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DURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIE'l'Y INC . 

O13J EC'l'IVES 

P.O. Box 1 52 
GLENSIDE, S.A. 5065 

The objectives of the Society s h all be: 

(a) to arouse interest in and to promote th e study and 
discussion of Australian and South Australian hi s tory, 
and in particular the history of the City of Uurn s ld c; 

(b) to promote the collection, recording, preser.vaLi o n a nd 
classification of works, source materi al and arllf cts 
of all kinds relating to Burnside history; 

(c) to assist in the protection and preservation L 
buildings, works and sites of hi s torical sig rdLJ c.:a nce 
in the City of Burnside; 

(d) to co-operate with similar societi es and ol h l bodies 
throughout Australia; 

(e) to do all such other things as are co nducive o~ 
incidental to the attainment of the above I j' Lives or 
any of them. 

OFFICE DEARERS FOR 1991 - 1992 

PRESIDEN'I': 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

SECHETARY: 

'l'HEASUHER: 

COMMIT'l'EE: 

EDITORIAL SUB
COMMITTEE 

Mr Richard House 

Mr John Clark 

Mr David Reid 

Mr David Rogers 

Mr Keith Batt 
Mrs Lucille Haddy 
Mrs Peggy House 
Mrs Barbara Parker 
Mrs Margaret Sando 
Mrs Evelyn White 

Mrs Barbara Parker 
Mrs Rosemary Brown 
Mrs Janet Reid 
Miss Janet Clark 

* * * * * 

(379 -9 0.l ) 

(37 9-53 78) 

COVER The Adelaide Children's Hospital 
The Angus and Campbell Duildings, named after two of the 
hosp ital's early benefactors. Artist: Scott Hartshorne 

17 June 
Monday 

PROGRAM 1991 

"Rural Settlement in the Adelaide Hills" 
Mr Gordon Young's talk is based on a book he wro te 
in conjunction with the late Mr Jim Fau l l. Members 
may recall a previous day trip to Macclesfield l e d 
by Mr Faull. 

Mr Young is Senior Lecturer in Architecture in the 
Department of the Built Environment at the 
University of South Australia, and the author of 
many publications. 

23 June Visit to Ferguson Conservation Park 
During 1991 South Australians are cel e brating the 

Sunday centenary of the dedication of Belair National 
Park, and the establishment of the National Parks 

Lmn system in South Australia. As part of the 
celebrations the Friends of Ferguson Park have 
invited members of the Burnside Historical Society 
and their friends to join them for a guided walk 
around Ferguson Park, stonyfell . Guides will 
discuss the biological importance of this remnant 
of foothills vegetation and the history of the 
park and the neighbouring properties. Chiverton, 
formerly the home of the Ferguson family, is now 
part of st Peter's Girls' School. 

15 July 
Monday 

The walk through the park will be followed by a 
visit to St Peter's Girls' School, where a member 
of the school staff will show us the old parts of 
Chiverton. 

Meet at the entrance to Ferguson Park on th e east 
side of Hallet Road, Stonyfell, at 2.00 pm. 

"Adelaide - 'then and now' - in slides" 
Mr John Furlong and his wife share a hobby of 
photographing old and new buildings. We are 
promised an entertaining evening and opportuniti es 
for comparisons and reminiscences. 

19 August "Augustus Short, First Anglican Bishop of 
Monday Adelaide" 

Dr David Hilliard, Reader in History at Flinders 
University, has researched the early Bishops of 
Adelaide. When Augustus Short was first appointed 
Bishop of Adelaide, he lived for a time in 
Kensington and at Beaumont House, Beaumont . Ile 
had a decided input into the history of the 
Anglican Church in Adelaide, being involved in 
controversies about the site and architectural 
concepts for the new St Peters Cathedral. 
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16 Scplernlier '.!11.Lllislory o[ Two Local. Schools Monday The history of the Burnside Primary School wi il be presented in three stages : 
Mrs Margaret Preiss - the early history Mrs Edna Bayfield - the middle period to 1985 Mr Maurice Hart - the last five years . 

Dr Kerrie Davies will present the history of Rose Park Primary School . 

. 21 October "The Torrens Par)< Estate: A Social a nd Monday Architectural History " 
An illustrated talk will be given by Ken .Prei ss, B.11.S. member and Pam Oborn, Chairman of Mitch am Historical Society, authors of the above book. This 640-page book tells the story of Torrens Park !louse, its owners, their life-styles, and of those who served them. The stately home, built in 1853 for R.R.Torrens, was subsequently owned by W.W.llughes and later by Robert Barr Smith. Today it is the centre-piece of Scotch College. During the Great War it was used as a military hospital, and in World War 2 as an embarkation d epot for the RAAF. Over the past 70 years the suburb of Torrens Park has evolved from the extensive es tate wh ose gardens were described in 1877 as being" one of the prettiest in Adelaide " . 

Ten years of research and writing have gone into the production of this definitive history, due for release in August. Some of the 800 illustrations have been reproduced as slides and will be shown during the talk. 

27 October Walking Tour of Mitcham and Scotch Co llege _(_previously Torrens Park) Sunday Meet at the Mitcham Craft Centre at 2.00pm. The fee of $5.00 will include a leaflet, afternoon L...mn tea, and a donation to Scotch College for the preservation of the theatre (included in the tour). This walk will climax the Monday presentation. 

8 - 10 November Weekend visit to Robe Plans are underway for a visit to the very interesting town of Robe, South Australia . A comfortable coach will leave Burnside at 5.00pm on Friday, 8 November . Accommodation and meals will be at the Robe Hotel. Saturday will be spent visiting historic places of interest, hosted by local National Trust members . The return journey will commence late on Sunday morning, with a lunch stop en route. 

COST: Definite cost details later - possibly $145 
ORGANISER: Lucille lladdy - Telephone 332 3004 Interested persons are invited to notify or telephone Lucille. 

2 

18 November "My Early 1\ncestors" 
Short presentations by members who can trace their ancestors back to the early days of South Australia. 

