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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 
Thank you to all contributors who forwarded local history items. They are held 
over until the next issue due to inclusion in this Newsletter of reports from the 
President and Treasurer presented at the Annual General Meeting in April. 
Please tum to the inside back cover and "meet" our new Committee elected at the 
AGM. 

This Newsletter also contains details of our 1999 "weekend away". Many of our 
members may have been to the Barossa Valley before, butyou have never really 
travelled until you have been with the effervescent Richard House! So treat 
yourself to a weekend with a difference! 

Included also is a brochure Reflections of Yesterday - Visions for Tomorrow, the 
theme of the Fourth Biennial Eastern Regional Day Seminar on 25 September 
1999 and hosted by our Society. Members of other local historical societies will 
be joining us. We look fonvard to seeing our own members attend the Seminar, 
and enjoy the varied program, which includes bus tours, Morning Tea, Lunch and 
Afternoon Tea. A great day out! Please refer to the brochure for full details. 

Our President, Barbara Parker, is a person of many talents, including lawn 
bowls. Barbara' s skill in this sport was evident when she won the Beaumont 
Women's Championship trophy at the end of the season in March 1999. Her 
well-merited win proved that even relatively new bowlers can be successful as she 
has only been playing pennant bowls for four seasons. Congratulations, Barbara. 
(Watch for her in the Olympics!) 

The article Five Generations of Flour Millers in South Australia on p.12 of the 
March 1999 Newsletter incorrectly referred to "Roger Both" when, of course, we 
meant our member Ross Both. Our sincere apologies to Ross. 

Contributions to the Newsletter are invited. The deadline for the September 1999 
Newsletter is 14 August 1999. 

Elizabeth Rogers (Editor) 
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PROGRAM 1999 

The program for the remainder of 1999 is listed below. 

There are occasions, due to circumstances beyond everyone's control. 
when dates and/or speakers are changed from those publicised in an 
earlier Newsletter. Please check the program in each Newsletter. 

21 June 
Monday 

19 July 
Monday 

John McDouall Stuart 
Speakers: Valmai Hankel, Rare Books Librarian, State 
Library of S.A., and Colin Harris, Deputy Director, Dept. 
for the Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal Affairs. 

Valmai will provide an overview of Stuart and his life, 
while Colin examines in some detail Stuart's explorations 
in northern South Australia. 

Members of the John McDouall Stuart Society have been 
invited to join us on this occasion. 

Early Women Artists of the Burnside Area 
Speaker: Shirley Cameron Wilson, OAM 
Artist, author, lecturer, gallery guide and long-time 
resident of the Burnside area, Shirley is an ideal person 
to speak to us on the above topic. Her deep involvement 
and services to the arts was acknowledged with the recent 
award of the Order of Australia Medal . 

Please note that the date and topic for our July meeting as above, and 
not Sunday afternoon, 25 July, advertised in the previous Newsletter. 

16 August 
Monday 

They Became Nurses 
Speaker: Joan Durdin 
Joan commenced her training as a nurse in 1941, later 
lecturing and writing on nursing training. She will tell us of 
influences and changes in nursing from 1836 to 1999. 



29 August 
Sunday 
afternoon 

Meet at: 

Time: 

Cost of tour: 

Bookings: 

20 September 
Monday 

A Walk Around Colonel Light Gardens (with Residents ' 
Association members Christine Garnaut and Philip Knight, 
both of whom have done extensive research on the suburb.) 

Colonel Light Gardens has a long history. After World 
War I (when it was a military camp), it became prominent 
for its unique design as a garden suburb. Walk pamphlets 
will be available on the day. (Please see article in this 
Newsletter by Philip Knight giving background to the 
walk.) 

Mortlock Park (south-west corner of the suburb). 
(Enter from Springbank Road or Goodwood Road.) 
Meet at western side of the carpark, near the junction of 
Sturt Avenue and West Parkway. 
1.45 pm in time for our 2 pm tour. 
Length of walk: 2 kms 
Free. Afternoon Tea will be available in the nearby R.S.L. 
Hall after the walk. A donation is requested. 
Essential to Alan Cross If 8333 2748. 

The History of ''Attunga" 
Speaker: Barbara Crompton 
As a member of the Burnside Hospital Board, Barbara was 
involved in the publication of the History of Burnside 
Hospital. She will speak on the metamorphosis of Otto von 
Rieben ' s home, Attunga, to a community hospital. 

25 September Eastern Regional Seminar - hosted by our Society 
Saturday Please see enclosed separate brochure. 

18 October 
Monday 

An Historical Introduction to the Barossa 
Speaker: Don Ross 
Don has lived all his life in Tanunda, working as a mixed 
farmer. He is a prominent member of the Tanunda 
Historical Society. Don's talk will concentrate on the early 
establishment of the Barossa Valley, showing the different 
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15 November 
Monday 

influences of the German and English settlers . Members 
coming on our tour the following weekend (see next page) 
will enjoy meeting him again when he shows us around the 
Tanunda area by bus and foot. 

