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OBJECTIVES 

The objectives of the Society shall be: 

2.1 to arouse interest in and to promote t he study nd 
discussion of Australian and South Austra l ian hi u y 
and in particular, the history of the City of Bu n n lc'l 11; 

2.2 to promote the collection, recording, preserv 
classification of works, source material a nd 
of all kinds relating to Burnside history ; 

2 . 3 to assist in the protection and prese r vation 
buildings, works and sites of historica l signl It ' 11 , 

in the City of Burnside; 

2.4 to co-operate with similar societies and bth 
throughout Australia; 

2.5 to do all such other things as are conduciv 
incidental to the attainment of any of t ho ab 
objectives. 

OFFICE BEARERS FOR 1992 - 1993 

PRESIDENT: 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

SECRETARY: 

TREASURER: 

COMMITTEE: 

EDITORIAL SUB
COMMITTEE 

Mr Richard House 

Mr John Clark 

Mr Andrew Peake 

Mr David Reid 

Mr Keith Batt 
Mrs Barbara Crompton 
Mrs Peggy House 
Mrs Barbara Parker 
Mrs Margaret Sando 
Mrs Evelyn White 

Mrs Barbara Parker 
Mrs Rosemary Brown 

. Mrs Janet Reid 
Miss Janet Clark 

* * * * * 

(Ph. 379 01 ) 

(Ph.3 32 8884) 

Old Government House in Belair National P wn 
built i n the 1860s as a summer reside n er 
governors . 

PROGRAM 1992 

21 September - South Australians in the Deve lopment of 
Monday the Northern Terri tory . 

For almost 50 years up to 1911, the present 
Northern Territory of Australia was the Northern 
Province of South Australia. Famous names 
associated with that era include Charles Todd 
and the overland telegraph, and the explorer 
John McDouall Stuart. 

Bill Mason, one of our Society's founding 
members and the first Secretary, lived and 
worked in the Northern Territory for ~ome 
years. He became i nterested in its history, 
and will speak on some of the South Australians 
(particlarly those from Burnside) who helped in 
the development of South Australia's Northern 
Province during those years . 

9 - 11 October - Weekend visit to the Riverland 
Plans are pressing ahead successfully for this 
weekend in Berri, Renmark and Barmera. 
Insufficient members e x pressed interest to fill 
the larger bus in the origi nal plans, but we 
have hired a smal ler bus and currently have 22 
people booked. There are still two spare 
vacancies for any members who have a change in 
heart! Ring Richard House (Ph 379 9015) for 
details . .. 

The proposed itinerary was published in the June 
Newsletter. Full Payment is required by the 
September meeting. Further details will be 
supplied to those members who have booked. 

Many thanks to the following members who kindly 
did a special letterbox drop in mid-August to 
promote this trip: Margaret Black, Janet Clark, 
Barbara Crompton, Jim Crompton, John and 
Elizabeth Rogers, Margaret Preiss, Elaine Smythe 
and Evelyn White. It provided the required 
responses! 
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19 October - Notification of Special General Meeting 
Monday A Special General Meeting will be held on Mond ay 

19 October at 8.00pm in the Burnside Community 
Centre, immediately preceding the normal 
business of the evening. 

Agenda item: Election of Auditor. 

'My Walk along Eyre's Horseshoe Lake ' 
The speaker will be Mr Warre n Bon ython , a me mb er 
of our Society and a well known l ocal id ntity -
especially in the fields of nature a n d g ology . 

In 1840 Edward John Eyre made a n xploratory 
journey into the Flinders Ranges a n d di covered 
Lake Eyre. Subsequent journe y s r v ) d Lake 
Torrens, Lake Eyre South, Lak e Fr om 
Callabonna. He concluded that Lak ns was 
a great horseshoe shape which loop und t he 
north end of the Flinders Rang es. 

In 1990 Warren Bonython walked t h 
of Eyre's mythical horseshoe lake , o 
the reality was a string of seven mo 
unconnected lakes stretching from L k 
to Lake Freme. His illustrated add r 
describe that epic walk which he und 
alone, covering 900 kilometres over p riod of 
6 months, in a carefully planned jour n y . 

