~urnsib-.e ~istorica:l ~oci.ett! ~nc.
NEWSLETTER -- June 1998
Volume 18, No. 2

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

15 June

OBJECTIVES

Monday

The objectives of the Society shall be:
2.1

2.2

2.3
2.4
2.5

Program 1998

P.O. Box 152
GLENSIDE, S.A. 5065

to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian
and South Australian history and in particular, the history of the City of
Burnside;
·
to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of
works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
history;
· to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites of
historical significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia;
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment
of any of the above objectives.

16 June (Tuesday) and 17 June (Wednesday)

A Visit taking us behind the Scenes in the Aboriginal
Section of the South Australian Museum
Dr Philip Clarke will conduct two t0urs concentrating
on the Kauma People.
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The Lives and Skills of the Kaurna People of the
Adelaide Plains
Speaker: Dr Philip Clarke
Dr. Clarke is Co-ordinator of the Department of
Anthropology and Curator of the Sacred Collection of
Aboriginal Artefacts at the South Australian Museum.
He has made a close study of the Kauma Peopie who
occupied the Adelaide Plains long before white
settlement.

Meet at 1.45 pm.
Cost:
Tour length:
Group size:
Bookings:
Contact:

26 July
Sunday
2.30 pm

in the Museum Foyer (by the whale bones),
$10.00,
payable at meefr1gs,
one hour,
limited to 15 on each day,
essential
Alan Cross
tr 8333 2748

Changing Fashions in Society
Speaker: Mrs Marjorie Hann, OAM
Marjorie Hann, who was awarded the OAM for
service to the arts, has been a practising artist all her
life.
Using illustrated posters, Marjorie shows how fashions
alter in clothing, housing, furniture, art, etc., from the
15th century to the present time.
An ideal way to spend a Sunday afternoon in winter!

COVER:

Port Adelaide, as shown in the Illustrated Adelaide News, May
1879. Source: The Port: A Walk With History, issued by the City
of Port Adelaide Enfield, June 1997.

14 August
Friday

Inaugural Anniversary Dinner
(to celebrate the 18th anniversary of our Society)

6.30 pm
for 7 pm

Waterfall Gully Restaurant

Menu

A very extensive smorgasbord has been arranged,
including choice of soups, a large selection of main
courses and desserts, as well as tea, coffee, mints and
cheese.

Cost:

$25 per person, includes welcoming drink of mulled
wine or orange juice upon arrival, together with
platters of savouries.
Bottled and carafe wines and non-alcoholic drinks may
be purchased at the bar during the meal .

Bookings:
Contact:

Transport:

essential
Alan Cross V 8333 2748
Payment is required by 26 July 1998.
If any member has a dietary condition, please let Alan
know so that appropriate food may be arranged with the
caterers.

Monday

17 - 18 October

Weekend Trip to Mid North Towns
See next page for full details.

19 October
Monday

The Return of the Unknown Soldier
Speaker: Mr Simon Berry

16 November How well do you know South Australian and
Monday
Burnside history? A fun evening.

Own transport required, but shared transport is
an option. Please enquire when booking with Alan.

The entrance to the restaurant will be floodlit. It is suggested that
the eastern steps be used (approximately 12 steps). A log fire in
the restaurant will add to the comfort of the occasion.
17 August

21 September A History of the District of Jamestown
Monday
Speaker: Mrs Barbara Parri
Barbara Parri has lived in Jamestown all her life.
She has been a member of the local National Trust since
its foundation. Prior to her retirement in 1980, Barbara
was Secretary of the Jamestown Hospital. Barbara's
hobby is researching early history, and keeping local
records. She will describe Jamestown from its early days
to the present time.

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held at 8.00 pm. in
the Burnside Community Centre on the third Monday of each month
unless an alternative time or venue are notified .

