


PROGRAM - 1994 

19 September The Ghan Railway 
Mr Jack Babbage will give a brief illustrated history of 

Monday the line that the S.A government hoped would give 
Adelaide a connection with Asia, and include a 
description of the country through which the line 
passed between Port Augusta and Alice Springs. 

24 - 25 September - Weekend Visit to Quorn and the Pichi Richi 
Railway, and Melrose 

A very interesting program has been organised. The 
program details were published in the June 1994 
Newsletter. 

The bus will leave at 5.30 p.m Friday 23 September 
and return about 6.00 p.m Sunday 25 September. 

Full payment ($180.00) is required by the end of 
August. 

Enquiries: Wendy McGuffog (113797363) 

17 October The History of the Art Gallery of South Australia 
The Art Gallery of South Australia posseses a fine 

Monday collection of paintings by early Australian artists 
which portray a remarkable record of the early history 
of the colony. 

Ms Claire Brooks, President of the Friends of the Art 
Gallery and a Guide, will speak on the history of the 
gallery showing many of the works bought since the 
opening in 1881. 
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21 November Wrecks of the South Australian Coast 
Shipwrecks present a fascinating window on our 

Monday heritage. South Australia has 400 on its coasts 
ranging from early settlement vessels to modem 
trawlers. 

By combining the skills of historical research and · 
underwater photography, diver Ian O'Donnell will tell 

the stories of a representative group of these disasters 
and show what remains of them in modem times. 

*** 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the 

Burnside Community Centre on the third Monday of each month at 

8.00 p.m unless an alternative time or venue is notified. 

*** 

Visit to Burnside by members of: 
Clare National Trust and 

Mount Horrocks Historical Society 

In September 1993 our weekend visit to Clare and Bungaree was 

greatly enhanced by members of the two associations above. They 

provided catering and guides and focal information for several of the 

visits. 

A small bus load will visit Burnside on Sunday 11 September. 
Their itinerary is: · 

10.30 a.m morning tea at Burnside Community Centre 

11. 00 a.m visit to the Glen Osmond mines 
12.30 p.m lunch in Hazelwood Park (Community Centre if wet) 

2.00 p.m Burnside spring walk led by John Clark 
3.30 p.m bus tour of part of Burnside 

Burnside Historical Society members are encouraged to join tl1e 

visitors for lunch and/or the other parts if desired. It will provide an 

opportunity to return favours, and to renew acquaintenances made 

last year. 2 

HISTORY OF TWO LOCAL CHURCHES 
Meeti.ng, 20th Jane, 1994 

St GEORGE'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND, Magill. 

Bunty Bonython was the first speaker, self-styled as the 

"wife of the most famous walker in history (Warren Bonython)". 

The famous walker kindly operated the projector for the many 

slides which we were shown. 

Before giving us the church 1 s · early history, Bunty commented 

on St George's well-known lych-gate, given in 1952 by the 

descendents of Dr Christopher Rawson Penfold whose brother, 

T. B. Penfold, was the church's first Warden. 

We were taken back to the church's beginnings when the 

foundation stone was laid by the lady of Frederick Bayne, 

Esq of Stradbroke in January, 1847. (For a long time this 

stone was hidden, but it was rediscovered when the church 

was extended in 1959.) 

A church could not be consecrated unless paid for, and it 

was a great credit to the parishioners that it was completed 

and paid for (partly constructed of water-worn stones from 

Anstey' s Rivulet - 4th Creek) in time for its consecration 

on January 20th 1848 - the first church to be consecrated in 

South Australia - by Bishop Short five weeks after his 

arrival in SA. His sermon on that occasion on The Life of 

Abraham was said to be memorable. 

How sad that two weeks later, the first burial to take 

place in the cemetry was that of Bishop Short's one-year-old 

daughter, Caroline Phillippa Augusta. 

The church's first officiating minister was the Rev T. P. 

Wilson who was also headmaster of St Peter's College. 

Bunty had many stories to tell of personalities connected 

with the church - the Hon John Baker of Morialta who rented 

a box pew at the back to accommodate his 12 chilren - of 

christenings including that of little Sidney Kidman who was 

to become the "Cattle King" ...• Then we heard of the exten

sions to the church in 1959, and of the church's 125th Anni

versary when Canon Stephen Verny visited from St. George's 

Chapel, Windsor bringing a gift of a broken bit of tudor rose 

which had been part of HIS St. George's. It has now been 
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attached to a wall inside the church. In 1972 Bunty wrote 
an excellent history of St George's for the 125th Anniver
sary. It is well worth reading. 

CLAYTON CHURCH, Norwood. 

Our speaker, Donald Harris, has had a long connection with 

Clayton Church, and is the Editor of its newsletter, The 
Spire. 

From listening to Donald one realises that had it not been 
for one man, John Roberts, things would have been so differ
ent. For one thing, there would not have been a church 
called Clayton, as this was named after John Clayton who was 
minister of the London church which John Roberts attended be
for migrating to SA. John Roberts, a man with money, arrived 
at the age of about 50 in 1840. John Roberts had connections 
with a brick-works which made yellow bricks, and he built 
numerous yellow brick houses in the village of Kensington 
as well as his own house in Maesbury Street. 