25 October - Visit and afternoon tea - Cummin s Historical 

Sunday 
House 

'Cummins', the family home of the Morph e t ts was 
built in 1842, and is now controlled by the 
National Trust. Sir John Morphett was one of 
the State's first settlers and played a major 
role in its establishment. Morphettville, 
Morphett street and Morphett Vale are named 
after him. 

Cicely Jennings will lead a guided tour of the 
house and grounds starting at 2.00pm. Members 
are asked to make their own transport 
arrangements and to pay at the door. 
Cost $3.50. Please notify our Secretary Andrew 
Peake to indicate numbers, if intending to go. 

ADDRESS Sheoak Avenue, NOVAR GARDEN 
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16 November - Members' Night 
Monday An interesting night is developing for our 

November meeting. The theme for this members' 
night is "The War Against Japan in 1942", when 
we will hear some accounts of their experiences 
and see static displays of memorabilia from the 
war. It will be a mixture of light and serious 
stories, and will add to the numerous events 
this year which have marked the fiftieth 
anniversary of that crucial year. 

A rapid-fire meeting of six or so speakers is 
promised to fill the usual one hour of 
presentations. The speakers will be ex-service 
men and women, as well as civilians who 
contributed to the war effort. Any person who 
has not yet contacted the co-ordinator David 
Rogers, is still welcome (Ph 379 4613). 

It is expected this important meeting will make 
a significant contribution to the oral history 
collection of the war at the Mortlock Library. 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held on 
the third Monday of each month in the Burnside Community 
Centre at 8.00pm, unless an alternative time or venue is 
notified. 

* * * * * 
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THE ROLE OF HISTORY IN THE EVUCATION OF HUMANS 
Meeting, 18.th May, 1992 VIL flaM.y Penny 

For our holiday meeting we had a wonderful talk by Dr 
Harry Penny. Dr Penny, who has been an educationalist since 
1922, charmed and inspired us with his ideas on how we should 
use history as a means of educating humans. 

He gave us a thought provoking list of ideas about "What 
history is" and "What history is not"! History is not learn
in the date, place and whatever of a happ~ning - tha t is an 
exercise in memory training. History is learning abou t an 
experience that can teach us what to do, or what not to do 
during our lives. Some useful quotes were given - "The wise 
man learns from his own experience, the fool not ev en from 
that", "The fool won't be told", and a quote by Ald ous Huxley -
"Men do not learn enough from history". Ex_amples of that are 
the current situations with the Serbs and Croat s , t h Irish 
and the British, and lots more! 

Dr Penny then discussed "Empires". Empires _we r built by 
the Persians, Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, Napoleon, Britain, 
(the sun never sets on the British Empire), the U. S . A. and 
Japan, and indeed the well-known names who have h lped to 
ruin Australia in the 1980s. The stupidity of s om one's 
wanting too much is evident from the ultimate f ailures of 
those empires. 

Depressions and recessions were talked about nex t. Dr Penny 
then asked why economists and powers-that-be say ''When wi ll 
the next one occur?" instead of "How can we prevent another 
one from occurring?" 

Dr Penny talked about . the advancement in ''weaponry". When 
the only weapons were sticks and stones, not much harm could 
be done, but since metal was first produced 7,000 years ago, 
weaponry has caused mammoth destruction and sorrow. "Humans 
have become cleverer and cleverer instead of wiser and wiser." 

Now global warming threatens the continuation of the world 
as we know it, and the existence of humans. Help can come 
from a stronger and better informed, vehement public. We 
must change the way of the world and its people, otherwise 
we are heading for disaster. 

Dr Penny thought one of the greatest achievements in the 
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world of today is the greater place given to women, also 
major improvements in health care. Bigotiies and prejudices 
against the coloured races are gradually lessening. 

All major problems in the world are created by humans. 
From one billion people making up the world population in 
1830, the world population is now 5.7 billion, and increas
ing at an alarming rate, as are pollution and the pres&ure 
on the world's resources. 

Back to empires briefly - concentration of the press in 
too few hands is another form of empire building with all 
sorts of associated dangers. 

Dr Penny concluded with the observation that the science 
of physics was very satisfactory because formulae are fixed 
and answers can all be calculated, and then he went on to 
say all good thinking is scientific thinking. One should de
fine the problems, assemble the facts, produce some likely 
answers, test the ~esults and if faulty, start again. 

History tells stories which illustrate the results of 
certain actions and decisions, and the reader-learner is 
thrust upon his own resources to come to a useful conclusion 
from the information. 

