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The objectives of the Society shall be

to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion ol A11\11 :i11 :1n
and South Australian history and in particular. the history ol 1hr < 11\ llf

22

Burnside:
to promote the collection, recording. preservation and class1tica11011 nl
works, source material and artifacts of all kinds relating to H111 l\'1d t·
_ .
.
history;
to assist in the protection and preservauon ofbmldmgs, worb :i11d •. ,t r, of
historical significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout A11,11 ,1'1 ,1,
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to th1: :1tt.1111111l·nt
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Treasures of the State Library of South Australia
Ms Valmai Hankel has achieved notoriety in South
Australia as a prominent librarian and keeper of the
rare book collection at the State Library. Her
address describing some of the treasures, will be
preceded by recounting some of her own travels over
the deserts, telling us of materials used by
Aborigines.

19 August

The Conservationist as a Poet
Mr Graham Jenkin is a well known historian, writer
and poet. In June 1995 he attempted to present The
Poet as Historian to our meeting, but unfortunately
there was considerable interference from the room
next door. Several members asked to hear him again
under less trying conditions, and we look forward to
his new presentation of this topical subject.
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OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1996- 1997
President:
Responsible Officer:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Mrs Barbara Parker
Mrs Barbara Parker
Mr Deane Dinning
Miss Elaine Smyth
Mr Richard House

Committee:

Mr John Clark
Mr Alan Cross
Mr John Love
Mrs Wendy McGuffog
Mr Ray Reeves
Mrs Margaret Sando

··, I

,''

I~\"

I

•

I •

I

•

/

I

,·

Jl'~:.t

'1

•

1'

l •

•

I

I\

..

t.

•'
I II'•"

";iu .,

I

• Il

ft,.

I

*
~

L

' ')

I

1 ,

ll

.- ~

'~ -- ' ,/ tr>.

.., ., ~

~-

'J,

T

,,;,

1_

:-.i,

~ p,

·:,,

"'

_ ..

~

•·"'
, ,· •, .

1
1 '

-..

••

•

I

•

,._

I

•1•

:

•

I

-

Al
I

I • l

'

•

"" I

._,
•

•

•

I I=• •, •"".•
~

I

fl

•
I['"'

•

• -

,l

II('I ,.j • ~

Monday

A

Editorial Sub- :·. - .
Committee:
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(Ph. 379 4613)
(Ph. 379 4613)
(Ph. 332 8019)
(Ph. 3 799015)

History of Gas in South Australia
The overview will include the history of the Gas
Company and gas lighting, among many other
developments. The speaker is Mr Graham Moloney - an
employee, and co-ordinator of The SA Gas Company
Historical Group.

15 July
Monday

of any of the abO\)e objectives.
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Mrs Barbara Parker
Mrs Rosemary Brown
Mrs Barbara rompton
Mrs Eli1.abeth Rogers
· Miss Janet Clark

***
MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the
Burnside Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at
8.00 p.m. unless an alternative time or venue is notified.
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COVER: Our picture of the original 1H JRNSIDE COUNCIL CHAMI\I I<'
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22 August
Thursday

Evening Tour of the Old Treasury Bui/din;:
Mr Michael Taliangis is now the only person worki ng
in the old Treasury Building, where he carries the
grand title of custodian of the Mu seum of
Exploration, Surveying and Land Herita •e This
building is steeped in the early history of the State
and stories abound covering the underground tu nnels,
gold held by the State, the original coloni al offices,
rushes for land titles, Tom Playford and lllany others.

Details:

Meet at Old Treasury Building, corner of King
William and Flinders Streets.
6 p.m.
Time:
$3.00
Cost:
Alan Cross 11333 2748
Bookings:

16 September Exploring Naracoorte and Peno/a
Dr Leith MacGillivray will provide a general
Monday
historical background as an introduction to the
weekend trip . Leith grew up in the South East,
taught at Naracoorte and Mt Gambier High Schools,
and investigated European land settlement in the
South East from 1840 - 1940 for her doctoral thesis .
Leith will touch on Aboriginal ownership before the
arrival of the first white settlers who were mainly
Scottish capitalist-pastoralists. Small settlers
followed over the next century around areas such as
Bool Lagoon and Coonawarra. Mention will al so be
made of the Coonawarra Fruit Colony; mem I able
South East poets; the geologist-priest Fath · 1 T ·nison
Woods; Mother Mary McKillop; and th /\1 r ti · and
Antarctic explorer, John Rymill.
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Weekend trip to Naracoorte and Peno/a
11 - 13 October
Many people will consider that they are quite familiar
with the South East, especially those who frequently
pass through it en route to and from Victoria. This
trip is designed to explore two areas in much greater
depth, assisted - as is our custom, by several local
experts. Friends are most welcome as usual.
Tentative
6.00 p.m. leave Adelaide by bus for an
Friday:
Itinerary:
overnight stay in Naracoorte.
Travel to Bool Lagoon for an
Saturday:
escorted Board Walk, before continuing to Penola.
Guided tour of Peno la including Mother Mary
McKillop highlights, and the nearby historic property
'Yallum Park'. Overnight in Naracoorte including a
group dinner.
visits include the Mary Seymour
Sunday:
Conservation Park; World Heritage listed Naracoorte
Caves; On the Sheep's Back Museum and a winery.

Details:

The cost will be less than $200.00, depending on
final details and the numbers .
Payment will be required closer to the time
Numbers will be limited to 30.
Expressions of interest are now sought, and may be
registered with Alan Cross 11333 2748

21 October
Monday

Discovering Women in South Australian History
Speaker:

Dr Helen Jones

18 November My Pi.oneer Ancestors -- 1840 to 1850
Member presentations.
Monday
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THE STANDARDISATION OF AUSTRALIAN
RAILWAY GAUGES SINCE WORLD WAR II
Meeting - 18 March 1996
Our speaker, David Reid. is one of our Society's Life Memhers. /Jejiire
his retirement he was the Acting Chief Civil Engineer o/A11stralia11 National
Railways, and earlier he had been Officer in Charge o(Stanclardi.rntio11 on the
Port Pirie/ Broken Hi/I line for South Australian Railways.

