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PROGRAMME 

16 March THE HISTORY OF SECOND VALLEY 
8 p.m. Mr. Ron Blum, who has made an extensive study of the 

history of the Second Valley district, will review 

29 March 

the salient points starting with the arrival of Col . 
Light. He will describe the flour mills and other in
dustries including wattle bark, the mail coaches, the 
possibility of a railway, and gold mining. His book 
"The Second Valley" has many anecdotes, illustrations 
and details of the various aspects of Second Valley's 
history since 1836. 

(Sunday) VISIT TO SECOND VALLEY 
Following on from the talk by Ron Blum, we shall be 
going on an outing to Second Valley. This will be a 
full day's outing, leaving the car park behind the 
Burnside Town Hall at 10 a.m., and returning there by 
5 p.m. The cost will be $8 per head for members, and 
$10 for non-members. In the morning our visits to 
various areas of interest will include a tour around 
Willunga, and in the afternoon we will meet Ron Blum 
for the Second Valley tour. Please bring a picnic 
lunch. Please book in advance with Richard House, 

1,I 

either by phoning 79-9015, or at the meeting on 16 Mar. 1 

13 April 
8 p.m. 

11 May 
8 p.m. 

CARNIVAL GLASS 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, followed by talk on Carnival 
Glass by Mr. Barry Workman. Mr. Workman, who is an 
expert on Carnival Glass, being President of the 
Australian Carnival Glass Enthusiasts, will deal with 
the history and detail of Carnival Glass from the 
original examples imported from Austria in the 19th 
Century (and sold at county carnivals) to modern ex
ampl e s of the art. Please bring your own samples for 
Mr. Workman to identify and discuss. 

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR CITY OF BURNSIDE? 
This will be a qui z evening conducted by Richard Hous e 
and Me r e dith Id e . Ma ny of the slides taken by Richard 
of Burn s id e ove r tli e pas t two ye a rs will be shown and 
memb e r s wiJ 1 be as ke d hop e fully easy and light-hearted 
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15 June 
8 p.m. 

20 July 
8 p.m. 

17 Aug. 
8 p.m. 

21 Sept. 
8 p.m. 

PROGRAMME (cont'd.) 

questions about them in the form of visual art. Thi s should be an entertaining evening, and many of the questions will not tax even the newest residents in the area. 

OLIVE GROWING AND OLIVE OIL MAKING IN BURNSIDE Three different speakers will present the subject -
David Cleland: The early plantations at Beaumont es -tablished by Sir Samuel Dave nport and the olive oil manufacture by G. F. Cleland and Sons. Jean Jeffries: The es tablishment of the Stonyfell plantation and the history of olive oil manufacture by the Stonyfell Olive Comp a ny. 
David Jeffries: A description of the equipment and processes involved in making olive oil. 
As this is a subject of considerable interest to adjacent residents as well as Burnside residents, we arr also inviting members of the Kensington a nd Norwood Historical Society to this meeting. 
THE HISTORY OF THE ACACIAS - NOW LORETO CONVENT Mr. Peter Moore will present this interesting evening about an important loca l building, and the meeting ma y even be held on the site. Mr. Moore has done consid 1 able research on The Acacias and publish e d its histor together with much of the life of Sir Edwin Smith. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE IN BURNSIDE, by Mr. Duncan Rose. 
Members will be shown slides portraying building styles of Adelaide's houses from pioneer days to th e present, and will help me mb ers easily to identify, name, and even date the different styles, so that a walk down a local suburban street can become a fascin ating lesson in social history. 

THE HISTORY OF TWO LOCAL BURNSIDE CHURCHES 

i 

I 
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THE RESTORATION OF KURRALTA 

by Alison Dolling. 

Since coming to Burnside to live in 1960 I have seen much of our garden heritage disappearing from places close at hand. From my own little spot on part of old Finnisbrook I have witnessed some of its garden fall to the sound of the chain saw -the lopping limb by limb of a grand Bunya pine (at the cost of $1,000), a Norfolk Island pine, several picturesque pear trees still fruiting and a fortuneana rose in full bloom being whisked away on the back of a truck. 
I need hardly enlarge on the passing of Linden and the diminution of the gardens of Clifton, Erindale and Undelcarra. And now the swan song of Kurralta's garden remnants echoes around us. 

1I 

i: Those who knew the old garden in the time of Percy Ifould 111 will remember its amazing variety of trees and plants collected l by Dr. Wyatt, who in addition to various other offices, was 1 
honorary Colonial Naturalist and first secretary of the first 1

1 Botanical and Horticultural Gardens. 

,I I 
I 

111 

When I visited Kurralta in January, 1969, about 18 month s after the death of Percy Ifould, it was on the verge of change as it had been after the death of Mrs. Wyatt in 1898. From that time until it was bought by the Ifoulds in 1919, Kurralt a followed the all-too-familiar pat tern of decline. 
I For a while a Mr. Freeman ran Angora goats on the property 11 and later John Dunstan of Dunstan's quarries lived at Kurralta. 