At the end of the evening J felt as if I had been in a 
class with a superb teacher, which was an enjoyable ex
perience. 

Janet Reid. 
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PETER WAITE'S VISION 
Meeting, 15.th June., 1991 - Vic. Alan Jenn,ing~ 

Peter Waite, b. 1834; came from a well-connected farming 

family in Kirkaldy, Fifeshire, Scotland, and the Elder 

family, of SA fame, came from the same area. Alexander 

Elder came to SA in 1839, followed by other members of his 

family. Joanna Elder was to marry Robert Barr Smith. 

Obviously influenced by the Elders, Peter Waite and his 

two older brothers migrated to SA, Peter arriving in 1859, 

aged 25. He joined his brother, James, at Pandappa Station 

(near Terowie) which James held in conjunction with Elder, 

Stirling and Co., and in 1862 Peter took over an adjoining 

station, Paratoo in conjunction with Thomas Elder. When 

James Waite was drowned, Peter took over from him. Other 

stations were acquired, and so one thing led to another . 

Peter's highly innovative methods of animal husbandry 

were so successful that 15 years after his arrival, when 

aged 40, he had control of 260,000 sheep. In partnership 

with Thomas Elder and others, he was to become a very 

wealthy man. He had a variety of business interests, and 

was Chairman of Directors of Elder, Smith & Co. for 33 years. 

In 1864 Peter's fiancee of seven years came to SA from 

Scotland to marry him. She was Matilda Methuen whose 

father owned a successful herring-curing business with 

branches throughout Scotland. 

Peter and Matilda had 8 children of whom 2 sons and 3 

daughters reached adulthood. In 1877 they bought the 

house at Urrbrae, and more or less demolished and rebuilt 

it in 1889/91, even making provision for electricity (gener

ated by a steam engine and, later, by a windmill) and re

frigeraton with underground coldrooms. The house became 

a focal point of many social activities including hunt club 

meets. Peter was able to indulge in his hobby of collecting 

paintings, including 31 Streetons. 

In 1885 the Waites' elder son, James, aged 18, went to 

England to study engineering and settled permanently in a 

successful business'. His daughter was the Waites' only 

grandchild. 

Their other son, David, died at sea in 1913, and it was 
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at this stage that Peter Waite, realising that there wes 

no-one to carry on after him, thought to bequeath Urrbrae 

and the surrounding 54 hectares to the University, part for 

agricultural research, and part for a public park. 

In letters to the Government and to the University, Peter 

gave the following explanation -

... ... / have been much influenced by the wonderful work our 

agriculturists and pastoralists have accomplished hitherto in face of 

the very great odds they have had to meet. With comparatively little 

scientific training they have placed our wheat, wool and fruits in the 

highest estimation of the world; our sheep have been brought to such 

perfection that they are sought after not only by all the sister States, 

bur by South Africa. Our agricultural machinery has been found 

good enough even for the Americans to copy; and our farming 

methods have been accepted by the other States as the most up-to-date 

and practical for Australian conditions. We have now reached a 

point when it behoves us to call science to our aid to a greater extent 

than hitherto has been done, otherwise we cannot hope to keep in the 

forefront. 

In the meantime he had given 45 hectares of land west of 

Waite Road for an agricultural high school. He also, in 

1915, bought the Claremont estate (21 hectares) and Netherby 

estate (45 hectares) and gave these to the University, as 

well as an endowment of shares in Elder, Smith & Co. to 

supply a perpetual source of income. 

Peter and Matilda both died in 1922 and Urrbrae House and 

the rest of the bequest were handed over in 1923, research 

work starting in 1925, and teaching for degrees of Bachelor 

and Master of Agricultural Science starting in 1930. The 

Waite Agricultural Research Institute rapidly gained an 

international·reputation for the quality of its research, 

and many of its graduates have achieved worldwide distinc

tion. Eminent scientists fr.om overseas have visited the 

Waite for consultative visits, or for longer visits for 

collaborative research. 

Dr Jennings said it would be impossible to cover all the 

areas covered by the Waite's research. Research is on an 

international basis covering such aspects as sustainable 

agriculture, caring for environment, improving nutritional 
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quality of foodstuffs, eliminating use of pesticides through 
biological control, provision of pure water - an unending 
list! 