As I listened to David speaking, I thought to myself- 'If only our li,n;bears had be~n able
the to reach an agreement right at the start as to which gauge would be used exclusively for
our railways throughout Australia, we would not have ended up with such a diversity of
gauges: Broad Gauge (5ft 3 ins.); Standard Gauge (4 ft . 8½ ins.); Narr~w G_auge (3ft. 6
ins.); .. . and how much less complicated the organisation of our country s railway system
would have been.' But of course, in those far-off days it would have been nigh on
impossible for people living so far apart in the various states to have come together to
.
.
.
agree to some sensible arrangement.
So we had railways with differing gauges, and this meant that trnn\'/a stat1Cms were
necessary throughout the country in locations such as Albury, Port Pirie, Broken Hill, etc.
where the transfer of passengers and freight from, say, a narrow gauge tram to a standard
gauge train, had to take place. This often caused untold delays. (The only
.
remaining significant transfer station these days is in Brisbane.)
David showed us maps of the railway system as it has been over the years, with the
railway routes shown in distinctive colours according to their gauges , thus making the
situation more understandable for us.
Near the end of World War II the Australian Government railways were suffering from
long-term neglect. In 1944 the Federal Government commisioned Sir Harold Clapp, a
former Victorian railway engineer, to prepare a rail gauge unification plan for the country,
choosing the Standard Gauge. Clapp basically re.commended conversion of Victorian and
South Australian broad gauge, and also the line from Kalgoorlie to Fremantle, to be
achieved over an I I -year period, anticipating that hordes of returned servicemen from
World War II would be available as railway workers. As it so happened, railway workers
.
were not easy to recruit, and C:app's proposals have still not all been carried out.
The first project carried out, starting in 1946, was in SA, south of Wolseley, replacing a
narrow gauge with a broad gauge, carefully ensuring that it could in due course be
converted to standard gauge by moving one of the rails.
The next project was the construction of 350 km of standard gauge line in place _or the
narrow gauge from Port Augusta to Marree. This line, used for the transport of Leigh
Creek coal was not finished in time for the opening of the new Port Au •ustn power
station, so ~he coal was carried in narrow gauge trucks piggy-back styl · on trncks laid on
standard gauge flat cars. David showed us a picture of this curious 111111111-(l'lll ·nt.
Beginning in 1958 a standard gauge track, 305 km long, wn~ lnid lnJ111 Melbourne to
Albury, parallel to the broad gauge track, and by 1962 th · So111hrn1 /\1111u11 t.:mdd travel
'straight through' from Melbourne to Sydney.

More ambitious projects followed, and by 1970 a single standard gauge route between
Sydney and Perth came into being after two separate operations - the 700 km standard
gauge track between Perth, Fremantle and Kalgoorlie, and the 400 km track from Port Pirie
to Broken Hill. This shortened the journey between the two cities by 500 km and saved
three transfers. A new passenger train service was formed - the Indian Pacific, joining the
two oceans of those names.
In 1972 a new service opened between Port Augusta and Whyalla, the first to use
concrete sleepers.
Beginning in 1975, 830 km of standard gauge railway was laid from Tarcoola to Alice
Springs on a less flood-prone route than that followed by the old narrow gauge route. The
line came into service in 1980, and the Marree transfer station became redundant.
In 1982 the work was completed which connected Adelaide with the standard gauge
system at Crystal Brook. This work was fairly easy to carry out, as it meant moving one
rail of the broad gauge inwards by 165 mm. So at last Adelaide was connected to all other
capital cities by a single gauge - although the connection to Melbourne was still by broad
gauge. However, the completion of the conversion of the broad gauge to standard gauge
between Melbourne and Adelaide was completed in 1995. This had been relatively simple
on the SA side of the border, moving one rail across on the specially-designed concrete
sleepers, but the process had been more elaborate on the Victorian side.
Overall, in Australia, about 4,200 i,m of line have been changed to standard gauge,
having fonnerly been either broad gauge or narrow gauge, and an additional 575 km of
standard gauge line has been built.
The question of a rail link between Alice Springs and Darwin has come up over and over
again. With road transport being so popular, it is generally not considered to be viable.
The law in the Northern Territory allows up to four trailers to be towed by prime movers,
forming road trains. Restrictions on this form of road transport vary from state to state.
The cost of an Alice Springs/Darwin rail link has been estimated at $1.5 billion. David
says that this is little more than the cost ofone and a half Collins submarines, of which six
are being built at Port Adelaide. David goes on to say ... One is.forced to ponder the
justification.for either of the projects, and in particular to consider the benefits qf the
railway as compared with one and a half submarines!

At the end of David's talk, there were numerous questions from the enthusiastic
audience, and one person asked how the standard gauge of 4 ft. 8½ ins. had come about.
David said that among many suggestions that have been put forward is one that it had
originated with Roman chariots!
Rosemary Brown.
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VISIT TO PORT DOCK RAILWAY MUSEUM