A devout Congregationalist, Roberts soon gathered like
minded persons to form a fellowship to meet at his house, 
and before long they built a tiny church, The Vill~ge Church, 
facing High Street. Here people of all denominations were 
allowed to worship. Soon they built a bigger church adjoin
ing this one - on corner of Maesbury Street on land given by 
Roberts. (It is still standing). Their first minister (Rev 
Strongman) left after 3 years after argument over finance, 
Roberts, the treasurer, being blamed. Their second minister 
~as not found satisfactory by 29 members of the congregation, 
including Roberts, and these people formed a separate group 
who decided to build elsewhere. It was now 1854, and in 
the aftermath of the gold rush, land prices were low, and 
this group was able to buy land, 30 metres by 150 metres, 
for tl90 on the corner of Portrush Road and The Parade. 

It is said that Roberts browbeat business friends in the 
city for donations, and raised a large amount towards build
the first Clayton Church - behind the site of the present 
church, and now called The Lecture Hall. It cost £2,200 
to build, Roberts lending £700 of this amount, but he did 
not get it back. The church was opened in 1856. 

Roberts died in 1875. By 1882 it was decided a b i gge r 
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church was needed. By now they had two wealthy supporters -
Sir Edwin Smith (breweries) and Gilbert Wood (Wood Son & 
Co, grocers). So the present Clayton Church was built at a 
cost of J7,SOO, and Gilbert Wood, having been a sailor, was, 
at the age of SO, given the job of laying the topstone of 
the spire, having to climb to a height of SO metres! 

Donald Harris went on to tell us of improvements over the 
years, with a building to accom~odate 250 Sunday school mem
bers in 1920, and we heard of various personalities connect
ed with the church. 

Well before the formation of The Uniting Church, Clayton 
had been combining some evening services with those of Wes
ley (Methodist) Church· across the road, and in 1974, Wesley -
having sold its property, the two churches united to vorship 
in Clayton Church. 

St George's, 
Magill. 
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Rosemary Brown. 

Clayton Church, 
Norwood. 
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SPRING WALKS 

Following the last popular series of autunm walks our Society deciued 

to arrange and advertise several historical walks in the spring. Our 

member Mrs Diana Chessell is•co-author of the Eastwood Walking 

Tour pamphlet and when approached, stated that she is also involved in 

leading other spring walks. We have agreed to advertise both series· of 

walks to give our readers a wider choice. Details of both series of 

historical walks are: 

Burnside Historical Society's Spring Walks 

Cost: 

Payment: 

$4.00 each (a booklet is included) 

pay the guide on the day 

Bookings and information from the tour guides: 

John Clark tr 331 7582 

Elsie Ahrens tr 31 4680 

David Reid tr 379 5378 

Dates and suburbs: 

Burnside 

Rose Park 

both Glen Osmond walks 

11 September 
Sunday 

18 September 
Sunday 

9 October 
Sunday 

16 October 
Sunday 

Burnside 
Meet at 2 p.m in front of the old Burnside 
C01mcil Chambers, next to St David's Church on 
Glynburn Road. 

Rose Park 
Meet at 2 p.m in front of Gartrell Memorial 
Church, Alexandra Avenue. 

Glen Osmond {'Valk One) 
Meet at 2 p.m. in the carpark of Saint Saviours 

Church. 

· Glen Osmond (Walk Two) 
Meet at 2 p.m. on the comer ofWhitington 
Avenue and Gilles Road. 
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Diana Chessell's Spring Walks 

24 September 
Saturday 

Cost: 

Mary McKillop and Kensington Village 
Meet at 2.00 p.m. (to 4.30 p.m.) at Saint 
Ignatius Church Parish Hall, Queen Street, 
Norwood. The walk will include a visit to St 

Joseph's Convent Schooland archives. 

moderate -- afternoon tea is included. 

Bookings and enquiries: Community Aid Abroad 

9 October 
Sunday 

Cost: 

Bookings: 

22 October 
Saturday 

Cost: 

Alan and Billy Slater 11' 331 0777 

Carol Nicholls 11' 332 8302 

Barbara Hanrahan's Thebarton 
The walk will focus on Barbara Hanrahan's 
themes in her art and writing, and include visits 

to her home and studio and the old village of 
Thebarton. 

$19.00 (no concession). 

Please use the WEA Enrolment Form ( an 
insert in this Newsletter) for bookings and prior 

payment. Meeting details will be provided with 

the receipt. 

Eastwood/Parkside Village 
Meet at 2 p.m. (to 4.30 p.m.) at the Eastwood 
Community Centre (95 Glen Osmond Road). 
Learn of the diversity of activities in this area 
and visit the Parkside School archives. 

$9.00 ( concession $6.00) includes afternoon tea. 