In plant breeding many new cereal varieties have been 
introduced. Increased production has always been the aim 
as well as that of producing disease-resistant plants~ re
sistance to rust in wheat, etc., with the hope that a plant 
will be sufficiently resistant so as not to need to be 
sprayed with fungicides and/or pesticides. 

New methods have cut down breeding time of new varieties 
of cereals from 10 years to less than 5 years. Herbicide
resistant crops are being researched with the hope that 
future crops - can be sprayed with weed-killers which will not 
harm the crops. 

Another study is the biological control of insects. 

And so the list goes on ..•.... 

Dr Jennings contends that no other benefactor has done 
so much for South Australia (many other institutions also 
benefitted from his generosity): not only South Australia, 
but the whole world reaping the rewards of Waite's vision. 

Late in life Peter Waite was offered a knighthood, but he 
refused it. The offer should have come much earlier! 

Urrbr~e .lf..':'use.:.,,:; ~ 
1992 .,:-: ·. ·-··. ··, . ~ 
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Rosemary Brown. 

IN MEMORIAM - JEAN GRUND 

Jean Grund who died on 13th June 1992, is possibly 
unknown to many of today's members, but in our Society's 
early days when our attention was almost rivetted on our 
own community, she was a mine of information for us. 
Although never a Burnside resident she was one of our 
very early members. She was a great grand-daughter of 
Peter Anderson, the Scot from East Lothian, who became 
the first tenant farmer of Burnside Farm on 11 September 
1840. It was she and her sister Marion (Min) who, after 
much probing of often disinterested other Anderson 
descendents, put together the family tree and began to 
gather the myriad of threads from which a family history 
is woven. 

Jean was born at Kybybolite in 1910, the third of six 
children of Walter• and Ethel Bartram. Throughout her 
life she lived in several locations, including 
Andamooka. She became a prolific letter writer, 
corresponding widely, and a hoarder of books and 
newspaper clippings. After developing a flair for floral 
arrangements she became a judge at Adelaide and several 
country shows, and frequently provided the floral 
arrangements at Government House functions . The Field 
Naturalists' and Wildlife Society included her amongst 
their foundation members. 

In the 1980's she began a major project - the 
photographing of all the buildings in the City of 
Burnside, a streetscape like the old city guide books of 
last century. 

She was one of our Society's early speakers - her 
subject, of course, Peter Anderson. In a more recent 
presentation in April 1990, she was one of several of his 
descendents, each reading different Selections from his 
Farm Journal. 

Bill Mason 
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THE TALISKER MINE ANO SILVERTON 
Meeting, 20.th Jul.y, 1992 Mir. Pdvz. Mw.uvted 

Peter Mussared's particular interest in the Talisker Mine 
and the nearby town of Silverton on the Fleurieu Peninsula 
stems from the fact that some of his forebears worked there. 

The mine, near Cape Jervis, was in operation between 1862 
and 1872. The ore was discovered by Don and J ohn McLeod 
who were looking for gold, but found an outcrop of silver 
and lead. 

The McLeods came to SA from the Isle of Skye in Scotland 
where their home and property was called Talisker. They 
were driven off their land during the "clearances" by the 
McLeans. They migrated to SA, and when the silver-lead 
mine became a realitiy, they named it Talisker. In the ten 
years of its operation, 890 tons of silver-lead, valued at 
.f.46,000, were produced. 

In 1988 Peter prepared a paper for the Depertment of 
Mines on the social history of Silverton and Talisker as a 
bi-centennial project. At our meeting he took us back to 
those years with the help of slides and an overhead pro
jector. 

He listed many names in case some were known to the 
audience. One was John Wrathall Bull, one of the original 
owners of land in Glen Osmond, and a figure in the develop
ment of winemaking there. Bull owned the land on which the 
ore was was found on Fleurieu Peninsula. 

) 

) 

We heard a recording of one of the songs popular at the 
time. It was indeed a mournful story of a soldier who was 
near death and pining for his mother whom he adored. Such 
sentiment would be hard to find these days. 

Although work in the mines would have been hard, it was 
an adventure for the men. After work they probably had 
drinks at the "pub". Then they had their lodge gatherings. 
~~at did the women have? Probably constant child bearing, 
and hard work to cook, clean and wash in primitive con
ditions. It was usual for women to decorate the hall for 
lodge meetings and to provide supper. I hope there was an 
occasional dance to provide some levity. 

