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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL.SOCIETY INC. 

OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the Society shall be: 

P.O. Box 152 
GLENSIDE, S.A. 5065 

2.1 to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discuss ion of Australian 
and South Australian history and in particular, the history of the City of 
Burnside; 

2.2 to promote the collection, recording, preservation and class ification of 
works, source material and artifacts of all kinds relating to Burnside history; 

2.3 to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites of 
historical significance in the City of Burnside; 

2.4 to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia; 
2.5 to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment of 

any of the above objectives. 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1996 - 1997 

President: 
Responsible Officer: 
Vice-President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Committee: 

Mrs Barbara Parker 

" " 
Mr Deane Dinning 
Miss Elaine Smyth 
Mr Richard House 

Mrs Edna Bayfield 
Mr John Clark 
Mr Alan Cross 
Mr John Love 
Mrs Wendy McGuffog 
Mrs Margaret Sando 

Editorial Sub- Mrs Barbara Parker 
Committee: Mrs Rosemary Brown 

Mrs Barbara Crompton 
Mrs Elizabeth Rogers 
Miss Janet Clark 

COVER: Replica ofHM Bark Endeavour. 

(Ph.8379 461 3) 

(Ph.8332 8019) 

17 March 
Monday 

6 April 
Sunday 

PROGRAM - 1997 

The George Bolton Archival Footage: 1930s -1960s 
This historic video was filmed by George Bolton, local 
businessman and Mayor of Burnside 1952 -54 and 1962 
- 67. The 16 mm film was edited and transposed for 
videotape. It includes footage of Mt Osmond Golf 
Club, Burnside during the war years, Attunga and the 
War Memorial Hospital, Kensington Oval, Olympic 
Sports Field and the Hazelwood Park and pool 
controversy. The film is quite nostalgic and will bring 
back many memories . It has been made available by 
courtesy of the late Mr Bolton's family . 

Day trip to Victor Harbor and Port Elliot 
Both these towns were established to provide the sea 
connection to Goolwa and the Murray River trade via 
the rail way link. Many of the old buildings still exist. 
On arrival at Victor Harbor we will be taken on a 
guided bus tour by Margaret Zilm of the National Trust. 
A visit to Yilki and the Bluff where the early whaling 
settlers lived will be included, followed by a visit to the 
museum in the old station master's house. 
We will then have a special visit to Mount 1- reckan. 
This large castle-like house on the hill overlooking the 
town was originally built as the country house of Sir 
Alexander Hay of Linden, and has recently been 
purchased by the Baron and Baroness Balintober from 
England who are restoring it after years of neglect. 
Lunch will be at the old 1880s cottage of Richard and 
Peggy House. It will be followed by a walking tour 
through the interesting historic parts of Port Elliot, led 
by Lorraine Pommery of the Port Elliot National Trust. 
We will end the day with an optional trip on the Cockle 
Train ($5 own expense) to Goolwa where the bus will 
meet us for the return to Adelaide. 

1 

• 



--
Cost: $30 
Meeting Place: Outside the Burnside Community Centre 
When: 
Bookings: 

21 April 

Monday 

19May 
Monday 

15 June 
Sunday 

Cost: 
Payment: 

8.30 a.m. Return 6.00 p.m. 
Richard House ir8379 9015 

Annual General Meeting (short) followed by the 
history behind several of Burnside Council's parks 
and gardens 
Members involved in the project to research the history 
of Burnside Council's parks and gardens will describe 
their progress to date. 

Hotels of South Australia 
Ms Pat Sumerling is a consultant historian and one of 
her research topics is South Australian hotels. She will 
provide an illustrated history of some of this State's 
pubs. 

Bus tour of Campbelltown Municipality. 
The Campbelltown Historical Society conducts a bus 
tour (including commentary) of historical highlights in 
Campbelltown, Athelstane, Paradise and Magill. 