Smith Brothers - 80 Years On 
Speaker: Don Temby 
Don Temby is employed at the Aviation Museum, Brooklyn 
Park, where there is an exhibition on the Smith Brothers . 
In 1919, flying their Vickers Vimy plane, they won the 
first prize in the Britain-Australia air race. 

IDEAS FOR NEXT YEAR! 
The Committee is always interested to have suggestions from members 
regard!ng fu~ure acti~ties . Please let us know of any speakers or subjects 
you thmk might be enJoyable for inclusion in next year's program. Ideas for 
day excursions and week-end trips are also invited. Our Secretary Elaine 
Smyth 11 8332 8019 would like to hear from you . 

WELCOME 
The Burnside Historical Society welcomes the following new members since 
the last Newsletter (March 1999): Mary and John Bleby of Kensington; 
Ken Lawson of Burnside; Ella and Brian McLaren of Glenside; Helen 
Smith ofTeringie; June and Brian Ward of Leabrook. 

A PLEA! WHO WAS IT? 
A few months ago somebody left a roll of photocopies of old advertisements 
on my doorstep . Who was it? Could you please contact me on 
it 8379 9015. With thanks . Richard House 

The Burnside Historical Society meets at 8. 00 pm. in the Burnside 
Community Centre on the third Monday of each month unless notification 

is given of an alternative time or venue. 
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23 - 24 October Weekend trip to the Barossa 

Itinerary 
Saturday: 

Sunday: 

Cost: 

Bookings: 

TI1e area covered by this t1ip will be very concentrated 
compared with our normal weekends. TI1e emphasis will he 
on history but of course we will have a stop at a winery! 
At stopping points we will be hosted as usual by a number 
of 'locals' to give us an insight to their local history. 

Depa1t from Burnside at 8.30 am and d1ive via One Tree 
Hill to the sbo1t lived Barossa goldfields. TI1en to the whis
pe1ing wall of the Barossa reservoir and to Springton where 
the Herbig family sta1ted life in a hollow tree. A tour and 
lunch at the grand Collingrove homestead, home of John 
Howard Angas, and on to the English settlement of Angas
ton and the Cornish Penrice. Finally a visit to the fascinating 
old German cottage lived in by the Luhr' s family in Light 
Pass. For an exciting change our overnight accommodation 
will be in the converted railway carriages of the Tanunda 
Junction Motel with the evening meal in the Kaesler winery 
function room which is set in charming gardens. 
A German history day with bus tours and walks, concent
rating on Langmeil, Tanunda and the fascinating settlement 
of Bethany with its strip system (Hufendorf) of land 
allocation. We will visit the charming winery there and also 
a keg factory. On the way back to Adelaide we will see the 
site of Hoffuungsthal, a settlement which only lasted five 
years before it was flooded and had to be abandoned. 
We will be back in Adelaide by 6.30. 
$150 (+$30 single supp). This covers transport, overnight 
accommodation, all meals on Saturday, breakfast and 
afternoon tea on Sunday, all entrance fees and guide fees. 
For details of the full itinerary and expressions of interest 
please contact Richard House Tel 8379 9015. 
To secure a place a deposit of $50 ($25 non refimdable) will 
be required by the August meeting and full payment by the 
September meeting. 
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President's Annual Report 

19 April 1999 Annual General Meeting 
1998/99 

I have pleasure in presenting my fifth President's report to the 
Eighteenth Annual General Meeting of the Burnside Historical Society. 
The framework of measuring our activities against the Society's 
Objectives will be used again. 

'to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of 
Australian and South Australian history and in particular, the 
history of the City of Burnside' 

Ten monthly meetings with guest speakers were held during 
the year and as is our custom, recordings were made for lodgement in 
the Local History Collection of the Burnside Library. The system 
established last year to protect the copyright of the tapes and their 
contents is working well. Three meetings related to Burnside's history: 
Bishop Short of Beaumont; a fun quiz night with questions on South 
Australian and Burnside history, and a twilight visit to Magill. Six 
meeting topics were classified as South Australian history and two 
topics as general and Australian history. 