President's Annual Report

24 March 1996
It was interesting to see the Railway Museum so soon after hearing David Reid's railway
talk on 18 March. Our guide, Chris Drymalik, told us that the museum is on the site of
Port Adelaide's original rail terminus and goods yards.
There is something so romantic about steam locomotives, of which we saw a number of
magnificent specimens. They are evocative of 'the good old days'! Chris described a
steam locomotive as a kellle on wheels, and gave us a simple scientific explanation of how
the force of the steam drives the pistons, and so forth, but then sa id that the vigorous action
of the pistons causes what he described as as a 'hammer blow' , which can damage the
railway lines, whereas the diesel electric locomotive (which he called u power house on
wheels) treats the rails far more gently. Steam trains had more or less faded out in favour
of diesels in SA b; 1971.
The disadvantage of steam trains was the frequency with which they had to take on fuel
and water, and whereas they had to make numerous stops on the journey across the
Nullarbor between Port Pirie and Kalgoorlie, these days, now that diesel has taken over
from steam, only two stops are made - at Tarcoola and at Cooke. Chri s gave an interesting
account of the days when the crossing was made by steam, and of the people who lived at
the small settlements where fuel and water were taken on . Food and other necessities had
to be taken to them on the trains. In the days before refrigeration, live animals were taken,
together with a butcher, who slaughtered some of them at each of the ~tops according to
the people's needs. We were shown an old freight wagon with a 'shop' in it which was for
the use of those people. When diesel took over, the crossing time from Port Pirie to
Kalgoorl ie was reduced by 8 hours.
Chris unlocked some of the passenger carriages sa that we could go inside, and the
Vice-Regal carriage, which belongs to the SA History Trust, was most impresssive with its
luxurious dining and sleeping accommodation for important travellers. They could even
have a bath in a proper bathtub! There is a delightful lounge at the far end of the carriage
with scenic windows right across the back. The passengers used to sit here in comfort and
see where they had been! Prince Phillip once rode in this carriage from Adelaide to
Murray Bridge - too short a journey for him to try the bath!
We were allowed inside a Bluebird Railcar which would have been pleasant to travel in
with its well-padded seats and big windows. However, it made one realise how fortunate
we are that smoking on public transport is now almost universally banned, as the inside of
this railcar is thoroughly impregnated with the unpleasant smell of stale tobacco smoke something we rarely encounter these days.
Chris showed us the kerosene lamps providing red lights on backs of trains. He said that
these were still required by law long after trains were electrified, and he regards this as a
joke. I don't know if they are still a legal requirement, but I feel that the luw could have
the last laugh ifa train's electrical system were to fail. The kero lamps cou ld be the means
of saving lives on a dark night if they were the only lights visible on n broken down train!
Rosemary Brown
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15 April 1996 Annual General Meeting
1995/96
Once a~ain I ha~e p~easure in presenting the President's Report using
the Society's ObJectives as the framework. ·
'to arou_se interest in and to promote the study and discussion of
Australian and South Australian history and in particular, the
history of the City of Burnside; '
Ten monthly meetings with guest speakers were held during
the pa~t year and following the practice of previous years, tape
recordmgs of the addresses were made for the Local History
Collection. The three topics concerned with Burnside included the
history behind several of Burnside's historic plaques (member
presentati?ns); Geoffrey Manning presenting Burnside the Beautiful_
how the city was named, and the Auldana Winery - now Skye
Cellars. Five meeting topics were classified as South Australian
history and three as Australian history. The most popular topics
were the twilight visit to Skye Cellars (90 attending), Tombstone
Designs (81) and The Standardization of Australia's Railway Gauges
since World War II (74).
Several arranged visits also achieved this objective. The
itinerary for an all-day bus trip to the Adelaide Hills im.luded the
notable historic places ofBirdwood, Lobethal and The Cedars Hans Heysens' home (July 1995); a weekend trip to Kangaroo Island
in November had an option for two days, or three days to include
Flinders Chase; and as mentioned above a twilight visit to Skye
Cellars proved very popular (January 1996).
Support for this program is again demonstrated by the record
average attendance of 59 at meetings achieved during 1994/95
conti~uing at that level for this reporting period. Membership has
also nsen from 177 last year to 179 this year.
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'to promo te the colfoction, recording, preservation and
classification of works, source material and artifacts of all kinds
relating to Burnside history; '
After the last AGM in 1995, presentations of the Society's
major project - the three volume Survey of Plaques in the City of
Burnside - were made to the former Mayor Mr Jim Jacobsen and to
the photog rapher Mr Andrew Treloar. During this year another zone
(Glenside Hospital) was added to the survey, and four photocopied
editions prepared for legal distribution. The Council's original set
and all the negatives eventually were lodged in the Local History
Collection of the Burnside Library, togethe r with another copy for
loan. I am happy to announce the completion of that project.
An earlier project - The Origins of Street Names in the City
of Burnside has been revised but not yet printed .
A new project is now underway, that is to research and
docum ent the history of all parks and gardens in the City of Burnside.
Meetings have been held with Council staff who assured us of their
encour agemen t and suppor t. The plan for this project is not to leave
all the work to one person but to involve members. Some members
have started on their research and other members are welcome. This
will be anothe r valuable addition to Burnside's historic record, and
will also be lodged in the Local History Collection of the Burnside
Library.
The Society made recommendations to the Mayor of
Burnside aLout documenting the Council's history, in view of
possible forthcoming changes to local government structures.
The Newsletter continues as the Society's quarterly
publication and contains reports of all meetings as well as other
material. It is exchanged with some other historical societies. I
remain impressed with the volunteer contributions toward s its
produc tion including writing, paste-up, photocopying, distribution
and posting. This year our new printing arrangements will improve its
presentation.

'to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works
and sites of historical significance in the City of Burnside; '
The Society's major activity in this area is normally
concentrated on the Glen Osmond Mines. In my 1995 report I
recorded that the Committee, in considering our legal obligations
under the Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Act, 1986,
became concerned when we discovered that the mines had not had a
government inspection for a number of years. An inspection was
carried out in September 1994 with the Council's Risk Officer
present. The outcome was that the Council temporarily closed the
mines, pending a formal safety audit and some maintenance work.
The Council sought a consultant mining engineer to underta ke the
safety audit and in March 1996 the report was completed. Since then
the Council staff are now planning to undertake the report's
recommendations and are planning the re-opening of these historic
mines next August. It is pleasing to note that the mines were
gazetted for listing on the National Estate Register last January, and
that the Society assisted the Council with the application.
This year, as in past years the Society has made
recommendations to the Council for the wording on new plaques for
possible sites of historical significance.
'to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout
Australia;'
Several members attended History along the Torrens: a
regional seminar, hosted by the Campbelltown Historical Society in
August 1995.
Two speakers from The Historical Society of SA addressed
our meetings: Dr Robert Nicol (President), Tombstone Designs in
September, and Mr Hamish Angus (Vice-President), Early Adelaide
Theatres: an architectural history perspective in July.
Two committee members attended the weekend State History
Conference last September 1995 in Kapunda ..
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Treasurer's Annual Report
Administration
During the past eighteen months the Committee has spent some time
developing and documenting occupational health and safety
procedures, to ensure that our activities do not cause harm to our
members or to any other person. · We now have a general policy;
written procedures to be followed when organising trips, outings and
historic walks; the mteting layout arrangements have been improved,
and an unsafe situation in the kitchen attended to . Now that there is
a date for re-opening the Glen Osmond Mines, we will attend to
those procedures as well.

Acknowledgements:
Special thanks for services to the Society are extended to:
for continuing commitment,
the General Committee
retiring Vice President,
John Clark
retiring Committee member,
Evelyn White
amplification and recording of
Ted Bayfield
meetings,
supper.
Ronda Collins & helpers
Newsletter:
scribe, paste-up, and
Rosemary Brown
photocopy,
Elizabeth Rogers &
·scribes,
Barbara Crompton
distribution,
Brown
Bob
&
Clark
Janet
Thirteen members who hand deliver Newsletters.

