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FROM TH E EDITOR'S DES K 
Now that we survived the Mi llennium (Y2K bug and others). and the hot weather. 

we welcome all members lo another creative and enriching year with the Burnside 
Historical Society. Our Society is noted for friendship and fun. and we look 
forward lo more of the same during 2!)00. 

We Lhank members who contribute lo the Newsletter with items on local history. 
Please continue sending in any relevant articles. either those written by yourself, 
or cullings from newspapers. magazines. elc. which may be of interest lo our 
members. (We always need lhe source of such cullings. of course.) T hi s issue 
contains the concl usion of Ken Prciss·s article on Ferguson Conserva ti on Park. 
Part I of which appeared in the December 1999 Newsletter. 

The Ncwslcllcr li sts our varied program for most of 2000 (something for 

everyone) , together with information about the State Histo r_y Confe1·e11ce on 

19-21 May; and the itinerary and booking arrangements for our own 'weekend 
awa_y' (27 and 28 Ma_y) - which is surely the best prc-GST ba rga in ever! 

In addition, there arc invitations (pp.12-13) from other organisa tions for our 
members (and friends) to join in some of thei r special acti vities. 

Surplus copies of previous issues of the Newsletter are ava ilable again for 
members to take as desired during our meetings in 2000. 

The deadl ine for receipt of material for the June Ne,Yslctter is 4 Ma _y 2000. 

Happy reading! 
Elizabeth Rogers (Editor) © 
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PROGRAM 2000 

'/'he progrnm/i1r most o/2000 is he/ow More in/imnotion regarding events 

orrangedfi>r the lat/er part <f the year will he published in the next 
Newsletter. /mt please note the dales now. '/here are occasions. due lo 

circumstances hevond our control. when dates and/or speakers change 

_ji-om those print;d in an earlier issue. Please checli the progra111 in each 

Newsletter. 

20 March 
Monday 

111e Histm}' <~[ 'Ro111alo House', Magill 
Speakers: Bunty and Warren Bonython 
Bunty and Warren will tell us about their 140-year old 
home, the large, rambling, single-storey !?01110/0 House. 
situated in the foothills at Magill, built on land purchased 

from Patrick Auld (Auldana). 

STOP PRESS! THE FOLLOWING EVENT IS NOW BOOKED OUT 
26 March Tour with Art Galle,:v Guide to view the Colonial 
Sunday Art collection at the Art Gallery of S.A, North Terrace .. 

l11e Art Gallery of SA has the best collection of Colonial 
Art in Australia. Our tour includes early paintings from 

other States, as well as those from SA 

Meeting place Please meet inside the Gallery (by the Front Door -
and time: North Terrace entrance) at 2.15 for our tour at 2.30 pm. 

The guided tour will take approximately one hour. 
Bookings: Essential as our tour is limited to 25 people maximum. 

Please book with Elaine Smyth It 8332 8019. 
Cost: The tour is free. However, refreshments at your own 

expense are available from the Art Gallery Cafe either 
before or after the tour. 

17 April 
Monday 

Annual General Meeting (short) followed by talk on 
Changes in Pltar111acy -.fro111 the Ancient <ireeks to 2000. 

Speaker: Charles Grimes 
Charles has lived and worked as a pharmacist in the 

Burnside area for over four decades. He will enlighten us 

on the ever-changing world and role of the pharmacist. 



15 May (Public Holiday) 
Monday 11,e History ,~f' the Tatiara District 

Speaker: Lynette Staude 
For those members taking the trip to the Tatiara district 
on 27 and 28 May, this meeting is a must. For those 11ot 
travelling south, this talk promises to be interesting and 
educational. Lynette is a gifted speaker whose involvement 
in the area dates from 1953. 

I 21 and 28 May (Weekend Away) Please see overleaf. 

19 June 
Monday 

17 July 
Monday 

11,e History of Jazz Proper and Jazz Popular 
Speaker: Dr Don Hopgood 
A past Deputy Premier of SA, and former Moderator of 
the Uniting Church of Australia, Dr Hopgood is also an 
accomplished trnmpet player. With such a background, he 
is an ideal speaker to tell us all about the history of jazz. 

An Adventure with Iodine Deficiency - starting in 
Papua New Guinea 
Speaker: Dr Basil Hetzel 

Further information on the following activities will be in 
the June Newsletter - but please note the dates now. 

21 August 
Monday 

20th Anniversary Dinner 
at Stony/ell Restaurant. 

After-dinner speaker: 
Dr John Bundey on A Brief History <~/' 
the Queen Victoria Hospital. 