There were also three arranged visits to achieve this objective. 
The January meeting was a twilight visit to Penfolds Magill Estate, 
Grange Vineyard and Dr Rawson Penfold's Cottage. The second visit 
to the Aboriginal Section of the Museum followed a talk on the Lives 
and Skills of the Kaurna People of the Adelaide Plains. For the March 
meeting we visited the library of the Royal Geographical Society of 
South Australia to see Hidden Treasures on the Terrace_. A new 
venture during the year was a cosy dinner at the Waterfall Gully 
Restaurant which celebrated the 18th anniversary of the Society's 
formation. The highlight of the year's activities is always the weekend 
trip and this year 29 members and friends visited the mid-north during 
October. They enjoyed the special history focus presented by local 
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experts in Terowie, Jamestown and Gladstone which as usual 

enlightened and increased participants' understanding of the history of 

another part of our State. 
Support for this program is demonstrated by the large average 

attendance at meetings, although it fell a little to 56 compared with 63 

last year. Membership has again increased (by 6) and is now at our 

highest number of 189. 
We have not conducted guided walking tours this past year 

but promoted the concept of purchasing brochures from the Burnside 

Library. The Society's publications cover nine different areas, all 

researched by members. We also have a bus tour with commentary 

around the Council area and this was run for members in March. 

'to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification 
of works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to 

Burnside history' 
The major project at present is to research and document the 

history of all parks and gardens in the City of Burnside. This is a large 

project and we can report some progress thanks to several members 

who have worked on their research. We need other members to 

become involved and will be happy to provide induction to any who 

can donate some time. The project requires examination of records in 

the Council office as well as the Lands Titles Office. Deane Dinning is 

continuing as the Project Coordinator. 
An earlier project The Origins of Street Names in the City of 

Burnside has been revised by John Clark. Richard House has finished 

re-keying all the data and the final editing is now in hand. It will be 

published during the next year as a new edition. 

The Oral History Project - The War Years in Burnside: 1939 -

1945 is now running after a year spent in development, documenting 

procedures and training the 6 interviewers. A small collection of tapes 

is now being collected for lodgement in the Burnside Library. We 

have recently purchased new recording equipment, using some of the 

Council's Community Service Grant money. 
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;\s ~i new initiative members were asked if they were willing to 

work occasionally as volunteers in the Local History Collection of the 

Burnside Library and three members responded . 

The Newsletter continues as the Society's quarterly publication 

and its means of reporting meetings, visits, news and other relevant 

material. It is exchanged with some other societies and libraries. Our 

new Editor Elizabeth Rogers has introduced welcome changes and 

ideas and so the standard continues to improve. The continued support 

of all volunteer contributors and distributors is acknowledged and 

appreciated. 

'to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and 
sites of historical significance in the City of Burnside' 

The Wheal Watkins Historical Mine at Glen Osmond is the 

most significant site with which the Society is involved. This is the 

third year our guides have taken members of the public into the mines 

since the Council spent a considerable sum to upgrade their safety and 

reopen them to the public. Bookings are made through the Council 

office and tours are run once a month. Eighteen normal tours 

(including three different schools and one group of scouts) have been 

run in the last year for a total of 272 people. Special thanks are 

extended to John Clark, the Mine Guides Coodinator and to all the 

guides. Without them this local step back into history would not be 

possible. 
The Society continues to make recommendations to the Council 

for sites of historical significance in the district and for the wording on 

new plaques to mark them. We have also lodged a submission 

supporting the Millennium Project, and made representations to them 

concerning their local heritage policy. 

'to cooperate with similar societies and other bodies throughout 
Australia' 

Our society is hosting the Fourth Biennial Eastern Regional 

Day Seminar on 25 September 1999 and a small sub-committee is now 

working to organise the program. The theme is Reflections of 

Yesterday - Visions for Tomorrow, and we will follow the usual format 
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with a combined session in the morning and visits to the district ' s 

hi storical gems in the afternoon. 
The organisation of all our visits and trips relies on the 

information and support of the relevant local experts, historical 

societies and National Trust Branches. 

Administration 
We were very sad to mark the death in July of Dr Roger 

Angove, our first President from 1980 - 1982. 
I was awarded Honorary Life Membership at the dinner last 

August and appreciate and recognise the honour. 
Our occupational health and safety policy and procedures and 

audit checklists control the way the Society's activities are conducted 

and are subject to an annual review. 

Acknowledgements: 
Special thanks for services to the Society are extended to: 
the General Committee for continuing commitment, 
Deane Dinning retiring Vice President, 
Wendy McGuffog retiring Committee member, 
Ted Bayfield amplification and recording of 

meetings, 

Janet Clark, Rosemary Symons supper. 

Newsletter: 
Elizabeth Rogers, Joy Batt, 
Barbara Crompton, Barbara Parker scribes, 
Janet Clark and Bob Brown distribution and postage, 
thirteen members who hand deliver Newsletters. 

Barbara Parker President 
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Treasurer's Annual Report 
19 April 1999 Annual General Meeting 1998/99 

The accounts show a profit of $839 for general operating expenses, 
leaving us with an increased general accumulated reserve $3,165 . In 
addition the profit from running the mines tours bas increased the mines 
rese1ve by $279 to $2,619. 