For children I imagine the entertainment was in the form 
of community picnics, with races and competitive games. 
The Band of Hope would have provided Bible reading and hymn 
singing for all, and the church would have played a major 
role in providing help with the life of the community. 

Life was hard as the houses were primitive - water was a 
great problem, as contamination from arsenic in the water 
even affected the milk from goats who had eaten grass watered 
with it. There were numerous deaths, especially children. 

The mine was forced to close as it became unprofitable. 
The men had not been paid.for two months - some were lucky 
enough to be compensated by wealthy mine owners in Burra, 
where they found work. The night the mine closed down, the 
hotel was burned to the ground - probably as an act of re-
venge. The publican died in an accident a month later. 

In the absence of today's red tape, the hotel was e·stab- · There: was certainly great trauma in those days - as there 
lished very quickly, and a very worthwhile town was ·sur--:~ •" I , seeµis to :!1a\e been at all times_ln;~~istory ! 
veyed and built soon afterwards, even with a school fo}J',: ·" , . ! 1 / . 1eter1 ~.s- ~1::11psared grandpareri(~ere the first couple to 
adult night classes. The children's school._ haa .80 pupils . -~ Q b~

0 
married in the local Cpurch of England: a long time 

felt that 
modesty. 
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r-',' ~ · ' i i,.· -- ~ I la-t~r ' his stepbr~t~er: became the Rector of the Church of 
,{··· ifL .. ·_- , JMfo_gland \C D_~_lannf~~·~ w_hich is .the present name of Silverton . 

......__ ~ ---~-:!~---· : ·· ~-; .· -~-._i.:·(_. .>-·! . : ,-;-~~- Janet Reid . 

~ ~-- ·.:(~-

'1_,.-, ~ ,~~-··,:.>~:~-::-
' , 1 • ~K-jf,9~ • •-~-Aw,;' . 
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HISTORY OF BELAIR NATIONAL PARK - Dr. JOHN HUNWICK. 

Our August meeting was addressed by Dr. John 
Hunwick, a lecturer at Flinders University, and 
a dedicated champion of the cause of na~ional 
parks. 

Belair National Park celebrated 
in December,1991. At the time of its 
South Australians were ahead of most 
in their awareness of the need to 
natural environment. 

its Centenary 
establishment, 

of the world 
preserve the 

The area was called Government Farm from the 1840s, 
having been acquired by the Government without 
payment, in contravention of its own laws. It 
was used as an experimental botanic park, a place 
for resting police horses, and the site for a 
summer residence for the Governor, which cost 
1600 pounds, and included an indoor swimming pool! 

In the 1880s, the idea of cash crops of trees 
appealed to the Government, and a stand of Pin us 
Radiata was planted. (These provide no habitat 
for native birds, and spread insidiously into 
areas of eucalypts. Efforts to eradicate this 
species from the park, and other Hills areas, 
are now continuing.) 

Various people agitated for and contributed towards 
the establishment of the park in the 1880s. 
However, there were conflicts. Walter Gooch, a 
Belair resident, wanted a recreation .park for 
the citizens, and the Field Naturalists Society 
wanted an unspoiled area retained as a haven for 
native fauna and flora. One Arthur Robin had 
ideas of emulating parks in America such as 
Yellowstone. The Government of the day still wanted 
to control i:t, and when the area was proclaimed 
a National Park, it established a Commission 
representing all interests to do so. 
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As people started to visit the park in numbers, 
t he conflict heated up, and Mr. Dixon, one of 
t he Commissioners, and a Field Naturalists man, 
r esigned and took his ideas to Kangaroo Island 
a nd established Flinders Chase, far from the 
madding crowds, and more successful in his view 
a ccordingly. 

I n Belair National Park, recreation for the people 
r uined the preservation aspect. Few people wanted 
t o go there, just to study nature. With no sporting 
f acilities the main offshoot of picnicking was 
d rinking and drunkenness, and a small gaol was 
built in the park, so that the policeman could 
l ock up trouble-makers "on site" rather than having 
t o take them to Blackwood cells, thereby leaving 
t he others to create more havoc! The need for 
o ther fr,rms of relaxation led to the construction 
o f tennis courts, ovals, shelter sheds and 
e ventually a kiosk. The Government could charge 
f or the use of these, to raise necessary revenue 
f or their management. 

