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OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the Society shall be: . 

P.O. Box 152 
GLENSIDE, S.A. 5065 

2.1 to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian 
and South Australian history and in particular, the history of the City of 
Burnside; 

2.2 to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of 
works, source material· and artifacts of all kinds relating to Burnside 
history; 

2.3 ·to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites of 
historical significance in the City _of Burnside; 

2.4 to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Atistra lia; 
2.5 · to do ali such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment 

of any of the above objectives. 
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18 January 
Thursday 

Details: 

19 February 

Monday 

18 March 

Monday 

PROGRAM - 1996 

Skye Cellars Twilight Visit 
Skye Cellars are all that remain of the vineyard plan~ed by 
Patrick Auld from 1842 and named Auldana . We wtll be 
shown over the cellars including the maturation tunnel 
excavated into the hillside over 100 years ago. 

The two speakers will be Dr Geoffrey Bishop (author of 
The Vineyards of Adelaide), plus a long time employee of 
Auldana now retired, to provide the recent history of the 
vineyard and cellars and some reminiscences . 

Time 
Tastings 
Address 

6.45p.m. 
invited at the close of the meeting 
Skye Cellars 
578 The Parade, Auldana 

The Centenary that lsn 't: Commemorating 
Australian Rules Football 
1996 is the 100th year of Australian Rules Football 
as we now know it and much will be made of the · 
anniversary by the administrators of the game during 
1996, as well as the saturation publicity arranged for 
9 months of each year. 

Mr Bernard Whimpress is an eminent sports historian 
who has researched the history of the game and will 
present an illustrated address . 

The Standardization of Australia's Railway Gauges 
since World War II 
Over the past 50 years much has been achieved to develop 
one railway gauge on principal trunk routes in Australia, 
and to eliminate unprofitable spur lines . The culmination 
came in 1995 with the completion of the standard gauge 
between Adelaide and Melbourne, completing the lirtk 
between Brisbane and Perth . 
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24 March 
Sunday 
afternoon 

15 April 
Monday 

5May 

Sunday 

20May 
Monday 

17 June 
Monday 

The speaker will be David Reid, one of our Li fe Members, 
who spent much of his working life as an engineer in the 
railways involved in the standardization of different lines. 

Visit to the Port Dock Railway Museum 
Diary date only at this stage. 
Full details will be given in the March 1996 Newsletter 

Annual General Meeting (short) followed by the 
history behind three of Burnside Council's plaques 

Proposed day trip to the lower Mu"ay Basin 
including Milang and Wellington 
Diary date only at this stage. 
Full details will be given in the March 1996 Newsletter 

Colonel Light Gardens 
Speaker: Mr Phillip Knight 

The Story of the South Australian Gas Company 
Speaker: Mr David Maule 

The following meetings and speakers are proposals: 

15 July 
Monday 

19 August 
Monday 

The Poet as Historian 
Speaker: Mr Graham Jenkin 

Rare Books at the State Library of South Australia 
Speaker: Ms Valmai Hankel 

16 September Adelaide's Historic Hotels 
Monday Speaker: Ms Patricia Summerling 
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12 - 13 October Weekend trip to Peno/a and Naracoorte 
Diary date only at this stage. 
Full details will be given in the June 1996 Newsletter 

21 October Women in History 
Monday Speaker: Dr Helen Jones 

18 November My Pioneer Ancestors - 1840 to 1844 
Monday Member presentations. 

* * * 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the 
Burnside Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at 
8.00 p.m unless an alternative time or venue is notified. 

*** 

Invitation 

The Society's major project of photographing the historic plaques in 
the Burnside Council area is now finalised and lodged in the Local 
History Section of the Burnside Library. A colour photocopy 
edition is also available for loan in the General Library. 

The General Committee considered a number of proposals for the 
next project before voting. Two projects will be undertaken: 
1. the Society will document the history of Burnside 

** 
Council's parks and reserves, 
Members are invited to join the project team to research 
small parts of the overall project. 