$5 .00 each (including afternoon tea), 
secures a booking. Required by our May 
meeting (19 May), 

Meeting Place: The Old Council Chambers, just north of the 
intersection of Montacute and Newton Roads , 

Time: 
Tour length: 
Bookings: 
Contact: 

16 June 

Monday 

1.20 p.m., 
2 hours (approximately 1.30 p.m.- 3.30 p.m.) , 
Essential. The numbers are limited to 25 , 
Alan Cross if8333 2748 

Cleland Conservation Park - an Environmental 
History 
The Cleland Conservation Park covers an area of 2500 
hectares and lies between Waterfall Gully and the 
Mount Lofty Summit. Mr Colin Harris (a BHS 
member) from the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources will speak on human interaction with 
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21 July 

18 August 

the environment. He will focus on European activities 
and also examine former Aboriginal use of the area. 

The Adelaide Museum - its history, personalities and 
workings 
Speaker: Mr Mike Gemmell. 

Topic to be confirmed 

18 September The History of European Settlement on Yorke 
Peninsula 
Speaker: Dr Geoffrey Bishop. 

16 October Topic to be confirmed 

18 - 19 October Weekend Trip to Yorke Peninsula 
Confirmed diary date. 
Full details will be given in the June 1997 Newsletter. 

20 November Pulteney Grammar School 
Speaker: Mr John Moore 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the 
Burnside Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at 
8.00 p.m. unless an alternative time or venue is notified. 

Diary Date: 
The Biennial Eastern Regional Seminar -- 25 October 1997. 
This will be the third one day seminar when historical societies in this 
region combine to discuss topics of common interest. 
Theme: History among the Red and Blue Gums 
Hosts: Norwood Hi storical Society (to be part ofNorwood's 

Heritage Week). 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the Sixteenth Annual General Meeting of 
the Burnside Historical Society Inc. will be held in the Burnside 
Community Centre on Monday, 21 April 1997, at 8.00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

Apologies 

2 Minutes of the fifteenth Annual General Meeting 15/4/96 

3 President's Report 

4 Treasurer's Report 

5 Determination of Subscription Fees for 1997 /98 

6 Election of the Committee for 1997 /98 

7 Election of the Auditor for 1997 /98 

8 Other Business 

The Committee for 1996/97 consists of: 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Other Members 

* Mrs Barbara Parker 
* Mr Deane Dinning 
* Ms Elaine Smyth 
* Mr Richard House 
* Mr John Clark 
* Mr John Love 
* Mrs Wendy McGuffog 

Mrs Edna Bayfield 
Mr Alan Cross 
Mrs Margaret Sando 

In accordance with paragraph 8.1 of the Constitution the President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three other members are due to retire. 
The members marked * are those retiring in 1997, and are eligible for re
election . 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

NOMINATION FORM 

The following member is nominated to serve on the Committee: 

Nominee: 

Address: 

Position: 

for the term of office between ............ and ............ . 
(e.g. between 1997 and 1999) 

* * * * * 

I agree to accept nomination for the above position 

Signature of nominee: .............................. . ..... . 

Proposed by: 

Seconded by: 

• Each year the following have to be elected for a one year term: 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer. 

• Three Committee members are elected each alternate year for a 
two yea,· term. 
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VISIT TO ADELAIDE AND GA Y'S ARCADES 
Twilight Meeting, 20 January 1997 

Despite an extremely hot night, a very large number of members assembled 
for our first meeting of 1997, a twilight visit to Adelaide and Gay's Arcades. 
Sharon Leaney, Promotions Co-ordinator, Adelaide Arcade Pty Ltd., was an 
excellent guide throughout the evening. Articulate and knowledgeable, her 
enthusiasm and interest for the Arcades enabled us not only to be aware of 
the refurbishment but to vicariously experience the early heady days. 

When the Adelaide Arcade was built in 1885, it comprised 50 shops . 
Nowadays it boasts a diverse range of over 100 speciality retail outlets on the 
ground floor and balcony level. Over two million bricks and 50,000 square 
feet of glass were used in the building, together with ex.tensive ornamental cast 
iron. Built at a cost ofof69,000, the Adelaide Arcade provided much-needed 
work for 200 men engaged in the construction under the contractor W. Pett & 
Sons during the depression year of 1885. 

