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PROGRAM 2002 

The program for the remainder of 2002 is printed below. 

Monday, 16 September, 8 pm South Australian Whaling Stations 

Speaker: Terry Arnott, Heritage SA 

T1;rry is Principal Maritime Archaeologist with Heritage SA within the Department 

of Environment and Heritage. He is responsible for the management of over 800 

shipwrecks on the SA coast, and also for the management of coastal heritage sites . 

T1;rry has worked for the above depa1tment for eight years, and was employed 

previously in Victoria as Museum Curator and Maritime Archaeologist. Terry's 

illustrated talk will tell us about recent surveys and archaeological investigations to 

locate shore-based whaling stations on the mainland and off.-shore islands of SA, 

including searches for whaling shipwrecks and survivors' camps . He will also refer 

to the early first contact period between European whalers and indigenous people 

(shootings, spearings, kidnappings, etc.) 

Sunday, 13 October 
Our Conunittee will host a visit by members of the Walkerville Historical Society. 

The program will be similar to that organised for the recent enjoyable visit by the 

Hallett Historical Society. Depending on visitor numbers, members of our Society 

will be invited to join for ILmch. lf vou wish to join in this visit from the Walkerville 

Historical Society, please ring our Secretary, Elaine Smyth, ii' 8332 8019 and let 

her know. Elaine will then be able to give you more details. 

Sunday afternoon, 20 October 
Semaphore Historic Walk with guides from the Port Adelaide Historical Society 

and hlformation Centre. Afternoon Tea in the restored Palais. 

Please note that a separate Booking Form is enclosed/or our 'Guided Wall< 

around the Historic Precinct of Semaphore'. We as!< you to complete the right

hand side of the enclosed (where relevant), detach andforward, as per the 

instructions indicated. Kind(v retain the left-hand side a.,; a 'memory jogger' 

for this activi(v. 



Monday, 21 October, 8 pm 
The Evolution of the Railwav Station in SA : 1856-1984 . . 
Speaker: John Evans, SA Tourism Commission 
John has a backgrmmd in rail, aviation and tourism activity spanning over 30 years. 
He has been a rail enthusiast all his life, and a rail researcher in recent years. 
Among his other interests is the RMS Titanic - a 39-year fascination! 

To analyse the architecture of our railway stations is to trace the history of -rail 
development across the state against the highs and lows of South Australia. 
Jolm's talk will focus on the great rail building decades: 1880-1889 and 1910-
1919. He will contrast the scale of the 1920s Adelaide Railway Station built during 
the Webb era, with humble tin sheds on Eyre Peninsula and in the Murray Mallee. 
"D1e talk concludes with the Keswick Rail Passenger Tenninal opened in July 1984. 

Monday, 18 November, 8 pm 
Eight or nine of our members will speak for a maximum of three minutes each on 
the following topic: ff a fairy godmother granted unlimited jimdsfor the purpose, 
what one single wish would you choose fbr the benefit of South A ustmlia. 
As this is our last meeting for 2002, please join us for a pre-Christmas food and 
drink celebration at supper time. This event can only take place if we have 
sufficient people to speak on the above topic. If you would like to participate, 
please ring our Secretary Elaine Smyth tr 8332 8019. 

******** 

© WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS © 
We welcome the following 1:ew members who have joined the Society since 

publication of the previous Newsletter: 
Brenda Grimwade of Burnside; Geraldine Kennett (address to be advised); 

Edna Reynolds of Glenside; and Hilary Snell of Thorngate 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside 
Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at 8 pm unless an 
alternative time or venue is notified. Admission is free, including supper. 
Visitors are always welcome. 
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STATE HISTORY CONFERENCE 
Adelaide, 25-26 May 2002 

'History Goes Public' was the title of the State Histo1y Conference held at the 
University of Adelaide on the above dates 

TI1e theme rnnning through the various talks was the significant grovvth in public 
interest in history in recent years. 

A wide variety of activities was presented on both days. A few of the many 
stimulating talks are indicated below: 

• The writing of 'conummity-based' history, and the barriers and sensitivities that 
have to be acknowledged and negotiated within [oca 1 communities 

• The narratives and myths of George Goyder and Jolm Ednie Brown, and the 
debate about the roles and influence of trees upon climate and rain. 

• Local heritage and its treatment in a world of urban consolidation and ever
changing c0tmcil membership; the key initiatives needed to take heritage places 
to a wider audience and demonstrate their long-term value. 

• A walking tour around adjacent city streets with Sandy Pugsley, who introduced 
us to some of the delights of Adelaide, its secrets and surprises, cultural history 
and heritage. 

• The history of the changing exhibitions at the National Motor Museum, 
Birdwood. These exhibitions were designed to raise visitor and media interest. 
Exhibition topics such as the role of Harley-Davidsons in Australia; and Living 
in TI1e Seventies created curiosity and passion. 

