists, 
a1~d Fantasies and Fables for the Young by well-known a1tist, Ma,jorie 
Hann. Both exhibitions close on 24 December. Finish the occasion with 
refreshments in the Centre's 'Dorrit Black' Coffee Shop . 

• Carrick Hill, 46 Carrick Hill Drive, Springfield 
During the summer break take the opportunity to go to Carrick Hill and see the 
charming Relax and Unwind exhibition of paintings on loan from the New 
England Regional A1t Museum - on view until 26 January. 

Works by such notable artists as William Dobell, Jeffrey Sma,t, Walter 
Withers and Nora Heysen depict, as the exhibition's title suggests, people 
relaxing and enjoying themselves. It is the quintessential Australian holiday 
experience - swimming at the beach or in a waterhole; sunbathing; reading a 
book under a shady tree, or enjoying a conceit under the stars. 
These beautiful, calm and tranquil paintings provide a perfect escape from 
both pre-Christmas rush and post-Christmas sales! 

Carrick Hill is open Wednesdays to Sundays and Public Holidays, 10 am to 
4.30 pm. Admission fee applies . 

• Art Gallery of South Australia, North Terrace, Adelaide 
Art of Amhem Land: 1940s-1970s - until 23 Februm:i, 2003 . 
Comprising over 80 paintings and sculptures, this exhibition is drawn entirely 
from the galle,y's own collection. It focuses on the most imp01tant centres of 
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art: production during this period: Umbakumba Mission on Groote Eylandt; 
Gunbalayna (Oenpelli) in western Arnhem Land; Milingimbi Island Mission; 
Maningrida and Ramingining in central Arnhem Land; and Yirrkala in north-
eastern Arnhem Land. While highlighting the diversity of work produced in 
these different geographic locations, the exhibition also charts the evolution of 
a post-colonial bark painting tradition from its gradual emergence into the 
public domain during the 1940s through to its acceptance in the 1970s as a 
dynamic form of contemporary ait The A,t Gallery is open 7 days a week, 
10 am to 5 pm. Gold coin donation to the above exhibition. 

(N.B. The South Australian Museum is simultaneously showing a parallel 
exhibition, Art of Arnhem Ltmd: 1948-1952.) 

• Morris & Co. -- until 30 March 2003. 
Another fascinating exhibition at the Art Galle1y during the summer break is 
Morris & Co. Admission charge applies. 

William Morris - the man behind the firm Morris & Co. which bore his name 
for eighty years - remains a remarkable figure more than a century after his 
death. Many of his ideas, concepts and activities still seem relevant and 
modern at the beginning of the twenty-first century. Directly related to his 
work is his socialist interest in the role of the a1tist:-craftsman and the 
relationship between society and the objects it produced. 

Adelaide and the Art Gallery of South Australian have an association with the 
work of William Morris. From 1884 until 1929 the immensely wealthy 
Adelaide couple Robert and Joanna Barr Smith, and their family, were major 
clients of Morris's London shop, furnishing many of their vast South 
Australian houses almost exclusively from the firm . Since 1982 a large 
quantity of the family's Morris furnishings have been acquired by the Gallery 
through gift and purchase. 

Morris & Co., curated by Christopher Menz, presents the Galle1y's complete 
and substantial holdings alongside items from other public and private 
collections. Included are impo1tant recent Gallery acquisitions of Morris 
objects directly from London that have not been exhibited previously. This is 
the first time the Galle1y' s vast collection of Morris items will be shown 
together 
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L THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS ...... 
The meaning of one of our best-loved traditional songs. 

Traditionally, the Christmas holiday was celebrated for twelve days and nights 

from 26 December to 6 January, and the eponymous song that celebrates the 
twelve days of Christmas, although seemingly light-hearted, has serious . 
religion symbolism. In the 18th century the carol contained a sort of secret 
catechism in its lyrics - a list of outlawed Catholic beliefs. By the mid-19th 
centmy, the song had become a popular pa1ty game, whereby each member of 
a group would sing one verse in turn, with another day added by each new 
singer. Jf you forgot a verse, you had to pay a forfeit! Now both the religious 
and playful aspects seem to have been forgotten, but it remains an uplifitng 
seasonal song providing us with ideas for decorations, gifts, foods and festive 
activities. 

What the symbolism means 

A partridge often feigns injury in the wild to draw attention away from her 
young and on to herself, to protect them from danger. ln the 18th centmy, 
inspired by the partridge's admirable self-sacrifice, the bird represented Christ 
in the lyrics of this carol. As for the pear tree - it was 011ce thought of as the 
celesti~l counterpart to the lowly apple, which might explain why this is where 
the partridge roosts in the song. 

Two turtle doves represent the Old and New Testaments . Tmtle doves are 
associated with enduring friendships and marriage because they mate for life, 
and a similar bond is believed to join the two Testaments. 

Three French hens are thought to signify either the gifts from the Three Wise 
men - gold, frankincense and myrrh - or the Holy Trinity - Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost. 

Four calling birds represent the apostles Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and 
their gift of the Gospels. 

Five golden rings are representative of the lasting quality of the five books of 
the Old Testament because of the everlasting quality of the gold in rings. 
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Six geese a-laying. Because eggs symbolise new life, so the geese are 
associated with the biblical six days of God's creation. 

Seven swans a-swimming are linked with the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit: 

prophecy, service, teaching, encouragement, giving, leadership and mercy. 

Eight maids a-milking stand for the eight Beatitudes, which Jesus gave in his 
Sermon on the Mount to spell out blessings for the poor, meek and lowly. 

Nine ladies dancing are associated with the nine fruits of the Holy Sprit: 
love, self-control, peace, joy, patience, gentleness, faithfulness, goodness and 
kindness . 

Ten lords a-lea1>ing represent the law and leadership, symbolised by the 
teachings of the Ten Commandments. 

Eleven pipers piping are believed to signify the eleven apostles who stayed 
faithful to Christ. 

Twelve drummers drumming are symbolic of the twelve teachings of the 
creed which summarised the main beliefs of the early Church. 

' 

[Sources: English Good Housekeeping, December 2000, as printed in the 
Wa/1,erville Times, Newsletter of the Walkerville Historical Society Inc., 
No. 18, November 200.1.J 
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IF ... 

If you can start the clay without caffeine or pep pills, 

If you can be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains, 

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles, 

If you can eat the same food every day, and be grateful for it, 

If you can understand when loved ones are too busy to give you time, 

If you can overlook when people take things out on you when, through no 

fault of yours, something goes wrong, 

If you can take criticism and blame without resentment, 

If you can face the world without lies and deceit, 

If you can conquer tension without medical help, 

If you can relax without liquor, 

Jf you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 

If you can do all these things ...... ........... ... ... ........... ..... .... .... ............... . 

then you are probably the family dog (or cat)! 
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