One of the first buildings in Adelaide to use the then novel facility of electric 
light, the whole Arcade was illuminated with a supply provided by a large 
engine located in the area now occupied by Manhattan Dry Cleaners. Each 
shop was also fitted with an elegant gas lamp. The ex.tensive use of cast iron, 
plate glass and electric lighting suggests that the architectural firm ofWithall 
& Wells was extremely progressive and able to respond to design requirements 
and the new construction materials and techniques of the time. 1885 also saw 
the erection of the adjoining Gay's Arcade under the architectural supervision 
of James Cumming, and built by N.W. Trudgeon forll 1,000. 

Both arcades are a fine testimony to the period during which Rundle Street 
was transformed into a retail area of great renown. Other significant 19th 
century shopping establishments in the area have been either greatly altered or 
lost. Myers old building was much altered and then demolished to make way 
for the Myer Centre, and the old Birks building was demolished to be replaced 
by David Jones. (And now John Martin's is next on the extinction list!) 

One of the most exotic features of the Adelaide Arcade was the Turkish Baths 
which occupied the south-eastern corner (the present-day of site ofHaigh's 
Chocolates) . The baths were lavishly fitted out, and clients given a choice of 
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warm baths at one shilling and Turkish baths at four shillings . Naturally, like 
all old buildings, Adelaide Arcade is believed to own a resident ghost. In the 
early 1900s, an Adelaide Arcade caretaker was killed by a fall into the 
electricity generator. There have been intermittent reports over the years of 
'Charlie', with 'sightings, 'strange footsteps', and other mysterious 
phenomena which cannot be explained. However, Charlie did not make an 
appearance during our visit - perhaps it was too hot for him! 

An intriguing point during our "walk and talk" with Sharon, was a pause at 
the Duryea Panorama, now re-housed upstairs in the Adelaide Arcade from its 
former location in Old Parliament House. This captivating panorama is a 
circular view of Adelaide late in 1865. Townsend Duryea took these photos 
from scaffolding around the newly-completed tower of the Adelaide Town 
Hall, beginning in the morning, and working his way around the tower. 
Joined together, the 14 pictures give a fascinating bird 's-eye view of colonial 
Adelaide. For the benefit of members who may wish to view the panorama, 
it is open between 9 am to 3 pm, Monday to Friday, and admission is free . 
Strongly recommended! 

In 1935 the lease of the arcade complex was taken over by Alfred Netter and 
Alexander Solomon, who commissioned alterations in an attempt to boost 
trading. This was the advent of the central booths, in the modern idiom of the 
thirties, and also the box electric lighting over the shops. More extensive 
alterations occurred in 1968 with the addition of a walkway at the first floor 
level which doubled the number of shops in the Arcade. On 3 August 1980 a 
fire broke out in Gay's Arcade, which was completely gutted and the Adelaide 
Arcade was extensively damaged at a cost ·of $2,000,000. 

Our visit concluded at Gay's Arcade, where the remodelling done after the 
1980 fire was in contrast to the classical elegance of the Adelaide Arcade 
refurbishment. It was with relief that we learned from Sharon that restoration 
similar to that of the major arcade is being planned for Gay's Arcade also. 

Coffee, Tea, Cake, seats and air-conditioning provided an enjoyable and 
refreshing conclusion to our first 1997 meeting. Through our guide, Sharon, 
we appreciated that Adelaide Arcade is a beautiful historic building. 
We congratulate all those who are endeavouring to recapture the historic 
influences of both arcades to emphasise their excellent features. 

Elizabeth Rogers 
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A WALK THROUGH THE 'ENDEAVOUR' REPLICA 
17 February 1997 

Another warm night and another large enthusiastic audience were both 
evident at the talk by Commander Robin Pennock on the 'Endeavour' 
replica. Commander Pennock was a long-term career officer with the Royal 
Australian Navy. He has had a great interest in maritime history for a 
number of years, and was the volunteer guides' coordinator for the last visit 
of the 'Endeavour' replica to South Australia in May 1996. Such a keen 
speaker and an engrossing subject provided a memorable combination. 