• The evolution of Mattl1ew Flinders in Australian historiography, and in 
Australian culture generally, including questions about some of tl1e significant 
absences and distortions that mark the making of this period of Australian 
histo1y. 

Those members of our Society who attended the Conference agreed it was a 
challenging and enriching experience. 

Elizabeth Rogers 
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THE ADELAIDE ZOO AND MONARTO 

Meeting on Monday 17 June 

Our speaker, Dr. Ed. McAlister, CEO of the Adelaide Zoological Gardens, 

drew a full house when he addressed us on the philosophy of managing zoos. 

Ed. was born in Ireland, was appointed Assistant Director of the Adelaide 
Botanic Gardens in 1981. In 1991 was appointed to his current role at the 
Zoo and many changes have followed his appointment. It was an inspiration 

to hear his address. 

The Zoo began its existence as a collection of animals housed in the Botanic 
Gardens, transferring to the present site in 1882, with the support of 
the Royal Zoological Society. Now it has a budget of $7.5 million and a full

time staff of 130. 

Upon his appointment to the Zoo, Ed's first task was to prepare a Master 
Plan. Visitors to Monarto and the Adelaide Zoo can observe great changes in 
the quality of animal accommodation and the beautification brought about by 
larger enclosures and added vegetation. After eleven years he still looks 
forward to further development. 

Conservation of animal species, research and education are the core of the 
Zoo's work. Education officers and research scientists are employed to 
further these aims and volunteers play a large role. Not only are Australian 
species brought back from extinction and returned to the wild, but staff at 
Monarto have been successful in breeding overseas creatures, such as the 
Prjewalskii horses success. The establishment of a veterinarian centre at the 
Zoo has promoted research into animal health as well as serving the Zoo 
community. It is fascinating to be privy to medical procedures through a 

one-way screen at the Childrens' Zoo. 

Thousands of families visit the zoo each year, yet funding is a constant 
concern as visitor numbers are decreasing. There are less children being 
born, computers, television, poker machines, sport are all rivals for the 
public interest. The Zoo has a huge role to play in conservation of the 
species of the world and it is vital that we do our part in funding this great 

institution. 
Barbara Crompton 
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DISCOVERING MUSICAL TREASURES -
THIE EARLY CELLO 

Monday 15 July 2002 

Dr Mark Smith. cellist and cello /eacherfor over 30 years. is also a graduate of 

both Adelaide and fitinders Universities. He is !mown internotional/y as o 

researcher and writer about the early cello 

Dr Smith illustrated his talk with slides of paintings and sketches showing cellists of 

bygone eras, and the part that the cello played in their lives. One of the slides 

depicted a painting showing the vigorous dancing of Elizabeth I and the Earl of 

Leicester accompanied by cello music. Dr Smith explained how impottant these 

early sketches and paintings were as they showed the history of the cello, and its 

plac,~ in society. Slides also showed us instances of European royalty associated 

with the cello, including Henry VlJI, Louis XIV of France, and the Medici Court in 

Florence in 1685. Among the interesting historical facts imparted by Dr Smith, we 

learnt that the national coat-of-arms of France was painted on cellos by French 

makers. 

Equally fascinating was Dr Smith's information regarding how he collected the 

various cellos which he brought with him to display at the meeting. In showing one 

of his favourites, an early 18th century English cello, Dr Smith told us that some 

friends of his found it in a second-hand shop in Victor Harbour. He went on to 

mention that considering its age and the fact that it is English, it may well be the 

first cello to come to South Australia. 

His collection had some intriguing examples of early instrument-making, including 

another gem he picked up locally. He explained that it was not actually a cello but 

<111 extremely small double bass, which he found in an antiques shop in Unley Road. 

It is extremely rare - there are no other examples known. It was made in Italy, 

probably Cremona. 

Dr Smith also owns a cello that is played a little differently than expected Made in 

1 720 in England, this pa1ticular cello is played with a bow while standing up -

something like a modern guitar with a strap around the neck 

Dr Smith's presentation of a1t and music gave us an entertaining evening. 

Wendy McGuffog 
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SOUTH AUSTRA~LIA'S RIVERLAND -
a geo-historical synopsis 

Monday 19 August, 2002 

George Wool mer DAM was born in the River/and, studied at 

Roseworthy and later moved to Adelaide. He gave us a deligh(ful Show 

and Tell presentation which was a great introduction to the forthcoming 

excursion to the area. 

George based his talk on five booklets which he had produced on the 

Riverland under the titles Earlier Times, Traditional Aborigines, the 

Aborigines, the Whites and River/and History. We were able to see old 

maps and pictures, archaeological remains, like a horse swingle, nearly 

worn through from use and an insulator from the famous overland 

telegraph line. The sadness of it all is the knowledge that the great 

Murray River is in decline after havoc wrought by clearance and 

irrigation and also the loss of the original inhabitants whose presence has 

now gone except for later immigrants from other parts. 

