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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC.

P.O. Box 152
GLENSIDE, S.A. 5065

OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Society shall be:
2. 1

2.2

2.3
2.4
2.5

to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian
and South Australian history and in particular, the history of the City of
Burnside;
to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of
works, source material and artifacts of all kinds relating to Burnside
history;
to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites of
historical significance in the City of Burnside;
to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia;
to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment
of any of the above objectives.

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1992 - 1993
(Ph.379 9015)

PRESIDENT:
VICE-PRESIDENT:
SECRETARY:
TREASURER:

Mr Richard House
Mr John Clark
Mr Andrew Peake
Mr David Reid

COMMITTEE:

Mr Keith Batt
Mrs Barbara Crompton ·
Mrs Peggy House
Mrs Barbara Parker
Mrs Margaret Sando
Mrs Evelyn White

EDITORIAL SUBCOMMITTEE:

Mrs Barbara Parker
Mrs Rosemary Brown
Mrs Janet Reid
Miss Janet Clark

(Ph.332 8884)

PROGRAM - 1993
15 March - Native Vegetation - Pile's Paddock to Stony/ell.
Darrell Kraehenbuehl has as life-time interest in the original flora
Monday
of the Adelaide Plains. At that time the eastern side of the city
was a splendid Red and Blue gum woodland, with a host of other
vegetation and free roaming animals . .
Hazelwood Park was the popular camping-ground for the Kauma
tribe, and Kensington Gardens Reserve, formerly part of the old
Pile's Paddock had significant pockets of native vegetation until
the late 1950s. Ferguson Park Conservation Park remains a
marvellous benchmark to observe many of those native plants
formerly common throughout Norwood, Kensington and Toorak.

19 April - Bradman, Budge and Mansell: Sport in Adelaide's Park/ands.
Bernard Whimpress demonstrates his love of sport with his
Monday
background as a participant, sports watcher and sports historian,
as well as Oral Historian with the Adelaide City Council.
Don Bradman, Don Budge and Nigel Mansell are just three of the
array of International sporting heroes who have exhibited their
skills in world-class events on Adelaide's Parklands. The
Adelaide Oval, Memorial Drive Tennis Courts and Victoria Park
Racecourse are well-known sporting venues, but the Parklands
have also catered for the needs of members of hundreds of other
clubs whose deeds have gone unheralded.

17 May -An Overview of Aboriginal Art in Olary Province.
Margaret Nobbs, one of our Society's members, will provide an
Monday
illustrated overview of a subject which began as a hobby and has
become one of full-time academic study.
There are 28 Aboriginal rock painting sites and over 50 engraving
sites in the lower north east of SA - the Olary Uplands. Toe art
sites are dispersed through more than 20 pastoral properties and
are not readily accessible, nor often visited by the public. New
research has found this rock art area to be the oldest in the world.

COVER: Urrbrae House.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
21 June - Cave Diving on the Nu/labor Plain.
Monday
Cave diving in the areas around Eucla and Cocklebiddy on the
Nullabor Plain will be described in an illustrated presentation by
Christopher Brown.

Notice is hereby given that the Twelfth Annual General Meeting of
the Burnside Historical Society Inc. will be held in the Burnside
Community Centre on Monday, 19 April 1993, at 8.00 pm.
AGENDA

We will be taken to caves 300 ' below ground level, including the
one in which 13 people were trapped in 1988 following a
cyclone.
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Apologies

2

Minutes of the eleventh Annual General Meeting and Special General
Meeting 19/10/92

19 July - The Royal Agricu/Jural & Horticultural Society of SA and its Influence

3

President's Report

on the Early Development of the Colony.
Monday
Speaker: Mr Jack Reddin.

4

Treasurer's Report

5

Determination of Subscription Fees for 1993/94

6

Election of the Committee for 1993/94

7

Election of the Auditor for 1993/94

8

Other Business

16 August - On Blackbirding, Body Snatching, and Bisexuality - the Story of

Monday

Professor A Watson.
Speaker: Dr P W Allen.

20 September - G S Hawker and Bungaree.
Monday
Speaker: Ms Eliz.abeth Milburn.

The Committee for 1992/93 consists of:
8 - 10 October - Weekend visit to Clare and Bungaree.

18 October - St Peter's College - the First JOO Years.
Monday
Speaker: Mr Graham Brookman.

15 November - Art and Enterprise - paintings by S T Gill.
Monday
Speaker: Mr Ralph Grandison.

President
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer
Other Members

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Mr Richard House
Mr John Clark
Mr Andrew Peake
Mr David Reid
Mrs Peggy House
Mr Keith Batt
Mrs Margaret Sando
Mrs Barbara Crompton
Mrs Barbara Parker
Mrs Evelyn White

***
:MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held on the third Monday of
each month in the Burnside Community Centre at 8.00pm, unless an alternative
time or venue is notified.