MEETINGS of the Burnside lli storica l Society are held on the third Monday of each month in t h e Burnside Community Centre at 8.00pm, unless an alternative time or venue i s notifi ed. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Annual me mber s hip s ubscriptions are due and may be paid at the next meeting or posted to the Treasurer: 

Mr David Rogers 
P.O. Box 152 
GLENSIDE SA 5065 

SPECIAL THANKS 

subscriptions 
$8 single 
$12 family 

The President's Report acknowledges the work of retiring committee members, and the areas in which they served the Burnside Historical Society. Special thanks are extended to Meredith Ide and Irma Steele for the hours of work involved in producing each edition of the Newsletter. The high standard set i s appreciated. 

The task of incoming Editor is somewhat daunting, especially as the publication dates draw near. I am grateful for the continuing interest and assistance of Rosemary Brown and Janet Reid regarding the contents; to David Reid who manages the printing, and to Janet Clark who has undertaken the re s ponsibility for distribution. 
We are interested in hearing the views of members, and offer the vehicle of the Newsletter to share those views. Do members value published reports of meetings? 
In this edition the Society's Objectives have been printed inside the front cover. In a later edition we p l an to print the up - to-date cumulative index. To compliment that, we have compiled a master file of all previous editions, so that members may have access to previous items of interest. 

Barbara Parker 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

3 



BllltNSIDE IIISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1990/1991 

It is with plt:asure that I can now announce that we have completed ten years of 
existence. 

., .,,, ,, 

We have had an active year, but our special occasion was the meeting and party 
that was held on 18th June when Coralie Soward cut the anniversary cake. It 
was through the initiative of Coralie, when she was Mayor of Burnside, that a 
public meeting was held on 19th June 1980 and that subsequently the society was 
brought into existence. This anniversary occasion was also joined by many other 
people who had been present on that former occasion, including Elizabeth 
Warburton the author of our local history The Paddocks Beneath. Prior to the 
party the meeting was addressed by Ron Gibbs who had also been present ten 
years ago and who gave a synopsis of what had happened on the local history 
scene over the past ten years, and then I gave a short history of the Burnside 
Historical Society. 

Mcmhcrship 

As usual during the year our main acllvtly has been the regular monthly 
meetings, and these have shown a noticeable increased average attendance from 
46 last year to 54 this year. The maximum attendance was 72 and the minimum 
was 38. Quite what it is that we have done to cause this increase will never be 
known, but the fact that it has happened must indicate satisfaction among 
me111l>ers. 

I think this is particularly gratifying as we are a society of non academics whose 
primary (though not sole) reason for existence is self entertainment. 

Membership increased from 177 to 183 during the year, which although sounding 
like only a small change docs in fact result from quite a number of resignations, 
but even more new members joining. 

During the year we had ten of our regular monthly meetings in the Burnside 
Community Centre, and continue to offer our thanks to the Burnside Council for 
1ht.: use of this frt.:e facility. Three of 1he meetings had a pure Burnside flavour -
namely the presentation of extracts from Peter Anderson's journals by our 
member l3ill Mason, the talks about the histories of Gartrell Memorial Church 
and Knoxville Jubilee Bible Church, and the talk about Rose Park and Dulwich. 
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Adelaide s_ubject~ included the rustorics of the Botanic Gan.lens, and the Gillman 
are_a, and m particular the history of Queen Adelaide given by Dorothy Howie 
w?ich :vas foll~wcd by the delightful demonstration of Victorian dancing by the 
V1clonana Society. 

!"feelings which_ took us overseas, if only in spirit, were the talks about Christmas 
Ill other c?untnes, and the adventurous holiday that our member Elsie Ahrens 
had v~yagrng to Sub Antarctica. We also had guided visits through the Adelaide 
Botaruc Gardens and St Peter's Cathedral. 

And of course WC had our tenth birtl1day ) b ' J • cc c ration w 11ch I have already 
mentioned. 

Outside Visits 

Apart from our outside visits to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens and Sl Peter's 
Cathedral, w~ had our_ second weekend away. Following 011 from the success of 
the w~ckend ill Burra m 1989, we took the risk of planning for another weekend 
away m 1990, and were 011:e again able to use the able resources of Greg Drew 
from the Depart~ent of Milles who took on visits through Kadina, Wallaroo and 
Moonta. The roam flavour _was m_ines, but we also had the chance to appreciate 
other aspects of the lo:al history Ill that region. Accommodation was provided 
at the Sonburn Lodge m a pleasant and traditional style. 

O_uhr thanks go lo Debbie Southwood who organised the weekend in conjunction 
wit Greg Drew. 

Plaques 

~nfortunatcly the planned c~cclion of a further commemorative road side plaque 
did n?t actual take place dunng our last financial year, but even belier things arc 
now m store because plans arc at an advanced stage for plaques lo be erected 
to commemorate Tusmore House (in Tusmore Avenue), Woodley Winery and 
the e_ntrance to the Glen Osmond Mine adit (in Dlyth Street), and Wheal 
Watkms ( on tl:c lop of the mine shaft in the loop off Wheal Gawler Street). 

The latter _twop]aq~es will hopefully be installed by the beginning of May 1991 
f~r a po_ss1ble opemng ~eremony that times with the 150th anniversary of the 
discovcn~s on the Glen Osmond hills that subscqucnlly lead lo the establishment 
of the mrnes. 
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The Tusmore and Woodley plaques arc being funded by the Burnside Council 
and the Wheal Watkins plaque will also receive a contribution from the Burnside 
Jlislorical Socidy. The Council have also indicated that they wi~ be budgeting 
for anothcr plaq uc lo be installed later this year. · 

Collllllllllity Awareness Weck 

During August we participated in the Burnside Council's Community Awareness 
Weck by establishing a small stall and display panel in the Burnside Village for 
five days. With assistance from the Burnside Public Library we had a number 
of historic Burnside photos on display, plus Newsletters and pamphlets, and the 
Street Names book. A considerable amount of interest was shown (particularly 
in the lallcr), and we also attracted a number of new members. 

