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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
Representatives from our Society recently attended the launch of two books of
great interest to all devotees oflocal history. Firstly, Geoff Manning 's tlueevolume A Colonial Experience 1838-1910 details a woman ' s ston, of life in
Adelaide. the district of Kensington and NonvoocL together with r~miniscences of
colonial life. Our friends in the Kensington and Norwood Historical Society have
kindly invited us to share in the offer available to them, i.e. to purchase the ·ll1reevolume set _at the launch price of $115 .50 - and signed by the author - (instead of
$1 43 RRP me. GST) . If any of our members wish to avail themselves of thi s
generous offer. please ring Elizabeth Gates ('a 8331 0513) of the Kensington and
Norwood Historical Society, to place an order. We appreciate this considera te
gesture from the above Society.
The second book launching attended by our Society was S.A. Greats, a potted
history of those names that appear on the bronze plaques lining the northern
footpath of North Terrace. Each entry in the book contains an account of the
person 's life. career. pursuits and m11ior achievements. together with i ns.i g hts into
theu characters and their legacies to South Australia. $11.95 RRP (inc GST) at
various bookshops including Angus & Robertson. and Dymocks.
As this is the last Newsletter for 200J. we wish all members a plea sant nnd
relaxing time_during the Christmas and New Year break. We enjoyed our laughs
and talks dunng the year. and look fonvard to renewing our friendship in 2002.

May peace be within your heart, and may you tread lightly on the earth.
Happy reading!

..
©

Elizabeth Rogers (Editor)
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PROGRAM

2002

The program.for the.first.fell' months of 2002 is printed as a separate
coloured enclosure with the Newsletter.
Our Program Subcommittee selected this dUferentformatfor vmying
reasons. First(JJ, our initial outing.for 2002 (visit, tour and meal at
'Cummins House') requires advance booking and payment. Often these
matters are arranged by telephone and then payment at a month(~• meeting.
However, telephone contact is not always available during holiday periods.
In addition, we do not have a December meeting when payment might
110rmalf;1• be made
T!te left-hand side o_f the enclosure can be put on your '.frig or notice-board
as a 'memo1J' jogger'for our activities (.h111ua1:i• to April). Ifyou wish to
bool,.for our Januw:JJ event, please complete the booking sheet enclosed (on
the right hand side of the coloured insert), detach and post with your relevant
remittance.
Our thanks to the Program Subcommittee for their dedicated worl, and
enthusiasm in arranging a calendar of i,~finite varie~v for the pleasure o_f all
members.
Do remember that there are occasions, due to circumstances beyond our
control, when dates and/or speakers cltange.fi·om those printed in an earlier
is.<;ue.
Please always check the program in each Newsletter.

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside
Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at 8 pm unless
an alternative time or venue is notified . Admission is free, including
supper. Visitors are always welcome.