In accordance with paragraph 8.1 of the Constitution the President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Treasurer, and three other members are due to retire. The members
marked* are those retiring in 1993, and are eligible for re-election.
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PLAQUES OF BURNSIVE

AUTUMN WALKS

The Burnside Historical Society will provide guides to lead four
walks on different Sunday afternoons in autumn. The following
details are provided:
COST

$5.<)0 each (a booklet is included)

PAYMENT

pay the guide on the day

FURTHER INFORMATION
AND BOOKINGS

Richard House Phone 379 9015

DATES and SUBURBS

21 March - Rose Park
Meet at 2.00 pm in front of the Gartrell
Memorial Church

Our Society has undertaken to make a comprehensive
photographic record of the plaques, stone tablets and such
throughout the Council area for the Council records, and,
from our perspective, for the interest of the historical
significance thereof.
The work was put in hand in about August, 1992, and is
about half completed. The photographic work is . being done
by Andrew, son of our members, Geoff and Geraldine Treloar.
After a couple of months on the job, Andrew decided he preferred the idea of a winter trip to Europe, but he assured
us that he would be back in March. All jokes aside, it is
quite a big task, and it ,will take some time to complete
just the photos, let alone the associated text.
In due course, members will be invited to contribute
comments for inclusion in the folder that we propose to
publish. The interest generated by this can only be increased by accurate stories appropriate to any plaque involved.
Any member who would like to .be involved, or who has
anything to contribute on any plaque, is welcome to ring
David Reid, on 379-5378, and he will incorporate the
details provided.

4 April - Burnside
Meet at 2.00 pm in front of the old Burnside

Council Chambers, next to St David's Church,
Glynbum Road

18 April - Waterfall Gully
Meet at 10.00 am at the rotunda, comer of
Russell Avenue and Glynbum Road

HA VE YOU MOVED?
Please include the Society in your notifications of change of address,
to ensure continuation of your Newsletter.
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THE ROLE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIANS IN EXPLORATION
OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY
Bill MMon
Meeting, 1U:h Ja.nu.aJr.g, 1993
At our January meeting Bill Mason gave us a detailed talk
abou t John McDouall Stuart and his explorations from Adelaide to the Northern Territory. There were other South ·
Australians who accompanied him, some of whom resided in
Burnside.
Stuart was born in Scotland in 1815. Both his parents
had died by the time he was fourteen, but he received a
sound education from the Naval and Military Academy in Scotland. He graduated as an engineer and surveyor. A broken
romance was the reason for his leaving Scotland and he
sailed from Dundee for South Australia in 1839. He joined
the very busy surveying forces and at first worked at Mt.
Barker. He was described as a friendly man, small in
stature. The Hawkers from Bungaree were amongst his friends
and one of them accompanied him on one of the expeditions
to attempt to cross the centre of Australia.
Stuart made six journeys inland between May, 1858 and
July, 1862, at which date he reached the sea in the north
of Australia. Early in that time, his diary noted that he
was "almost blind". The SA Parliament for the first time
voted funds for the fifth and sixth journeys, with a view
to establishing a route for the Overland Telegraph: ~here
was also an idea to send horses overland on the way to
India for the Army. Such were the bonds of the Empire!
[Since the fourth journey was aborted well beyond half-way,
one wonders why the next could not have started with a sea
journey to the "Top End" and set out from there to link
up. Ed.] When the last expedition reached the sea, the
whole party was in poor shape but set out on the return
trip almost immediately.

Stuart's colleagues included Thring, King, Auld and
Waterhouse from Burnside, and Frew, from the area now known
as Frewville. Another companion called Waterforde deserted
from the last trip because of the breakdown of many horses,
which meant that many provisions had to be abandoned, including Waterforde's greatcoat. He was unable to tolerate
the intense cold of the interior during the winter, so he
returned to Adelaide.
The explorers were paid for their time, and Stuart received 2,000 pounds and a rent-free l~ase of a large area
of land in the north as a reward for his efforts.
It was difficult to follow the talk, particularly if one
was not familiar with the geography of the area. If Bill
had displayed a map and followed it
through with his talk, it would have
been much easier.
The route that Stuart followed was
eventually used by the Overland
Telegraph line.
Janet Reid.

