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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESt<
Information regarding our AGM on 16 April (Easter Monday) is included in this
issue. The formal proceedings will be short, followed by a talk on the significant
South Australian artist Nora Heysen, remarkable daughter of a famous fa ther
(Hans Heysen).
An Agenda Notice together with a Nomination Form is enclosed in the
Newsletter. We invite and encourage members of our Society to nominate for
the Committee. Your nomination is welcome. whether you are a recent member.
or have been in the Society for some years . We look fonvard to hearing from you.

Condolences to the families of three of our members who died recently Canon John Blehy, Sidey Kirkham, and Janet Reid. We valued thei r support
and participation in our Society. Janet Reid had been a member of our Society
for many years, including extensive involvement with the Newsletter. A tribute to
Janet by a fellow member is elsewhere in this issue.
Welcome to new member .Josephine Clarke of Kensington Gardens.
The deadline for receipt of material for the June 2001 Newsletter is
25 May. If you have any items, newspaper or magazine cutting!!, etc. (and
their sources) for the Newsletter, kindly f'onvard them to our ,,ostal address
on the inside back cover.
Happy reading!

©

Elizabeth Rogers (Editor)
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The varied and stimulating program for most of2001 is below. More
information regarding events arranged.for the latter part of the year will
be published in the next Newsletter.
Do remember that there are occasions, due to circumstances beyond our
control, when dates and/or speakers change from those printed in an
earlier issue.
Please always check the pro2ram in each Newsletter.
Monday, 19 March
The Irish and other Celtic Connections at Carrick Hill
Speaker: Elizabeth Rogers
Elizabeth retired as Business Manager at Carrick Hill in 1998, but continues
there as a volunteer Guide. Her illustrated talk reveals the many 'Irish and
other Celtic Connections' at Carrick Hill through William Butler Yeats,
William Morris, George Bemard Shaw, the Irish artists Roderic O'Conor
and William Orpen; and (surprise!) Paul Gauguin, Augustus John and
Matthew Smith - plus the 'little mysteries' of the Celtic symbols on the
furniture - and Celtic magic in the garden - and more! This is a 'new look'
at Carrick Hill, which in itself is a social history house of a past way of life.
Easter Monday, 16 April
Annual General Meeting (short)
to be followed by a talk on Nora Heysen.
Speaker:
Allan Campbell
Allan is Curator of 'The Cedars', home of the famous artist Hans Heysen
and his equally well-known daughter Nora . (The studios of Hans and the
more recently renovated one of Nora are open to the public.)
In her paintings, Nora concentrated on portraiture and floral works .
Allan will bring along one or two original Nora Heysen paintings, as well as
some prints.
Nora is now 90 and lives in Canberra. [Some 65 of her paintings were
displayed recently at the National Library of Australia.]

--- --- -

Sunday, 6 May
AN AUTUMN GARDEN, DELICIOUS LUNCH,_GUIDED TOUR OF
CARRICK HILL HOUSE, AND VIEWING THE JOHN DOWIE
EXHIBI110N.
What better way to spend a Sunday in Autumn!
Meet at ll.50 am in the Garden Pavilion at Carrick Hill,
46 Carrick Hill Drive, Springfield (southern end of Fullarton Road.)
Plenty of parking space in the grounds.

Lunch at 12 noon in the Pavilion. Platters of mixed baguettes and
bottomless tea and coffee will be served as we gaze at the Alister Clark
Heritage Rose Garden, and the panorama of city and suburbs stretching to
the Gulf. Alcoholic and soft drinks at your own expense. A variety of cakes
will tempt those who may wish to purchase something for their ' sweet tooth' .

Following lunch we assemble in Main Hall of Carrick Hill at 1.30 pm for
our exclusive guided tour of the social history house, followed by a viewing
of the John Dowie Retrospective exhibition. The exhibition celebrates the
life and work of this well-loved and respected Adelaide sculptor and painter.
Key works from seven decades of his creative life will be complemented
by a reconstruction of the artist's studio. (John Dowie, one of our State's
national treasures, has resided in the Burnside Council area all his life.)
And afterwards? If desired, browse around the Autumn beauty of the
gardens, or relax and admire the flamboyant colours . Or you may wish to
visit the Gift Shop, or perhaps the Coffee Shop and order Afternoon Tea?
Cost: Special price of $13 (includes entrance to Carrick Hill house and
gardens, lunch as described above, guided tour of the house, and viewing
of the John Dowie exhibition.)