18 September Seeing is Believing - or is it? 
Monday Speaker: Alan Brunt 
16 October (Monday) To he advised. 
22 October (Sunday) Possible day excursion. 
20 November (Monday) To be advised. 
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27 - 28 May, Q O~WEEKEND AWAY - THE TA TIARA TRIP 
Itinerary ~ 
Saturday: Meet in the Burnside Community Centre carpark at 7.45 am 

to boa rd our coach for departure at 8 am sharp. 

Sunday: 

Cost: 

Bookings: 

Please be on time. 
Morning Tea at Keith, tour of town, and talk by National 

Trnst member 
Lunch at Willalooka. 
Drive along Gold Escort rnule and old highway visiting 
Cannawigra, Buckingham, and other local features. 
Bordertown - tour of town. 
Overnight accommodation at the Bordertown Motel. 
Dinner - Mundulla Hotel. 

Tour Heritage Clayton Farm. 
Morning Tea at Teatrick Lavender Fann. 
Wolseley and Serviceton. 
Lunch at Bordertown. 
Mundulla. 
Afternoon Tea, tour, and wine tasting at Padthaway 

Homestead. 
Return to Burnside Community Centre approx. 7.45 pm. 
$160 per person (+ $15 single supplement). 111is covers 
transport, all meals during the weekend, accommodation and 
entrance fees. Drinks at meals at own expense. 
Essential. We only have 32 places, so book early with 
either Elaine Smyth (8332 8019) or Deane Dinning 
(8338 1663). Please advise if you require Vegetarian 
meals . Deposit of $50 per person due at the March 
meeting, with the balance of payment by 30 April. 

Reminder - until fu1ther notice the Burnside Historical Society meets at 
8.00 pm. in the Masonic Hall, Fisher Street, Tusmore, on the third 

Monday of each month unless notification is given of an alternative time or 
venue. Please continue to use the same carpark adjacent to the Community 

Centre, and directly opposite the Masonic Hall. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Notice is hereby given that the 19th Annual General Meeting of the 

Burnside Histo,·ical Society Inc. will be held in the Masonic Hall, Fisher 

Street, Tusmore, on Monday, 17/4/2000, at 8 pm. 

AGENDA 

I. 

2. 

Apologie~ 

Minutes of the 18th Annual General Meeting (19/4/1999) 

1. President's Report 

Treasurer ' s Report 

5. Determination of Subscription Fees for 2000/200 I 

Election of the Committee for 2000/200 I 

7. 

8. 

Election of the Auditor for 2000/200 I 

Any Other Business 

The Committee for 1999/2000 consists of: 

President * Barbara Parker 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Other Members 

* Elizabeth Rogers 
* Elaine Smyth 
* Richard House 
* Bob Brewer 
* Helen James 
* Margaret Sando 

Edna Bayfield 
Ted Bayfield 
John Clark 
John Love 

In accordance with paragraph 8.1 of the Society"s Constitution. the President. 

Vicc-Prcsidcnl. Sccrcti1ry. Treasurer and three other members arc due to retire. 

The members marked* arc those retiring in 2000. and arc eligible for re-election. 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

NOMI NATION FORM 

; The following member is nominated to serve on the Committee: 
I 

I 
1 Non1incc: .......................................................................................... . 
·' 
I , Address .. .. ........................................................................................ . 

i •• 
, Pos1t1on: ......... ................................................................................. . 

I 
• for the term of office between ........................ and ......................... . 

' I 

( e.g. between 2000 and 2002) 

********** 

' I agree to accept nomination for the above position. 
' i 
Is• f . i 1gnature o nommee: 

: Proposed by: 

I 

1 Seconded by: 

: Each year the following are elected for a one-year term: 

1 President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer. 

: Three Committee members are elected each alternate year for a 

1 two-year term. 
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BUS TOUR OF MANSIONS ON MT LOFTY RIDGE 
Monday, 17 January 2000 

Hobert Martin , a11thor of Um/er Mount l,r~f~~•: A 1-/istm:I' <~{the Stirling 

/)istri<.:t in Soutl, Australia, and Secretmy/Newsletter /:'di tor of'Mt /JJfiy 

/)istricts Historical Society, guided 11s on 011rfirst mectingjiJr 2000. 

The following is a brief selection of the many stops where Robert informed 

us of the historical significance of each location. Many of the prestigious 

large houses, built with wealth accrued from pastoralist and mining ventures 

in the early days of the State, were intended to last - but Ash Wednesday 

1983 changed the scenario. 

Carmi now (originally called '/he Finnacles when the home of Sir ll10111as 

Elder) Later owned by Sir John Langdon Bonython. Destroyed in the Ash 

Wednesday bushfire of 1983, but being restored. 

h1rilla owned by Kym Bonython until also destroyed in the Ash Wednesday 

fire. Restored since then. 

