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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK
The Newsletter Committee sincerely thanks those many members who have
expressed their appreciation of the increased local history content in our
Sept.;:mber Newsletter.

PROGRAM 1999

Of course, in order to maintain our response to the previous requests for .
"more articles on local history", we do depend on contributions from
members! The Newsletter Committee is capable and willing, but only small in
personnel, most of whom are also involved in other aspects of the Society's
work. Therefore, we invite members to send in contributions on local history
(family, locality, property or other appropriate topic) - a page or two is
sufficient. The articles do not have to be typed - and we only require fairl
legible writing! (We can do any necessary "tidying up" in the editing pro css.)
Or you may like to submit a relevant newspaper or magazine cutting. And
comments, suggestions, ideas, etc. for topics are always welcome.
The history of any locality is the experiences of all the residents, not only
those whose roots are from the early days, but also those who are mol'e
recent arrivals. We would like to hear about your local reminisc nc s.

18 January
Monday

Visit to Pen/olds Magill Estate, "Grange" Vineyard,
Cellars Winery, and Dr. Rawson Penfold's Cottage
Our 1999 program gets off to an exhilarating start with this
special twilight event. We will have a conducted tour,
including a visit to the historic cottage, an inspection of the
original wine vats, and the old maturation cellars where we
will be able to view (only!) a bottle of every vintag.! of the
Grange Hermitage. Cameras permitted.

Time:
Meet at:

The tour commences at 6.30 pm sharp. Please be punctual.
We will meet at the steps by the end of the driveway off
78 Penfold Road, Magill (between Kensington Road and the
Parade) . Park cars to the left at the end of the main driveway.
Do arrive in sufficient time for our 6.30 pm tour.

Visit length:

The tour lasts about one hour, and costs $5 per person.
For those who book to stay on for a light supper after
the tour, Penfolds will provide cheese, biscuits and a glass of
wine in the Tasting Cellar, at an extra charge of $6.00 per
person. All costs to be paid in advance. (See below.)
Additional wine may be purchased at $3.00 per glass on the
night. (Cellar Door sales will be available for those who wish
to use this facility.) The visit will conclude at 8.30 pm by
which time we must vacate the Tasting Cellar.

Bookings:

Essential to Alan Cross 118333 2748.
When you ring Alan, please advise if you are booking for
the tour only or tour and supper. Penfolds require these
details well ahead for staff rostering and catering purposes .

Cost:

Tour only - $5 per person. As mentioned above, there is an
additional cost of $6 for those members who book to stay
for supper. Payment in advance ($5 tour only or $11 tour
and supper) to Richard House (PO Box 152, Glenside SA
5065) as soon as possible, and no later than 11 January,
1999, but please book first with Alan Cross 11 8333 2748.
Bookings and payment cannot be taken on the night.

We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter, and that you may consider
contributing to the next issue. The deadline for the March 1999 Newsletter is
22 February 1999.

Elizabeth Rogers
Editor
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15 February
Monday

Bishop Short of Beaumont
Speaker:
Mary Bleby
Bishop Short, who built the original Beaumont House, spent
many of his early S.A. years in the Burnside district.
Mary Bleby is the wife of Rev. Canon John Bleby, a past
rector of Saint David's Church, Burnside. She therefore
has a wide knowledge of the district, and the life of Bishop
Short. As well as being involved in public speaking,
Mary is also a tour guide at St. Peter's Cathedral, and
performed and directed for years with the Burnside Players .

15 March
Monday

Hidden Treasures on the Terrace
The library of the Royal Geographical Society of S.A. ,
State Library, North Terrace, has a remarkable collection of
geographical and historical interest dating from 1482 . It
includes superb atlases, maps, and manuscripts as well as a
fascinating collection of relics of Australian exploration. Our
tour guide will be Valerie Sitters, the Society 's Librarian.

Time:

The tour will commence at 6 pm. However, the State
Library's Coffee Shop will be available from 5 pm
for coffee and snacks prior to the tour. Please advise when
booking (see below) if you are interested in this option.

Cost:

The tour is free. Refreshments (as mentioned above)
prior to the tour are at your own expense.

Bookings:

Essential - and to Elaine Smyth, 1t 8332 8019,
by 8 March. Numbers are limited to 30.

Meet at:

Upon receipt of your telephone booking, Elaine will post you
a map showing details of where to meet.

28 March
Sunday

All Aboard for a Discovery Bus Trip Around Burnside
Discover some of the gems of our own local history in a bus
tour led by the Society's own guide extraordinaire, Richard
House. Our tour includes a visit to the Burnside Council's
community studio, the attractive Pepper Street Gallery,
Magill, where a Devonshire Afternoon Tea will be served.
cont.over
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Meet at:
Cost:
Bookings:

19 April
Mom..ay

1.45 pm in the carpark adjacent to the Burnside Community
Centre. The bus will depart at 2 pm sharp.
$5 per person (including Afternoon Tea).
Essential - and to Richard House 'It 8379 9015.
Early bookings are advisable as numbers are limited.
Payment to Richard in advance by 15 March.

