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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. P.O. Box 152 

GLENS-IDE, S.A. 50<>'> 

OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the Society shall be: 

2. l 

2.2 

2.3 

2.4 
2.5 

to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Austral ian 

and S~uth Australian history and in particu lar, the history of the City of 

Burnside; 

to promote the collection, recording, prcscrvnlion and Ins ificnlion f 

works, source material and artifacts of al l kinds r latin I Aurn, i t 

history; 

t~ass~stin _the_protectionandpreservation fbuil ti 11gN, work• 1111d 11 l1• ~of 

histoncal significance in the City of Burns id ; 

to co-operate with si"1!1ar societies and oth r bodH·N 1h1011 ~,ho 111 A11• 11 ,1ll a; 

to do all such other things as are conduciv or in ·tdl•lll ,il lo 1111 1l l.111111t l'nl 

of any of the above objectives. 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1994 - 1995 

President: Mrs Barbara Parker 

Responsible Officer: " " 
Ph 111) ll<tl I) 

Vice-President: 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: 

Committee: 

Editorial Sub
Committee: 

COVER: 

Mr John Clark 

Mr Richard House 

Mr David Reid 

Miss E lsie Ahrens 

Mrs Wendy McGufJog 

Mrs Margaret Sando 

Mr Alan Cross 

Mr Ray Reeves 

Mrs Evelyn White 

Mrs Barbara Parker 

Mrs Rosemary Brown 

Mrs Barbara rompton 

Mrs Elizabeth Rogers 

Miss Janet la rk 

Ph. 171) 110 I ' ) 

The Edinbu rgh Hotel, Hig h Street, Mitcham Village. 

Source: M ileham I WaKe Sketchbook, illustrated by Pam 

Reprinted wi th permission from Pam Oborn. 
bo111 

20 l\'larch 

Monday 

2 April 
Sunday 
afternoon 

Visit plan: 

Details: 

Bookings: 

PROGRAM - 1995 

The Governor and the Constitution - a practical 
perspective 
Mr Peter Bassett was admitted to the Bar in his early 

professional life, and undertook post graduate research 

on the Commonwealth Constitution. He served in the 

diplomatic corps in numerous overseas postings for 20 

years, before heading the Foreign Affairs Office in 

Adelaide for 2 years. He was appointed O:fficical 

Secretary to the Governor of South Australia - Dame 

Roma Mitchell in May 1992. 

He will highlight how South Australia's constitution 

presently operates and discuss the implications for our 

State, should Australia become a republic. 

Visit to Sunny brae Farm 
Sunnybrae Farm at Regency Park is an Historic 
Conservation and Recreation Reserve. The land was 

farmed from 1839 to 1880, when it became not only 

Australia's first Sewage Farm, but the first in the 

southern hemisphere. In 1966 the Farm was replaced by 

the Bolivar Sewage Treatment works, and the buildings 

fell into disrepair. The farm buildings and four acres of 

land transferred to Enfield Council in 1981, and it was 

given State Heritage listing. The Council has restored 

the complex, which includes a display centre for the 

Enfield and District Historical Society's collections. 

look around the historic farm buildings and museum; 

bus tour of historic sites in the Enfield area, 
back to the Farm for afternoon tea. 

Meet at 2.00 p.m. at Sunnybrae Farm. Cost $3.00 

Take the turning into Farm Lane in the Regency Park 

complex off Regency Road. 

Evelyn White 11333 0641 
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J 7 April 

Mo11day 

15 May 

Monday 

19 June 
Monday 

Annual General Meeting (short) followed by the 
history behind several of Burnside Council's plaques 
Members will describe events in certain locations which 

were important enough to be marked in later years with 
historical plaques. 

Old Monastery, TST Brandy and a Bloke Called 
Pedare- the Tolley winefamily 
The Tolleys have been involved in wine and brandy 

making since 1862, through four family companies. One 

of these, Tolley Wines of Hope Valley, remains a family

owned wine company, one of the few of this size in 
Australia. The 5th. generation is still active in the wine 
industry and other members have made significant 
contnlmtions to irrigation technology, the citrus 
industry, the legal profession and history. 

