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* SMALLER BUILDINGS * 
WHAT WAS THE ORIGIN OF THE FOLLOWING? 

The walls of an old cottage at the end of Gandy's Gully, 
a. Abyo,necElt1g! ~~~iethe entrance to the Grange Vineyard. 
b. A~ old building, now a residence at the end of Myrona C. 

Avenue, Glenunga. d 
d . a residence towards the eas tern en d. An old buil mg, now 

of Stonyfell Road. 
e. An old building, now 

Haz elwood Park (the 
a r es idence , 518 Grrrnhi ll Road, 
original Lind n f l.r1L<'). 

1985 

APRIL 15 
Monday 8p.m. 

MAY 13 

Monday 

MAY 19 

Sunday 

8p.m. 

P R O G R A M M E 

Annual General Meeting followed by a talk 
"Learning History through Family History" 
by Elsie Ahrens - a member of the Burnside 
Historical Society. Elsie has spent a 
number of years now, researching her family 
ancestry and has discovered a wealth of 
information regarding earlier members of 
her family who settled in Australia. Whilst 
working on this she has also discovered many 
other items of interest which should make 
this a most interesting evening of personal 
research and discovery. 

"The History of Kapunda 11 by Mr. Rob Roy Charlton. 
Kapunda is the site of the first discovery of 
copper in South Australia and has played a 
significant role in the development of local 
mining wealth. Although the mines are now 
closed they have become a centre of historical 
interest, leading to the writing of a history 
of Kapunda by Mr. Charlton who is an acknow
ledged expert on the area. 

Visit to Kapunda. Following on from the talk by 
Mr. Rob Roy Charlton, he is very kindly going 
to take us on a day trip to inspect the area. 
A coach will leave the car park behind the 
Burnside Town Hall at 9.00a.m. and we should 
be back by 5.00p.m. Please bring your own pic
nic and drink for the day. The cost is expected 
to be about $1 a head, and bookings must be 
made with the Secretary. 

I 

I 1 
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1985 

JUNE 17 "The History of two Local Churches ". On this 

M d 8 
churches evening we will hear th e hi s Lory of -

on ay p.m. · 

JULY 15 

Monday 8p.m. 

AUGUST 19 

Monday 8p.m. 

Burnside Christian Church by Mr s . 8. Siviour 
who has researched the ea rly hi s to ry of the 
church and become very knowl cdqca hl e on the 
subject. She is now writinq U1<' hi s lory of 
the church. Mrs. Siviour is th e fourt h gener
ation of the Rodger family wh o wrrc amongst 
the earliest pioneers in 13urn c; idr. and one of 
her ancestors laid th e foundtil ion s tone of the 
church. 

Knightsbridge Baptist Church liy H<>v. John Helm, 
the current pas tor who ha s j11 •, l. wr i L ten a book 
on the History of the church. Although Mr. 
Helm has only been at the chu rc h 1, ince 1982, he 
has built up an extensive knowl C' <lq<' of the church 
with co-operation of its mc111IH'r•, ,111<1 produced a 
most superior and fascinali11 9 IJook. 

"The History of Prince Alfred Co lh'<J"" l>y Mr. Ron 
Gibb. Mr. Gibb is a highly r cs prc l.<'d and know
ledgeable professional hi stori an of t.onr, icl erable 
local repute who will delight us with IIH' history 
of this local school which he has ju <. l. rr se arched 
for writing a book. Although the schoo l i s just 
outside the Burnside area, it mu st be known to us 
all and worthy of deeper knowledge . 

"The History of Lacemaking'' by Mrs. Euni ce Clark, 
one of our members, in conjunction with Mr s . Joy 
Campbell. Joy learned lacemaking in England and 
has now established herself as a local authority 
on the subject. She conducts numerous lacemaking 
classes, and will bring along many samples of her 
work which will also be demonstrated during the 
evening. 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e . 

1985 

SEPTEMBER 16 

OCTOBER 20 

Sunday 

NOVEMBER 18 

::::J. 

To be advised later. 

