PROGRAM - 1994
20 June

History of Two Loc al Churches - St Geo
rge's Chu rch of
Magil~ and Clayton ofNor woo d
Mrs Bunty Bonython has researched and
publ ishe d on her
topic and will speak on the history and pers
onalities of St
George's Anglican Church over 125 year
s.

Mon day

Mr Donald Harris will replace Mrs Jean
Park in as
previously advertised, and cover the estab
lishment of the
Clayton Congregational Chu rch in Kensing
ton, up to the
time of amalgamation with the Uniting Chu
rch.

6Ju ly

Visit to
e lJoo Collec:tion~ Mor twck I.,ibrary
Time: the Rar
·· 10.30ksa.m.
····
·· .·..·
· .·. ·
··

Wed nesd ay

Cost:

Numbers:
Bookings:

18 July

fr~

.

limited to 15 - 20
.·•· •· .•.· . .· . •. . / .... ·....
. Essential - Telephone Evelyn Whi te <
.
333 064 1

The Roy al Flying Doc tor Service
Our own members Derick and Jean Wri ght
will info rm us
abou t the service, its history, its operation
s in 1993 and
how city residents are affected and serviced
.

Mon day

15 Aug ust

Bell Yett -Ba rton Cro ft- Convent ofMer
cy in Wat tle
Park
The meeting will describe the histo ry of this
buil ding and
its occupants over 126 years until its dem
olition in 1993 .

Mon day

Three speakers will present their perspect
ives repr esen ting
the different phases of its occu panc y:

•
•

•

Ruth Goble is a descendent of Alfred Barh
am
Black and family who lived in Bell Yett from
1867
to 1910;
Alice Milazzo is a daughter of Dr Hub ert
Jay and
family who lived in Bart on Crof t from 1910
to
1948;
Siste r Monica Mar ks of the Sisters of the
Con vent
of Mercy will speak of the building's conv
ent days
from 1948 to 1993 .
1

19 September The Ghan Railway
Mr Jack Babbidge will give a brief history of the line which
Monday
the S .A. government hoped would give Adelaide a
connection with Asia, and include a description of the
country through which the line passed between Port
Augusta and Alice Springs.
24 - 25 September - Weekend Visit to Quorn and the Pichi Richi
Railway
See page 3 for the program and booking information.
17 October
Monday

The History ofthe Art Gallery of South Australia
Speaker: Ms Claire Brooks .

21 November Wrecks of the South Australian Coast
Monday
Speaker: Mr Ian O'Donnell.

A WEEKEND IN QUORN - 23th to 25th September
Leaving 5.30 Friday 23 Sept. Returning about 6.00 Sunday 25 Sept.
Accommodation:
Old Mill Hotel, Quom, and a few in overflow accommodation.
Cost: $180. Single supplement extra $17.
You get:Bus trip to Quom and back, plus travel for all local sightseeing.
Two nights accommodation, plus two continental breakfasts.
Saturday night cocktail party and dinner.
Sunday lunch with our Burnside Historical Society hosts.
Train trip, and entry to local museums and leaflets.
Donations on your behalf to local host societies.
On Saturday morning we will first drive to Kanyaka homestead north of

Quorn for an interesting guided tour of the ruins. Then on return to
Quorn for lunch (your expense) we will go on the famous Pichi Richi
Railway in the afternoon. You will be able to get yourself afternoon tea
at the terminal point. Hoot! Hoot! When back in Quorn you will have
time to relax before joining the President for cocktails and dinner.

***

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held on the third
Monday of each month in the Burnside Community Centre at 8.00pm,
unless an alternative time or venue is notified.

***
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
Annual membership subscriptions have not increased. They are now
due and may be paid at the next meeting or posted to the Treasurer:

On Sunday we will have a walking tour of Quom led by a member of the

Quorn Historical Society and visit the Old Court House and Agricultural
museums. Then to Melrose, where we will be entertained for lunch by
BHS members John and Elizabeth Rogers who have a house in the old
country town. That will be followed by a tour of Melrose led by a
member of the local National Trust, and return to Adelaide.
Please join us on this trip which promises to be great entertainment.
Bookings can be made with Wendy McGuffog (Tel 379 7364). $50
deposit required by the meeting on 18 July, and full payment by the end
of August. The costings are dependent on us getting up a party of 30.