Dr. Geoffrey Bishop's hobby is horticultural/viticultural 
history, and the Tolley wine family is one of his 
published topics. 

The Poet as Historian 
Poetry does have a role to play in assisting historians in 

their search for truth and understanding. Poetry is the 
language of the emotions, and it is thus especially 
useful in elucidating highly emotional or dramatic 
incidents in our history. Graham Jenkin will employ 

his own poetry and that of other poets in order to 
support his argument. 

17 July Early Adelaide Theatres: an architectural history 
perspective 

Monday Speaker. Mr Hamish Angas 

21 August to be confirmed 
Monday 

18 September Tombstone Designs 
Monday Speaker: Dr Robert Nicol 

16 October 
Monday 

Adelaide's Classical Buildings 
Speaker: Dr Anne Geddes 
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20 ~ 0 , ember The 1/i.\tory of the Sa,·ings Bank of ~·outh Austr,1/ia 

and the State Bank of South Australia up to 1984 

Monday Speaker: Ms Denise Schumann 

Proposed Outings 

Day trip ) 
Wttkend away ) 

• • • 

planning for both everits 
is underway · 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historic~ Society are held in the 

Burnside Community Centre on the third Mor_iday ?f each month at 

8.00 p.m. unless an alternative time or venue 1s notified. 

• • • 

Addendum to the meeting report of History of the Art Gallery of 

South Australia, December 1994 B.H.S. Newsletter, pp.11-12. 

At the February 1995 meeting, Eliz.abeth Simpson pointed out that the 

meeting report referenced above did not ~ention the foll~wing 

information. It is not known whether the speaker Ms Claire Brooks 

mentioned this in her presentation, but we will contact her in case these 

facts are unknown [Ed.]. 

Of interest to Burnside historians: 

Samuel Davenport of Beaumont House, headed a delegation in 1880 to 

the Melbourne International Exhibition. Their duty was to select ~d 

purchase the first pictures for the Fine Art Gallery of South _Austr~a. 

In J 880 he was presented with an Illuminated Address for his semces. 

Reference: Simpson, E.R., 1993, Beaumont House - the land and its 

people, Beaumont Press, Adelaide, p.77 . 
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ANN lJ ,\ I. Ll< NJ.:H.AL i\lEETL~G 

Notice is hercb H1v1·11 tl1.11 the.: Fourteenth Annual General Meeting of the Bumsi1lc I li~lm i, 111 Society Inc. "'ill be held in the Burnside Communi ty Ct·nlr on Monday, 17 April 1995, at 8.00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

Apologies 

2 Minutes of the thirteenth Annual General Meeting 18/ 4/94 

3 President's Report 

4 Treasurer's Report 

5 Determination of Subscription Fees for 1995/96 

6 Election of the Committee for 1995/96 

7 Election of the Auditor for 1995/96 

8 Other Business 

The Conmrittee for 1994/95 consists of 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Other Members 

• Mrs Barbara Parker 
• Mr John Clark 
• Mr Richard House 
• Mr David Reid 
• Miss Elsie Ahrens 
• Mrs Wendy McGuffog 
• Mrs Margaret Sando 

Mr Alan Cross 
Mr Ray Reeves 
Mrs Evelyn White 

In accordance with paragraph 8.1 of the Constitution the President, VicePresident, Secretary, Treasurer, and three other members are due to retire. The members marked • are those retiring in 1995, and are eligible for reelection. 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY C'lC. 

NOMINATION FOR:\t 

. . d e on the Committee: The following member is nommate to serv 

I 

' . ..... I , ".'lominee: 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. ..... .. .. . . . . 

.. .... . . . . . . . . .... . . I 
1 Address: 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. .. .... . . . . . . 

