


PROGRAM 2002 

11,e program for 2002 is rwinted helm,•. 

Do remember to always check the program in eaclh Newsletter as 

there are occasions, due to circumstances beyond our control, when 

dates and/or speakers change from those printed in an earlier issue. 

Please note that a separate Bool,i11g Form is enclosedfor our Spring 

Weekend Excursion. J,Ve asll you to complete the right-hand side of the 

enclosed (where relevant), detach am/forward, with your deposit as per the 

instructions indicated. Ki11d~1• retain the lefi-lumd side as a 'memm:pJogger' 

for our activities. 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside 

Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at 8 pm unless 

an alternative time or venue is notified. Admission is free, including 

supper. Visitors are always welcome. 

Monday, 17 June, 8 pm The Progress oft!,e Adelaide Zoo tmMrds a 

Conse/'l'ation Centre 
Speaker: Ed McAlister, Chief Executive Officer, Zoological Gardens 

A former Deputy Director of the Botanic Gardens, and now CEO 

of the Zoo, Ed also chairs the Wildlife Animal Ethics Committee for SA, and is 

a member of the Council of the RSPCA (SA Division), the CR C for Pest 

Animal Control and the A.C.C. Environmental Advisory Forum. He is heavily 

involved in committees relating to the zoo profession. Chief among these are his 

positions as Chairman of the Ethics Committee of the World Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums, President Election of the same organisation, and President 

of the Australasian Regional Association of Zoological Parks and Aquaria 

(ARAZPA), the peak industry body for Australasia. 

Ed's illustrated talk will trace the development of the Adelaide Zoo from its 

opening in 1883 to its present status as a centre for education, conservation and 

research. The development of Mona1to Zoological Park from its opening in 

1993 to its current status, similar to that of the Aclelaicle Zoo, will also be 

discussed. 
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Monday, 15 July, 8 pm Dis<.:overing i'vlusical Treasures - the ear~)' cello 
N.LJ. This talk is on the early cello - not the oboe. as inadvertently mentioned in the 
March Newsletter. 
Speaker: Dr Mark Smith, cellist and cello teacher for over 30 years. 
Dr Smith, a graduate of both Adelaide and Flinders Universities, is known 
internationally as a researcher and writer about the early cello. He has had 
articles published in British, European and American musicological periodi~als. 

Dr Smith's talk will be illustrated by slides of 17th and 18th century cellists, and 
by live demonstrations of their lost playing methods. TI1e music will be played 
on three rare and original 18th century instruments, two of which were 
discovered (unrecognised) in South Australia. 

Monday, 19 August, 8 pm South Australia's River/and- a geo-historica/ 

:-.ynopsis 
Speaker: George Woolmer OAM, a previous long-time resident of the 
region. 
George has a M.Ed. and has been awarded an OAM for his work in this area, 
including the compilation of histories, conservation of historical buildings and 
sites, and the gaining of natural history reserves, e.g. wombat and flora 

sanctuaries. 

George will provide an illustrated review of the history, both Aboriginal and 
European, geology, flora and fauna, land use and misuse of the Riverland. 

This talk is of mterest to all members, as well as providing a 'background 
briefing' for those going on the Spring Weekend Excursion to the R iverland. 

Saturday and Sunday, 31 August and 1 September 
Our a1111ual 'weekend away' trip to the Riverland. 
Please see the enclosed Booking Sheet for details. 

Monday, 16 September, 8 pm South Australian JVhaling Stations 
Speaker: Terry Arnott, Heritage SA 
Terry is Principal Maritime Archaeologist with Heritage SA within the 
Department of Environment and Heritage. He is responsible for the management 
of over 800 shipwrecks on the SA coast, and for management of coastal heritage 
sites. Terry has worked for the above department for eight years and previously 
worked 111 Victoria as Museum Curator and Maritime Archaeologist. 
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Terry's illustrated talk will tell us about recent surveys and archaeological 
investigations to locate shore-based whaling stations and off-shore islands of SA, 
including searches for whaling shipwrecks and survivor camps. He will also 
refer to the early first contact period between European whalers and indigenous 
people (shootings, spearings, kidnappings, etc.) 

MORE DETAILS AHOUT THE FOLLOWING WILL BE J>ROVIDED 
iN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER - but do make a diary note now 

Sunday, 13 October 
Our Committee will host a visit by members of the Walkerville Historical 
Society. The program will be similar to that organised for the recent enjoyable 
visit by the Hallett Historical Society. Depending on visitor numbers, members 
of our Society will be invited to join for lunch and/or afternoon tea. 

Sunday afternoon, 20 October 
Semaphore Historic Walk with guides from the Po1t Adelaide Historical Society 
and Information Centre. Afternoon Tea in the restored Palais. 

Monday, 21 October, 8 pm 
The Evolution <~{the Railway Station in SA 1856-1984 
Speaker: John Evans, SA Tourism Commission 

Monday, 18 November, 8 pm 
Christmas Meeting 

******** 
ADELAIDE HILLS FACE ZONE CULTURAL 

HERITAGE STUDY 
Staff from Flinders University have obtained funding to unde1take a cultural 
heritage study of the Adelaide Hills Face Zone over the next three years. 

Pam Smith, Project Co-ordinator, attended our May Committee meeting and 
elaborated on the project objectives, i.e. 
m doc:11111e11/ indigenous and E11ropen11 c:u//ura/ impacts on !he !mu/scope o/fhc 

ahove area; to ide11/iji1 and docwnent sites o/cu!tura! heritage significance, and to 
reco111111end ,\;e!ecled sites as cultural tourism destinutions. 

Members of our Committee will continue to liaise with Pam on the project 



A History of Victoria Square 

When architect Andrew Klenke aclclressecl our meeting on 18 March 2002 we 

had the impression he was in the wrong place. At the same time the 

Adelaide City Council was discussing changing the sq uare (again?) -.perhaps 

he should have been at their meeting instead! 

Andrew opened by stating that Victoria Square has always been 

associated with controversy. Light's vision had the square as the centre of 

life in the city. Its allotted 8 acres has evolved with the State's history. 

Prior to l 850 the square itself remained untouched and there was little 

city development to the south. Free traffic roamed everywhere. In 1855 the 

southern portion was planted and in 1864, the northern part was 'beautified' 

with gardens and trees. Thousands of city trees were planted in that decade 

but the first gardener was not appointed for the square until 1878 . Animals 

became a problem so a substantial fence enclosed the segments and was not 

removed until 1929. The trees became too dense and harboured dangerous 

things . Following a proposal in 1946 to radically change the whole design, 

all trees including the Moreton Bay Fig trees were removed and it also 

became devoid of people. 