!HISTORY OF ELECTRICITY TRUS]
Monday 17 September
Dr Robb Linn gave a fascinating and at times humorous account ofETSA. He
first painted four cameos which represented key stages in the development of
electricity in South Australia. In 1881 Sir Charles Todd of Overland Telegraph
fame gave the local public its first demonstration of the potential of electricity.
In 1899 Mr FWH (Freddy) Wheadon arrived from England to manage the
South Australian Electric Light and Motive Power Company whose power
plant was at Port Adelaide. In 1901 this company failed and was replaced by
the Adelaide Electric Supply Company (AESCo) which constructed a new
power station in Grenfell Street Adelaide. In 1944 Premier Tom Playford and
other officials visited Leigh Creek amid heat and dust to view the new open-cut
coal field.
Wheadon was a brilliant electrical engineer who successfully managed the
development of electricity in SA for over fifty years. Playford' s determination to
industrialise SA required a reliable and economic supply of electTicity. To achieve
this he used political acumen to turn AESCo into a public utility - ETSA - and
developed Leigh Creek to supply much of its coal. The latter necessitated the
application of a new Gennan technique to burn the low grade coal. This in turn led
to the construction at Port Augusta of new power stations speciaJly designed for
Leigh Creek coal. The network of transmission lines radiating from Port Augusta
provided not only Adelaide but rural areas which previously were not so well
served. The application of the Single Wire Eaith Return (SWER) system made it
possible to serve more remote areas.
By the 1970s ETSA was a first class innovative operation with a comprehensive
network serving most of the state's population: It also yielded worthwhile profits
which were ploughed back into future development. This required adaptation to
meet changing patterns of electricity usage and assessment of alternative fuel
somces. Over the years some notable innovations were made. The Stobie Pole
(named after its inventor JC Stobie) has saved more than two and a half million
trees. ETSA was ainong the first to send control signals superimposed over its
high-voltage transmission lines enabling improved central control of its
distribution system.
Beginning in the mid-l 980s successive state governments gradually removed the
autonomy under which the Trnst had operated. This has culminated in the
dismembennent of the old organization and its sale as a series of separate
'privatised' companies.
Brian and June Ward
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Eastern Regional Sen1inar
13 October 2001
This year's biennial seminar was hosted by Mitcham Historical Society and
associates Colonel Gardens Historical Society and Coromandel Valley &
Districts National Trust Branch. The theme Footsteps from Federation was
ideal, linking with St~te Federation Week and 0th.e r Federation events
throughout the year. Just over 100 persons attended representing 15
historical societies, in the beautifully restored Mitcham Village Institute
(built 1870). It was a meeting of like minds.
After the Official Opening by the Mayor of Mitcham, the morning
was occupied by presentations from 7 of the societies in the eastern region.
Their brief was to describe local personalities at the time of Federation, plus
changes and progress made in their districts from 1901 to the present time.
Elaine Smyth presented Burnside's story using different themes to
show changes. They were illustrated by many slides of current and old
photographs from the time of Federation. The district staited off as a rural
area with villages and some large estates. It is now completely suburban,
although many houses from the large estates remain.
Geoffrey Bishop compered and wrote the script for the East Torrens
story, which stai1ed out as an ho11icultural district. Four members dressed up
and acted the roles of Thomas Playford ; Mrs Isabella Baker; Sarah Bungey
and Charles Henry Bishop. The individual cameos described their local lives
leading up to Federation.
Andrew Crowther's story from Glenside Hospital was quite different
as he described life in a mental hospital before Federation. We heard of Dr
Alexander Stua11 Patterson who came to SA in 1864 as Colonial Surgeon and
was the founder of Mental Health in SA. The hospital and Patterson were
the subject of 3 inquiries in 15 years, facing charges of a dark, gloomy,
sadistic institution where too much force was used. Patterson resigned in
1895 and died in 1902.
Ron Gates read a paper prepared by Beth Brittle, 'Honorary
Historian' for Kensington & Norwood. There were many interesting facts
and dates, such as:
t
Js suburban horse tram system (1878),
st
I league football match at the new Norwood Oval on 3/5/190 I Nonvood vs Sturt. This was re-enacted in 200 I and Norwood won again!
I st electric tram, Adelaide to Kensington ;
,.,

.)

HOW THE SUBURBS GOT THEIR NAMES
st

I suburban corporation in Australia ( 1853).
Mt Lofty Districts showed their Society's innovative approach to
history 2 years ago at the last seminar, and that practice has continued. Ann
Herraman described how they have engaged with 2 other local groups: the
local cinema and the RSL. Each year they try to have 1 or 2 historical events
to involve the community. Working with the RSL they now have collections
of war and political materials. One cinema evening showing 'Dad and Dave
come to Town' filled the theatre with 250, instead of the usual 30! At
another evening they interviewed locals about life in 1951 and produced a
booklet. They staged a blackout; supplied coupons for supper, for which
participants had to queue, then were rewarded with fritz and sauce
sandwiches!
Walkerville has a new society established in 2000. Tony Reade
showed a local map marked with houses already built in 190 I, and many
slides of houses around the district. He announced that they were about to
run a Heritage Picnic with no Coca Cola, only old foods.
Finally Mitcham had Charles Cornwall give the commentary for a
Powerpoint presentation ( computer) showing many old district photographs.
Some of the large estates were featured and it was interesting to hear that in
the very early days, Mitcham Council was a large employer.
A sumptuous lunch was served by the ladies of St Michael's
Anglican Church. Inside the church we heard its history, and that it opened
in 1852. An organ recital surrounded by beautiful stained glass windows
was a fitting end to that pa1i of the program.
Eight different activities were offered around Mitcham in the afternoon. I
chose a guided walk of Mitcham Cemeteries_, so cannot comment on the rest.
This was the first time I have entered the gates, but have passed by all my
life. The land was set aside in 1854 and developed as 3 separate cemeteries:
the Anglican Cemetery (2 acres); the Mitcham Cemetery (non-Anglicans)
and the Former Convent of St Joseph (plaques only). The guides pointed out
many headstones, providing insights into Adelaide's history.
The final stop for afternoon tea was the old Mitcham Primary School
building on Belair Road. It is now the Heritage Research Centre and workplace of Maggie Raglass, Mitcham Council's historian. There were many
displays to view.
Congratulations to Mitcham Historical Society and their associates
for a very well organised and most enjoyable day.
Bar·bara Parker
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Monday 15 October 2001