2. document the history of Burnside's citizens involved in 
Federation (this is a longer term project). 
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TOMBSTONE DESIGNS 
Meeting, 18 September 1995 - Dr Robert Nicol 

Dr Robert Nicol is President of The Historical Society of SA, and Historian to the Centennial Park Cemetery Trust for whom he has written a book, At the End of the Road His talk centred on SA's cemetery scene, and was made all the more enjoyable with some excellent slides. 
He told us of Colonel Light's plan of Adelaide where a 32-acre site on the south-west comer was set aside, to be called the Adelaide Public Cemetery- but which is now known as the West Terrace Cemetery. At the present time there are those in authority who would flatten this cemetery and "return" it to the parklands, but it was never intended to be part of the parklands. It was originally in the care of an incompetent John Monck who had arrived on the Buffalo. He was lazy, and buried the destitute in the drainage system to save time and money. He would stand at the gate of the cemetery while a client chose a spot and put a marker on it. He would then take the fee and leave the client to his own devices. However, as he had monuments for sale, he gave special favours to those who bought his monuments. Records of a sort were kept after 1840. We were shown a slide of the cemetery as it was in the 1880s when, under Henry Edward Brooks, it was beautifully maintained as a garden, and was a favourite place for picnics. It has never again looked so attractive. 

We saw photographs of the premises of 19th century monumental masons including Brown & Thompson, John Kellet, and Frederick Herring, and of George Morgan's Marble Works, which were conveniently close enough to the West Terrace Cemetery to "catch the passing trade". George Morgan also imported angels, and one could choose a pointer or a sprinkler - the pointer with a finger pointing Heavenwards and the sprinkler with a hand held out as though sprinkling flowers on the grave. 
The early monumental masons had to cut their tombstones with hand tools, but there was a good choice of materials. There was Kapunda marble, Macclesfield marble (pink and grey) and pure white Angaston marble. Granite was the hardest to cut, so the most expensive. Cheaper, but less durable, was the easily-cut sandstone. Mintaro slate was of excellent quality, and Mintaro slate tombstones made in the last century are still as good as new. Those made from the cheaper Willunga slate have not weathered well, .this slate being inclined to laminate. Simpson's 
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sold metal monuments to which enamel plates bearing the inscriptions could be bolted, but the enamel plates suffered when the bolts attaching 
them rusted through. 

The tombstone industry went into a serious decline in the 1870s when ready-made tombstones of Carrara marble were imported from Italy at one quarter the cost of the local product. By the tum of the century, monumental masons were employed more as engravers and letter-cutters. The monumental masons could supply clients with books of epitaphs from which they could choose. Dr Nicol particularly commends those who gave elaborate details of people's lives on monuments, as these can be 
invaluable documents for family historians. 

As we were shown slides of old tombstones and other momuments from both suburban and country cemeteries, we came to recognise the various symbols engraved or sculpted on them. A cross entwined with an anchor suggested the security to be found in Heaven; a shell was a symbol of pilgrimage; an um was a symbol of death (from Roman cremations), and drapery or weeping trees implied sorrow or mourning. An obvious symbol was a passion flower, and the Germans favoured a dead tree with new life sprouting from the top, suggesting the new life in Heaven. Ivy was a symbol of security, and the more sobering sickle with wheat was symbolic of death. Then you could have wings, the flight to Heaven; a wilted 
flower, suitable for an elderly person; and a child could have a rosebud with a broken stem. A sandstone column with the top missing had not been struck by lightening; it was meant that way to show a life cut short. 
We were shown a picture of a large stone on a grave in the Jamestown Cemetery which had not been supplied by a monumental mason. The unfortunate man lying in the grave had worked in a quarry, and this was the very stone that had fallen on him and killed him1 
To my way of thinking, the most tasteful tombstones that we were shown were, the small, simple, unadorned ones which can be seen in the area set aside for Quakers in the West Terrace Cemetery. 
Future visits to cemeteries will, without doubt, be much more interesting for those of us who heard Dr. Nicol's talk. 

Rosemary Brown 
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ADELAIDE'S CLASSICAL BUILDINGS 
Meeting, Monday 16 October, 1995 

Dr. Anne Geddes, Lecturer on the Architecture of the classical civilisations 
of Greece and Rome at the University of Adelaide, gave us the benefit of 
her enthusiasm and knowledge of Adelaide's classical heritage. 

In opening her talk, Dr. Geddes pointed out that nineteenth century Adelaide 
inherited the classical tradition of building because the architects of that time 
were all trained and influenced by the architecture of ancient Greece and 
Rome. In this connection Dr. Geddes made reference to Vitruvius, a 
Roman architect who wrote a treatise DeArchitectura (c.27 BC) the only 
technical handbook of its kind to have survived from antiquity. Vitruvius's 
doctrines on architecture became authoritative, and he is an important source 
of reference in any discussion on classical architecture. 