Familiarity Breeds Contempt: understanding history
through built heritage
Speaker: Mr Brian Samuels
Brian Samuels has wide-ranging interests in South
Australian history and heritage. He is currently Principal
Heritage Officer with the State Heritage Branch of the
Department for Environment, Heritage and Aboriginal
Affairs. Brian's talk will explore some of the ways in
which the State's built heritage enriches our lives.
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17 - 18 October
Weekend trip to the mid north
This trip will combine some history of the Clare valley with
the opportunity to find out about the Jamestown area of the
mid north. At stopping points we will be hosted by at least
eight 'locals' to give us an insight to their local history.
Itinerary
Depart from Adelaide 8.30 am by bus and drive to Ri\ erton
Saturday:
for a tour of the grand old railway station which is being
restored as a Bed and Breakfast and restaurant. Even the
signal box with its rods and levers will be open to us! Then
to Mintaro for a tour of this quaint old town which still
bears the character of the days when it was a stop for the
bullockies carrying ore from Burra to Port Wakefield. After
that a visit to Martindale Hall (prominent in Picnic at
Hanging Rock) and then lunch.
After lunch we will drive to Terowie - an unbelievable time
warp from the 1880s. Our local guide says only two houses
have been built there since the turn of the century! There
will be short walk and bus tour ofthis old railway town and
then to nearby Jamestown for the overnight stop.
The morning will be spent seeing Jamestown and visiting the
Sunday:
museum in the old station. Then to the Bundaleer Forest,
SA's first state forest reserve which was established in 1875,
for picnic lunch. After lunch we will visit the old Gladstone
Gaol and the ruins of the old Bowman Park homestead in
Crystal Brook. We will be back to Adelaide by 7. 15.
$140 (+$20 single supp). This covers transpo1t, overnight
Cost:
accommodation, a: meals on Saturday, breakfast, morning
tea and lunch on St.nday, all entrance fees and guide fees.
Expressions of interest and enquiries to Richard House
Bookings:
Tel 8379 9015.
To secure a place a deposit of$50 ($25 non refundable) will
be required by the August meeting and full payment by the
September meeting. Late bookings may be accommodated
in hotel rather than motel style accommodation.
-------~
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CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF NOTABLE
SOUTH AUSTRALIANS
Meeting on March 16, 1998

Stewart Cockburn, was appointed a member of the Order of
Australia three years ago for his service to journalism . After a
notable career of his own he has spent his recent years writing
about the lives of his contemporaries and of previous
generations. All of his subjects have contributed to South
Australia through their dedication to serving the public and
through their vision for the future of this State.
There was a crowded room to hear Stewart and we were rewarded with
many happy reminders of the past and lots of chuckles were to be
heard. His talk was delightfully relaxed and characterized by many
recollections of the pithy utterances of his subjects.He must have had
great fun interviewing them over the years he has spent researching his
books, The Patriarchs and Notable Lives.
Sir Walter Crocker, still living alone in his nineties, wonders if society
is "becoming ungovernable" thanks to technology. He won a Croix de
Guerre for bravery as an intelligence officer in WW 2 when he crawled
along the wing of a small aircraft to repair a fuel lin which threatened
disaster to the crew. At 81 Jack Weinert still drives ,o his office daily
and John Dowie sculpts on. Stewart recalled how Miss May Dou·glas,
who was Chief Girl Guide, among her many other responsibilities,
was heard to say to Paul Keating at a public meeting," ... and don't you
dare touch our flag!" Bertram Cox is 94 and has just bought another
computer to help him communicate better. He was pleased to be part of
Stewart's latest book and commented," I suppose you'll call this the
Lazarus Edition."
In this short report it is not possible to convey the breadth of our
speaker's range of subjects. One of the most interesting was his
account of Sir Thomas Playford, who, with Donald Dunstan, was
among our most outstanding Premiers. Stewart quoted Playford's
sister, Mrs. Eleanor Ducray, telling him that her brother always
prepared his own breakfast of six eggs, cracked into a pan, gently
turned and eaten on two pieces of bread and butter. She attributed his
"early death," at 84, to his egg induced high cholestoral level. [Two of
Playford's sisters lived until they were over 100.] At this point Mr.
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Moxon Simpson remarked that they were only pullets' eggs!
Stewart confessed that his favourite subject was probably John Portus
who has recently died and will be missed. A prominent industrial
Arbitration Commissioner, he said to Stewart," I believe a powerful
force for good runs through the community. You could call it a force of
God .... " This is well to remember in these often politically depressing
days. A strong theme through all the stories is the positive attitude of
many prominent people, like Lois O'Donoghue, who must be sorely
tried to hold on to it these days. Another wonderful woman whom he
described is Edith Eadie, a neighbour in Glen Osmond, who was a
hospital matron in the war zones and wounded in Jerusalem . He also
recalled Dame Nancy Buttfield, a remarkable protagonist for women in
politics.
Finally to Hedley Brideson, in earlier times the State Librarian and now
aged 87, who, when interviewed, deplored the loss of a classical
education. He suspected that were he to ask any group of school
children who Plato was the answer would probably be that he played
for Port Power. As you may well !-'Uess, it was a delightful evening
and in recollection very encouraging to dwell on all these good people.
May there be many more of such calibre to serve South Australia. Our
warm thanks must go to Stewart for the pleasure he gave us.
You may find Notable Lives at any good bookshop in Burnside.
Barbara Crompton