Bookings and Enquiries: Eastwood Community Centre 
if 373 2225 
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THE ROY AL FL YING DOCTOR SERVICE 
Meeting Monday, 18 July 1994 

On Monday, 18 July 1994, an appreciative audience of the Burnside 

Historical Society was privileged to hear a talk on the Royal Flying Doctor 

Service (the real one, not the television series!) by two of our own memb£;rs, 

Derick and Jean Wright. In introducing them, President Barbara Parker 

mentioned that since their arrival in Australia 25 years ago, Derick and 

Jean have been involved in extensive community work, including the St. John 

Ambulance, the Red Cross Society, and the Royal Flying Doctor Service. 

Jean's particular community work with the Kensington and Norwood 

Council won her the 1993 Citizen of the Year Award 

In speaking first, Jean mentioned that the Royal Flying Doctor Service is 

uniquely Australian; it is the only one of its kind in the world, and born of 

the dream of one man, the Rev. John Flynn. He had a vision of a "mantle of 

safety" to cover the Australian outback, through the medium of aviation, 

radio and medical services. Jean proceeded to tell us a little about this 

remarkable man, born in 1880, who started his working life as a school 

teacher, and became a clergyman in 1911. In 1912 he was sent by the 

Presbyterian Church of Australia on his first visit to the vast outback regions 

of Australia, to assess the ways in which his church could help people living 

in such remote and primitive conditions. 

It particularly concerned Flynn that those isolated people lived beyond the 

reach of emergency medical aid. As Jean told us, it was commonplace for a 

very sick or severely injured person to have to travel up to four days on 

horseback on an iron-wheeled wagon over nigged rough tracks. The bush 

motto could aptly be described with wry humour as "If the sickness or injury 

didn't kill you, then the ride to treatment surely would!". To provide his 

' "mantle of safety", Flynn set up small hospitals allover the outback, and was 

successful in cutting down the vast distances that people had to travel for 

medical aid to two days, often the difference between life and death - but still 

too long. Flynn saw aeroplanes as the answer to the problem. In the early 

l 920s, Hudson Fysch, founder of Qantas, agreed to Flynn's request for a 

suitable plane to carry a pilot, doctor, and a stretcher patient. Fysch also 

printed a pamphlet to help the outback people prepare landing strips suitable 

for the planes. Bonfires were lit to assist the pilot to land when the light was 

bad. In that era, planes were very flimsy, and needed the great skill and 

ingenuity of the pilots to take off and land (safely!). 
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Flynn next turned his attention to the weak link of communication. His 

partnership with Alf Treager began in 1926, when Alf produced the pedal 

radio. In 1928 the first tests were carried out between Alice Springs and 

Hermansberg Mission, using morse code, which opened up communications 

and lessened the isolation. Later an automatic morse typewriter was 

produced, which also gave outback women the means for personal contact 

with other women equally remote as themselves. Jean pointed out that this 

contact with other human beings was of equal social significance to that of " 

the communication link with medical aid. 

The first momentous flight took place on 15 May 1928, in Queensland, from 

Cloncurry to Mt. Isa, in a plane hired from Qantas for the cost of 2/- a mile. 

The embryonic Royal Flying Doctor Service was born - and was up and 

away! Flynn's vision extended to more than the original flying doctor base at 

Cloncurry - he wanted bases all over the outback. With this objective in 

view, the Australian Inland Mission in 1934 passed on the work to the 

Australian Aerial Medical Service, which later became the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service, with Flynn as its first leader. Bases were then established at 

Port Hedland, Wyndham, Broken Hill, Kalgoorlie and Alice Springs. 

Today there are bases throughout Australia, including Tasmania, fulfilling 

Flynn's dream of a "mantle of safety" to cover remote areas of Australia. 

Jean and Derick explained to us the changing role of the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service over the years. From its initial emergency lifesaving flights 

and retrievals, it commenced clinic runs in 1958 from Port Augusta to 

Oodnadatta These clinics were often held in the back room of hotels with 
' 

the plane landing as close to the building as possible. Clinic runs carried not 

only a doctor, but also a dentist, physiotherapist and veterinary surgeon when 

required. Clinic days also became great social occasions for adults and 

children, with the sharing of provisions brought along for a community meal. 

An innovative touch to Jean and Derick's talk was the showing of a video 

featuring Ted Egan, whose descriptive commentary and songs complemented 

what we had learnt, and reinforced the message that the service is available 

to everyone, whether living in the outback or travelling as tourists. After 

listening to such a heart-warming and moving talk by Jean and Derick, 

the audience felt that the concluding remark would equally apply to our own 

speakers' commitment - "a service carried out with love by dedicated 

people". Elizabeth Rogers 
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BELL YETT - BARTON CROFT - CONVENT OF MERCY 
Meeting, Monday 15 August, 1994 

At our August meeting a trio of speakers presented their individual 

reminiscences regarding different phases of occupancy of the above 

residence in Hallett Road, Wattle Park. which was demolished in 1993. 

The first speaker was Ruth Goble, a grand-daughter of Alfred Barham Black, 

architect, who designed the original house for himself and family. 

In giving a brief summary of the history of the Barham Black family, Ruth 

told us that Ellen Barham Black, and her three children, including 19-year 

old Alfred, arrived in Adelaide in 1877 from the U.K. They brought with 

them educational qualifications, money, and letters of introduction to useful 

people in South Australia - a good start in a new country! 