Our Burnside Historical Society Committee member, Brian Ward, gave us a
most interesting and informative talk on the above subject. Brian illustrated his
talk with slides on one projector, and maps and photos on another, ably assisted
by his wife June.
He warned us that he had no new infonnation; his material had all been gleaned
from books, including some by other members of our Society, but what a wealth
of inforn1ation he amassed concerning the 'naming' history of the suburbs in the
City of Burnside.
Brian concentrated on the origin of the names, mentioning each of the 27
suburbs in tum. There have been more than l 00 names used over the years, but
rationalisation took place when post-codes were introduced. Inevitably some
historic names disappeared.
Some names go back to the 1850s; the greatest number came in the early
decades of the 20th century, and lastly, Auldana in the J980s. Some are named
for people; some for places in Britain; a few from Aboriginal words; some from
the original homes and farms of the area, and others for the geographical
features, such as Burnside.
Brian then showed photos of some of the notable people of early days, and of
many of the original mansions of Burnside, some unfortunately now demolished.
Joy Batt
N.B. The front cover of this issue features one Brian's illustrations, i.e. a map
of Burnside 1856-60, showing the country villas and fannhouses built from
J 840 onwards. Source details are on the inside back cover.
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4-DAY EXCURSION TO BROKEN HILL
26 - 29 October 2001 inclusive
Our 'trip away' this year was the first interstate, and therefore of a longer
duration than customary - four days, three nights.
Barbara Parker and David Rogers, the intrepid organisers, together with noted
guide Greg Drew, prepared an ente1taining itinerary of things to see and do for
the 38 travellers on the trip. We looked f01ward to the opportunity to delve into
the fascinating history of Broken Hill, to view the varied heritage offerings, and
to enjoy the works of the a1tistic community. And we were not disappointed!

Friday, 26 October
Departing from the Burnside Corn1mmity Centre car park, we travelled to Burra
via Kapunda and the historic Copper Road. Our first adventure occurred at
KapW1da , where we had a two-hour delay owing to mechanical trouble with the
bus. However, we used the time to sight-see the heritage architecture of
Kaptmda, enjoy Morning Tea, and arrive at Ytmta for ltmch which was waiting
for us.
On arrival at Broken Hill, we booked into most comfo1table accommodation at
'Mine Host Motel'. An appetising dinner in the convivial Musicians' Club
completed the first day of our expedition.

Saturday, 27 October
Today saw us experience a heritage bus drive of Central and North Broken Hill.
Some of the many highlights included Block 10 Lookout, Keirnan Lookout,
White Rocks, Sturt Park, and the Mosque. Jack Stoneman, of the Broken Hill
Historical Society, gave us an enlightening tour of the Sacred Hea1t Cathedral.
From there we went to the Mosque, where Ralph Wallace, also a member of the
same Society, told us of the history of this religious building, which we were
permitted to enter. Ltmch time saw us at the synagogue, no longer used for its
original purpose, but as headqua1ters of the Broken Hill Historical Society.
A luncheon feast, prepared by Society members George Diamantes, Wal Elston,
Dulcie Clayton, and Je1my and Brian Anderson, welcomed us. Following lWlch,
we relaxed in the fonner synagogue and heard Wal Bradshaw' s description of
6

how the Society had restored this building. The evidence of tender, loving care
was all arotmd us.
Then back to 'Line of Lode ' drive sites including the unique Visitor Centre, the
sad but evocative memorial to the over 800 miners killed in mine accidents at
Broken Hill, the Junction Mine, South Broken Hill, afternoon tea and video at
the Royal Flying Doctor Service, the NBHC Mine and company housing.
Pausing just to catch our breath back at the motel, we then walked to dinner at
the Legion Club, where we were privileged to have a delightful talk from Brian
Anderson, President of the Broken Hill Historical Society.

Sunday, 28 October
Today's activities conunenced with a walk to the Sulphide Street Railway,
Mineral and Train Museum, where we saw and learnt much of the importance of
this building, and its transport operations, in the life of Broken Hill. We enjoyed
Broken Hill's wide streets and gracious buildings during a heritage walk through
Argent and Blende Streets conunercial area . 0Ne noted the colourful touch
provided by the early naming of many of the City streets after the elements and
minerals discovered in the local mines ) We included a visit to the City Art
Galle1y, and later viewed The Big Picture (and it was big!) at the Silver City_
Mint and Art Centre. A delicious lunch was a welcome feature at the attractive
latter venue.
The afternoon saw two options - either the South Mine Surface Tour or visits to
some of the many artists' galleries. Both groups then met up later at the
Historical Photo Galle1y where Photographic Recollections were on display. A
visit to the Living Desert Sculptures completed our program of diverse activities
available to all in this city of 'living history'.
Dinner at the historic 'Rising Sun Hotel' , with speaker Vic Zanetti, passionate
about his Line of Lode Association, was a fitting finale to an exciting and
stimulating clay.