We considered the exercise to have been worth while in terms of publicising 
oursdves and will probably repeat the function. My thanks go particularly lo 
David Reid for organising the display at extremely short notice, and to all those 
members who manned the stall throughout the period. 

Glen Osmond Mines Tours 

Mines tours have continued throughout the year on a more or less regular 
monthly basis on Sundays, plus the special lours for schools and special groups 
on weekdays. My particular thanks go lo Tom Richards and John Clark for their 
organisal ion al work regarding these tours . As a result of new financial 
arrangements with the Council which now give us 50% of the takings, we have 
introduced a payment of $10 per tour for the guides as a token of thanks for 
tht:ir timt: and expenses. 

We arc sorry to report the death of one of our guides Mr Doug Scott. 

Newsletter 

The Newsletter is still a successful and appreciated component of our activities, 
and my thanks go lo Meredith Ide and her Committee of helpers for the 
prt:paralion, photocopying and distribution work. Meredith Ide and Irma Steele 
have now indicated that they are no longer available to help with this publication 
and I would like lo thank them for all that they have done over the past few 
years. We now welcome Barbara Parker as the new Editor, and wish her an 
enjoyable and fruitful term in this role. 
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Walkinl! Tours 

A new walking tour is under preparation to cover the Glen Osmond area, and 
the explanatory lca0ct and map will be available _later in 1991.. ~hanks go ~o 
David Reid ·who is working on this and we are hopmg that the prmtmg costs will 
be paid by the Burnside Library. At the same time, Margaret Black has slarlcd 
on an update of the Burnside walking tour which is now ten years old and 
requires some changes as a result of demolitions and other activities in the area. 

Plans arc in hand for the conducting of all our walks over a number of 
consecutive weeks in the spring of 1991. In addition, some further research on 
the origin of all the Burnside suburb names has been started by John Clark. 

Presentations to the Burnside Library 

During the year presentations of two books were made lo the Burnside Library, 
namely Heritage of the City of Adelaide and They Built South Australia, the 
!alter of which was funded by revenue from conducting a special mines lour for 
the Institute of Engineers. This is another example of how the society can made 
contributions to the community. 

I-lcrital!e Preservation 

After some apprehension about the future of Wallie Grove which was al one 
stage the Wattle Park Teachers College, it is now pleasing to sec that the house 
has been beautifully preserved by the Southern Cross Hornes who have 
incorporated it into their new retirement village. 

Community History 

During the year, the Community History Unit of the History Trust of South 
Australia was founded, and the launching seminar was allcndcd by Elsie Ahrens 
and me. The Unit has been established so as to provide co-ordination and 
assistance between local historical societies but at this early stage it is yet lo be 
seen how it will assist our Society. 

Thanks 

Finally I should like to give particular thanks to David Rt:id as Secretary, whose 
work bas sometimes gone beyond the normal expectations of duty, and to our 
new Treasurer David Rogers. It is also with regret that we shall be losing the 
services of Irma Steele whose work on the Commillee and Newsletter has 
extended over several years. Many thanks are due to her and also lo the other 
retiring members of the Committee, Elizabeth Rogers and Debbie Southwood, 
who have contributed their services in many ways. 
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The 11-Ll:tolLtj o o :the GILLMAN AREA - Meeting o~ 18-2-91 

I found Mrs. Dorothy Pash's talk about the Gillman 
area very interesting, having recently learned some 
details of the hardships endured by Colonel Light and 
some of his surveyors. 

The story centred around Richard Gilbert Symonds, 
Dorothy's great-great-grandfather. He came to SA on 
the Cygnet in 1836 from the Portuguese island of 
Madeira, and was employed as a surveyor. He arrived 
with a wardrobe of unusual clothing and many medici
nal potions for use in medical emergencies. 

It was the habit in the early days of the colony to 
write letters in duplicate in case the original letter 
went as tray . Thus, many settlers left behind valuable 
records. Fortunately, Symonds duplicated the letters 
which he sent home to his family, and they were kept 
safely an d eventually found their way to the archives. 
It is known that notes kept on the voyage of the Cyg
net were made into "The Cygnet Chronicle," but un
fortunately the family have been unable to find any 
trace of it. 

Symonds was allocated Town Sections 302, where the 
Motor Vehicles building is now, and 393, at the west 
end of Gouger Street, and "Country" sections at 
Millunga, opposite the North Arm, the whole of Torrens 
Island, a nd Section H. on the south side of the North 
Arm, known as New Haven. 

In 1841 he married Harriet Caroline Dean, a Quaker, 
in Holy Trinity Church. His surveyor's salary was not 
high, and soon he went off to Tasmania,. to work in 
convict work stations, and later became a school teach
er. In 1849, he returned to SA where copper mining 
had made for some . prosperity . A good port was needed 
for s liipping copper ore exports, and Symonds prepared 
plans for a port to be built at New Haven, and pegged 
out s treets to be called Liverpool, Exeter, Madeira 
and similar, to remind him of his home territory. His 
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port si te was competing for Government favour with 
a site further up the river. Using funds from a 

mortgage of his Gouger Street property, he issuecl a 
prospectus for New Haven, including a reference to a 
railway from Adelaide! As things turned out, all 
public works ~ere cancelled in 1851 as a result of 
the Gold Rush to Ballarat. In due course, the other 
(present) site won out for the port, following the 
arrival of dredging equipment to improve the channel 
at that site. 

Eventually, the New llaven site was bought back by 
the Crown. There was, and still is in some circles, 
a feeling that New llaven would have been a better site. 

In his later years, Symonds taught the new skill of 
Pitman's shorthand, and book-keeping, ancl was the 
first person to teach business practice to women, in 
the 1880s. He died in 1896. 

EASTWOOD 
Wine and Ham Shop 

GLEN OSMOND ROAD. 

Chaples Hill 
Conrad's (also \V,tl,ekun's) 

Small Goods and S,tusages I 
Fresh e\'(;ry day. , 

Beef, Dripping, Lard, :rnd 
Breakrast Bacon ,llld Ham. - . ~ 

Wl:-:ES 'FO!i. INVALIDS 
a Specialty . 