.. . ..... 
1 Position: I 
I 
I 

. ........ . . . . . . . . 

I 
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I 
I 
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and .. . . ••·· ·· for the term of office between( · · b~~~~ i 995 and 1997) e.g. 

t nomination for the above position I agree to accep 

I 

\ Signature of nominee: 
I 
I 
I 

\ Proposed by: 
I 
I 
I 
1 

Seconded by: 

th fi Uowing have to be elected for a one year tenn.: • Each year e O T asurer President, Vice President, Secretary, re . 
\ • Three Committee members are elected each alternate year for a I , two year term. 
I 
I 

\ 5 I 
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'The emigrants' wail' 

A local newspaper article 'n,e emigranls' wail' by Roger Hutchinson 

published in 1994 was sent to Janet and David Reid by their relatives 

in Peterhead, 60 km. from Aberdeen, Scotland. It provides the 

background which forced thousands of poor Scots to emigrate from 

Skye and the Western Isles in the northern Hebrides to Australia. 

The stories of their voyages on the Georgiana and the Hercules 

make fascinating reading in that they come from the source of their 

departure. This is unlike many other accounts, 'which were only ever 

written by the literate, by the satisfied, and by the living'. 

Hutchinson writes that the events of both voyages do not begin with 

the departures of the ships in 1852. He describes the "voluntary" 

emigrants as 'placid, godly people', whose actions resulted from 

events building up over 50 years of 'stop-go, boom and bust flurries 

of unusual activities'. From the beginning of the 19th. century when 

their traditional agricultural base had ended, the tenant farmers found 

employment in new ventures. These included the kelp industry, 

herring fishing, and building the vast canal and road transport 

schemes over three decades. Initially local 'titled landowners-cum 

employers' were anxious to retain their tenants whilst their labour 

contributed to income and property development. They 'actively 

discouraged emigration in the first third of the century', but did not 

use state help while there was a demand for labour. 

When the building schemes ended and the kelp and fishing industries 

collapsed, the drastic situation was compounded by the failure of the 

harvests in 1836-7 and 1846-7. The landowners responded by 

turning their former intensely cultivated land into broad acre sheep 

farms. The resulting 'wretchedness and misery' led many former 

tenants to consider emigration, or work in the new southern 

factories, or in the Lowlands during harvests. 'In the early 1850s, 

13,741 out of24,000 people on Skye were listed for poor relief . 

Such numbers called for drastic measures, which culminated in the 

formation of the Highland Emigration Society in 18 5 2. 
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The Society's principles included one requiring landlords to assist 
with subsidising their tenants' transport costs up to one third ( after 
which they took over their houses and land) . Australia was the 
preferred destination, and they were told that Adelaide was their 
destiny. 'They came, with their limited qualifications ("shepherd", 
"ploughman"), their inability to read, write, or speak English'. in 
North Uist pitched battles were fought and lost in 1849 and 1852, 
and the tenants joined the 5,000 people exported by the Society 
before its affairs were wound up in 1852. 'By the end of 1855, the 
government of the state of South Australia had 2,000 people on poor 
relief, a fifth of Scottish origin'. 

The barque Georgiana left Scotland in the second week of July 1852 
and took 91 days to reach Port Phillip Head, Melbourne. Five days 
later before disembarkation, 16 crew members mutinied and gun 
shots were exchanged. Some were killed and the remainder made off 
for the gold-rush town ofBallarat. Before they left, Captain Murray 
was lashed to the wheel whilst unconscious, and the remaining 
officers locked up. The emigrants observed the events on deck, but 
did not participate. Captain Murray survived and set off after the 
crew in another boat. 'Seven . . . were eventually caught, wandering 
in their bedraggled sea-going clothes in the south Australian bush, 
and charged with desertion and mutiny' . A later inquest 'completely 
exonerated Murray . .. but the Geelong jury added a rider . . . 
"strong disapprobation of the unmanly conduct of the male emigrants 
in refusing to aid the captain" '. 