Subscriptions
single $8. 00
family $12.00

Mr David Reid
PO Box 152
GLENSIDE SA 5065
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AVELAIVE GAOL - LIFE IN PRISON - CRIME ANV PUNISHMENT
Sue Sc.hei6fte1L6
Meeting, Malt.Ch 21, 1994
Sue Scheiffer s, after some years as a primary school
teacher and a "Friend of the Adelaide Gaol", by reason
of her interest in its history, was appointed as Manager
of the Gaol Museum in 1993, and she spoke to us about ·
its history.
When the colony was establish ed in 1836, the "powers
that were" had the strange notion that the "cleanski ns"
settling here would be so pure that no crime would be
connnitted , none of them being convicts. People being
people, no such luck!
The first lock-up was the Buffalo - fairly early in
the colony's life, one must believe! When she had to sail
off, a very basic wood and iron shed was set up in the
parklands . Its security was anything but maximum, and
escapes were frequent. G. S. Kingston, Colonial Architect
or such, designed a new gaol during a trip to England, and
it was part construct ed by 1841, and finished, as far as
could be afforded, in the mid-1850s . The original capacity was 120 - quite extravaga nt for a colony of expected
law-abidin g citizens, in the view of some sceptics of
the time. A further 90 cells were added in 1879.
The original accommod ation was dormitory -style, with no
segregati on of the sexes. Since many of the female prisoners had been gaoled for prostitut ion, this had to be recognised as an inapprop riate arrangeme nt, and in 1850,
separate female accommod ation was built. The detention
of female prisoners in this gaol was discontin ued in 1969.

contraban d, such as bottled alcohol. Tennis balls thrown
over the walls were also used as a way of sending drugs
(presumab ly), and even today the odd tennis ball is found
with a large slit in it.
Our speaker regards the Gaol as one of the most important historica l buildings in S.A. It was closed in 1988,
and a visit for a conducted tour will indicate why. At
the time of the closure, the Adelaide Gaol Preservat ion
Society was formed, and it has looked after the property
and has been developin g the Museum ever since. When it
was first opened for public viewing in August 1988, 2,000
people visited during the first weekend, and 2,500 a week
later. Continuin g public interest has increased the administrat ion workload, so that Sue was appointed as Manager last year.
Currently , several sections are leased to private businesses. Birthday parties and wedding reception s have
been held there. There is one section where a potter used
to work, and Sue is waiting for an appli~ati on from a
potter to · provide an aiithentic potter·y operation there.
David Reid.

Between 1841 and 1964, 49 hangings were carried out in
various parts of the gaol. Many hangings in the 19th
century were public events. The last four were carried
out, much more discretel y, in a special hanging tower
built after World War II.
Work for prisoners was largely housekeep ing, such as
cooking, gardening and laundry, supplemen ted by other
Governmen t establish ments' requireme nts of laundry work.
The latter was an ideal vehicle for the importati on of
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IS THIS SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 1952?
M£e.ting 18.t:h Aplr.il, 1994
Ve.n.i.6 Rob..i..n..6on

raining, making the pink, blue and grey painted homes look
rather dismal. There was mud everywhere.

After our A.G.M on April 18th, we heard Mr Denis Robinson
talk about his experiences as a migrant to this country in
1952. He spoke with humour, but at the time (1952) the
living conditions that he and his family were to endure were
rather primitive and contrary to what they expected, and
not always funny. Propaganda and promotion of the country
in the U.K. when Australia was trying to persuade migrants
to come here tended to be misleading.

There was no glamour here; only a wood stove, a chip
bath heater, and a wood-burning copper for washing clothes.
A galvanised iron bath that was small and very wobbly even
tipped up if one leaned back too far, spilling water out
through the door. The lavatory was not connected with the
sewerage, and daily disposal of waste~ in a pit was necessary. As there was no electricity, kerosene had to be used
for lighting and heating.

In England the family, consisting of Denis, his parents
and two younger brothers, had lived in Plymouth where they
experienced bombing and machine-gun fire; then Highton (a
suburb of Liverpool) where they had a close shave when a
ferry on which they had travelled was bombed on the return
trip. Their last home in South Kensington, Central London
was undisturbed by bombs, but films of Bondi, The Blue Mountains, The Sydney Harbour Bridge, Glenelg, and leafy eastern
suburbs of Adelaide (with brick homes) looked glamorous. Also promises of a nice home with a refrigerator full of food
were tempting after years of food rationing!