1906 
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Janet Reid. 

Specialty Shop, 1906 

From "The Paddocks Beneath" 



BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

The financial statements have been circulated to this 
meeting, and will be published in the next 
news-letter. It is therefore unnecessary to read a 
line by line report. 

You will notice the statements are in a slightly 
expanded form this year. The assets of the Society are 
growing, and therefore it was felt that a Balance Sheet 
to show these assets and any liabilities should be 
added to the report. 

The balance sheet also provides a clearer 
identification of the substance of the Mines Account. 
The amount in this account has been increased by an 
appropriation of $8116.34 from the Society's surplus, 
this being the amount by which total receipts from 
tours of the Glen Osmond Mines exceeded expenditure in 
conducting those tours. 

The Committee decided to increase the deposit in South 
Aussie Bonds by an additinal $875. This has been 
arranged through the State Bank, but as documents were 
not on hand in time for audit, it was decided to make 
the financial entries in the new financial year. 

It is expected the Society's financial position will 
remain sound for the 1991/92 year, and therefore I will 
be recommending to the general meeting that 
subscriptions remain unaltered. 

David Rogers 
Treasurer 

10 

0 

0 
,-
co 

lC'I lC) 
co (\j 

{I) 0 °' 
"d r:- rn 
i::: rn :::t 
::I 

µ., 

tl 
QJ 
.µ 
cd 

...; 0 

::I °' Q 
El'-- o 
::J .:::t ·rl 

(/) C) 0 .µ 
µ:)C)'-,.(d 
H <I! ,- ·rl 
£:-< OH 
H ...; 0. 
,-l cd .µ 0 
H H cd H 
i:Q OJ 0. 
<I! Q tll P, 
'.j ~ cd cd 

.:::t 0 
:::t 0 

'° II'I 1:-N 
0 0 

(\j ,-

.:::t 0 
rn 0 

b 
r:- (\j 
co .:::t 

,-

O.:::t 
O(Y) 

II'I \0 
.µ N .:::t 
§ <=:_ co 
0 
C) 
C) 

-c,: 

{I) 
QJ 0 
Q °' Q H 
•rl '-.. 0 ::I 
::,:: .:::t ·rl 0 

0 .µ £:-< 
'-.. cd ._.., 
,- ·rl 
0 H H 

0. 0 
.µ 0 .µ 
cd H ·rl 

0. "Cl 
ti) p, OJ 
cd cd H 

u 

.:::t II 
:::t II 

II 
,- II 
0 II 

II 
- II 

(Y) II 
-w-

.:::t II 
:::t II 

• II 
II 

0 II 
,- II 

- II 
(Y) II 
-{I}-

£:-< z 
µ:i 

ffi 
E-t 
c:x: 
E-t 
Cl) 

Cl) 
~ 

~ 
0 
£:-< 
H 
A 
:::, 
<I! 

11 

bO 

~ Q <I! 
bO ·rl . 

O~H"d u 
·rl · ·rl H 
H!»cdO r.,_, 
0 Qt...; C) 
.µ cd C) r-< 
{I) P, "d cd >-, 

°' td El Cl QJ -0 C1l ,-
rl 

>, 
C) °' (1) 

,o 
QJ C) 

Q) °' DO ~1 
-0 C1l ::i ,- QJ t::: bO r--
·rl H E cu Q 

~ "d .µ .Cl ,_:i C1l 
Q C) 0 ,_J H 

H (1j cd H .µ 0 
::I cd .µ 

P:i .µ .µ ::,:: "d u u ·rl 
QJ Q Q) -0 

QJ QJ Q) .µ .µ ', ;:l , ' 
..Cl ..c: {I) {I).µ ~ <1! 
.µ Cl) QJ ,- ·rl 

H (Y) El 
(,..; (1) 0. .0 
0 C) Q) ::I ,.-._ 

~ QJ .Cl {I) -u ti) H ~.) 
(I) 

'O ~ ;j d 
H ~J .µ 0 ~ 
0 P:i ·rl cd ·rl DO 
C) -0 .µ ·rl 
(1) QJ q {I) (1j ti) 
H.Cl QJ C1l e '-" .µ p, 
"d >< {I) 0 

~ 
.µ [t] He,_. 
cd ·rl Cl 

..Cl "d (1j ·rl 
17) .µ Qt...; 
~ (1j (,..; "d 
0 .µ C1l Q 
0 H {I) cd 
.0 0 .µ {I) 

0. 0. - {I) 
OJ (1) ·rl >, "d 

.Cl H (1) .µ H 

.µ C) (1) 0 
"d Q) ·rl C) 

"d qo:: C) (1) 
Q) C1l 0 I'... 
Q (,..; (/) 

"ij . 0 {I) 
C) C) (1) ~ 
Q ..Cl 0 

>< H .µ .µ 0 
QJ Q .0 

>, QJ rH 
Q) .µ El 0 (1) 
::,. QJ QJ ..c:l 
cd ·rl .µ :J: .µ 

.Cl C) cd QJ 
0 .µ ·rl 0 

H Cl) Cl) ::,. .µ 



BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCTETY INC . 