The HMS Hercules:y.;as a large old battleship which took three 
weeks to take on 7 4 7 emigrants from the north, as she lay in 
Campbeltown Bay at the foot of the Mull ofK.intyre. She had her 
full complement and was ready to sail by 26 December, 1852, 
including "the migrant with fever" who would be carried 'at least as 
far as Glasgow' -- against medical advice. As soon as she sailed a 
gale blew the ship up the Firth of Clyde. She was out of control with 
sails and rigging tom and damaged for five days and nights, whil st 
the crew tried to save the ship . They arrived in the haven of 
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Rothesay only 50 sea-miles away on 30 Dece1:1ber. Such w~s the
1 

relief from sea-sickness and the bustle of repalfs to be organised, the 
fact that the ship had now "a case of fever, and other of smallpox and 
measles" seemed hardly worth report ing' 

Two weeks later the HMS Hercules left Rothesay and only got as far 
as the Irish Sea when 'smallpox was discovered to be rife throughout 
her passengers and crew' . The ship entered Cork harbour on 20 
January. Their arrival caused panic amongst the locals, and ~hey 
were not allowed to disembark until the vessel had been fumigated . 
The sick passengers were transferred to other ships, and then typhus 
(known as 'jail fever') struck. Passengers had _litt~e escape from the 
incubating viruses. Whole families were hosp1tahsed and some 
commited suicide. 'Many of the deaths went unrecorded: some _ , 
corpes were simply thrown into the sea: not one, other than the ships 
surgeon was afforded a gravestone' . 

The embarassed official estimates were that 300 passengers ca~~ht 
fever and 56 were disposed of at sea. The rout decimated f~rruhes, 
and ;ome made their way back to their islands, some stayed m 
Ireland and some continued with the journey. When the HMS 
Hercul~s resumed her journey on 14 April 1853, she had 380 
passengers. The ship arrived in Adelaide on 26 July, and went on to 
Melbourne to arrive there on 3 August 1853 . 

The article concludes with short accounts of several individuals: 
'Alexander Nicholson . . . survived the voyage on the Hercules and 
found himself up to his knees in the mud of Melbourne'; Angus _ 
MacKenzie was hired at a Geelong sheep station. He was surpnsed 
to see cowboys who "gather them (cows) here on a horse's back, 
with a long whip: they'll drive them as fast as horses" . 

Barbara Parker 
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DISCOVER HISTORICAL MITCHAM VILLAGE 
Twilight Meeting, Monday 16 January, 1995 

After the recent scorching heat, members from both the Burnside and 
Mitcham Historical Societies, and guests, were most fortunate to experience 
a balmy evening for our first meeting of 1995. With enthusiastic and · 
knowledgeable Guides - Murray Scriven (President, Mitcham Historical 
Society), Maggie Ragless, (Local Information Officer), Pam Oborn (Local 
Historian) and our own Iris Gorman, we set off on a discovery of the 
historical Mitcham Village. Among us were descendants of some Mitcham 
pioneers, and for them this was an especially rewarding evening with their 
particular interest in the human stories behind the facades of buildings. 

Prior to white settlement, a group of about 150 of the Kaurna tribe of 
Aborigines camped around the Brownhill Creek area. A5 has happened 
throughout the early history of Australia, the arrival of colonists resulted in 
the eventual extinction of the indigenous people. Mitcham, named after a 
town in England, was Adelaide's first outlying settlement, developed as an 
ancillary to the South Australian Company's sheep station at Brownhill 
Creek (surveyed in 1837). Supplying Adelaide with vegetables, fruit, dairy 
products, sand and stone, Mitcham abounded with small shops and cottages, 
as well as imposing mansions. A few examples of the former were pointed 
out by our Guides as we started our journey in Welbourne Street, proceeding 
into Bradey Street, and learning of blacksmiths, woodyards, and stone
carters. Entering Maitland Street, we stopped outside what was once 
Newey's Coach Stables (now used as the Torrens Park Scout Hall). 
Built in 1872 ofbluestone, this building represents the beginning of public 
transport in Mitcham, when Fullarton Road was the main thoroughfare to 
Adelaide. From an early spring car service, horse trams took over in 1879, 
followed by electric traips, which were replaced later by buses. 