Ellen purchased 10 acres of land in Wattle Park, and Bell Yett was built, 

designed by Alfred, who had studied surveying and architecture. Ruth 

mentioned a contract price of £1,250 for the 10-room, single-storey house, 

which eventually became £1,700 with extras. The family moved into the 

house in November, 1879. In connection with its name, Ruth advised that 

she understood Bell Yett meant either "bell gate" or "bell field". (Records of 

the earlier Bell Yett were unfortunately later burnt with Ellen's diaries, which 

in themselves would have been an invaluable record of her era!) 

Alfred Barham Black established himself as a very successful architect in 

South Australia In 1889 he married Jessie Howard Clark (a name well

known in Burnside history). They had four children, one of whom was the 

speaker's mother. The family lived in the residence until it was sold in 1909. 

Ruth spoke of the many similar big houses with expansive grounds in the 

area. There was great communication between all the residents, with 

constant visiting and participation in joint activities. Because of the close 

friendships, many marriages took place between members of the different 

families. Ruth's concluding remarks evoked the quiet, gentle and leisurely 

pace of that lifestyle - there was a luxury in it - not the luxury of ownership 

of goods - but the possession of time and friends. 

In 1912 Bell Yett was sold to Dr. R.M.H. Jay and his wife, Clarissa. 

The Jay family renamed the property Barton Croft, after an area in the Lake 

District connected with their family. They were the grandparents of our next 
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speaker Alice Milazzo, the youngest of the five children of Dr. and Mrs. 

Hubert Jay, who lived in Barton Croft with their family from 1930 to 1948. 

Alice remembered that this period was one of great change in the house, 

embracing the pre-war years, the war itself, and the post-war period. 

Alice depicted Barton Croft as a place of enchantment, where children's 

imagination could run riot with fun and games. As Alice's parents had the 

fortunate services of a cook and maid, there were no "domestic chores" for 

children to do - and the house and garden became their delightful domains. 

Through Alice's nostalgic talk, we discovered the two most exciting rooms in 

the house, the attic and the den under the stairs. Not only was the den a good 

repository for schoolboy collecting habits, but it was also a great place to 

live during heatwaves, especially that of 1938, when the temperature soared 

to 117 degrees, but down in the den, it was a comfortable 80! In referring to 

the attic, Alice mentioned the very handy hole in the floor, directly over the • 

kitchen stove, where "souvenirs" could be directed into the food by a 

mischievous child! During the occupancy of Bell Yett by Alice's family, a 

second storey was added and the kitchen renovated, including the installation 

of modem appliances, such as an electric stove and a refrigerator. 

The magic ended with the outbreak of World War II in 1939. Soldiers were 

billeted in tents in the paddocks, and the HQ staff stayed in the house. 

Alice's nostalgic and humorous talk showed us a home that, in her words, 

was not a grand house but a wonderful place for growing up, with children 

experiencing the freedom and safety to roam at will beyond its boundaries. 

Our third speaker, Sister Monica Marks, brought us up-to-date from 1948, 

when the Sisters of Mercy purchased the property from Alice's father, to the 

time of its demolition in 1993. The Sisters of Mercy had a combined day 

and boarding school in Angas Street, Adelaide - the well-known St. 

Aloysius' College, now wholly a day school. With the post-war expansion in 

enrolments, the Sisters decided in 194 7 that the boarding school should be 

shifted to a more "rural area", which at the same time would make much

needed space for day scholars in the existing school. Barton Croft was seen 

as the perfect place, and in January 1948 the Sisters of Mercy bought the 

property from Dr. Hubert Jay for£ 9,000 in full settlement. However, after a 

few years the idea of a boarding school was dropped, and the boarders from 

St. Aloysius' College were transferred instead to a newly-purchased property, 

the present Mercedes College at Springfield. 

11 continued on page 13 



Where was our colony proclaimed? 

Rumours have circulated questioning whether the tree under which 
Proclamation Day is annually celebrated on 28 December is indeed the 
one under which Governor Hindmarsh issued his proclamation in 1836. 

In The Voyage of the Africaine by Penelope Hope, a collation of 

writings from diaries and letters of early settlers, this matter is raised by 

one Mary Thomas, wife of Robert Thomas. She arrived in the 

Africaine at Hold.fast Bay on 7 November 1836 with her husband, three 

daughters and one son. From her papers come the following entries 

concerning subsequent celebration of the anniversary of the 

proclamation (1968: 154-156). 

Before I conclude my narrative I _cannot help correcting an 

unaccountable mistake which took place at the Glenelg festival, as it 

was called, on the occasion of the colony attaining its majority on 28th 

December 1857. It had been proposed that His Excellency the 

Govenor, Sir Richard MacDonnell, should affix a plate to the tree 

mder which the colony was proclaimed . . . . I doubted the fact that 

the identical tree was still standing, and if it was I was curious to 

know how the inhabitants of Glenelg (few, if any, of whom could have 

been present at the proclamation) could point it out, or even indicate 

the spot where it stood, surrounded by so many others as it was at the 

time, and the place itself so much altered in the course of twenty-one 

years as scarcely to retain a feature of its former wild state. I 

happened to be at Glenelg a short time before the festival was to take 

place so I determined to visit the spot as near as I could to ascertain 

where our tents had formerly stood, and to see the tree, if still in its 

place, which had now become so celebrated. 