Monday, 29 October
Today we packed up , said good-bye to our friendly hosts at the motel, whose
final kind gesture was to give us a supply of biscuits for refreshments along the
way. A walk to the historic Trades Hall saw us meet Eddie Butcher,
President/Secre tary of the Miners' Union. We learnt that in the early days living
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and mining conditions in Broken Hill were primitive and difficult. Conflicts
regularly occurred between management and workers, pa1ticularly in regard to
working conditions and wages. As a result of this, an impo1tant system for
resolving industrial disputes was derived, a system which for many years was
the leading example for considering industrial relations in Australia. Eddie' s
comprehensive knowledge of the histo1y of the Miners' Union was inspiring, and
his description of the strnggles of the early days was very poignant.
We were conscious that the inunense resource of the mining industry is slowly
winding down . But we know that the indomitable Broken Hill conummity will
ensure that their city continues to be successful in maybe other directions in the
future.
Departing from Broken Hill, we arrived again for lunch at Yunta (was it only
a few days ago that we were last here? We'd done and seen so much in that
space of time). Afternoon Tea was taken at Hallett, where we viewed a display
on Sir Hubert Wilkins, an exceptional Australian pioneer adventurer, aviator and
explorer. And, then back to Adelaide, where we disembarked to 'ordinaiy life'
after four adventure-filled days.
Our thanks for such a superb experience go to Barbara Parker and David
Rogers, whose thoughtful attention to detail. ensured a real 'historic holiday' for
all of us. Greg Drew's well-researched c01mnentary added to the richness of the
sites and buildings we saw, and the country which we traversed. We valued the
printed matter distributed by Barbara, David and Greg which enhanced our
learning experiences. Congratulations to our trio of organisers who successfully
emulated the standard of excellence established in the previous historical
excursions of our Society.
Thanks also to Malcolm, our bus driver, whose professional driving skills were
the most essential feature of our trip. Appreciation also to all the people we met
at Broken Hill, for their friendliness and hospitality to us. Thanks also to the 38
travellers who pa1ticipated in the trip and exhibited good fellowship, laughter
and talks. We enjoyed and savoured eve1y minute of our experiences and each
other's companionship during our four days away.
Our Broken Hill trip reinforced that history makes us see the past and enables us
to re-think the present. History is the one thing which c01mects us all.
Elizabeth Rogers
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ILIVING IN BURNSIDE IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY I
Monday 19 November 2001
Our own Society's stalwart, Colin Harris, and long-time Burnside resident, Earl
Lawrence, provided the large gathering of members for the final meeting of 200 I
with fascinating personal pictures of their early years in Burnside.
Colin began with his grandparents who came to 'Jvymeade' in Nilpinna Street,
via Cobdogla, Lenswood and Brighton. Earl began with his father, who
'wouldn't be seen dead in Adelaide ' until he met his South African bride and
settled at Erindale Estate in Chisholm Avenue.
Prompted by compere Elaine Smyth , our two speakers reminisced on their
childhoods, a recurring theme being the similarities between the '30s and the
' 50s with Earl recalling the ' huge open spaces of a backyard' bounded by a
ston~ wall numing around Portrush Road, Young Street (where sections still
remain today) and Lockwood Road, and Colin remembering 'the creeks clear
and naming\ and the iceman with his pick.
Other stories and events, both historical and anecdotal, tumbled from their
memories. We heard of the nine-hole golf course at Stonyfell, Rosenbauer's
Dairy, the fascinating animal pound where St David's Church now stands, the
happy playground that was the old Burnside Brick Kiln, and of deer, goats and
emus running free in semi-rural Burnside - ' one of the most picturesque suburbs
by which Adelaide is surrounded ' .
Colin's story of the surprisingly popular barber of Knights bridge Road, who
turned out to be an SP bookmaker, drew from Earl the proposition that the red
and white of a barber's pole denotes ' blood and bandages'.
There was much, much more to entertain and inform, and President Elizabeth's
vote of thanks was warmly supported.
We are indebted to Earl for the memorabilia which was on display at the
conclusion of the meeting.

Peter Davies
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Tom always spoke his mind and paid the price in the end: he was never included
in an Australian Anthology of Verse. The literary critic of the 'Bulletin'
demanded at the time that ' ...real Australian verse needs to be about galloping
horses and hopping kangaroos'. Tom disagreed with a biting satire in which he
rhymed like Banjo Patterson - this forever shut the door to the East Coast for his
work. Tom did not confom1, but he kept on writing and working.