Pausing opposite the Edinburgh Hotel, we admired its impressive facade of 
ornate Victorian architecturt>. First licensed in 1869, and built of local stone, 
later additions in 1914 and 1972 considerably enlarged the original building, 
also contributing to the appealing off-centre entrance. On the corner of 
Albert and High Streets, our guide pointed out one of the best-known 
landmarks in Mitcham, "the old corner store". Built in the 1850s, and 
known variously as Gregory's and Aunty Janet Cunningham's, it later was 
used by the Mitcham Arts and Crafts Village Association, and is now 
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attractively restored as a wine shop. Another familiar landmark is the two
story building on Taylor's Road, formerly the Mitcham Hotel. Being on the 
main road from Adelaide to Belair via Muggs Hill Road, the Mitcham Hotel 
assured refreshments for town visitors who were having a day in the country! 

The name Playford is well known in South Australian history, and the Rev. 
Thomas Playford, who arrived in 1844, preached from his home "Jerusalem" 
next to the Reserve (Village Green) on the present site of Sutton Gardens. 
The adjacent keystone bridge, built in 1866 oflocal stone, is another well
known feature of Mitcham. "Old-timers" can recollect the stories of the 
"ghost" which was/is supposed to sit on the bridge at night! A plaque in the 
Reserve marks the site of the Union Chapel and School House where 
Thomas Mugg in 1856 began the school which is today known as the 
Mitcham Primary School, the oldest existing school in South Australia 
Many ofus can recollect the kiosk which served refreshments until the 
1950s. Now demolished, it was formerly a Salvation Army Chapel, and 
originally a small Bible Christian Chapel built in the 1850s. Returning to 
Albert Street, it was refreshing to see Allison's Chemist Shop hardly changed 
from a 1876 photo. Hopefully two more early cottages in Rose Lane, 
recently threatened by possible demolition, will be preserved with equal care. 

Walking through part of the spacious grounds of Scotch College (previously 
Torrens Park, home of Robert and Joanna Barr Smith), we were reminded of 
a link with Blessed Mary McKillop, who frequently visited her great friends 
and benefactors, the Barr Smiths, in their mansion. (The St. Joseph Convent, 
now demolished, was at the top of Muggs Hill Road.) Continuing on, we 
saw the site of the original home built by George Prince, who settled in the 
area in 1849. The present house, Kallawar, was built by his son Lloyd 
Prince in 1908, and is now part of the College complex. Our tour concluded 
in Welbourne Street, with a nostalgic look at the exteriors of the Post Office 
(1883), and the original Thwaites's menswear shop (now Stamps Cafe). 

Aware that by using our imagination we had been able to step back into the 
past and see the "magic of Mitcham", we returned to reality with a delicious 
supper prepared by members of the Mitcham Village Art and Craft 
Association in their attractive gallery. In expressing thanks for the tours and 
the hospitality, our President Barbara Parker suggested that Burnside and 
Mitcham might have more such joint ventures. Carried unanimously! 
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DENNISON CL.ARKE - the buildl'r 

Meeting on February 20, 1995 

Our speaker for this meetingwas lvfrs. Afargaret Aiorgan ll'ho is the 

greal-granddaughter of Dennison Clarke. She was modest about her 

knowledge of her fallu'ly history and brought her fath er to fill in ·11ie 

gaps, which he was well able to do. We welcomed them both. 