On their return trip to Elder Park on the first visit, the
ancient bus got bogged, and all hands were required to push
it out, with clothing suffering severely with mud stains.

Denis' mother in particular was very keen to migrate to
Australia, so they applied.
Two years later, they received three weeks' notice that
berths were available on the Orcades. It was the 28,000
ton vessel's 13th trip, and superstitious people renegued,
making berths available for the Robinsons.
On 25th April, 1952 they arrived at Outer Harbour after
a 28-day voyage. The dryness and brownness of the surroundings were depressing, and the slow "express" train trip
to Adelaide cheerless. At first they were accommodated at
The Elder Park Hostel, on the site now occupied by the Festival Theatre, for five days. Denis explored the city at
9.30 p.m. where he found surprisingly few people in the
streets, but at 11 p.m. when the picture theatres emptied,
it became quite crowded.

After they moved to their home they were somewhat imprisoned because transport was rather distant and in-frequent, and one needed patience and forbearance to cope.
On 11th August, 1952 .Dennis started work with the Enfield
City Council as a structural and design draftsman. He still
works there.
Gradually conditions improved, with electricity and sewerage being installed in time for Christmas, 1952. Even
with this improvement, the Robinsons longed for the better
facilities they had left behind in England. They moved to
a better home after eighteen months at Northfield. They
particularly recall the improvement in the water quality
when the Mannum-Adelaide pipeline was .commissioned, in about
1957.
Denis' story of his first years here reminded some of
those present of their own experiences at that time and
before.
Janet Reid.

On the second day at Elder Park an ancient lorry with
bench seats under a canvas canopy arrived to take them to
the site of their new home, past Northfield. Now it was
7
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to mention a few wineries as well!

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Thanks go to Oa\id. and to the
members of the Mow1t Horrocks Historical Society and the Clare
National Trust who filled us in with the local history.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1993/94

It is my pleasure to submit this report for the past twelve months.
Meetings
Monthly meetings have been held as usual
with an average attendance of 50 compared with 48 last year. Also
there have been a few changes in membership with some new members
whom I welcome, and unfortunately a few who have decided to leave.
The result is a small drop in numbers from 177 to 172.

Ten of those eleven meetings were held in the lounge of the Burnside
Community Centre, for which we extend our thanks to the Council
Thanks are extended to all who help with the suppers, and especially to
Janet Clark for her supervisory work which she is now handing over to
Ronda Collins. The subjects of our meetings have extended somewhat
outside the Burnside area and the closest we came was when Jim
Crompton - one of our members - gave us a talk about his great
grandparents on their honeymoon trip to UK However adjacent areas
were covered in talks about Murray Park ( on site), St Peter's College
and in Bernard Whimpress' interesting talk after last year's AGM about
sport in the parklands. Perhaps the most unusual evening was when
Christopher Brown told us about his caving exploits beneath the
Nullarbor.
Outside Visits
Our outside visits during the year took us
on a day trip to see the Humphrey Pump in operation at Cobdogla near
Barmera (kindly organised by Alan Brooker), and to Murray Park
House one evening. In addition we had another lovely weekend away,
this time in the Clare valley. The trip was ably organised by David Reid
who had been brought up in the area and he managed to include a lunch
stop at his old family home which is now the Rosenberg Cellars. Visits
were made to Watervale, Auburn, Sevenhill, Clare and Bungaree - not

Plagues
After many delays we finally saw the
installation a plaque outside the old ETSA building on Greenhill Road
commemorating the location of the house Hauteville, and another in
Driden Avenue, Hazelwood Park, commemorating the location of the
house Linden. Members are encouraged to visit both these sites. We
are now asking the Council to consider a plaque commemorating the
demolished house Erindale, from which the suburb takes its name.