It is hoped that the October meeting will ta~ 
the form of an outing to Macclesfield, but 
this is not confirmed yet. 

To be advised later. However, we hope that 
either the September or November meetings 
will be addressed by the (as yet unappointed) 
Burnside Heritage Officer. 

Answers to QUIZZ, Page 2. 

Cottage occupied by Edward Gandy, who managed Edward 
Laughton's Jersey stud kept there, and grazed some 
of the cattle brought in for the market. 

The Penfold cottage. Said to have been built for Dr. 
Penfold in 1844, but more likely to have been built 
for William Ferguson in 1838. (He was partner with 
Robert Cock in the Makgill Estate, including that 
section, which was the headquarters of the farming 
operations. They sold to Dr. Penfold, and Ferguson 
re-established himself at Myrtle Bank). 

Once the stables and coachhouse to Benacre. ·, 

Once the stables and coachhouse to Stonyfell, the 
Crompton residence. 

Once the lodge at the entrance to the avenue leading 
up to Linden. 
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THE BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the fourth ANNUAL G[ NER AL MEETING 
of the Burnsicte Historical Society of South Au s l ra lia- Inc. will 
be held in the Burnside Community Centre, on Mond ay 15th April 
1985, at 8.00 p.m. 

A G E N D A 

l. Apologies 

2. Minutes of the third Annual General Mc<'ling . 

3. President's Report. 

4. Secretary/Treasurer's Report. 

5. Determination of Subscription fees for 1985 /86. 
The Co1T1Tiittee has recommended that lhen .! be no 
change in the fees for the year 1985 /8 

6. Election of the Co1T1Tiittee for 1985/06. 

7. Election of Auditor for 1986. 

8. Other business ... no other business has bce t1 notified 
to the Secretary. 

The Corrmittee for 1984/85 consists of the foll owing 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Other members 

* Mr. John Clark 
*Mrs.Margaret Black 
* Mr. Richard House 
* Mrs. Mary Auld 

Mrs. Edna Bayfield 
Mr. Ted Bayfield 
Miss Wendy Bromell 

* Mr. Allan Cross 
*Mrs. Margaret Preiss 

AGENDA for the fourth A.G.M. cont'd. 

In accordance with Paragraph 8a of the Constitution, the 
President, the Secretary, Treasurer and three (3) other 
members are due to retire. The members marked* are those 
retiring in 1984, all are eligible for re-election. 

In accordance with Paragraph 8b of the Constitution, "Nom
inations may be received at an Annual General Meeting, or 
submitted in writing to the Secretary before the meeting. 
A written nomination must bear an endorsement that the nom
inee accepts nomination". 
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RAMBLES ROUND THE GARDENS 
' 

Continued from our December Newsletter. 

WOOTTEN LEA - owned at this time by C.S. Fowler whose head 
gardener was A.W. Howard. 

The next house is a grade cooler and is heated by a recently 
imported stove. The visitor walks upon a raised platform, 
which places him in a position to look down upon the plants. 
This is a very sensible arrangement, because one does not 
desire to inspect the pots in which the plants are grown, and, 
by standing nbove, the full beauty of the foliage and flowers 
is taken in at once as it would be in nature. 

The first plant to take the eye is the Poinsettia plenissims 
wich ics double or triple rows ot long and brilliant scarlet 
bracts, looking like an immense scarlet flower to which, how
ever, these bracts are only auxiliary. 

11 
I 

Next com~s the B~gonia Fro~belli, new to this colony, anu not 
very old iu England, but much valued. The Euphorbia jacquini
flora is one of the most beautiful winter flowering stove 
shrubs, the flowers being of a coral-red colour and in wreaths 
six to nine inches in length. The palms are always beautiful 
and the Areca cripita is no exception to the rule. There is 
another palm close beside this called the Champaedora gramin
ifelia, quite new to this colony, and very distinct in char
acter. 

j' 
I 

Adjoining the stovehouse is a greenhouse not heated, and fitted I 
with a platform like the last . It contains a large number of 
the finest Primulas I have seen here, besides the usual assort
ment of Fuchsias and Cinerarias coming on, with a variety of 
Begonias, Ferns etc. 