You may wonder who Dennison Clarke was but you will probably 

have seen an imposing sandstone mansion on Greenhill Road as it 

rises steeply eastwards to the hills. Fernilee Lodge was built by this 

builder as an 8 roomed villa for his own f,unily in 18(>9. It must have 

been very comfortable with its l,u-ge underground rooms, as shelter 

against the heat, and handsome living rooms above. The garden was 

laid out with floribunda roses lining the drive and an<l handsome 

Norfolk Island pines and oaks on the lawns. WoodboW11c Villa 

around the comer on Lockwood Road was also his work as were 

many of the bluestone cottages and villas in that pai1 of Dumside. The 

stone was probably obtained from the quarry at Finnisbrook, on the 

Waterfall Gully Road. Clarke is reported to have owned the quarry 

and manufactured red bricks on the site. In the mid-eighties Fernilee 

Lodge was relinquished by the Clarkes to James G:.utrell who bought 

it and proceeded to add a nwnber of features which converted it to the 

mansion it is today. 

Kn:ightsbridge Road still contains several houses built by Dennison 

Clarke and his partners, the Booth brothers, who were his step

brothers, and his father-in law, James England. These houses were 

built on a sub-division of the Debney' esatate as well as a small portion 

of Leabrook. Land agents, as active then as now, saw the opportunity 

to consolidate dwellings and shops across what was then a broad 

acreage of Eucalyptus woodland. 

Dennison Clarke was born in England in 1846 :.u1d ca.inc to Adelaide 

with his widowed mother and grandfather to join other members of the 

family. His mother married Thomas Booth, a carpenter in the 

Burnside village area, and they had two more sons. ~[rs. Booth was 

well known in thOl:ie paits as a dressmaker ,uH.1 as a Christian: the 

Burnside Cluistian Church began life in her d.ra\ving room. Elizabeth 

Warbw1on in The Paddocks Beneath, quotes from a poem she wrote, 
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missing her home in England but comforted by the beauties of 

Burnside . . . brilliant with vellow wattle, purling ll'al1•rs. willows und 

wild myrtle. His gr,mdfather, Thomas Barnes, becune the first Dist1ict 

Clerk of Bm11Side ,md after 23 years, resigned .md became ,Ul 

unsuccessful fanuer on Yorke Peninsular.Dennison Chu-kc left 

Burnside in the depression of the eighties for Magill and Kensington 

Park and erected many houses there. At 80, still building, he fell on a 

site and died not long afterwards. 
It was good to listen to the story of a family . who, as settlers in an 

alien environment, made a good contiibution to the conunwtity to 

which they caine. 
Barbai·a Crompton 

Congratulations to our President ! 

It was not surprising but certainly delightful to learn that Barbara 

Parker was awarded a Public Service Medal in the Australia Day 

Honours. Her work in the area of occupational health and safety has 

spanned a large section of her career in the public service, beginning in 

1 %5 when she was appointed to be the first Occupational Health 

NW'Se in the government sector. From then to now she has taken 

increasingly responsible roles until her retirement as Senior 

Occupational Health Advisor in the Department of Industrial Affairs. 

Barbara was a graduate [Gold Medalist] of the Royal Adelaide 

Hospital Nursing School and has added to her qualifications all 

through her career and lately a BA from the University of Adelaide.It 

will be a wonder if her retirement does not produce many more 

interesting ventures.Working with her on the committee of this 

association I was to appreciate her calm competence, knowing nothing 

of all the other responsibilities which she earned. 

It is a great pleasure to off er Barbara our warmest congratulations for 

this distinction, richly deserved. 
Barbara Crompton 
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FAREWELL TO THE WARBURTONS: 

It will be a great loss to South Australia when our Life Member, 
Elizabeth Warburton and her husband, Jim, leave us at the end of 
March. After several months overseas, they will settle into a new 

house in the Blue Mountains, NSW. 

Elizabeth was closely involved in our Society's formation, an~ was 
on our editorial committee for several years. She leaves behind a 
priceless legacy - THE PAJ?I.XX_KS BENEATH (Burnside' s 
history, published 1981) - which will be a v~luabl~ source of 
information for many future generations of Burnside residents. 