Apa1t from the loss of $135 .25 on the running of the trips and the 
inaugural society dinner, there were a number of unusual expenses: 

• $640 was spent on a new top quality slide projector (after trade in of 
the previous projector). Speakers have sometimes requested a 
carousel rather than the magazine type of projector that we 
previously had and it was felt necessary to make this upgrade. 

• $1319 was spent on tape recording equipment for the Oral Histo1y 
Project. As this is a project that will continue for many years it was 
felt desirable to have the correct type of equipment rather than having 

to borrow or hire. Council grants of $1155 went a long way towards 
this amount but the balance of $183 was made up from society funds . 

• $58 was spent by Bob McGuffog who very kindly made a cupboard 
for the storage of equipment in the Commllll.ity Centre loWige. 

• $50 was donated to the Cancer FoWidation in mem01y of our foWid-
ation President Dr Roger Angove who died during the year. 

Grants have been a significant help, and our thanks go to the Council for 
assisting with a number of projects for which we still have $665.93 
reserved as follows: Newsletter $258, Street Names project $280.80, 
Parks and Gardens project $27.13, Plaques Reprint project $100. 

The auditor has recommmeded two changes in accoWiting procedures: 

• As a result of the major purchases of the slide projector $640 and the 
tape recorder $1319 these are now recorded as assets of the society 
thus holding a capital value that will be depreciated annually. 

• The outstanding components of Council grants are now recorded as a 
rese1ve rather than as cmTent liabilities. An adjustment of$ I 53. 97 is 
shown on the attached figures to accommodate this change. 

Richard House 
9 



Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 31st March 1999 

1997/98 

$1,076.00 

$738.00 

$24.00 

$349.45 

$58.29 

($231.52) 
$20.00 

$90.55 

$8.00 

$23.00 

$305.15 

$400.00 

$0.00 

$5.15 

$2,866.07 

$315.20 
$257.23 
$236.79 
$170.86 

$82.00 

$50.76 
$378.00 

$37.50 

$20.00 

$50.00 

$0.00 

$305.15 

$400.00 

$39.00 

$5.15 

$0.00 

$2,347.64 

$518.43 

$168.98 
$349.45 

Income 

Subs 98/99(Single) 

Subs 98/99 (Family) 

Subs 97/98 (Single) 

Profit on mines tours 

Profit (Loss) on day tours and dinner 

Profit (Loss) on weekend tour 
Profit on guided walks and bus toms 

Bank interest 

Sundry Sales - glasses etc 

Donations received 

Council Grant for Newsletter 

Council Grant for Street Names project 

Council Grant for Parks and Gardens project 

Council Grant for Oral History project 

Total income 

Expenses 
Printing and Stationery 

Telephone and postage and PO Box 
Use of hall and other meeting fees 
Supper costs and purchase of cups 

Subscriptions to others 

Bank charges 

Insurance 

Gifts 

Tapes and equipment 

Donation in memory of Roger Angove 

Society records/photos 

Newsletter expenses 

Street Names project 

Parks and Gardens project 

Oral History project 

Depreciation 

Total expenses 

Surplus (Deficit) forJhe year 

Transfer to General Accumulated Funds 
Transfer to Mines Account Reserve 
Transfer to Council Grant Reserve 

10 

1998/1999 

$1,152.00 

$792.00 

$12.00 

~279. 7() 

($54.00) 

($81.25) 

$0.00 

$75.81 

· $l5.00 
$126.00 

$420.00 

$(>5.Q0 
$30.00 

$785.00 

$3,617.26 

$95.09 
$2ll-l8 
$3iMo 
$124.84 

·· .. $.s.2.99 
$59.27 

$389;0() 

$2T95 
$45,4.0 
$$0.00 
$0.0() 

$2'76,85 
$19.2() 

$2,.87 

$19,85 

$118,00 

$1,832;00 

$1,785.26 

$839.63 

$279. 70 
$665.93 

') 

,) 

1997/98 Balance Sheet 1998/1999 
General Accumulated funds 

$1,337.41 As at I st April 1998 $2,326.29 
$988. 88 SuqJlus (Deficit) for the year $839.63 

$2,326 29 IAs at 31st March 1999 $3,165.92 

Mines Account Reserve 
$1,990.29 As at I st April 1998 $2,339.74 

$349.45 Surplus (Deficit) for the year $279. 70 
$2,339.74 !As at 31st March 1999 $2,619.44 

Council Grants Reserve 
As at I st April 1998 $819. 90 

Surplus (Deficit) for the year ($153.97) 

IAs at 31st March 1999 (see Treasurer's Report) $665,93 

$4,666.03 I TOTAL $6,451.29 

Members equity is made up from 
Current Assets 

$2,339.75 Cash at bank as at 31/3/99 $2,313.01 
$2,506.28 South Aussie Bonds $2,506.28 
$4,846.03 Total Current Assets $4,819.29 