. 
The shadehouse is a very handsome structure in lathwork, 30 
feet square and high in proportion. This shape seems to be 
preferable t o a parallelogram, and affords room for the proper 
display of the larger centre plants . The principal centre 
plant here is the Latanis Borbonica , one of the Palm tribe, 
with fine large fan-like fonds wh ich stands the cold exceed
ingly well. 
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Gardeners who have chiefly learned their business in the more 
rigorous climate of Europe, na turally are imbue d with the 
prejudices and addicted to the practices of tha t part o.f the 
world, and thus many plants are kept under sha de a nd shelter 
which could be well grown out in the open, wh ilst very many 
plants are confined to the storehouse - where i t i s disagree
able to visit them in summer - when they could v e ry well be 

kept in the shadehouse, which is a most pleasant retreat from 
the heat of the day. 

In the grounds adjoining the houses are the usual apportenances 
to a well kept garden, including frames filled with stock for 
the hottest beds for nursing up or r a ising pla nts for filling 
the open borders, heaps of manure from o ne t o t hree years old, 
potting soil etc. The water for this p lace has to be pumped 
up from a great depth by horse-power, wh ich a t the same time 
works a chaff-cutter etc. 

The outlook from Wooten Lea is very e xt e nd ed, affording a full 
view of the Cult St. Vincent and of all the i n t e r vening plains. 
In its immediate neighbourhood are the beauti f ul rises of the 
Mount Lofty Range and not far off is the on c e famous Glen Osmond 
silver leadmine, which was discontinue d, I bel ieve, through 
the high price of labour. 

There are several more residences .in t he vicin it y some of which 
are more remarkable for the want of n e atnes s in t he ir sur
roundings than for the display of ho r ti c u l tural t a ste. Not 
very far away is a large mansion, lookin g like tha t in whic h 
"The Sleeping Beauty" was confined for 100 ye a rs by magic, 
overgrown with brambles and inaccessible almost to birds. I 
heard remarkable stories of orange-groves hidd e n up in weeds 
and rubbish in the neighbourhood, but was unable to find the 
exact locality. There are, however, some very beautiful ga rden s. 
about here, and there can be no doubt that in future times the 
locality will be crowded with the residences of our wealthy 
colonists. 

Ex.t ti.acted 6ti.om "Ade.£.a,i,de Ob-6eti.veti.", 17th July, 1880 -
copy ~n t he Local. H~-6.toti.y Colle.won, B.P.L. 

I I , 

B.H.S. TIT BITS 

the Society led by Margaret Black are designing 
pictorial quilt with the theme of "Buildings in 
Designing of the quilt has commenced and hope

A group from 
and making a 
Burnside". 
fully wi 11 be finished for the Jubilee 150 in 1986. 

* * * * * 
A reminder about the wine glasses that the Society has bought 
for resale. They are painted in gold, with the name of the 
Society on one side in the old letter styling such as is used 
at the top of the front page of the Newsletter, and on the 
other side there is a picture of the old Toll House and Toll 
Gate at the bottom of Mount Barker Road. The rim of the glass 
is also gold. 

These glasses are most attractive items, and we will be using 
them as gifts for our visiting speakers. In addition they are 
available for members to purchase at the price of $3 each, which 
covers the cost and makes a small contribut ion towards the cost 
of those that will be given to the speakers. 

Please get in touch with Richard House {Phone 79 7334) if you 
would like to see the glasses or make a purchase. 

* * * * * 
BURNSIDE HERITAGE STUDY 

Burnside Council has decided to have a heritage survey done for 
the Burnside area. The cost of the survey will be $15,000 and 
a committee is in the process of being formed to co-ordinate 
the project. One of the first tasks of this calnmittee will be 
to call for expressions of interest from a list of architects 
recommended by the Heritage Conservation Branch of the Depart~ 
ment of Environment and Planning. It is hoped that the survey 
will corrmence in mid 1985. 