Wi th the ad vent of the motor car, roads had to 
b e built. In earlier days, people rode horses 
t o the gate, and walked in the park, but later 
t hey brought the horses by float, and then rode 
t hem in the park, thereby further defeating the 
o bject of preserving native flora. Eventually, 
a golf course was built, and areas of rare orchids 
a nd other plants were destroyed. 

J ohn's view of the sequence of events was far 
f rom complimentary. 

We saw some interesting slides of activities in 
t he Edwardian era horsedrawn vehicles with up 
t o sixteen passengers travelling up the steep Belair 
Road, people playing cricket, and foot races at 
c ompany staff picnics. 

Janet Reid. 
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ADELAIDE 

1992 is the two hundredth anniversary of the birth of Queen 
Adelaide, so now is an interesting time to consider the origin of the 
name of our State capital. 

The story of the founding of Adelaide has been well documented, 
and is well known. However the name of the city is generally said 
to have been imposed by the then King - William IV. That is not 
entirely correct as is shown in a letter written by H. Taylor the 
King's Secretary. Actually, as the letter clearly shows, the first 
Governor desig:p.ate, John Hindmarsh, had proposed the town bear 
either the name of the King William (-town or -burgh?) or that of 
his Queen - Adelaide - and sought the King's approval to use one or 
the other. 

The original letter is in the possession of a Victorian philatelist who 
displayed it at the philatelic exhibition held at Wayville Showgrounds 
during the 1986 sesqui-centenary. The illustration opposite is my 
copy of that letter. The set out is fairly accurate but the letter 
shapes are only approximate. 

Glenelg, as the name of that city, arose from Governor Hindmarsh 
naming the plains enclosed by the Mt Lofty foothills the "Glenelg 
Plains". We normally think of them as the Adelaide Plains. That 
must have been his first administrative action - possibly unlawfully 
as it was done while he stood on the deck of "Buffalo" before he had 
taken oath of office. 

Bill Mason 
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SUBURB NAMES IN BURNSIDE 

This new publication was researched by our Vice-President 
John Clark, and edited and printed by the Burnside Library. 
It contains the origins of 23 suburbs within the Burnside 
Council. Previous editions of this Newsletter described 
the origins of the oldest suburb - Beaumont (September 
1991) and Wattle Park (March 1992). This edition will 
feature Toorak Gardens. 

TOORAK GARDENS 

Large properties in 
the area before 
subdivision: 

Earlier Subdivision 
Names: 

Origin of Earlier 
Names: 

Origin of Present Name: 

When Subur~ acquired 
its present name: 

Andrew Ferguson's farm which was 
named 'Monreith' was originally 
leased from The South Australian 
Company and then purchased in 1857. 

'Attunga' was built by B.Burfield 
and sold later to .von Rieben, to 
subsequently become Burnside 
Memorial Hospital in 1944. 

Monreith Estate was subdivided in 
1883. 

Toorak: the name used for the 
original subdivision in 1914. 

The northern part was previously 
part of Rose Park. 

Monreith, a town in Great Britain, 
was the original home of Andrew 
Ferguson 

Laid out by the developers 
Jackman and Treloar, as an upper 
class suburb, and given the same 
name as the upper class Melbourne 
suburb. 

The word 'Toorak' is an aboriginal 
work meaning variously 'Ti-Tree 
springs','swamps', or'springs'. 

1917 (approx.) 

Sources of Information: The Paddocks Beneath.p 294 ff 

What's in a name? p 220 

Government Gazette, 20 Feb 41 
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TOORA·K GARDENS 

To preserve the ideals underlying the 
planning out · and developing of Toorak 
Gardens, and to protect its individuality, 
each purchaser of land will be required 
to subscribe to the following building 
conditions:-

( a) Every home, be it Bungalow or 
Mansion, must be built of either 
brick, stone, or concrete. 

( b) ;,,linimum cost of any home (ex
ciuding land to be £650. 

(c) Each home must have at least a 
frontage of 60 feet and provide 
not: less than 25 feet of space 
from building to front fence 

(d) The whole area tu perp~tually re
main purely residential. 

Suc:h restrictions ensure the land main
taining and steadily increasing in value. 

