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Mr John Clark
Miss Elaine Smyth
Mr Richard House
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Details:

Meet at 12.55 p.m. outside the Museum,
Lipson Street, Port Adelaide.
Cost: $3.50

Bookings:

Alan Cross
11333 2748 Notification of intent
is important to arrange guide numbers.

15 April

Annual General Meeting (short) followed by the
history behind three of Burnside Council's plaques
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Monday

Members will describe events in certain locations which
were important enough to be marked in later years with
historical plaques.

THE AULDANA WINE-CELLAR. Lithograph c.1880,
taken fro~3 days of wine, by Robin Br:adley, 1977.
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train collection at Mile End, when the railway facilities at
the Port Dock Station became redundant. We will be
given an escorted tour of the museum.
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Visit to the Port Dock Station Railway Museum
This undercover museum took over from the open air

I':

(Ph.332 8019)

Mrs Barbara Parker
Mrs Rosemary Brown
Mrs Barbara Crompton
Mrs Elizabeth Rogers
Miss Janet Clark
~.:I~).,

Over the past 50 years much has been achieved to develop
one railway gauge on principal trunk routes in Australia,
and to eliminate unprofitable spur lines. The culmination
came in 199 5 with the completion of the standard gauge
between Adelaide and Melbourne, completing the link
between Brisbane and Perth.

'.

Mr Alan Cross
Mr Deane Dinning
Mr John Love
Mrs Wendy McGuffog
Mr Ray Reeves
Mrs Evelyn White
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Monday

24 March
Sunday
afternoon
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(Ph.379 4613)

Mrs Barbara Parker

President:
Responsible Officer:
Vice-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

The Standardization of Australia's Railway Gauges
since World War II

The speaker will be David Reid, one of our Life Members,
who spent much of his working life as an engineer in the
railways involved in the standardization of different lines.
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PROGRAM - 1996

to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian
and South Australian history and in particular, the history of the City of
Burnside;
to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of
works, source material and artifacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
history;
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites of
historical significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia;
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment
of any of the above objectives.
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P,O. Box 152
GLENSIDE, S.A 5065

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.
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5May
Sunday

Visit plan:

Details:

Bookings:

Day trip to the lower Mu"ay Basin

17 June
Monday

Another interesting day is arranged to visit several
towns/sites of historical significance in this region. Enjoy
a relaxing bus trip and day out before the weather gets too
cold. Friends are most welcome.
A guided tour of Strathalbyn will be conducted by a
member of the National Trust, and include a visit to the
Railway Station and Museum. At the Potts Bleasdale
Winery at Langhorne Creek we will see the original
Red Gum wine press, and be able to purchase some of
their wines, if desired. At Wellington, visits will include
the Court House and Governor Jervois' summer residence
and grave site. The final stop will be the pioneer village at
Old Tailem Town, near Tailem Bend.
The bus leaves at 9.00 a.m. from the Burnside
Community Centre, and returns by 5.30 p.m.
Lunch at Wellington:
own picnic lunch OR an
optional extra is a smorgasbord lunch available from the
National Trust for $10.00 .
Cost: $30.00 each.
Alan Cross
11333 2748 Notification of intent
is important to arrange the size of the bus.

20May

Colonel Light Gardens

Monday

The history of Colonel Light Gardens is unique among
Adelaide's suburbs . It was known as Mitcham Camp
during the Great War; was part of the 'Thousand Homes
Scheme' following that war; was developed as a garden
suburb and until recently, managed by a commission. Mr
Phillip Knight of the Colonel Light Gardens Residents
Association will be the speaker.

2

History of Gas in South Australia
The overview will include the history of the Gas
Company and gas lighting, among many other
developments. The speaker is Mr Graham Moloney, coordinator of The SA Gas Company Historical Group .

15 July

Rare Books at the State Library of South Australia

Monday

Speaker:

19 August
Monday

The Poet as Historian
Speaker:

Ms Valmai Hankel

Mr Graham Jenkin

16 September to be finalised
Monday
Speaker:
12 -13 October
Weekend trip to Peno/a and Naracoorte
Diary date only at this stage.
Full details will be given in the June 1996 Newsletter
21 October
Monday

Discovering Women in South Australian History
Speaker:

Dr Helen Jones

18 November My Pioneer Ancestors-1840 to 1844
Monday
Member presentations.

***
MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the
Burnside Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at
8.00 p.m unless an alternative time or venue is notified.