TOM BLACK (1846 - 1928) - the neglected poet
Following the talk on Broken Hill at our August meeting, Dieter Hauptmann
contributed the following article on Tom Black, who live cl, worked and wrote in
that city.f()r some years. Tom Black is regarded by some as equal to the wellknown poets Henry Lawson, Banjo Patterson, and Adam Lindmy Gordon. ·

Tom returned to Port Lincoln in 1909 and again worked as a shearer and
fannhand. In 1915 a book of his verse was published by 'The Recorder'. Many
of Tom's verses were printed by 'The Southern Cross' and were well-liked at the
time. Tim retired in 1926 and died at Port Lincoln in 1928 after a short illness.

Tom Black is back! Or is he? Hardly anybody knows of him - and who needs a
dead poet anyway!
Tom's family were Scottish nobles who lived in Dunluce Castle; their foll name
being Colla Na Cap a McDonnell of the Black Mare. Siding with B01mie Prince
Charlie, they had to leave Scotland in a hurry (1746) after defeat by the English.
They changed their name to 'Black' and fled to Ireland, where they settled near
the Giant's Causeway.

I obtained a copy of Tom's book in 1996 and, as a musician and composer, liked
much of what I read. I put music to some poems and persuaded the Port Lincoln
Singers to perfonn Tom's life in a dramatised concert. The concert was a
sellout and I produced a CD with 16 tracks. I was then invited by The Bums
Society of SA to present Tom's work to them. The Scottish pianist John Drake
loved the songs, and consequently arranged 'The Maid of Silverton' for The
Metropolitan Male Choir of SA. This choir took the song on their world tour in
2000.

Thomas (Tom) Black was born in Port Stewart (County of Londonderry,
Northern Ireland) on 24 January 1846. The Black family left for Australia in
1858 (potato famine= no work for blacksmiths) and settled in 1859 at Sleaford
near Pott Lincoln. Tom worked in Boston Bay with the oyster fleet. When the
oysters were fished out (the first major environmental crash in SA), he worked
all over Eyre Peninsula as a shearer and farmhand.

I believe that Tom Black could be of great potential to the Arts and Tourism
industry in SA and Broken Hill. Tom is now part of the 'Peoplescape'
exhibition in Canberra.

In the late 1880s several years of drought coincided with news of the mines in
Broken Hill. Tom walked to Broken Hill (like many others) with high hopes.

I am happy to conduct a presentation of Tom's verse complemented by the songs
and large format historic photos of Port Lincoln and Broken Hill. CDs would be
on sale and the profit split with the organising body to foster the interest in local
history.

Tom had written poetly and short stories since 1860. He was a great admirer of
Robbie Bums with whom he shared the same birthday. Tom had been regularly
published by the Port Lmcoln 'Recorder', the Port Augusta 'Dispatch' and the
Adelaide 'Southern Cross'. Now, in Broken Hill, he almost achieved hero
status, being regularly published by 'The Flame' and 'The Barrier Trnth' (the
longest nmning Union Daily in the world!).

You can find out more about Tom and listen to two songs on my website:
www .users.bigpond.com /artifex2/index.htm

Tom took part in the big strikes, but was thrown out of the Labour Party after
daring to speak against giving up the last strike so easily. During the following
typhoid epidemic (drinking water shortage), he tirelessly cared for the sick and
dying.
.

Dieter Hauptmann
Tel/Fax 8431 2514
E-mail: artifex2@bigpond.com

)
\
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FAREWELL TO COOPERS BREWERY LTD
Coopers Brewery produced 13 times more beer in 2000 than in 1960, and sales
have been increasing about 10 per cent each year during recent times. Coopers
is now the biggest producer of home brew kits in the world, has 80 per cent of
the Australian home brew market, and expo1ts malt extract to food companies
ar0tmd the world. Hence Coopers outgrew its historic 1. 7 ha site at
Statenborough Street, Leabrook, and has moved to larger premises of 10 ha at
Regency Park.

CONDOLENCES
The Burnside Historical Society lost two of its long-standing and valued
members with the recent deaths of Moxon Simpson and Sam Herraman.
Sam joined the Society in Januaiy 1981 and Moxon in August 1981.

A brief history of Thomas Cooper's brewery tells us that:

Both gave constant support to our Society, regularly attending our monthly
meetings and other activities until recent months before their deaths.
They were popular members of our organisation, and we miss their presence
from our meetings.

• Thomas Cooper arrived in South Australia in 1852 and started work as a
shoemaker.

The Society extends sincere sympathy to Moxon's wife, Elizabeth (also a
member of our Society), his son Antony and family; and to Sam's family.