Monday, 21 May

Age of Transition: A Study of Four SA Private Girls' Schools
(1855-1926)
Speaker:
Dr Helen Reid, OAM
Helen Reid , born and educated in Scotland, taught in a variety of schools in
Canada, England, and Scotland before arriving in Australia in 1971 to take
up a position at Walford School, where she spent 21 years, including 19 as
Principal.
Our speaker's talk, based on her recently-published book of the same name,
traces the history of four exemplar South Australian schools which strove to
give girls similar opportunities of academic and personal development as
received by their brothers at boys' schools.
Monday, 18 June
Heritage Landscapes
Speaker:
Dr David Jones
Dr Jones is Co-ordinator of and Senior Lecturer in Landscape Architecture,
Adelaide University. He is co-author of the award-winning Gardens in
South Australia 1840-1940, and a prominent contributor to the Oxford
Companion to Australian Gardens to be released later this year.

His talk will focus upon South Australian 'heritage landscapes', including
what spaces and landscapes in Burnside possess heritage values; and what
are several of the landscapes lost in the last 50 years in Burnside.
Monday, 16 July

The Legislatil'e Council
Speaker: Hon Jamie Irwin, MLC
Hon Jamie I1win, a former Member and Chairman of the Tatiara District
Council; and Tmstee of the SE Cultural Trust, is currently the President of
the Legislative Council. His talk will cover many aspects of that legislative
body including its history, purpose, functioning and tradition.
To be advised.

Monday, 20 August

Bookings:
Essential, as numbers are limited. Please ring Elaine
Smyth ti 8332 8019. If answering machine is on, kindly leave your tel.
no. and Elaine will return your call.
Payment to our Treasurer, Richard House, at the 16 April meeting (or
post to him at PO Box 152, Glenside SA 5065.) But please ring Elaine
first to make a telephone booking.

~i;;,;;;irml7Tl1""'"'""'"'""' GUIDED TOURS OF THE BURNSIDE LIBRARY
with Margaret Moxon, Chief Librarian, at 2 pm on 7 August, 8 August,
and 15 August, followed by refreshments in the new Coffee Shop.
More details in our June Newsletter, but make a diary note now!
..,
.)
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Monday, 17 September
The History of ETSA
Speaker:
Rob Linn
Rob Linn was born in Adelaide; studied history at the University of
Adelaide. He later taught there, and at other tertiary institutions . His many
books have covered a wide range of topics - from regional histories, to
corporate works, to general themes - and won national acclaim.

INVITATIONS TO BE OUT AND ABOUT
The following organisations invite our members to their functions listed
below:
•

Rob's story of the Electricity Trust of SA mirrors that of our conununity.
Throughout the 50 years of its existence, ETSA, in itself an influential force,
was also affected by the events which shaped our State.
Monday, 15 October
How the Suburbs got their Names
More details in our next Newsletter.

Speaker:

Brian Wa rd

Monday, 19 November
Living in Burnside in the early 20th century by local residents .
More details in our next Newsletter.
ANNUAL WEEKEND TRIP (DATES TO BE ADVISED):
BROKEN HILL : A Living Museum
'TT1ere was enthusiastic encouragement from members at the
February meeting to proceed with arrangements for a trip to
Broken Hill in the spring Although Broken Hill is a vibrant city
of 23,000, it has preserved many old institutions and buildings.
Life in Broken Hill has fonned a prominent part of Australia 's social
history, and has contributed much to Australian economic history.