***
3

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

Notice is hereby given that the Fifteenth Annual General Meeting of the
Burnside Historical Society Inc. will be held in the Burnside Community
Centre on Monday, 15 April 1996, at 8.00 p.m.

AGENDA
1

Apologies

2

Minutes of the fourteenth Annual General Meeting 17/4/95

3

President's Report

4

Treasurer's Report

5

Determination of Subscription Fees for 1996/97

6

Election of the Committee for 1996/97

7

Election of the Auditor for 1996/97

8

Other Business

The following member is nominated to serve on the Committee:
Nominee:
Address:
Position:
for the term of office between . . . . . . . . . . and . . . . . . . . . .
(e.g. between 1996 and 1998)

I agree to accept nomination for the above position

The Committee for 1995/96 consists of:

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Other Members

NOMINATION FORM

* Mrs Barbara Parker
* Mr John Clark
* Ms Elaine Smyth
* Mr Richard House
* Mr Alan Cross
* Mr Ray Reeves
* Mrs Evelyn White
Mr Deanne Dinning
Mr John Love
Mrs Wendy McGuffog

In accordance with paragraph 8 .1 of the Constitution the President, Vi~
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three other members ar~ ~ue to retire.
The members marked * are those retiring in 1996, and are eligible for reelection.

Signature of nominee:
Proposed by:
Seconded by:

•

Each year the following have to be elected for a one year term:
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer.

•

Three Committee members are elected each alternate year for a
two year term.
5
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SKYE CELLARS
Twilight Meeting, Thursday 18 January 1996
Our Society commenced its 1996 program with a very large gathering of
members and visitors at a twilight visit to the attractively-situated Skye
Cellars, The Parade, Auldana.
The first speaker for the evening was Dr. Geoffrey Bishop, a graduate in
Agricultural Science (majoring in Horticulture) from the University of
Adelaide. Dr. Bishop (author of The Vineyards ofAdelaide) had also
provided us with an entertaining talk last May on Tolley Wines Pty. Ltd.
Dr. Bishop mentioned that Skye Cellars are all that remain of the vineyards
planted by Patrick Auld from 185 2. In giving a brief history of Patrick Auld,
Dr. Bishop told us that Auld came to Australia in 1842 with his wife and two
children and established himself as a wine and spirit merchant in Hindley
Street. He eventually purchased a large number of acres in the present
locality, and started planting vines in 1852. From 1854 to 1860 Auld planted
vines every year; the biggest planting was in the period 1857-1860 when he
put in 3 2 acres of vines.
A major expansion occurred in 1861 when the South Auldana Vineyard
Association was floated. This was a public company andil2,500 was raised
to expand the vineyard and develop the winemaking exercise. 3,000 gallons of
wine were produced in 1862, and the following year saw successful
exhibitions held in London. However, the business did not fare well and by
1865 the company was in liquidation. The ownership of the vineyard (land
and cellars) passed back to Patrick Auld, who decided his future lay in the
export market, being one of the first Australian winemakers to sell to the U.K.

In 1879 the vineyards comprised 95 acres, which produced 20,000 gallons of
wine, a substantial vintage for a vineyard in the last century. The wines were
fortified red and white wines and limited amounts of dry red and dry white
table wines. 1879 also saw Patrick Auld's second son William Patrick Auld
as Manager of Auldana.
Dr. Bishop mentioned that the financial position of Auldana was never very
stable. The Emu Wine Company (which Patrick Auld had set up in 1871) was
sold in 1885 . Finances did not improve and by 1888 the company was
6
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AULDANA WINES.
bankrupt, and the mortgagee of the property, Josiah Henry Symon (later Sir
Josiah Symon, QC, and Attorney-General) took over the business, and held the
position as Managing Director for many years. It was during this time that
Auldana Ltd. became well known for making sparkling wines (not
commonplace in the Australia of that era). Other popular vintages included
hock, sherry, port, and muscat.