OUR NEW LETTERHEAD!

Our March and June 1997 Newsletters carried an invitation to members to
comment on the mock-up of the Society's letterhead, and/or to submit an
alternative. We think all our members will be delighted with the very
appropriate new letterhead designed for our Society, and here it is!

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
PO Box I 52, Glenside, SA 5065

The Toll House at Glen Osmond 1841-1847
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A visit to two of Port Adelaide's treasures
Thirty three members and friends enjoyed our balmy weather on 29
March by participating in a Sunday afternoon visit.
We met at John Ford 's home in Birkenhead. He is a self-taught
maritime artist and historian and it was a first for both sides. He has
not opened his home-studio before and we were welcomed with
refreshments. After a brief introduction we were free to view his
works and to ask questions . He specialises in the early sailing ships
that came to South Australia. Adorning his walls were the STV One
and All and Falie, HMS Investigator, Rapid, HMS Buffalo, HMS
Victor and others. There was even one of HMS Titanic leaving Belfast
Lough, 1912. I liked the painting of old Port Adelaide showing the
wharf area with chimneys of the mills and the copper smelter. Vanessa
Smith (she illustrated our walking tour brochures) considered that his
seas were really good . The Brookers stayed for a chat with John and
were amazed at this knowledge, meanwhile the rest of us arrived safely
at the Maritime Museum in Lipson Street, Port Adelaide.
The Maritim e Museum is an excellent interpretive museum,
established in 1986 for the State's Jubilee Year. It is housed in the old
warehouse of Elder & Co. built in 1854, with the corner building added
in 1857. There are three floors of displays including a replica of the
ketch Active complete with sound effects, as an example of the many
ships that once plied our coast. The replica of typical sleeping berths
in a ship carrying immigrants was a salutary reminder of the hardships
endured by early settlers. Another display on the ground floor used
videos in a series of cubicles to tell the story of the Titanic disaster.
There were many collections of historic photographs on various themes
including the Gulf Trip (that brought back memories for some);
suburban jetties showing the crowds and swimmers; wharf labour and
handling of goods and so on. In one part was a small collection of
machines once seen in a penny arcade '
7

President's Annual Report
The top floor housed a large variety of small and large models
including one of an American Curtis Flying Boat, flown from ships
after the Great War (early 1920s).
No account would do justice to the contents of this museum. The part
which always generates considerable interest is the computer area
where immigrant arrival records and shipping lists can be viewed.
Print outs are available for those lucky enough to find information
about their ancestors. I heard one of our members say "I ' m so excited .
. . .'' when she found evidence of one of her forebears . It is a good
place to start the search.
Across Lipson Street the final stop for most was afternoon tea in
Lipson's Tea Rooms - a very civilised ending to an outing.
Special thanks are extended to Edna Bayfield who not only suggested
these visits as worthy of our patronage but also did all the coordinating
work involved regarding liaison and bookings.
Barbara Parker