Barbara Parker

President

15 April 1996 Annual General Meeting 1995/96
The accounts for this year show a loss of $276.06 but this was
adequately covered by our start of year balance.
The main reasons for the loss were the fact ·that we no longer gain
revenue from conducting mines tours (last year $308) whilst they are in a
state of closure for safety reasons, and the significant expense of $665. 51
relating to the completion of the plaques project. Should the necessity
have eventuated we would have made a transfer from our South Aussie
Bonds investment which has always been available for this sort of
situation.
In addition it must be pointed out that the large expense of $329.38 for
gifts includes $250 for some more of the wine glasses which we give as
gifts to our speakers. This will cover us for three or four years.

During the year the Burnside Council withdrew its free photocopying
service which we have used for many years to produce our newsletter,
but instead gave us a grant of $500 towards the costs of using a
commercial bureau for the work. This has resulted in the rather unlikely
looking figure on the Income and Expenditure statement of the
newsletter producing an income of $376. 75 . This is really the balance
between the actual costs and the grant, and simple maths will thus
indicate that without it our total loss for the year would have been
$776.06.
Consequently it is with regret that we have to seek an increase in
members' annual subscriptions in order to cover the budgetted expenses
for next year, and are proposing a single member subscription of $12
( from $8) and family subscription of $18 ( from $12 ). This is still
remarkably good value for l l opportunities to attend meetings plus
receiving four newsletters.
Richard House
11
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Balance Sheet as at 31st March 1996

Income and Expendit ure Statemen t

1,723 .82

Income
Subscriptions, single
Subscriptions, family
Profit on mines tours
Profit on major tours
Profit on guided walks
Donations
Sundry sales
Interest
Newsletter grant balance in hand
Total

1995/96
740 00
536 00
000
135.28
000
2.00
15.00
142 92
376.75
1,948.95

36.30
48 .01
137.59
140.00
292.73
275.00
43 .44
355.90
102.35
I 98.25
18.00
160.90
38.00
1,846.47

Expenditure
Secretarial expenses
Printing and Stationery
Suppers
Subscriptions to others
Telephone, postage, PO box
Meeting fees
Bank charges
Insurance
Newsletter expenses
Gifts
Tapes and equipment
Plaques recording project
Society records/photos
Total

0.00
105.92
138 29
28.00
240.15
268.06
33.70
378.00
0.00
329.38
0.00
665.51
37.00
2,224.01

(122.65)

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

(276.06)

1994/95
701.00
528.00
308.00
11.97
10.00
12.00
27.50
125.35

1994/95

163103
(430.65)
1,200.38

t

\

Members Equity
General Accumulated Fund
As at 1st April 1994
Surplus/(Deficit) for the year
As at 31st March 1995

1995/96

1,200.38
(276.06)
924.32

1,529.34
308.00
1,837.34

Mines Account Reserve
As at I st April 1994
Surplus for the year
As at 31st March 1995

1,837.34
0.00
1,837.34

3,037.72

Total Members Equity

2,761.66

Members Equity is represented by:

823.44
2,506.28
3,329.72

'

176.00
116.00
292.00

)

3,037.72

Current Assets
Cash at Bank
South Aussie Bonds
Total
Current Liabilities
Subs paid in advance for:
1996/97 (Single)
1996/97 (Family)
Total
Total Net Assets

307.38
2,506.28
2,813.66

16.00
36.00
52.00
2,761.66

Appropriation of Surplus/(Deficit)

(122.65)
308.00

( 430 65)

Surplus (Deficit) from Income
and Expenditure
Transfer to Mines Account
Balance remaining as General
Accumulated Fund
Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

12

(276.06)
0 00

(276 06)