George listed some sights which should not be missed and this will be 

useful for those not accompanying the excursion: Accommodation Hill 

Observation site near Truro and the Lutheran chapel and aboriginal 

graves; Brookfield wombat reserve; the grand old Post office at 

Blanchtown and the 1858 hotel, lock, weir and bridge; Waikerie is proud 

of its lookout tower, punt and fauna enclosure; along the Sturt Highway 

is another lookout over the lagoons; 6 ks on, a Lutheran church and 

school with a message!; 13 kms. on, the white fences and riverine walks 

of historic Banrock; the store at Cobdogla and new winery at Kingston 

and great red gums - nature's boarding house; the Steam museum at 

Cobdogla and its huge Humphrey Pumps; at Barmera, the Sturt Obelisk 

and original shops and thence to Glossop and the Berri Winery, the 

largest in the S. hemisphere; the Berri Lookout and the bypass to the 

Monash playground, Springcart Gully ,and at Renmark the Chaffey 

House and the first community hotel. George says that the unique hotel 

at Overland Comer with its red gum floor and bar,and the town of 

Morgan are musts! 
Barbara Crompton 
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[ _____ G_A_T_E_.W_fl_~Y_S_O_F_DR_E_fl_~M_I_N_G ____ _ 
Does anyone know where the beautiful butterfly gate has gone? Finely crafted in 

wrought iron by Hubert Nolte, master blacksmith, it stood for many years on 

Portrush Road, opposite the gates of Loreto Convent. Wherever it is now, it still 

flutters about in my me:mory. 

TI.1e history of Burnside is linked together by its gates; the comings and goings of 

p1;1op le whose criss-crossing paths of interest marked out a distinctive pattern of life. 

Two gates that symbolise quite literally their comings and goings are the lych gate 

at St George's, Magill, a replica of the one at Steyning Church, Sussex, home 

county of Dr Christopher Rawson Penfold; and the Toll House which has long 

outlived its turnpike. One in its traditional context took toll of the dead; the other 

exacted toll from the living. 

Tlhe gate opens and shuts down the centuries in histo1y and legend. Think of the 

massive Lions' Gate at Mycenae in Greece, which in the 1870s opened the eyes of 

archaeologists to its long-buried treasures; remember too, the gates of Troy and the 

perfidious Trojan Horse; the beggar Lazarus at Dives gate, and the Crucifixion 

outside the city gate. 

The gate is a point of demarcation, of communication, of departure and return, 

evoking emotional response - witness the yearly Menin Gate ceremony at Ypres. 

In Virgil's epic poem The Aeneid, we confront the two gates of sleep in the world of 

the dead: one made of horn sent up good dreams to men on earth; the other of ivo1y 

led men astray with false dreams. 

\\11at kind of dreams do we ourselves send forth from our own gate? Then tum to 

the dreams that shaped early Burnside, those that inspi red the formation of the 

Burnside District Council, when Dr Penfold met with others at the Green Gate Inn 

on Greenhill Road. 

A stone's throw away William Rogers ofTusmore Farm, who dreamt up and built 

the inn, had yet to proclaim his colonial achievements with his handsome Tusmore 

Gate. Like the former Erindale Gate, now well-grounded at Undelcarra, Tusmore 

Gate today marks the changes oftime at Tusmore Park. 

Clifton Manor, however, on the rise of Hallett Road, has held fast to its past with its 

red brick pillars, pagoda-crowned, carrying the dreams of successive households 

which came and went under the ambitious motto: Aut Caesar cmt nullus. But where 

now, we may ask, are Caesar's imperial dreams? 
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Fu,ther down the road, the gates of Ferguson Conservation Park guard the dreams 

woven by Henry Newland, Alick Melrose and Effie Ferguson. Now in September 

this year, Ken Preiss and his native bushland dreamers, with their hands and feet 
firmly on the ground, celebrate 20 years as guardians of the Park. 

Two gates, niow alas, among the wastes of time and within easy 'coo-ee' of the 

Park, stood at the west and eastern points of Stonyfell Road. Bell Yett (Bell Gate), 

domain of the Black family, nurtured scientific, litera1y and artistic dreams; 

botanising and classifying native flora, and interpreting the landscape in a1tistic 

form Today the family still follows the path of scientific enqui1y. 

At the eastern curve into Penfold Road stood Stonyfell House itself, stronghold of 

the Crompton family. Until late illito the 20th century, the white picket fence and 

gate invited the visitor over the threshold into the drawing-room still hung with its 

original curtains. How many gates of transition do we pass through in a lifetime? 

To wander in the yard with its 'gear and tackle and trim' of garden and vineyard 

labour in the slopes beyond, was to return to the dreamtime of family busmess 
enterprise, mdustry and hospitality. 

Nor should we overlook the secluded and scholarly gate of Gleeville at the curve of 

Dashwoocl and Sunnyside Road, whence emanated the rich intellectual life of the 

Cleland family, whose dreams filtered beyond Burnside into wider streams of 
influence. 