Mount / ,ofiy House, devastated in the Ash Wednesday fire, now having a 

new life as part of the Mercure Grand Hotels chain. From nearby we had a 

splendid view of the 97 hectares of the Mount /,ofiy Hotanic Garden opened 

to the public in 1977. 

Wonnaminta (originally called Number Seven, but renamed by Robert 

Kennedy after one of his pastoral stations) We heard that Mrs Kennedy 

was so taken by the house that she stayed on as a ghost I At some stage 

Wonnaminta was divided into apartments, a tenant being the noted South 

Australian painter Horace Trenerry, one of the many artists attracted to this 

scenic area. 

ll1e evidence of European habitation in these hills since 183 7 contrasted 

with the now-vanished Aboriginal culture that existed for some 40,000 years 

prior to white settlement. 

Because oftime constraints, we only completed Map I of the comprehensive 

itinerary devised for us by Robe1t. Map 2 will need to be a DIY program for 

another time. 

The evening concluded with dinner at the Fag,le On 'lhe Hill Hore! (rebuilt 

since ravaged by the 1983 bushfire) . Elizabeth Rogers 
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Tim GREAT EASTERN ROAD 
Meeting, 21 February 2000 

Our speaker, Mr Bill Stacy, is a co-author of a recently-released book, Highway 

through the Hills, which deals with the histmy of Mount Barker Road, also known 

as South East Highway No 1. 

In the late I 8J0s the early settlers attempted to traverse the hills by following the 

escarpments, a popular route being up the ridge of Mount Osmond, on past the 

present site of The Eagle on the Hill, along the ridge to what is now Crafers and so 

on. To drive bullock drays along rocky creek beds would have been impossible. 

People having settled in the hills as far afield as Mount Barker, Governor Gawler 

was petitioned in 1841 to build a hills road, and he commissioned Colonial 

Engineer, Captain Frome, to design the road. Frome's road paiily followed the 

established routes, but the lower part passed through a gorge as far as the Devil's 

Elbow. Some sections of that road now lie about 60 feet below the level of the 

present road. Gawler, however, was dismissed for overspending, and Governor 

Gray took over. It was then decreed that the settlers be responsible for the expenses 

of the road and the Toll House was built at Glen Osmond, and charges were made 

such as 1/- for a I-horse or 2-bullock dray, l/6 for a 2-horse or 4-bullock dray, etc., 

church-goers on Sundays being allowed through free! The tolls raised were 

inadequate, and the Government took over the running expenses again in 1847. 

Throughout the yeai·s various improvements have been made. In 1857 part of the 

road was realigned to ease the gradients, but it made the road longer. At this time 

Charles Townsend 1-largreave was the surveyor for the Central Roads Boai·d, a 

position he held for 5 1 yeai·s. 
The 1900s brought a change in modes of transport, and improvements were 

needed for road surfaces. In the 1920s a heavily-laden truck with solid rubber tyres 

cuuld cause serious damage to a metal road. The first Commissioner of Highways, 

D. V. Fleming, went overseas at about this time to study new methods of road 

surfacing, and, under his guidance, roads became bitumenised. 
Mr Stacy illustrated his talk with maps and aerial views of the highway 

so that we could see where alterations had been made, and where the existing 

road traverses parts of the original laid out by our courageous forebears as 

far back as the 1830s. 
Most interesting of all, we could see how the new road through the tunnels 

ensures that never again will we have to negotiate that devilish Devil's Elbow! 

Rosemary Brown 
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STATE HISTORY CONFERENCE 2000 
LIVING ON THE EDGE 

To be held at the Waite Campus, University of Adelaide, lJrrbrae 

Hawker Conference Centre and lJrrbrae House 
Friday, 19 May - Sunday, 21 May 2000 

The application form for this year's State History Conference explains the 

theme of the conference as follows: 

'In Miriam Estensen's little book, /Jiscovery, a series of maps shows the 

unfolding edges of the Great South Land as centuries of mariners, pushing 

into the unknown, recorded their various findings . Gradually we recognize 

Australia When Kevin Fewster, the Director of the National Maritime 

Museum, reviewed Tim Flannery's .John Nicol. Mariner, he noted that in the 

18th century most people never travelled more than 20 miles from their 

home. 

A relatively small number of early explorers and people of Australia have 

shaped our land, named it and described it in varying ways, sometimes with 

love and often in despair. We are still taking risks, still pushing against 

boundaries. Breadth of oceans and expanse of desert challenge some but 

boundaries now are mostly political and psychological constructs, about 

ways of living in relationship with both physical environments and a variety 

of other people. 

As historians we are always nosing beyond the perimeters of the unknown, 

seeking to explain change. People experience Uving on the l'.'dge differently. 

At this State History Conference 2000 a variety of speakers share their 

experiences and interpretations. We even unde1take a journey to a city 

[Elizabeth] which reflects our theme. 