PARSONS & WILCOX 
I CURHIE STREET 

J. H . Shcrriui: .t Co. , AtlchliUc-r~ 

Advertising Brochure June 1923 
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MEMORIES OF 
THE HOUSE THAT WAS 'STONYFELL' 

The advertisment caught my eye across the breakfast table. It was on the 
first page of the Business Section of The Advertiser - an unusual place to 
advertise an open inspection I thought. But it was the memories brought to mind 
by the name 'Stonyfell' which held my attention long enough to register the 
phrase 'Open today 1.30 - 3.CX)'. 

I had not been inside the old house since its contents, accumulated over 
more than a century, had been sold off at a family auction in the 1970's. What 
would it be like aft~r nearly twenty years? Would I be able to recapture the 
ambience which had been such an important influence as I grew up in the 1920's 
and l 930's? I resolved to find the answers to these questions that aftemnoon. 

Aooroaching the back of the house down the new driveway off Gandy's 
Gully Ro~d, the fir;t recognisable structure was a little two-storey brick building, 
standing on its own, which was once linked to the kitchen by a huge trellis 
supporting a currant vine. The lower floor then housed the dairy with its cream 
separator and butter chum. The separator stood on a slate bench-top and its large 
wooden crank handle set in motion a silky smooth mechanism which ran with a 
quiet and soothing hum while it produced the raw material for the churn. Upstairs, 
m the iru1t loit, racks oi apples and pears would be turned over lovingly, m the 
autumn, by my great grandmother, Mary, and the ripe ones brought inside for 
eating or cooking. 

"Sl'ONYFEll HOUSE' 

. REMINDER 
ONE OF ADEWDE'S FI~EST HOMES -

IS OPEN TODAY 1.30~3.00 
. EWERS REAL ESTAn:, 324 The Parade, Kensington 31 4755. 

•NII Robin 1\lrner 332 2301, Ucensed Agents. 
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The vine-covered trellis and the old kitchen with its wood-burning range_ 
blue enamel saucepans and scubbed wooden tabletops, are gone. So too ;re th~ old 
'schoolroom' and the 'maid's' room which had been built in 1838 or 1839, 
probably by Richard Borrow to house his head quarryman. In their place a kidney
shaped swimming pool, a family living room and modem kitchen provide the 
amenities expected of a 1990's house. 

Walking along the south side of the house, I began to refresh my 
childhood memories when I reached the turret window which lights the old dining 
room still glazed with the curved panes imported by my great grandfather Joseph. 
I imagine that he ordered them while in England with Mary on their honeymoon 
trip in 1866 because their eldest child, my grandfather Henry, was born in Tower 
House on Beaumont Common which Joseph had rented in 1867 while 'Stonyfell' 
was being enlarged to house their anticipated family. It may well have been 
further extended at vanous tJmes over the next twenty years dunng which Mary 
bore ten more children. 

The lovely sunny west-facing verandah evoked more memories: of Sundav 
afternoons when a seemingly random selection of grown-ups exchanged family · 
news over cups of tea dispensed by my great aunt Patty and the children were 
given home-baked biscuits and the run of the large garden. 

Access to the house was through 
" ... .... .. .... ........ .. ..... .... two great cedar doors 
Their edges leadlighted, cold slate on the f1oor." 

The doors are still there but the slates have been silenced under a wall-to-wall 
carpet. Inside I glimpsed on the left the trappings of a young yachtsman in the 
bedroom once occupied by great Uncle Tom, himself sometime part-owner with 
T. C. Angove and R. H. Martin of the ocean-going yacht 'Stormy Petrel' long 
since wrecked in Snug Cove, Kangaroo lsland. Opposite, a doorway leads mto 
the drawing room at whose windows once hung red velvet curtains of such 
opulence that the secret of their cost died with my great grandfather in 190L 
When I was young the west wall between the shuttered windows overlooking the 
verandah wa5 dominated by a large portrait of Mary's mother, Caroline Clark of 
'Hazelwood'. I believed then that it had always hung there, but it is more likely 
that Mary acquired it when the contents of 'Hazelwood' were distributed after the 
death of her sister Emily in 191 I. Nowadays it hangs in the hallway of Ayers 
House. 
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Further along there was once 
" ................... .. .in the midst of the hall 
A wide cedar table against the wall 
A boxful of letters whose contents were read 
Long before I was born, the senders long dead. 
A shotgun, dull gleaming, was hung just above 
A box full of walking sticks, drawers full of gloves." 

and through the next door on the leit another bedroom leading to the ultimate 
modem amenity - a spa bath en suite. I tried to imagine what Aunt Patty would 
have thought of a spa bath! 