AUDITORS STATEMENT
I have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical
Society Inc. and report that the Balance Sheet and accompanying
Statement of Income and Expenditure present a true and fair view
of the Society's affairs as at 31st March 1996, according to the
books, records and information submitted to me.
K. Peacock
Auditor
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WILLIAM PATRICK AULD
s), which was
Following our January visit to Auldana Winery (now Skye Cellar
granddaughter,
established by Patrick Auld in 1852, Patrick Auld's great great
which relate not so
Patricia Rennick, has supplied us with the following anecdotes
whom
much to Patrick Auld himself, but to his son, William Patrick Auld,
John
in
ers
explor
Patricia refers to as 'WP'. WP was among the intrepid
our continent, from
McDouall Stuart 's party which made a successsful crossing of
south to north and return in 1861/ 1862. uall Stuart
Returning from that mammoth exploration journey with John McDo
William
from Adelaide to Australia 's northern shores, Patrick Au/d's son,
g wine. Eager for
Patrick, joined his father at Auldana growing vines and makin
Hon B. T Finni.,·,
the
under
further adventure, in 1864 WP joined the expedition,
Patrick Auld
866,
I
which found ed a settlement in the Northern Territory. By
and succes.,fully
wanted to go to England to establish a market for colonial wines
e the winery.
applie d to the Government.for his son to return home to manag
ines at Escape
Aborig
some
with
Before he left the Territory there was trouble
was able to
Auld
r,
Cliff,· where WP shot and killed a native. On trial for mur,le
signed by every
satisfy the court, and with a testimonial on parchment (extant)
ence in him, he
member of the exploration party, expressing their complete cm?fid
been, WP
have
might
he
as
,
was acquitted. Instead of being hanged or gaoled
There
1866.
5,
I
ber
marri ed Eliza Hartland Strawbridge in Adelaide on Novem
jest',
ready
and
are numerous stories told about WP, the 'man with the kind heart
cal jokes, which he
which illustrate his humour and fun and his capacity for practi
e! He was
courag
some
c?f
sometimes playe d on his wife: apparently a man
generous, good-hearted, and a loyal friend.
h of England,
While at Auldana, WP was an active member cif the parish Churc
collection. On at
St George's, where he was frequently delegated to take up the
cif a wellknown,
front
in
ng
least one occasion he distinguished himse lf by stoppi
what Auld
but somewhat mean worshipper, not moving until this person gave
thought he could afford!
of claret
WP also sang in the choir, and regularly took along a small bottle
ion was
object
an
untif
:'
which he drank during the service 'to clear his throat
lodged, and he gave up the choir rather than the claret!
Patricia Rennick (nee Auld)
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BURNSIDE'S PLAQUES
A.G.M . on lS April , 1996
of the
The subje ct of this meeti ng was the story behin d three more
cil, in
Coun
the
plaques place d by this society, with the assist ance of
was
ers
many place s about Burnside. The first of the three speak
now
e,
Hous
Wen dy McG uffog who told us about · Erind ale
original
comm emora ted by a plaque in Moorcroft Rd., Burnside. The
the first
in
house was built by Isabel de Mole and her sons and is listed
rate book in 1855 as an 8 room stone house on I 1 acres.
their
The family had left England to escape TB which was threatening
house
a
built
health and to them Burnside was a beautiful haven. They
called
beside Second Creek, <;urrounded by great Red Gums and bush
local
and
h
it the Waldrons. The family took part in the life of the churc
.
ulosis
tuberc
society but sadly still did not escape several death s from
,
Sison
rick
Mrs. de Mole died in I 870 and the house was sold to Frede
croft. He
a brewer. Then came John Sande rs who renam ed it Moor
estate ,
the
was a busin ess man of some stand ing who impro ved
ns. He
garde
addin g a stone bridge over the creek and exten ding the
was a staunch memb er of the local Baptist church.
r and
In 1889, Jame s Cowa n, Mem ber of Parlia ment, flour mille
He
land.
sheepfarmer, bought it and called it Erindale after his native
son,
his
had 8 children who became prominent citizens and espec ially
r. It
Sir Darcy Cowan, who was well known to many of us as a docto he
but
ls
was Cowan 's plan to set aside land for keepi ng native anima
1912
died in 1909 and his widow remained alone with her family until
acres
6.5
when the estate was subdivided and Erindale was reduced to
White
and sold to Mr. M.L.Arnold. The last owne r was Alexa nder
fauna
and
who developed the garde n into a sanctuary for native flora
in
lished
and many other attrac tive features. The house was demo
be
to
n
garde
I 957, after his death but there are still traces of the old
ed open
seen. The linear walk along the creek is the result of the requir large
of
space contribution of 12.50% incumbent upon the developers
estates.
ut on
Then Eliza beth Simp son spoke about the plaque at the look-o the
of
de
the Mt Barke r Rd. It was placed there to celeb rate the fortitu
walk to
young wome n of Hahn dorf who took it upon thems elves to
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the Adelaide markets bearing on their backs the produce of their
parents ' farms to sell. Setting out in the small hours of the morning,
walking for 5 hours or so, selling their produce and then home again
uphill does sound a daunting prospect. There was danger too from
gangs of robbers and felons as well as the loggers and splitters who
were engaged in reducing the stringy bark forest which covered the
Beaumont Hills. Theirs was a great contributio n to the survival of the
tiny Hahndorf settlement in those early years.
Elizabeth was a member of the first Beaumont House Committee
which, faced with the task of preserving the property with no money
in hand, set out to trace the girls' route. The National Trust Branch at
Hahndorf took responsibil ity for the Hahndorf to Crafers section and
the Committee the remainder of the track which ran past the land on
the Beaumont Hill which became Beaumont House.
In I ~80 a comm~mo ration walk was arranged and a large group left
the Pioneer Park 111 Hahndorf following a flag sent by the citizens of
Captain Hahn's home town in West Germany. Some of the Hahndorf
folk wore costume of the period annd they were greeted warmly at
Beaumont House. at the end of the walk . Elizabeth' s book The
/lahnJorf Walkers gives a lively account of the historic walks and the
re-enactme nt.
In 1986, on the State ' s Sesquicent enary a plaque was installed east of
the Eagle on the Hill and a tree was planted over-lookino the Waterfall
e
Gully as shown in the G.F.Angas sketch of 1887.
Our final plaque was erected on the ·s ite of Osmond Gilles' storaoe
cellar for the maturing ot wine from grapes grown on his property .ell
can be seen_at _I Blyth Street, G_len Osmond. Dean Dinning told us
of the contnbut1o n of Osmond Gilles to this state as its first Treasurer.
He bought 80 acres, on what is now Mount Osmond. in 1837 and
built Glen Osmond Villa in 1842. Later the house was named
Woodley. It was on this land that silver-lead lodes were found and the
earliest m_ining industry in Austral_ia was founded. Gilles built cottages
for the mmers some traces of which can still be found in Vine Lane.
Discovery of gold in Victoria scuttled this endeavour and Gilles
planted vines and an olive grove.
A cellar was erected, dug into the hillside at the mouth of the old adit
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to the mine, keeping the wine at an even temperatur e of I 8.5. After
Osmond Gilles' death the proper~y went through the hands of several
owners but the most entreprene unal was Horace Pridmore. In 1900 he
opened large new cellars but the old tunnel was still used for bottle
maturation of wine. Pridmore was President of the Vionerons
Associatio n in 1903 - 1905, dying in 1907. Eventually , in 1926 the
company ?ecame ~oodley Wines Ltd. and more developme nt took
place unttl operations were transfered to Coonawar ra upon the
purchase of Wynns before the last war.
By 1975, W?odley Wines_was surrounded by housing and only half
~n acre rei:iamed under Shiraz grapes but the cellar and adit remained
m use until 19~6. The property now belongs to the Hill Smiths who
ha\e restored the buildings, including the adit and it is used for a
r~s1denl:e , studio and occasional entertainm ent venue, named The
Stlverm_1ne. The last Fringe Festival used it as a venue for activities
rather different from those of its origin!
Barbara Crompton

AN INVITAT /0.V
Hurnside Council will be 140 in August and there are to be
celebration s
Any older residents who are descended from families which settled in
Burnside in the 19th Century are asked to the Ballroom for Morni 1o
e
Tea at I 0.30 on Monday 12 August.
1£ you w<?uld like to attend please telephone 366 4233, or call at the
Community Centre and ask Mr.Brett Hill for an invitation.