We hope you are both ente1tained and stimulated by the Conference.' 

Application forms are available from the Conference Co-ordinator 
Jenny Palmer V 8226 8555, or the History Trust of SA, 

GPO Box 1836, Adelaide SA 5001. 

Registrations close Friday, 12 May 2000. 
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BURNSIDE - IN QUEENSLAND! 
/v!emhers may he h1terested in reading aho11I 'another · Burnside - near 

Nambm,r. S11nshine Coast. Queensland. 

Before white settlement, members of the Kabi tribe roamed the above area, 

enjoying the mild climate and abundant food . A visitor to the area in 1862 

found a gathering of about 500 Aboriginals at a corroboree. By the 1890s 

there was a rapid decline in the local Aboriginal population . Today a few 

artefacts dug from the soil , and grinding stones by the creek banks, are all 

that remind us of this area's original inhabitants. 

The first white settler to take up land in the area was Patrick King in 1881. 

His selection of 314 acres, Portion 45, was adjacent to the large Nambah 

Cattle Run. He, and his wife Mary, named the property Burnside , because a 

small bum or creek flowed through the land. Their house stood on the 

western side of the property near where the present day Rotary Village is 

situated. 

Selections of which there were two principal modes were taken up under the 

Crown Lands Alienation Act of 1876: 

(i) Homesteads for areas of up to 160 acres. The price of a homestead was 

two shillings and sixpence per acre spread over five annual instalments, 

called rents, of sixpence per acre. 

(ii) Conditional Purchases for areas up to 5,120 acres. Rents of fifteen 

shillings, ten shillings or five shillings per acre were spread over ten annual 

instalments. 

Life for the early selectors was harsh, especially for the womenfolk -

no shops, doctors, churches, or schools. Their food was dictated by what 

they grew on their land, supplemented by a few basic supplies. Even worse 

must have been the isolation and the lack of social contact. 'Roads' were 

mere bush tracks following the wheel ruts of the bullock teams . The Cobb 

& Co. service from Brisbane to the No,th ceased in 1881 , and the railway 

did not open until 1891. The only link with Brisbane was by boat. 
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Farmers collected their bags of flour, sugar and tea fro111 the rafting ground 

at Petrie's Creek to be carried home on horse back. 

Houses, furniture and fences were built from timb ~r cleared from the land, 

while saleable logs were taken by jinker and bullock teams to the sawmill 

opened in 1890s. Only then could crops be sown. 

To assure the future of the sugar industry, a central sugar-111ill with modem 

machinery was required by early 1894 . Such a mill was erected at 

Nambour, and 7,500 tons of cane, much from the nearby area, including 

Burnside, were crushed in 1896. There were almost certainly Kanaka cane

cutters in the area at that time. 

Most farmers diversified to keep their farms viable. Dairying was 

co111monly combined with cane-far111ing, pineapples with banana growing, 

etc. Production of cane in the area declined as assignments were transferred 

to more suitable cane-growing areas. 171e last sugarcane i,1 the area was 

harvested in 1980. 

Burnside on the Sunshine Coast was just as active as 'our' Burnside Papers 

of the day repo,t on meetings of the Burnside Literary Debating Class 

( 1907). Social nights, euchre parties and dances (piano and accordion) were 

regular activities . 171e Burnside Dairy delivered milk twice daily ( 1928). 

In the early thirties a small plane gave joy-flights over the area for the sum 

often shillings. 

The opening of the Burnside Store in the early I 960s was the beginning of 

commercial development. The Burnside Primary and Pre-School opened in 

1978, the Burnside High School in 1979, and the Rotary Garden Village in 

1984. 

When bulldozers 111oved in to shape the land for the Rotary Village, a 

derelict timber derrick , a few rotting bridges and rusted tram rails were the 

only reminders of once-flourishing sugar plantations and hard-working 

pioneer families of Burnside on the Sunshine Coast. 

The information for this article was kindly obtained and supplied by our 

member, Edna Bayfield. 
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INVITATIONS 

The following organisations invite members (and friends) of 
the Burnside Historical Society to join with them in some 
forthcoming social events. Please ring the tel. no. listed 
for each organisation if you wish to attend any of the 
activities mentioned below. 

I. The Friends of Carrick Hill 
An illustrated talk on the historical significance of The lris/1/Celtic 
Cm11,ectio11s at Carrie/, Hill by Elizabeth Rogers (a member of our Society) 
on Wednesday, 22 March 2000, at 7.30 pm. This is a repeat of the 
speaker's talk in September 1999 on the above popular topic. The first . 
occasion was sold out almost immediately, so if you would like to hear this 
talk, please ring Carrick Hill (1183793158) as soon as possible to 
reserve tickets which can be paid on the night ($8 Friends of Carrick Hill, 
$1 O non-members). Supper included. Venue: Carrick Hill 46 Carrick Hill 
Drive, Springfield (southern end of Fulla1ton Road). 