1111 

Once deserted it inevitably fell prey to vandals. 
When the Ifoulds arrived the house was surrounded by a tangle of undergrowth and overgrowth. According to Percy Ifould's daughter, Miriam (Mrs. A. H. Grundy), it was only through ·the "loving care and gradual restoration" of both house and garden by her parents that the place once more regained its essential character. 
Her father spent months "with no end of patience" (and three workmen), re -def ining the paths and restoring the stone borders. 

I 

II 
I 
I 
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In spite of prolonged neglect, the orchard still bore 
fruit, "plums galore", mulberries, figs, pears and oranges. 
Down on the slopes towards Waterfall Gully Road were guondong 
trees growing side by side with aloes and cacti, including 
spineless and Chinese varieties, some with cerise flowers; 
others of apricot colour. 

On the northern side where olive trees formed an avenue 
from the entrance gate, a commercial rubber tree, commercial 
cork trees, an American oak, German myrtle, Chinese quince 
and Persian oak grew peaceably together, undisturbed by the 
gun carriage tree in their midst, a reminder of the ignoble 
ends which its timber once served. 

Among the more usual colonial plantings of bauhinia, 
arbutus, yew shrubs, a jade and lilly pilly tree, was an 
enormous wilga tree (Geijera parviflora), and the largest such 
specimen ever seen by a former director of the Botanic Garden. 
A plant of particular interest was the Quee nsland spear lily 
(Doryanthus plameri) which for the fir s t time since the Ifould 
ownership, had flowered that season (1968-9), bearing a lovely 
red cluster along a top-heavy stem. 

Garden walks were decorated with rock specimens collected 
by Mr. Ifould during his work as a mining engineer and met
allurgist. Old slag pots sa lva ged from Port Adelaide and 
Port Pirie took on a new l e a se of life a s plant containers. 

As for the house, when the Ifoulds first set foot inside, 
some of the floorboards were missing and only one set of the 
original doorknobs remained, these being porcelain with a fern 
leaf motif. Some of the original cedar fittings had been re
moved and black Carrara marble mant e lpie ces or fireplaces dam
aged. Amazingly enough, lamp brackets were still secure in 
their sockets. 

Before being re-painted a cream colour to enhance archi 
tectural style, the house was predominantly brown inside and 
out. Electricity had to be installed and as water was not 
laid on until abou't 1960, supplies were drawn from the large 
un:lerground tank. There was no bathroom; the kitchen was 
paved with slate slabs (retained by the Ifoulds) and the bake 
house with cobblestones. The chimney serving the baker's 
oven also connected with the kitchen oven. 
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Undoubtedly this introduction to the early life of 
Kurralta inspired Percy Ifould to spend the next fifty years 
recording information and preserving objects related to the 
life of Dr. Wyatt. His efforts were a celebration of history 
without fanfare. 

(This contribution is based on a conversation with Mrs. 
Grundy and Miss Davison who lived with the Ifoulds during 
their time at Kurralta and who took care of the house after Mr. 
Ifould's death. I also referred to Keith Barrow's Pioneers' 
Association publication on Dr. Wyatt (1972). 

Other members who knew Mr. and Mrs. Ifould personally 
may like to add their memories of them in a future newsletter.) 

\1 

I 

I 
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Taken from "MEMORIES", 

(. (An Autobiography by S. A. Chinnery). 

My father was employed at Auldana _Wines, firstly in the 
vineyards as a youth and then as a vigneron understudy to 
Edmond Mazure from whom he eventually took over as manager and 
wine expert at about the time of his marriage to my mother in 
1907. Mazure, incidentally, was my brother John's godfather 
from whom he received his second Christian name of Edmond. 

In those days the vineyards were worked by Clydesdale 
horses (oxen having been used previously), both for ploughing 
and scarifying, and for the cartage of grapes in drays to the 
crusher. The wine was also transported to the city and other 
outlets by horse-drawn trolleys and carefully packed with 
straw covers in cases when bottled, or by keg, puncheon, hogs
head, 2-gallon earthenware jars in wicker baskets, etc. when 
in bulk, all securely roped around. 

I remember my brother, Jack, watching the workmen in the 
vineyard adjacent to our home and to get a better view, he 
climbed up higher on the post and wire fence. His foot slipped 
and he was snagged under the chin by the top strand of barbed 
wire until his squeals prompted his release by Bob Clayton. 
This scar was very prominent all his life. 

The pulling out of old vines, some being 60 or more 
years old, the planting of new vines, pruning, ploughing, 
scarifying, topping of long shoots, dusting young foliage with 
sulphur, spraying, harvesting, the smell of sweating horses, 
and the pungent smell of the burning heaped cuttings after 
pruning and the companionship of the workmen was all part of 
our life. 

I also remember bringing the cows in for milking, and 
the felling of the sugar and red gums on the property not only 
for the wood heap, but for the vineyard trellising and fencing 
as well, with the use of sharp axes and two-handed saws with 
a spit on the leathery hands of the workmen. The timber was 
split with the aid of maul and wedges for fencing and trellis
in the vineyards and all the time one was aware of the softer 
smell of the fresh cut timber, and sawdust, and the more acriJ 
smell of the burning off-cuts and eucalyptus leaves. 
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The cellars, too, had its charm, for, with the exception 
of vintage time when the smell of fermentation was rather 
nauseating to say the least, the more delicate aromas of wine, 
timber, straw used for crating, cork, paint, wax, etc. always 
assailed us. 