• Medieval Festival - to be held at Carrick Hill on Saturday, 31 March
and Sunday, 1 April, from lO am to 4.30 pm each day
The Folk Federation of South Australia presents the rich and varied
cultures, traditions, entertainment, skills, curiosities and lifestyles of
the Medieval and Renaissance periods. The Festival will encompass
nearly 20 hectares of the Carrick Hill Estate. Refreshments available.
Admission charge applies .
•

•
REMINDER: Until further notice, and until completion of the redeveloped
Conununity Centre, our Society meets at 8 pm in the Masonic H.tll, Fisher
Street, Tusmore, on the third Monday of each month unless notification is given
of an alternative time or venue. Please use the carpark adjacent to the Library,
and directly opposite the Masonic Hall. Admission is free to our meetings.
Visitors welcome.

Freedom 2 : An exhibition of paintings by Jin Biao Tan
at Pepper Street Gallery, cnr Magill Road and Pepper Street,
Magill, until 25 March. (Tues-Fri 12 noon - 4 pm; Sat-Sun 2-5 pm.)
Free admission. Coffee Shop open. (The Pepper Street Gallery is a
cultural initiative of the City of Burnside.)
A unique blend of traditional Chinese motifs and techniques, Jin Biao
Tan ' s paintings are inspired by Australian flora and fauna. Using rice
papers, Chinese brushes, watercolours and inks, he brings together the
colour and beauty of Australia and China.

Plam1ing is still in the early stages, but we will keep you advised of
developments at our meetings and in the June Newsletter.
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Sir Eric Neal AC CVO, Governor of South Australia, will speak on
Books In My L~fe on Thursday, 15 March 2001, at the
Cynthia Poulton Hall (adjacent to St Peter's Cathedral),
North Adelaide at 7.30 pm. (Audience to be seated by 7.15 pm.)
The evening will conclude with refreshments. Organised by the Friends
of the State Library. Members of the FSL $15/ Others $20.
Bookings essential and to Helen Williams if 8207 7255.

17,e Historical Socie(v of South Australia has monthly meetings in
the Prince Philip Theatre, Prince Alfred College, Kent Town,
conunencing at 8 pm. Entry is from The Parade West, and parking
is available in the gr0tmds . More details from their Secretary,
Gaye Brown if 8278 5370.

5
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the 20th Annual General Meeting of the
Burnside Historical Society Inc. will be held in the Masonic Hall, Fisher
Street, Tusmore, on Monday, 16 April 2001 (Easter Monday), at 8 pm.

NOMINATION FORM
The following member is nominated on serve on the Committee:

AGENDA

1

Nominee: ............................................................................................ .

1.

Apologies

2.

Minutes ofthe 19th Annual General Meeting (17/4/2000)

3.

President's Report

Positio11: ............................................................................................... .

4.

Treasurer's Report

5.

Determination of Subscription Fees for 2001/2002

for the term of office between .......................... and ........................... .
(e.g. between 2001 and 2003)

6.

Election of the Committee for 2001/2002

7.

Election of the Auditor for 2001/2002

8.

Any Other Business

Address: ............................................................................................. .

**********

I agree to accept nomination for the above position:

The Committee for 2000/2001 consists of:
* Elizabeth Rogers
President
* Barbara Parker
Vice-President
* Elaine Smyth
Secretary
Richard House
*
Treasurer
* Edna Bayfield
Other Members
* John Clark
* John Love
Helen James
Margaret Sando
Brian Ward
Ted Bayfield
Co-opted

i Signature of nominee:
i

r Proposed by:
Seconded by:
I

Each year the following are elected for a one-year term:

I

President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer.
Three Committee members are elected each alternate year for a
two-year term.

ln accordance with Paragraph 8.1 of the Society's Constitution, the
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and three other members are
due to retire. The members whose names are marked* (above) are those
retiring in 2001, and are eligible for re-election.
6
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VISIT TO COOPERS BREWERY, LEABROOK
[This page is left blank intentionally.]