THANK YOU
During the last seven years, Barbara Parker has been Editor of the Newsletter,
a role which she combined with that of President of our Society since April
1994. Barbara brought an impressive standard of excellence to the production
of the Newsletter. Her professional expertise and organisational skills have
been evident in every issue during her tenure as Editor. She is a hard act to
follow!
The members of the Newsletter Subcommittee express their sincere thanks to
Barbara. Her dedication, enthusiasm, and hard work have given the Society a
publication of very high repute. Although Barbara has resigned as Editor, we
are fortunate that she kindly agreed to remain on the Newsletter Subcommittee
as one of our scribes.
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20 April 1998 Annual General Meeting
1997/98
I have pleasure in presenting my fourth President's report to the
Seventeenth Annual General Meeting of the Burnside Historical
Society. The framework of measuring our activities against the
Society's Objectives will be used again .

'to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of
Australian and South Australian history and in particular, the
history of the City of Burnside'
Ten monthly meetings with guest speakers were held during
the year and as is our custom, recordings were made for eventual
lodgement in the Local History Collection of the Burnside Library. A
new system to protect the copyright of the tapes and their contents was
implemente d from the beginning of this year. One topic was related to
Burnside's history: Cleland Conservation Park - an environmental
History. Eight meeting topics were classified as South Australian
history and two as Australian history. The classification groupings
were not clear cut because several of the topics had strong linkages to
each other and also to the Burnside district. One fascinating topical
subject outside of our objectives was The Titanic Disaster - the true
facts.
There were also five arranged visits to achieve this objective.
Three half-day visits included a bus tour around the Campbellto wn
district; a visit to Kingston House and finally three attractions in Port
Adelaide. The January meeting was a twilight stroll down the main
street of Stirling followed by a meal for the majority. The highlight of
the year' s activities is always the weekend trip and this year 36
members and friends visited Yorke Peninsula during October. They
enjoyed the special history focus presented by local experts, which as
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usual enlightened and increased participants' understand ing of the
history of this part of our State.
Support for this program is demonstrated by the increased
average attendance at meetings rising to 63 compared with 59 in the
past few years. Membership has increased by 5 and is now 183.
We have not conducted guided walking tours this past year
but promoted the concept of purchasing brochures from the Burnside
Library. The Society's publications cover nine different areas, all
researched by members. We also have a bus tour with commentary
around the Council area. Two tours were conducted in collaboration
with the Council's Jacaranda Festival in November and also one other
group from Mitcham.

'to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification
of works, source material and artefacts of all kinds relating to
Burnside history'
The major pn ject at present is to research and document the
history of all parks and gardens in the City of Burnside. Last AGM I
reported that the establishment protocols were complete and that
several members were working on their research. This year I have only
small progress to report. We need other members to become involved
and will be happy to provide induction to any who can donate some
time. The project requires examination of records in the Council office
as well as the Lands Titles Office. Deane Dinning is the Project
Coordinator.
An earlier project The Origins of Street Names in the City of
Burnside has been revised by John Clark and now Richard House is rekeying all the data to publish a new edition.
The Oral History Project - The War Years in Burnside: 1939 1945 is almost ready to start taping interviews. The past year has been
spent in developing the documentation and procedures and in training
the 6 interviewers. We have been unsuccessful in applying for several
grants to purchase recording equipment. Indications of financial help
from generous members would be most welcome!
The Newsletter continues as the Society's quarterly publication
and its means ofreporting meetings, visits, news and other material. It
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is exchanged with some other societies and libraries. The continued
support of all volunteer contributors is acknowledged. I am retiring
after seven years as Editor and give a very warm welcome to Elizabeth
Rogers as your new Editor.

'to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and
sites of historical significance in the City of Burnside'
The Wheal Watkins Historical Mine at Glen Osmond is the
most significant site with which the Society is involved. This is the
second year our guides have taken members of the public into the
mines since the Council spent a considerable sum to upgrade their
safety and reopen them to the public. Bookings are made through the
Council office and tours are run once a month. Twelve normal tours
and four for special groups (including two different schools) have been
run in the last year for a total of 255 people. Special thanks are
extended to John Clark , the Mine Guides Coodinator, to all the guides
and to two new guides we were glad to welcome and train during the
year.
The Society has continued to make recommendations to the
Council for the wording on new plaques to mark sites of historical
significance.
'to cooperate with similar societies and other bodies throughout
Australia'
Ten members attended the Biennial Eastern Regional Day Seminar
hosted by the Kensington & Norwood Historical Society in October.
The organisation of our visits and trips relies on the
information and support of the relevant local experts, historical
societies and National Trust Branches.