2. The Queen Adelaide Society 
A two-day trip to the Riverland, organised for The Queen Adelaide Society 
by Edna Bayfield (one of our members) , for Tuesday and Wednesday, 
2 and 3 May 2000. Leaving Burnside Community Centre carpark at 8 am, 
the first stop is Morning Tea at Blanchetown, followed by winery tour and 
Lunch at Banrock Station. Then on to Overland Comer and Palmworld, 
before arriving at The Lal,e Resort for Dinner and overnight stay. 

The following day's itinerary includes visiting Wilabalangaloo Reserve, with 
Morning Tea at Ruston' s Rose Garden, a Luncheon cruise on the River 
Rambler, visits to Berrivale Fruits, Loxton, and Murray Bridge, before 
arriving back at the Burnside Community Centre carpark at 6 pm approx. 
Costs: $210 per person all inclusive(+ $28 single supplement), including all 
meals. Bookings: Edna Bayfield 118331 8828. 
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J. Friends of the State Library of South Australia 
Come on a one-day AUTUMN PILGRIMAGE! - Saturday, 6 May 2000. 
Not with Chaucer to Canterbury but with Friends of the State Library to the 
Mid-No1th boyhood towns (Auburn, Watervale, Gladstone and Laura) of CJ 
Dennis (1876-1938), creator of J'he Songs of'a Senfimentol Hloke . 

The Tour Leader and Guide Extraordinaire is Greg Slattery, author of 
/ ,allra /)ovs, and President of the Rocky River Historic and A1t Society, 
Laura. Tl1e all-inclusive special price of $50 Friends of the State Library 
and $55 non-members includes touring in a modern, 46 seat air
conditioned coach with toilet on board; morning and afternoon tea, 
lunch, and a free souvenir guide book. Numbers are limited. so don ' t 
miss out on this opportunity to enjoy history, literature, art, country-style 
hospitality and appetising catering in our State ' s Golden North. 

The pilgrimage program includes Morning Tea at Auburn; visits to 
Watervalc, Mintaro, Sevenhill Monastery; Ploughman's Lunch at 
Sevenhill llotel; Gladstone, and a walking tom· visiting significant sites 
on the CJ Dennis Trail at Laura. Following Afternoon Tea, the return 
trip is via Beetaloo Valley and Reservoir, Crystal Book and Port 
Wakefield to Adelaide. For a copy of the full itinerary and bookmgs, 
please ring llelen Williams, Executive Officer, Friends of I he State 
Library, tr 8207 7255, as soon as possible Bookings close 31 March. 

4. Friends of the Botanical Gardens of Adelaide 
A 21-day English Gardens Tour depa1ting 27 August 2000, and escorted 
by Tony Whitehill. The itinerary provides delights such as the Cambridge 
College Gardens of Clare and Trinity Hall; Hatfield House; 
Bressingham Gardens; Euston Hall; Felbrigg Hall; Westbury Court 
Garden; Hidcote Manor Garden; Bath; Bristol; Hestercombe; llford 
Manor; Stonehenge; National Botanical Gardens of Wales, and more. 
Cost: $6,650 per person twin share (+$860 single supplement) , includes 
return airfare; meals as specified; 18 nights twin share accommodation; 
entrance fees to gardens, air-conditioned motor coach, and other benefits . 
Contact: Margaret Sando (one of our members) 11 8379 4327. 
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OUT AND ABOUT 

PIANET PURPLE - until 19 March 
An exhibition of art by Audrey Emery - with a purple palette - at the Pepper 
Street Gallery, Magill (corner of Pepper Street and Magill Road) The 
gallery is open from noon - 4 pm on Wednesdays to Fridays, and 2 - 5 pm. 
weekends Free admission. Enquiries it 8364 6154. 

NAKKONDlll,OOK - Indigenous Australians 1999/2000 -
until 16 April 
A 2000 Telstra Adelaide Festival event. This collaborative photographic 
exhibition by Andrew Dunbar and Nicole Cumpston documents the 'real 
Ii ves' of indigenous Australians across the spectrum of experience . 
Exhibition Space, State Library of South Australia, North Terrace, 
Adelaide. Admission: Free. 

YAKAPNA: TIIE KOORIE FAM/1,Y- until 31 May 
Historical images, cotrnnunity photographs and paintings celebrating the 
indigenous people of South-East Australia. Migration Museum, Kintore 
Avenue, Adelaide. 