Monday, 15 January 2001 (repeated on Monday, 22 January)
Our twilight meetings are always popular, and this year particularly so, with
80 people booking for the 'limited numbers' tour of Coopers Brewery! Our
Secretary, Elaine Smyth, therefore arranged for the visit on 15 January to be
repeated on 22 January, with approximately 40 people on each tour. The
evening concluded with dinner at the Kensington Hotel on both occasions.
Thanks to Elaine for her time and work in organising the event (twice!).
Our guides, including Mr Bill Cooper (Managing Director) and Mr Nick
Sterenberg (Brewing and Technical Area), had a story well worth telling.
The brewing tradition was begun by Bill's great grand-father, Thomas
Cooper (a stone mason) who never intended to start a brewery. However,
after his wife asked him to brew up a batch of stout from an old family
recipe to help cure an ilh1ess, word quickly went around. Soon Thomas
found himself brewing the now world-famous Coopers Sparkling Ale and
Extra Stout for a growing band of customers .. .and the rest is history!. The
brewing tradition was continued by his descendants, and today Coopers is
Australia 's sole remaining family-owned brewery.
As we toured the complex, we learnt that Coopers still use a brewing process
originating in the middle ages. To this traditional method, Coopers apply
malt, hops, cane sugar, water and yeast. A difference now arises in that
Coopers' ales and stout do not contain preservatives or chemicals, and they
malt their own barley and wheat. As our guides explained, the yeast was
another story, with its own special secret! All that could be revealed was
that it has been cultivated and lovingly cared for at the brewery for over 90
years, and plays a big part in creating the unique Coopers flavour.
A look in the Board Room enabled us to see historic paintings and photos of
the early days of Coopers, contrasting with the highly mechanised production
just viewed. Our tour concluded in an appropriate manner by a visit to the
cellars, where we availed ourselves of the opportunity to sample Coopers
products . A fitting finale to an enlightening evening was the gracious
presentation to the Society by Mr Bill Cooper of a copy of Jol(r Goo<l Ale
and Old : Coopers Brewery I 862-1998 (to be lodged in the Burnside
Library for use by the community) . Our thanks to Coopers for providing us
Elizabeth Rogers
with two generous and enjoyable occasions.
9
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'LIKE MONEY IN THE BANK'

TAKE THREE TIMES A DAY

State History Conference 2001

Monday, 19 February 2001
Dr Angelo Morella has worked at Faulding Pharmaceuticals Australasia
since 1985. As Formulation Development Manager, he ltas been involved
in the development of pharmaceutical products for international markets.
Angelo used a series of excellent overhead transparencies to illustrate his
talk on all aspects of using oral medicines. There were a number of
questions or topics posed including:
• information supplied with the medicine;
• types of medicines available at the pharmacist;
• what are they?
, How do l take them?
• What happens to medicine when I take it?
• Why do I need to take the prescribed amount?
• When do I need to take it?
• How long will it last in the medicine cabinet?
The answers formed the substance of his address .
Several times during his presentation a "therapeutic window" was
mentioned. Treatment for some conditions has become possible, provided
that medicines are taken in a certain way or at a certain time. This
opportunity may be missed if the specific directions are not followed .

J

Venue:
Dates:

)

~45'
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Pekina, in the mid-north of South A u s t r ~ ~
Friday, 25 May - Sunday, 27 May 2001

The theme of the Conference will be the value of history as an integral
part of community spirit.

Community spirit is an essential ingredient in the development and prosperity
of a community. It creates a sense of pride, of identity and of belonging and
underpins the resilience of a community and its ability to meet new
challenges. For many communities, it is 'like money in the bank', an
incalculable resource to be drawn on when required. Accrued by time and
achievements it becomes a valuable asset.
Our personal or institutional collections often record the very acts that
represent community spirit at work whether of a positive nature or not. The
Conference will examine the character of comnumity spirit through both
historical and contemporary interpretations . The challenge for history
practitioners will be to keep history relevant to the community, not merely to
exploit its tourism potential, but as a way of developing identity, community
pride and sustaining the conummity into the future.
The Conference will examine this spirit in terms of a range of questions:

As all the audience had a personal interest in these points to a greater or
lesser degree, the questions raised at the ·end were long and varied. One
sympathised with the person who asked how medicine intended for stiff
knees knew to go to the knees and not elsewhere ! The answers to these and
other questions were enlightening.
Doubtless some would have felt disappointment that the topic did not come
within the ambit of the society ' s objectives. FH Faulding & Co Ltd is one of
South Australia's proud icons, whose history would make a fascinating topic
at another meeting.
Barbara Parker
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Does it exist?
What is it?
How is it expressed?
What is the measure of its success?
How can it be activated?
ls there a role for history?
Can we make history relevant?