Vitruvius had devised a system of orders of architecture, basing his method 
on three standard types of columns, together with their bases, plinths, 
capitals and entablature. In brief, the Doric order is the oldest, plainest and 
sturdiest looking; the Ionic order has a more slender column and more 
decorative capital, and the Corinthian order has a very elaborate capital. 
Dr. Geddes mentioned the relevance of the orders to the purpose of the 
building being constructed. For instance, Doric, which was regarded as the 
epitome of classical simplicity and associated with manly strength, was often 
used for banks, courts, etc. Ionian, was regarded as a softer, feminine style, 
and used in temples, museums and similar. Dr. Geddes stated that the 
ancient Romans were particularly fond of the Corinthian order, and it was 
therefore associated with rule and government of the Roman Empire. (She 
reminded us that our own Parliament House has Corinthian columns.) 

In referring to Adelaide's classical heritage, Dr. Geddes included the 
elements of classical order which make Ionic-type columns at Ayers House, 
the pure Doric columns in the portico of the Magistrates Building in Victoria 
Square, and the classical architecture of the now-demolished South 
Australian Hotel. She pointed out that Freemasons' Hall, North Terrace, has 
Ionic columns on pedestals to give the appearance of a taller building. 
She mentioned that the origin of this grand Ionic order can be seen in the 
Erechtheum, a temple on the Acropolis in Athens. Michelangelo had 
adopted the same principle in his buildings in Renaissance Italy. 
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Dr. Geddes also drew our attention to the Edmund Wright building, whose 
classical facade is remarkable for its proportion and detail, and reminiscent 
of the elaborate Library at Ephesus. Referring to the Greek temple as the 

most perfect example of architecture, Dr. Geddes advised there are many in 
Southern Italy, whose male figures ("atlantes") hold up architraves. In this 
connection she reminded us that the Telecom Museum, King William ~treet, 
has a similar "Atlas" feature. In pointing out how much British-trained · 
classical architects influenced building styles here, Dr. Geddes stated that the 
Barr Smith Library at Adelaide University and Brougham Place Uniting 
Church exhibit the classical restraint established by Christopher Wren. 

Dr. Geddes also made reference to the Museum of Economic Botany, with 
its graceful Ionic columns, classical understated Greek style of architecture, 
and its proportions (9 to 4, length to width) similar to the Parthenon on the 
Acropolis. In connection with the Supreme Court building in Adelaide, 
Dr. Geddes drew our attention to its pilasters, columns, balustraded parapets, 
decorative urns, and imposing central pediment, a grand building of mass 
and power, which could compete with anything similar in the world. 
Dr. Geddes discussed the Adelaide Railway Station whose classical 

architectural features include egg and dart mouldings, impressive Ionic 
columns and balustrades. And in stating that the Roman dome was the 
logical conclusion of Roman architecture, Dr. Geddes mentioned the dome in 
the Waiting Room (now the refurbished Marble Hall of the Casino). 

Dr. Geddes went on to say that where the ancient Greeks used post and lintel, 
Roman architects preferred compressed and strong arches as a successful 
way of avoiding stress in a building. She illustrated this with slides of arches 
used in the Ducal Palace at Urbino, the Colosseum and Arch of Constantine 
in Rome, and the Place of Versailles, comparing them with the arches in St. 
Patrick's Church, Grote Street. 
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Twentieth-century architects gradually abandoned classical orders and 
wanted to be free to express themselves. Cities all over the world now look 
alike with their grey, glass towers, creating a landscape of mediocrity. 

In conclusion. Dr. Geddes mentioned two books which might be of interest 
to members - The Classical Language of Architecture by Sir John 

Summerson, and published by Penguin, and Heritage of the City of Adelaide, 
an illustrated guide, published by the Corporation of the City of Adelaide. 

Elizabeth Rogers 
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A TALE OF TWO CULTURES -
An Oral History of the Savings Bank of South Australia 

and the State Bank 

Meeting on 20 November, 1995 

Our speak.er was Ms.Den;iseSclµ,lmann, history consul!ant and 
researcher and a freelance oral historian. ~he is an ~isor on cultural 
matters to Local government and her published oral history of the . 

Savings Bank of South Australia and the Stat~ Bankhe dewll!t the fin.t ~f 
its kind in Australia and of considerable value in t l eraJwm 01 

the recent Royal Commission into the Stale Bank. 