Annual General Meeting (short) followed by
Changes in Pharmacy - from the Ancient Greeks to 1999.
Speaker: Charles Grimes
Charles has lived and worked in the Burnside area for over 4
decades, having had his own pharmacy at Linden Park for 35
years. He was a partner in the "Village Pharmacy" for a
considerable period, and also worked in the Methadone
Clinic, Adelaide. He now divides his time between Lindsay
Allan's Pharmacy at Burnside Village, and doing relief work.
Charles will speak about changes in pharmacy from the time
of the ancient Greeks to the present day. His talk will include
the rapid acceleration of changes since the 1950s; the
influence of Government and commercial forces in the altered
role of the pharmacist; women in pharmacy; and the future?

-..,.

Please note the following dates in your diary. The March Newsletter will
announce topics and speakers for the remainder of 1999, together with
information about other day excursions and the weekend trip.
Monday evening
17 May (Public Holiday)
21 June
Sunday afternoon
18 or 25 July
Monday evening
16 August
20 September
18 October
15 November

3C 3C 3C X

1/)

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held at 8.00 pm. in the
Burnside Community Centre on the third Monday of each month unless
notification is given of an alternative time or venue.
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WELL KNOWN NAMES FROM JAMESTOWN
Monday, 21 September 1998

Barbara Parker - Life Member
A happy announcement at the Anniversary Dim1er on 14th August was
that the Committee have elected Barbara Parker a Life Member of the
society as a token of appreciation for the work that she has performed
over a period of twelve years. Barbara was then presented with a newly
designed Life Membership Certificate which incorporates our new
letterhead.
Barbara joined January 1987 and immediately became a regular attendee
of the meetings and outings. Already showing her talents, she was
elected Editor of the Newsletter in 1991 and continued iu that role until
March this year when she ceased to be Editor but continued as an
author. lu 1991 she was also elected to the Committee and has been
President since 1994.
fu 1995 she was instrumental in the completion of the publication of the
Record Burnside plaques, completing the work that had been started by
David Reid. The next year she initiated the Oral History project which
is still in its early days. She has also played a prnminent role in the
introduction of Occupational Health and Safety standards and
procedures for the society.
fu addition she has played a prominent role representing the society at
conferences and meetings, plus many hours spent liaising with the
Burnside Council, preparing responses on behalf of the society and
submissions for grants. At the same time she has continued as a regular
attendee of the meetings and outings.
Many thanks Barbara for all the work that you have done for us, and
congratulations on achieving Life Membership .
Richard House
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Barbara Parri was an enthusiastic speaker on her home town of Jamestown at
our September meeting. A number of Jamestown residents came to Adelaide
to lend her their moral support, and to meet our members, as many of the local
people will be helping us to appreciate their town and the surrounding area
when we visit on 17-18 October.
Jamestown, in the Hundred of Belalie, was surveyed in 1871 by Sir James
Fergusson, Governor of South Australia from 1869-1873,. who gave his name
to the town.
The following are a selection of the well known "household" names mentioned
by Barbara:
An early doctor was John Cockburn, later knighted when he was a Liberal
Federalist politician. He became Premier of South Australia in 1889, and
returned to Britain in 1898 where he died in 1929.
Raphael Cilento (to be knighted for his services to medicine) was born in
Jamestown in 1893; Alfred Haigh of chocolate fame born in Jamestown in
1879; M.S. McLeod (tyres) was a local boy who had five cycle shops by the
age of 26; R.M. Williams (clothing) born near Jamestown in 1908 had the
very commendable motto throughout his life ''Never hate, always be
trustworthy"; Thomas Edmonds (singer) was born in Peterborough in 1934;
and E.T. Both born at Caltowie in 1909 invented the iron lung, the humid crib
and the electronic scoreboard.
The South Australian Farmers ' Union began in Jamestown in 1888. In that
year Hubert Wilkins was born at Mount Bryan. He was a renowned explorer
to the Arctic 1913-1917 and to the Antarctic 1920-22 and again in 1933-39.
Jamestown has honoured his memory with the local airport named after him.
Barbara, with her infectious admiration for the district and its inhabitants,
inspired a few more Burnside Historical Society members to join the group to
the mid-north in October.
Joy Batt
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WEEKEND TRIP TO THE MID-NORTH
17 and 18 October 1998

Following a delicious afternoon tea in the Terowie Institute, (see front cover
of this Newsletter), we explored the town (via bus - still much too hot for
walking), absorbing the evidence of earlier days.