~)
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Administration
We were very sad to lose David Reid last November after a long
illness. He was made an Honorary Life Member three years ago for
numerous and valuable services over six years. He is missed by us all.
We have spent three years three years developing and
documenting our occupational health and safety policy and procedures
II

and finally audit checklists for the four different areas of the Society' s
activities. They are the monthly meetings; excursions including bus
trips; leading historic walks and leading guided tours down the Wheal
Watkins Historical Mines. That project is now complete, subject to an
annual review.
The new letterhead we have developed over the past year_is
now finished.

Acknowledgements:
Special thanks for services to the Society are extended to:
the General Committee
for continuing commitment,
Alan Cross
retiring Committee member,
Edna Bayfield
retiring Committee member,
Ted Bayfield
amplification and recording
of meetings,
Janet Clark, Rosemary Symons
and helpers
supper,
Newsletter:
Elizabeth Rogers,
)
Barbara Crompton, Elsie Ahrens, ) all contributed as scribes,
Joy Batt,
)
distribution and postage,
Janet Clark and Bob Brown
thirteen members who hand deliver Newsletters.
Barbara Parker

President
retiring Newsletter Editor

Treasurer's Annual Report
20 April 1998 Annual General Meeting 1997/98
The accounts show a profit of $168 for the year for general operating
expenses, thus increasing the general accumulated reserve to just over
$1500. This is a comfortable reserve for running the society and
provides for any unexpected expenses. The profit would have been even
better but for the fact that $231 was lost on the running of the trip to the
Yorke Peninsula which was caused by some last minute cancellations.
This is the first time that a weekend trip has made a loss and in fact is
more than covered by the profits made on earlier trips.
Other unusual expenses were:
• $100 which was spent on the design of a new letterhead for the
society. This was considered desirable to improve the quality of our
printed material
• $50 spent on a donation of $50 to Trees for Life in memory of David
Reid who had done so much for the society
• $86 spent on cups for suppers.
Grants have been a significant help, and our thanks go to the Council for
assisting with a number of projects:
• $305 went towards the cost of producing the Newsletter (once done
free on the Council photocopier)
• $400 went towards re-establishing the computer file of the origin of
the Burnside street names (the previous file was 'lost' by the Council)
• $5 went towards initial costs of the oral history project.
The conducting of the mines tours made a profit of $349 thus increasing
the reserve to nearly $2340.
Keith Peacock, the former Town Clerk of Burnside who has audited our
accounts for six years sadly died in 1997. Our thanks are extended to
him for his service to the society, and our sympathy goes to his wife and
family.
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Richard House

II

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1996/97

Balance Sheet
General Accumulated funds

1997/98

$924.32
$413.09
$1,337.41

As at l st April 1997
Su lus eficit for the ear
As at 31st March 1998

$1,337.41
>$t68.9;S

$1,837.34
$152.95
$1 ,990.29

Mines Account Reserve
As at l st April 1997
Su lus (Deficit for the ear
As at 31st March 1998

Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 31st March 1998
Income

1996/97
$1,030.00
$732.00
$152.95
$331.50
$82.08
$43.00
$117.41
$5.00
$37.10
$219.80

$2,750.84

$0.00
$194.10
$197.80
$283.50
$97.15
$122.00
$47.50
$378.00
$219.80
$3.50
$568.65
$50.00
$18.30
$4.50
$2,184.80

1997/98

Subs 97/98(Single)
Subs 97/98 (Family)
Subs 96/97 (Single)
Profit on mines tours
Profit on day tours
Profit (Loss) on weekend tour
Profit on guided walks and bus tours
Bank interest
Sundry Sales - glasses etc
Donations received
Grant from Council for Newsletter
Grant from Council for Street Names
Grant from Council for Oral History
Total income