At that time small hand trolleys on rails took slatted, 
wooden, cylindrical cages, filled with husks from the crusher, 
to the hand presses which were wound down to further extract 
the grape juice. We spent many a Sunday afternoon during the 
heat of the summer in the cool of the cellars pushing these 
trolleys about. There was also a tunnel under the hill where 
the champagne and other sparkling wines were stored in racks, 
and father's small upper level office was completely lined 
with prize-winning certificates from as far away as France and 
Germany attached to the matchboard linings. It was obvious 
to any visitor that Auldana supplied quality wines equal to 
anywhere else in the world. A sign also indicated that 
Auldana was established in 1848, four years after the adjacent 
Penfolds Winery which ultimately bought out Auldana. 

Vintage time was a particularly busy period for my 
father, as he had to watch the fermentation, c heck the baum~ 
for the sugar content of the grapes and generally be present 
to rectify any arising problems. As wine expert he experi
mented with the making of special flavoured wines such as 
vermouths and cocktails. 

We were on friendly terms with all workers in the vine 
yard and in the cellars, and I recall names like Norman 
Brooks, the vineyard foreman, Bob Clayton, Mr. Threadgold who 
lived in the old gate-keeper's cottage or lodge at the end of 
the long drive onto the Old Norton Summit Road, Rally Gibbs, 
Bill Cosgrove, Jack Lang who eventually became manager, Hurtl e 
Walker, the cellar foreman, Fred Evans who probably took over 
as cellar foreman after Walker left, and many others. 

Unlike my mother, father was an extrovert and very popu 
lar with his friendly disposition and easy way with people. 
He was stocky and solidly built with a generous mouth and a 
smile not far away from his eyes. 

He had an excellent relationship with the workmen in the 
cellars and in the field and Auldana prospered during his 
sixteen years of stewardship. Auldana at that time was owned 

•urmtibt J,Jiutorical hittp Jnc. VOL. 7 NO. 1 

by the then Chief Justice and Lieutenant Governor, Sir Josiah 
Symon who was a rather difficult person to get along with, 
and there came a time when my father felt that life would be 
much easier if he resigned, which he did. During his time 
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at Auldana Hurtle Walker was under his tutelage as cellar 
foreman and it was Hurtle Walker whom he recommended to Mazure 
when Romalo Wines (later Australian Sparkling Wines) were first 
established. 

Not long after my father's departure Auldana started to 
lose ground and coupled with the depression years and ill
advised direction from the head, firstly the now quite old 
Sir Josiah, followed by his son Oscar, the cellars went into 
receivership and was bought out by Penfold Wines in the early 
1930's. Auldana had several managers after my father until 
Jack Lang saw the old dynasty out. 

When Walker learned of my father's disassociation with 
Auldana, he requested his services as 'wine expert', with em
phasis on the making of champagne and other sparkling wines, 
which Romalo now wished to produce. Romalo soon became a by
word for the excellence of these sparkling wines which were 
sold to other wineries for selling under their own labels. My 
parents became equal shareholders with Hurtle Walker and Sammy 
Wynn, a Melbourne wine merchant who was anxious to become es
tablished in the wine undustry over here. 

For a number of years my parents and Walker resisted 
Wynn's approaches to be bought out until finally, many years 
later after my father's death, my mother sold out and Wynn 
& Co. took over the majority holdings of Australian Sparkling 
Wines. 

For a short period my father was associated with Clement 
E. Pike, and John Ignatius McNamara, in leasing "Holme Park" 
(Home Park) just opposite Romalo and in producing wines under 
the Merveille label as the Merveille Champagne Co. My parents 
finally bought out the business and the Home Park property 
early in 1938 from the Wright family sometime after Reggie 
Wright's death, and my father, with my brother John, or Jack, 
as we called him, established the firm of A. G. Chinnery & 
Sons, "Lindale Wines", so named after my mother, "Linda" 
(Melinda). 

Home Pa rk, incidentally, was the original home of Edmund 
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Wright, a well known architect of his time, who was credited 
with the design of many fine buildings including the Adelaide 
General Post Office, and the original Adelaide Savings Bank 
building in King William Street, now used as a registry office 
for civil marriages and known as Edmund Wright House, subse
quently so named in his honour. 

Unfortunately my brother Jack, who enlisted in the Air 
Force, was killed in action over Hasselt in Belgium, and in 
1946 my father died. In name only I was a member of the firm 
but in fact as a practicing architect I had no interest in 
the business. For some weeks I endeavoured to keep the busi
ness afloat, taking and fulfilling orders so as to give my 
mother time to decide what was to be done with the business. 
Despite my entreaties that it was not a propitious time to 
sell, and that for a few years longer at least the business 
should be allowed to continue under a manager so as to give 
my brother's child, Harben, an opportunity for carrying on in 
his father's footsteps in an established business, it was in 
character that my advice was not heeded and the business, 
complete with all vats, casks, equipment, bulk and bottled 
wines in storage, the cellars, the old home recently modified 
by me, and the surrounding vineyards were all sold for a 
pittance at the time of pegged prices - f7,000 ($14,000), 
I believe. 