Our group left Burnside at 8.30 am on Saturday, 17 October, on a very hot
morning, which was to get even hotter! The morning tea stop at the
beautifully restored Riverton Railway Station was therefore more than u~ually
welcome. The station truly reflects the grandeur of the era when railways
reigned supreme.
Because of the very unpleasant heat, our planned walking tour around the
delightful town of Mintaro was changed to a bus trip, which highlighted the
town's historic charter shaped by two important mining industries in
nineteenth century South Australia. In the 1840s and 1850s, Mintaro became
an early staging point for transporting copper from Burra to Port Wakefield,
and from 1860 onwards the little town was, and is, South Australia's leading
producer of high quality slate.
We noted the contrast between the modest houses at Mintaro, and the
"princely" residence of Martindale Hall. This mansion was built by Edmund
Bowman junior in 1879/80 at a cost of 30,000 pounds inherited from the vast
wealth his forebears had created. His golden years of pursuing a lifes,yle
befitting a "country squire" of wealth and property lasted only a decade. Then
debt and drought forced him to relinquish Martindale, which became the
property of the Mortlock family. In 1965 John Mortlock, the last of the family
line, willed the residence and sundry property to the University of Adelaide.
Lunch at the charming John Smith's Cafe at.Mintaro provided a welcome and
relaxing respite from the heat.
Then on to the "time warp" unique town ofTerowie, formerly a major supply
centre for the developing areas to the north and north east in the days of horse
and bullock teams. Later it really became the "hub of the north" when it was
the centre for transfer of passengers and goods from one railway gauge to
another until 1969. The major part of Terowie comprises structures built in
the nineteenth century, and they still retain most of the features of the original
construction. (In 1985 Terowie was designated a Historic Town by the
Department of Environment and Planning.)
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And we experienced a most unusual Terowie phenomenon - rain!
A beautiful cloud scene and lovely sunset greeted us at Jamestown, where we
booked into various very comfortable accommodation venues. Later we
gathered together at the Belalie Brook restaurant for a superb feast, to be
joined by members of the local community.
A cooler and more comfortable Sunday morning saw us on a guided bus tour
of Jamestown, with morning tea by the creek. After an inspection of the
National Trust Museum (housed in the old railway station built in 1885), we
left for our picnic lunch among the tranquillity of Bundaleer Forest, in the hills
south of Jamestown. In 1875 it was proclaimed as South Australia's first
Forest Reserve.
Glad~tone Gaol was next on the itinerary, although a few of our members
preferred a walk around the town and an ice cream to a prison environment,
even if only on a tour!
Our final stop was at the scenic Bowman's Park, Crystal Brook, originally a
sheep run. In the 1880s the E & WS used it as a base and equipment storage
area during the construction of the Beetaloo and Bundaleer reservoirs. In
195 7 it was handed over to the district council for development as the
Bowman Park recreation camp. A guided tour of the flora and fauna, together
with an appetising repast in the well-designed restaurant, was a final reminder
of the many treasures which South Australia has to offer.
Our thanks to Richard House, and all the very friendly and knowledgeable
local people at each venue, who provided us with hospitality, welcomes, and
an entertaining and informative weekend.
Richard's contribution of so much time and effort, combined with his
"unflappable" organisational skills and professional expertise, made this trip a
highlight of the Society's program for the year.
Wendy McGuffog
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THE RETURN OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER
Monday, 19 October 1998
Simon Berry is Managing Director of Charles Berry and Son Pty. Ltd. ,
Fum ral Directors. In 1993, the Australian Government, with the personal
encouragement of the then Prime Minister Paul Keating, arranged for the
exhumation of the body of a WWI Australian soldier from a French cemetery
to be interred in the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.
Simon told us that he was Federal President of the Australian Funeral
Directors Association at the time of the above decision. By virtue of that
appointment, he was chosen to represent his Association in the group of
eminent Australians who were involved with the arrangements for the return of
the body and subsequent interment in the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.
Simon pointed out that one of the reasons for the decision to have an unknown
soldier in the Australian War Memorial was that the latter had lost the focus
for its existence. It had so often been regard as a museum - a tourist
destination - and not a memorial. Now it was to be a place of reverence
The 1993 project was the seventh attempt to bring back an Australian
unknown soldier. The unknown British soldier interred in Westminster Abbey
was supposed to suffice for all unknown soldiers; the dominant idea had been
that Australia fought the mad, brutal struggles of wars for Britain. Hm ;ever,
the 1993 attempt was successful because now the Government, the people, and
the R.S.L. had new thinking on an emerging Australian identity.
Simon's very moving and dignified slides showed the exhumation in France
the return of the funeral party, the lying in state in King' s Hall, Canberra, ;ith
the thousands of touching messages and remembrances left by those who filed
past the coffin, and the funeral at 11 am on 11 November, 1993. His talk
made obvious the futility of war, with the enormous amounts of slaughtP,r - for
instance, over 3,000 Australian soldiers obliterated in one day on the Western
Front in World War I. (What is the difference between defeat and victory,
when the pattern of war has constantly been repeated since then?) This
message was emphasised by the moving eulogy of the then Prime Mini·ter
Paul Keating, which stirred our hearts and eyes as Simon read it to us. With
1998 being the 80th anniversary of the cessation of World War I hostilities
Simon's talk provided a topical and unusual memoriam.
'
Elizabeth Rogers
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW SOUTH AUSTRALIAN AND
BURNSIDE HISTORY?
Monday, 16 November 1998
Our last meeting for the year was a quiz How well do you know South
Australian and Burnside History? Groups of six or seven people sat at seven
~bles,_and Richard House compered in his inimitable style. The 80 questions,
m sect1011s of 10, stimulated much discussion at each table as to the exact
year, or personality, or the name of the house, or the street. (Our discussions
were supposed to be hushed so as not to give away the answer to a nearby
table, although we were all much too busy talking to listen to anyone else!)
Quiz nights, as well as providing fun and discussion, stimulate us to reflect on
the questions and answers, and other side issues . For instance, a question
regarding the phrase "Burnside the Beautiful", no doubt resulted in some of us
visiting :he Burnside Council to look again at W . Fallen Bishop's 1915 work
of the same name, which is also reproduced on the dust-jacket of Elizabeth
Warburton's book, The Paddocks Beneath (although our quiz question did not
relate to the painting!). Another question about a house "on the hill"
(Kurralta) encouraged us to read that the house was named by Dr William
Wyatt, who was one-time Protector of Aborigines. G.S. Kingston designed
the house, which has been given an A classification by the National Trust.
A later question regarding Samuel Davenport' s purchase of a strip ofland 66
feet wide enabled us to discover that he named this road after his mother, Jane
Devereux. Further reading reveals that although Davenport' s first venture in
South Australia was mainly in mixed farming, he also planted almonds and
vmes .
The thought-provoking questions were assembled by Edna Bayfield, and
Richa1 d House, utilising their wide knowledge. Their pertinent quiz program
will encourage us to learn more and further appreciate our local and State
history. We thank Edna and Richard for a very interesting and friendly final
meeting to an enjoyable year.
Our thanks also to the committee and helpers for our special supper of wine,
cheese and Christmas cake.
Joy Batt
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THE LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION
IN THE BURNSIDE LIBRARY
In 1979 the Burnside Council decided to commission a new history of