Several themes kept recurring throughout Andrew's presentation. 

Roadways vs Qrassed areas: at various times proposals have included having 

the railway from Glenelg (and latterly the tram line) run straight through it; 

having King William Road run straight through (street won that time) - later 

moving the whole square to the west; curved traffic lanes ; underground car 

parking. 

Should it be a showcase or for the people - who has the right to use it? 

Statues began to be commissioned; bus ai1d tram depots came and went; a 

public toilet came and went, plus a fountain (current one installed in l 968) . 

Vested interests vs power: civic buildings developed around the perimeter. 

Commercial vs private interests. 

Among the many historical slides Anclrevv used was one showing crowds 

gathered in the square at the declaration of WWI. He claimed that the 

argument of city square use has already been lost because the department 

stores closed: the country bus depot moved; public transport mostly stopped 

and nearby civil development increased. Nevertheless it deserves a revival, 

but the first step for the Adelaide City Council will be to determine its use. 

Barbara Parker 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ADELAIDE CITY 
ARCHIVES 

Monday I 5 April 2001 

Following 011r AGM on the above dote, Robert 7'hor11/011. Afunoger of the 

Records and Archives Unit of(he Adelaide ( 'ify Co1111cil. spoke to us about the 

holdings and services olthisfi:1scinatil1g establishment. 

We learnt that the Adelaide City Council's records date back to I 840 - almost 

5,000 metres of shelf material. lncluded in the treasures are building plans, 

maps, repo1ts, minutes, registers, photographs dating back to the mid-1800s, 

tape recordings and microfilms. 

One item of pa1ticu lar interest mentioned by Robert is the Smith Survey - an 

1880 map of the City showing streets and buildings in minute details. Robert 

mentioned that the Smith Survey was done in preparation for the introduction of 

sewerage in the city, and its detailing was so exact that it was still being used in 

the J 980s. 

Robert mentioned that many visitors are people who want to look at the history 

of their home, and others who want reproductions of old photos to hang in their 

lounge or board room. Naturally, not all records can be accessed and those that 

are less than 30 years old or contain personal or highly sensitive material or 

original records that are in exceptionally poor condition, may not be available. 

We learnt that the team of five staff also tend to the City of Adelaide Civic 

Collectio1i - 3,000 items of gifts, paintings and relics which are stored or 

displayed at various venues. Of particular interest to his listeners was mention 

of the comprehensive Oral Histo1y Collection, which includes taped interviews 

and transcripts with I 00 people, including former Lord Mayors, Councillors, 

staff, residents and business people The oldest participant was born in 1884, 

the youngest in 1942 . 

fnterest in Robe1t 'stalk was so intense that instead of one follow-up excursion to 

the Archives by our members, three such visits were arranged. (A repo,t on one 

of the exnirsions follows) 
Elizabeth Rogers 
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RECENT EXCURSIONS 
., A visit to the Adelaide City Archives - Wednesday 17 April 2002 

Following our interest being whetted by Robe1i Thornton's talk to the Society, 

three separate visits were made to the Archives The tight, security-consciot;s 

foyer, with its signature 'guardian' from the original Solomon's tobacconist in 

Adelaide Arcade, contrasted with the bulky 'catacombs' of materials housed in 

the temperature and humidity-controlled basement repository room. 

Robe1i set out a selection of 'finding aids' - documents, papers, reports, 

registers, photographs (both contact print and lantern slide), and a display in the 

public search room. These included the City of Adelaide plan, the register of 

plans submitted to the building surveyor in l 940 (of interest, an application by 

one Wm. Essery of Sydenlrnm Road, Norwood, for alterations to the former 

Imperial Hotel on the corner of King William and Grenfell Streets), and the rates 
and assessments records for l 915. 

Members also viewed the conservation laboratory, where damaged records and 

exhibits are restored. An eight-year backlog of work confronts the Council 

Conservator who (not surprisingly) is seeking an assistant! Finally, downstairs 

to the reposito,y room, with its 50,000 building plans and minute; of Council 

meetings on file, protected by an expensive and lethal gas-infused fire retardant 

system, and housing a most ingenious 'disaster bin'. 

Each of the three visits was a folfilling experience. Peter Davies 

• A Visit to Ayers House Museum -· Wednesday 15 May 2002 
20 members returned to the elegance of another era when we visited Ayers 

House Museum, one of the last remaining grand 19th century houses that once 

lined the southern side of Notth Terrace. Morning Tea added to our er~oyment. 

Our group noted that in recent years the house has been faithfully renovated and 

restored to its 1870s glory with authentic furnishings and decoration 

1l1e interior is of national significance and demonstrates the skill of 19th century 

master craft workers. The wall decorations, restored to their original beauty, 

\Vere of particular interest to our members. 

Our thanks to member Helen James (who is also a guide and committee member 

at Ayers House) for arranging this special visit to yesteryear Elizabeth Rogers 
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Visit from Hallett Historical Society 

Ten visitors associated with the Hallett Historical Society visited us on 

28 April 2002. The invitation was extended when thanking them for 

their hospitality last October. Our society members on the Broken Hill 

Trip stopped in Hallett for afternoon tea on the way home. 

In a small Local History Room attached to the Institute a display 

pays tribute to George Hubert Wilkins, born at nearby Mount Bryan 

East in 1888. He achieved fame internationally as an explorer, 

scientist, aviator and photographer and was knighted by King George 

Vin 1928 . Other items were displayed about Jolm Hallett, early settler 

in Adelaide and South Australia's history. In 183 7 he took up land 

near Magill and in 1844 took up more land on which the town of 

Hallett now stands. Hallett Cove is named after him. We offered to 

show them sights around Burnside related to Hallett's early life. 

Waterfall Gully Restaurant was an ideal venue for a delightful 

lunch and initial chats with 8 members of our society on a glorious 

autumn day. Next Richard House took them on a guided bus tour 

around Burnside. He focussed on the large estate houses of the early 

settlers, such as Bonvue, Wooten Lea (Seymour College), Sunnyside, 

Beaumont House and others . Special attention was paid to the area at 

the north east encl of Hallett Road. where John Hallett had 80 acres and 

owned the house Jlfracombe. demolished in the 1960s. Hallett was a 

successful pastoralist with sheep on several huge properties, bul he lost 

100,000 sheep in the severe drought in the 1860s and died a broken 

man in 1868. 
Afternoon tea at Pepper Street Gallery provided another pleasant 

interlude, joined again by some of our members and then it was back to 

the Burnside Town Hall. Comments from Hallett visitors indicated 

that they had thoroughly enjoyed their clay trip to the city, which gave 

them a well-earned break from their lives in the remote countryside. 