My daughter Mary [aged 13 in 1836. Ed.] was with me and we set 

out on our search, being directed to some cottages which we were told 

had been built close to the said tree. We arrived at the cottages in 

front of which there certainly was an old trunk which appeared to 

have been decaying for centuries but was nothing like the flourishing 

tree I expected to find . While we were gazing about a woman from 

one of the cottages . .. came to us and pointing to the old decayed 
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trunk gravely told us that was the tree where the proclamation had 

taken place twenty-one years before. 'That the tree!' I exclaimed, 'I 

am certain it is not.' She seemed surprised that I should doubt her 

word and again assured me that it was the very same, but I again as 

flatly contradicted it and told her that she had been misinformed, as it 

was neither the tree nor the spot where the colony was proclaimed. 

From here, Mrs Thomas' notes describe local land and vegetation 

features, the health of the original tree, the presence of a lagoon - now 

dry but location still evident, and assert quite positively that the original 

tree had been cut down. 

The plate , however, was affixed to the old tree by the governor 

though there were some present who disputed as to its being the true 

one, and certainly .. _ the plate might as well have been fixed on the 

old tree now standing on my acre in Hindley Street, Adelaide. 

Janet Reid 

Erindale, as it was always known in Mercy circles, then became a Juniorate -

a training centre for girls, in their last years of school studies, who wished to 

become nuns. Sister Monica mentioned the many uses of Erindale during 

the years it belonged to the Sisters of Mercy, from the original idea of a 

boarding school, then a Juniorate, to a house of studies for young nuns, many 

of whom went to the nearby Wattle Park Teachers College, and its later use 

by community groups for counselling and retreat work. 

Along with the changing use of the house, also went the changing lives of 

the Sisters, who had previously been very· enclosed even up to the 1960s. 

The dramatic changes in their lifestyle since then have been accompanied by 

new and different aims for their Order; the work of the Sisters of Mercy is 

now more in the multi-cultural and humanitarian fields, than in the teaching 

area, as they explore new ways of carrying out the message of social justice. 

With on-going commitments to those who require help, the Sisters could not 

afford to keep Erindale, especially when they saw the great need (or funds to 

help them in their work with the increasing number of disadvantaged in our 

society. In 1993 the house was sold, and it has since been demolished , with 

the resulting eight allotments now for sale. 
Elizabeth Rogers 
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IN THE PADDOCKS BENEATH 

THE BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 1980 - 1994 

This is the text of the paper presented by Richard House at the Local 
Histo,y Coriference held on Saturday 16th April 1994 at Norton S~mmit. 

Introduction 

The Burnside Council was proclaimed in 1856 some 20 years after the 
foundation of the State of South Australia, and the first Chainnan was Dr 
Christopher Rawson Penfold, whose name has gone down in Australian 
history for totally different reasons. The administrative area was a lightly 
populated rural community bordered by the Victoria Park Racecourse on the 
west and stretching up the hills face on the east, but it quickly developed as 
the suburbs of Adelaide moved outwards towards the hills. 

A ~un~ed and twenty five years later it was a well populated mainly 
residential suburb of some 40,000 residents, with the Council led by the 
Mayor Coralie Soward. It was she who took the initiative in promoting this 
anniversary with civic events in 1980, and the commissioning of Elizabeth 
Warburton to write a comprehensive history of Burnside. This triggered off 
an awareness of ancestry and heritage in the minds of many residents who 
came into contact with Elizabeth (not to mention the Local History Librarian 
Wendy Bromell) and led to the calling of a meeting to see how far reached 
this interest might be. Some 80 residents attended and it was moved that 
the Burnside Historical Society should be formed. 

Thus the Society officially came into existence on 14th August 1980 with a 
membership of 71 people with the President Dr Roger Angove, Bill Mason 
as Secretary and Ross Kelly as Treasurer. Since then other Presidents have 
been Geoff Eastick, Margaret Black, John Clark, and Richard House who 
also served as Secretaryffreasurer for seven years. He was made an 
Honorary Life Member as a token of appreciation. Vice Presidents have 
also included Elsie Ahrens. Others who have served as Secretary are David 
Reid and Andrew Peake, and as Treasurer Janet Clark, David Rogers and 
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David Reid. Like many other societies, there is always a shortage of people 
coming forward to take on these roles. 

Membership During the nearly 14 years of the life of the Society, 
the 150th Anniversary of the State and the 200th of the country have both 
increased the interest in history and led to a peak of 184 members in 1992. 
This is now levelling off and is CWTently 172. This comparatively large 
membership (for local history societies) has provided a stable base for 
running the society. The fee remained at $5 a head for single membership 
($7.50 for double) for the first ten years, at which stage it was increased to 
$8 ($12 for double). 