)

Burnside. The resulting book The Paddocks Beneath by Elizabeth Warburton
was published in 1981, 125 years after the proclamation of the District ·
Council of Burnside.

It also has a few bulky unpublished items. One of these - a history of
Burnside produced by the Grade 6 class at Burnside Primary School in 1946 has been excitedly poured over by several of those who, more than 50 years
ago, produced it.
So who uses the Local History Collection?
We have primary, secondary and tertiary students engaged in a range of
projects from the simple to the quite involved; local residents interested in the
history of their suburb or house; local, interstate and even overseas family
researchers; local businesses looking for old photos of the area; council staff
researching the provenance of council-owned property or wanting suggestions
for a name for a street or reserve; and many others.

The research notes and material gathered by Elizabeth for that book formed
the basis of the Local History Collection now housed in the Burnside Library.
The organisation and cataloguing of Elizabeth's material was done over
several years using vertical files and a subject-based cataloguing system.
Briefly, this system divides material into suburb, biographical and council
categories which are further subdivided by more specific subjects. Within a
file, material is arranged in accession-date order.

While the Burnside Local History Collection is not on the grand and
comprehensive scale of the Mortlock Library of South Australiana, we do
have material which is nowhere else, material which is clearly of great interest
and value to those who have used it.

The material collected for the vertical files is restricted to paper-based items
and includes photos, maps, clippings, hand and type written documents. We
also have audio and video tapes, and all copies of the local paper since it
began in 1948 as the Burnside News Review.

The Local History Collection is open during normal Library hours: Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday from 9.30 am to 6 pm, Thursday 9.30 am to
9 pm, Saturday 9 am to 12 noon, and Sunday 2 pm to 5 pm.

No "realia" or artefacts are accepted for the collection, although in fact we d0
have a few - a ceremonial pick and an empty bottle of commemorative port for
example.

Access to the vertical files is only available when a staff member is present.
Please enquire at the Information Desk in the Library.
Andrew Ward
Senior Reference Librarian
Burnside Library

Since the early eighties the vertical file collection has been added to, and at
some time - we are not sure just when as the history of the Local History
Collection is not well documented(!) - it was decided to establish a South
Australiana Collection in the Local History room.
This collection consists of published works relating to the history of other
suburbs and towns in South Australia, and a few concerning the natural
history of the State.