Jim's book, THE FIVE CREEKS OF THE RIVER TO~NS 
(published 1977) has also contribut~d gre~tly t~ our local history 
with well-researched sections deahng with First Creek, Sec~nd 
Creek and Stonyfell Creek, which all pass through the Burnside 

area. 

We wish them well. 
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325 The Parade 
Beulah Park 

S.A. 5067 
Phone (08)331 0005 

FIVE CREEKS OF THE RIVER TORRENS 

An environmental and historical study. Edited 
by J.W. Warburton. First published 1977; 
Second Printing 1978. This Facsimile Edition 
limited to 200 copies . 

This very interesting book is illustrated with 
numerous Photographs, Diagrams, Maps and 
Plans. The only comprehensive study of this 
unique part of Adelaide's history with 
comments made on the current state of the 
system and changes that the Government may 
pursue. 

Oblong, decorative WTappers, pp134. $25 plus 
postage $2 .85. 

Order Form overleaf 
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To 

ORDER FORM 

Beulah Park Books, 
325 The Parade, 
Beulah Park, 
SA 5067. 
Tel (08) 331 0005 

I . f Please forward .... .. ... .... copy copies o 
"The Five Creeks of the River Torrens" as soon as available. 

Name ........... .... ..... ..... .. ..... .... ...... ..... ...... ............. ......... ...... . 
Address .. .... .. ... ....... .. ....... .... .... ... ... ..... ...... .... ... ... ........ .... ... . 
.. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Post Code ... ....... .... Phone .. .... .. .. . 

Please invoice my Account / Cheque herewith. 

Signature ...... ......... .. .... ....... .. ..... ....... .. ...... .. . 

Beulah Park Books 
Specialising in -

• South Australiana • Australiana • Aborigines 
• National Geographies• Cricket • a wide range of General Topics 
Trading Hours: Tues - Fri l0am- 5.30 pm, Saturday 11 am- 5pm, 

Sunday lpm- 5pm 

16 

Knoxville 

Allinga Avenue (Glenside and Glenunga) was known as Rice Street 
Knoxville, until 1924. Knoxville was named for Nathaniel A Knox 
( 1797 - 1880), who owned Sections 272 and 273 . Knox named 
Portrush Road and other roads of Knoxville, according to the 
Adelaide Club's history of its foundation members. As one of his 
sons was called John Rice Cunningham Knox, it is possible that he 
named Rice Street. 

In 1871 Peter Somerville, his wife Christina (nee Leitch) and children 
Archtoald, Mary, Hugh, James and William arrived in South Australia 
from Scotland on the Saxon. Two more children -- Jessie and 
Charlotte were born after their arrival Peter Somerville found work 
as a gardener at Mr Scott's at Glen Osmond (possibly Mr Henry 
Scott at Benacre ). The family lived in Rice Street Knoxville. 

Dorothy visited her grandparents at Knoxville. Sometimes she went 
on the horse-drawn bus which travelled daily between Unley and 
Glen Osmond Roads via Fisher Street. It seated about fifteen and 
cost one penny. Grandmother Christina could be found seated in an 
armchair near the fireplace with a lace cap on her head, waited on by 
her daughter Mary. Grandfather Peter wrote a book on gardening, 
and delivered papers to the Horticultural Society. 

Opposite the Somerville home was a dairy and at the end of the street 
was a piggery, part of William Hill's slaughtering business, vividly 
discnoed in The Paddocks Beneath. 
References: 
Paxton, Brenda E., Ladies of the Province. Some notable Unley 

Women born in the 19th Century, City ofUnley, 1990. 
Statton, Jill ( ed), Biographical Index of South Australians 1836 -

· 1885, S.A.G.H.S., 1986. 
Warburton, Elizabeth, The Paddocks Beneath, City of Burnside, 

1981. 
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THE ADELAIDE STEAM TUG COMPANY, LIMITED 
McLaren Chambers, Port Adelaide, 

Messrs. A. Simpson & Son, 
Gawler Place, Adelaide. 