Throughout the year, the project of photographing all plaques in
Burnside continued in fits and starts, according to the availability of the
photographer Andrew Treloar and the Council typist! It is now nearing
completion, and will result in records of nearly 150 plaques, with a black
and white close up photo to show the wording and a more distant view
in colour to show the setting in the streetscape. Again this is a project
where thanks are extended to David Reid.
Glen Osmond Mines Tours
The Glen Osmond mines tours
h.1ve continued through the year, and thanks are again due to Tom
Ri,.:hards for his organisation together with the support of John Clark
Thanks are also due to guides who have worked at weekends, oil
weekdays and even at night on one occasion. These people are now
receivi11g $10 a tour as a reimbursement of ex-penses. The revenue from
these tou:-s, which are charged at $6 a head, is shared between the
Council am! ourselves. making a nice contribution to our assets.
Publications
Barbara Parker has continued her
,vork as Editor of the Newsletter which is justifiably complimented as
the most important publication of the Society, and we all owe her
special thanks for the high standard achie\'ed. She has been ably assisted
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by Janet Reid, Rosemary Brown and Janet Clark. Janet Reid is coming
off the Newsletter Committee next year and I thank her for her excellent
summaries of the meetings. In addition two new walking tour leaflets
researched by David Reid, covering the Glen Osmond area, have finally
been printed. Many thanks are due to David for his work on these.

Local History Conference
A local history conference was
held in April on the initiative of the East Torrens Historical Society.
This was attended by over a dozen of our own members who heard
contributions from six local societies (I myself representing the Burnside
Historical Society), followed by an interesting bus tour of the area.
Thanks
Three members of the Committee
are retiring this year. Special thanks to Andrew Peake who has ably
filled the role of Secretary for the past two years, and to Barbara
Crompton who has filled a valuable contribution on the Committee.
Thanks are also due to Lindy Sam who has been Publicity Officer for the
past year but has had to resign early for personal reasons.
In conclusion I have to announce that this is my swan song as President
- a role which I have now held for five years. Last year was a difficult
year for me for various reasons, and I have already thanked John Clark
for filling in for me on a number of occasions when I have had to be
absent. However I believe that changes in leadership style are necessary
in any organisation so as to bring new ideas to the fore, and I am
confident that this will be achieved under the leadership of Barbara
Parker who has accepted nomination for the forthcoming year. I am
sure that she will ably fill the role.

I have greatly enjoyed my period ofleadership, but will still 'be around',
because I am slipping back into half of the job that I performed some
years back, and am taking on the role of Secretary for a year. Many
thanks to all of you who have supported me so well, and worked so
hard in your many roles.

TREASURER'S RP.PORT FOR 1993/94.

)i
)

I h1ue plen11ure in presenting the audited financial statements
for the actiYities of the Society for the ye,;r ended 31 . 3.94.
A copy of the report ha" been circulated to this r:ieeting, and
I do not propose therefore to go throu3h it in detnil.
Our l!urplu" of income oYer expenditure for 1993/94 has exceeded
lnat yenr',. fiaure by juat OYer $300. The Inco • e and Expenditure
Statement
l!hovl! the Yariationa in indiYidual iteml!, vhich I
am hnppy to explain if requested . The figure for Newsletter
costs
is
somewhat
,iiale11din3,
in
that
certain
printing ,
st11tionery, postaae an d telephone char~es ore totally concerned
with production and distribution of the ~ewsletter. This matter
will bo adjusterl in next year's accountl!. 111th
due regard for
the foreseeable future co:u 11i t11ents of the Society, I do not
pro?ose to reco~~end any change in subscription rates.
The Burn,.ide Council ha" continuad to assist the Society in
the pro•ision of copy i n~
facilities for the ~ evsletter. The
first charge for hire of the loun~e in the Cornmunity Centre,
as foresha<lowe<l
in my re p ort for last year , was raiser! for
February this year, not Ju l y, 1993 as at first expected.
'1y t'lanks go to our Auditor, Hr . '<eith Peacock, for his speedy
handlin~ of the audit. ~eith has indicated his willingness to
undcrtnke this tas'< a3ain in 1994/95, anrt I have :nuch pleasure
in nominatin1 hi11 for the position ,

~

Honorary Treasurer.

.dle.r. 71. ~reJlUieR,
DENTIST,
VICTORIA SQUARE WEST, ADELAIDE, near C.P.o.
Tel. No. 1309,
(; o()(l cooking is no good unless tho tel'th are iu goo<l on.ler
to ma~tieato tho food:
(ADVERTISEMENT from Kookaburra
Cookery Book, 1911 Edition.)