HIDDEN TREASURE.\' - until 30 June 
Equipment, photographs and memorabilia from the University of Adelaide's 
Heritage Collection. Main Building, Waite Campus, Waite Road, Urrbrae. 

f-Jf(if-J SOCIETY - 14 March - 31 July 
Gorgeous gowns and fashion accessories from 1870 to 1970. 
Ayers House, No1th Terrace, Adelaide. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETIES' PICNIC IN ELDER PARK 
~ Sunday, 19 November 2000 

':,.. -I)/ A traditional Sunday Picnic by the river, featuring displays by a 
host of South Australian societies and organisations, with the Police 
Historical Association's Black Maria Mobile Museum on show. Full details 
in a Newsletter closer to the date, but make a note in your diary now! 
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TELEVISION FOR BEGINNERS 
(Yes, all ofus) 

An Adventure by the Unwary into the field of the Unknown 

In the beginning there was a church on a hill at North Adelaide, and behind 
the church there was a cemetery, and tl1e television company purchased tl,e 
church and with it tl1e cemetery. Soon the builders arrived and the cemetery 
disappearec.. , replaced by a new building like no other previously seen in 
North Adelaide. Then came the engineers with ducting and multitudes of 
cables, and installed same amid builders witl1 cement and timber and straw 
bats and barrows, and vast quantities of dust . 

Then arrived many large crates of the magical television equipment, and still 
there were the builders with their dust. Gradually the equipment was coaxed 
into life, and tl1e decree was pronounced that we would be first on air with a 
programme. Still there was the dust, becoming less after the painstaking 
laying of the studio floors . At Mount Lofty another building arose, and was 
filled with transmitters and links from the studio; a tower also began to rise 
nearby. 

For test transmissions, the sources of programme material were limited to 
one each of 16 mm film projector sharing a camera with a slide projector 
with a capacity of one slide carried on a push-pull two slide carrier allowing 
continuous changing (fo1tunately not required), and a caption scanner which 
was only used for test cards. 

Hooray, we were first on air! Management was overjoyed, and at the end of 
the programme a record drive was clocked from a foothills suburb to bring 
congratulations and Champers! The test programmes became a weekly 
event - without the champers - so my time was divided between North 
Adelaide and Mount Lofty 

As the installation advanced and more equipment became operational , the 
task of 'operator training' began In the early days the nature of the 
equipment made it necessary for operators to have some technical 
background. Operators had to know how to assess any problem quickly, 
make a decision and act accordingly There was always the risk of slides 
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being loaded back to front or upside down; another worry was dealing with 
film breaks which usually happened to be at splices where a leader or 
commercial had been inserted 

Slides became popular w ith the sales staff and various clients. My self
imposed mission was to find a suitable machine to meet the need for 
inc reased slide capacity, and having the facility to change slides without · 
mtervening periods of black. Again, this was another problem eventually 

overcome. 

The original order for station equipment included four 4.5 inch image 
orthicon cameras . These not being available at the time, 3 inch cameras 
were supplied on loan until the order could be fulfilled. The quality of the 
pictures was mainly dependent on the age (and therefore the condition) of the 
orthicon tube. Early camera tubes were not given to having long lives and 
often had to be rejected at less than their guaranteed life of 500 hours 
because of manufacturing faults or loss of sensitivity and image retention. 

In earlier times all programme presentation was via the Studio One control 
room staffed by a director (who did his own switching); a production 
assistant who kept a record of times and events (and mishaps) and generally 
told the director what was coming next; a booth announcer to read scripts 
over the slide items; an operator for each camera; plus a floor manager, with 
the addition of some seven or more technical staff. 

Alignment of orthicon cameras was complicated and tedious, and often 
needed to be repeated during a one-hour live show, depriving the director of 
the use of a camera for two or three minutes at often inconvenient times, 
doing nothing for his blood pressure or humour! 

Outside broadcasts were to become an increasing part of the operations of 
the station. The outside broadcast units operated from 'pole boxes' provided 
by the stations and installed at the appropriate sites by the Electricity Trust 
of SA. A 30 amp tlwie-phase supply was available so the various units in 
the van were arranged to present a relatively balanced load to the supply. 
111is minimised neutral current and reduced the likelihood of audio or video 
hum in case of accidental earth contacts from scaffolds or buildings. 
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The first ever outside broadcast covered the opening of the new bowling club 
premises in the East Parklands. 

Late in 1959 and early 1960 a new technology reached us from the USA in 
the form of videotape. In the early days of tape, its use was only witl1in the 
station; the thought of interchange between stations was still 'pie in the sky' . 
The more adventurous clients were attracted to it because it reduced the cost 
of getting their messages to air as there were no film shooting or processing 
costs, and the tapes cou Id be erased and reused. 