• He started brewing in 1862 at his propetty in George Street, Norwood, on the
banks of First Creek.

We also extend sympathy to member, Edna Bayfield, at the loss of her mother,
Beatrice Mears, the State's oldest person who died recently aged 113 years.

• He produced only bottled beer for private customers - supplying pubs was
against his Wesleyan principles .

Our Newsletter of June 2000 mentioned a new local landmark, Mears Lane,

•

•

After many difficult times, Thomas bought the site in Lea brook (then called
Upper Kensington - beer labels still cany the words Upper Kensington) in
1881.
After Thomas died in 1897 the brewery was run by his four elder sons - John,
Christopher, Samuel and Stanley, with younger sons Frederic and Charles
also working at the brewery. Thomas had 19 children from two marriages.

which nms off Park Road, near Shipsters Road, Kensington Park. Mears Lane
was named in honour of Beatrice Mears by the City of Burnside as part of the
International Year of OIder Persons 1999.
Born on 4 March 1888 near the Victoria Park racecourse, Beatrice Mears had
the unique distinction of having lived in three centuries .

DISCLAIMER

• John headed the company for 40 years until his death in 1935 aged 78.
• By 1939 Coopers was the only family-owned brewery in Adelaide.
• Its revolutionary and highly successful home brew kits were introduced in the
1970s, as were Coopers Light and the alcohol-free Birell beer.
The historic site in Leabrook will be developed as a 140-unit Retirement Village.
[Source: Eastern Courier Messenger, 21/11/2001, pp.6-7]
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Following my article about Hazelwood Cottage in the June 2001 edition of the
Society's Newsletter, I was delighted to read Barbara Crompton's paragraph in
the September issue which assures us that what remains of Hazelwood Cottage
will be lived in - not demolished. Barbara credits me with being a granddaughter
of Howard Clark, the cottage 's 01iginal owner. This I never was, but I am a
great niece. My grandfather was Symonds Clark, Howard's yotmgest brother.

l recently drove past Hazelwood Cottage and noticed that restorations were well
Rosemary Brown
un der way.
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
We welcome the following new members who have joined our Society since
publication of the previous Newsletter:
Kate Burton of Parkside, Audrey Dunn of Frewville, Heather and Keith Crellin
of St Georges, Lynn and Greg Drew of Belair, Kathleen Rathjen of Oakden,
Mary and David Wilson of Glenside.
A special belated welcome to Ann Guster of Kensington Gardens whose name
was inadvertently omitted from an earlier 'Welcome to New Members ' .

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPER CO-ORDINATOR
Pauline Hiscock has kindly offered to be our supper co-ordinator when we
resume tea, coffee, and biscuits as from, and including, our February meeting in
2002.
We are fortunate to have Pauline in this position, and we thank her most
sincerely. Of course, our appreciation again to those people who responded to
our earlier request for helpers to be rostered (just once a year!) when we
commence serving supper in February.
Paul~e_has the names and telephone numbers of those people who indicated they
are w1llmg to help, and she will contact them regarding the roster.
We all look forward to the opportm1ity to meet and talk with other members and
visitors, during our supper times, thanks to the voluntary efforts of Pauline ~nd
·
her helpers. (Supper is free.)

FOR YOUR DIARY
The State History Conference 2002 will be held at Union House, Adelaide
University, 25-26 May 2002. The conference will examine and assess the varied
forms in which South Australian histo1y is presented and packaged to the public.

PARKS AND GARDENS SUBCOMMITTEE
One of the projects of our Society is to research the history of the parks and
gardens in the City of Burnside area. The Parks and Gardens Subconunittee of
our Society is looking for more people who would like to take part in this
worthwhile and interesting activity. The work is not onerous and can be done at
times suitable to oneself.
If you would like to vohmteer some spare time to this project, or if you wish to
find out more infonnation, please ring our Secreta1y Elaine Smyth
~ir 8332 8019. Elaine will be happy to explain all details to you, and will give
you assistance with your contribution .

TO PONDER ...
L-- - - : - -SOMETHING
--:--------------'
lf you woke up this morning with more health than illness ...
you are more blessed than the million who will not survive this week.

lf you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of
imprisonment, the agony of tortu re, or the pangs of starvation ...
you are ahead of 500 million people in the world.

If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back,
a roof overhead and a place to sleep ...you are richer than
75 % of the people of this world .
lf you have money in the bank, or in your wallet or purse, and some
spare change ... you are among the top 8% of the world's wealthy.
If you can read this message, you are more blessed than over
two billion people in the world who cannot read at all.
Lucky you!
Work like you don't need the money.
Love like you've never been hurt.
Dance like nobody's watching.
Sing like nobody's listening.
Live like it's Heaven on Earth.