ST. HENRI CLA~ET
THEJ LIGHTEJST AND BEJST

CLARET
IN

One of the most famous wines from the early period of Auldana is the St.
Henri Claret, and Dr. Bishop referred to having seen a bottle of the 1892
vintage. He also mentioned that in 1989 a bottle of 1898 St. Henri Claret was
sold at auction in London for .iI,000. Although Auldana continued to achieve
success over the years (25 awards at Australian and London wine shows
during 1935-1937), their financial situation was never as good as their wines!
In June 1942 Penfolds purchased the 202 acres ofland (vineyards and cellars).
Most of the vineyards were uprooted in 1979, and the Auldana name given to
the suburb surrounding the property. The Rossetto family bought the property
in 1980, and in 1982 some allotments were offered for sale.
Following Dr. Bishop ' s talk, the audience then walked with him around the
area of the stables adjacent to the present cellars. Dr. Bishop indicated the
stables were probably the original wine cellars. We then proceeded into Skye
Cellars, where we enjoyed some wine-tasting under the guidance of the present
Manager, Mr. John Mazzocato. This enabled us to appreciate even more the
talk by our concluding speaker for the evening, Dr. Bryce Rankine (wellknown in all things connected with the grape - author, winemaker, researcher
and judge) who gave us an informative commentary on the making of
champagne. Dr. Rankine's 45 years in the wine industry were evident in his
talk regarding the differences in manual and mechanical wine-making.
He .demonstrated the slow, manual method of making champagne, which
involves natural fermentation taking place in the bottle, an adaptation of the
French method. He mentioned that mechanical large-scale production now
lessens the expense of making champagne, as the process can take place with
bottles placed in portable cages under computer control, regulating the
movement. Dr. Rankin assured us this process also makes great wine!
A walk through the maturation tunnel excavated into the hillside over I 00
years ago completed a most entertaining evening at Skye Cellars.
Elizabeth Rogers.

.A. USTRALIA.

Vine Cuttings i n any quantity and of the

best quality for

Offices-SELBORNE CHAMBERS,
PXFI..IBI

BTR..IiJEIT.

VINEYARDS-MAGILL.
E. MAZURE. Ma.na.ger.
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E.STB .

Oufdana
MUSCATEL
V .O. LIQUEUR
BOTTLED BY

AULDANA

LTD .

MAGILL. SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Auldana Label, 1930
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VINOUS MISNOMERS

Australia's confusion about exactly which grape variety is
which has lasted into modern times; if not in the minds of
specialists, at least in the minds and on the labels of more rustic
winemakers. The most famous is the 'Hunter Riesling', which is
really the Semillon. Semillon suited New South Wales from the
start and was for many years the most-planted high-quality white
variety. (Today it is challenged by Chardonnay.) What was grown
as 'Clare Reisling' in the Clare Valley in South Australia was
assumed to be the same until recently, when it was identified as a
much more pedestrian variety, the Crouchen, apparently introduced from Austria. Certainly its Clare wine has nothing to
apologise for. But Barossa's Reisling, on the other hand, is the real
McCoy. Two warm-climate varieties that c.an excel in Australia are
Madeira's Verdelho and the Marsanne of the Rhone Valley - to say
nothing of the Muscat.

Invitation
)
1
J

The Society's General Committee is anxious to involve members in
activities where possible. Two invitations are extended to members
who may be interested/willing to participate in either of the
following projects.
I.

8 Nm1ember

My Pioneer Ancestors -- 1840 to 1844

Members who have pioneer ancestors who migrated to
South Australia in this period and are interested in presenting
their stories are sought.
2.

Oral History Project
A suggestion was made to the Society that a worthwhile
project would be to tape oral histories of some of Burnside
Council's elderly long-time residents. The Burnside Council
is also considering this as a project under the Enviroplan
umbrella. Our Committee has established that:

Much the most important red-wine grape in Australia has
been the Syrah (of the Rhone), under its Australian noms de verre
of Shiraz or Hermitage. It is ideally suited to hot dry vineyards
and will make a passable performance of anything from strong dry
rose to 'port'. It still makes, in the Barossa Valley, Australia'single
greatest wine, 'Grange Hermitage', .;1Jthough fashion has steadily
abandoned it in favour of the Cabernet Sauvignon.

training can be provided for interviewers,
the taping equipment can be hired,
there are procedures for dealing with the information
on the tapes so that a worthwhile record is achieved,
the records would be lodged in the Local History
Collection of the Burnside Library.