John HcDouall Stuart
gaining control of
the Northern
Territory for
South Australia.

Source:

WORLD BOOK
ENCYCLOPEDIA
Australasia
Section.

By now Stuart was indeed almost blind from Sandy Blight,
and suffering from such poor health that he had to be
carried on a stretcher slung between two horses for over
400 miles. Despite all the tribulations and an attack by
aborigines on an early journey, no human life was lost on
any of Stuart's trips, although many horses were lost.
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VISIT TO URRBRAE HOUSE
15:th. Feb.lUJ.JVl..!J, 1993

Following the talk given by Alan Jennings last June entitled "Peter Waite's Vision", (see September Newsletter),
our February meeting consisted of a visit to Peter and
Matilda Waite's home, "Urrbrae".· We met at 7 p.m. in
order to view the house and surrounding area in daylight.
Yvonne Routledge welcomed us in the entrance hall, which
has a musicians' gallery, and re-iterated and elaborated
on some of Alan's story about Peter and Matilda, the house,
and the family.
The present Urrbrae House was designed by C.H. Marryat
in conjunction with E. J. Woods, and constructed in 1891,
replacing the one purchased by the Waites from Robert
MacGeorge in 1875.
The architecture is earlier than Federation style but
has similar features. Matilda wanted a house that would
always provide comfort and avoid the necessity of escaping
to a house at the beach in summertime. Consequently there
are many cool underground rooms. The foothills setting is
idyllic and catches any breeze. It also commands a lovely
view, so Matilda's requirements were met. The tiled roof
was the first in Adelaide, and the tiles were imported from
Italy. Some were broken in transit, so part of the roof,
less visible at the rear of the house, is covered with galvanized iron. Peter Waite did not waste the broken tiles they were crushed and spread on a circular part of the
driveway. Their distinctive colour is still evident on the
driveway after all these years.

It was fun having our supper sitting at the large table
in the dining room which still has many of its original
furnishings.
Although some of the original furniture still remains,
repair work needs to be done. Some reconstruction work is
at present being done in a bedroom wing. It is going to be
an enormous task to restore the house to its original state.
Since 1923 Urrbrae House has been the home to the first
three directors of the Waite Institute - Professor Richardson, Professor Prescott and Dr Melville - and in recent
years some of the rooms have been used for administrative
purposes. Consequently, many changes have been made.
The house needs to be restored to its orignal design and
grandeur in order to be a fitting and historic memorial to
a great man who contributed so much to South Australia.
"The Friends of Urrbrae House" and, in partiuclar, the
hard-working committee, are to be commended, and we hope
they will be well supported in their efforts. It is
fitting that Marion Wells, the daughter of Peter Waite's
only grandchild, is the President.
Yvonne told us that the Mawson display is going to be
housed in the Urrbrae precinct. It is an exciting project
which will be of benefit to future generations.
Janet Reid.

Yvonne took us outside to show us these features, and to
tell us about the garden. We saw the old rose garden and
the new rose garden which was planted and designed by
Deane Ross of Ross's Roses. Sadly Deane Ross died recently, but his family intends to fulfill his plans. Also, a
suitable memorial to Deane Ross is planned, perhaps in the
form of seating adjacent to the rose garden.
We all enjoyed seeing the house with its interesting
library and billiards room. The ball-room, with its large
mirror, is at present being used as a refectory for Waite
Campus students.
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sketched by James Shaw, 1864
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CLIPPER SHIP, "CITY OF AVELAIVE",

1864 -

1992

Some years ago I spoke to the Historic al Society about
the clipper "CITY OF ADELAIDE", built for the South
Austral ian trade in 1863, launched in 1864, and partly
owned by my great grandfa ther, Captain David Bruce. My
talk was printed in a followin g Society newslet ter which
readers may like to refer to.
On visiting the "CUTTY SARK" at Greenwic h in London in
1963, I remarked to the caretake r on its similar ity to the
clipper , "CITY OF ADELAIDE", which I had vaguely known
from childhoo d, a lithogra ph of the ship having hung in
my Rose Park family home. I knew nothing of its history
or its connecti on with my family. Bob and I were sent to
the Maritime Museum and shown the book "COLONIAL CLIPPERS"
by Basil Lubbock, and were told, to our amazeme nt, that
the clipper was still afloat on the River Clyde in Glasgow ,
having been renamed "CARRICK" in 1923.
From that day I have thorough ly research ed the history of
the clipper, discover ing passenge r lists includin g many
wellknow n colonis ts. Several diaries have been discove red,
one by Mr James Anderson McLauch lan who describe d the
groundin g of the "CITY OF ADELAIDE" in a storm in 1874 at
Kirkcald y Beach, the captain being sent back to England in
disgrace for incompe tence.
During the 30 years of trading with SA, Captain David
Bruce and three of his sons, includin g my grandfa ther,
Alexand er Bruce, had a unique record, commanding the
clipper in turn. I possess my grandfa ther's Indentu res
and Master's certific ates.
In 1982 Bob and I visited Glasgow for the first time,
found the tiny clipper by the Jamaican Bridge, and walked
down the gangplan k into the foyer, my heart pounding and
my eyes brimming with tears. Such an emotion al moment!
As the great granddau ghter of the first commander of "CITY
OF ADELAIDE", I was feted by committe e members of the RNVR
Club, some being foundati on members who were involved in
saving the clipper in 1947 and using her as Club Rooms.
An Adelaide corner was set up by the bar, with a lithogra ph
of the clipper in full sail, plus a letter from the then