I remember the day of the sale which was held in Brook
man Building in Grenfell Street, Adelaide. It was a real 
farce, as each major winery had a representative from each 
of their subsiduary companies present to bid, some thirteen 
or thereabouts in number. When the bidding reached tS,000 
($10,000) by l~gitimate means, the auctioner then went around 
the room with [50 ($100) rises, eena, deena, dina, doe fashion 
until the pegged price was reached. Salters, a subsiduary 
company of Stonyfell Wines, were successful. It was a sad 
day when the title deeds were signed and handed over to Mick 
Auld, a director from Stonyfell Wines. 
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GLEN OSMOND MINES TOURS 

Tours are conducted by BHS members on the third 
Sunday of each month from 2 to 4 pm. 

The tour includes parts of the Wheal Watkins and 
also places of historic interest en route. Cost is 
$30 for up to 12 people or $60 for 13 - 24 people. To 
arrange a visit ring the Burnside Council, community 
services department on 332 6199. 

Exampl~ or ~ntroncxi w G Pa~hom ~ 20 Pathom adits 

13 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the sixth ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of the Burnside Historical Society of South Australia Inc. 
will be held in the Burnside Community Centre on Monday, 13th 
April, 1987 at 8.00 p.m. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

A G E N D A 

Apologies. 

Minutes of the fifth Annual General Meeting. 

President's Report. 

Determination of Subscription fees for 1987/88. The 
Committee has recommended that there be no change in 
the fees for the year 1987/88. 

Secretary/Treasurer's Report. 

6. Election of the Committee for 1987/88. 

7. Election of Auditor for 1988. 

8. Other business. 

The Connnittee for 1986/87 consists of the following -

President 
Vice President 

*Mrs. Margaret Black 
1<Mr. John Clark 

Secretary/Treasurer *Mr. Richard House 
Other Members *Miss Elsie Ahrens 

Mr. Jim Crompton 
*Mr. Alan Cross 
Mrs. Meredith Ide 
*Mr. Tom Richards 
Mrs. Irma Steele 

In accordance with Paragraph Sa of the Constitution the 
President, the Secretary, Treasurer and three (3) other 
members are due to retire. The members marked (*) are those 
retiring in 1987, and all are eligible for re-election. 

In accordance with Paragraph 8b of the Constitution, "Nomina
tions may be received at an Annual General Meeting, or submitted 
in writing to the Secretary before the meeting. A written 
nomination must bear an endorsement that the nominee accepts 
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LEST WE FORGET 

DEMOLISHED, January, 1987, WOODLEIGH, at 12 Queens 
Avenue, Burnside. 
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Woodleigh was built in 1850 by Frederick George Morgan, 
solicitor, who paid two hundred pounds for eighteen acres at 
the north-west corner of Section 903. Walls and floor were 
made of thick stone blocks, ceilings of lath and plaster with 
shingles on the roof above. Its unusual coolness in summer 
was increased by a wide verandah all round. A large under
ground tank (30,000 gallons) stored water from the same creek 
that served Ringmer and other tanks caught rain from the roof. 

Several nineteenth-century sales took place: in 1857 
to John Henry Barrow, resident preacher for Clayton Congre
gational Church, then proprietor of the Advertiser and M.H.A. 
for East Torrens (1858-60), M.H.A. for Sturt (1871-74) and 
M.L.C. 1861-71. Wishing to move closer to town, he sold 
Woodleigh in 1866 to Benjamin Holroyd and wife, Alice. 

Miss Hailes was a school mistress whose career began in 
the early 1870's when she taught with her mother in their 
school for young ladies at Palm Place, Hackney. After the 
early death of her husband, Benjamin Holroyd, she set up a 
boarding and day school in Woodleigh and this continued for 
25 years. 

TO BE DEMOLISHED, 135 Fullarton Road, Rose Park, one 
time home of Edward Spicer. 

There is no more we can do! 

OBIT, next issue. 
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FUTURISM IN 1839/40 

by Elizabeth Warburton 

Shortly before crashing into general bankruptcy: 
the untried colony of South Australia was full of 
confidence in its economy. 

Both newspapers, aware that they were read in the 
money markets of England, raised hopes at every 
opportunity, reporting each outsize melon, lettuce 
and pomegranate brought in to the office, and 
every experimental crop of cotton, tobacco and 
citron. "Wine, oil, corn, wool, cotton in 
abundance - who can doubt the success of South 
Australia?" crowed the Southern Australian in 
June 1840. 

Two months later the editor was at it again. The 
country was looking exceedingly well, and a few 
miles north of Adelaide the crops were 'quite 
equal in appe}ance to any we ever saw in England'. 
At the foot of the hills, the farms of Messrs 
Gleeson, McTavish, Rogers and the S.A. Company 
looked admirable. At that moment Mr Gleeson was 
taking up new potatoes, selling them at 6d or 8d 
per pound. Clearly, a thriving and industrious 
agricultural population could be sustained. 