')

)
Naturally it also contains all known published works about Burnside,
including those produced by the Historical Society - the plaques register, st , t
name index and suburb name booklet.
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If this intriguing glimpse of the Local History Collection has whetted your
appetite for more, turn top. 12 for an invitation to indulge in pleasant and
fulfilling activities involved with the collection.

II

VOLUNTEER WORK IN LOCAL HISTORY
Below is an extract of a recent letter to the Society from Andrew Ward,
Senior Reference Librarian, Burnside Library. It is ofparticular interest
following his article in this issue on the Local History Collection.
"Elizabeth Rogers approached me recently with the suggestion that some of
the Society members may be interested in doing some volunteer work in Local
History. Both Margaret (the Chief Librarian) and I would be very pleased to
have some assistance from the Society's members. I thought perhaps one
afternoon a fortnight may be appropriate, although this could be varied
according to the interest. Those doing the work would probably be working in
the Local History Room, and while this would inevitably involve some contact
with the public, they would not be expected to directly assist the public or
answer the telephone. All such tasks would need to be directed to a staff
member.
Some of the activities could include:
• Compiling biographical files of past Councillors and Mayors.
• Sorting old Council correspondence.
• Compiling a new index for The Paddocks Beneath (the current one is not
very good).
• Sorting and labelling newsletters .
• Clipping the Messenger newspaper.
• Setting up displays.
Those assisting in such tasks would need to be happy to work with minimal
supervision, and quietly as the room is not sound-proof.
All volunteers are required to read a Council Volunteer Policy, sign an
agreement, and wear a badge while on the premises! I hope this doesn't sound
too intimidating."

If any of our members are interested in helping Andrew, and participating in
a very rewarding hobby, would they please contact Elizabeth Rogers in the
first instance (V 8379 3163). She will then collate all the necessary details
and forward to Andrew.
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ALF TRAEGER - THE PEDAL RADIO MAN
"Flynn of the Jnland"(synonymous with the Flying Doctor Service) is well
known in Australian history. However, somewhat neglected is the inventor
of the "pedal wireless" Alf Traeger, without whom there would have been no
Flying Doctor at that time. Traeger was a resident of the Burnside Council
area for most of his life. At the time of his great invention, he was living
with his parents at 61 Cuthero Terrace, Kensington Gardens. His married
life was spent first at 64 Godfrey Terrace, Erindale, and later at 1 Kadonga
Avenue, Rosslyn Park, where he died on 31 July 1980, aged 85 years.
Alf Traeger was born in 1895 at his parents' small farm at Glenlee, Victoria,
where they had moved from Balaclava, S.A. When they later returned to this
State, Traeger enrolled in the four-year course in Mechanical and Electrical
Engineering at the Adelaide School of Mines and Industry (avidly reading on
experiments with electromagnetic waves, and drawn into the world of radio
amatems and their Morse-coded shortwave messages) .
Traeger's first job was in the Adelaide Tramways Workshop, followed by a
time at the General Post Office, and later at Hannan Brothers Garage,
Wakefield Street, Adelaide. It was when Traeger was working at the latter
establishment that he was sought out by Dr Flynn, the founder of the Royal
Flying Doctor Service of Australia. Flynn needed some form of radio
apparatus which would be easy to operate and provide reliable service for
communication with isolated homesteads. And so history was made at IO am,
14 June 1925, when the two met for the first time.
After many attempts, Traeger produced the famous "pedal wireless", which
consisted of a transceiver powered by a seated operator using bicycle-type
pedals attached to a sealed box. Anyone who could work the pedals (which
meant almost everyone!) could generate sufficient power to operate a small
transmitter. To lessen mistakes and misunderstandings in using the necessary
Morse code, Traeger went on to utilise an ordinary typewriter keyboard which,
upon the appropriate letter being struck, automatically transmitted the correct
Morse code signal. Indeed a miracle facility, which was to produce a radical
change in the social conditions of isolated families throughout inland Australia
so completely cut off from the rest of the world. Within six years (1929-1935)
there were 40 pedal wireless outposts (including mobile sets) in daily contact
with the base statiun in Cloncurry, Queensland.
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In 1937 Traeger set up a new workshop at 11 Dudley Street, Marryatville,
calling it "Traeger Transceivers". By 1939 there were over 200 pedal wireless
outposts in regular operation, with new orders coming in to the workshop,
which was always alive with activity. Traeger's simple goal (achieved) was to
have at least 500 Traeger Transceivers in bush homes in the most isolated
areas of Australia by the late 1960s. By 1980 his Marryatville worksh~p had
a production of about 1,000 sets per year, with many for export.
Throughout his life Traeger, a reserved person, lived with quiet dignity and
behind the scenes. But he has many public memorials throughout Australia,
erected by people and organisations who regarded Traeger with trust and
affection as the "wireless wizard" who enabled the outback to speak.