Lord Mayor of Adelaide , Wendy Chapman, and our City's Coat
of Arms. The Committe e members were very excited to learn
that Bob and I lived in the City of Adelaide .
We visited Glasgow again in 1988 with my cousin, another
descend ant of David Bruce, and a member of the RNVR Club.
He had pre-arra nged for the three of us to sleep on board
the clipper for two nights, in three cabins on the port
side. The bed I had was from the Ark Royal. There was
little left of the origina l ship interna lly, as over the
century many changes had taken place. Much had been replaced after the 1978 sinking.
Since 1963 I have correspo nded continuo usly with members
of the RNVR Club committe e in Glasgow - also several historians in Scotland - and since 1989 letters of concern have
regularl y criss-cr ossed the seas. Our fear was of the
clipper remainin g under the water at Govan, near Glasgow
after mis-mana gement by the Clyde Ship Trust who had bought
the sunken clipper from the RNVR Club for one pound with a
view to raising her and eventua lly dry-dock ing her for restoratio n. Develop ers bought the land on which the ship
was to be displaye d; so with delays, and doubts about the
future, the aged ship sank once again - this time, we
thought, forever. The Scottish Maritime Trust paid the
Clyde Ship Trust 100,000 pounds to raise the clipper to
preserve her. The planned hazardou s journey, towing the
hulk to Irvine, was undertak en in March, 1992 in stages from Glasgow down-riv er to Greenock , then to the open sea
to Ardrossa n, and on to Irvine, near the islands of Arran
and Kintyre.
Since losing their floating club rooms, the RNVR Club has
disbande d with ageing committe e members unable to continue .
I am still in touch with several members , includin g my
cousin, who have been extreme ly distress ed with the triple
tragedie s of the clipper, a second home for club members
and committe e for so many years.
A full history of the clipper is in the pipeline , and
I know Adelaide and Port Augusta will be well represen ted,
as after all, they are the reasons why the clipper was
built and named "CITY OF ADELAIDE".
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The latest news of the clipper is that she is lying near
the wharf at Irvine, covered in black plastic, with plans
shortly to begin to restore her as the oldest wool clipper
in the world. Her name, "CITY OF ADELAIDE", will once
again adorn her bow, and she will be on display with other
vessels in the Irvine Maritime Museum.
I often think of that fateful visit to "CUTTY SARK" in
1963, just 100 years after the ship was built, subseque~tly to learn "CITY OF ADELAIDE" was still afloat in Scotland. Next year she will be 130 years old, and perhaps
restorations will be well under way.
If anyone has information of the clipper, I would be
most grateful to hear of it.
Pam Whittle
Erindale
"CITY OF ADELAIDE" - BRIEF HISTORY.
In 1863 an order for a full-rigged ship designed specifically for trading between the United Kingdom and Adelaide
in South Australia was placed with the Sunderland shipbuilders, W. Pile Hay & Co. The design incorporated the
experience of Captain David Bruce who had regularly commanded "GLENELG" and the barque "IRENE" to the new capital
of South Australia. The ship was named "CITY OF ADELAIDE".

used in the role) and remained there until 1923 when the
Admiralty bought her and renamed her "CARRICK". She was
towed to Troon for use as a RNVR drill ship, a role to
last until the end of World War II.
The Glasgow RNVR Club was looking for premises, and the
Earl of Montrose, knowing the ship was to be broken up,
arranged for "CARRICK" to be towed to the Jamaican Bridge
on the River Clyde, Glasgow, and refitted as a club. The
Admiralty donated "CARRICK" to the club as she wus on the
disposals list. The ship remained there until 1990,
having twice sunk at her moorings - after a storm in 1978
and because of age and water seepage in 1989. In 1991
she was raised and towed to Govan, and in due course,'sank
again, through carelessness and delays.
Pam Whittle's article has supplied the remainder of her
story until the present date.