The South Australian Register chimed in with two 
series of letters from colonists, reprinting the 
first from the Calcutta Englishman, and inviting 
the second to its own columns. Read now with 
hindsight, they show that whatever else, human 
beings can't see a yard in front of their faces. 

Several of the writers were settlers well known 
on the eastern plains. Writing as a medical man, 
Dr Nash was encouraging, in the days before the 
loss of two children by infectious diseases, and 
his own imperfect health, drove him to seek purer 
air and water at Ilfracombe in the Burnside 
foothills: 

\ 
j 

l 
1 
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151 Grenfell-street, Adelaide 
July 27, 1839 

To the Editor, 
Calcutta Englishman. 

My Dear Sir -- Having requested me to give you my opinion 
of the salubrity of our climate, and of its suitability to 
the constitution of lndo-Britons, I have much pleasure in 
being able to state that I consider the climate of South 
Australia admirably adapted to invalids obliged to leave 
either of the Indian presidencies in consequence of repeat
ed attacks of fever or hepatitis, or from a long residence 
within the tropics. 

Here miasma is unknown, and I have not met with a single 
case of Paludal fever during a residence of more than 12 
months. Our winter is sufficiently bracing without being 
too cold, and our hottest summer days are almost invariably 
followed by cool and delightful nights. 

To those laboring under pulmonary affections, the purity 
of our atmosphere and the total absence of cold damp fogs 
offer peculiar advantages, and they would derive all those 
advantages here which they might expect from a sojourn at 
Nice or the south of France, without having to encounter 
the inconveniences of a long sea voyage. 

Yours most sincerely, 
JAMES GEO. NASH, 

Colonial Surgeon and late H.C. Service 

Robert Cock and William Ferguson out on the 'Makgill 
Estate' were especially cheerful, four years before 
bankruptcy engulfed them. Cock was concentrating on 
his business as agent and salesman, but Ferguson was 
the man on the land. The Southern Australian of 30 
January 1840 congratulated them on an excellent crop 
from only 27 acres of the estate, probably the padd
ock around the house - the later 'Penfold Cottage'. 
It is interesting to note that Ferguson does not in
clude building costs, which supports the idea of a 
very early date for this cottage. There was nothing 
to keep Ferguson from building it in the last half of 
1838, when they had gained title to the sections. 

.L _. 
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Both newspapers remarked on the Makgill success, and 
William Ferguson gave details of his season's balance 
sheet to the Register: 

OUTLAY 

Fencing 25 acres 
Cutting and clearing trees 
Ploughing & harrowing 
10 1/2 bushels seed wheat@ 25s 
••• ? " oats 14s 
3 " barley 1 2s 
Qr ton seed potatoes@ L28 per ton 
4 lbs turnip seed@ 2s 

L 

54 
1 1 

125 
1 3 
35 
1 
7 

Reaping, 21 acs oats, wheat & barley 
@ 40s an acre 42 

Loading and stacking 
Taking up potatoes 
Threshing and dressing 
50 bushels wheat@ 1s bush. 
250 " oats 
20 " barley 

INCOME 

10 
3 

2 
12 

324 

150 bushels seed wheat, sold@ 21s 157. 
250 " oats 12s 150 
20 " barley 12s 12 
10 tons straw L10 100 
1 ton potatoes L30 30 
Turnips 10 

450 
324 

Profit L136 

s. 

11 
1 
0 
2 
5 

16 

8 
0 

0 
0 

0 

10 
10 

0 

3 

10 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

10 
3 

6 

William Ferguson, 
Makgill April 2, 1840 

0 

d. 

5 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

11 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
1 1 
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hlvt. 
SOUlli AUSTRALIA 

The province ot South Australia has progressed beyond prece
dent, and now that ample time has elapsed whereby the prin
ciples on which it is founded and the working ot those prin
ciples have been watched and by the majority approved ot, 
and what is ot still greater importance to the success of 
the Colony is its acknowledged capabilities both tor grazing 
and agriculture, so well as its commanding position and sate 
harbours tor mercantile purposes. 

R. OJCK does not therefore hesitate in thus informing persons 
in Britain and elsewhere that this is a legitimate field for 
investment when judiciously made and put under proper manage
ment, either in land, sheep, cattle or in either ot the estab
lished companies in the colony as well as mortgages over 
ample and substantial property at 15 or 20 per cent. Those 
who may not wish to emigrate may notwithstanding find this a 
profitable field for investment. To such R. Cock otters his 
services, and begs to refer especially to Thos. Turner, Man
chester, and others who have visited the colony. 

N.B. Land selected for Special Surveys, as also in virtue 
ot land orders. 

20 December, 1839 

TO l'EWLY ARRIVED EMIGRANTS. To be sold - a commodious 
Manning's house, on Pennington-terrace, with about half an 
acre otland. The situation is delightful, commanding a view 
of the mountains and fronting the park. Apply to 

RJBERT OJCK, Rosina-street 
30 December. 1839 

Mrs Ferguson wrote to her family on the debacle 
that followed: We kept WoPking to betteP OUP
selves, like all othePs speculating, buying 
and selling, giving and taking bills, fop which 
we have deaPly paid .•.• In July, 1844, the 
moPtgagee had to get oup land fop what we WePe 
due to him and we left it without one shilling. 
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Another farmer watched keenly by the newspapers 
during this SECOND YEAR'S HUSBANDRY IN SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA, as they headlined it, was E.B. Gleeson 
of Gleeville (today's Beaumont and parts of St 
Georges and Linden Park). In March, 1840, the 
Southern Australian remarked that "Mr Gleeson 
has been sowing wheat and intends to keep three 
ploughs a-going as long as it is practicable to 
do so." In fact, "Many of our friends in the 
country are ploughing and sowing right heartily." 