(/'he material for the above article was kindly supplied by our members,
Margaret and Ken Preiss.) Sources: Fred McKay, Traeger: The Pedal
Radio Man, Boolarong Press, Brisbane, 1995; John F. Ross, A History of
Radio in South Australia 1897-1977; Australia's Yesterdays, Reader's
Digest, Sydney, 1974.

INVITATIONS
20th Birthday - Kensington and Norwood Historical Society
Join the Kensington and Norwood Historical Society when they celebrate their
20th birthday with a Garden Party at the historic Scarfo residence, "Eden
Park", The Crescent, Marryatville, on Saturday, 27 February 1999, from
2 pm - 5 pm. Entertainment on this special day will be provided by a jazz
ensemble from the Marryatville High School. Bookings: 'It 8331 0513

Annual Celebration of the proclamation of the Campbelltown Council
The Campbelltown Historical Society invite us to join with them on Sunday,
14 March 1999, at the annual celebration of the proclamation of the Council,
to be held at the Civic Hall, Montacute Road, Rostrevor, at 2.30 pm.
As is the custom, their Society will honour one of the pioneer families of .e
district, and the James family have been selected for the 1999 remembra.1ce.
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Diggers Return to their old Stamping Grounds
If you're lucky, some holidays have special experiences or memories to hold close
and to cherish. This happened to me during my recent visit to France, when I was
taken to ceremonies in the Somme Valley and at Fromelles over the weekend of 4 - 5
July 1998. The events were the Franco-Australian commemoration of the 80 th
Anniversary of the end of the First World War and a funeral.
There was considerable television coverage in Australia I'm told, as well as in
various fonns of the print media. It was another thing to be there!
South Australia had a high profile in many ways . Official guests included our
Governor - Sir Eric Neal and his wife, and the Minister for Defence at the time - The
Hon. Ian Mclachlan. Seventy five officers and men of the 10th /27 th Battalion, Royal
South Australian Regiment were the Guard of Honour. A military burial was given to
Private Russell George Bosisto also of the 27 th Battalion who was killed in action on
4 August 1916. He was born in Hindmarsh, Adelaide. One ofthe four Australian
World War One Veterans as guests of honour was Howard Pope from Adelaide.
These old diggers were all around the century in age, but that didn't stop one of
them writing to the Folies Bergeres before leaving Australia stating that he had
visited there during service in France and would like to re-visit! When in Paris they
'popped in' and the Folies staff made a big fuss of them. They had photos taken with
a fonner stripper - now in management.
There were two official functions on Saturday 4 July. The first was at the
Villers-Bretoneux Military Cemetery near Amiens and the second a few kilometres
away at Le Hamel. Both are associated with three major Australian sites. The Anzac
Museum is l0cated in the Victoria School at Le Hamel (school children from that
Australian State raised money to rebuild the school after the whole village was
flattened during the war). The Adelaide Cemetery at Villers-Bretoneux is the
exhumation site of the unknown soldier, and it is also the site of the annual Anzac
ceremony in France. The great central tower is flanked by wing walls carrying names
of the I 0,982 Australian soldiers who died in France and have no known grave. In
the cemetery itself many of the gravestones carry a cross, a unit insignia and at the
bottom 'Known unto God'.
It is a very moving place and a fitting venue for the first function. Speeches were
made by French and Australian officials followed by a joint wreath laying ceremony.
Some points made by Mr Jean-Pierre Masseret (Secretary of State for Veterans'
Affairs) were that this site was the scene of a brutal battle for position lasting four
months. Of a population of 5 million people, 475,000 men joined the Australian
armed forces, all of them volunteers. A total of 330,000 men were sent to Europe:
60,000 were killed there and 166,000 were wounded there, that is 68% of them died
or were wounded - the largest proportion amongst all of the Allied Nations. During
the ceremony the four war veterans received the French Legion of Honour (its
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greatest decoration) . As he pinned the medals on the veterans' lapels and embraced
them he said (in French) "It's a bit late but none the less sincere".
We drove to Le Hamel for the next ceremony - the opening of the new
Australian Corps Memorial Park . This is the actual site of one of the AIF 's mo st
successful battles fought on 4 July 1918. The speeches included the story of the
battle and the planning and use of tanks by Major-General John Monash. These new
techniques ultimately led to the Allied victory over the Germans. The central ·
commemorative area consists of 3 curved, polished black Australian granite
memorial walls, and as they were unveiled the 'rising sun' and other motifs appeared.
An original German trench is still visible nearby. The park entrance contains a car