Denise Schwnann's presentation was different ~n that _it employed a 
technique of juxtaposing audio taped conve~tlons _with comment 
from the historian and the result was dramatic. Denise was . . 
commissioned to undertake an oral history of the bank by the h bmr:ian 
of the institution in 1989, a short ti~e before_ the great debacle and it 
proved to be fortuitous because the mfom1alJon she gleaned would not 
otherwise have been made available. Most of the tapes hav~ returned 
to Bank S.A.but some are missing, interestingly those relating to the 
former Chief Executive, Marcus Clark. 

To hear Sir Willoughby Norrie speaking upon the ~casion of his 
unveiling a plaque celebrating 100 years of the Savmgs Bank of South 
Australia in 1948 was quite sad when one r_eflects upon what was to 
come.The SBSA had a long history of service an~ many of our 
members were nodding in approval as the memones engendered by 
extracts from the oral history were aroused. 

All those years of service to the people and ~e soli? security which the 
Bank offered to them in good and very bad times disappeared as the 
culture was changed radically. In the 1980s an annual profit_ of ~m 
was recorded of which half went to the Government. In earlier tt_mes a 
profit of $Im or $2m was very satisfactory because the emphasis was 
to be there for people and especially the a~cultural sector. M?st 
branches were in those rural areas where it was harder to survive 
through difficult times. Loans w~re carefuIIr J?lanned and farmers 
were not forced off their properties. The policies were humane and 
managers well trained to count every penny and co~cen~te on sound 
management with a benevolent goal at the heart of it all. Watch your 
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lending policy " was the old adage and the SBSA was the arm of 
government policy for doing good in the state. The Bank of Adelaide 
was shameless in sending small customers over to the .. penny bank" 
as it was called. 

The SBSA was formed by an Act of Parliament to support thrift and 
self help. It was a Government institution, closely monitored by 
Parliament. Savings and mortgages were its income and its attitudes 
enshrined the old fashioned ways. An old manager, advising a young 
man setting out for Port Augusta and his first posting, advised," It's a 
roughish place so keep away from the billiard saloons ... " Perhaps he 
went on to spell out further dangers.Processes at the bank were 
manual, labour intensive and repetitive. Other banks were gearing up 
to the new styles and there is no doubt that changes were due. 

As Denise said, "Ignore history at your peril." History was not 
referred to and a new Chief Executive Officer was appointed to bring 
the bank into the new culture. Marcus Clark had very vague 
credentials, according to this historian and he insisted on being the 
first General Manager to sit on the Board off rustees. The Trustees 
were now termed Board members and corporate or profit culture 
governed all policies. 

Our speaker allowed her story to be told through the voices of people 
like Dunstan and Bannon and many of the employees, old and young, 
who were fearful of what was to happen. The Reserve Bank warned 
but there was no stopping the frenzy of entrepreneurial activity and 
lending. Beneficial Finance was just one of the many crashes of the 
period and our Bank was bleeding to death.The deregulation of 
banking was another situation which hastened the end. 

Marcus Clark stated often that he was not accountable to the 
Government. He dispensed with old staff and brought in a new breed 
of creative bankers with degrees in Business Management who would 
provide "creative" ways of managing. There was no experienced core 
of staff left to direct the economic reform which was to be a priority. 
Of course there was tension between the branch staff who remained 
committed to service and economical management. 

A sad story it was and we appreciated it's telling by this talented oral 
historian. 

Barbara Crompton 
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KANGAROO ISLAND WEEKEND, 4th to 6th November 1995 

DAY 1; A cold wind blew as 34 members and friends of BHS met at the 
Glenelg jetty to board the Super Flyte ( or Super Flyte, as our naughty bus 
driver called it) for the 8 a.m. departure for Kl - but there was more flight 
than fright as we whisked over the waves to reach Kingscote at 10.30 a.m .. 
Having settled in at the Ozone Hotel, we were ready for adventure by 
12.30 p.m. when we boarded the bus, driven by Alwyn Francis, and head
ed south-west for Seal Bay. 