Barbara Parker 
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r THE HISTORY OF BURNSIDE'S TREES AND PARK~ 

Monday 20 May 2002 

Our speaker, Simon Bradley, is the AJanager of Parks and Gardens /c>r the Citv 

of Burnside. He has been at Burnside.fi.)r tn•o years, supeivising 89. reserves -

rims rt ts clear that he is on his/eet constantfy! ' 

Simon admitted that he is a Sydneysider and in his talk he addressed the ten main 

~ol~Hcs of his respons1b1hty, rather than the history of the parks Trees and open 

space a1e the most obvious and important issues to most ofus. Our street trees 

~:·e a'.~mg, and tlus year 600 new trees, from 3 to 4 metres high, will be planted. 

I he 1es1dems have the opporturnty to choose from three options for their street. 

S_11:10n ga~e an overview of the tree legislation which protects most of the larger 

t1 e~s m /JI 1vate ownerslllp and, 1mportantly, those on development sites. 

The replacement of fine stands such as those on Alexandra A venue is a problem 

which has to be faced as such trees are becoming quite decrepit. At all times 

there must be a balance between sentiment and practicality. 

Bllrnsicle has an Open Space Policy which protects parks as well as providing 

long term needs for recreation and preservation of natural vegetation. 

Verges iire impo1iant as open space as well, and are mowed six times a year. 

Residents who wish to plant their verges are encouraged and provided with help 

m preparat10n 

There are voiunteers who kmdly help in some ~reas. More willi.ng hands would 

be welcome: 

The Council ~rornotes its wonderful provision of parks and gardens through its 

website, mchv1dual s1gnage, and an attractive booklet on parks and gardens 

which 1s available at the C1v1c Centre. 

Barbara Crompton 
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BURNSIDE HISTORlCAL SOCIETY 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT FOR TH[ YEAR 2001/2002 

presented at the AGM on 15/4/2002 

It is my pleasure to pro"ide the President ·s Report al the 21st Annual General Meeting 

of the Burnside Historical Society. Our Society has completed another invigorating 

and fulfilling twelve months, further enhancing its reputation as a professional 

organisalion both within the Burnside area. and outside. By being members of a group 

such as ours, one of the lessons we learn is that each age is a unique manifestation of 

the human spirit with its own culture and values. Our taiks and other activities help 

us find oui why people acted as they did by stepping into their shoes. by seeing the 

,rnrld through their eyes and, as far as possible. judging it by their standards. 

Membership: The year has been a busy and varied one. Regular monthly meetings 

comprised our main activity. The maximum attendance at any one meeting was 7 l 

and the minimum was 4 7 with an average attendance of 60. This support from our 

members is most pleasing. ln .lune 200 I we left our temporary meeting place in the 

Tusmore Masonic Hall. and moved back to the redeveloped Community Centre. The 

provision of supper was cancelled while we met in the Masonic Hall. owing lo the 

limitations of that venue. As from February this year. we resumed the inclusion of 

supper at our monthly talks. This is proving, once again. to be a popular means for 

members and visitors lo 'meet and greet' each other. Membership increased from a 

total of 198 to 20 l during the year. Although this is only a small expansion overall. 

the actual increase in new members is higher. but that growth is balanced against 

some resignations due to ill-health. change of address, and also sadly the deaths of 

other members. Our total membership of 20 l is an all-time high. reflecting the 

healthy progress of our Society. 

Meetings: Our monthly meetings varied in their topics but were always 

received enthusiastically. Our knowledge of history was enlarged by including talks 

on related aspects of art education. landscapes. Parliament, industry. as well as topics 

specifically associated with Burnside. As is our custom, all talks were recorded for 

lodgement in the Local History Collection of the Burnside Library, providing an 

abundant source of relevant material for community use. Our meelings are advertised 

in the Eastern Courier, including information that \Ye always welcome visitors. 

Outside Visits: Our program for the past tweh c months included a number of 

excursions. such as two trips lo Carrick Hill. with a guided tour and luncheon on each 

occasion. Members also m'ailed themselves of the opportunity of guided tours of the 

new Burnside Library arranged through our Society. An exciting innovation was the 

extension of our annual 'weekend away· to encompass a four-day trip in search of the 

history and heritage of the Broken Hill area. This successful excursion "·as due to the 
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time. effort and organisational work of the co-organisers. Barbara Parker and Da\'id 

Rogers, and the experti se of our guide. Greg Drew. 

Subcommittees and Pro,ject Teams: Our Society has a number of project teams 

and subcommillees, and I wish to acknowledge and thank them for their ,rnrlc. 

Program Planning Subcommittee: Late last year a fi.\'e-member 

subcommillee was set up to plan and manage the Society's program for the \\hole of 

2002. In a departure from the normal mode. no office-bearers were fornrnlly 
appointed by either the committee or the subcommittee. However. the group worked 

most effectively with Edna Bayfield as c011Yener and Brian Ward as secretary. assisted 

by Isabel Williams. Mary Baker and June Ward. The various tasks have been so 
distributed that every member has responsibility for part of the program. 

ln c1ddilion to the long-established pattern of monthly lectures. and the twilight dinner 

meeting at Cummins House lo open our 2002 activities, there are to be short tours to 
Ayers House. and the City Archives. A week-end trip is planned to the Riverland in 

late August, and an afternoon walk around historic Semaphore in October. 

On-going Plaques: The Society makes recommendations to the Council 

regarding sites of historical significance in the area . which warrant a plaque to mark 

them. All committee members are involved in this work. The most recent plaque 
commemorates the site of the original Burnside Village on the corner of Lockwood 

Road and High Street. 

Parks and Gardens: Tlus project progressed slowly during the last twelve 

months. We \Yere saddened by the sudden death of the project co-ordinator, Deane 
Dinning, in July. Deane worked on several parks in the G)en Osmond are8. His 

research has been followed through by Elaine Smyth,, and is near completion. Barbara 

Crompton and John Clark researched two parks of interest to them. Aitunga G.irdens 

and Hazelwood Park. respectively. Eleanor Trott is currently doing research in the 

Council records to obtain relevant information for use in our project. The result of our 

work is being put on to the dc1ta base of parks in the area , and will therefore be 

available for forther research work. If any members are interested in a particular park. 

and would like to research its history. training is available. Please let Elaine Smyth 

know 1f you msh lO participate. 