During the course of his talk, Commander Pennock arranged for a plan of the 
original 'Endeavour' to be passed around among the audience, as well as 
photos of the replica. The small size of both vessels was noted with 
amazement. Commander Pennock pointed out that the original ' Endeavour ' 
was built as a collier in 1764 at Whitby, England. In 1768 it was purchased 
by the Royal Navy and refitted for its historic voyage under the command of 
Captain James Cook. Cook' s original purpose for the 1768-71 voyage was to 
observe, on behalf of the Royal Society, the transit of Venus in Hawaii. 

Commander Pennock reminded us that, contrary to some popular belief, Cook 
was not the 'discoverer' of Australia, nor indeed the first European to sight or 
land on the 'new' shores . Others had been before him, including the 
Portuguese and Dutch; among the latter were names known to us from school
days, Willem Jancz (1606), Dirk Hartog (1616), and Abel Tasman (1642) 
As well, in 1621 the crew of an English ship, the 'Trial ', were the first 
Englishmen to see the continent. 

Life in Cook 's day in the 'Endeavour ' was not easy. Ideas of occupational 
health and safety would never have been considered, nor would issues of stress 
and trauma. If men did not volunteer, they were press-ganged into the navy . 
The human factor was of little importance compared to the grandiose plans of 
achieving an objective. This makes Cook a very forward-thinking man for his 
time, with his insistence on the sailors eating fruit to overcome the tendency to 
scurvy prevalent in a diet based on bread and meat. In addition, he prescribed 
a weekly bath for them. Very revolutionary! 

The storage of provisions for the three-year voyage necessitated every bit of 
space being utilised . In addition, the necessary refitting as a scientific ship to 

9 



accommodate the 'floating laboratory' of Sir Joseph Banks further contributed 
to the cramped conditions for the sailors. Living and working in a space 4'6" 
from floor to ceiling was not conducive to mental or physical health. 
95 people were housed in the original 'Endeavour', a vessel 98 feet long and 
29 feet wide, with a high-pooped, snub-nosed hull. 

Turning from the original 'Endeavour' to the replica, Commander Pennock 
pointed out that the National Museum in Darling Harbour wanted such a 
reconstruction in 1987 as a centre-piece for their complex. Alan Bond and the 
Bond Corporation took up this idea as a bicentennial gift to Australia, 
contributing $8,000,000 . When the Bond Corporation later had to withdraw, 
other funding was obtained, including money from Japan, but again that 
source was short-lived. Subsequently, a Foundation was formed and money 
started to come in. A total amount of $17,000,000 was eventually received. 

In pointing out that there are no plans of the original 'Endeavour', 
Commander Pennock mentioned that survey plans, together with plans of 
alterations, re-fittings and conversions of similar vessels, available from the 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich, made the replica the most authentic 
representation of an I 8th century sailing ship ever built. 

Conunander Pennock gave an interesting description of the absence of toilet 
facilities for the ordinary sailors, and the 'novel' way of dealing with this 
situation . (In comparison, officers had the luxury of chamber pots.) 
The 20th century 'Endeavour' did not insist on this authenticity, preferring 
instead to install showers and toilets. Another departure is that the replica 
carries modem-day navigation aids, including radar, but these are all carefully 
hidden so as not to destroy the effect for the visitor. 

In concluding his talk, Commander Pennock gave details of the current voyage 
of the ' Endeavour' replica to the U.K. Those members who intend being in 
the U. K. between April and mid-October 1997, might like to visit the replica 
during her voyage around the British coast. Details of ports and dates are 
obtainable from our President. The variety of questions from the audience 
indicated the interest of members in the 'Endeavour' , both the original and the 
replica. We were privileged to have been guided by Commander Pennock on a 
'walk' which bridged vessels and centuries . 