RECEIPTS 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: 1-4-90 TO 31-3-91 

.l9.9Q EXPENDITURE .l9.9Q 

Subscriptions 1989/90 in arrears 

Subscriptions 1990/91 

Subscriptions, 1991/92 in advance 

Subscriptions, 1992/93 in advance 

Subscriptions, 1993/94 in advance 

Receipts from Historical Walks 
:::lona:;ions 

( 10) 

962.00 (623) 

280.00 (150) 

24.00 

8.00 
(-) 

66.bo 

(5) 

(-) 
( - ) 

( 12 ) 
52- = ~:- :,_ - .:.-e-· .. ·s:.e: :.2::-~~:..~sse~ :: . :: 

Stationery 
Photocopying 
P.O Box Rent 
Postage and telephone calls 
Bus hire and tour expenses 
S.A. Historical Society Sub. 
Burnside Development Plans 
Newsletter Expenses 
Supper Expenses 
Goverrunent Taxes 

51.55 (104) 
( 6) 

35.00 (30) 
144.73 (63) 

3,660.00(3, 105) 
( 1 8) 

49\13 
q16.22 

Donations 20.00 
Tapes, photographic records, etc. 73-57 
Insurance Policy, Lottery lie. 231.80 

(-) 
(36) 
(69) 
(8) 

(45) 
(28) 

(221) 
( 75 )· 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
(-) 
( - ) 

Street Name Project 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Bank Charges 
10th. Anniversary Expense 
Advertising 
Name tags 
S:= . .:..=.2.....- ::~s:.~-=-~ - =-~s - ~ 

58.50 
12.85 

118.63 
5.50 
5 . 40 

:.: - --
~ece ~?~S :~o= D~s ~c:..:__~s 
State Bank Interest, 1.6.90 
Term deposit interest 

- ,:66 . :0,32251 Sec~e~c..._-ic: ~xper.ses -: :) •.., :::::: '- ✓ u .I 

Mines to urs 
))eficit for year 

Surplus /eceipts BID 

Surplus for year 

12. 15 
133.20 

1,078.00 

( 16 ) 
(90) 

(38) 

$6,638,35(4179) 

1,705.59 

$1,705.59 
----------------

Loss : Maritime Museum Trip 
Mines tour expenses 
Surplus receipts C/D 

13.40 
231. 66 

1,705.59 

(-) 

$6,638 . 35 (4179) 

Trans. to Creditors (Bus Tour) 420.00 
Surplus on operations for year 1,285.59 

$1,705.59 
---- ------------

APPROPR IATTON ACCOUNT 

1,285.59 

$1,285.59 
======== 

Accumulated funds 
Mines Account 

439.25 
846.34 
------

$1, 285. 59 
======== 



VOYAGE TO THE SUBANTARCTIC 

MEETING - 18th March, 1991 

At our meeting Elsie Ahrens spoke to us about her 
trip to the Subantarctic in February, 1990, and s howed 
us some very interesting colour slides taken on board 
ship and on the remote islands. A record attendance 
shared the evening with Elsie, and we exte nd our thanks 
to her. 

The following is her written account of the voyage -

With some trepidation I stepped on board the schoOner 
'Tradewind' that was to take us from Bluff, the south
ernmost point of the South Island of NZ further south 
to the Subantarctic islands. I was in a group of 7 
from the Royal geographical Society (SA). There were 
7 crew, and the full complement of 18 passengers was 
made up by New Zealanders plus a Danish couple. 

For the next three weeks our only visible connection 
with the outside world was the fax machine, which magic
ally produced weather maps from Australia, NZ and Ant
arctica, at the press of a button . 

The seas alternated between rough and very rough. 
Conditions at sea were not exactly comfortable, but 
the d .iscomfort was compensated for by the opportunity 
to explore a world where humans will always be in
truders. 

Although these islands have been a native flora and 
fauna sanctuary since 1934, they have been significant 
ly affected by human impact. 

The Auckland Islands, geologically volcanic, support 
probably the most southerly forests of the world, the 
southern rata, a red-flowering tree that will be famil
iar to those who have visited the south is.land of NZ. 
The forest flourishes in spite of introduced anin@ls. 
At times the only way to make progress through it was 
to go on hands and knees. 

Captain Bristow, employed by the r"1haling firm Enderby, 
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discovered these islands in 1806, and returned in 
1807 when he liberated pigs for the use of possible 
castaways. Today pigs all over the main Auckland 
island, though not numerous, have destroyed the mega
herbs, the Pleurophyllums that grew there . For the 
next 25 years sea - lions and fur seals were hunted almost 
to extinction. Whaling continued until about 1852 when 
it was abandoned due to declining stocks. 

We saw numerous. sea-lions l ounging in the rata forest 
at surprisingly hi~1 altitudes, where they paid little 
attention to us , but fur seals were few and more timid. 

In 1840, scientific expeditions found pigs, cats and 
mice well established on the main island. 

From 1842 to 1856 a group of Maoris who came from the 
Chatham Islands, l.i ved at Pt . Ross. 

An English colony was attempted in 1850, with Charles 
Enderby as Lieutenant Governor, but the settlement was 
abandoned in 185 2. They had cleared some coastal scrub 
and rata forest and erected 18 prefabricated buildings, 
but these were removed, and now the site of the former 
village f-lardwicke is covered in rata up to 30 feet high. 
The cemetery contains graves of 2 children of the settle
ment who died there. 

In 1863 by i1~erial statute the islands were added to 
New Zealand, just at the beginning of a disastrous chap
ter of shipwrecks. At that time the busy shipping route 
from Australia to Cape Horn passed near the islands. At 
least 10 vessels are known to have been wrecked between 
1864 and 1907 . The NZ Government established provision 
depots, with finger posts at likely points indicating 
the direc tion and distan ce to the nearest depot. The 
government vessel that replenished these depots regu
larly set free sheep , goats and cattle for the castaways. 
At Erebus Cove the boatshed dating from 1891 is still in 
good condition. The depots have fallen into ruin as 
they have not been nBintained since 1927 . 

We went ashore at Ranui Cove and Tagua Bay, sites of 
Coast watch camps in World War II, and Terror Cove 
where a German scientific expedition watched the Transit 
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of Venus in 1874. Near the spectacular Victoria 
Passage leading west to the ocean between the main 
lluckJ.and and Adams Islands we experienced the strong 
cold west wind and the changeable weather typical. there. 

Twenty-four hours of travelling by sail ~hd engine 
took us to the forbidding cliffs of Campbell Island. 
Accompanied by shearwaters, albatrosses, mollymawks and 
petrels, we arrived towards evening in Perseverance 
Harbor and anchored near the Meteorological Station, 
manned permanently since the value of weather reports 
was discovered during World War II when there h'as a 
Coastwatch base here. 7~e four New Zealand men station
ed there this year gave us a warm welcome. Th e y had not 
had visitors for some months, and we had 10 bags of mail 
for them. Next day we moved ashore and were accon~o
dated at the Met station for J nights. 