Oral History: Barbara Crompton was the original co-ordinator of this project She 

11 as foil owed by Barbara Parker who advises of completion of the project to record the 

recollection of some peopl~ who liwd in the Burnside area during World War IL 

Other helpers rncludcd Margaret Black. Rosemary Brown. Wendy McGuffog. and 
Barbara Rennie . Oral history is an important segment of our Society as it helps rescue 

10 

and preserve Yoices that nrny otherwise be ignore_d or forgotten. It reminds us that we 

are more than we seem. If any other members wish lo imtiate or partake m another 

oral history project. please contact Barbara Parker. 

Plaques Photography: A continuing_ important prqject_ is to plwtograph t,h,e I 

numerous Council plaques in the Burnside c1rea. and this is also be111g undei taken by 

Barbma Parker. 

Mines: Well-patronised guided tours of the Wheal Watkins Historic Lead Mine were 

conducted by the Society during the year. As well as the twelve monthly Sunday tours. 

three extra t~urs were organised for special groups (the Burnside Rotary Club. the 

Eastwood Community Centre Walking Group. and the Seaview Ladies Oul and Aboul 

Club). A total of J 89 people went on these visits including about 30 children. The 

average number or people on a tour was 13. Nine guides (inclu:ling ?ne new gmde 

recrnited recently) willingly gaye of their time. When rostered 111 pairs. gmde~ are 
only called upon- eYery three to four months. 1f you are interest~d in being tramed as a 

mii1e guide. please contact John Clark. the Mine Guide Co-ordmator. who WIii be 

happy to give you more information 

Newsletter: The Ne"sletter subcommittee meets quarterly. prior to each is_sue. 

Members are Elizabeth Rogers (editor). Joy Batt. Bc1rbara Crompton. Peter Danes and 
Barbara Parker (reporters): Janel Clark and Bob Brown (distribution an~ postage). 

with occasional 'guest reporters·. We are sorry to lose the efficient services offoy 

Ball. one or our reporters. and thank her for her contribution. The News.letter is 

personally cleliYered to members in the Burnside _Council area by 15 dedicate_d 
members. i.e. Janet Clark. Margaret Sando. Jeame Susman. lnna Steele. Elame 

Smyth. Brian and June Ward. Margaret Preiss. Lucille Haddy. Pauline Hiscock. 

Me;·edith Ide. Jim Crompton. Rosemary Brown. Elizabeth Rogers and Joan Brown. 

The Newsletter provides a forum for reporting meetings. ,·isits. ne,:•s. and other . 

historical material. Circulation has increased owing to our expanding membership. 

, 100 Years in Burnside' Subcommittee: Other subcommittees are formed for 

particular purposes. when required. On 8 July last year. the ~urnside Cou_ncil 
commemorated the opening of the newly-deYeloped Commumty Centre with an 

' Indoor Community Fair' based 011 the theme' l00 Years in Burnside· A small 
subcommittee cons.isling of Deane Dinning. Helen James, John Love, Elaine Smyth 

and Brian Ward worked on our contribution of copies of historicc1l photos. fn . 

addition. Mines Coordinator John Clark created interest in the Glen Osmond Mmes by 

appearing in his miner· s outfit. Thanks to all the above_ for_ their work and expertise. 

Sadly. Deane Dinning died suddenly a few days after tins display lo which he 

contributed so much . 
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Community activities: Our Society wns represented at vmious functions of other 

historical and similar organisations. Members of lhe Society attended the State 

History Conference held at Pekina in May. We m~re also represented at the Eastern 

Regional Local History Semi nar held in October and hosted by the Mitcham Historical 

Society. Members also atlendi~d the opening of the new Burnside Library. and the new 

Community Centre. as indicated ab<we. Committee members also accepted invita_tions 

lo various func tions. both those in our own area and others in th,~ wider communi ty. 

includi ng reJeyant book launchings. Liaison with kindred organisations is a heallhy 

feature of the Burnside Historical Society. Tm·itations ,vere also accepted during the 

year from varions comnmnity organisations. including Tusmore Memorial Evening 

Fellowship. Kensington Gardens Luncheon Club. Toorak Gardens Men·s Probus Club. 

Rotary Club of Glen Osmond. Lyceum Club of Adela ide, and Glenside Lions Club, lo 

provide illustrated talks on the history of f3u mside and our Society. These ge11erated 

much comment and interest. 

ln June. the Society was invited to participate in a 'Round Table Conference' in lbe 

Mayor"s Parlour and speak on our work. A copy of our paper was given to Mayor 

Wendy Greiner at her request. 

Our Society contribu tes to the Burnside Library for the benefit of all the comm1.111ity. 

Recent contributions lwn~ included a copy oLlge ()j'fransition: , I St11dv 0JF011r ,'-l>l 

l'rirnte Ciirls' Schools (/855- 19::!6) by Dr Helen Reid OAM (who also spoke lo us on 

this topic during the year), and a series of books on the history of Broken Hill. kindlv 

presented to us by the Broken Hi[(! listorical Society during our trip there in October. 

Administration: Our occupalion:1l health and safety policy and procedures 

and audit checklists control the way the: Socic:I) ·s actiyif.ics arc conducted These need 

to be reYiewecl :md updated at sni.lablc inten als. and our Responsible Officer. Barbara 

Parker. has recently done so. Members who assisted Barbara in the revision included 

John Clark John Lm e. Pauline Hiscock. Richard House, and Elizabeth Rogers . For 

the information of all members. releyant points dealing with safety issues al meetings 

\\ill be in a future Newsletter. 

We appreciate the Burnside Council"s generosily for continued support through the 

Community Grants Scheme. The money recci,·ecl for the past 7 years provides 

administration funding for our research projects. newsletter. and similar. 

Acknowledgments: The members on the subcommittees and projects already 

mentioned give much time and energy. We offer on-going thanks anq 

acknowledgment of their "'ork. Without lhe enthusiastic voluntary contributions from 

our members. it would be very difficult lo have such a vital Society 
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I also pay tribute lo the general commillee for their work. enthusiasm and energy. 