Here I suffered pangs of nostalgia as I remembered the holidays we had 
with our children in the 1960s when we were free to wander among the 
gentle seals on the beach and watch their antics in the water. Now that 
Seal Bay is under the care of The National Parks and Wild Life Services, I 
agree, reluctantly, that it is all for the good, as the seals are now kept safe 
from those who used to delight in tormenting them. ' 

An information centre has been built and you may visit the beach only 
with a guide, and stay in a group well back from the seals. Our guide 
obviously a lover of seals, had much to tell us. The seals in this colony are 
sea lions, and had it not been for the reef in the bay, this colony would 
have been destroyed by the sealers of the early 1800s who had wiped out 
nearly all the sea lions from the rest of the island. Their wooden-hulled 
vessels could not cross the reef at Seal Bay. There are about 600 seals in 
the colony, and the number is not likely to increase, as whereas some seals 
have a 12-month breeding cycle, these sea lions have an 18-month cycle; 
one batch of pups will be born in the winter season, and the next in the 
summer. This year it is to be the summer cycle, and the first pups are just 
arriving. When each pup is old enough, it will have a micro-chip inserted 
into the blubber on its rump so that its progress can be monitort!d. 

We were given some entertainment on the beach when there was a mild 
fracas between a young bull and a mature one - the latter recognised by 
the thick, yellow fur on the back of its neck. The guide said that the 
mature bulls travel as far as Port Lincoln and beyond to pay court to cows 
in other sea lion colonies. Then, of course, bull seals from other colonies 
pay reciprocal visits. 

Our next visit was inland, to the Emu Ridge Eucalyptus Distillery at 
MacGillivray. There used to be about 26 eucalyptus stills on Kl, with 
Faulding's as the main customer, but the industry died when eucalyptus 
oil could be imported more cheaply. When Bev and Larry Turner were in 
trouble through low wool prices, they decided to resurrect this eucalyptus 
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still. It consists of an underground furnace with a large, round, steel 
receptacle on top. 'Ibey have access to a good acreage of narrow-leaf 
mallee (Eucalyptus Cneorifolia) which they harvest by cutting the foliage 
close to the ground. The trees soon regenerate, and can be harvested over 
and over again. Bev described the distilling process to us - done twice to 
get a pure product. These people are entirely self-sufficient. They use the 
dried leaves from previous batches as fuel, and they have a steam-operated 
generator for electricity. "No electricity bills~-" said Bev. They sell the oil 
to health food shops in Adelaide, and at their own shop nearby. They also 
produce honey to sell, and confectionary made from native fruits. I hope 
they do well - they deserve to succeed! 

After travelling north we saw the quaint Wisanger School which had 
functioned until 1945. Built in the 1850s, it looks like a small church, and 
notices on the wall inside show that it was multi-purpose, being available 
for church services for most denominations, and as a school, but NOT for 
dancing - sinful! Another notice gives rules for teachers . . . each 
moming teacher will bring a bucket of water and a scuttle of coal [Why 
- when firewood was so plentiful?] . .. Men teachers may take one even
ing each week for courting, or two if they attend church regularly . . . 
Women teachers who marry or engage in unseemly conduct will be 
dismissed . . . etc., etc. 

We returned to Kingscote in the late afternoon and it was raining as some 
of us scuttled in to see the Pioneer Cemetery before visiting the museum in 
Hope Cottage. On such an inclement evening, it was good to regain the 
comfort of the Ozone Hotel. Our guests at dinner were Sandy Alexander 
and her husband. It was Sandy who compiled the magnificent book I 

which included our itinerary and interesting facts about Kl's history and 
places we were visiting. 

At the end of our meal we heard two speakers. Elizabeth Simpson spoke 
of the tragedy of the six men from the Africainewho, in November, 1836, 
had asked to be put ashore near Cape Borda so that they could walk cross 
country to meet up again with the ship at Kingscote. They had endured 
terrible hardships, and two of the party had perished. Barbara Parker told 
us about the docile Ligurian bees which had been introduced to KI some 
time ago. As there are no other honey-bees on the island, the strain has 
remained pure. Ligurian queen bees are in demand throughout the world, 
and have_ even been sent back to Liguria in Italy! 

Rosemary Brown 
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Snnday 5 November- DAY 2 

We left the Ozone Hotel at 8.30 a.m. On going to a look-out overlooking 
American River we passed a milling shed supplying milled hay to Japan. We 
then passed the Kangaroo Island Horseracing Club which holds 3 meetings a 
year, culminating in the Kangaroo Island Cup which is often won by Wolf 
Blass . We saw Pelican Lagoon which is the narrowest point in the Island (1 
kilometer). 