Annual Subscriptions
· There 1s a slight change m the S\Stem for payment of annual
~ubscnptions which are now _due A coloured insert in this N e11".1/e11er
as space for_members to wnte their names and addresses. Please
r_etum th is w1~h your pa\ment It will enable us to check our records
f or correct mformat1on
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Invitation
The Society's General Committee is anxious to involve members in
activities where possible. Two invitations are extended to members
who may be interested/willing to participate in either of the
following projects.
1.

8 November

My Pioneer Ancestors -- 1840 to 1850

The time scale has been extended to a ten year period.
Members who have pioneer ancestors who migrated to
South Australia in this period and are interested in presenting
their stories are sought.
2.

Oral History Project
Fallowing the invitation published in the March 1996
Newsletter, we now have a member willing to co-ordinate
the proposed project to tape oral histories of some of
Burnside Council's elderly long-time residents.
An invitation is extended to members who may be interested
in becoming an interviewer.
It is not necessary to have the skills at present because our
Committee has established that:
training can be provided for interviewers,
the taping equipment can be hired,
there are procedures for dealing with the information
on the tapes so that a worthwhile record is achieved,
the records would be lodged in the Local History
Collection of the Burnside Library.
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LAUNCE CROMPTON - 100 Years Old
Launce lot (Launce) Crompton is the father of one of our members, Jim Crompton. He was
born on 11 June 1896, being the third of the five children of Woodhouse and Kitty
Crompton. When he was eight months old his parents bought a substantial bluestone house
(still standing) at 11 Northumberland Street, Heathpool, where he lived until he married in
1923. Then Launce built a house 200 metres or so away, just around the comer in
Rivington Grove (Tusmore), and he still lives there! So Launce has spent almost the whole
of his one hundred years in this one area.
Launce, who has been a widower for twenty years, wears a hearing aid, but having had
two cataract operations, has almost perfect vision. For some time now he has looked after
himself during the day, but has spent his nights at Jim's house at Beaumont. Each day
after breakfast, if the weather is suitable, he walks the two and a quarter kilometres back to
Tusmore.
In the early I980 's Launce wrote his memoirs. What a fund of interesting memories he
has of long ago!
When the Woodhouse Cromptons bought their house in 1897, there were only three
other houses in Northumberland Street. Up until World War I the Reed family of the
original Heathpool estate were growing hay right up to the land now occupied by Nos. 17
to 21 Northumberland Street.
In Launce's own words - The area now occupied by the playing area ofTusmore
Reserve was a big citrus orchard, part of the Reeds' garden. North of this . .. was a
vegetable garden rented.from the Reeds and worked by Chinese. These men wore very
wide straw hats with an erection like an hour glass on top of their heads and a tie under
the chin, so that when kneeling in the garden, their whole body was in the shade. They
drew a lot of water.from the creek in watering cans, walking between the rows of
vegetables with a can in either hand. As young children we were afraid of their strange
appearance with long plaits of hair wound around their heads, and the strange language
of these men who, we.feared, were planning to eat us!
Launce has further memories of the Chinese ... Chinese pedlars were an every day
sight in suburban Adelaide. These tough, stocky, cheerful, little men walked the streets
carrying two stacks of.four deep wooden trays suspended.from their four corners by cords
attached to either end of a cane pole about two inches in diameter and eight feet long,
borne.fore and a.ft on one o_f their shoulders. Walking with long, swinging strides, these
loads at either end o_( the pole rose and.fell with a rhythmic movement that in some way
seemed to ease their great weight . .. Arriving with a cheerful grin, these 'Johns', as they
were called, would ~pread out their trays, each about eight inches deep, to display their
haberdashery, light linen, such as tea towels and handkerchiefs, pins and needles, tape,
ribbons, shoe laces, brushes, combs, :!IC. They were regular, interesting and amusing
visitors al home at Heathpool.
There can be few other people who can still remember meeting Chinese gardeners and
pedlars in the Burnside district!
We extend to Launce Crompton our congratulations and our very best wishes!
Rosemary Brown
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CATHERINE MARTIN - 1848 - 1937
(A forgotten writer who has come back into prominence)
Catherine Edith Macaulay Mackay was born in the isle of Skye in 1848, being the
seventh of the eight children of Samuel and Janet Mackay. The Mackay family
emigrated to SA in the early I850's and settled in the South East, and Catherine received
much of her education from a scholarly elder brother who opened a school at Naracoorte.
At about 18 she joined a sister in running a school at Mt Gambier, but a writer was what
she wanted to be. Her first book (poems) was published when she was 26. When 28 she
moved to Adelaide, hoping to make a living by writing, but finding this difficult, took a.
job as a correspondence clerk for the Education Department. She was there for a number
of years, continuing writing in the meantime.
In 1882 she married Frederick Martin of Norwood, but stayed on at her work for a
till'e. Fred had arrived with his family in SA in 1851. (His sister, Annie Martin, who
established Miss Martin's School, gives her name to the Annie Montgomerie Martin
prizes and medals which are awarded for French and History in the Matriculation
Examinations.) Fred, also of literary bent, contributed numerous articles to Australian
newspapers during his lifetime.
Catherine Martin was a prolific writer, and her friend and contemporary, Catherine
Helen Spence, described her as 'a novelist of genius'.
Her three-volume novel An Australian Girl, set in both Adelaide and in Melbourne,
was highly acclaimed when it was published in 1890, and went into a second edition. An
abridged version of this came out in paperback in 1888 (Pandora Press, London), and an
unabridged version is to appear shortly.
The Silent Sea, originally published in 1891, reappeared as a paperback last year
(UNSW Press, Colonial Text Series). It is a gripping novel set both in Adelaide and at
an outback gold mine, Colmar Mine, modelled on Alma Mine, near Waukaringa (SA).
Catherine lived at Alma mine with her husband when he was the accountant there, and
the hero of the book, Victor Fitzgibbon, is the Colmar Mine's accountant.
The first of Catherine's novels to come out in paperback was The Incredible Journey
(Pandora, I987), originally published in 1923 when Catherine was in her seventies. This
short novel is about two lovable young aboriginal women (Aruntas). Having worked on
an outback station as domestics, they wear clothes, and have picked up a certain amount
of of English. The young son of one of the women has been stolen by some bad white
men who want to use him as a jockey; so the two women set off cross-country through
the forbidding outback, hoping to rescue the boy. It is only through their knowledge of
native bushcraft that they survive many days of hardship.
There is a delightful scene where they eventually encounter one of the bad men. The
bolder of the two women, Polde, has been told about Queen Victoria by the white people
back at the station. She says 'Have you ever hear (sic) of the Queen Ickoria, the bestest
little Queen oflnglan' an' ofthe Blacks? My word- she break the cocoa-nut of anyone
that stoled a black boy from his mother'. In fact she threatens various individuals with
the personal assault which they are likely to suffer at the hands of Queen Victoria. A
police trooper, who does not seem to be doing his job properly, is told that the good
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Queen of lnglan'an' of the Blacks will pull off his jacket and trousers with the stripes and
send him to crack stones to mend the roads!
The mother is duly reunited with her son - and, as a bonus, with her husband as well,
and the story has a happy ending.
The Fred Martins had no children. They spent a number of years travelling throughout
Europe, but returned to SA in 1907 because Fred was not well, suffering from an illness
probably contracted through his having once worked at the Brighton Cement works.
They were living in Hackney when he died in 1909.
Catherine Martin lived for some time in England in her early eighties, and her last
years were spent in Norwood at the home of her husband's niece, Mrs Frank Burden.
One of the Burden daughters recalled that she then spent most of her time writing in her
room, one project being the composing of additional verses for Grey's Elegy.
The following (kindly supplied by Elsie Ahrens), is from An Australian Girl, and
shows the opening paragraphs of the first chapter. Here we can enjoy both Catherine
Martin's style of writing, and a vivid picture of North Adelaide and its surroundings as
seen in the I 880's.