Dear Sirs, 

26th January, 1909. 

Early on the morning of the 2nd inst. our office was entered by 

burglars, who, we are glad to state made an unsuccessful attempt 
to open the strong-room door. 

Through your patent explosive-diverting lock, the force of the 
high explosive, which was apparently dynamite, was 
comparatively hannlessly expended instead of shattering the lock 

to pieces. 
Had an ordinary lock been used, only the merest chance could 

have saved it from such injury as would have made the opening 
of the door an easy task 

Expressing our gratification at the result, 
We are, dear Sirs, yours faithfully, 

(Signed) THOS. E. CREER, 
Secretary and Manager. 

ADVERTISEMENT (from full page of Simpson advertisements) 
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Worth Noting 

The Burnside Historical Society welcomes the following new members 
who have joined since the last Newsletter (December 1994): 

Mr (Stewart) Deane Dinning, Glen Osmond. 
Mrs Winsome Dinning, Glen Osmond. 
Mrs Elizabeth Dunn, Glenunga. 
Mrs Eleanor Trott, Stonyfell. 

Information 

The Society receives a variety of information from various sources 
including national and state libraries and other Historical Societies. 
Recent mailbag items include: 

Order forms for: 

• Smee, C.J.,(ed), Fourth Fleet Families of Australia. . 

Genealogical details of 179 Fourth Fleeters who arrived in the colony 
ofN.S.W. in 1792, plus their children and grandchildren. 

• Golder, H., Documenting a Nation. Australian Archives - The First 

Fifty Years. 

The Adelaide Reperatory Theatre Inc. will present the play 'LIGHT 
- the MAN', by S.A. author the late Max Afford. This production is 
supported by the Adelaide City Council, the Pioneers Association of 
S.A. and Foundation S.A. Any interested members can make their own 
arrangements, or make up a party with other B.H.S. members (contact 
Richard House 11 379 9015 if interested). 

Details: see next page 
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AUTUMN LECTURES AT CARRICK HILL 

In response to many requests, the Friends of Carrick Hill have arranged 
another series of" Autumn Lectures", with excellent speakers talking on a 
variety of fascinating subjects. For tickets, please contact Elizabeth Rogers 
(Tel. 379 3158) - $5 Friends, $7 Non-members, and supper is included; 

"Grandmother Came When The Pig Was To Be Killed: 
German Women Pioneers in South Australia". 
8 pm, Friday, 10 March 1995. Illustrated talk by Dr. Pauline Payne, 
Historical Consultant and Lecturer in Australian History at the Univers ity of 
Adelaide .. 

"Waite Arboretum". 8 pm, Thursday, 30 March 1995. 
Illustrated talk by Dr. Jennifer Gardner, Curator, Waite Arboretum. 

"Art Gallery of South Australia: The Collections and Building 
Extensions". 8 pm, Wednesday, 19 April 1995. 
Illustrated talk by Mr. Ron Radford, Director, Art Gallery of South Australia. 

"Paul Gauguin - His Life and Work". 8 pm, Wednesday, 10 May, 
1995. (A.G.M. 7.30 pm - 8 pm.) Illustrated talk by Dr. Rosemary Brooks, 
Lecturer in Art History and Theory at the University of Adelaide. 

"Surgery on the Battlefield: Legs and Waterloo". 8 pm, Wednesday, 
31 May 1995. Illustrated talk by Mr. Donald Beard, General Surgeon. 

Venue: Carrick Hill, 46 Carrick Hill Drive, Springfield. 

Worth Noting continued 

when: 
bookings open: 
where: 
price: 

27 - 29 April and 4 - 6 May 1995 
3 April 
Bass, or the theatre - 53 Angas Street, Adelaide 
$14 (full); $11 (concession); $6 (children) 
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