In March and April, 1840, the Register came out 
with their series of letters, among them E.B. 
Gleeson's from the Calcutta Englishman, and an
other to their own editorial column: 

Dear Sir, ••• India is a country I have lived in tor many 
years. Deeming it advisable that the salubrity of the South 
Australian clime should be made generally known to the 
Indian community, I beg to state that, in my opinion, the 
climate is, in every respect, well suited to the Indian 
constitution. 

When residing in India, I had occasion to take medicine 
generally once a fortnight or so; since my arrival in South 
Australia I have not had occasion to take medicine of any 
description, and all my family have enjoyed excellent health. 
My brother's constitution, which was much impaired before 

* he left India is now, I am happy to say, perfectly restored. 
The salubrity of South Australia is, I think, in a great 

measure owing to the purity of the air we enjoy, and the 
absence of all swampy and marshy land. 

Yours very truly, 
E.B. Gleeson 

Adelaide, 3rd August, 1839 

* 
His brother, John Hampton Glasson, disd in ths Spring of 1840 

Ed. 
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To the Editors of the South Australian Register: 
Gentleman: I took possession of Gleeville farm in Septem
ber, 1838, too late in the season to attempt any thing in 
the way of agriculture. I therefore set about fencing, and 
fenced in two sections of 134 acres each, and two paddocks, 
containing between 30 and 40 acres. I likewise had a garden, 
farm yard, &c., enclosed. I grubbed up from 200 to 300 trees 
and got about 14 acres under cultivation in the season of 
1839. 

The crops, consisting of wheat, oats, barley and potat
oes, were very good - the wheat and oats in particular be
ing most luxuriant. I also sowed soma maize, but considered 
the crop a failure, the situation being, in my opinion, too 
hiah tor this crop. 

The cost of fencing amounted to between L500 and L600. 
In 1839 I had hay cut to the value of L600. The amount would 
have been much more, but a great quantity of it was destroy
ed on account of its not being properly topped. 

The crops now in my farm yard, consisting of oats, barley 
and native hay, I value at LlOOO. This season I have sown 
20 acres with wheat, and I am so satisfied of a profitable 
return that it is my intention to keep at least three 
ploughs constantly employed breaking up the ground so long 
as it may be practicable to do so. 

E. B. Gleeson 

This prosperous state of affairs continuing, 
Gleeson held a celebratory Harvest Home in Dec
ember 1840, attended by Governor Gawler, Cap
tain Sturt, Osmond Gilles and other notables. 
But it was not long before the collapse in South 
Australia's economy sank the squire of Gleeville, 
and took him - with a fortunate transfer of 
funds from abroad - to a sounder base near Clare. 
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other colonists wrote letters in these two 
series -- George Brunskill growing mangel
wurzels at Sandford (today's Marryatville), 
w.B. Randall at Park Farm (Hackney) experiment
ing with every kind of crop on behalf of ~he_ 
south Australian Company, J.W. Bull flourishing 
briefly at Mount Barker, also the Revd Long
bottom, an old India hand eager to recommend 
the bourne upon which shipwreck had thrown him, 
and others of equal conviction. 

If our Newsletter readers would like to hear 
more, let the editors know. These hopefuls 
lived beyond Burnside and so, strictly speaking, 
are beyond our subject matter. But as George 
Brunskill wrote, he was much gratified to read 
the letters from his neighbours. He saw last
ing benefits in it. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-

NO. 1 
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THE MOUNTAIN HUT, GLEN OSMOND 

SAMUEL SELBY begs respectfully to inform the in
habitants of the Eastern Districts and others 
visiting this delightful locality, that the above 
celebrated Hostelry has been reopened by him this 
day, in the management of which he will endeavour 
to emulate the much approved regime of his popular 
predecessor, Mr Henry. 
The greatest attention will be paid to all stock 

committed to his charge, and all teamsters will 
find a comfortable home at moderate charges. 

Enclosed paddocks and substantial stockyards 
2 July, 1852 
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At the February, 1986 Meeting, the following paper was 
presented by Mrs. Jean Turner -

ROBERT COCK. 

Robert Cock was born in Fifeshire, Scotland in 1801 of 
a long line of ancestors dating back to year 1550 with a 
family crest. 

He was a mill-wright, s hop-keeper and carpenter and 
quite capabl e of taking a ny opportunity that came along. 
He was to be come o ne of the most industrious and energetic 
pioneers in the new colo ny of South Australia. 