The conference will provide a variety of practical, theoretical and
information sessions to delegates. Historical interpretation will be used to
enhance contemporary thought and responses .
ll

For information about acconunodation, contact Margaret Phillips at the
History Trnst of South Australia on 8226 8530. Hotel, motel and caravan
park accommodation is available within a 30-minute radius of Pekina .
The Pekina Community is offering the facilities of Pekina Catholic Complex
for $10 a night plus $4 - $6 for breakfast. Vans and tents are welcome
power can be supplied. The camp site is adjacent to the Conference ve~ue.
Billets are also available. Telephone John Mam1ion at Pekina on 8658 '6003
for details and booking.
Full details of the program are in the conference brochure available from
Margaret Phillips at the History Trust (see above) .

100 YEARS IN BURNSIDE
The opening of the redeveloped Burnside Civic Centre (incorporating the
Library and the Community Centre) is scheduled for July. The date and
time will be announced in the local press, and also in our June
Newsletter.
111e celebrations for the opening comprise an 'Indoor Community Fair'
located throughout the Atrium, the Cloisters and the new Community Centre.
Because this is also the Centenary of Federation, the Cow1cil have decided
on the historical theme of '100 Years in Burnside' for the Community Fair.
111e Burnside Historical Society has been invited to partake, and a small
r··· •.
Subc~mn~ittee is busy plannin_g our contribution . Other community
ways
other
in
participate
and/or
displays
orga111sat1011s will also have

rJ
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IN PRAISE OF LOCAL HISTORY
'Local history ... has been flourishing all over the western World in the past
several decades. Its extraordinary popularity is visible in the bookshops
wherever we go. It is a cultural development in its own right and has
inspired a range of fast-breeding subhistories - notably family history,
community history, industrial archaeology, popular history, public history
and regional history.
111e common denominator of these histories is the factor of locality and
scale. TI1ey are local in focus and small in scale .. ..Local history tends to
be ... modest in its pretensions, and this is part of its attraction. It represents
' participant history' . It has become part of the popular culture of our day.
Local history is about the discovery of personal and community identity
through 'genetic roots ' ...We could easily add to this the hope that local
history also promotes intra-community tolerance as well as self-knowledge. '
[Source: Eric Richards, 'ln Praise of Local History', a paper published
in Magazine of the Royal Australian Historical Socie(JJ, October 1993,
p.12.]

This should be a 'great day out' with much to see and do.
More information in our next Newsletter.

·
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2001 EASTERN REGIONAL SEMINAR
Saturday, 13 October 2001
hosted by Mitcham Historical Society
East Torrens Historical Society initiated the idea of a regional seminar on
local history, and they were the inaugural hosts in 1994. Other eastern
historical societies followed , with Campbelltown in 1995, when it was
decided to hold the seminars biennially. Kensington and Norwood hosted in
1997, wit11 our own society following in 1999. This year's one-day seminar
will be hosted by Mitcham Historical Society on Saturday, 13 October 2001 .
More details will appear in our next Newsletter, but please make a diary note
now.

1901 : Footsteps from Federation - Our District and Community
has been chosen by Mitcham Historical Society as the theme of the Seminar.
Following tl1e morning session at the Mitcham Village Institute, and an
organ recital at the historic St Michael' s Church, there will be a choice of
walking and bus tours in the afternoon.

12
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GLEN OSMOND MINES

Glen Osmond
Mine Tours

Members will be aware that our Society conducts guided tours of the Glen
Osmond Mines on the third Sunday of each month (details else-where in this
Newslette1/ Below is some information about the mines themselves.
Glen Osmond mines consist of a number of individual mines, the most
famous being Wheal Gawler ('wheal' is Comish for mine), Wheal Watkins
and the Glen Osmond mine.