We climbed hills to see nesting albatross. The clin~
ing was quite different but not much easier than on Auck
land island. There were no trees but tussocks, ferns and 
boggy patches with hidden pools of water. 

Sheepfarming from 1895-1931 had a drastic effect on 
the vegetation. After the farmers withdrew, about 4,000 
sheep were left. In 1969 a sheep fence was erected, con
fining the sheep to half of the island, and now another 
fence has reduced their area to a quarter of the island 
while the vegetation, particularly the megaherbs, has 
regenerated. All that is left of the farm building is 
a stove, overgrown with tussock grass. 

h'e set out on the return journey, calling at Northeast 
Harbor where rusting trypots are evidence of the whaJ.ing 
station which operated there early this century. Shags 
and more sea-lions kept us company there. The bay was 
calm and the sun was shining, but when we ventured out 
into the open sea we faced a strong headwind. Overnight 
we rvere blown so far off course that the skipper decided 
to return to Campbell Island. We had another full day 
there waiting for better weather, and another chance to 
visit the albatross parents and young, but the delay 
prevented a return to the Auckland Islands. We arrived 
back at B1.uff 3 weeks after we had set out, and were 
transferred to Invercargill to the unreal worJ.d of a 
motel. 
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TIIE HISTORY OF NURSING 
AT THE ADELAIDE CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL. 15 April 1991 

Helen James, former Director of Nursing, presented an 
enlightening account of the first one hundred years of 
nursing at the Adelaide Children's Hospital . It has grown to become one of the major paediatric hospitals in 
Australia. 

The need for a hospital was identified in 1873, when the 
newly appointed Board of Health recorded the terrible 
conditions of people living on the banks of the River 
Torrens, and the fact that 181 of children died before 
reaching 5 years . 

Moves to establish a hospital began in 1876 when a small 
group of women met with Dr Alan Campbell. Ile was one of 
the early benefactors (s ee the Campbell Building - front 
cover. It ha s been restored, refurbished and is still used -Ed). The original plans were to accept maternity cases and children as patients. It is noteworthy that over one 
hundred years later, those plans are now being implemented. 

Despite the fact that there were no trained nurses in the 
State at the time, the Board decided that it would commence 
as a training hospital for nurses. The first Matron - Miss 
McKenzie - was recruited in England, and had the grand 
title of "Lady Superinte nd ent". She established the first 
nurses' training school in South Australia. The first 
staff consisted of five nurses and three domestic nurses 
for twenty patients in four wards. There was one operating room with no running water! Initially the training program was for one year, and by the 1890s was increased to three 
years. Student nurses first received wages about this time. 

The succession of Matr ons was described and their 
influences on the evolving professionalisation of nursing. 
By the turn of the century "good" nurses were invited to 
stay in registered nurse positions, and there were very few 
positions for outsiders. 

In the early 1900s children were often hospitalised for 
years. Infectious diseases were very rife, and there was a high mortality rate. 

Changes to this sad and s hocking situation began in the 
1920s with the discovery of the diphtheria vaccine. That 
was a major breakthrough. Next came the antibiotics. The early ones were so effective - many patients had one dose 
and were cured! The next major discovery was the 
sulphonomides. 

During the i9JOs the poliomyelitis epidemics saw the 
hospital packed with pat ients, to the extent that there was 
no room for lockers in between beds. Visitors were allowed 
on Wednesdays and Sundays only. In fact it would take 
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seventy years to "get it right" regarding parents visiting 
their sick children. 

The treatment of tetanus was another major medical crisis. 
Tetanus Toxoid was introduced in the late 1940s, but even 
so, 50% of tetanus patients still died. 

Progressing to the present time, there have been dramatic 
changes, with modern treatments and modern drugs. 

The account of changes in nurses' roles provided 
interesting comment on the evolving profession. During 
World War 2, women were trained in jobs that had previously 
been done by doctors. Despite those gains, by the late 
1940s , nurses still did many of the cleaning chores, and 
the employment of domestic staff was gradual. The first 
ward clerks were employed in the early 1960s to take over 
some of the clerical duties. 

Training standards were improved by the establishment of 
internal and College based programs, as well as the 
combined training between the Royal Adelaide and Adelaide 
Children's Hospitals. 

Major changes have occurred regarding where nurses live. 
In earlier times it was mandatory for nurses to live in 
Nurses Homes, complete with a "Home Sister" and rules of 
discipline. By 1971, most nurses lived outside the 
hospital and commuted to work. 

At the present time the hospital is involved in a period of 
rapid change with the proposed amalgamation with the Queen 
Victoria Hospital. Many buildings are coming down and new 
ones are to be built. Among the slides shown illustrating 
nursing personalities and events were some of stained glass 
window treasures in early buildings, which are still 
there. 

Further information on this topic can be found in Margaret 
Barbille's book History of the Adelaide Children's 
J[ospital. 

Barbara Parker. 
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Expeclu,i,on - 24~h Ap!Ul, 7997 
"IN Tl-IE FOOTSTEPS OF CAPTAIN COLLET BARKER" 

Led by Rex /101;/ung 06 The Royal, Ge.ogtc.apfuea.l Souuy (SA) 

COLLET BARKER: Born Engla nd, 1786. Joined Dorset Regi
ment (39th) as ensign. Charles Sturt, b. 1795, later 
joined 39~h Regiment. Both promoted to Captain in 1825, 
Sturt's faster progr e s s a id ed by "good connections" 

1828, Barker came to Aus tra li a in PHOENIX in charge of 
convicts. Late r s t a ti oned a t se ttlements, firstly at 
Raffles Bay near Darwin ; secondly at St. George Sound, 
WA. Develop e d close rap port with na tives at both settle
ments; ironi cal t ha t he was to be murdered by Aborigine s.' 