With his wif e , Catherine, and his 2 boys and 4 girls, he 
left Fifeshire at the age of 34 years for London to board 
the ship "Buffalo" o n July 22 nd, 1836 for Australia. The 
voyage was not with out troubles as they ran into a big storm 
and also had very hot wea ther and trouble with the Captain's 
cow, and at one stage had to return to port. 

Robert kept himse J f bu sy in the carpenter's shop making 
furniture and hen coops and "little houses", much to the 
annoyance of his s hipmates. They spent Christmas anchored off 
Port Lincoln, as Lh e Harbour Master in the "Cygnet" met the 
"Buffalo" to guide them up the gulf to Glenelg where they 
arrived in the early morning of the 28th December, 1836, 
having taken almost 6 months on the journey. They were taken 
ashore and Governor Hindmarsh, in full regalia, rode ashore 
on one of his sailor's back. 

The Proclamation was read in the shade of the bent gum 
tree, a volley fired, and the Flag hoisted. 

In due course the town was set out in streets marked 
into 1-acre blocks called Town Acres. These were sold by 
auction. Robert Cock bought 16 acre blocks and paid from 
five pounds to ele~en pounds, one shilling each. These were 
in the main streets and some at North Adelaide. He built his 
first house on the corner of Hindley and Rosina Streets. 
Rosina Street was named after his friend, Mr. William Fergus
on's wife, whom they had met on board ship and this where he 
set up his auctioneer business. He was then made Government 
auctioneer. 
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He resigned this position in 1838 and he and his friend, 
Mr. W. Ferguson, went into partnership. The business was known 
as Cock and Ferguson, "Land Agent & Auctioneers". Robert also 
carted wa ter from the Torrens to Port Adelaide shippin&, and 
on the return would carry passengers and goods from ships in 
his bullock wagon. He found many ways of making money, and 
his town acres rapidly increased in value. 

He now found time to think of exploring, to see what lay 
on the other side of the mountains, so he set off accompanied 
by Pastor Finlayson, G. Barton and A. Wyatt to find Lake Alex
andrina and the Murray Mouth. At the first creek their pack 
ho rse got bogged and it took until night to free him, so they 
slept at the creek. This creek they called Cock Creek, but 
i t has now changed to Cox creek. They finally arrived at the 
lake and also the Murray Mouth and arrived back home safely. 

They also named one creek Hindmarsh and another one Angas. 

Early in 1838 Cock and Ferguson acquired a large amount 
of capital and proceeded to buy more town acres and 80 acres 
of l a nd at the Eastern foothills. This they called Makgill 
after Mrs. Cock's friend and trustee in Scotland. Afterwards 
it was changed to Magill. They then bought cattle and estab
lished the first large farm. 

Mr. Ferguson then built a house on the property, which 
would be the one at Penfold' s, "Grange", and had a large farm 
there. 

Robert continued with his auctioneer business. During 
July they bought Sections 285 to 289 and 291 comprising 400 
a cres. A portion of the first 80 acres was given to Magill 
f or a cemetry with a section walled off for family. 

In 1843 Robert and W. Ferguson bought more land to the 
south and this took in "Benacre", bringing their property from 
Magill to Glen Osmond. Then in 1845 they purchased section 
271 which was Glenunga. Robert also succeeded in discovering 
a carri a ge road across the Mt. Lofty Ranges to the Angas River 
by whi ch me ans an easy way was opened up with the 5 districts 
in the Mt. Ba rker area. 

La t e r he d i d some e xploring on the coast of York e Penin
s u la an d i n 1 839 a pa rty of men were sent out to e xamine the 
s ho r e s of St . Vin cent Gulf. 
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After thi s th e ship "Vi c t o ria" was sent, with several 
men , including Ro bert Co ck, t o survey the land around Pt. 
Lincoln and up aro und th e Gulf . The survey took them to the 
top of the Gul f a nd down t he o ther side where they were very 
much taken with o n e h a rbo ur wh i ch they named Pt. Victoria, then 
back to Pt. Ad e l a ide . Th i s t ri p took from April to 6th June, 
1839. In 1 840 he pur c ha sed a farm at Mt. Annan near Mt. 
Barker and fa rme d t he r e f or 1 6 ye a rs. When the big depression 
hit South Au s tr a ] i a , li e a nd h is sons, James and Robert, went 
to the Gold Rus h a t Be ndi go , but I don't think they were too 
successful. Wh e n Lhe y ame back he could not settle, and they 
all moved to PorL l a nd , a nd f ina lly Mt. Gambier. They had 
another s o n, J o lin , a nd a l s o 2 girls while living at Mt. Annan. 

At Mt . Ga rn bj r Il e built t he f irst brewery and his son, 
James, farme d. L-1t, r Ro b e r t a ls o had a farm. In about the 
late 60's he r e LJr •d a nd di e d in 1871. James continued with 
farming and l a t er li e r e presente d the Electorate of Victoria 
for Mt. Gamb i er i 11 189 0 a nd was i n parliament for about 10 
years. He d i e d j n 1901. He was my grandfather. 