Society Activities 

Monthly meetings The main function that involves most members is a 
regular monthly meeting (except December) which is normally held in the 
lounge of the Burnside Community Centre, a very satisfactory and pleasant 
location. This meeting normally attracts about 40 to 50 people and a visiting 
speaker entertains us for about three quarters of an hour followed by a 
question session. 

Outside Meetings Sometimes we move to an on site location for 
outside meetings, such as Murray Park where we went in January this year. 
Other visits have been made to places like Loreto Convent, Eden Park, 
Penfold's Cottage, Kurralta and Beaumont House, all of which were once at 
the centre of a large estate, but now serve some other purpose. At these 
meetings we have the opportunity to see around some or part of some of the 
large old homes of the Burnside area and also listen to a speaker on the 
subject of the home or its early residents. One of our most amazing visits 
was to Glenside Hospital, where over a hundred people came for a tour 
around the old buildings, into the old wards and down into the cellars. 
Outside visits to places not in the actual Burnside area have included the 
State Art Gallery, the Constitutional Museum, the old Police Barracks and 
the Mortlock Library , 
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Members evenings We have also had evenings when members come and 
talk about a personal item, and very successful evenings when members have 
talked about their first ancestors in the State. A large number can trace back 
to the 1830s. In 1992 we had some very successful reminiscences of war 
time experiences. 

Local Histories Although we call ourselves the Burnside Historical 
Society, we do not confine ourselves to talks on the area, and indeed it 

would be boring and almost impossible to do so. We have had histories of 

many of our local schools such as St Peters Collegiate Girls SchooL 
Seymour College, Linden Park Primary SchooL Rose Park Primary School 
and Burnside Primary School We have also heard about many churches 
such as Knightsbridge Baptist Church, Gartrell Memorial Church, and St 
David's Church. On the industrial side our suburb falls short of 

opportunities because we are mainly residentiaL but we have enjoyed a visit 
to and talk about Coopers our local brewery, and also a number of residents 
have spoken about their own families. All these meetings are recorded so 

that the content can be preseived and stored in the historical section of the 
Burnside Ltbrary. 

Day Outings In addition to the evening talks we have also been on 
a number of day excursions, for example to Gawler, Kapunda, Macclesfield 
and Strathalbyn, and we have followed in the steps of Captain Barker down 

to the Murray mouth. When doing these we hire a bus and either take with 
us or meet a guide who is knowledgable in the area concerned. When 
walking about, on street tours for example, we have a very handy gadget 
devised by one of our members Ted Bayfield which enables the speaker to 
talk into a portable microphone, and the amplification to be picked up on 

radio sets carried by one or two members of the group. This helps to 
overcome the problem of quiet speakers, especially when out of doors. 

Weekends away Five years ago we became even more ambitious in 
our tracking down of local history and started going away for weekends. 
These one or two night trips have taken us to Burra, the Iron Triangle, 
Robe, the Riverland and Clare. This year it will be to Quorn. Again we have 
taken advantage of the local members of the National Trust or other local 
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history societies. For the first two ,..,hich were to mining areas we ~ere led 
by Greg Drew from the Department of Mines. These weekends which have 

usually been in September or October have alwa~s been great ~ and we 
make a point of having drinks and dinner together m a party envrronment on 

the Saturday night, sometimes including local guests. 

Society Projects 

The History of the Burnside Street Names This is the biggest project we 
have undertaken. It was planned in 1985 as a Jubilee 150 project for 1986, 

and 22 of our members were involved in researching the origin of the names 

of some 600 local streets. However we greatly underestimated the work 
involved and the final product was not completed until the end of 1989, at 

which stage a copy of the resulting publication was presented to the May~r 
June Schaeffer for keeping in the Burnside Ltbrary. The three mam 
coordinators over this time were Alan Cross, Jnn Crompton and John Clark. 

The History of the Burnside Suburb Names This was . another 
research project mainly handled by John Clark and others, and agam a copy 

of the resulting document is now in the hbrary. 

A Photographic record of all the Burnside Plaques This project has now 
been under way for about two years and is about to be completed. Every 
plaque that we have managed to track down in Burnside has been 
photographed twice by Andrew Treloar, the son of two_ of our members -
once in black and white as a close up to show the wording, and once from 
the distance in colour to establish the environment. David Reid has played a 
prominent role in coordinating this and has worked extensively on the 

preparation of supporting descriptive material 

Photographs of Burnside This smaller Jubilee 150 project was 

undertaken by Richard House and resulted in the creation of a set of about a 
hundred 35 mm slides which can be used during talks about Burnside. 

Meeting recordings Ted Bayfield has been responsiole 
for amplifying and recording almost all the meetings since the mid 1980s. 
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These recordings provide a permanent record of a wide variety of talks, and 
personal histories, and are stored in the Historical Collection of the Burnside 
Library for use by researchers. 