~penses
Miscellaneous secretarial expenses
Printing and Stationery
Telephone and postage and PO Box
Use of hall and other meeting fees
Supper costs and purchase of cups
Subscriptions to others
Bank charges
Insurance
Newsletter expenses
Gifts
Tapes and equipment
Donation in memory of David Reid
Society records/photos
Parks and Gardens project
Street names project
Oral History project
Total expenses

$566.04
$152.95
$413.09

$1,076.00
$738.00
$24.00
$349.45
$58.29
($231.52)
$20.00
$90.55
$8.00
$23 .00
$305 .15
$400.00
$5.15
$2,866.07

$0.00
$'.H5.20
$257.23
$236.79
$170.86
$82.00
$50.76
$378.00
$305 . lS
$37.50
$20.00
$50.00
$0.00
$39.00
$400.00
$5 .15
$2,347.64
$518.43

Transfer to Mines Account Reserve

!FinalProfitfor the Year ·.
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$349.45
$168.98

Total

$3,327.70

$2,457.41
$2,506.28
$4,963 .69

Members equity is made up from
Current Assets
Cash at bank as at 31/3/98
South Aussie Bonds
Total Assets

$530.20
$1,635 .99

Current liabilities
Subs 97/98 (Single)
Subs 97 /98 (Family)
Subs 98/99 (Single)
Subs 98/99 (Family)
Advance payments for day outings
Council grants outstanding Newsletter
- Oral History project
- Street names project
- Plaques reprint
Total liabilities

$3,327.70

TOT AL NET ASSETS

$144.00
$18.00

$943.79

. .. \2.33~45
· • $2~506,2$

. $4,846.03

. ·.. ··.. <$108;00
$72.<>0

'. . $0.00
$114,85
$370.05

$235.00
$100,00

$999.90

AUDITOR'S STATEMENT
I have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical Society Inc.
The Balance Sheet and accompanying Statement of Income and Expenditure present
a true and fair view of the Society's affairs as at 31st March 1998, according to the
books, records and information submitted to me.
David Rogers
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A CONCEPTUAL WALK THROUGH ADELAIDE IN 1898
Monday, 20 April 1998