An Australian Girl.

Ch. I

IT was one Sunday afternoon in the middle of December and in the
province of South Australia. The grass was withered almost to the
roots, fas~ turning gray and brown. Indeed, along the barer ridges of
the beaunful hills that rise in serried ranks to the east of Adelaide
the herbage was already as dry and bleached as carded flax. In th~
gull~es, thickly timbered and lying in perpetual shade, the ground still
retamed the faint graying green distinctive of Australian herbage in a
state of transition from spring verdure to summer drought.
But soon even the shadiest recesses would bear witness to the
scorching dryness of the season. For even before the middle of this
first mon~ of su?1mer, two or three of those phenomenal days had
come which furnish anecdotes for many successive months alike to
the weather statist and the numerous class who cultivate community
~f soul by comparing experiences of those dreadful days on which
the ha!l thermometer stood at 104° before noon.' This Sunday had
not quite been one of the days that make the oldest residents turn
over heat averages extending to the early dawn of the country's history.
B~t,_ nevertheless, it was a very hot, still day, without a breath of wind
surnng, and in the distance that faint shimmering bluish haze which,
to the experienced eye, tells it own talc of days to come.
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The masses of white, silver and messmate gum-tree s that clothe
these same Adelaide hills so thickly, formed a grateful resting-p lace
for the eye, wearied with the steadfast glare of sunshine . So did the
vineyards that dot their declining slopes, and the gardens and orchards
that are scattered broadcast to the east of the town . But even Adelaide
itself is interwoven with the foliage of trees, which do so much to
mitigate, both for eye and body, the severities of a semi-trop ical
climate. This fascinating embroide ry of trees is more especially observable in glancing over North Adelaide. This extensive and importan t
suburb, which is divided from Adelaide proper by the Torrens Lake
and Park Lands, lies considerably above the city and adjacent suburbs.
So large a proportion of the houses are surround ed by gardens, that
from some points of view North Adelaide looks like a well-trim med
wood, thickly studded with houses.
And these gardens are, as a rule, neither suburban slips, with
precocious trees selected for their speedy power of growth, nor the
painfully pretentio us enclosures which auctionee rs delight to term
'grounds' . No, they are genuine gardens - roomy, shadowy, well
planted, well watered; rich in flowers and many fruit-tree s, bending
in due season under their fertile loads; haunted with the hum of rifling
bees, fragrant with the perfume of old-world blossoms. In such a
garden on this Sunday afternoon a young man and woman were slowly
pacing up and down a broad central walk, thickly trellised with vines.
The gadding tendrils, the wealth of wide emerald leaves, the countless
oval clusters of ripening grapes - Crystal, Black Prince, and delicate
Ladies' Fingers - which clothed the trellis on the sides and overhead ,
made a delightful picture. So did the great rose-tree s hard by,
garlanded after their kind with pale pink, yellow, white and blood-red
roses. Parallel with this vine arcade there were loquat trees loaded
with thick clusters of clear-skin ned creamy fruit, and orange-tr ees,
with dark-gree n globes nestling among glossy boughs, sheeted m
waxen blossoms, whose penetrati ng odour loaded the atmosphe re.
R.B.
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BHS OUTING TO THE LOWER MURRA Y
5 May 1996
On a beautiful, wann autumn day. 40 members of the BHS set off at 9 a.m. for a day trip
to the lower Murray. The autumn colours throughout the hills were at tl-eir best: the
sunshine highlighting the tree trunks, and the green countryside, made attractive scenery.
We spared a thought for the busloads of happy people who had set out just one week ago
in Tasmania. [Port Arthur massacre, 28 April 1996).
Arriving at Strathalbyn at 10 a.m. we were met by Nancy Gemmell, a member of the
National Trust, who joined us on the bus and directed us around the historic sites: the
old Gasworks, now a gallery and restaurant (highly recommended): the site of the old
foundry : Laucke's Flour Mill: the numerous churches, including the beautiful old St
Andrews, now a Uniting Church, but fonnerly Presbyterian, the denomination of many
early settlers. We saw cottages of the I850's and I 860's: the 1860 Temperance Hotel
and 1880 Commercial Hotel, the Town Hall. The High Street, Swale Street and Albyn
Terrace have many well-kept buildings from 1850 on. The Stobie poles have been
removed from some of the streets, helping to restore the 19th Century character. Antique
seekers could have an exciting day here - there are so many shops with their wares
displayed out front.
The old home of Sir Lancelot Stirling (a president of the Legislative Council), was
glimpsed on its large grounds: it was the site of an Anny Camp in the I940's. The
Soldiers Memorial Gardens are well-kept and they, with the river Angas flowing by, and
the church on the high bank above the river, help make Strathalbyn so picturesque, one
ofSA's most attractive small towns. We completed our visit with an interesting look
around the National Trust Museum.
On to Langhorne Creek where we followed the Tourist Route. Alan Cross had
supplied us with brochures, so we knew what to look for. Langhorne Creek was settled
in 1850 (only 11 years after Strathalbyn) by Frank Potts. He planted vines along the
banks of the Bremer River. This is now one of the oldest wine-growing areas in
Australia. The rich alluvial flood plain still welcomes flood waters: the water can be
held in a vineyard for up to 12 hours before the boards are removed from a small flood
gate to allow the water onto the next vineyard.
We were shown over Potts' Bleasdale Winery by Ann, who is a fifth generation
descendant of Frank Potts. Of particular interest is the red gum lever press, built in 1892
and used until 1962. It is 23 feet high and 43 feet long, and the weight of the lever is 3½
tons. The press was used during the centenary celebrations in 1992, but not now: it
takes 4 hours to do the amount of pressing that one man can do in 15 minutes with
modern equipment! Nearby is a red gum lathe made in 1960 by Frank Potts and used for
45 years: it made wooden plugs for wine casks and vats. We then tasted, and bought,
some of the produce of the winery.
On to Wellington for a visit to the Courthouse, built in 1864 for£ 1,435, now the
property of The National Trust. The Courthouse is a typical example of the style of
Government buildings of the period: it dealt with cases of horse-stealing, and
drunkenness, and just one for murder. With much of Wellington it was almost covered
with shifting sands in the last decades of the 19th century. Thousands ofshee,> and cattle
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on their way to the Adelaide market were driven westwards to Langhorne Creek, eating
out the vegetation and stirring up the soil. In 1875, for example, 19,000 cattle and
87,000 sheep crossed by the ferry. The west winds blew strong, and the properties to the
west were overgrazed, all contributing to the problem. Improved fanning methods, and
the planting of special grasses, finally overcame the drift problem. The building of the
bridge at what is now called Murray Bridge, and the railway line through Tailem Bend to
Bordertown, diverted most of the animal traffic. The buildings of Wellington were at last
dug out by shovel, and again became habitable.
While we had lunch on the pleasant lawns between the Courthouse and the river, we
watched the ferry plying back and forth with its loads. Morphett 's Ferry began in 1838 a regular service in 1846. A wall was built c. 1870 to protect the approach to the ferry
from the drifting sands. It is still there, with a plaque on it. A second plaque
commemorates Capt.Charles Sturt and his party who passed here on 9 February 1830 thl first visit by white men, while a third plaque on the lawn states that Commissioner
Alexander Tolmer's Gold Escort came through here.
He is the man who saved South Australia from bankruptcy. During the I840's there
was prosperity and optimism; but in 1851 thousands left for the Victorian goldfields .
Most took their savings from the banks to set themselves up in Victoria, as miners or
shopkeepers. Farms were deserted; the families left behind had no money to buy goods
or pay debts. Alexander Tolmer formed a Police Escort to go to the mines and collect
the gold from the South Australians. After much opposition he set out on IO February
1852 and spent the first night at Wellington. He led the first 3 escorts, and 15 more took
place, bringing back more than £1,500,000 in gold - I 850's value. Tolmer's position in
the Police Force was abolished in 1856, and in 1857 he moved to land he owned in
Wellington.
Wellington is named in honour of the Duke, who gave his permission for the naming
after having been shown a map and a plan: it was to be a large, important town with
1,000 '/2-acre town sections and 400 40-acre rural sections. The survey was undertaken
in 1840, and it was said that the site 'commands the best and most available passage over
the river between Adelaide and Port Phillip' . Governor Gawler supported the project,
but in due course it was decided that Edward 's Crossing (now Murray Bridge) would be
a more suitable place for a bridge It was built during the years 1873 to 1879.
On our journey homewards we spent an hour or so at the Old Tailem Town Pioneer
Village near Tailem Bend . Begun in 1973, and still growing, it has many old buildings ,
such as a church, a bakery, a bicycle shop, a post office and many more shops, cottages,
a school ... They have been re-assembled here from a 200 km radius around the country.
We thank Alan Cross and his committee for the thorough researching of our route, and
for the numerous leaflets he handed out to us. His countless hours of preparation ensured
that we enjoyed a full and interesting day.
Joy Batt
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140th BIRTH DAY WEEK CELE BRAT IONS
Suggest ed Program me - subject to change.
July
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Burnsid e Orchest ra perfonnance s
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9 AugusL