Being 011 our committee means being a team member with a commitment of one 's 

time and energy. Committee members also participated in the various subcommittees 

and projects already mentioned, being fu rther instances of their ' hands-on ' 

en thus ias111. We regret that Helen James. Barbara Parker and Margaret Sando are 

retiring from the committee. We express appreciation and gratitude to them for their 

contribution to the affairs of the Society. In particular. Barbara Parker has held the 

positions of President. Vice President and Newsletter Editor. We will miss her words 

of wisdom from our committee meetings - but we are grateful she continues to be 
involved in some of our projects . 

A feature of our monthly talks is Ted Bayfield 's expertise in regard to the 'information 

technology' component of our meetings. ably supported by his assistants John Love 

and Brian Ward. A special ' thank you · to all those who so willingly lend a hand to 

organise the hall before and after each meeting. Many thanks also to Pauline Hiscock, 

our Supper Co-ordinator, and her band of assistants. who provide the very welcome 

supper at the conclusion of our monthly meetings. 

I also thank some particular people for their invaluable and professional help 

th roughout the year, always given so wil lingly and courteously: Barbara Parker for 

her splendid contributions in diverse ways to our Society, Elaine Smyth. our Secretary. 

for her administrative acumen. and Richard House. our Treasurer. for his financial 

f1air 

In conclusion. a special tribute to all our members. who by their regular attendance 

giYc life to our Society. Wi thout such a supporti ve and interested membership. the 

Society could not funct ion. History is a collective memory. !he storehouse of 

e.\perience through which people develop a sense of their social idenlily. Comparisons 

across lime can add depth and range to our understanding of the present. Our Society 

provides friends hip and fun through the common bond of our members ' awareness of 

history et~joyed in the company of each other. 

Elizabeth Rogers 
PRESIDENT 15 AJ)l"il 2002 

[N.B. The Mim1tes of the AGM on 15 April 2002 were presented to members at the 

next monthly meeting on 20 May 2002, where confirmation was moved. seconded and 

carried. The presentation of the Minutes within a reasonable time after the AGM 

(rather than wait 12 months or more until the next AGM) is accepted practice in many 

organisations. and provides more satisfactory information for our members. If any 

member wishes to hm~e a copy of the confi rmed Minutes. please contact the President. 
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Treasurer's Annual Report 
15th April 2002 Annual General Meeting 2001/2002 

I am glad to report a successful financial year which has resulted in us being 
able to transfer $555 to our General Accumulated Funds Reserve and $93 to 
the Mines Account Reserve. 

However increased printing costs resulted in a loss of $186 on the printing and 
distribution of the Newsletter. The accounts show an increase from $434 last 
year for the Newsletter to $736 this year and this is expected to increase further 
next year. This is partly because we had a particularly 'good deal' previously 
that is no longer available. 

During the year we incurred significant costs in preparing the historical 
display that was on view at the time of the opening of the new Public 
Library. However this was covered by the Council. We also spent 
money on the creation of a display at the Eastern Regional History 
Seminar and the talk about the origins of the names of the Burnside 
suburb names. These three projects have all resulted in the availability 
of excellent material for future use at displays and presentations. 

A donation of $92.52 was made to the extended Pepper Street Gallery 
for lighting in the room used for displaying historical material. 

A grant of $550 was received from the Burnside Council for our special 
projects which are all local community activities and which include the 
Newsletter. As we already had outstanding balances that were adequate 
for most of our projects we allocated this sum in full to the publication 
of the Newsletter. However the above mentioned deficit of $186 has 
reduced the outstanding balance in the Council Grants Reserve thereby 
leaving us $430 for all the projects next year. We can never guarantee a 
top up of this fund. 

In preparing a budget for next year we have had to take into account a 
likely hike in the cost of Public Liability Insurance and the cost of the 
use of the Coralie Soward Hall for our meetings. 

Richard House 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 31st March 2002 

2000/2001 
$1,164.00 

$810.00 
$1,000.00 

$350.00 
$375.93 
($57.90) 
$58.00 

$140.25 
$8.00 

$110.95 
$5.00 
$2.00 

$420.00 
$0.00 

$30.00 
$0.00 

$70.00 

$4,486.23 

$167.24 
$221.15 
$300.00 
$102.10 

$90.00 
$55.53 

$614.72 
$53.80 

$0.00 
$1,000.00 

$0.00 
$350.00 
$434.60 
$68.25 
$15.00 

$0.00 
$35.30 

$294.80 
$0.00 

$3,802.49 

$683.74 

$340.96 
$375.93 
($33.15) 

$683.74 

Income 
Subs 2001/02 (Single) and late 2000/01 ($18) 
Subs 2001/02 (Family) 
Transfer from reserves for library donation 
Transfer from Mines Reserve for display material 
Profit on mines tours 
Profit (Loss) on dinners 
Profit (Loss) on day tours 
Profit (Loss) on weekend tour 
Profit on guided walks and bus tours 
Bank interest 
Sundry Sales - glasses, tapes etc 
Donations received 
Council Grant for Newsletter 
Council Grant for Street Names project 
Council Grant for Parks and Gardens project 
Council Grant for Oral History project 
Council Grant for Plaques Records update 

Total income 

Expenses 
Printing and Stationery 
Telephone, postage and PO Box 
Use of hall and other meeting expenses 
Supper costs 
Subscriptions to other societies and seminar fees 
Government taxes on Bank Account 
Insurance 
Gifts 
Tapes and equipment 
Donations 
Society records, photos, etc 
Creation of mines display material 
Newsletter expenses 
Street Names project 
Parks and Gardens project 
Oral History project 
Plaques Record update project 
Depreciation on equipment (projector & tape recorder) 

Total expenses 

Surplus (Deficit) for the year 

Transfer to General Accumulated Funds 
Transfer to Mines Account Reserve 
Transfer to Council Grant Reserve (Newsletter excess) 

Total 
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2001/2002 
$1,461.00 
$1,060.00 

$0.00 
$0.00 

$93.40 
($10.00) 

$0.00 
$235.29 

$0.00 
$125.44 

$0.00 
$58.00 

$550.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 

$3,573.13 

$199.33 
$202.45 
$408.00 
$125.54 

$40.00 
$44.36 

$614.72 
$85.85 
$20.75 
$92.52 

$304.85 
$0.00 

$736.31 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 
$0.00 

$236.00 

$3,110.68 

.· $462.45 

$555.36 
$93.40 

($186.31) 