How and where flow the streams of life in the Burnside of today? 

'Egypt's might is tumbled down 
Down a-down the deeps of thought 
Greece is fallen and Troy town, 
Glorious Rome has lost her crown. 
Venice' pride is nought. 
But the dreams their children dreamed, 
Fleeting, unsubstantial, vain. 
Shadowy as the shadows seemed. 
Airy nothing, as they deemed, 
These remain.' 
(Mary Coleridge) 
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OUR CITY CREST AND SYMBOL 
The crest of the City of Burnside reflects our city's 

tradition and heritage. 

\Vhen Burnside was proclaimed a District Council in 1856, 

mining, quanying, fanning and winemaking were important 

local industries. Burnside's products included wheat, barley, 

oats, flour, timber, lead, silver, stone, olive oil and wine. 

Included in the crest are a bunch of grapes, a wine barrel and olive branches, 

representing two of Burnside's early industries. Indeed, the first chairman of 

theDistrict Council of Burnside was Dr Christopher Rawson Penfold who began 

Penfold wines at Magill. 

In the left section of the crest is the famous Glen Osmond toll house which was built 

in 1841 and closed in 1847. Atthe top of the crest is South Australia's emblem, the 

piping shrike. 

Our crest was designed by Edward Murray Seymour who, in 1938, won a 

competition for a Burnside City crest. The final design was approved in l 939. 

On 16 May 1935, the District Council of Burnside became the Municipality of 

Burnside, and fmally, on 23 December 1943, was proclaimed a city. 

Our symbol captures the essence of Burnside living. 

Leafy avenues ... gardens ... expansive reserves ... creeks 

.. .trees set against foothills rising to Mount Lofty. 

Our city symbol embodies our treasured environment. It was based on resident 

surveys which asked what it is that makes Burnside special. The purple lettering 

represents the jacaranda flower which proliferates throughout Burnside at the onset 

of summer. The green lettering is for gardens and foliage. 

Our symbol conveys the basics of Burnside which we value today and want to build 

upon for the future. 

[Source: City of Burnside pam11hlet.l 
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INTRODUCING YOUR COMMITTEE 
A series where we get to know members olour Committee - the people behind the 
nomes. 

N.B. In this section of our June Newsletter, the item headed 'Helen Jones' referred 
to ex-Conunittee member Helen Jf ames. Sincere apologies to both Helens for the 
typographical error. 

• John Love 
When J was a baby, my mother cut off a lock of my hair and kept it. It was honey 
blond. An older school colleague said he remembers me as a snowy-beaded little 
boy. As I grew older, my hair turned brown, then grey, and now that I am in my 
second childhood, it is going white again. 

But enough of autobiography - now for my association with the Burnside Historical 
Society. I have been a member since its inception, and was one of the steering 
committee, along with Margaret Black, Margaret Preiss, Anne Both, Bill Mason, 
Peter Lane, and the then Chief Librarian, Ron Butler, appointed to draft the 
Society's Constitution. T11e formation of the Society was closely related to 
celebration of the Burnside Council's 125th armiversary. 

In December 1977, the Council appointed a History Advisory Group, 
and I as State Archivist and a Burnside resident, was invited to serve on it. 
We r~commended to Council that Elizabeth Warburton be conunissioned to write a 
suitable book. All the members of the Adviso1y Group are listed in her preface to 
that book - The Poddocks Beneoth. 

l also had a small pa1t in planning Barbara Crompton's delightful little book 
Burnside Then ond Nmv. published to celebrate the Council's 140th anniversary. 
Both these books can be purchased from the Council. With other Society members, 
I have helped to mount displays of material from the Burnside Library's Local 
History Collection, and have been a member of the Conm1ittee for the past few 
years. 

• Elizabeth Rogers 
] was educated at the Con vent of Mercy, An gas Street, Adelaide, and later studied 
at university obtaining a B.A. (Honours). For several years I worked at Wattle 
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Park Teachers' Centre and then transferred to Carrick Hill soon after the bequest 
was received by the State Government in 1983. I retired from the position of 
Business Ma111ager at Carrick Hill a few years ago. 

f have a wide range of interests especially history, literature, theatre, art, music, and 
the environment. My 'new life' in retirement provides opportunities for greater 
involvement in such hobbies Apa1t from my current roles with the Burnside 
Historical Society, I am Secretary and Program Convener of the Friends of the State 
Library; Secretary of the Friends of the Arts in Burnside; a Guide at Carrick Hill; 
Editor of the Friends of Carrick Hill Newsletter; Executive Officer of the Carrick 
Hill Development Foundation; Secretary of the Circles of the Lyceum Club, and a 
'rank and file' member of many other kindred organisations. 

I am a perpetual student, and in my 'spare time', I am completing an MA in 
Australian Histo1y. 