* * * * * 
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BURNSIDE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

LOCAL HISTORY COLLECTION 

It is a bright colourful space, with chairs and tables and a 
collection of material interesting to all local historians. 
There are delightful displays of photographs, keeping the walls 
alive with scenes from the past. 

Three four-drawer cabinets contain biographic al and other 
written or printed material relating to the growth and char
acter of Burnside. You know some of it from "The Paddocks 
Beneath", but by no means all. The book was the top of an 
iceberg and more has been added to the collection since the 
time it was written. 

We also have five shelves of publications on local history in 
South Australia, which can be read here and a dozen old street 
directories which have a fascination of their own. 

Maps and subdivisional plans are kept in a cabinet with some 
of the larger photographs which we are lucky enough to have. 
Of course we would like more material for this record of old 
Burnside, but even what we have would surprise many of you. 
As Angela says - "Come in and see!" 

STAFF Angela Steinberner, B.A. (Adel.) and 
student of graphic arts. 

Elizabeth Warburton, B.A. (hons.), Dip.Ed. 
Visits on Fridays. 

'.', 

.,. 

I .:) . 

Sunday 19th May DAY TRIP TO KAPUNDA 

On the Sunday after his talk Mr Rob Roy Charlton has v e 
kindly agreed to take our members on a day trip to Kapu1 
This should he a most interesting . day, and a bus will 
l eave from be hind the Burnside Town Hall at 9.30 a.m., 
r·e turning by ':).00 p.m. Please be there a few minutes 
earlier and bring you own picnic, drinks, etc. The cos 
wil I be $7 a head (with a possible refund if we get eno1 
t akers). and bookings should be placed with the Secreta 1 
Hi chard House (Tel 79 7:334) . Non members are also welco.i 

"MEMBERS' INTERESTS" questionnaire 

The Secretary would like to thank those of you who have 
returned your questionnaire. The information provided 
will be most useful if we are looking for people with 
particular skills or interests. However, there are sti 
a large number of forms outstanding, and return of the m 
would be very much appreciated. 
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THORPE FAMILY OF BURNSIDE 

Thomas and Kezia Thorpe moved to Burnside in 1875 being 35 
and 32 years respectively with their six children, later fo1 
children were added to their family. The Thorpe home and 
shop was situated on Greenhill Road opposite Sitters Memori, 
Drive. 

The late Claude D. Thorpe, a grandson of Thomas and Kezia, 
compiled a comprehensive history of the family from 1840. 

We hope to publish part of the history associated with Burn 
side from time to time in our Newsletter. 

Many of the early families of Burnside were united through 
marriage with the Thorpe family. 

* * * * * 

We know very little about the Thorpe family's Rundle Street 
days, even though, as Grandfather relates, they were there 
for 9½ years. The restaurant was apparently part of the 
market itself, and leased to various tenants by the propri e 
of the market, Mr. Vaughan. The main meal served by Grand
mother would have been breakfast, and her customers would h 
been the market gardeners who perforce had to leave their 
hills market gardens, with their carts or trolleys loaded 
up with produce, in the dark hours of early morning, in 
order to arrive in time for the market's opening time. 

They must have felt like a good hot breakfast of bacon and 
eggs on their arrival. The buyers of their fruits and vege 
tables would have been mainly the owners of the greengrocer 
vans who would later that morning begin their 'fruit and 
veg.' rounds in the city and what we now calJ suburbs 
(villages in those days). They would not have needed to 
rise as early as the growers but many would have found it 
convenient to patronize Grandmother's restaurant rather 
than breakfast at home. An early mid-day meal may have 
suited some clients, rather than breakfast, but perhaps 
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it was too early for many who would want to start on the 
trek home, walking their horses up miles of hills on their 
return journ~y. 

I have no doubt that her market experience guided Grandmother 
when the family, now grown to seven children, made its next 
move. The roove may even have been for the sake of the child
ren. Elen, the eldest was now eleven, with six younger 
brothers and sisters (no, five - little Mary Ann had lived 
only two months, the family's only loss so far). The East 
End Market, with its nearby hotels, and the general Rundle 
Street atmosphere, no backyard to play in, (although East 
Park Lands were close at hand) was not much of an area in 
which to bring up children. 