At Eastern Cove Matthew Flinders landed and climbed Prospect Hill where he 
sighted the southern coast of Kangaroo Island, thus deciding it was an island. 
We could see black swans, and Cape Barren Geese which came in the 1920s 
from Cape Barren Island in Bass Strait. As there is no mairis ,water supply 
people have tanks and water is carted to houses in the summer. 

We stopped at a monument commemorating the building of the 35 ton 
schooner Independence by American sealers and whalers in 1804, hence the 
name American River. 

At Christmas Cove they discovered scarring on boulders caused by glacial 
movement in the Ice Age, when Kangaroo Island was separated from the 
mainland. 

At Frendunan's Rock we saw the replica of a carving made by Nicolas Baudin 
when he came ashore for water from his exploration ship Le Geographe in 
1803. A dome was built over the rock in 1906 to protect the original carving, 
but it was moved to the Art Gallery in Adelaide in 1918 and the replica placed 
in situ. 

We then visited the Penneshaw Musewn in the old school room. In the 1890s 
schools started with two or three sharing a teacher for whom accommodation 
had to be provided. Under one of the schools two inch pigwire was installed to 
prevent pigs foraging! One of the displays recounted the Island's maritime 
history including its record of forty shipwrecks since the first one in 1847. We 
were shown a music box with an inlaid wood cover which played six tunes and 
was made prior to 1900. Bricks were displayed made by the Hog Bay 
Brickworks (1907 - 1910). Each one had a kangaroo in the centre bordered by 
Kand I. They are now collector's items. 
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We had a picnic lunch (packed by the Ozone Hotel) in a delightful spot near 
Antechamber Bay which was the last anchorage for Flinders and the first for 
Baudin. 

Cape Willoughby Lighthouse was the next landmark visited. In was opened in 
1852 as the Island's first lighthouse. Electricity now replaces the oil lamps 
which used to necessitate the panes being cleaneci daily. Many of us climbed 
the 102 steps to the top and enjoyed the stunning view. The Pages Island 
group which is home to the largest colony of sea lions, and Pennington Bay 
where Joseph Pennington disappeared in 1855 were clearly visible. The bus 
then returned to Kingscote to deliver nine members of our party who were 
returning to Adelaide on the Super Flyte . We wished them safe passage as the 
weather seemed to be 'blowing up'! 

The group enjoyed an excellent three course dinner at Ellson's S~view M~tel. 
After dinner there was an option to go on a guided walk to see fairy penguins 
on the foreshore, but by now the wind was blowing a gale and there was 
intermittent rain. It was hard to leave the fire . The majority did brave the 
elements and saw a preliminary video about the penguins before the walk to 
various spots to look for penguins in eerie yellow torch light. It would be a 
good experience (for viewers and penguins) on a calmer, warmer night. 

Wendy McGufiog 

Monday 6 November;,_ DAY 3 
I 

The invitation to extend the weekend visit for another day to visit Flinders 
Chase was taken up by 25 members and friends . With warnings of a tight 
schedule we left Kingscote at 8.30 a.m and headed for Parndana (Aboriginal 
derivation= scrub gum place). Pamdana is the central town for the Island's 
sheep farmers with a population of 200 - mostly retired farmers. It began as a 
World War II Soldiers' Settlement in 1948. Approximately 200 farms 
(average size 1200 - 1500 acres) were established on 250,000 cl~red acres . 
Each farmer was supplied with a 3 bedroom asbestos home, sheanng and 
implement sheds and fencing. The loans were to be repaid over ~0_years. In 
later years there were _lots of problems with fertility and of the ongmal settlers, 
only one now remains . Alwyn's (bus driver) father was one of those farmers 
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and rather than giving preference to only one of his sons to carry on the fam1, 
it was sold. 

The bus travelled west to Kelly Hill Caves in Kelly Hill Conservation Park 
run by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. Our guide explained that_ a 
horse called Kelly disappeared down a sink hole in 1880, which led to the 
discovery of the system. Kelly was never forn1d, partly because locals avoided 
the area for many years . In 1925 Mr H Bell led an exploration group through 
the chambers, and the following year public access started. Kelly Hill caves 
are formed from karst or lin1estone and there are four main chambers . They 
have been extruded over the last few years with improved walkways, stairs 
and handrails, and new lighting installed to enhance the variety of elaborate 
cave formations . As well as stalactites and stalagmites, arid columns: whole, 
split and rejoined we saw straws, helictites, fish hooks and bacon rashers. 