• Brian Ward 
Although officially retired, Brian finds himself on 'too many committees' because 
he finds it difficult to say' 'No'. He says he has hardly ever had a year free of 
multiple committee membership since age thirteen when he joined his first 
conunittee at the YMCA. 

He is a fifth generation South Australian of mainly English stock but with a 
Swedish great-grandfather who deserted from a sailing-ship in the 1870s. 
Brian trained as a teacher in Adelaide where he met his future wife, Jwie, whom he 
married over 46 years ago. 

After serving in a number of schools in various capacities, Brian resigned to 
comp lete an MA degree (on intra-urban migration) in geography whilst a tutor in 
that subject at Adelaide University. He then transferred to the State Public Service 
in the Department of Teclmical and Further Education (T AFE). His geographic and 
platrning skills were applied in research and pla1rning, particularly for the network 
of new colleges established in the late 1970s and 1980s. This resulted in sizeable 
repo1ts which provided the numbers for base enrolment loadings and mix of courses 
to be provided in new technical education facilities at Noarltmga, Tea Tree Gully, 
Adelaide, a11d other locations. 

A long-time member of the Royal Geographical Society of South Australia, Brian is 
an Honora1y Life Member and Silver Medallist (for meritorious services). He was 
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President for four years including its centenary in 1985. Brian is still a member of 

its Publications Committee, and Public Officer. 

Brian and Jtme are active members of the Pilgrim Uniting Church in tl1e city where 

tl1ey are both on Council and various committees. They find stimulus and 
enjoyment together through their life-long love of theatre and classical nrnsic which 

they attend whenever tl1ey can. Reading is another abiding interest resulting in the 

accumulation of many books - in Brian's case often related to local history . ' 
railways or natural environment. 

June Ward 
I was born in a small village in Cheshire 70 years ago but actually lived close to the 

Lake District for most of the time I was in England. In 1949 my family planned to 

live at Durban in South Africa, but just before we were about to sail my father had 

misgivings about the business venture. All the tickets except his were cancelled, 

and he went on his own. After spending a few months there, he decided South 

Africa would not be a good choice of residence. Two years later, 1951, we came to 

live in Adelaide. I met Brian early in 1952 at Adelaide Teachers' College and we 

were married in January 1956. 

I taught in schools for a number of years before accepting a position on the staff of 

Wattle Park Teachers' College. After many amalgamations and changes of names, 

the College became part of the University of South Australia. For a number of 

years before I retired, I was Head of tl1e School of Studies in Education which was 
' 

a very challenging job with an enonnous amount of work and responsibility, but I 
loved it. I retired in 1997 and have not regretted it. 

In addition to conunittee work in otl1er organisations, [ have always been involved 

in the Royal Geographical Society. This entailed much work both on my own 

behalf and during the years tl1at Brian was President. At the 2001 AGM, I became 

Honorary Secretary to the Society. Both Brian and I are heavily involved in Pilgrim 

Uniting Church and are both on a number of committees . I am on four of them, and 

secretary to two. For the past tl1ree years I have been secretary to the Friends of the 

State Theatre Conm1ittee. I have had a hearing loss all my life, and often wonder 

how many times I have said 'Yes' when I should have said 'No'. 

In my spare time I enjoy gardening and reading. Both Brian and I share a love of 

theatre, music and overseas travel. 
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THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF MITCHAM 
Se~squicentenarv Celebrations and Book Launch 

Pamela Oborn, Parish Historian of the above church, sent us the.following 
information for the benefit of our members. 

One of the highlights of the Eastern Regional Historical Societies' Bie1mial Seminar 

[attended by some BHS members] held last October in Mitcham was tl1e marvellous 

luncheon held in St Michael"s Parish Hall. This was followed by a very brief tour 
of the lovely old church. 

At the time of the Seminar, Pamela was busy writing a history of the parish and a 

number of people expressed an interest in the fortl1coming book and asked to be 

notified when it was laimched .. Pre-publication order fonns , which offer a $10 

discount, are available from Pamela. The book will be available after the launch on 

17 October. (This was the date of the first service held in tl1e still-1mfinished 

building in 1852.) 

As part of the Sesquicentenary Celebrations of the Anglican parish of Mitcham, 

there will be a three-day Festival of Flowers, Embroidery and Music, from 
10 am to 4 pm on Tuesday 22 October to Thursday 24 October. 

For those who missed tl1e Seminar, or who would like to visit or re-visit tl1e Church 

this is an oppo1tunity to do so. As well as tl1e beautiful displays of needlework and' 

flowers, there will be craftspeople demonstrating their skills, conducted tours of the 

church interspersed with short interludes on the historic Bishop & Son organ (built 

1878), and Devonshire Teas. Bring a friend - or come by yourself - and enjoy a 
day out. 