Many of the market gardeners, Grandmother knew, descended 
from the hills down Greenhill Road, Burnside. They returned 
the same way and, after leaving the level of what is now 
Glynburn Road, had to spell their horses after the first 
steep pinch of¼ mile up the Greenhill Road, even though 
their load was now lightened after unloading at the market. 
Right there, at the top of the hill, at getting on for mid
day, would be a welcome spot for a rest for the horses and a 
meal for the driver. If he could also purchase his supplies 
of chaff, bran, flour and kitchen necessities from a store at 
the same spot, that would be ideal. 

So the Thorpes built or bought a general store at that spot. 
Their customers would already be well known to them at the 
East End Market restaurant. The fact that they stayed there 
in business for over 30 years proves that their (or Grand
mother's?) judgement was right. 

They moved to Greenhill Road in 1875 and left it in 1907, which 
makes their spell there 32 years. They still owned the prop
erty for several years after they left it, but it was not sold 
until about 1920, by which time they had owned it for 45 years. 

Thirty-two years is a long time for a family to spend in one 
house, half a lifetime. Grandfather was 35 when he went there. 
He was 67 when he left it. Grandmother was his junior by 
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three years. They brought their six children with them to 
Greenhill Road, Elen 11, Edmund 10, Ada 6, Thomas 4, Herbert 
3 and the baby Phoebe, 2. Grandmother was pregnant with 
Frederick when she moved in. Frederick Hall Thorpe was born 
on bth October, 1875. More children were to be born dur
ing the long stay at Burnside, Frank in 1877, Archibald in 
1878, followed by my father Gerner in 1881 and the young
est, Rebecca in 1882. By then Grandmother was 40 and her 
childbearing days were over. She had borne 12 children, ten 
of whom survived to maturity. (Frederick Hall Thorpe died 0 1 
14th August, 1885, at the age of 9 years. I have a vague re 
collection of my father telling me that Fred died of dip
thereia, which was the great child-killer in those days be-
fore vaccination for the disease ended its reign. I re-
member being shown the circular vaccination pattern on my 
Father's shoulder when I was a boy.) 

The Burnside shop no longer exists, having finally burned 
down, on New Years Day, a Sunday in 1961, I am told, after 
it had become no longer profitable although still conducting 
business. However, I have a photograph of a painting, done 
originally by an unknown artist from a vantage point in a 
paddock across the road. This painting is in the possession 
of my cousin Geff Carter of Sydney, who found it among his 
mother's possessions after her death in 1966. It appears 
that it was taken to Sydney by my aunt 'Beck' (Rebecca, the 
youngest of the Thorpe family) along with Grandfather's 
diaries after her visit to Adelaide on the occasion of the 
funeral of her elder sister Ada. The shop in the painting 
looks very old-fashioned by today's standards but is remin
iscent of country stores of not so long ago. 

'The shop' is something within my own meroory, although my 
grandparents left it just before I was born. For many years 
my grandmother visited 'the shop' monthly to collect the renl 
from her tenants. On one of these occasions she took me with 
her, during the period after my mother's death; when I was li 
ing with my grandparents at Marion Road. I would have been 
of an age of 10 years or so at the time. I have a faint late 
recollection of making the long lone trip by tramcar from 
Marion Road to Burnside and back to collect the rent on my 
grandmother's behalf at the age of about 12. 
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It appears that there were separate titles to the block of just 

over an acre on which the shop and outbuildings stood, and the 
rest of allotment 44, which ran right back from Greenhill Road 
through to High Street. Burnside. The memo dated 23rd June, 
1875, from the land-agent, Kearne Bros., which records the sale 
states, 'We have this day sold to Mr. Thomas Thorpe, remainder 
of allotment No. 44 in the village of Burnside for the sum of 
sixty pounds ~60) whereof we have received Ten Pounds on 
account - the balance of Fifty Pounds to be paid in three years 
from this date, .. . .... interest in the meantime to be paid half 
yearly at the rate of Ten per Cent per Annum'. 