Pepper St Launch Ipainter Mary Milton I

10 August

Eastwoo d Walk
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Morning Tea for descend ants of 19th
century settlers

14 August

Burnsid e Players and Cocktai ls
Historical Walk
..,
Historic al BusTou r

L5 August

Wheal Watkins Mine Dedicati on

16 August

Youth Barbecu e and Battle of Bands

17 August

Mayoral Ball

13 August

'"'.

-

'

Bird Walk,
Book Launch- Burnsid e, Then and Now
Organ Recital, Afterno on Tea,Dis play

' 11 August

..
",:~r, 12 August
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AN INVITATION FROM THE MAYOR OF BURNSIVE
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Memb~ 06 The. Bulr.n6-i.de. H,i,Aw,u_cal. Soudq have
be.en !.pecia ll.y in.viled by .the MQJJolr.., Mir. Alan TQJJloJr..,
w attend .the 1r..e.-ope.ning a.nd de.di..ca:lion c.e.Jr..emo~htu06
.the WHEAL WATKINS MINE, .the u.pg-'Uldin.g 06 whi..c.h
be.en 6u.ndecL by .the Cou.ncil..
The cVL.emony w..i.ll .t.a.ke. pla..ce a:t .the mine on Thu.Jr..l.dQJJ,
~u.l.;t 15 a;t 11 a.. m., a.nd .thoi,e. IAlU)hin.g w <LU.end a.Jr..e.
aTe.d .to ,u_ng owr, Se.CJr..e;(:aJiq. Ua.ine. Smy.th (332-8019)
by Jul.y 22.
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Burnside Historical Society
Membership Renewal
To
The Treasurer
Burnside Historical Society
PO Box 52
Glenside
SA 5065
I enclose herewith my membership renewal for the year 1st April 1996
to 31st March 1997.

TilCk as avvropnate
Single membership

$12

Family membership

$18

Name
Address

Please ignore this request if you have already paid your membership for
the year.
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