Non Current Assets 
Equipment purchase during the year ( depreciated) $1,841.00 

Total Non Current Assets $1,841.00 

Current liabilities 

Subs 99/2000 (Single) $132.00 

Subs 99/2000 (Family) $90.00 
$108.00 Subs 98/99 (Single) 

$72.00 Subs 98/99 (Family) 

Eastern Regional Seminar prepayments ($13.00) 
$180.00 Total liabilities $209.00 

$4,666.03 I TOTAL EQUITY $6;451.29 

AUDITOR'S STATEMENT 
l have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical Society lnc. 
The Balance Sheet and accompanying Statement oflncome and Expenditure present a 
true and fair view of the Society's affairs as at 31st March 1999, according to the books, 
records and information submitted to me. David Rogers 
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The First Burnside Council Chamber 

Speech given by the President, Barbara Parker, al the unveiling of the plaque 
commemorating the first Council Chamber by Mayor Alan Taylor on 28 February 

1999. The Ven. Conrad Patterson of St David's Burnside spoke on the next chapter 
in the building's history after the church bought the property in 1959. The church 

provided champagne and nibbles after the ceremony to celebrate the occasion. 

The first meeting of the District Council of Burnside was held on 19 
August 1856 at the Green Gate Inn, Greenhill Road, Tusmore (later 
named Linden Park). Four members were present and they resolved 
that Dr CR Penfold be chairman, a position he held for less than I year. 

Meetings continued there for 18 months until the Green Gate Inn 
closed, after which they met in a room in a private home. This 
arrangement continued for over IO years until Council resolved to buy 
2 ½ acres of land on Burnside Road (renamed Glynburn Road in 1964) 
for Council rooms. The cost was £ I 00. Councillor George Soward, an 
architect, was Chairman at the time and he drew the plans and 
supervised the building construction gratuitously. 

The first meeting was held in this chamber on 27 December 1869. It 
is not easy to read the minutes of early Council meetings - usually one 
page long in copperplate hand-writing. The predominate business was 
building roads (thus they contain the names of those tendering for the 
work, successful contractors and the prices of road metal). 

A small number of letters are recorded including one on 13 June 1870 
from Mr Fogg, a teacher, asking about leasing the Council room for a 
school. At the next Council meeting 2 weeks later (27/6/1870) there 
were petitions supporting the school at Burnside and Mr Fogg's 
appointment. Council agreed to a one year lease at a rental of 1/- a 
year. Mr Fogg wrote 2 more letters six months later for the Council 
meeting on 12 December 1870. Council supported Mr Fogg's 
application to the Board of Education for his school at Burnside and 
also agreed to his request to install a water closet on Council pr~perty. 

12 

In 1865 this was a rural area - there were only 215 homes in the district 
and 1472 people centred in villages (Magill, Burnside, Eastwood etc.). 
By 1891 the number of homes had increased to 1,123, the population 
to 6,185 and there were a few industries . Some are still operating such 
as Coopers Brewery, Bennett's Pottery and Dunstan's Quarry. 
By 1909 the Council area was still rural but before and after World 
War I there was great expansion for housing. 

In the following years the government delegated more and more work 
to Councils. This Council had to employ more staff including 
professional people - for example a building surveyor and a civil 
engineer were both appointed in 1923. 

By 1916 Council realised that larger accommodation would soon be 
needed and they bought 4 ½ acres on the corner of Greenhill and 
Portrush Roads in Tusmore. This original building served for nearly 
60 years as the Council's headquarters, until they moved to the first 

stage of the new civic centre in 1928. 

The Council's pound opened in 1880 and after 1928 this building 
became the residence of the pourid keeper. 

The interior of the old Council Chamber was restored in 1981 
following a successful appeal for funds. At the appeal launching 
ceremony, Mayor Coralie Soward read a delightful letter from Mrs 
Gwen Dalziel. She was a relative of the pound keeper and described 
the 5 years she spent as a child living in a house where the church now 
stands, then the quarters at the back of the Council chamber. She used 
to play in the Council office after school. 

References: 
Council Minutes, Microfiche, Local History Collection, City of Burnside Library. 
D. Coleman (ed), The First Hundred Years: a history of Burnside in South Australia, 

Corporation of the City of Burnside, 1956. 
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Hidden Treasures on the Terrace 
March meeting visits on 15 and 29 March 1999 

Members who visited the I ibrary of the Royal Geographical Society of South 
Australia Inc. were enthralled as Librarian Valerie Sitters showed some of its 
treasures . This private library contains over 25,000 volumes and is located 
in the State Library building on North Terrace, providing public access. 