Anonymous

More details closer to the date - but make a note in your diary now.
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OUT AND ABOUT

CHEERS FOR THE SEWERAGE DEPARTMENT!

The Pepper Street Arts Centre, 558 Magill Road, Magill (Tel. 8364 6154) is
a cultural initiative of the City of Burnside. The amrnal Little Treasures feast
of art and craft is well worth a visit. Prints, paintings, books, ceramics, textile
crafts, jewellery, garden pieces, leadlight ... and much more. Enjoy the
Indigenous Garden, the Local History Display, and a cup of coffee!
Hours: Tuesdays to Fridays 12 noon to 4 pm; Weekends 2 pm - 5 pm.

There was plenty to celebrate during Soutl1 Australia's centennial year 1936.
The special carnival period of 18-31 December was capped off with a Pageant
of Progress through the city streets. On parade was an impressive display of
floats heralding the accomplishments of South Australia since its fom1dation.
All manner of progress was honoured: even the Sewerage Department entered
several floats emphasising the important contribution it had made to the health
and well-being of the community.

Love and Death : Art in the age of Queen Victoria, at the Art Gallery of
South Australia, North Terrace, Adelaide until 3 February 2002
The art and cultural life of the Victorian era continues to fascinate us today.
Love and Death: Art in the age of Queen Victoria is a major touring exhibition
organised by the Art Gallery of SA. This sumptuous exhibition has been drawn
from public and private collections throughout Australia and New Zealand, and
.
explores the extraordinary art world of Victorian Britain. The artists were
inspired by classical mythology, literature, ancient history and contemporary hfe
and morals. Admission charge applies.

In the early days of settlement, sewerage was discharged into the River Torrens.
During the mid- l 860s earthenware drainpipes were laid beneath the centre of the
city to allow for the connection of a water closet. By 1878 sewerage was
distributed to six absorbing grounds on the Parklands - two each at East and
Nortl1 Terrace and one each at West and Soutl1 Terrace - the largest site being
the one called 'The Willows' between the railway station and the river.
Most houses, offices and institutions had a privy connected to a cesspit, which
was simply a small brick or stone-lined chamber sunk into the ground. There
were about 7,000 of these in tl1e city. The cesspits were not sealed - some did
not even have lids - and as practically none were wate1tight the soil m1demeath
was saturated. The cesspits were emptied by 'nightmen' at least once a year.
The contents were baled out by hand into tubs, which were then loaded on to
open drays and deposited in the olive groves near the Adelaide Gaol.

The Federation Roadshow: A history, a mystery, a bird's eye view at the
Migration Museum, 82 Kintore Avenue, Adelaide (throughout December
and January)
If you missed it last time, then now is your chance to see tl~e Migra~i~1~
Museum's largest and most futuristic production. This umque exh1b1t1011
examines Australia's last 100 years since tl1e establishment of a Federation.
Free admission.

Art Treasures of the National Trust, Carrick Hill, 46 Carrick Hill Drive,
Springfield - until 27 January 2002. An exhibition of tl1e rarely-s_een Dr .
Mildred Mocatta Collection oftl1e National Trnst of South Australia. Pamtmgs
by Donald Friend, Nora Heysen, Albert Tucker, Etl1el Carrick Fox, Horace
Trenerry, and many more. Open Wednesdays to Sundays and Public Holidays
(excluding Christmas Day), 10 am to 4 pm. Viewing ofthe exhibition included
in the nom1al admission charge.
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But in 1881 Adelaide became tl1e first Australian capital city to be connected to
a water-borne sewerage system. The deep drainage system carried effluent to a
sewerage fann, nortl1 of Islington. By 1888 Adelaide, Hindmarsh, Thebarton,
and St Peters were fully serviced witl1 Kensington and Norwood connections
underway. In 1929 the Adelaide sewer system was reorganised with new trunk
mains laid to serve the 1101th-eastem suburbs, to duplicate the Bowden Division
sewer, and to relieve tl1e sewers draining the south and south-eastern suburbs.
It was a record year witl1 tlie laying of 73.6 kms of sewers.
The 1935 Sewerage Regulations were introduced to improve conununication
between all parties involved in drainage. Contractors could now tender on a
uniform basis in all districts; all plumbers and drainers would be officially
registered; and m1Suitable plumbing fittings and fixtures could be phased out.
[Source: Communi(~• History, Vol. 11, No. 3, October 2001, Editorial]
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10. Now that the hours ofbusiness have been drastically reduced, the partaking of
of food is allowed between 11.30 am and noon, but work will not, on any
account, cease.
11. Members of the Clerical Staff will provide their own pens. A new sharpener
is available, on application to Mr Ryder.