$462.45 



2000/2001 

$3,989.45 
($398.00) 
$340.96 

$3,932.41 

$2,634.44 
($350.00) 
$375.93 

$2,660.37 

$650.08 
($33.15) 
$616.93 

$2,703.71 
$4,000.00 
$6,703.71 

$1,472.80 
($294.80) 

$1,178.00 

$276.00 
$162.00 
$234.00 
$672.00 

"" "'"'Bii,'~r-~-e:Tl.l!!"""'"'=•n•~;:;-""No=o""ii'\l~>W>'.i illltJ.ii!:(~~§§i§~~~~-e,J~;~!t~I!!J~,o-"'~¼r~0i8~i 

General Aci:uinulated funds 
As at 1st April 2001 
Transfer for donation to Burnside library 
Surplus (Deficit) for the year 
As at 31st March 2002 

Mines Acc~untReserve 
As at 1st April 2001 
Transfer for cost of display material 
Surplus (Deficit) for the year 
As at 31st March 2002 

Council Grants Reserve 
As at 1st April 2001 
Surplus (Deficit) for the year 
As at 31st March 2002 
Being - Newsletter $53.84 

- Street Names project $20.90 
- Parks and Gardens project $72.13 
- Oral History project $98.55 
- Plaques Reprint project $185.20 

Members equity is made up from 
c:urr~rit'A11~ets;/;_.f:·· c., i;'.-' t i¼s :,> -'k<· 
Cash at bank 
South Aussie Bonds 

Total as at 31st March 2002 

Non:c:uri&rit Assets ·· .. 
Eq~ipm~ni asat 31st March 2001 
Less depreciation @ 20% 

Total as at 31st March 2002 

Current liabilities : 
Subs 2002/03/04 (Single) 
Subs 2002/03 (Family) 
Advance payments for hire of Coralie Sow~rd H~II 
. . ,, ,J::-~. · , .. ' '• .. './ totai liabilifies .. ,:.(>- . 

AUDITOR'S STATEMENT 

2001/2002 

$3,932.41 

$555.36 
$4,487.77 

$2,660.37 

$93.40 
$2,753.77 

$616.93 
($186.31) 
$430.62 

$2,856.16 
$4,000.00 
$6,856.16 

$1,178.00 
($236.00) 
$942.00 

$240.00 
$66.00 

($180.00) 
$126.00 

I have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical Society Inc. 
The Balance Sheet and accompanying Statement of Income and Expenditure present a true and 

fair view of the Society's affairs as at 31st March 2002, according to the books, records and 

f , . information submitted to me. 

~avid Jones, Auditor, BA, B.A.(Acc.), Grad.Dip.Ace. , Dip.T.(Sec.) 
( ; 
,,) j~ (,,Jcc;i._ 
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OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY HANDBOOK 
- PROCEDURES FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS 

The following extract is.fi'11111 the Occupational flea/th and Safety llandbook of the 

Burnside Histori cal Socie /_\' in c. , I// 111e111bers are asked to note thejb!lowing health 

and safety procedures/or our 1110111/J/v meetings. 

Hazards 
T he identified hazards arising from the monthly meetings arc: 

1. preparing and restoring the Coralie Soward Hall in the Burnside Community 

Centre: 
2. using extension cords: 
3. using the Community Centre kitchen to prepare supper. 

1. Preparing the Hall 
It is necessary to move furniture including some tables and a large number of chairs in 

the hall to accommodate allendecs, and lo return the hall to its normal layout at the 

end of the meeting. The risks associated wilh moving furniture are assessed as 

injured backs. 
The risks will be controlled using the following procedures: 

L. 1 The room will be prepared by General Committee members from 7.15 pm. 

1. 2 Committee members with back or other health problems will not be expected 

lo move furniture, but may assist with other tasks. 
l. 3 The wheeled trolley will be used to move multiple stacks of chairs at all times. 

l. • Large tables should be lifted by two persons. 
1.5 The room layout will be restored by the General Committee after the meeting. 

2. Use of Extension Cords 
Extension cords are used in conjunction witl1 tl1e public address (PA) system, and 

also when a projector is used by the presenter. 

The risks associated with extension cords are assessed as tripping. 

The risks will be controlled using the following procedures: 

2. 1 The PA system cords will be laid around the circumference of the room. 

2.3 Any cord crossing an access path will be secured to the floor with masking tape. 

2.4 The projector cord will be secured to the floor with masking tape. 

3. Use of the Kitchen 
The facilities in the Community Centre kitchen are used to prepare supper. 

The risks associated with using the facilities are assessed as burns and strains. 

The risks will be controlled using the following procedures: 

3 .1 Smaller tea pols will be purchased to replace the large ones provided. 

3. 2 The lower tap will be used to draw boiling water from the Hydrotherm 
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ROSSLYN PARK RECOLLECTIONS 

"To talk of many things: 
Of shoes - and ships - and sealing wax -
Of cabbages and kings - " 

Lewis Carroll 

My earliest recollections of Rosslyn Park date from the 1930s. My mother 

and I walked from Bedford Street in Kensington Park, through Kensington 

Gardens, to 16 Primrose Terrace, Rosslyn Park. Her sister Thelma lived here 

in a Tudor style house with her husband Stan Appelbee. 

I don't recall the walk of a mile or so but remember the big attraction was 

"Mr Taylor's nim'ill", one of several windmills in the area. It was towards 

the rear of Taylor's property (which extended through to Gordon Terrace) 

and was two blocks north of the Appelbee's house where Primrose Court 

now stands. 

In 1934 Stan was appointed Town Clerk of St Peters. This position required 

him to live in the municipality and they moved into an Att Deco house, built 

in the Dutch Gable style, at 30 Adelaide Street, Maylands in 1937. He was 

appointed Town Clerk of Kensington and Nmwood in 1938, a position he 

held for thirty years. The Tudor house was sold to the Addison's who took up 

residence in 1937 and Mrs Addison is still living there in February 2002. 

The Appelbee's son Peter recalls that the land behind the Primrose Terrace 

house was undeveloped as far as Penfold Road. He enjoyed looking over the 

back fence and watching the "huge" bucks erecting wooden poles to extend 

the electricity supply. 

"Boss" Siemer 

In 1938 my father opened a business, Preiss Rebore Service, in Kent Town. 