For furtl1er info1mation or to obtain a pre-publication order fonn please contact 

Pamela Obom at home if 8271 5091. 
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OUT AND ABOUT 

• The Prints of Lionel Lindsay, an exhibition from the coHection 
of the Art Gallery of South Australia, is on view at Carrick Hill, 

46 Carrick Hill Drive, Springfield, until 29 September. This exhibition / \ 
showcases the appealing works of one of Australia's best printmakers, 

Lionel Lindsay (1874-1961) born in Creswick, Victoria, a member of the f~mous 

artistic Lindsay family. He is also known as a painter, writer and critic. 

After early studies in Australia, Lindsay travelled in Europe before returning home 

to work as a cartoonist/illustrator for the Bulletin. The 1890s and 1900s were the 

heyday for illustrated periodicals in Australia, enabling Lionel and his brother 
Norman to earn a living while they continued to exhibit. Lionel, an energetic and 

major influence on the development of Australian art, revived both etching and 

wood engraving, and was a pioneer writer of monographs on Australian a1tists. 

Carrick Hill is open Wednesdays to Sundays and Public Holidays, 10 am to 
4.30 pm. Admission charge applies. 

• Arid Arcadia : Art of the Flinders Ranges is at the Art Galle1y of South 
Australia to 3 November. There is nothing to parallel the rugged beauty of the 

Flinders Ranges. Visitors to this unique region return with stories of its timeless 

grandeur, its inspiring views and its peaceful gorges. It has long held a particular 

fascination for artists. Now the Art Gallery of South Australia has created a very 
special exhibition dedicated to this South Australian icon. 

From colonial watercolours and early photographs to contemporary paintings and 
sculptures, from rock art to recent indigenous painting, this exhibition presents the 

Flinders Ranges through the eyes of many important Australian artists . 
The A1t Gallery is open daily. Admission charge to the exhibition. 

• Spring Luncheon with Katrina Sedgwick (of Fringe and Adelaide 
International Film Festival fame) is being held by the Friends of the State Library 

on Wednesday, 18 September, 12 noon, at the Naval, Military and Air Force Club . 
Tickets $45 per person includes meal and Club wines and soft drinks. 
Bookings and enquiries : Helen Williams, ii' 8207 7255 
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L INNAM!NCKA HOTEL-MOTEL, INNAMINCKA ------~---------' 
To eat is Heaven - Confucius 

To eat is Hell - Tourist 

l)lNNER MENU 
(served about half past) 

Table d'hate A la truck 

Chefs Selection: Bundaberg 
Pilot's Preference: Bomb Bay Duck 
Truckies' Choice: Starve until you get to Birdsville 

Appetisers 
Quail, Duck and Flounder 
Reptile Cocktail with Corella Sauce 
Oysters Rockefellder - severely 

Soup 
Soup de yesterjour - been soup 
Big Red kangaroo tail (skinned extra) 
Turned Twtle Tureen 

Fish 
Burymundi (served weekends only) 

Morton Bay Bugs 
Toad on the Whole 
Mussels Kilpatrick 
(A1tichokes too) 

Mullickatawny 
Witchety - good grub 

Tilpiree Trout - tantalisingly teased from tepid Tilpiree waterhole 
by a precisely placed pattern of hand grenades . 
With Araldite sauce. 

Cat fishcakes . 

Entree 
Beef Strongan off 
Moomba Moumay - goanna gastro 
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Crowquettes 
Hurry Curry 



Main Coarse 
(game, foul and paltry) 
Pressed rabbit - fresh from the track 
Savoury Swallow - one swallow is enough for most people, but we give you two 
Pelican Maryland 
Spoonbill surprise - small spoon, big bill 

Chers Cremations 
Burke and Wills Special - anything left over from yesterday 
Rolled Ribs of Beef de la bull bar 
Chuck Steak 
Strzelecki Schnitzel - a lnmk of camel flesh battered flat with the back of an axe and 
gummed all over with crumby nardoo seed - also available cooked 

Boundary Rider Rissoles with mustered sauce 
Pepperonly Pizza (not to be sneezed at) -

served in three popular sizes, Mini, Holden or Mack truck hubcaps. 
Carpetbag Snake 
Rig Roast - delightfully diced dingo delicately drenched in Dullingari light crude 
Brumby in a Basket - serves 83. 
Adam's delight - spare rib in cider, Garden of Eden salad. 

Sweats 
Apple Dumpings 
Shoo Fly Pie 

Cheese and Greens 

Rice Puddling 
Saygo 

Danish Bluetongue, Sprung Onions, Leaks, Salt Bush Biscuits. 

Please take a doggie bag - our dogs won't eat it. Don't forget the washing up. 

[Source: our intre1lid member and traveller Edna Bayfield.I 
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ADELAIDE HILLS FACE ZONE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE PROJECT 

Our hme Newsletter mentioned tl1e above project which is currently being 
conducted by tl1e Department of Archaeology, School of Humanities, at Flinders 
University. Dr Pam Smitl1, Project Co-ordinator, attended the May meeting of our 
Conunittee and explained tl1e study to us. She has since given us further 
info1111ation as tl1e project proceeds . 