The Old Toll Gate, Mount Barker Road

The land at Glen Osmond was first surveyed and sold in the 1830s and,
according to the laws of that tin1e, the mineral rights belonged to the
purchasers. Silver-lead ore was discovered in the 1840s on various
properties at Glen Osmond, the boundaries of which became the boundaries
of the separate mines.

Regular .tours of these historic mines which
classified on the Register of
the National Estate are conducted by the Burnside Historical Society on
the third Sunday of each month a t 1.45pm.
Special tours can also be arranged on weekdays for school groups, etc.

Historically the Glen Osmond group of mines is of national significance.
Wheal Gawler was the first metal mine in Australia and produced the first
mineral exports from this country. The area is also the site of one of the
earliest smelters in Australia; the smelting chimney still standing is the oldest
remaining mine chimney in South Australia and possibly in Australia.

Tours start at the Burnside Council Chambers and include stops at some
historic points en route to and from the mines.

Discovered at a time of economic difficulty, these mines were the first
indication that recovery of the colony's fortunes would come from mining.
Although the discovery of copper at Kapunda ( 1842) and Burra (1845)
diminished the importance of this area, the mines attracted Cornish miners as
settlers to South Australia. TI1ese miners assumed a central role in the
development of the colony's mining industry.

are

Before the tour commences, bookings and payments must be made at the
Community Services Dep artment of the Burnside Council. Ph: 8366 4224
Mine tours are limited to 18 people, except for school groups.

Miners who sank shafts and drove levels through barren rock were known as
tutworkers and were paid by the amount of grmmd mined. Following the
tutworkers were tributers who mined the lodes (by a process known as
stoping) and were paid by the value of ore produced.

:i~tt~~,~t~:fm
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The mines had to supply their own gunpowder and fuse, sharpen their own
tools, pay for their candles, and bring all the mullock (barren rock) and ore
to the surface. Horse whims (hoists) were erected at several shafts to
facilitate hauling to the surface.
Source: Glen Osmond Mine.s : A guide to tlte ltistoric mine site, SA
Dept. of Mines and Energy, Parkside, September, 1987.
14
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Walking shoes with enclosed toes mus{be worn - no sandals.
Family Groups are welcome but parents are responsible for the
control of their children.
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CENTE~ARY OF FEDERATION
South Australians Celebrating
Today we think of ourselves as Australians first, and South Australians,
Victorians and so on next. There is a strong sense of nationhood, cemented
most recently by the spectacular Sydney Olympics but over the past l 00
years by a succession of events, institutions and milestones - free trade, war,
communications, transport, currency, the stock market, globalisation,
taxation, desalination programs, the national Parliament and the High Court,
to name some. Occasionally calls for secession emerge from one comer or
another but they aren't really taken seriously; nor should they be.
The transition from six sovereign States to a single Commonwealth was
anything but seamless . The idea was on the agenda for 50 to 60 years before
it became a reality, and the process was characterised by hard bargaining
and tough decision-making. There were protracted negotiations and
Conventions leading, in 1900, to a delegation to the Imperial Parliament in
London. The final outcome was a ceremony in Centennial Park in Sydney
on 1 January 1901 which inaugurated the Commonwealth of Australia.
This year (2001) will be one of continuing celebrations across the country to
mark the Centenary. The South Australian Centenary of Federation
Committee has released a booklet, Centenary of Federation South
Australians Celebrating 1901-2001, which sets out the program for South
Australia.
There will be some National Centrepiece events, set for Federation Week,
13-21 October, including Corroboree 2001 at Adelaide Oval, celebrating the
. importance of football in unifying indigenous and non-ingenious Australians;
a Federation Family picnic race meeting at Victoria Park, and a National
Federation Forum at the Adelaide Convention Centre.

In other events flotilla of historic river boats will make their way from
Corryong at the Murray Mouth to the sea, with festivals and celebrations at
many places along the way including Echuca, Mildura, Berri, Barmera,
Loxton, Mann um, and Goolwa .
The National Wine Centre will open in Adelaide.