The whole of allotment 44, which the family acquired in 1875 
measured approximately 4½ acres. On 1st November of the 
following year Grandfather purchased the next allotment but 
one, further east, No. 46, for the sum of j'68, paying /18 
deposit, thus acquiring a total of about 9 acres. This would 
be sufficient, he must have reasoned, to be worth working for 
market gardening, fruit trees, dairy cattle and crops of cer
eals with which to feed the cattle and necessary working horses. 

This sketch of the area should make the position of the property 
c 1 ear: I I I-~ · 
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Grandmother now had her shop and some of her East End Ma~ket · 
'old friends' as customers, to whom she served cups of tea 
and scones or more substantial meals as well as the goods they 

needed for home and stable. Grandfather was 'back on the land' 
after nearly 10 years. Their prospects looked good and they 
appeared in fact to have prospered, with the help of their grow
ing boys and girls and some casual labour employed when the 
work threatened to get ahead of them, both in the house and shop 
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(Grandmother's domain). In the 'garden' outside, there was 
a stone 'man's rocm' as well as hayshed, dairy, toolshed, 
stables and cart sheds - and there was a well. 

When we peer over fences today to examine the area, we soon 
see that some of allotment 46 is and was, quite steep, too 
much slope, one would judge for ploughing and some of it 
very stony, with little soil cover. Some of the land was 
doubtless well suited for growing crops of vegetables for 
the market, but other parts suited only for fruit trees and 
almonds. In Grandfather's diary he records the fact that 
water poured across the land in times of heavy rainfall, 
washing out channels through his best land. The Council 
was appealed to, to do something about stormwaters coming 
in off the roadway. The ground baked hard in the sulffl1€r, 
making digging back breaking work. 

In the diaries kept from December 1901 to 1907, we can read 
a day by day account of the activities on the ~farm' during 
the last years of the family's occupation. Grandfather was 
almost 61. My father, Gern was 20. Rebecca was 18. 

1901 June -- --
1st. Very cold day. I put in three rows of potatoes 

(Imported Elephants). 

3rd. A Public Holiday, dull day but no rain. I put in a 
packet of red turnip seed and then pruned the vines .. 
The chaff merchants have formed an agreement to 
sell the bags with the chaff. A great deal of dis
satisfaction about it with the customers that deal 
here. They say they will take their bags and get 
them filled to save 3d. on the bag. 

4th. I have put in a new slip-panel to keep Jack the foal 
in - got out last night - found him at Ancock's. 
Started to dig vines. Put in 8 vine cuttings off the 
Black Hambergs and 8 off the trellis vine. 

5th. A very squally showery day. A heavy rain about 4a.m. 
filled all the gutters and washed all the dams away 
down to poor little Essex, (next door neighbours, at 
bottom of allotment 45. Frank Thorpe had married 

Elizabeth Essex in 1898 and gone to live in Western 
Au st r alia). It washed right through their house · 



6th. 

dO, 

and did them a deal of damage in their garden. 
for them. I went down and did what I could for 
did little jobs between the showers. 

I dug between the caulies and put slips of thyme 
edge of t~e footpath, then went across and began 
the Early Rose potatoes - Mother got 200 lbs. of 
town. 

I am sorry 
them. I 

along the 
p 1 anting 
them in 

7th. A very nice day. The folks have been voting today. I put 
in a bed of John Day cabbage seed. That finished another 
week. Thank God for his protection and care over us 
through another week. 