Source: The Story of Wine, by Hugh Johnson (Mitchell Beazley 1989)

We seek a member willing to co-ordinate this project.

'l
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The centenary that isn't: commemorating
Australian Rules Football
Meeting 19 February 1996. Speaker - Mr Bernard Whimpress
The Victorian Football League had its first season in 1897; the A.F.L.
had its first season in 1991; the game began in 1858 with Melbourne
Football Club rules; the Victorian Football Association was formed in
1877, and South Australia followed soon after. Bernard said "what are
we celebrating?" [Maybe an opportunity for some extra promotion!
Ed.]
The Melbourne Club rules were actually codified in 1858, preceding
rugby and soccer (world wide) in that regard. Interstate competition
did not flourish, maybe because Victorians insisted on calling it
'Victorian Rules'! However, inter-Colonial club games were played
from 1877 until 1892. In 1888 an English group of sportsmen,
sponsored by cricket notables came here and toured the colonies,
playing matches of football as played locally i.e. rugby, soccer and
'Victorian Rules', and enjoying a fair degree of success. The English
promoters invited the Melbourne people to send a team to England, this
being declined for lack of finance - an opportunity for internationalising
'our' game was missed, and probably never offered again.
In the early days of football and no doubt other sports, star players
were local folk heroes and local identities who played sport for the love
of the game. Sometimes a club would be identified with the industry of
its area, e.g. the Port Adelaide Wham.es, but such connotations are long
since gone with the advent of professionalism Local background is no
longer a factor, with large numbers of migrant European names
appearing, and the rich talents of Aboriginal players coming to the fore
since World War Il.
The recent announcement of elections to the Football Hall of Fame has
brought forth much indignant reaction from South Australian football

followers for the omission of many South Australian players. Bernard
quoted in' particular Tom Leahy, Ken Farmer and Neil Kerley: ~l~yers
in early times had short seasons and also career~ cut sho~ by ~Junes,
which nowadays are repaired with modem medical techniques m a few
weeks. It is impossible in these circumstances to please e:eryone, but
some omissions appear to be blatantly wrong. Most elections were of
players and officials from Victoria, and eleven of the thirteen judges
were Victorian!
Spectator support ballooned after each of the World w_ars, but ~e two
million in Melbourne in 1946 has not been matched by mcreases m
proportion to the population increase since then. The televising of
football, as well as many other sports has kept attendances down. In
the 1890s amateurism was evidence of good character. In the 1990s
professionalism is the mark of a dedicated approach!
women make up 40% of the attendances, but their role in the game is
only just beginning to go beyond the 'tea and scon~s• ima~e .. The
evolving roles include dancing girls troupes, coaching a~ Jumor l~vels,
skills and fitness coaching, trainers, masseuses and phys1otherap1sts, a
few playing teams and board members.
David Reid

Thanks to the Burnside Council
This Newsletter has been photocopied by our members for many years
thanks to the good graces of the Burnside Council in allowing us to use
their facilities. At the end of 1995 they gave us a grant under the
Community Support Grants scheme to have the printing done
elsewhere. This is the first edition under the new arrangements.
Our thanks are extended to the Burnside Council for past and future

assistance in publishing this Newsletter.

Barbara Parker
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planted by the creek on the southern side of the house,