The Australian Society was established in 1883 and the South Australian 
Branch has run as a separate entity since 1885. At first it was involved in 
exploration and from its establishment began collecting books, atlases, 
pictures and artefacts. Other activities remain publications and public 
education. The library received a big boost in 1905 when it purchased the 
York Gate Library (6,500 books) of Stephen W Silver, a shipping merchant 
from London. Most of the items shown to us were from this collection. 

The oldest atlas displayed was Ptolemy's Geographia Di published in 
I 482. Much of the world was still unexplored and the belief was that there 
was a large land mass in the southern hemisphere (Terra Australis) to 
balance the north. Other atlases shown included one 400 years old by a 
Flemish cartographer (invaluable for family research) and the Zee Atlas - a 
maritime atlas complete with rhomb lines, published in 1650. Another series 
by de Bri had historical drawings of animals and birds supporting the atlas. 
We were told of problems with industrial espionage, as maps of discovery 
were printed and in some cases smuggled out to other rival countries. 

Items from a section on Australia contained wonderful drawings of wild 
life, plants and writers' first impressions of new lands discovered. Included 
in that group were Flinders's voyage to Terra Australis; Nicolas Baudin / 
Matthew Flinders meeting; the Journal of John White (1790); Birds of 
Australia Vol. I by JW Lewin ( 1808) with stories about why only 6 copies 
exist; Tortoises and Terrapins by Edward Leer. There were also 
unpublished watercolours by George French Angus painted in Rio de Janeiro 
in 1846. Another gem was an original first edition of Wild Flowers of South 
Australia by Fanny de Mole, published in 1861 and dedicated to Bishop 
Augustus Short. 

The library's collection includes over 200 original manuscripts (diaries 
and letters) on exploration, as well as photographs and artefacts. One shown 
included a very early proposal to settle South Australia (published 1718), but 
the Dutch were not interested! Coulthard's water canister was a poignant 
reminder of hard times. His last message was scratched on its side. 
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THE DISCOVERY BUS TRIP AROUND BURNSIDE 
Sunday 28th March 1999 

On this sunny Sunday afternoon Richard House took us in the commUll
ity bus to some of the grand old estates of Burnsid~, c~ncentr~ting on 
those along the hills face where the original house 1s still standmg. 

The first visit was to Glenside Hospital. Here we learned that the clock 
011 the tower had sta1ted life on the 01iginal GPO in the city and that the 
patients had at one time engaged in the culture of silk wom~s. Tue~ on 
to Benacre along Glen Osmond Road. Once a large house 111 beautiful 
grounds, this was the Irnme of John Lewis at the begim~ng of the 1900s. 
One of his many successful children was Essington Lewts. General 
Manager of BHP and Director General of Munitions in WW II. 

We then saw Highfield which sta1ted as a bluestone villa but which n~w 
has a Georgian character, and where Austin Hewitt pioneered domestic 
electricity in 1898. Nearby was Wootton Lea (Seymour College) two of 
whose famous owners were Francis Faulding (F.H. Faulding & Co) and 
George Fowler (G.S. Fowler). Then on to Sunnyside in Beaumont 
which sta1ted life as a single storey, later had a second storey added but 
is now back again to one. George Fowler's son James lived here for a 
while. After that to Gleeville the home of the Cleland family for many 
years and via the Common to Beaumont House. After the residency 
of Bishop Short (see Bishop Short of Beaumont by Mary Eleby Vol 19, 
No I), the most famous owner was Sir Samuel Davenport. 

Other properties that we saw along the hills face were Kurralta which is 
one of the oldest houses in the state, Chiverton which is now St Peters' 
Girls School and Clifton which is buried in the trees at Stonyfell. An 
afternoon tea was provided by Pepper Street Gallery in Magill and we 
then traced back to the Burnside Community Centre passing the original 
Council Chambers next to St David's Church and the old estates of 
Hazelwood, Linden and Tusmore . 

Richard House 
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AN INTRODUCTJON TO THE GENEALOGY AND 

HERALDRY SOCIETY 
Meeting, 19 April 1999 

A,ndrew Peake, a member of our Society, is also actively involved in the 

C,enealogy Society, established in South Australia for over 20 years. 

Meetings betw~en Andre':, with an interest in family history, and Dr 

Th~ma~ Reed, mterested m heraldry, led to the formation of the above 

society m 1973._ Membership has grown from 50 to the present 3,000. 

1n 1986 the S~c1ety published four volumes of the Biographical Index of 

South Australians 1 ~36-1885, a work which began in 1980. These volumes 

became a good startm_g_ point _for those interested in family history, especially 

for people whose fam1hes amved in the State in the first 50 years Ho 
th Ind · . wever, 

e ex Is only a guide "not a gospel". Additions and corrections were 

added in two further volumes . 

The housing o~the Society's library became necessary - first at Kadina, then 

Kent Town; Hmdmarsh Square; and Forestville. 1988 saw the purchase of 

the former Unley Institute. 