Donations to the Burnside Public Library From time to time the 
Society has contnbuted to the cost of periodicals that are available for the 
use of the public in the Burnside Library. These have always had a theme 
relating to our interests such as The Antique Collector. In addition in 1982 
we were able to obtain a grant from the Local Government Department 
which enabled us to donate a limited edition book Wildflowers of South 
Australia, which depicted paintings by Fanny de Mole who lived at The 
Waldrons - later renamed Erindale House. Apart from the magazine 
subscriptions we have also donated a display case to the hbrary, which can 
be used for the assembly of memorabilia or other items suitable for public 
display. 

Council Liaison We have always retained a close relationship 
with the Bum.side Council who provide our meeting place, typing and 
copying facilities, and records storage in the Local History Collection at the 
hbrary. We are most grateful for these services because they all help to keep 
the cost of running the Society down. 

Support for the retention of old buildings and sites On a number 
of occasions the Society has been involved in supporting the retention of old 
buildings - not always with success. For example the old house Bell Yett in 
Stonyfell Road disappeared overnight about six months ago, but the Chelsea 
Cinema is still with us unchanged. Fortunately the name of the house Bell 
Yett has been preserved at the suggestion of the Society by being given to a 
nearby reserve. Most ofPenfold's Grange vineyard also became suburbia in 
the early 1980s. 

Jubilee 150 activities Other Jubilee 150 projects included the 
making of a quilt with 22 panels on the theme of Burnside, under the co
ordination of Margaret.Black. This now hangs in the Burnside Community 
Centre. Also during that year we participated in the re-enactment of tbe 
Tolmer Gold Escort from the Victorian goldfields, and several members 
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dressed in suitable period costume walked along Glen Osmond Road behind 
a large banner proudly bearing our name. 

Bluestone curbing Many of the older streets in Burnside have 
their character enhanced by the presence ofbluestone curl>ing and guttering, 
rather than the regimented planners delight in concrete. We have provided a 
list of streets recommended for the retention of this style - not always with 
success. 

Burnside Historical Society wine glasses We have had wine ~ 
gold printed with the name of the Society and our logo, vJrlch is a sketch of 
the old toll house and gate at the bottom of Mount Barker Road These are 
available fur members to buy, and are frequently given as a token of thanks 
to visiting speakers. 

Publications 

The Paddocks Beneath This was the name selected by Eliz.abeth 
Warburton fur her history of Burnside. It is not a publication that can be 
claimed as a product of the Society, but it lilllSt be mentioned because it is 
the most comprehensive documented record of the area, and hence is always 
the first to be listed as a relevant publication. It "WaS because of this book 
that the Society came into existence, and hence the name that I have adopted 
for this paper. 

The Burnside Historical Society Newsletter This is a quarterly 
publication which plays a prominent role in the Society. Not only does it 
serve to promote the activities that are forthcoming, but it also is used for the 
publication of synopses of the talks, fumi1y articles and reminiscences, 
reprn<luctian of items from old newspapers, and many other items of interest 
to the historian. For many members who never come to meetings it is their 
only contact with us, and as such is much appreciated. · It is an A5 size 
booklet, and normally comprises about 20 or more pages. 

Walking Tour Leaflets A number of walking tours around the 
streets of Burnside have been researched by our members and documented 
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in leaflets which provide a do-it-yourself history walk. Suburbs covered 

include Burnside, Knightsbridge (Leabrook), Rose Park. Eastwood and 

Waterfiill Gully. Two new walks covering the Glen Oslllo~d area have just 

been relea~d. The leaflets are available for purchase from the Burnside 

Library, and are also used when members of the Society conduct guided 

walks. · 

The Glen Osmond Mines Not many people are aware that the site of 

the :first commercial metalliferous mine in Australia is on the slopes of the 

hills of Glen Osmond. Several of the mines were established in the area in 

1840 when sliver/lead/zinc ore was found there. The mines were viable for 

several years until the 1850s when the attraction of gold in Victoria was 

much more enticing and many miners abandoned their homes and rushed 

east. Some of the ad.its (tunnels) have now been restored and tours into 

them 3:e led by guides from the Society on the third Sunday of every month. 

(Bookings must always be made first with the Burnside Council and the cost 

is $6 a head). 

What we do not do! 

There are three items that we have specifically avoided getting involved with. 

The :first is the creation of a library of historical material The Burnside 

Library has an excellent Local History Collection which was established 

when Eliz.a beth Warburton was writing The Paddocks Beneath There seems 

to be no merit in establishing an additional collection of material, and if a 

society does have such material there is always the problem of who will look 

after it and where will it be kept. Occasionally we are offered material, and 

always we refer the person to the local hbrary or the Mortlock Library. 

The second is artefacts. Artefacts have to kept somewhere and pose a 

problem which can worse than that of storing papers or photos. Again these 

are better looked after by the professionals. It they are retained and a 

decision is made to · exlubit them, there is always the danger that the 

exlubition will be merely a shelf or case of items that have no context to 

make them interesting to the viewer. For example how often have you been 
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into local museums and seen rows of old irons? I have now got to the 'so 

what' stage. 

The third is looking after old buildings. Fortunately we have never had to 

give serious consideration to the possibility of doing this, but there is always 

the chance that we may have to one day. It is a big money, big problems 

game that we seen many others playing but carefully avoided ourselves. 