111e next major ' shake-up ' on the television horizon was the introduction of 
colour heralded by the arrival of various groups of sales 'engineers' to 
demonstrate their particular wares The 2" videotape machines were 
equipped with additional colour correcting accessories , and tape cassettes 
became the ' norm' for commercials with a reduction of' run up time' from 
eight seconds to nine frames. 

This was the beginning of ' modern times' for the industry, another lea ming 
exercise, and another story. Ted Bayfield 

/The above is an abridged version <fan article orig,inally printed in two 
parts in rhe No vember//)ecember J YYX and Januarvi]1'ebmorv J 9YY issues 
oj"the Ne ws/el/er olthe Historical Radio Society of"South Au~·l!'Glia.) 

********** 

AUSTRALIANS AT WAR Documentary Project 
11m 1999-2000 Federal Budget provided $5 million for product ion of a TV 
documentary series, Australians at War , covering major conflicts in which 
Australia participated, and exploring how these experiences helped shape the 
nation. A nat ion-wide search for wartime memorabilia is being conducted as 
an adjunct to the research for the above series. The search aims to unearth 
new materia I for possible use in the documentary series or in some of the 
ancillary products A national phone inquiry line 133 254 has been set up in 
Canberra , to provide information about the search, answer questions , etc. 
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FERGUSON CONSERVATION PARK: A 50-YEAR 
CHRONOLOGY (continued from Dec. 1999 Newslclter, Vol. 19, No. -t) 

1976: The Park was rescheduled and renamed Ferguson Conservation Park 
in the SA Government Gazette of June 24 . ft was later fow1d this 
proclamation to be invalid and it was c01Tectly dedicated on 2 June 1977. 

1978: A two-rail pine fence around the road boundaries of the Park was 
completed in November at a cost of$7330. 

1981: A draft management plan for the Park was released for comment. 
This was generally well accepted, although the Burnside Council held 
different views. 'n1e City Engineer, Peter Hanning, said it was "one of the 
most absurd documents I have ever read", and Bill Potts, Parks and 
Gardens Superintendent, said it had "been written by someone who sits in 
an office and reads books". The main objections were to the cost of 
controlling stormwater runoff, removing the toilets, and exotic trees. 

1982: Following a suggestion from the NCSSA the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service (NP&WS) approved the formation ofa Friends' group to 
care for Ferguson Park. This was formed in August 1982 with sixteen 
people attending the inaugural evening meeting. It was the first group 
officially formed, preceded only by the Friends of F011 Glanville and the 
National Parks Association which had both been formed in their own right. 
At the three park meetings held that year a preliminm.y survey of the 
vegetation was made, a nature trail proposed and some olives eradicated. 

1983: A small fire in Februaty bumt about 0.5 ha near the centre of the 
Park. In June the first planting by the Friends of indigenous species, raised 
from seed collected in the Park, was made near the toilets and the recently 
burnt area. 

1984: Mm.iagement plan released. Most of the recommendations in the 
draft plan were adopted, but the toilets were to remain, subject to the 
negotiation of a satisfactory maintenance and security arrangement 
between NP&WS and Burnside Council. 

Six areas were planted during the year. They were south of the main 
gate, near the toilets, midway along the path on the northern boundary nem.· 
the college, near the southeastern comer of the college fence, opposite 
Rosebm.1k Terrace, and south of Stonyfell Creek opposite Mingara Avenue. 
TI1e June session was held with about fifty Year 7 girls from SPCGS, an 
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ongoing co-operative activity. Control of path erosion was unde1taken by 
staking pine logs across affected paths. 

I 985: A bridge was built over the steep path crossing of Ferguson Creek 
and the placement of pine logs across paths continued. This work done by 
the Friends with help and materials from NP&WS. Records of the Friends 
were lodged with the Mortlock Librm.y. 

I 986: A primary school teaching kit, "A Child's Eye View", was based on 
Ferguson Park and prepared by SPCGS with help from the Friends. It was 
launched as a Jubilee 150 project. A nature trail and brochure prepared by 
the Friends was completed. 

1987: Further path rehabilitation work with pine logs was unde1taken. The 
first promotional display relevant to the Friends' work and interests was 
held in the Burnside Libraty. Similar displays were held most yem.·s, some 
in the Burnside Village Mall , until 1995. 

1988: The Friends expressed concern to the Burnside Council over the 
physical and ecological damage to Ferguson Creek caused by stonnwater 
runoff from Marble Te1i-ace, a problem first raised in the 1981 draft 
management plan. 

1989: The first evidence of foxes in the vicinity of the Park was rep01ted. 
Later active burrows were seen in the bank of Stonyfell Creek. These were 
closed and poisoned in Februa1y 1996. 

The Friends, from competition entries received from SPCGS students, 
adopted a logo featuring the fruits of the native pine. 

Plant nm.ne signs were prepared by NP&WS and fixed by Friends along 
the walking trail. 