Ric.haJul HOu.6 e..
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATE~ENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1994.
1992/93

INCOME

667.00
480.00
26.00
161.33
26.00
69.00
163.00
30.0()
1622.33

Subscriptions, single
Subscriptions, family
Donations
Interest earned
Profit on Day or Walk Tour
Profit on Major Tour
Profit on Mines Tours
Sundry Sales

aALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 1994.
1993/94
672,001
540.00~
46. 00 \
129.48<
101.20.f
221.00,
287.504
27.00 •
2024.18

EXPENDITURE
30.02
5.00
273.24
94.05
190.36
94.45
50.00
20.00
82.90
68.09
249.80
108.90
1266.81
355.52

Bank Charges
Fees
Gifts
Insurance
Newsletter Expense
Postage & P.O. Box
Printing and Stationery
Secretarial Expenses
Seminars, conventions, etc.
Subscriptions
Suppers
Telephone
Plaques recording project
Audio Tapes and Equipment

33 .53 •
75.00-f
190.201
278.241
71.651
12 7. 95-{
49.89"
6. Q(},(

28. 00{
85.0li
81.771
308.15f
27.90{
1363.29

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) FOR YEAR

660.89i

APPROPRIATION OF SURPLUS.
General Accumulated Funds
Surplus from Income & Expenditure
Appropriation of Hines Income
Mines Account Reserve.
Profit on Mines Tours

1994

MEMBERS' EQUITY
General Accumulated Funds

1065.12
192.52
1257.64

As at 1st. April, 1994
appropriation

1257.641
373.391
1631.031

Mines Account Reserve
1078.84
163.00
1241.84

As at 1st. April, 1993
appropriation

1241.841
287.50{
1529.341

2499.48

TOTAL MEMBERS' EQUITY

3160.37-1 ·

This is reoresented by:
Current Assets
250.20
2506.28
2756.48

Cash at bank
South Aussie Bonds

Less

Current Liabilities

228.00
29.00
257.00
2499.48

Prepaid Subscriptions, next year
, later years
"
"

795.091
250G . 23-\
3301. 37

125.0°'
16. oo,
141. 00.,
3160.37 .•

NET ASSETS
AUDITOR'S STATEMENT

660.891
(287.50)
287.501

12

1993

373.39/
287.501
660. 891

I have examined the books and records of the Burnside Historical
Society Inc., and report that the Balance Sheet and accompanyin3
Statement of Receipts and Expenditure present a true and fair
viev of the Society's affairs as at 31 March, 1994, according
to the books, records and informatioo s u b m i t t ~

;1'
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History East of the Torrens -- a regional seminar
Saturday 16 April 1994
East Torrens Council Chambers, Norton Summit

The seminar was opened by Mrs Heather Ceravolo, Mayor of East Torrens
who stayed, participated and listened for the rest of the morning. We were
impressed! The setting was idyllic ·with a view to the plains below; the
weather was perfect; the catering wzs generous; there were displays to peruse
and publications to select and/or purchase, and a variety of presentations. In
sum, a feast for the history buffs attending.
Susan Marsden, State Historian, as the guest speaker challenged and informed
us by leading a discussion on community history. The participating groups
who presented resumes of their aims, projects and achievements included:
• Burnside Historical Society
•
•
•
•
•
•

(Richard House's presentation will be printed
in the next Newsletter),
Carnpbelltown Historical Society,
East Torrens Historical Society,
Kensington and Norwood Historical Society,
Mount Barker History Centre,
The Gumeracha & District History Centre,
Lobethal Museum.