Mr. Trevor Ba", a foundation member of the Burnside Historical Society,
now lives at Victor Harbour,following his retirement from the position of
Deputy Director-General in the Education Department of South Australia.
Trevor wore the apparel of a gentleman of 1898 and adopted the character of
the period as he commenced his walk with us outside the General Post Office.
"Good morning, it is wonderful to see so many of you here today outside the
Victoria Tower, named after our illustrious monarch. Some of you will
remember that the Post Office was first erected in 1853, then demolished in
1866 to be replaced by the present structure. What progress we are making
in thi~ colony! Can you see the balcony at the top of the tower? Splendid
views! People can stand there and see ships coming in, or already berthed at
Port Adelaide, and fly the appropriate flag to indicate this news. If we look
across the road, we will see the Town Hall with its Albert Tower, named after
the dear departed consort of Queen Victoria. Both their faces adorn the arches
leading to the main entrance. As we walk along King Williai:n Street, . .
I would like to mention that this splendid main thoroughfare 1s two chams m
width, intersected by tram-lines, and with footpaths of 20 feet in width.
Turning into Hindley Street, do look at our magnificent Theatre Royal, rebuilt
in 1878 and now seating 1,700 patrons. Next door is the Theatre Royal Hotel,
ideally placed for the serving of refreshments at interval. Two years ago, in
1896, you may have attended the Theatre Royal's intriguing demonstration of
one of those new ideas of Thomas Edison's, the kinetoscope, producing
moving images on a screen. What next!
Proceeding down Hindley Street and into Morphett Street, we will stop cutside
Holy Trinity Church, the oldest church in the city and built within 18 months
of Proclamation Day. The framework of the original wooden church came
with the first rector and was big enough to house 350 people. Five years later
the church was declared unsafe. It was closed, then partly rebuilt and
enlarged. Continuing up North Terrace, let us pause outside the Parliament
Houses, both of them. The old freestone and red brick Parliament House
erected in 1854 was originally intended for both Houses, but is now only used
for the Legislative Council.
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Since then we have a new building, part of a general design which, when
completed with its dome, will comprise the whole Parliamentary institution.
As we walk past the intersection of King William Road and North Terrace, we
might be able to catch a glimpse of the delicately-styled rotunda on the banks
of the Torrens. In 1881, in celebration of the damming of the Torrens, the
wealthy landowner and industrialist Sir Thomas Elder donated a bandstand to
the city. The bandstand rotunda was offici illy opened the following year
(1882) in the presence of over 2,000 guest: perhaps including some of you.
Crossing over King William Street, we see Government House on our left.
An insignificant building compared to the imposing summer residence of our
Governor at Marble Hill. Almost opposite we can see the Adelaide Club
where, it is said, more laws are passed there than in Parliament House!
Proceeding along North Terrace, we view the South Australian Museum, with
its very reasonable collections for a colony as young as ours in this year of
1898. Do remember that it is open on Sundays for your pleasure (but closed
on Fridays for cleaning!) The nearby University of Adelaide's buildings
remind us of the generous benefactors, Walter Hughes, Sir Thomas Elder: and
John Angas, whose gifts enabled the establishment and development of this
fine colonial institution of learning.
We come next to the Exhibition Building, where 11 years ago we celebrated
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, and also the fact that South Australia was
just over 50 years old. Now we can make a short pause in the relaxing
Botanic Gardens, where the Palm House, erected in 1877, was our colony's
first modem building of iron and glass construction.
Across to Rundle Street, our main shopping area, we walk past the Adelaide
Arcade and the well-known establishment of John Martin & Co.
Tum.n~ into King William Street, and crossing over Grenfell Street, do notice
the trams lined up for passengers ready for a picnic in the foothills.
Continuing on past the Town Hall, we are back where we commenced our
walk this lovely Autumn day in 1898. In conclusion, I would like to sa~ that
the buildings you have seen on your walk have been built to last, and will
certainly be here in 100 or even 200 years!"
Elizabeth Rogers
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THE CLIPPER CITY OF ADELAIDE
In 1982 and 1993, I spoke to the Society on the early and ongoing history of
the clipper City ofAdelaide. Reports of my talks were subsequently printed in
the Society's Newsletters. New members interested in sailing ships may wish
to refer to those earlier issues for additional information.
I will backtrack to remind readers of the early history of the clipper.
The City ofAdelaide was built at Sunderland, United Kingdom, in 1864, for
the South Australian trade. It was designed to the specifications of my greatgrandfather Captain David Bruce who was also part owner. He had
commanded the barques Irene and Brazillian, and knew exactly the type of
ship needed for trading.
The clipper was launched and sailed on her maiden voyage from Plymouth in
May J 864 with David Bruce in command. The Adelaide Register published a
glowing report on her arrival at Port Adelaide, with delightful descriptions of
her appearance and fittings. Passengers were equally enthralled with their
experience. The City ofAdelaide traded between South Australia (Port
Augusta) and the United Kingdom for 23 years. My grandfather, Alexander,
and his brother, John, each commanded the clipper in tum, a unique family
history.

plastic, it was towed out to sea via Greenock and Ardrossan to Irvine, to be
put into dry dock. The Irvine Maritime Museum, when completed, will be the
largest in the United Kingdom. After being stripped and gutted, the extensive
restoration of the clipper to her former glory will take approximately 10 ye:i.rs.
Already accorded the status of a Grade A listed building, she will be refloated
as a permanent maritime piece of history. The clipper will be renamed City of
Adelaide, which coupled with its present name Carrick, dominates the banner
at the entrance where she is berthed.
Last year Christopher Pyne, M.P., gave me an Australian flag to send to
Irvine. On 6 April 1998, Dr. Neal Blewitt, Australian High Commissioner in
London, was invited to hoist the flag next to the Union Jack. (Please see copy
below of photo which appeared in the Irvine newspaper.) This ceremony
marked the completion of Phase One of the ongoing extensive restorations, and
the beginning of Phase Two. The Australian flag will continue to be flown for
special events and visits.
Visitors, especially from Adelaide, are welcome at the Museum. While there,
they may read the comprehensive history of the vessel, its commanders, and
the fact that she is now the oldest wool clipper in the world.