Sturt, havin g discovere d th e Murray mouth in 1830, re
commended tha t Barker ex pl or e St. Vincent Gulf to see if 
there were any a dditiona l outlets from the Murray. 

Barker arrived a t Cape Je r v i s in ISABELLA on April 13th, 
1831. Travell ed 60 miles up ea st side of St. Vincent 
Gulf to Pt. Gawl er , missi ng Port River inlet. 

17th April, rowed up Onka par i nga R. for 4 miles and, with 
3 others, walked a l ong fau lt blocks to Mt. Lofty summit 
from where he dis cov ere d Por t River inlet and another 
mountain, later name d Mt. Bar ker, which Sturt had mis
taken for Mt. Lofty wh en he saw it from the Murray. 
Party returned to Pt. Noar lun ga on 21st April. 

27th April, anchor ed eit he r a t Rapid Bay or Yankalilla 
Bay, and party wa lked cross country to the Murray Mouth, 
arriving 30th Ap r il. 

Ba rker, wi s hing t o t ake b ea ring from high sandhill at 
other side of th e mou t h, s wam across with compass 
attached to hi s hea d, and w4 s last seen going behind 
sandhill. It was l a t er es t a blished that he had been 
speared to death by na t ive s a nd body thrown in the sea. 

OUR DAY: We departed a t 8.30 am with 41 souls on board -
driver, Des,- Mr and Mrs ll osking and 38 Society members. 

Near O'Halloran Hill we s topped and could see how 
Barker would have foll owed the ridge tops from Old 
Noarlunga to Mt. Lbfty s ummit, and at Christies Beach 
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we saw a cairn in Barker's memory. We followed the 
Onkaparinga to the point reached by Barker's boat, and 
nearby had morning tea with birthday cake in honour of 
the coming of official retiring age of our secretary, 
David Reid. 

At Normanville (via Yankalilla) we saw ~he mouth of 
the Bungala River where the Isabella probably took on 
water. At nearby Panorama Crescent we could see the 
coastline down beyond Rapid Bay. Picnic lunch was had 
in th~ restaurant garden near Glacier Rock at Inman 
Valley. 

On through Hindmarsh Valley we reached Crows Nest 
Crescent from where, on this beautiful, clear day, we 
had a superb view over the River Murray, the Murray 
Mouth and Lake Alexandrina. 

We ferried to Hindmarsh Island and saw the obelisk 
erected to Sturt and Barker, and found that today (28th 
April) was also Sturt's birthday! From here we could 
see Mt. Barker and could understand Sturt's error, as 
it completely obscures Mt. Lofty, both being on the 
same latitude. 

From the island we looked over the Murray Mouth 
through which the river is flowing rapidly at present. 
Sometimes it is completely closed. Barker 's sandhill 
is no longer there, as the physical features of the 
area are forever changing. 

Rex had given us a wonderful day, as apart from talk
ing about Barker, he had all sorts of things to tell us 
about - the proposed scheme to free the Onkaparinga of 
polution, snippets of local history, the finding of 
fossils near Normanville (parts of giaht kangaroo and 
quarter-tonne wombat), and he pointed out interesting 
geological features. He had also made an in-depth 
study of the toilet facilities along the route, for 
which we were truly grateful! 

On the homeward drive Rex read ~s the harrowing 
letter written by Dr. Davis (ship's doctor from Isa
bella), sent to the Colonial Secretary in Sydney. 
This wordy epistle gave a irisly account of Barker's 
death, with too many details for my liking! 

20 Rosemary Hrown. 

TIIE //ISTOf<Y OF TIIE GLEN OSMOND MINES - GfffG Df<.EW 

Our Meeting on May 14th was a combined meeting with 
The Historical Society of South Australia, commemorat
ing the start of mining a t Glen Osmond 150 years ago. 
An attendance of 112 a tt es t ed to the significance of 
the occasion. 

Greg Drew is well known to many of our members, and 
he presented an interesting talk on numerous facets of 
the early mining operations, illustrated with a number 
of slides and diagrams. His expert knowledge of the 
subject, both from historical and technical vewpoints, 
made his talk very absorbing. In fact, it was so high
powered th at the elect ric supply fused, but some emer
gency attention put us back on track! 

A booklet published by the Department of Mines and 
Energy - "GLEN OSMOND MINES - A guide to the historic 
mine site" is available from the Burnside Council for 
those who wish to go into the subject in detail. 

Following the t alk some interesting questions were 
asked and view s expressed 011 the matter of the claim 
that Glen Osmondha d the first mine and smelter in 
Australia. It is generally recognised that it was the 
first "metalliferous" mine, while the smelter's claim 
to fame is less clear. 

Following the meeting our guests joined us for supper 
and a happy social gathering. 

Janet Reid. 

APOLOGY! I wonder how many people noticed the error 
on the front cover of the March issue of our newsletter -
March, 1990 instead of March, 1991? 

!laving made t he erro r, the only excuse I can think 
of is that it may have been through wishful thinking, 
as the year s seem to have bee n passing far too quickly 
lately! 

To save future confusion, please alter the date on 
the front cover of your March newsletter. 

Rosemary Brown, 
21 typist. 



NEW OWNERS FOR HISTORIC 1/OMES 

Three notable houses have been on the ma rke t recently. 

"Springfield House, 11 while not actually in the Burnside 
area, is close enough to be of interest to our members . 

The property 1 s history goes back to 1842 when Richard 
Newland, who had originally been granted the land now known 
as Springfield, sold 40 acres to Charles Burton Newenham, 
the Auditor-General. Later, in 1853, Newenham bought a 
further 20 acres stretching down to Fullerton Road. 

. ~ . . 

Sp_rlngfield . · 

Newenham built the front part of Springfield House in 
1842, the garden being enclosed by a stone wall to keep out 
wild dogs in the days when Aborigines camped nearby. The 
property passed to G. E. Hamilton in 1853. In 1870 it was 
bought by Charles Burton Hardy, son of Alfred Hardy who cam 
out with Colonel Light. He altered it extensively and laid 
out new gardens. 