1990: The toilets, subject of vandalism, misuse m.1d considerable 
discussion over many years, were finally removed. 

1991: Wo0den steps were built on the walking trail to reduce path erosion 
and make the path safer where it crossed Ferguson Creek. 

1992: in Januaiy a small fire burnt a few square metres just inside the 
boundm.y fence at the bottom of Marble Terrace. 
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1993: A koala was first sighted in the Park. Sightings in and around the 

Park continue to be made. In 1998 a female was seen carrying a juvenile. 

In February a fire burnt about 0.1 ha north of the walking trail between 

marker posts four and five. It was a cool burn and little damage was 

caused. 

1995: The Burnside Council , as pa1t of its Enviroplan, investigated the 

problems associated with stonnwater damage to Ferguson Creek. 

Remedial action has been tried and investigations are ongoing. 

1998: Monadenia hracteata, a pest South African orchid species was 

found growing in the Park. 

1998-99: The two bridges in the Park were replaced with more substantial 

structures. 

Since its fonnation the Friends' group have maintained a policy of 

encouraging use of the Park for educational purposes. Guided walks 

through the Park, promotional displays, infonnation pamphlets, and co

operation with schools and tertiaty students have achieved this. The group 

has been supported in this policy by a good working relationship with the 

National Parks and Wildlife Service. Membership nwnbers have remained 

relatively static since formation of the Friends of Ferguson Park at1d the 

group is justifiably proud of its achievements over the past seventeen 

years. 
Ken Preiss 

The material for this article has been gathered from personal recollections and a number of 

sources including: 
- National Pleasure Resorts : Annual Reports 1948~49 to 1970-71 , in Parliamentary Papers 

No.49. 
_ The following dockets arc referred to in correspondence relating to Ferguson Park. They 

may become available at State Records in due course: DEC l089A/72, DEC 1089/72, DEC 

I 089/73, DEC 3383/73, NPW I 089/72. 
- GRG 134/1 NPW 219/72 (State Records) 
- South Australian Naturalist: v.54 No.4, June 1980. 
_ Ferguson Conservation Park Draft Management Plan: National Parks and Wildlife 

Service, 198 I. 
- Ferguson Conservation Park Management Plan: National Parks & Wildlife Service, 1984. 

- Friends of Ferguson Park Newsletters, 1-60 (Mortlock Library Periodicals). 

_ Records of Friends of Ferguson Park: SRG 420 (Mortlock Library). 

- Warburton, Elizabeth, 7i1e Paddocks Beneath: A history of Burnside from the beginning, 

Corporation of the City of Burnside, 1981 , pp.48-47,61-62. 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. PO. Bo.\ 152 

GLENS IDE. SA 5065 

OBJECTIVES 
The objcc li\'cs of the Society shall be: 

2. l lo arouse interest in and lo promote the study and discuss ion of 

Australian and South Australian hi story and in particula r. lhc history of 

the City of Burnside: 

2.2 lo promote the collection_ recording. preser,ali on and class ifica ti on of 

works. source material and artefacts of :tll kinds relating lo Ournside 

hi story: 
2.1 lo ass ist in the protection and preser\'ation of buildings. ,Yo rks and si tes 

of hi sto rica l significa nce in the City of Burnside: 

2.4 lo co-opera te wilh similar societies and other bodies th roughout 

Australi a: 
2.5 lo do a ll such other things as arc conduciYc or incidental lo the 

at Lai nmcnl of any of the above objectives. 

OFFICE 111•: AIU:RS FOR 1999 - 2000 
President: 
Responsible Office r: 
Vice-Presid ·11t : 
Secreta1·y: 
Treasurer: 
Committe ·: 

Newsletter Suh
CommiUec: 

Barbara Parker ( if 81 79 46 l :l) 

" " 
Elizabeth Rogers 
Elaine Smyth (if 8:D2 80 19) 

Richa rd House 
Edna Bayfield 
Ted Bayfield 
Bob Brewer 
John Clark 
Helen James 
John Love 
Margaret Sando 

Elizabeth Rogers ( ·di tor) 
Joy Batt 
Janet Clark (Dislri buli n organiser) 

Bob Brown (Distribu tion) 

Barbara Crompton 
Barbara Parke 

FRONT COVl•:R: Mount Loft)' from ' ool, Out Corner'. Source !flus /rated 

Afelbourne /'11.,1, 2-J. June 1864 (courtc y of Mount Lofty Branch of the National 

Trnst) . lncludcd in Robert Marlin. Under A/0111 11 /,ofiy: A hist01:v of the Stirling 

district in ,\'0 111/t , 111.1/ralin, District Co u11 ci I ol SI 11 ling 1996 ( 1987). p. 77. 
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