Briefly, the project involves m1de1taking tl1e preliminary cultural heritage surveys of 
the Hills Face Zone in the Burnside Council area during the current year. The study 
team has already surveyed much oftlle Burnside Open Space between Waterfall 
Gully and the South-Eastern Freeway and tlie area between Coach Road; Horsnell 
Road and tlie Pioneer Concrete quarry, altllough most of this area is in the Adelaide 
Hills Com1cil. During the next two montl1s, surveying will take place of Gandi's 
Gully, the Baral land aratmd Stonyfell and Greenhill Quarries and the western 
sector of Cleland Conservation Park. 

Once these preliminary survicJys have been completed, tl1e Flinders University 
students involved in the project will research the areas of interest within tl1e survey 
areas. The information may be used by tl1e Burnside Council in several ways, for 
example, cultural tourism interpretations. 

Those members of our Society with an interest in tl1e Stonyfell and Greenhill 
Quarries may like to know tliat Bora! have kindly lent their extensive archive to tl1e 
project team, and two of tl1e Honours students involved in tl1e study are currently 
researching the history of tl1ese quarries. 

Dr Smith invites any members of our society who may have knowledge of the 
research areas which tliey wish to contribute to tlie project to contact her at 
the Department of Archaeology, School of Humanities, Flinders University of SA, 
GPO Box 2100, Adelaide, SA 5001 or if 8201 5257, Mobile 0428 315 266, 
Fax 8201 3845, email: Pamela.Smith@flinders.edu.au. 
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THE MGM TRACKLESS TRAIN 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures was formed in May 1924 from an 
amalgamation of Metro Pictures and Goldwyn Pictures, founded in 1915 and 
1917 respectively. Louis B. Mayer once ran the Metro studio and later 
became a part of the newly formed MGM. 

Early in 1924, on the start of a worldwide MGM publicity campaign, the so
called Trackless Train and its crew left California. In the course of the 
promotion the train and crew toured the whole of the United States, and 
visited Canada, Mexico, Great Britain, Europe, Asia, Africa, Egypt, India, 
North, Central and South America, Australia and New Zealand. 

The train arrived in Australia at Brisbane on 3 April 1928 and toured all 
states. Having negotiated the flooded roads of the Coorong it reached 
Adelaide on 11 October 1928. It called on most city and suburban theatres, 
including the new Princess Theatre at Marryatville (later Ozone and now 
Chelsea), which opened 24 November 1925. The train and support vehicles 
also visited the Keystone Service Station on the comer ofDequetteville 
Terrace and Rundle Street, Kent Town. This business, believed to have been 
one of the first service stations in Adelaide, was established about this time 
by my uncle, Vic Preiss. It was probably a promotional visit for automotive 
products, including Texaco (later Caltex) "motor oil and spirit" as used 
exclusively by the Trackless Train. While in South Australia it visited 
country towns including, in alphabetical order, Caltowie, Gladstone, 
Jamestown, Kulpara, Moonta, and Peterborough. 

The train comprised a replica transcontinental engine with tender towing a 
miniature Pullman coach. The engine was powered by two coupled 90-
horsepower engines and fitted with hydraulic brakes, bells, whistles and other 
safety devices. The combined length was 53 feet; it weighed 11 tons and 
could travel at 40 M.P.H. on balloon tires. An Oaklands sedan, provided by 
General Motors Ltd., piloted the train on its travels. 

The coach was equipped with hot and cold running water and was lighted, 
heated and ventilated by electricity. With kitchen, buffet and sleeping 
accommodation it could house five people. A radio receiver was provided for 
entertaining the crew. A 60-horsepower engine was fitted to propel the coach 
in an emergency. 

The tour had several stated aims. To promote MGM the names of actors and 
successful productions were painted on the coach. The fihns included Ben 
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Hur, The Merry Widow, Rose Marie, Annie Laurie and The Student Prince. 
Places of interest were fihned and over 350,000 feet of fihn were shot. In 
addition worthy causes were helped from the sale of promotional material and 
money collected for rides on the train. In South Australia the Minda Home 
was assisted in this way. The tour also cooperated in countries visited with 
organisations promoting better roads. 

Further information: 
"Two A.M.", Advertiser, 24 Jul. 1985, p. 2 and 30 Jul. 1985, p. 2 
Ross King, "The Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Trackless Train, 1924", 

Cinema Record, Issue 34, Spring 2001. 
Bronte Harrington, "MGM's 'Hollywood on Wheels'", Kino Cinema 

Quarter(y, No. 79, Autumn 2002. p. 16-. 
Records of Jamestown (SA) Historical Museum. 
Mortlock Library Pictorial Collection B 21229, B 28649, et. al. 