She was a composite ship like "CUTTY SARK" (built 1868)
and carried a crew of 20 and 24 passengers. Captain Bruce's
three sons also commanded "CITY OF ADELAIDE" during the
clipper's 23 years of trading between Adelaide, Port Augusta
and the UK. Her maiden voyage was made from Plymouth to
Port Adelaide in August, 1864.
Her outbound cargoes were, in general, ~anufactured goods
for the young colony, and ~he returned to UK with SA
produce such as wool, wine, leather, bark and copper:
In 1887 she was sold when steamers monopolized the sea,
and she was re-rigged as a barque for use as a collier.
A year later she was sold for use in the North Atlantic
timber trade, travelling between Canada and Britain and
Ireland until 1893.
In 1895, de-registered and un-rigged, she was converted
to an isolation hospital hulk at Southampton (though never

The composite clipper ncITY OF ADELAIDE• (791 tons)
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SUBURB NAMES IN BURNSIVE
FREWVILLE
Large properties in
the area before
subdivision:

Earlier Subdivision
Names:

CONGRATULATIONS
to

The Fullarton Farm where John
Frew lived from 1853.
The farm, and hence the suburb
of Fullarton, was named by
James Frew after his wife Jane
Fullarton.
Parts were known as Frewville
East and Frewville Estate.

BILL COOPER

The Burnside Historical Society extends its heartiest congratulations to our member
for bis inclusion in the South Australian Honours on Australia Day 1993.

Bill was awarded an ORDER OF AUSTRALIA - OAM Medal in the General
Division, for service to local government and to the community.

Origin of Earlier Names:
Origin of Present Name:

When Suburb acquired
its present name:
Sources of Information:

James Frew subdivided part of
this section and named it
Frewville.
1864 (approx.)
The Paddocks Beneath, p 260
What's in a name? p 78

From SUBURB NAMES IN BURNSIDE, published by Burnside
Historical Society, June, 1991.

DO YOU KNOW YOUR INFLATION RATES?
If you do, and if you are observant, you may have
noticed a mistake in the report in the December
Newsletter of Alan and Elizabeth Brooker's talk at
the November meeting.
The inflation rate 1942 to 1992 is implied as
500 to 1. It was in fact something like 50 to 1.
The figure of 40,000 pounds should have been
400,000. The later figure of forty-one billion
dollars should have been four point one (4.1)
billion;
Apologies to Alan artd Elizabeth. I thought it
looked high, but in the heat of the moment failed
to go back and check it.
David Reid.
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From The News, July 24, 1923

TENNIS GIRLS
Cam era as Mena ce
GROUND VIEW INDELICATE
Mr. F. C. Brom ley, for many years secre tary of the
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SEVENTY YEARS AGO - 1923

(Melb ourn e News paper , July 24)
ELECTRICITY LIGHTENS LOAD ON HOME FRONT

July 24. The Melbourne City Council has found that it can supply electric power for domestic purposes
at rates which no doubt will bring
electri city into general use in the
home of poor people as well as the
rich . The development in electric
appli ances, such as sewing machines and vacuum cleaners promises to
almo~t revolutionise housework in

the future. With the drudgery of
work eliminated, woman will have
more time to develop and exercise
her mind, and rest her body. She
will become an even greater helpmate to her husband and companion to her children. Appliance
makers are advertising their machinc:s at what sec:ms a reasonable cost
to the average householder.

FALU: 1a SA'1 la1t

1urviv ing trading ketch, having
ret1red in 1982. During World War
II 1he vaa coaai11 ioned by tha Royal
Au1tra lian Navy ae a "watch dog" at
r, and
~ .....~.,. the 1ntrenc 1 of Sydney Harbou
•• a atore veaael in Nev Guin••
vat1r1 . Otherv iae, 1101t of her vork1ng lif• ha, bean • pent carryin g
grain, ti• ber, etc. between SA port,
and interat ata to Melbourn• and
Hobart . She nov 1p1ci1 li1e1 in
plea • ure crui1e1 .

SUZANNE LENGLEN
Wear ing very littl e?

Falie ' s retire ment date given as 1932
in Decem ber 1992 Editi on of News letter when it
!
shoul d have been 1982 - a discr epan cy of SO years
Apol ogies from the typis t!

CORRECTION:

(Wim bledo n Cham pion, 1923)
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