Around this time he became friendly with one Bernard Otto Siemer, born in 

Australia in 1888 of German parents. "Mr Siemer" as I knew him lived with 

his wife Dorothy and daughter Val in Studley, a bungalow on the comer of 

Hyland Terrace and Park Terrace (later Park Avenue). We visited Mr Siemer, 

or "Boss" as he was known to the adults, almost every Sunday morning. Also 

often present at these Sunday gatherings was another Hyland Terrace 

resident, Walter (Woggy) Ware, a pioneer in the manufacture of stainless 

steel fittings for the wine industry. He lived on the west side of Hyland 
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Terrace at No.41 and had a workshop at the end of a long driveway. The 

house has now been demolished and the site accommodates four courtyard 

homes. 

The purpose of these visits, it seems to me in retrospect, was to discuss and 

assist with Mr Siemer's current project, but mainly to discuss! However, my 

father may have also had an eye towards his new business. Certainly Mr 

Siemer, who was works manager of Coldstream Refrigerators in Unley, put a 

lot of machine work his way. It was probably a friendship that benefited both 

parties, as during the war years it was difficult for those in industry to find 

machine shops not fully engaged on defence work. 

The Land 

The Siemer's property comprised two parcels ofland on opposite comers of 

Hyland Terrace and Park Avenue. Each of these consisted of two blocks from 

the 1878 subdivision. The blocks were each about half-acre (0.2ha) in area 

being 200 feet (61.0m) deep with 100 foot (30.5m) frontages to Park Avenue. 

On the block on the northeast comer of Park Avenue (No.I) there was a 

n01th-south tennis court, while the remainder was planted out with wattles 

and other Australian natives. Currently on the site of the old tennis court there 

is a cream brick building, similar in appearance to a house, which is used by 

the Saint Germain Foundation, a worldwide religious group follllded in 

California in the 1930s. 

The land on the southern side of Park Avenue was always to my mind the 

main holding, for here was the house, a workshop and a vineyard, and it was 

here we spent most SUllday mornings. Following the death of Mr and Mrs 

Siemer in the late sixties this land was subdivided and now comprises houses 

on five ilTegular allotments. 

The House and Buildings 

Mr Siemer built Studley in 1915 for his two sisters, and after his marriage he 

took up residence there in 1918. The foUlldations weren't suitable for the soil 

and severe cracking resulted. At one stage an attempt was made to repair the 

probleni by under-pinning. This entailed several weeks' work digging llllder 

the foundation, propping witl1 wooden blocks and slowly jacking up to close 

the crack. I don't know if the operation was successful but it was an 

interesting project to me at the time. 
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In an outside comer of the house there was a coke- or coal-fired boiler to 
provide hot water for the house. This was something unusual in my 
experience and was always worthy of inspection. My father built our hot 
water system, and to save power made and fitted a copper tube heat 
exchanger to the firebrick of the dining room fireplace. The design was 
copied from a similar device at Studley. · 

The workshop was a fascinating place to me as a pre-teen boy. It seemed 
large, had north facing windows, and a rich patina of cobwebs, sawdust, 
shavings and dust. Hanging high on the window frames was an assortment of 
wooden carpenters' clamps, bow saws, French curves, and other carpenters' 
paraphernalia. 

There was a collection of McPherson calendars, year-upon-year, hanging on 
the wall, and a selection of magazines, Popular Mechanics if I remember 
correctly. Articles I recall were those on casting and grinding the 200 inch 
reflector for the Hale telescope at Mount Palomar, the development of the site 
for the 1939-40 New York World Trade Fair, and progress in South Dakota 
on the huge sculptures of the heads of four US presidents on the face of 
Mount Rushmore. These were significant events in a world recove1ing from 
the Depression. 

On the top of a shelf, or cupboard, in a dusty glass case rested a model of a 
spiral staircase. This was made by Mr Siemer's father and was the subject of 
much discussion and admiration, for in plan it was not circular but elliptical. 
This meant the treads were not of unifonn shape, but vatied to fit ai·ound the 
curve. The general opinion was that his father was a "pig-headed Gennan" 
and that it would have been too easy to make it circular! His daughter Val 
remembers that tl1ere was also model of a Rhine barge steam engine that 
could be turned with a handle outside its glass case. These models were given 
to the Technological Museun1 at the School of Mines and Industries. 

Hyland Terrace Activities 

The first major project I recall was tl1e building of a cai·avan. It must be 
remembered this was in tlte late 30s or emly 40s, and that cmavans and 
caravamring were something of a novelty in Australia. However Mr Siemer 
found a design to his liking in at1 American magazine and started 
construction. At some juncture it was pointed out to him that, for Australian 
use, the door was on the offside! Nevertheless he persisted with the 
construction, earning some friendly criticism that he too was "another pig
headed Germat1"! 

20 

During the war yeai·s petrol was in short supply and severely rationed. An 
alternative was fuel made in a gas producer. This device comprised a steel 
furnace, flanked on either side by two or more cylindrical scrubbers, and was 
mounted at the back of the vehicle or on a running boai·d. Charcoal burnt in 
the furnace produced a flammable gas which, when cleaned in the scrubbers, 
powered the engine. 

These units were available commercially, but the challenge of building one 
was too much for the Hyland Terrace group, and probably two were built as a 
joint effort. I can remember much discussion about tuyeres, clean gas, water 
and sisal scrubbers, and the merits of various chai·coals. (You could strike a 
match on the best quality.) Although a nuisance to light up they allowed 
families to go about their business, and even tl1e occasional holiday. However 
the charcoal, like everything, was hard to get and supplies unpredictable. 

Not to be deterred Mr Siemer decided to build a pit and bum his own 
charcoal. This was brick lined and similar in size to a garage pit. The 
technique was to stack it with a suitable hmdwood, allowing for air 
circulation, and then cover the whole with soil leaving a small vent to control 
the draft. Simple in tl1eory, but in practise there were many pitfalls. Too much 
draft and the wood was reduced to ash, too little and the fire went out. I don't 
recollect any dramas, so preswnably the results were satisfactory. My father, 
who had a keen sense of hwnour, and was not an avid patriot, christened this 
venture the "Yokohama Charcoal Depot", somewhat irreverently considering 
at the time we were at war with Japan! 

Anotlter unde1iaking was the building of a substantial motor launch. I don't 
recall many details except that it was quite lat·ge and well appointed. A piano 
was to be installed on board, and as both Mr & Mrs Siemer were enthusiastic 
followers of Richard Wagner, it was not surprising the boat was christened 
Tristan. It was launched on the Munay and used for a short time, but, like the 
caravan, and the chai·coal burning, I think the main pleasure was in the doing 
rather than the using. 