After a short distance further west we entered Flinders Chase Nation.al Park 
occupying 74,000 hectares, making it one of Australia's largest parks. The 
Rocky River Homestead was on the original small farm, and it is now the hub 
of the park which was proclain1ed in 1919. The Island's south-west corner has 
several 'don't miss' attractions including: 

Remarlutble Rocks, huge granite rocks located in a limestone area and 
shaped by erosion. They are 75 million years old, 

Weir Cove, the ruins of the historic jetty, rail haulage line, flying fox and 
storerooms at the cliff top were built in 1906. Every three months supplies for 
the nearby lighthouse were landed and hauled up the cliff. Originally the loads 
were hauled by two horses until a motor winch was connected, 

Cape Du Couedic Lighthouse, built between 1906 - 1909 standing 140 
metres above sea level. It was staffed by three lighthouse keepers on a 
rotation basis of postings for 6 months, 

Admirals Arch, a dramatic limestone cave frames spray-drenched rock 
slabs and a surging sea . A New Zealand Fur Seal colony lives on the rocks . 

Our picnic ltmch (thanks to Ellson's Motel) was eaten inside a fenced shelter 
shed under the watchful eye of Peter, the sole remaining free-roaming emu. 
My last visit to this area was about 20 years ago when the emus were quite 
aggressive, poking their heads into any stationary car with a window down 
looking for food . 
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After lunch we drove to the north-west corner of the Island to visit the Flinders 
Light at Cape Borda Lighthouse and Museum. The lighthouse was built in 
1858 from local stone and unlike the conventional design, is square and not 
very high because it sits on a high cliff. Davide, the resident warden regaled 
us with stories of early lighthouse keepers (e.g . Captain Woodward and 
George Main) and the early social life in an isolated community. All goods 
and services came through nearby Harvey's Rettiin, where a horse-drawn 
capstan was used to operate counter balanced trucks up the cliff face. One 
amazing sight was a small cannon still sited near the lighthouse. Davide 
informed us these cannons were distributed to all lighthouses last century to 
repel a Russian invasion. In his opinion it would have been highly successful 
as any Russian invaders would most certainly have died, but from laughing, 
not wounds. There were given gunpowder but no cannon balls! The staff still 
provide three-hourly weather reports to the Adelaide Weather Bureau, as they 
have done since 1865. 

The bus then sped us back to Kingscote in time to board for the return trip on 
the Super Flyte . There were no green faces this time as the seas were kind, 
and we arrived safely at Glenelg at 8.30 p .m. 

My fond memories of this enjoyable time include having Janet and David Reid 
in the group (what a year they've both had!); seeing Maxon Simpson at the top 
of the Cape Willoughby Lighthouse; hearing Elizabeth Simpson's after dinner 
presentation, and realizing the impact of the Island's former isolation. 

Grateful than4s are again extended to the following persons whose combined 
contributions resulted in a very special weekend trip for all participants: 
Alan Cross - co-ordinator, for total organisation spanning about 12 months, 
Sandy Alexander - author of the handbook especially prepared for our visit 
and distributed to participants, providing background and historical 
information about all places visited, 
Alwyn Francis - bus driver, for safe driving, additional information and 
commentary, and his droll humour, 
Ralph Davies - tour operator, for liaising with Alan and providing contacts, 
all participants - for taking up the trip option and forming a cohesive, 
common interest group. 

Barbara Parker 
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THE SEAL WHO THOUGHT IT WAS A 'PERSON' 

When we visited Seal Bay on Kangaroo Island, I asked the 
guide whether orphaned seal pups were ever hand-reared. He 
said that they had done it once, proving that it was not advisable . 
They had reared a pup until it was about two years old, and it 
came to think that food came only from people with buckets of 
fish. However, they decided to release it into the sea to see if it 
could fend for itself, and a few days later it was found waddling 
up the main street of Victor Harbor, hoping to find a fellow 
human who would give it a meal. Eventually, Sea World in 
Queensland was persuaded to give it a home, but said firmly 
"Just this once - no room for any more!" 

On another occasion they were tempted to care for a pup which 
seemed to have no mother, but put off doing this - and just as 
well. About three weeks later the mother turned up with a big 
gash on her chest, but she resumed motherhood, the wound 
healed, the pup thrived, and the story had a happy ending. 