There will be a country music festival at Mount Gambier; Federation
Celebrations at Mount Laura Homestead Whyalla, Morgan, Swan Reach,
Lock, Riverton and many other towns; a re-enactment of the 1901
Federation Parade from Nuriootpa to Tanunda; and the World Solar
Challenge from Da1win to Adelaide - and much more.
One of the most unusual projects in this Federation year will involve the
restoration of the graves of four key South Australian Federation figures Charles Cameron Kingston (1850-1908), Patrick McMahon Glynn (18551931), Vaiben Louis Solomon (1853-1908) and Frederick William Holder
(1850-1909).
All four are buried in Adelaide's West Terrace Cemetery. There is also an
associated exhibition at the newly established West Terrace Cemetery
Museum.
To get the full flavour of the program for this year, do read the booklet
mentioned above. There are some marvellous opportunities for us all to
participate in the celebrations and learn something more about what it means
to be Australian.

(Source: Communi~y History, The History Trust of South Australia
Magazine, December 2000, pp.1-3)

THE USES OF HISTORY
'History is collective memory, the storehouse of experience through which
people develop a sense of their social identity and their future prospects .
Those who profess to ignore history are nevertheless compelled to make
historical a.ssumptions at every tum. Our political judgements are permeated
by a sense of the past, whether we are deciding between the competing
claims of political parties or assessing the feasibility of particular policies.
We are all naturally curious about how our society came to be the way it is,
and we all entertain some explanation on the subject .. .The pace of
contemporary change does not render the past irrelevant; it merely shifts the
perspective from which we weigh its influence and interpret its lessons .. .'
[Source: John Tosh, The Pursuit of History, 2nd edn, Longman,

London, 1991, pp.1-2]
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THE ART OF DORRIT BLACK
l· - - - - - - - - -j
The Burnside area has produced many fine artists, including Dorrit Black,
who lived at Romalo Avenue, Magill, in her latter years.
Dorrit was an artist of significant talent and accomplishment, one of the
select group who introduced modem art from Europe to Australia, yet who
to date has been largely overlooked by art critics and historians.
Dorothea Foster Black was born on 23 December 1891. She received her
childhood education at the forward-thinking school of Edith Hiibbe in
Erindale, attending the South Australian School of Atts and Crafts with H.P.
Gill and Gwen Barringer in 191 0.
Between 1915-1923 Dorrit studied oil painting with Julian Ashton at the
Sydney Art School, and later linocut printmaking with Thea Proctor. At the
same time she was teaching part-time in schools. During 1927-1929 she
studied with some of the major cubist masters of the time in London and
Paris.
When she returned to Sydney she threw herself into the fight for modernism
and for recognition of the linocut medium. She had her first one-woman
show in 1930 at the Macquarie Galleries, exhibiting oils, linocuts and
tempera.
One painting, The Bridge, shows her work to have been among the most
advanced in Australia at the time. Her linocuts were among the most daring
and accomplished prints made by Australian artists during the late 1920s
and 1930s. She opened her Modern Art Centre in 1932, where she gave
lessons and presented exhibitions to advance post-impressionist and cubist
a1t. She was one of the first women to direct a gallery in Australia.
Black's art developed in a much more personal direction from the late 1930s.
Influenced by the war, personal events and the lack of public recognition,
Black left the ranks of the Sydney modernist, and settled in Adelaide, where
she was admired by a circle of ymmger artists.

She continued to exhibit her works frequently, mostly with the
Contemporary Art Society, the Royal South Australian Society of Arts, and
her own group, Group 9. She changed from her earlier cubist-influenced
style to a broader expressionistic approach, creating at her best, works of
remarkable power.
Black exhibited five times in 19.51 before she was tragically killed at the age
of 59. Driving along North Terrace, Kensington Gardens, in her small Fiat
sedan car, she swerved to avoid a taxi and struck a tramways bollard. She
died in hospital two days later, on 13 September, from internal injuries . The
funeral service was held at the Unitarian Church, Wakefield Street, and her
ashes were buried in the family plot in the old Magill Cemetery, not far from
her home and bi1thplace.
Since her tragic death , there have been three one-woman shows of her work
'
and it is gradually being realised that she was a major artist who played an
impo1tant role in the development of modernism in Australia.