During lunch the opportunity was provided to visit the Society's East Torrens
Museum across the road. After lunch a bus took participants on a tour of
some heritage projects in East Torrens including the Mount Lofty Bible
Christian Cemetery and Brooks' slab hut and cottage. The feature setting such
trips apart is always the informed local commentary.
During the discussions the Campbelltown Society offered to host the next
conference, but the timing and possible choice of a theme was left for later
decisions .
Barbara Parker
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Empire Day
Two members responded to the invitation in the March 1994 Newsletter to
describe their recollections of celebrations of Empire Day in the schools on
24 May each year.
Empire Day at Artarmon Primary School (a suburb of Sydney)

Empire Day was a great day in our school calendar. Each class would
represent a different country, and I recall dressing up as a Scotch thistle one
year and a Welsh leek the next, followed by an Irish colleen the following
year. Our school programme allowed regular practise of the dances of each
country. We would perform our play in national dress at school, singing the
songs of each country. At night we all met in the local town hall to perform
our national dances, and spent the rest of the evening dancing until suppertime,
when the food served related to each country. Fireworks at big bonfires were
lit at the end of the day and there was great excitement looking at the sky filled
with glowing colours - a truly memorable experience.
Wendy McGuffog

Empire Day at Coromandel Valley Primary School

(Extracts from a letter which included a pamphlet The Story of the Union
Jack) .
Empire Day was one of the highlights of the school year -- the half-holiday
being anticipated for days beforehand. Approximately 55 students each stood
in his/her allotted position for assembly ... in front of the school. During the
1930s and 1940s the head master and his assistant stood at the higher level
across from the flag pole, while the h~isting of the Union Jack took place. We
then said in unison the words for saluting the flag - with actions - on Friday
mornings. At the conclusion of the Empire Day ceremony each student was
given a yeast bun from a stout cane-woven basket ... also a little cotton drawstring bag of lollies. I think they must have been provided from the Mother's
Club which was quite active.
Elizabeth Brooker
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LEGITIMISING A DE FACTO RELATIONSHIPTHE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN TRA YELLING STOCK ROUTES
Meeting Monday, 16 May 1994

Despite of. or because of. the Adelaide Cup Public Holiday, a very large
audience had the pleasure of listening to Ms. Julie-Ann Ellis speak on the above
topic. Julie-Ann lives at Yacka, in the mid-north of the State. As well as
presently contributing to the writing of a local history on the 125th anniversary
of the settlement of Yacka, she is also doing a Ph.D. at Flinders University on
"Public Land Administration in South Australia". A most suitable speaker for
her well-researched and illustrated subject.
Julie-Ann reminded us that from the beginning of white settlement the whole of
Sout~ Austra~i~ was declared to be Crown land open for sale (in to~! disregard
ofpnor Abongmal occupancy and ownership). Land purchasers in the surveyed
hundreds (the only land available for sale) were allowed to graze their work
animals on unsold or unallocated Crown land. Grazing rights were available
through pastoral leasehold in the vast unsurveyed and unsold Crown holdings in
the Far North. However, problems arose when travelling stockowners took
advantage of the "free" public pasture, with the inevitable impact on the soil and
vegetation, leaving less grazing for what Julie-Ann termed the "legitimate" stock.
George_ Woodro~e G~yder (who was Surveyor-General for 33 years) now took
a promment part m this matter. He believed that public land should be sold,
not k~pt ~ gazetted reserves, such sales incidentally making a large
contnbut10n to the government budget of the time (1860s). To meet the
demands from pastoralists, Goyder directed the surveyors to omit certain
blocks of land upon specified lines ofroute. If the land was not surveyed, it
could not be sold, but it was not legally dedicated stock routes either. These
stock routes were at least 20 chains wide, and covered thousands of acres in the
surveyed hundreds. As Julie-Ann pointed out, this informal reservation was a
de facto recognition of public rights to travel over public land - but only de
facto.
In the 1870s a new philosophy considered that land administration should be
part of the planned social growth of a country, developing a sturdy labouring
class. Influenced in part by that attitude, Goyder began resuming some of the
stock routes for the socially-useful purposes of railways, schools, parklands,
water services, etc. Entire towns, such as Hanson, Douglas, Davies and
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Terowie, for example, were surveyed from the stock route land, to be sold to
the rural "yeomanry". This policy intensified in the late 1880s through the
Workingman's Block movement and the Village Settlement plans.
The suggestion that the existing 20-chain wide stock routes should be reduced
to 3 chains enraged the wealthy and socially-dominant pastoralists, as they
considered it an attack on their right of access to public land, which they now
discovered was only a de facto use and not a legal right!
Farmers, however, considered that public land should be alienated to private
agricultural use, while the landless labouring class wanted it to provide them
with homes and a living Towards the end of the century the impetus to use
land administration for social engineering had begun to ebb, as the 20-acre
blocks often proved too small to sustain the rural workers between seasonal
work, and most of the land ended up with the existing landowners.
The 1904 Pastoral Act finally made explicit and de Jure what had been implicit
and de facto for several decades of self-government: that stock routes through
the agricultural lands were formally reserved. However, while the pastoralists
wanted access to other leaseholds, they resented access to their own! This
volatile situation finally exploded in the 1925 High Court case dispute between
Sidney Kidman's Yandama Pastoral Company and the Mundi Mundi
Company.
For several decades routine resumption ofland in rural areas was increasingly
at the instigation of local landholders and district councils, resulting in
entrenched local property interests and the removal of large areas of relatively
untouched native vegetation. Two new issues have now brought a reawakening of interest in public access to public land: the Aboriginal land rights
movement, and a new awareness of the environment.