RULES FOR CLERICAL STAFF
I . Godliness, cleanliness and punctuality are the necessities of a good business.
2. On the recommendation of the Governor of this Colony, this firm has reduced
the hours of work and the Clerical Staff will now only have to be present
between the house of7.00am and 6.00pm on weekdays. The Sabbath is for
Worship, but should any Man-o-War or other vessel require victualling, the
Clerical Staff will work on the Sabbath.
3. · Daily prayers will be held each morning in the Main Office. The Clerical Staff
will be present.
4. Clothing must be of a sober nature. The Clerical Staff will not deport
themselves in raiment of bright colours nor will they wear hose unless in good
repair.

12. Mr Ryder will nominate a Senior Clerk to be responsible for the cleanliness of
the main office and the private office and all boys and juniors will report to
him 40 minutes before prayers, and will remain after closing hours for similar
work. Brushes, brooms, scrubbers and soap are provided by the owners.
13. The new increased Weekly Wages are as hereunder detailed:
Junior boys (to 11 years)
1/4
Boys (12 to 14 years)
2/1
Juniors
4/8
Junior Clerks
8/7
Clerks
10/9
Senior Clerks
21/1
(after 15 years with the owners)
THE OWNERS HEREBY RECOGNIZE THE GENEROSITY OF THE NEW
LABOUR LAWS BUT WILL EXPECT A GREAT RISE IN OUTPUT OF
WORK TO COMPENSATE FOR THESE NEAR UTOPIAN CONDITIONS.

5. Over shoes and top coats may not be worn in the Office, but neck scarves and
headwear may be worn in inclement weather.
6. A stove is provided for the benefit of the Clerical Staff. Coal and wood must
be kept in the locker. It is recommended that each member of the Clerical
Staff bring four pounds of coal each day during the cold weather.
7. No member of the Clerical staff may leave the room without the permission of
Mr Ryder. The Clerical Staff may use the garden below the second gate. This
area must be kept in good order.
8. No talking is allowed during business hours.

~ -~.
9. The craving for tobacco, wines and spirits is a human weakness, and as such, is
forbidden to all members of the Clerical Staff.
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!Source: East Torrens Historical Society Inc. Newsletter, Issue 67,
Vol. 20, No . .i, Se1ltemhcr 2001, pp.6-7)
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Glen Osmond
Mine Tours
The Old Toll Gate, Mount Barker Road

3 gular.tours

of these historic mines which

are classified on the Reg_ister of

ie National Estate are conducted by the Burnside Historical Society on

1e third Sunday of each month at 1.45pm.
:Jecial tours can also be arranged on weekdays for school groups, etc.

)Urs start at the Burnside Council Chambers and include stops at some
istoric points en route to and from the mines.

efore the tour commences, bookings and payments must be made a t the
:ommunity Services Department of the Burnside Council. Ph: 8366 4224
Aine tours are limited to 18 people, except for school groups.

Note:

Walking shoes with enclosed toes mus{be worn - no sandals.
Family Groups are welcome but parents are responsible for the
control of their children.
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BURNSIDE HISTORlCAL SOCIETY INC.

P.O . Box 152
GLENSIDE, S.A. 5065

OBJECTIVES
The oqjeclivc of lhc Sociely shall be:
2. 1
lo a rouse inleresl in and to promote the study and discussion of
Auslrnlian and South Australian history and in particular, the history of
lhe City of Burnside:
2.2
lo promote the collection, recording. preservation and classification of
works. source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
history:
___.,)
?
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings. works and sites
of historical significance in the City of Burnside:
2.4
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout
Australia:
2.5
to do a11 such olher things as are conducive or incidental to the
attainment of any of the above objectives.
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2001 - 2002
President:
Elizabeth Rogers (if 8379 3163)
Responsible Officer:
Barbara Parker (~ 8379 4613)
Vice-President:
Barbara Parker
Elaine Smyth
(ff 8332 8019)
Secretar~':
Treasurer:
Richard House
Committee:
John Clark
Helen James
John Love
Margaret Sando
Brian Ward
June Ward
Elizabeth Rogers (Editor)
Newsletter
Joy Batt
Sub-CommiUee:
Janet Clark (Distribution organiser)
Bob Brown (Distribution)
Barbara Crompton
Peter Davies
Barbara Parker

Front Cover·: B11m.5itfe ltf.56-60. Co1111hJ• Villas tmd Farm Houses built.from 1840
ommnls. Please refer to artide on p.5 of this Newsletter. (Source: Elizabeth
Warburton, Tlte Pat/docks Beneath: A History ,if Burnside.from the begi1111i11g, City of
Burnside, 1981, map adapted from that on p. xxxviii.)