Pam Whittle

In 1887 the vessel was re-rigged and used as a collier, then sold to the North
Atlantic timber trade. In 1895 she was deregistered and converted to an
isolation hospital, but never used.
Toe British Admiralty purchased the clipper in 1923, renamed her Carrick,
and used her as a drill ship at Leith, Scotland, until the end of World War II .
The efforts of the Earl of Montrose saved her from being scrapped. She was
then refitted as a RNVR Naval Officers Club, and moored on the River Clyde
by the Jamaican Bridge, Glasgow, in 1947. After sinking in 1989, she was
raised and towed to Gavan. Suspiciously, she sank again, and remained under
water for 13 months.
Tremendous historical interested then ensued. At great cost, the Scottish
Maritime Trust, and the History Trust, raised the clipper. Wrapped in black
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MORE BRITISH THAN THE BRITISH:
CREATING THE HISTORY OF REPATRIATION IN SA.
Meeting, Monday 18 May, 1998
Dr. Peter Last was Medical Superintendent of the Repatriation General
Hospital, Daw Park,for many years until his recent retirement. He has
written on the above topic, and his well-illustrated talk gave us a brief
summary of his book.

Until 1972 there were no requirements for any Commonwealth Government
Department to keep documents. Dr. Last was fortunate to find the master file
on the building of what was known as "105 Australian General Hospital" at
Daws Road. He also interviewed 134 people who knew the hospital as
patients, staff or families, clerical staff, cooks, orderlies, gardeners and
domestics. Some were pleased to have their memories recorded, but others
found the remembrances painful.
Dr. Last mentioned the anomaly of our early years when people ofthis colony
saw themselves, or were told to regard themselves, as British, even if they
came from elsewhere. In this connection, he mentioned the great number of
Australians who had been called up by Britain to fight in World War I - · - ", ~
64 .8% of these were casualties, compared with U.K. 's figure of 47. I%.
No. 7 Australian General Hospital was established at Keswick (later to
become the Repatriation General Hospital, Daw Park) to cope with the huge
number of World War I casualties on their way home from Europe. When
the same insanity of war was repeated in World War II, again hospital wards
were crowded with the results of such tragedy. As in World War I, London
set the priorities for the deployment of Australian forces . Dr. Last mentioned
that members of the Bomber Command of the RAAF were integrated with the
RAF, and many of the former never flew in defence of their own country.
It was not until years afterwards that questions were asked why men of our
Ninth Division died in the invasion of Borneo which began on IO June 1945,
and was undertaken to protect British oil interests. The Japanese forces there
never posed any threat to Australia.
Dr. Last concluded by giving us a brief history of the building of the Daw
House mansion early this century, to be later compulsorily acquired under
wartime powers.

Joy Batt
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Worth Noting
The Burnside Historical Society welcomes the following new members
since the last Newsletter (March 1998):
Mrs Patricia Ashwin of Beaumont,
Mr Stewart Cockburn of Glen Osmond,
Mrs Rosemary Scott of Linden Park,
Miss Pauline Teesdale Smith ofKingswood,
Mr Gareth and Mrs Honora Griffith of Walkerville.

Eastern Regional Seminar
The Burnside Historical Society has offered to host the next regional
seminar sometime in 1999, with help from the City of Burnside.
An invitation is extended to members willing to work on a new subcommittee for about one year to begin forward planning the seminar.
Small groups will work on the venue, program (including possible
outdoor visits), sponsorship, catering, advertising etc.

This is your chance to contribute ideas and then help to make this
regional seminar a memorable event of which we can all be proud.

Publications received (please contact the Editor for further
information):
Allen & Unwin' s 1998/99 catalogue of Politics and History texts.