As I had expected. the old house and its surrounding have been changed so 
dramatically since my last visit that• Stonyfell' now exists only in the memories 
of those like my cousin John, the author of the lines quoted, who lived there as a 
boy in the 1950's or who, like me, visited it on Sundays for tea and occasionally 
for a meal at the long table in the dining room. These memories are admirably 
captured in the opening lines of John's poem 'Stonyfell' -

'They are with me always 
Those cool dark hallways 
In the house my childhood loved. 

Dark brown smells of polished floors 
Lavender bags behind wooden doors 
Stacks of plates and cups that shone 
Even when the light had gone ........ . 
The silver teapot, the silver spoons 
Suggestions of tea in the afternoons." 

I came away knowing that I must become reconciled to the realisation that 
the house and garden that were the' Stonyf ell' of my boyhood have been 
transformed since then into the • Stonyfell House' of today. 
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Jim Crompton 
July 1992 

EIGHTY YEARS AGO - 1912 

Wattle Day - and 
blossom official 

. ' / 
• • I 

....... ~_,,.. 

Sept I. The wattle blossom will he 
our national nower. The Prime 
Minister, Andrew Fisher, said in 
Adelaide today that the Dower 

'. would be incorporated in Austral
·, ia's coat of arms, along with the 
kangaroo and emu. Wattle Day has 
been celebrated all over. the country 
this weekend. Last year, Australia 
attacked South African plans to, use 
wattle, an import, to represent it on 
King George Y's coronation stole. 

Mr Fisher took the occasion to
day to promote what he described 
as "subordinate nationalism", in 
which the Dominion would cooper
ate heartily with the mother coun
try in matters concerning the Com
monwealth .. This could also help 
maintain peace. 

1912 FASHION 

Anyone for tennis? The latest 
fashion for this popular sport . 

• 



·-· SEYMOUR COLLEGE 
546 Portrush Road, Glen Osmond , S.A. 5064 

Telephone 379 0011 Fax 379 9796 

17 August 1992 

To the Members of the Burnside Historical Society 
c/- Andrew Peake (Secretary) 

On Wednesday, 16th September, Seymour College (formerly Presbyterian Girls College) is holding 
its Heritage Walks. The walks are open to anyone interested in learning about the College's 
history and viewing the extensive grounds and beautiful buildings. 

You are invited to participate in this annual occasion which has delighted visitors for years. 

Student-led tours will take visitors through National Trust-listed buildings, botanic gardens and 
"Oodnadatta" - the College museum which contains rare and delightful 'memorabilia' depicting the 
past 70 years of PGC/Seymour College. 

There is no cost to participate in the walks and a light lunch and afternoon tea will be provided at 
the modest cost of $2 and $1 respectively. Tours start at 11am from the Gate House (just inside 
the front entrance on Portrush Road). Parking within College grounds will be provid~. 

Yours sincerely 

~~ 
REPLY SLIP - Seymour College Heritage Walk, Wednesday 16th September 

Name: ______________________________ _ 

Telephone Number: 

Pref erred Tour Time: 11am 12.45pm 2.00pm 

Number attending the tour: 

Please return this slip to: Wendy Barry 
Seymour College 

546 Portrush Road GLEN OSMOND SA 5064 
Telephone: (08) 379 0011 Facsimile (08) 379 9796 

Seymour College - More than just an education 



The exhibition located in the 
Southern Gallery, 1st Floor, 
Adelaide Town Hall, will be 
open to the public from 
Friday 14 August, to 
Friday, 13 November 1992. 
Featuring memorabilia, which 
includes prints, paintings 
photographs and i terns from the 
Civic Collection, this display 
will graphically depict the life 
and times of this gentle and 
gracious Queen. 

In celebration of this 
Bicentenary, the Queen Adelaide 
Room will remain open on 
Friday, 14 August from 10.00 am 
to 4.00 pm for the public to view 
her possessions, held in trust by 
the City that bears her name. 