park and a walking track past a series of interpretive panels about the battle. Two of
the panels near another German trench explain the events in which the Red Baron
was shot down in the next field . Afterwards the hundreds attending gradually walked
back into the village where lunch and drinks were served by the villagers.
Sunday morning was an early start to reach the cemetery in the village of
Courcelette, where Russell Bosisto was reunited with his mates. The ritual and
symbolism of a military funeral was very moving. The order of service contained an
account of his life and family in Adelaide. Those with "delicate ears" were warned
before the 21 gun salute was fired - but this was peacetime! Although it was summer
the wind was very cold and I pondered on the awful conditions in which all those
young men died. After the service I joined many in the congregation to scatter fresh
red poppies on the coffin in the open grave.
The final ceremony was further north near the village of Fromelles where
another Australian Memorial Park was opened. The land is flat here and the soil
scattered with lumps of chalk, like our limestone plains. Old German bunkers are a
frequent sight around the district and this small park includes four in a line. Speeches
described the battle in 1916 after which dead and wounded Australians were lying
piled up in trenches and on open ground. Attempts to use stretcher bearers to retrieve
the victims were refused, so individual men and parties carried out the task. One
story was told of a man substituting himself for a stretcher many times, with four
soldiers each carrying one of his limbs. The new; large statue Cobbers by Peter
Corlett was unveiled and picked up this theme. It shows an Australian soldier
carrying another across his shoulders - a fitting memorial for this tragic site. Again
the villagers served lunch to the hundreds attending.
The four World War I veterans attended all these ceremonies. They arrived a
few days before the weekend and left during the next week. They had a bus to take
them around and each one had a helper/escort. A friend watching the telecast of
events in Adelaide told me that at one ceremony a young, beautiful woman leant rir'1t
down to speak to one of the veterans and then kissed his cheek. After that he turned
to the veteran sitting next to him and patted his heart!
Barbara Parker
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ATTUNGA AGAIN
I wrote about the hstory of Attunga, the garden of the Burnside
Hospital, in the last issue of this Newsletter, and have been asked to
tell a litt 1e more about the process of restoration which continues, albeit
slowly. The Friends have been working for about eighteen months and
though there is much to do yet to improve the borders, the effect was
quite satisfactory for the Fair which was held at the end of October.
That event was blessed with a lovely day and the Staff had made a huge
effort to provide items for sale and entertainment for the large number
of supporters which attended . About $5,000 was raised for the
Hospital Building Fund and a lot of goodwill from the Community as
well. That is essential because so many private and community
hospitals are not surviving the downturn in health funding and
Burnside would be the poorer if our hospital was forced to close.
A History of the Hospital , The Living Memorial, by historian Robyn
Taylor, was launched on the same day by Graham Ingerson, M.P. It is
a small ;)ook with many illustrations and it will interest all who have
been treated at the hospital or who have lived in Burnside. As a Board
member it was interesting to see how often it appeared that earlier
Boards turned to building a new section when they were not sure what
to do next. We are planning again and whilst we believe it is essential,
perhaps the next historian will think we are just continuing the old
trend!
To return to the Garden , l must confess that the Friends probably
include many well-wishers but in fact there are only four regular
workers, as well as a part time but very capable gardener who also
attends to the rest of the beds within the hospital precinct. We keep a
good eye on progress and do maintenance tasks which the gardener has
no time to do. Our main role is planning and planti~g with weeding,
trimming and moving plants thrown in. We would appreciate help,
especially from the Toorak Gardens area, to supervise a bit.
A landscape architect from the Heritage Department advises us and that
is important.. Please ring me at 8379 6405 if you are interested to walk
through the garden with me and tell me what you think. I shall hope to
tell more of the planting scheme and planning if there is space in
another Newsletter.
Barbara Crompton
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ADDENDUM TO OUR SEPTEMBER 1998 NEWSLETTER
l . Pages 15 and 16 of the above issue reprinted a fragile, yellowed cutting of
a "Letter to the Advertiser" presented to Burnside Historical Society by one of
our members, Eric Warland. Unfortunately we were unable to establish the
date of publication.