At some stage Mr. Siemer acquired a set of moulds for casting legs for 
reinforced concrete gai·den seats, popular at the time. The moulds were placed 
on a piece of level ground, the rods put in position, and the cement poured in. 
Making two or three sets of these occupied a few weekends. 

The vineyard of Frontignac vines smrnunded the house on the southern and 
eastern sides and was a topic for seasonal conversation. The fo1ihcoming crop 
and the promise of the hat-vest was discussed during the smnmer. The 
picking, followed by the pruning, was talked about in the autwnn and winter 
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months. In those days, as always, the price paid by the winery for the crop 

was much debated. 

One of the topics I also recall being discussed were "Maltese Crosses", 

devices to advance, pause, and advance the film in cinematographic 

projectors. Mr Siemer had some expertise in this field as he and a David 

Garvie were involved in making and repairing projectors after WW I. There 

may have been a tenuous connection benveen this interest and Benbow 

Amusements that toured count:Iy towns showing motion pictures. 

After WW II Mr Siemer bought a brand-new, war surplus Pratt & Whitney 

engine as used in DC-3 aircraft. As I recall he had no use for this but, with its 

tool kit, it was a beautiful piece of machine1y, and furthe1more it was a 

bargain! I believe he later sold it to one of the airlines. 

I enjoyed these Sunday morning visits; usually something new to explore, 

seeing progress on the current activity, and listening to the adults discussing 

ways and means and joking about their foibles. Most of the time seemed to be 

spent sitting around and discussing a range of topics ranging somewhere 

benveen Lewis Carroll's shoes, ships, sealing wax, cabbages and kings, but 

never, as I recall, sport or politics. The visits didn't seem like a learning 

process at the time, but in retrospect they were made in my formative years, 

and I must have picked up some useful knowledge that stood me in good 

stead in later years. 

My thanks to Val Watmuff (nee Siemer), Peter Appelbee, Chris Siemer, 

Harold Pitman, local residents, and others who have refreshed my memo1y on 

some forgotten details. 

Tennis court l' 
(overgrown) , 

f uh u~ ,~ 
<5 U>-

li i. 
Garage, J{ 

Workshop, 
& Boat 

Siemer property, Rosslyn Park c. 1949 
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Ken Preiss 

16 Primrose Terrace, Rosslyn Park 
Built by Stan & Thelma Appelbee 

c.1930. 
Sold to Mr& Mrs Addison c.1937. 

The house, still owned by 
Mrs Addison in 2002, 

appears much as it did in the 30s. 

M INTRODUCING YOUR COMMITTEE 

rl t the time of'.rnbmitting their ·potted biographies·, the.following members 

were on the Committee. Although Helen cmd A1argaret did not seek 

re-110111ination at the A(Nvf in April. they continue to be a vital anchvilling 

Ji>rce in the life o/the Society. 

Helen Jones 
My interest in the Burnside Historical Society began in 1991 when I was invited 

to speak to a meeting on the 'History of Nursing at the Adelaide Children's 

Hospital'. At that time, I had recently retired as Director of Nursing at the 

hospital. 

Over a span of 39 years nursing, I gained wide experience in clinical nursing, 

ultimately specialising in paediatric nursing which included a most interesting 

12-month term working at the Boston Children's Hospital Medical Centre, 

U.S.A. 

Following graduation in Hospital Administration at the College of Nursing 

Australia (Melbourne) in 1970, I returned to the nursing adrninistration staff at 

the Adelaide Children's Hospital. In 1987, I received an Advance Australia 

Award for my contribution to nursing. 

Retirement has enabled me to be a more active member of the Soroptimist 

International Eastern Districts of Adelaide, and to undertake a number of 

volunteer activities. 

rviy main interests are archival work at the Women and Children's Hospital; 

a guide and committee member of the Ayers House Museum and, of course, my 

association with the Burnside Historical Society. 

Margaret Sando 
Having reached my 75th year, I look back on a ve1y happy, healthy and most 

enjoyable life. My first school was a small private one in Walkerville called 

'Lauriston', and l completed my education at St Peter's Collegiate Girls' School. 

On leaving school, 1 was fortunate to join the staff of the Elder Laboratory of 

Adelaide Children's Hospital and spent ten very happy years there. During that 

time 1 attended some university lectures for which I had a particular interest. 
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Following my marriage to Dr Maurice Sando we moved to UK for two and a 

half years, when our son Jonathon was born in Rochester, Kent, thus making 

him 'A Man of Kent', although it cost 2/6d. to have him put on the Register at 

Australia House. 

On returning to Australia, I have since become 'a joiner of societies', and I will 

list a few: 20 years membership of Burnside No. 2 Adelaide Children 's Hospital 

Auxiliary, holding various offices. Over 20 years membership of both the Early 

Buildings Committee and the Nature Prese1vation Conunittee of the National 

Trust, and also a member of Executive and Council, and one time Vice-President 

of the Trust. I co-produced all editions of the National Trust Register of 

Historic Buildings. 

From 1974-1982, I was a Council member and honorary librarian of the 

Anthropological Society of SA. Also during that time I was a member of the 

Executive and Council of the Conse1vation Council of SA. For over 20 years, a 

member of the Australian Conse1vation Foundation. I am a foundation member 

(1971) and current member of the Field Geology Club of SA. I have been a 

member of the Garden History Society since l 982, and President of the State 

Conunittee for 10 years. Assessor for ABC 'Open Garden Scheme' 1992-95 . 

1 am a Friend of the Botanic Gardens, and therefore a keen gardener, and get 

much pleasure from maintaining my own garden. 

During the 1980s, I was a member of the State Heritage Committee. From 

1992-2000 I was an honormy assistant at the Oral History section of the 

Mortlock Library, State Library of SA. 

I maintain an interest in history, and belong to both the Historical Society of SA, 

and also the Burnside Historical Society which I joined in 1980, serving on the 

Conunittee at various times. 

Being a Friend of nearly every organisation along No1th Terrace, I attend some 

meetings, travel fairly often including 14 overseas trips, receive great interest 

and friendship from my two Clubs, the Lyceum Club and the Queen Adelaide 

Club. I also enjoy music, opera, ballet and wide reading. 

There is a saying that to keep one's mind active is good for one. I am grateful to 

have been able to follow 1i1any interests and pursuits. 
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