Elizabeth Rogers 
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ATTUNGA 

THE BURNSIDE WAR MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
· THE HOUSE AND GARDEN 

It is interesting that a proposition to found a hospital for the Burnside 
community should be aired in the Post-War Reconstruction and 
Development Committee of the Burnside Council in 1943, a time 
when Japan posed a great threat to Australia. What faith they had to 
plan such a venture at such a time. The Community Hospital was to be 
a memorial to the fallen servicemen and women, including nurses, of 
two world wars and they were prepared to spend up to £100,000. Six 
months later the Mayor was able to report that Mr. Otto von Rieben of 
Attunga in Toorak Gardens was offering his property for this purpose. 
It was not surprising that the Council accepted his offer unanimously 
and immediately! 

Otto von Rieben had begun his working life in Broken Hill, made 
good use of the experience he gained as an employee of the mining 
industry and made his fortune in mining stock. He retired early and in 
1909 purchased Attunga from Benjamin Burford of the well-known 
Adelaide soap business and thereafter lived in the house and created 
the garden . 

The house was built in 1905 by Burford with Alfred Daneker as 
architect. His work can also be seen elsewhere in the neighbourhood. 
Its style is easily recognisable as belonging to the Federation period 
and in good company with Carclew in North Adelaide and Eden Park, 
Marryatville. The features of this style as seen at Attunga include stone 
with red brick quoins, distinctive tall chimneys.,detailed woodwork on 
verandas and porches and prominent turrets. Across Australia 
variations on the theme were built in the early years of the century. Art 
Nouveau decorations are another feature of the period and thus the 
iron gates of Attunga and its wall of brick and stucco are an important 
part of the property. 
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This was a strong period in Australia's history. The depression of the 
eighties had given way to prosperity , reflected in affluent housing, 
much of which decorates the suburb of Toorak Gardens, built on part 
of Prescott's farm. The Institute of Architects, formed in 1886, was 
providing professional standards of architecture and building and these 
houses stand the test of time some one hundred years later. 

The Burnside community was very involved in setting up the hospital 
and the fetes held in the Attunga garden are not forgotten by many 
older residents. In 1949 the house was opened as a convalescent home 
and in 1956 a new hospital was built on the paddock to the east of the 
house. The Burnside War Memorial Hospital has thrived under its. 
Board of Management which includes three members of the Council 
and in 1987 the property was placed on the State Heritage list. 

The garden he made was the joy of Otto Von Rieben and in his Deed of 
Gift he stipulated that it be maintained in good heart and that his 
gardener be retained for as long as he chose. The trees are one of the 
chief delights of this garden and especially the palms, some of which 
were lifted from Tusmore House at the division of that property. It is 
an important piece of open space for the area and the Board has plans 
to add to the planting in sympathy with its origins and make it more 
accessible to patients and welcoming to the public. I would be very 
happy to receive any pictures or remembrances of the garden to assist 
in these plans. The George Bolton films are a useful resource in the 
process of rehabilitation. 
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Barbara Crompton 
83796405 

It has let Itself go a bit over the years, but the Attunga Gardens are slowly being 
nursed back to health. Friends of the heritage-listed garden, which is jn the grounds 
of the Burnside War Memorial Hospital, are investigating ways to improve the look 
and maintenance of the site. Anyone who can offer ideas, suitable perennial plants 
and bulbs, or donations to buy a water feature for the garden, can contact Burnside's 
Cr Barbara Crompton, (left) pictured with Friends of Attunga Garden member Jo 

Sampson, on 8379 6405. Photo: Denys Finney 720 

Reprinted with kind permission from Eastern Courier Messenger, 
Wednesday, February 26, 1997, p. 'i. 
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Worth Noting 

The Burnside Historical Society welcomes the following new member 
who has joined since the last Newsletter (December 1996): 
Mrs Merrily Hallsworth of Mitcham. 

Publications (contact the Editor for further information) 
The Pinneer Register, PO Box 1011, Dickson, ACT, 2602. First 
Edition: vols. 26 and 27 now available (cost of each volume $19.00 + 
$3.00 postage). The Pioneer Register project now has 2700 families 
published, and is the largest genealogical work published in Australia. 
Each new volume contains ] 00 new families. 