Plaques at Murray Park
(information provided by Elizabeth and Alan Brooker)
We enjoyed the Burnside Historical Society's twilight visit to Murray
Park (Monday 17 January 1994) when we were shown the hist•o ric
house and its grounds, and then treated to an address given by
Elizabeth Warburton on early settlers around Magill (report BHS
Newsletter March 1994). Following that Alan and I were interested to
hear that there are three plaques around the site.
Murray Bridge resident ( and record keeper for the Murray Bridge
Historical Society) Mrs Elva Horstmann was based at Murray House
between 1964 and 1979 as a Lecturer, and was responsible for the
installation of the plaques. As our guide for the Murray Park visit on
17/1/94 ( one of the former Misses Bush) didn't mention the plaques,
Alan and I asked Elva to provide the background information.
In 1964 I was appointed as a Lecturer at the Wattle Park Teachers
College, and spent most of my lecturing time at the old Magill
Primary School on Magill Road -- an annexe of the Wattle Park
College. When the new College of Advanced Education was opened
at Murray Park in approximately 1973 I, along with the lecturers and
students moved to the new building at Lorne Avenue. I was stationed
at Murray House and my office was at the top of the stairs leading
down to the fascinating old cellar. Whilst there I was particularly
interested in the history of Murray House and before my retirement in
1979, I had three brass plates struck to commemorate people and
places associated with the building. The three plaques were:
the Thiele Library, named after Colin Thiele who was the first
Director of Murray Park C.A.E. (and to whom we can thank
for having Murray House preserved instead of demolished as
originally planned),
2

two tall, straight pine trees growing by the footbridge accross
Third Creek. These were brought out from Rome as seedlings
by George Murray at the beginning of this century, and
14
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the farewell garden function given to John McDouall Stuart
who left from here on one of his northern expeditions. We do
not know for sure which of his three expeditions it was, but
indications are that it could have been the third.
John McDouall Stuart 1815 - 1866
ln response to a £2,000 reward for the first man to cross the
continent of Australia from south to north, John McDouall
Stuart set out from Adelaide in 1860, eventually reaching the
centre of Australia. Central Mount Stuart was named to
commemorate this expedition. On his first two expeditions he
was forced to return but on his third in 1862, he was
successful in reaching the north coast of Australia near
Darwin. The Overland Telegraph was completed ten years
later, and followed very closely along the route that Stuart
had explored.

When l last visited Murray House a few years ago (now the Magill
Campus of the University of Adelaide), I found that the plaque had
temporarily been removed from the pine trees, and the McDouall
Stuart plaque had been transferred from outside the southern entrance
door to the main foyer inside the northern entrance door. I imagine
that the Thiele plaque is still outside the Thiele library in the main
College building.
Elva Horstmann
Elva also told us of the solidly and well-built stables that belonged to
the Murray family, then the Bush family. Sadly they were knocked
down to make way for playing fields.
It was pleasing to hear 75 year-old Colin Thiele on radio, temporarily in
Adelaide from his Queensland home around October/November 1995.
He is obviously held in most high regard by former student~, e.g. for_
one year at Brighton High School, when he would g:t came~, awa~ m
enthusiasm quoting from Shakespeare - school ruler m hand, Cassms
has a mean and hungry look: such men are dangerous" . According to

15

the talk-back caller on radio, you could hear windows being shut
around the school!

Australia 1896
(supplied by Allan Cross)

Elva is still meeting with Murray Park former lecturers on a monthly
basis. Colin Thiele paid the meeting a surprise visit when in Adelaide
on October 31 last. He visited South Australia to unveil a statue of
himself at Eudunda (BHS members and Elva were on Kangaroo Island
at the time).
Elizabeth and Alan Brooker

Glen Osmond Mines
The Wheal Gawler (Australia's oldest metaliferous mine) and the Wheal
Watkins mines at Glen Osmond have been gazetted and entered on the
National Estate Register. Both mines are already on the State Heritage
Register, but this latest move upgrades their status to one of' national
significance'.
The mines are owned by the Burnside Council and were temporarily
closed in September 1994. The public tours conducted by guides from
the Burnside Historical Society have ceased until the mines are reopened. An audit has been conducted by a consultant engineer, with a
brief to recommend the measures necessary to ensure safety for public
access. When those actions have been completed, it is anticipated that
the mines will be re-opened.