Frank Rymill bought the estate in 1897 and added the neo 
Tudor upper storey. After his death it passed to F. Ville
neuve Smith, and then to Dr and Mrs E. A. Ma theson. Their 
sori-in-law, Judge Neil Ligertwood, its most recent owner, 
lived there for 45 years. He died in December last, his 
wife having died some years previously. 

The alterations and additions to Springfield House in 
the 19th century resulted in a 28-roomed mansion which 
has remained basically unchanged this century, although 
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much of th e s ur rounding land has been sub -divided for 
building blocks . The hou se is an interesting blend of 
the various architectural styles which emerged in the 
colony in the 19th ce ntury. The western facade is that 
of a classic Australian homestead, built of bluestone 
and with its original wooden shutters, and a flight of 
steps showin g the original entrance, although the main 
entrance i s now on the south side. In this section is 
the music roo m whi ch was designed for large gatherings, 
and has seen many performances by well-known musici ans 
over the year s . 

The remaind er of the house shows Italianate, Tudor, 
Gothic and Georgian influences. 

"High field, " circa 1875, showing its balcony. 

"IIJ ghf ield " is just 
Th e house , orJgi nally 
Edward Dr ew in 1859 . 

off Portrush Road at St. Georges. 
called "Fairside, '·' was built by 
It was within a farming estate of 

13L, acres which was 
Joseph Daun cey . 

managed by Drew's brother-in-law, 

The hou se has und ergo ne numerous changes over the years . 
In the 1880s it wa . " thoroughly removated in the latest 
style" with- ornat e v eranda hs and balconies and modern, 
comfortable dre ssing rooms and bathrooms. At this time 
8 acres of land went with the house. It was occupied by 
Austin Hewitt until his death in 1921, and remained in 
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the family until 1955. 

Subsequent owners removed the front balcony and verandah, 

and architect, Stewart Game, was commissioned to design 
and supervise extensive renovations. 

"Ilolly Grange", a house with a tower, is at Cooper 
Place, Beaumont, and has been sold. 

It was built by Thomas Duell, a colonist of 1838 who 

bought 5 acres at the Beaumont Auction. He a lso worked 
a lease of 67 acres of the Linden Estate. 

The house, built of stone, originally had 
was enlarged to a 10-roomed house in 1865. 
sive verandahs. 

WATTLE GROVE 

8 rooms, but 
It has exten-

The December, 1989 edition of our newsletter contained 

"A Brief History of Wattle Grove," a house at Wattle Park. 

A retirement complex of 28 units built at Wattle Grove 

(plus 2 apartments at the back of the original homestead) 
has now been officially opened. 

In a recent article in "The Advertiser" mention has 

been made of the Padman children, Emily and Samuel, who 

lived at Wattle Grove between 1858 and 1874. These chil

dren kept diaries which are now housed in the Burnside 

Library, and descriptions in these diaries have provided 

the architects with a basis for restoring the homestead, 

which is to be the centrepiece of the new complex, with 

two large community rooms for residents' functions in the 
front section fo the house. 

Emily wrote about the inner walls and ceilings which 

had been painted by Italians who had been brought from 

Italy for . that express purpose. She says "In one room 

at each corner of the ceiling there was a rural scene, 

small but beautiful in detail and well executed. In 

another, amongst the pictures, there was a gaily painted 

parrot swinging in a ring." Samuel mentioned the "veins 

like marble11 which we had described in our article. 

It will be interesting to see the architects' inter
pretation of the children's diaries. 
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EIGlffY YEARS AGO 

Eighty ye a rs ago, on 23 June 
1911 , the coronation of King 
Ge or ge V and Queen Mary took 
place . They were related to 
e ach other, second cousins once 
removed, both being descended 
from George III. 

Q~een Mary's mother, Princess 
Mary Adelaide, Duchess of Teck, 

fir s t c u:; I 11 o l Queen Vic toria, was born in 1834 and was 

daught e r or l'r ln ce Ado lphus, Duke of Cambridge, 7th son 
of Geor g · I I I . 

Qu een M11 1y was born in Kensington Palace, London in 

1867, b , I il) '. 2 yea rs younger than her husband-to-be. She 

was na m ' d VJ · tor i a Ma ry Aug us ta Louise Olga Pauline 

Claud j 11 · Ag ll cs , bu t wa s known as Princess May. 

He r f ;11 Il l' 1· , Pr i nce Fr anz , Duke of Teck, was from Germany 

but h r 11pi>r.i ng ing was ma inly in England, although the fam

ily p ·1 11 1;0 111 c time in I t a ly when she was in her teens, 

and .i w;1:; L11 e n th a t s h e developed her passion for fine 
art s ·111 d ,111 1.lqu cs . 

Pr l 11 c l':;:; May " c ame out" in 1886, first appearing among 

th r yn l ] 8di e s in Queen Victoria's court. She contin

ued Lo mov e i n Court circles and came to Queen Victoria's 

no L.i ce a s " a very nice girl, distinguee-looking with a 

pr e tty figure," and the Queen decided that she would make 
a s ui table bride for her grandson, Prince Albert Victor, 
Du ke of Clarence, elder son of the future Edward VII. 

Tl1 ' pr i nce a greed and proposed in December 1891 and 
Prl 11 · s May was obviously bound to accept him. But the 
en gc1 gc• 111 c11t was short-lived, ' as 6 weeks later the prince 
di ed o f p11 ' 11111onia. 

Pri ll (' <' A I liP rt Vi c tor seems not to have been a great 

los s , I t <· k I 11)•. f !l di ligence, moving in undesirable circles, 

and l1nvl1 1)', 11<·q1 1f 1 d a poor reputation. His younger brother, 

Georg ' , llt ilu · u l Yo rk, was hardworking and a highly praised 

nav a ] o I I I< "<' 1 . li e l111d a lways admired Princess May and 

prop :;I' d 1 (> 111 • 1 I 11 I B9 , a nd we know the rest of the story. 
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