In regard to the first issue, Julie-Ann pointed out that the status of stock routes
over public land could be very pertinent in the interpretation of Aboriginal land
rights, whether with reference to the Mabo decision or in terms of other Statespecific legislation. She indicated that the second cause of a resurgence of
interest was due to environmental issues which focussed attention on arid land
management. The general public, increasingly aware of the environment,
wanted access to scenic areas of arid land, including leasehold land. At the
same time, the travelling stock routes are receiving growing attention from
conservationists as corridors of refuge for wildlife and natural vegetation.
Elizabeth Rogers
17

Worth Noting

Worth Noting continued

The Burnside Historical Society welcomes the following new members who
have joined since the last Newsletter (March 1994):

Jean Wright

Mr Alan and Mrs Elizabeth Bohn of Leabrook

B.H.S. member Jean Wright's community work was honoured by the
Kensington and Norwood Council with the Citizen of the Year Award for

Mrs Betty Bungay of Cherryville

1993. Congratulations Jean!

Mrs Shirley Copley of St. Georges

City of Burnside's Enviroplan Advisory Committee
Mr Thro.can Glenn of Park Holme
Miss Ruth Road of Glenunga
Mr Martin and Dr Barbara Kitchener of Burnside
Mr Ken and Mrs Gwenda Lord of Heathpool

Obituary
The members of the Burnside Historical Society extend their
deepest sympathy to Mrs Dorothy Colmer and her daughters
Rosemary and Vivien on the recent death of their husband and
father Professor John Colmer. He attended the Society's April
meeting and died suddenly a few days later.

In a fitting tribute, The Advertiser described him as 'Champion
of literature'. He retired from the University of Adelaide in 1986.
The position he held for his final seven years at the University
was Jury Professor of Language and Literature.

The Burnside Council recently advertised for co~unity representatives to
serve on the above committee. Our member Barbara Crompton applied, went
through the selection process and was offered one of the positions. Barbara
has since agreed to officially represent the B.H.S . on the committee and to
keep us advised of items relevant to the Society. Congratulations Barbara!

Australian Art Collection
An exhibition of over fifty paintings including works by Streeton, Lambert,
Hans Heysen etc. will be on display at Carrick Hill until 3 July 1994. The
catalogue was written by B.H.S. member Elizabeth Rogers.

Re: William and Rosina Ferguson of Myrtle Bank
~chard House recently received a letter from Genny Kang asking if he knew
if any of the descendants of William and Rosina Ferguson of Myrtle Bank are
carrying out research into their family history. She is interested because the
two branches of Fergusons intermarried through Daniel's nephew James
marrying William's daughter Isabella .
Genny may be contacted at: 26 Eglington Road, GLEBE NSW 2037
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\Vorth Noting continued
Diary dates for spring walks
,. As a result of the large nwnbers participating in the autumn walks the Society
will conduct the following walks next spring. Details will appear in the next
Newsletter, but prior notice of the dates is given now.

11 September
18 September
9 October 16 October 23 October -__

-- Burnside
- Rose Park
Glen Osmond South
Glen Osmond North
Eastwood

Small Research Project
The Society has three current requests from other organisations to provide a
speaker on the history of Burnside. In the past, members have provided
presentations on Osmond Gilles and the Glen Osmond mines, and the Society
itself. Those subjects can be repeated if necessary.
Interest is canvassed from a member willing to undertake a small research
project to prepare the material for an illustrated talk on the history of
Burnside.
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