So what of the future? 

One of things I always say to our members is that we must enjoy what we do 

in the Society. It must be fun, because if it is not fun we will not have any 

members. In other words, let' s enjoy history. Let's be hysterical about 

historical societies. On the other hand let's not be too hysterical We do 

believe that we have a role to play in the community, and that if we can 

establish an interest in what happened in the past we are also reminding 

people that what we do now will have an effect on our descendants, for 

whom we will be history. 

Our members have played diverse roles in many activities over the 14 years 

of our existence. No doubt we could have done more over that time, but 

many people have worked very hard at achieving what we have done. Their 

work is appreciated by others and is worthy of commendation. However we 

are always looking for new faces to help with ideas and join in with this 

work, and the problem is how to find them. So we will keep smiling and 

take whatever comes. 
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Worth Noting 

The Burnside Historical Society welcomes the following new members 
who have joined since the last Newsletter (June 1994): 

Mrs Eileen Barlow of Belair 

Mrs Judith Body of Hazelwood Park 

Mrs Iris Gorman of Mitcham 

Mrs Lilian Hardy of Bellevue Heights 

Annual Subscriptions 

Annual membership subscriptions are now due and may be paid at the 
next meeting or posted to the Treasurer: 

Mr David Reid 
PO Box 152 
GLENSIDE SA 5065 

Subscriptions 
single $8.00 
family $12. 00 

The new system introduced last year marking the newsletters of 
rm.financial members will continue this year, and use a green sticker as a 
reminder that subscriptions are overdue. The Newsletter will be 
discontinued after two green sticker notifications. 

Information 

The Society receives a variety of information from various sources 
including national and state libraries and other Historical Societies. 
Recent mailbag items include: 

Campbelltown Chronicle, Newsletter of the Campbelltown Historical 
Society, announcing that the HM. Bark Endeavour Replica will arrive 
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Worth Noting continued 

at Port Adelaide on Saturday 29 October. The STV One and All, the 
Failie, and the fireboat with all water canon working will accompany 

Endeavour along the Port River. 

Pamphlets describing: 
• a new edition of Kith & Kin: sources for family history, State 

Library of S. A, $16.00 plus postage, 

• Microfilm services for community organisations to preserve 
nationally significant heritage material (including film), National 
Library of Australia, 

• National Plan for Australian Newspapers, which aims to give all 
Australians access to the nation's rich newspaper heritage. There is 
a list of newspapers which state libraries would like to locate . . . 
IlllSSmg lSSUes. 

City of Burnside's Enviroplan Advisory Committee 

Our member Barbara Crompton will report in the next Newsletter 
about the activities of this new committee, with particular refererence 
to items relevant to the Society. 

Walking Tour Pamphlets 

The Society has revised the texts and the Burnside Council has 
reprinted the walking tour pamphlets. They are available for purchase 
from the Burnside LI"brary. 
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Old Treasures 

Gwen Bills provided an old treasure to share with members . Some friends 
with a farm at Springton took up the kitchen lino and found an old newspaper 
under it. One whole page (10) of The Register, Adelaide, Monday, February 
26, 1923, is headed BURNSIDE -- THE BEAUTIFUL. There are accounts 
of Burnside's early settlement, Karrulta, its District Council House and several 
of the churches, and long interviews with Mrs J. Crompton and Mr E.G. 
Waterhouse, son of the late F.G. Waterhouse - explorer and first Curator of 
Adelaide Museum. At the time, Mr E.G. Waterhouse had just returned to 
Burnside to end his days after a strenuous life of varied experiences. The 
following extract describes a discussion with Mr Alec Rodger of part of his 
schooldays: ' 

We used to walk everywhere in those days. To St. Mathew's to church, 
then across to Norwood to school, and later to P.AC. I remember we were 
late at Mr Caterer's one day because we had caught a snake, and just had to 
light a fire, cook it, and eat it. We used to think anything the blacks ate 
was good enough for us. (Q) Do you remember those grubs? ... We used 
to take them to school in our pockets. I remember Mr Caterer saying 'What 
have you there!' And I put three fat ones on his desk. 'You disgusting boy, 
take them out and throw them away'. I took them out .:.. but I didn't waste 
them . . . . (Q) Do you remember long before that in the old council house 
school how a boy brought a paper bag of singing locusts to school? 
He didn't mean to make a disturbance, but the day was hot and the things 
began to sing. 'Put those out!' said the teacher. The boy just opened the 
bag and shook the whole lot out into the middle of the room. It meant a 
quarter of an hour's hunt for every boy in the school before they were got 
rid of. 

It was all paddocks about here~ not many houses except the Clerks, Reeds, 
Watts, Hays, Frews, Giles', Dr. Wyatts, Samuel Davenport's, and the 
Clelands'. Oh, Miss Field lived at Finnisbrook. She had a black-and
white cow, and some one whitewashed it. The man who worked for Miss 
Field started to take the strange beast to the pound, but on the way it 
rained, and the whitewash came off, so he brought her back. 
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