SA women go to the polls
MONDAY, 27 APRIL. SA women joined their menfolk at the
polls yesterday, becoming the first ladies ever to vote in an
Australian parliamentary election. The Premier's wife, Mrs
Kingston, was among the first to make history in her electorate
of West Adelaide.
However, as the ballots in this country are secret, it is
not known how many women voted nor which candidates they
chose in yesterday's Legislative Assembly elections.
'Unfortunately the exact numbers of the women and men
who polled on Saturday are not available, although it is known
that everywhere the former were actively engaged. Right
through the colony good temper and thorough order prevailed
and there was nothing whatever in the conducts of any one
engaged in or near the booths, whether officially or in the
interests of the respective candidates, which was calculated to
deter a woman from entering the polling place and exercising
her suffrage', the Adelaide Advertiser reported.
'Doubtless on the next occasion of voting therefore the
percentage of women to vote will be much larger even than it
was on Saturday'.
Women were recognised as having the right to vote two
years ago when the Adult Suffrage Bill was passed . It gave
them the vote as well as the right to stand for election, though
there were no female candidates running yesterday.

16
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1896 at a Glance
Tasmania passes legislation to enable Federation.
The Sydney Morning Herald comments on the irony of
wearing heavy European clothes throughout a hot
Australian summer.
Cyclone Sigma kills 18 in T ownsville.
26 January
The Public Library of Brisbane is proclaimed.
January
Victoria passed legislation to enable Federation.
7 M.arch
Japan opens its first Australian consulate, in Townsville.
7 March
The Perth -Coolgardie rail line is completed.
24 March
Baron Lamington becomes Governor of Queensland.
9 April
A new labour organisation, the United Labour Party is
8Ma)'
established in Victoria.
18 May
Arthur Holroyd, gold assayer, proves the presence of
rare telluride in Kalgoorlie gold.
13 June
L.A. Wells' expedition sets out from Mullewa, east of
Geraldton, to explore inland WA Englishman Albert
F.Calvert pays their expenses.
28 July
The Victorian Government amends the Factories and
Shops A ct to provide for the establishment of minimum
wage boards.
July
The Victorian Government sets a minimum wage for its
employees.
29 August
the 'Red Page' first appears in the Bulletin.
8 September The Perth-Kalgoorlie rail line is completed.
17 September The NSW Govt. Select Committee on Old Age Pensions
recommends payment for the elderly and invalid out of
consolidated revenue.
28 September Marius Sestier, founder of Salon Lumiere, shoots the
first film of Sydney Harbour.
28 September The SA Teachers Association holds its first meeting.
27 October WA passes legislation to enable Federation.

10 January

18 January

s::;

!ohn Henry Chinner's cartoon shows Elizabeth Nich II p .
,dent o_f the ~omen's Christian Temperance Union°0 ; '
Australia, President of the National WCTU a d
·1
b
f h
,
n counc, memer o t e Women s Suffrage league in South Australia ta ·
the Premier, Charles Kingston. The cartoon appeared · be~ang
the 1896 election, the first in which South A t _1us
ore
h d th · h
us ra 11an women
a
e rag t to vote. (Quiz and the Lilntern, 26 March 1896,
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Source:

Kwan, E. (1987) Living in South Australia:
History, Vol, 1. From before 1836 to 1914.
South Australia Government Printer, Netley.
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Social

P. 146

Source: Australia Through Time, pub. Gordon Cheers, 1993.
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Worth Noting
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The Burnside Historical Society has no new members to welcome
since the last Newsletter (December 1995):
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Thanks Ronda
Ronda Collins has announced her retirement as supper co-ordinator.
We regret that she feels unable to continue, and thank her for the many
years of service providing the cheery drink after meetings. Janet Clark
will take over the co-ordinating role.
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"DOW N IN THE DUMP S" - an aspect of farm life!
Well-known South Australian artist Geoff Wilson is holding an exhibition of
his watercolours and drawings at Carrick Hill, 46 Carrick Hill Drive,
Springfield (southern end of Fullarton Road). "Down in the Dumps", which is
both entertaining and nostalgic, continues until 14 April 1996. Carrick Hill is
open Wednesdays to Sundays and Public Holidays IO am to 5 pm (house
closes 4.30 pm) . Open seven days a week during the Festival. Admission
charge applies. Enquiries: Tel. 379 3158.
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Publications
Smee, C.J. ( ed), The Pioneer Register, 2nd. ed., vol. 5.
Cost$ 45.00 plus packing and postage.
Contains genealogical details of 500 Pioneers who arrived in the
colonies of New South Wales and Van Diemens Land between the
years 1788 and 1820, plus their children and grandchildren.
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