[Source: Arts Bazaar, City of Burnside, Spring 2000, pp.6- 7.)

JANET REID
We are sad to repo1t that Janet Reid died on 14 December 2000. She
survived her husband, David, by just over three years. T11e Reids, who
joined the Burnside Historical Society in the late 1980s, will be remembered
for all they contributed to our organisation. Janet joined the Editorial
Committee in 1988, and in the following year David, agreed to be the
Society's Secretary. (A tribute to David appeared in our Newsletter of
March, J 997.)
As a member of the Editoriai Committee, Janet's writing talents often lead to
her being asked to write accounts of monthly meetings. Many of her reports
appear in editions of Newsletters produced between 1988 and 1995. After
her retirement from this Committee, she was still willing to write reports, and
her final one appeared in last September's issue.
Rosemary Brown
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THE DEATH OF CAPTAIN COOK
Currently on display in the MJM Ca1ter Gallery (gallery 1) at the Art
Galle1y of SA is The Death of Captain Cook.
TI1is is an engraving by Francesco Bartolozzi and William Byrne, and based
on an oil painting done in 1784 by John Webber. The painting is now in the
State Library of New South Wales' collection .
One of Webber's most ambitious historical pictures, the painting was
produced with a view to being engraved and was, in fact, best known
through these means .
Webber was official artist on Cook's final voyage (1776-80), which
explored Tasmania , New Zealand and the Sandwich Islands (now Hawaii)
and the west coast of America.
Although he was not present at the death of Cook, Webber gathered
eyewitness reports . A statuesque figure in white, Cook is depicted at the
moment when he is ignobly stabbed in the back. His death is presented as
that of an innocent victim, with no mention made of the fact that Cook fired
at a man and killed another in this incident. (Four sailors and an unknown
number of indigenous Hawaiians died.) Cook was acclaimed for his ·
achievements on his voyages, and his death was nationally mourned in
England.
Bartolozzi, the engraver of the figures, was one of the pre-eminent engravers
of his day, while Byrne was acclaimed as one of the most respected British
landscape engravers of his time.
TI1is print displays the capabilities of these significant reproductive
engravers and their ability to collaborate seamlessly. Engraved only a few
years after Cook's death, it shows a darker side to the arcadian Pacific than
was usually depicted .

[Source: Art Gallery of South Australia News, February /March, 2001]
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

P.O. Box 152
GLENSID E, S.A. 5065

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Society shall be:
2.1 · to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of
Australian and South Australian history and in particular. the history of
the City of Burnside:
2.2
to promote the collection. recording. preservaHon and classification of
works. source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
history:
2.3
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites
of historical significance in the City of Burnside:
2.4
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout
Australia:
2.5
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental lo the
attainment of any of the above objectives.
OFFICE BEARERS FOR 2000 - 2001
President:
Elizabeth Rogers (11 8J79 3163)
Responsible Officer:
Barbara Parker (1183794 613)
Vice-President:
Barbara Parker
Secretary:
Elaine Smyth
('ii 8332 8019)
Treasurer:
Richard House
Committee:
Edna Bayfield
Ted Bayfield
John Clark
Helen James
John Love
Margaret Sando
Brian Ward
Newsletter
Sub-Committee:

Elizabeth Rogers (Editor)
Joy Batt
Janet Clark (Distribution organiser)
Bob Brown (Distribution)
Barbara Crompton
Barbara Parker

FRONT COVER: In the centre - Mr Bill Cooper, Managing Director, and Mr Nick
Sterenberg (Brewing and Technical Area), with BHS members, prior to taking us on
a guided tour of Coopers' Brewery on 15 January 2001 (repeated on 22 January).
Source: Barbara Parker, BHS Vice President, and photographer.
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