Rosemary Brown 
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WORLD 
RECORD 

Those who heard 
Christopher Brown talking 
at our June, 1993 meeting 
about his cave-diving 
experiences, might be 
interested to know that on 
September 23rd he broke 
the world record for a 
penetration dive into a 
water-filled cave. The 
accompanying account is 
from The Advertiser, 
September 25th, 1995. 

Cave diver 
sets record 
An Adelaide man has broken the 

world cave diving record. 
Christopher Brown navigated 6.26km 

o! underground cave, below the 
Nullarbor plain - an improvement o! 
20 metres on the record set in 1983. 
· His support team in the water with 
him and at the entrance to Cocklebiddy 
Cave, where the attempt began, were all 
delighted yesterday. 
· "We'll start a celebration on what 

we've got down here," Brown said from 
below ground. 

"I don't suppose you could throw a few 
beers down, could you?" 

He departed from "Toad Hall" air 
chamber, beneath the Nullarbor in West• 
ern Australia, on Saturday night. 

Cocklebiddy is about 250km !rom the 
SA border, roughly midway between 
Eucla and Norseman. 

He set· off with a motorised scooter 
but, as the cave narrowed, he abandoned 
powered vehicles. 

. Hoping to find another cave or huge 
au chamber, Brown had to push his 
oxygen tanks in front of him because the 
cave had become so narrow. 

Then, 97 minutes after leaving his crew 
at Toad Hall, Brown decided it would be 
too risky to carry on. 

"I couldn't negotiate any further, with 
or without packs, so I decided 20m was 
the best I could do," he said. 

Brown, who spent a year preparing for 
the dive, praised his support team. 

They were expected to be back above 
_ ground late last night. 
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Worth Noting 

The Burnside Historical Society has no new members to welcome 
since the last Newsletter (September 1995): 

Drybrugh House School 
A Mrs Austin (11379 1316) telephoned Richard House to ask if any 
members had heard of: or had information about this school. It was 
possibly located near the Maid and Magpie Hotel. 

Publications 

1. The Parramatta and District Historical Society Inc. Journal No.6 
People and Places is a 66 page soft cover book containing 9 new 
research articles on various aspects of Parramatta History -- $11.50 
including postage. Seven articles are about people (Ruby Melville 
First woman factory licensee; Alexander Mackenzie Pioneer 
Banker; Harold Taplin Introduced electricity; Penelope Lucas 
Governess; The Duff Missionaries Short biographies; John Shying 
Oriental Gentleman; Paramatta Pioneers and their Champion 
Racehorses), and two about places (The Railway Arrival of the 
First Train; The Three Parramatta Gaols). Address: PO Box 1384, 
Parramatta, NSW 2124. 

2. Fourth Fleet Families of Australia: Including full Convict Indents 
of the Pitt, Royal Admiral and Kitty. Complied and edited by C J 
Smee. This book contains genealogical details of 179 Fourth 
Fleeters who arrived in the colony of NSW in the year 1792, plus 
their children and grandchildren. Cost $30.00 phis postage to SA 
$8.00. Address: PO Box 1011, Dickson, ACT 2602. 
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WHAT ON EARTH 

IS THIS HAN DOING? 

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL (1847-1922) was 29 when his inven
tion, the telephone, was patented in 1876, but he used to 
say that he would rather be remembered for his dedication 
to the cause of deaf people. It was through him that Helen 
Keller's parents were put in touch with Anne Sullivan who 
was so successful in educating her in spite of her being 
both deaf and blind. 

Bell never gave up inventing, and had a great diversity 
of interests. He spent many years trying to develop a 
multi-nippled sheep which would be able to cope with multiple 
births. He said that if a pig could raise a litter, why 
shouldn't a sheep do likewise? This was one of his least 
successful ventur~s, as he ended up with a flock of rather 
poor-quality sheep. 

I 

He worked for years on hydrofoils, and in 1919, three 
years before his death, a hydrofoil was built to his speci
fications which could do more than 70 m.p.h. For 12 years 
it was the fastest boat in the world, and it was over 40 
years before a faster hydrofoil was built. 

A great concern of his was that people adrift in open 
boats died of thirst even though surrounded by water, and 
he . thought that there should be some way of reclaiming 
drinking water from the air. The picture shows an experi
ment where a man sits breathing through a clay pipe which 
is connected to a container being kept cool in a bucket of 
water. Bell is hoping to prove that water can be reclaimed 
from exhaled breath if the right equipment is available. 

R.B. 
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Season's Greetings 

are extended · 

to all members 