The_ most rec~t p_roject has been the indexing of death and marriage 

cei:tificates; ~•rth mdexes have been inadequate - interstate indexes have had 

a_httle m~re mformation. The work started in 1992 and by 1998, 471,000 

birth entnes were indexed on CD Rom (up to 1906). In the last few years 

the greatest change in family history has been computer technology. There is 

an enormous amount of information available on the internet. The Mom10n 

Chu~ch has been ~terested in family history for years. Their indexing of 

baptisms and mamages from church registers has been a great boon for 

researchers. 

Burnside Historic~) Society members may like to note the following details. 

~ual ~emb~rsh1p of the Genealogy and Heraldry Society is $38. A 

~ournal 1s pubhs?ed q~arterly. There are monthly meetings of special 

mterest groups, mcludmg Germany; Midlands; West Country; North of 

England; Scotland, and Computer Interest. Andrew has published Sources 

for South Australian History (second edition). 

Joy Batt 
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VISrT TO WEST TERRACE CEMETERY 

Sunday, 2 May 1999 

We were very fo,tunate to have our State Historian, Dr Rob Nicol, guide us 

around the West Terrace cemetery. His historical knowledge and extensive 

research provided a wonderful background to our tour. He told us that 

Colonel Light's choice for the area as a cemetery in his 183 7 plan was not a 

particularly appropriate one, as there is a high water table which has caused 

many problems in later years . 

Rob explained the symbolism of the monuments, particularly the elaborate 

ones of the nineteenth century. - the classical urns emanating from the 

ancient Roman symbol of death. Drapery was a symbol of mourning, and 

the anchor and cross depicted security in the hope of an afterlife. Doves 

were popular as a symbol of peace. Angels were frequently depicted 

sprinkling flowers on a grave, and/or pointing upwards to the better life. 

Marble for the early monuments was imported from Italy, as it was a quarter 

of the cost of the local material. Iron railings were produced in South 

Australia, and slate from Mintaro was used. The most endurable material is 

granite, as it is impervious to weather. Religious divisions were evident with 

separate burial areas for Anglicans, Quakers, Jews, Catholics, etc. 

Graves of some notable historical figures included Charles Cameron 

Kingston and Rev. James Way, the first Bible Christian minister in the 

colony, whose son was Sir Samuel Way, later Chief Justice. We also saw 

the grave of Governor Sir Dominic Daly, the only State Governor to die in 

office. Other monuments of note were those of the composer Percy Grainger 

and his mother Rose. 111e monument to Georgianna Thomasina Desvignes

Poole gave a graphic reminder of the remarkably varied background of 

South Australia's pioneers, when we read that her grandparents were 

guillotined with Louis XVI, King of France.There is also an area for the 

destitute and stillborn, and a military cemetery. In the latter all the 

monuments are the same, no matter what rank, as they all made the same 

sacrifice for their country. 

The vast size of West Terrace cemetery was a surprise for many of us, and 

we left some areas unexplored for another visit . Wendy McGuffog 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT IN THE EASTERN SUBURBS 
Monday 17 May 1999 

lt was an evening of nostalgia for those of us able to remember a long 
way back as Dr John Radcliffe outlined our public transport history from 
the early days of spring carts to our present day bus system. 

I erew up near Kensington Gardens, the 40 acre piece of land 9riginally 
acquired by William Goodman (later Sir) on behalf of the Municipal 
Tramways Trust as a gift from the owners of Piles Paddock who had 
wanted the tram line to be extended to the area. In early days the MTT 
sought to attract passengers by providing inducements at tram 
terminuses. In the park they built a bandstand for the tramways brass 
band, and established tennis courts and beautiful flower gardens. People 
made special trips by tram for tennis, or to see the flowers and listen to 
the music. I loved to see the flowers there when I was taken for walks, 
and also the old pensioned-off tram horses which grazed in the park. 

In the 1920s people were driving their cars rather than journeying by 
tram to enjoy the pleasures at Kensington Gardens and other terminuses, 
such as Semaphore, and the band was discontinued. 

Dr Radcliffe took us back to the days of the 1850s when there were so 
many private coach operators ( of whom the I icencee of the Rising Sun 
Hotel at Kensington was one of the first) carrying passengers in the 
Eastern Suburbs that the Kensington and Norwood Council appointed an 
'Inspector of Licensed Vehicles'. 

Horse trams (not to exceed 8 m.p.h.) came into use from 1875 onwards. 
Tramlines were laid and the first trams were ordered from New York, 
both single and double deckers. Some were later built at Marryatville 
and elsewhere. The first line opened was to Kensington in 1878. In due 
course in the 1880s, lines were extended as far as Glen Osmond, Magill 
and Burnside. ln the 1890s bicycles became popular and reduced the 
patronage or trams considerably. 