. John McDouall Stuart Society Inc. 
A special invitation is extended to interested persons to attend the 
,John McOouall Stuart Remembrance Ceremony. It will be held at 
his statue in Victoria Square (corner of King William and Flinders 
Streets), /\delaide, on Sunday, 23 March 1997 at 2.30 p.m. The 
Annual ~kneral ~ee~ing will follow in the Old Methodist Meeting 
Hall behmd the Ptlgnm Church, Flinders Street. Refreshments will be 
served after the Stuart Memorial address (topic this year is William 
Darton Kekwick) . 

The Botanic Gardens of Adelaide and State Herbarium 
A Fusion of Art and Science. An exhibition of works by Robert 
Brown and Ferdinand Bauer. The first botanist and botanical artist to 
collect, study and publish work on South Australian plants and 
companions of Matthew Plinders on The Investigator 1801 - 1803. 
In the Museum of Economic Botany until 31 March 1997 (open 
Monday to Thursday 11 a.m. - 3 p .m., Sunday 12 noon - 4 p.m. (closed 
Fridays and Saturdays)). 
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Special Guided Walks. Walk the trail in the Botanic Gardens with the 
Botanic Gardens Guides to see some of the plants featured in this 
exhibition. Then see Ferdinand Bauer's prints in the Museum of 
Economic Botany after an Australian morning tea in the Botanic 
Gardens Restaurant. Sunday 9 and Thursday 13 March at lO a.m. 
Tickets $10.00 each. Bookings essential ii' 8337 3777. 

Other Historical Walks 
1. Personalities of Kensington and Marryatvi/le 

Saturday 5 April 1997 2 p.m. 
Walk leaders Janet and Peter Whitham 
Meeting Place: The Acacias (Loreto College) - southeast 
corner of Portrush and Kensington Roads 
Finish: Robin Hood Hotel, Portrush Road, about 4 .p.m . 
Cost: $5.00 
Contact for bookings: ir 8331 3503 

2. Heritage Walking Tour of Magill 
Sunday 15 June 1997 
Meeting and Finishing Place: Tower Hotel 
Approx. Distance: 3.5 kilometres 
Approx . time: 1 hour 15 minutes 
Parking: Tower Ilotel Car Park 

Australian Electric Transport Museum (SA) Inc. 
This day will celebrate the opening of the first electric tram service in 
Adelaide on 9 March 1909. The first tram ran to Kensington. This 
fully restored tram will be on display. Other trams will be running 
continuously during the day . 

Sunday 9 March 1997. 
St Kilda Tramway Museum, St Kilda Road. 
Tram rides, ·pecial events. 
Exhibition of photographs and other historical material. 

15 

• 



~urnsio£ ~istorical ~oci£tt! ~nc. 
PO Box 152 , 
Glenside, 
South Australia 5065 

Invitation 

The mock-up above of the Society's present letterhead has existed 
since inception in 1980. Whilst locals can identify with the historical 
significance of the tollgate, it is not labelled and may not be so well 
known elsewhere. The Committee invites members to comment on the 
retention of this letterhead. Those with artistic bent are also invited to 
submit an alternate design. Please comment to the President. 

Letter to the Editor 

Could you correct the ad nauseum in my letter after the 
Demasius story to ad nauseam as in nauseA. As an erstwhile 
Latin teacher and editor into the bargain - what a blot on my 
escutcheon I 

Good on you for tracing the history of Demasi us. It needs to 
be recorded. What a blow that was to us! 

Alison Dolling 
I Sorry, I missed it to too! Ed.] 
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· ' ·- ~-·· .·\1-. :·::~~2/-:ic,.:~ . 
In 1901 as to d ay. John Martin 's store was a focal point for Christmas shoppers in Adelaide. John Martin's 
is still at tho sam e ad dress in Rundle Street. but it is now a large department store and parking meters 
have rep laced h it c hing post s outs ide. The city had 162,000 people in 1901 

ource: Australia 's Yesterdays: a look at our recent past, 
Readers Digest Pty Ltd, Sydney, I 974, p.62. 
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