Margaret Preiss, another of our members, has now kindly volunteered the
information that the letter Ancient Water Wheels : Saw and Flour Mills at
Burnside originally appeared in "The Advertiser" of 14 March, 1936. Thank
you, Margaret.

2. Repeated Value (being a reprint of an item from a previous Newsletter)
appeared on Page 18 of the September issue. Entitled A Visit to Tusmore,
written by The Twinkler, it was printed in "The Register", 3 March 1923,
and first appeared in our Newsletter of March 1986. Eunice Clark has now
kindly provided the following information regarding the identity of The
Twinkler.

"The Twinkler was Mr. F.J. Mills who lived at Mile End. He conducted a
club for boys in the early days of Station 5CL. The club, which had a
membership of 3,000 boys scattered throughout South Australia, was
conducted entirely by radio from the station. It broadcast over all areas of the
State, and held meetings in the studio.
The Twinkler Club was extremely active in assisting charitable enterprises,
particularly the Blind Institutions and Boys' Homes. (There was a similar
club for girls, the Bluebird Club conducted by the Bird Lady [Mrs Lindsay
Sowton], whose members devoted their efforts to preparing outfits for babies,
visiting hospitals, distributing fruit and flowers, and other comforts for those
in need.)" Thank you to Eunice for this information.

The Society is very grateful for the above information which adds to our
knowledge of local and State history. Comments and additions regarding
any articles in the Newsletter are always most welcome.
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WELCOME
The Burnside Historical Society welcomes the following new member since
the last Newsletter (September 1998): Mr Ian Bates of Hazelwood Park.

AUSTRALIA'S DANCE HERITAGE
(J'he following item is reprinted courtesy ofHistory SA, the Newsletter of the
Historical Society of South Australia, issue September 1998.).
Do you love to dance? Do you dream of doing the Cotillion and the Mazurka?
The members of the Heritage Dancers of South Australia do, and meet
regularly on the first and third Sunday nights at the Mitcham Village Institute,
Princes Road, Mitcham. Their aim is to promote Australia's dance heritage
by performing the regal ballroom and popular dances of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, with authentic costumes and music, at social gatherings
and historical occasions.
The dancers are preparing to celebrate the Centenary of Federation in 2001.
They invite interested people to join them, learn the dances, and be part of the
celebrations . For further information please telephone any of the following
membe. s of Heritage Dancers - Kate Brown (8298 5749); Ian Ba:-ter
(8339 4514), or Sally Hopton (8363 3931).

PROPOSED BOOK ON HISTORICAL TOPICS
The Society is considering a proposal to publish members' recollections of
local history as a project for the year 2000. If you would like to contribute to
such a project, please contact the Editor, Elizabeth Rogers (It 8379 3163) to
register your interest. The project can only go ahead if we receive enough
positive responses from our members .

CONDOLENCES
Members were saddened to know of the death of our highly-esteemed member
Mrs Gwen Bills.of Erindale. Gwen joined the Society in July 1990, and was a
regular and supportive member at our meetings and other activities. A few
years ago, Gwen also conducted our members on a most well-researched and
enjoyable Sunday afternoon tour of historic buildings and other sites in the
Rose Park area.
All members of the Society extend their very sincere sympathy to her husband,
Maynard, and family.
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CHRISTMA S PAST AND CHRISTMAS PRESENT
1843
Merry Christmas was a very sober quiet day in Adelaide, more like a Sunday
than any we have seen for some time .. Many of the citizens went a picnicing
(sic) into the country, and we can only hope they enjoyed themselves, without
venturing to believe it, for the day was one of such extreme heat that the most
likely way to endure it was by burrowing underground rather than by
gallivanting - to wit, roasting in the sun. A few remembered the solemnity of
the great Anniversary, by attending Church.
(Source: Southern Australian, 27 December 1844)
1886
Christmas Day this year was observed in much the same manner as usual.
The weather was uncomfortably hot and the air dusty .. .. People do not
generally indulge in hilarious rejoicing so there were few outdoor amusements,
the only city engagement advertised being the sports at Kensington [Oval].
In ... churches through the colony Christmas Day services were conducted.
.. . As usual, the ordinary amusements at the theatres were not given, and the
circus also was closed .. ..
A good many persons visited the hills and seaside, and to meet the demands of
travellers, special train and tram services were arranged . ...
(Source: Adelaide Observer, 1 January 1887)

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Society shall be :
2.1

2.2

2.3
2.4
2.5

to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian
and South Australian history and in particular, the history of the City of
Burnside;
to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of
works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
history;
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites of
historical significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia;
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment
of any of the above objectives.

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1998 - 1999
President:
Responsible Officer:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
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Mrs Barbara Parker

"

(Ph.8379 4613)

"

Mr Deane Dinning
Miss Elaine Smyth
Mr Richard House

(Ph.8332 8019)

Committee:

Mr Bob Brewer
Mr John Clark
Mr John Love
Mrs Wendy McGuffog
Mrs Elizabeth Rogers
Mrs Margaret Sando

Editorial SubCommittee:

Mrs Elizabeth Rogers (Editor)
Mrs Joy Batt
Miss Janet Clark
Mrs Barbara Crompton
Mrs Barbara Parker

FRONT COVER:

Terowie Institute, c.1879.
Source: Wilbur W. Besanko, Historic Terowie:
A Pictorial History, Lutheran Publishing House,
Adelaide, 1977, p.11 .

CHRISTMAS 1998
The Committee of the Burnside Historical Society wish our members a
peaceful and relaxing Christmas, and all good things in 1999. We have
enjoyed your company at the Society's meetings and other activities in 1998,
and look forward to the pleasure of renewed and continuing friendship next
year.
Deep peace of the Running Wave to you.
Deep peace of the Flowing Air to you.
Deep peace of the Quiet Earth to you.
And deep peace of the Shining Stars to you.

P.O. Box 152
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