Ken Preiss 

The MGA1 Trackless Train at the Krystone Service Station, corner of Dequetteville 
Terrace and Rundle Street, Kent Town. 
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GLEN OSMOND MINES 
TOURS 

The Toll House at Glen Osmimd, 1841-1847 

WHEN 

WHERE 

Regular tours of these historic mines which are classified on 

the Register of the National Estate are conducted by the 

Burnside Historical Society on the third Sunday of each 

month at 1.45 p.m. 
Special tours can also be arranged on weekdays for school 

groups, etc. 

Tours start at the Burnside Council Chambers and include 

stops at some historic points en route to and from the mines. 
\ 

BOOKINGS Before the tour commences, bookings and payments must be 

made at the Community Services Department of the Burnside 

Council. Phone 8366 4200. 

Mine tours are limited to 18 people, except for school groups. 

NUJE: Walking shoes with enclosed toes must be worn - no sandals. 

Family groups are welcome but parents are responsible for the 

control of their children. 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 
Insert in NEWSLETI'ER September 2002 

GUIDED WALK AROUND THE HISTORIC PRECINCT 
'lrlHIIE §IEJMIAJFIHI (0) U 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 20TH OCTOBER 
** LIMITED TO 40 WALKERS MAXIMUM - because of insurance requirements'. ** 

There will be six small groups each led by a trained guide provided by the Port Adelaide 

Information Centre. Although the walk is free a gold coin ®nation for the Port Adelaide 
Historical Society will be welcomed at the library (its headquarters). 

• The walk begins at 2.30pm adjacent to the landmark TIME BALL 
TOWER, near the south east comer of The Esplanade and Semaphore 
Road. The walk is expected to take up to 90 minutes and conclude at the 
wonderfully refurbished Semaphore Palais, where space has been reserved 
for walkers to take refreshment of their choice at their own expense. 

Parking is available in front of the supermarket east of the two-storeyed 
library (former town hall/ cinema) or along the Esplanade. 

• BCC Community Bus with 21 seats has been engaged. Reservations 
accompanied by payment of $5 each will be accepted up to capacity in the 
order received. 

• Bookings for the free walk must be made by completing the attached 
form and submitting it by Friday 27th September 
Those wishing to travel by bus should also enclose payment of $5 each. 

All bookings should be accompanied by a SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED 
ENVELOPE for return of confirmation of the booking ( and receipt if paying 
for bus travel). 

For decades 'The Semaphore' was a crucial link in South Australia's relations with the rest of 

the world. From there all shipping movements in 'the gulf' were watched, identified and 

recorded. This began in the early 1850s when George Coppin built a two-storeyed timber hotel 

on the sea-front and equipped it with a very high flag pole in order to signal his other hotel in 

Port Adelaide of the approach of ships ( and new customers?). The area took on the name 

Coppin had conferred upon it - 'The Semaphore'. 

From 1856 a government signal station linked to the Post and Telegraph system relayed 

information on water depth, and tides, as well as instructions for loading and discharging 

cargoes. Maritime pilots were based at Semaphore to guide ships when summoned to do so at 

any hour. In 1875 the Time Ball Tower was erected adjacent to the Signal Station adding to the 

complexity of its work. 

During Semaphore's hey-day passengers and cargoes from ships too large to enter Port 

Adelaide were transferred by steam launch and/or lighter to the jetty. 

The walk will pass the former customs boarding station, several hotels, churches, homes of 

former significant residents, the water tower, various memorials and end at the Palais built in 

1922 when Semaphore was a favourite watering-place, and home to an enormous annual 

carnival. 

I 
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Insert in B. H. S. NEWSLETI'ER September 2002 
Postal address: TO THE TREASURER 

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC 
P.O. BOX 152, GLENSIDE, SA 5065 

GUIDED WALK AROUND THE HISTORIC PRECINCT 
'lrlHIIE §IEJMIAJFIHI (0) U 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON 20TH OCTOBER 

BOOKING FORM 
*CLOSING DATE FOR BOOKINGS: MONDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2002 

The completed form (with payment for bus travel if desired) and a 
SELF-ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE should be 
EITHER posted to the address shown above 
OR handed in at the lecture meeting on Monday 16th September. 

PLEASE BOOK .............. walking places, one for each person listed below, 
where we have indicated (v)our preferred mode of transport to Semaphore, 
and included payment of $5 each if bus travel is preferred. 

*Name 1: 

Address 1: 

'Phone 1: 

Travel preference (v ): Private car: BCCbus - payment included @ $5 each 

Name 2: 

Address 2: 

'Phone 2: . 

Travel preference (v ): Private car: BCCbus - payment included @ $5 each 

Name 3: 

Address 3: 

' Phone 3: 

Travel preference (V ): Private car: BCCbus - payment included @ $5 each 

*Receipt will be posted to this address in your Self-addressed envelope 

Payment enclosed for bus travel is $ ..................... By cheque I cash 