When electric trams were introduced from 1908 onwards, the horse 
tracks had to be dug up and replaced, as they were unsuitable for the new 
trams. Trolley buses replaced some trams in about 1937. 

Dr Radcliffe enlivened his talk with amusing anecdotes and lots of 
pictures and a display of artifacts. A fascinating evening for all! 

Rosemary Brown. 
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AUGUST WALK - COLONEL LIGHT GARDENS. 
A hosted w alk of Colonel Light Gardens will be held on 
Sund y 29 August 1999 commencing at 2pm for the Burnside 
Historical Society. The walk will commence from the corner of 
Sturt Ave and West Parkway, Co/one/ Light Gardens. 

Co/one/ Light Gardens is regarded as Australia's best example 
of a "Garden Suburb". The entire Suburb is on the Interim List 
of the Register of the National Estate cJnd, at the time of 
writing, is being considered for declaration as a State Heritage 
Area. 

So what is so special about Co/one/ Light Gardens? Most 
people have their stories of getting lost in Co/one/ Light 
Gardens. However the suburb was designed in 191 7 not to 
confuse motorists but to showcase the comprehensive town 
planning principles and create "a model supurb". 
Garden Suburbs were designed with the following 
characteristics: 
• the suburb was to have it's own distinct physical and social 

identity and be situated in a park-like setting, 
• /and use zoning with residential, commercial and 

community use zones, 
• residential zones which were not socially segregated 

comprising single detached dwellings varied in design to 
avoid monotony, having ample yard space front and back, 

• public open space with a hierarchy of parks including 
internal reserves, 

• classification of roads into a functional hierarchy including 
curved roads and rounded street corners based on a 
curvilinear symmetrical design. 

Co/one/ Light Gardens has all of these characteristics and 
more. The Thousand Homes Scheme of 1924 and the use of 
the site for the WW 1 Mitcham Army Camp contribute to the 
historic significance of the area. 

Come and enjoy a pleasant 2.5 hours in this special suburb. A 
free 24 page illustrated walk brochure is provided courtesy of 
Mitcham Council. 

Members of the Co/one/ Light Gardens Historical Society will 
host the walk. Your questions are encouraged. 

Philip Knight, Secretary, Colonel Light Gardens Historical Society Ph.8277 2595 
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BEAUMONT COMMON: the land. 

In the newsletter of this society of March 1999, Alan Cross wrote an account of 
the history of The Common. To continue the story let us look back again to 1838 
and try to envisage this whole area as virgin land. Edward Burton Gleeson 
became the first owner farmer of Section 296 in 1838. He felled some hundreds 
of trees and understorey plants from this part of the Black Forest, an extensive 
woodland of Grey Box,[ or Peppermint], with specimens of SA Bluegum, 
clothing the plains and foothills from Burnside, south-west to the Sturt River. 

It must have been a beautiful vista of gentle slopes covered with natural grasses, 
Kangaroo and Wallaby, with Stipa and others. Sunlight, filtering through the tall 
trees, illuminated a lower storey of Golden Wattle, Kangaroo Thorn and Round
leafed Wattle and Hop bushes with their orange lanterns and the white blossom 
of Bursaria and then to the ground where grew drifts of smaller shrubs like 
Goodenia, Convolvulus, Wahlenbergia, Dianella and many more. So much we 
have lost. 

There are still vestiges of these plants to be found in Burnside and especially on 
the Common. Some trees remain but the understorey plants have been largely 
destroyed. It is miraculous that on the Common there can be found a few 
remnants which still survive. 

In his book Pre-European Vegetation of Adelaide, Darrell N.Kraehenbuehl gives 
details from original literature and photographs illustrative of the Common as it 
could have appeared originally. Sir John Cleland listed plants, still existing in 
the 1940s. Sometime after that when the Council took over the management of 
the Common and mowing began, the plants were lost. However the current 
Manager of Parks has initiated a programme to restore the area along the small 
creek to its original flora . Some areas have been removed from watering 
and mowing, and that has led to considerable regrowth. 

Barbara Crompton 
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B URNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY JNC. P .O. Box 152 
GLENSIDE, S.A. 5065 

OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the Society shall be: 
2.1 to arouse in1crc tin and lo promote the study and discussion of 

Austra lian and South Australian history and in particular, the history of 
the City of Burnside: 

. 2 to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of 
works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside 
history: 

2. ::i lo assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites 
of historical significance in the City of Burnside; 

2.4 to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout 
Australia; 

2.5 Lo do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the 
a 11 a i11ment of any of the above objectives. 
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FRONT COVER: North Terrace, Adelaide, looking east, and showing the 
South Australian Hotel. A horse tram waits for passengers at its city terminus 
opposite Bank Street. Source: Christopher Steele, From Omnibus to 0-Bahn, 
Australian Electric Traction Association, Nonvood, 1986, inside cover (undated). 