From th e "ti rd e r Wa t c h", Mt. Gambier -

"To give a f ull a c co unt of this f a ther and son, who had 
pioneered so mu c h , in so ma ny ways and branches of their adop
ted country, wo uld be t o write a history of the colony." 
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WOOTTEN LEA 

•urnsibt J,istorirnl hittp Jnc. VOL. 7 NO. 1 

A 111-;H I TAGI~ WALK THROUGH SEYMOUR COLLEGE 

On Wedn ~d il y b th Apri], as part of Heritage Week, 
student. · o f' :--; q111our College (formerly Presbyterian 
Girls' Col I ,,, ,) wj Ll conduct guided tours of the 
many hj s tori : bujldings which form a part of their 
hed tag , . Th y extend an invitation to you and your 
friend · t o b omc more familiar with our local history. 

The guid ·d wa lks will begin at Barr Smith House, a 
Nationa I Tr ·u t monument which is the centre-piece of 
the S ymoul' heritage. Visitors will be able to glimpse 
the b autjfully-restored reception room in this 
bui .ldi11g which was originally the home of F.H. Faulding 
and part of the property known as Wooton Lea. 

The walks will end at Oodnadatta Cottage, a Heritage 
Museum where the Old Collegians' and Archives Committees 
have preserved much of the history of the school. The 
Old Co]] egian s ' As sociation will serve afternoon tea at 
thj po int· . 

Gujd cd T urs wjJJ de part from the western steps of 
Barr Smith Hou s e (Ma in Office), under the cedar tree. 
Tours will be conduc ted in 45 minute intervals, the 
first at 12 noon and th ereafter at 12.45, 1.30, 2.15 
and 3.00p.m. All are mo s t welcome. 

for further information, telephone 379.0011 
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69 Stanley Street, 
Erindale, 5066. 

Dec. 7th. 

NO. 1 

Dear Edi tor, 

In the latest newsletter there is an article "Fire at 
Stonyfell" and "Mr. Sam Lillywhite's house, etc." This is not 
correct, as my Father's name was Septimus, sometimes called 

Sept. 

You see my Grandfather named all his 12 children, giving 
them appropriate names, e.g. May was born on 1st May, Noel 
at Christmas, and so on. As my Father was the 7th son of the 
seventh son, naturally he was called Septimus. 

I have no idea how the name Sam came to be printed there. 

It is true that there was a fire which n e arly burnt the 
house "Perroomba". Mother and Father were married on July 6th, 
1907 and the fire occurred in March -of that year. 

I have always understood that the houses were left to 
"dry out" for several months before using them, hence Perroomba 
was unoccupied at that time. I always understood that this 
precaution was taken to prevent the occupants catching chills, 
etc. Mother's family died of consumption and so they took 

extra precautions. 

I do enjoy your newsletter so very much and hope one day 

to return to the meetings. 

I am 
Yours sincerely, 
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11 1WM 'l'IIE Rl VER TO THE HILLS 

'1'11 1• ,i l ! ry o( Cumpb c H t own and its first 150 YEARS. 

by Elizabeth Warburton. 

'1'11 I I I :; :1 11 i. s t ory of a fascinating corner of Adelaide 
ly i 11 1', 111 • t 1,w1· 11 - as the title says - the River Torrens and' the 
hil I s n I I 11(' Mo un t Lofty Range. The City of Campbell town as 
it i s 111 1w w,1;: 1111 Ll l recently a market-gardening district, 
espe · I :1 I I y I 11 I Ls northern half towards the river. Gardeners 
still w,11 I i: ,1 111 v of this land, but not nearly so many as in 
year s 1•,"1i, • 1, y. 
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Tl1( • 11 11 111 l1 l' rn lt a lf of Campbell town grew fruit and vegetables 
also, il 11 t I,, , 111 •, c l os er to the old horse-trams, parts of it 
were : ul,d v d \' d I> ' (ore this century began. Magill, in fact 
~as on • ,Ii 111, , I i rs t villages around Adelaide to develop, a~d 
it be ·; 1111t • t 11, · 1· ·nt re of a rich vine-growing and wine-making 
area h (l l 11 11 11 111 ' J.lurnside and Campbell town sides. 

W 11 I !111' I y 0i1 l i k e to know what Tranmere once looked like 
and tl1 t• 11 I>', l11 1us ' S nearby? And beautiful Brookside whose 
winer y

1 
1 1 I I I in place on the edge of the Gums Re;erve? 

Woul~11 I y ,1 11 I 1 ke to learn something about the people who used 
to l t v,· wlll' i'l' yo u do now? Or even if you live somewhere else 
~ut s icl, · iii C:1111pb lltown, there is plenty here to grip your ' 
1ma 1•, i 11 :1 I I ,1 11. Th e y were Australians, after all, like you -
and 1111 I I k( • yo u as we ll. What better gift could there be than 
thl :: 111:: l g lt l i nto our pa st? Trea t your family - treat your 
fri l' 11d :: - wil y no t t r ea t yo ur se lf? 

'1'11 ! ;: lrn11k, l :11111 · l1t •d in J ,rnu a ry, 1987, is $18.00 per 
co py, plu · po s li q \ ' ( ., 'J. 50) l f re quired. 

It can be o rd e r , d f r om -

The Corpora t io n uf Ca rnpbelltown, 
172 Montacute Ro :1d, Ros trevor 5073. 
Phone: 337-232 2 