8th. Sunday, a dull cloudy day. Ou pastor gave us a good sermon 
from Acts 4, 'And they took notice they had been with 
Jesus.• He was very earnest. May the Lord bless the 
sermon. Aunt Eliza much better now. I had a very happy 
day, bless the Lord. (At this time of his life Grand
father made the two mile walk down to Parkside Methodist 
Church every Sunday morning. The rest of the family 
attended the Burnside Christian Church - but were not as 
regular chapel goers as Grandfather. Aunt Eliza had been 
for four years the widow of his late favourite brother 
Edwin. He usually visited her after church and sometimes 
stayed to dinner. He valued the family as friends. 
Aunt Eliza ran the bakery and shop of E.T. Thoroe and 
Sons on Glen Osmond Road, Parkside, after Edwin's death 
in 1897, at the early age of 49). 

10th. A pleasant day. We have been ploughing with Grip, did a 
a good piece. (Grip was a 'family horse'. He was a fine 
chestnut utility horse, that stayed with the family for 
many years, going with them when they shifted to Lockleys). 

11th. A nice day - finished the ploughing with Albert this 
morning and Albert harrowed it (probably Albert Bradshaw -
the hired help of the time who occupied the 'man's room'). 
Called to s~e Mr. Beaumont. He wants me to prune his 
trees and vines next week. 

13th. I went down to · Uncle Harry's in the afternoon. Found them 
both well. (Uncle Harry was grandfather's brother Henry 
Luke Thorpe. In his diary Grandfather named relations by 
their relationship to his children, hence 'Aunt' Eliza, 
1 'Uncle' Harry). 

14th. 

20th. 

-;J_: 1 

A beautiful day. I have put all the drains right 
today, one down the middle, along Richters fence, 
and both ends of the peaground, and shot at sparrows 
many times. My wife has not spoken to me today. 
She hurt my feelings very much by saying she had 
kept me these ten years, which is not true. My 
labour and the products of the garden has kept me 
and left a margin of pounds each year, as my book 
shows. 
I got up at ten past five and went off to prune Mr. 
Beaumont's vines and trees. Called at Aunt Eliza's 
soon after, and Birth kindly made me a cup of tea. 
(Aunt Eliza's son Birth, usually called Bert, was 
well liked by Grandfather and frequently mentioned 
in the diaries, right through from 1901 to 1922. It 
was after him that my brother Birth - also called 
Bert - was named). I got a small new loaf (from Bert) 
and off down to the job. It kept ne very busy (I 
have adopted a policy of correcting Grandfather's 
spelling and grammar. 'Busy' for example, is con
sistently spelt 'buisy'. 'I done' for 'I did' is 
common. I walked up to town and hone in a car. 
(This is probably a reference to the 'horse-tram', 
at first called a 'horse-car'). I net with a cold 
reception, asked no questions as to how I got on for 
breakfast or anything else, but never mind, I earned 
7 shillings. 

* * * * * 

The above should be enough for the present to give some idea 
of Thomas Thorpe's life-style, when he was 61. We can see 
that he worked hard, at least according to his own account; 
was interested naturally, in the day by day weather and dealt 
with a big variety of the daily tasks associated with his 
garden. He was a pious man attending church regularly. He 
was, never-the-less, rather isolated from his.family, particu 
larly from his wife. He was hurt by her apparent coldness to 
him. She did not appreciate that he worked hard. (She doubt 
ed this). There was trouble in their financial relationship. 
She held the purse-strings and thought that she supported him 
rather than the other way round. The shop paid, she knew, but 
thought that the garden did not. She rarely gave him any 



;)~ . 

money - that 7/- for pruning for Mr. Beaumont was important 
to him for it went into his pocket. 

The friction between Grandfather and Grandmother stemmed, I 
think, from the fact that the business and the property, by 
1901, were both in her name. We do not know how this came a
bout. The original memoranda of purchase of the two allotments 
were in the name of Thomas Thorpe. We have no record of the 
purchase of the combined shop and house on the one-acre 'home 
block', but the Directory entries show Thomas Thorpe and not 
Kezia Thorpe from 1876 on until suddenly in 1898, it becomes, 
'Thorpe, Mrs. Thomas, Storekeeper, Burnside, and continues 
thus up to and including 1907 when the couple left Burnside. 
An invoice from the shop has been preserved. It is headed -

BURNSIDE 

........... . ..... 190 . .. 

Mil ••••••••••••••• 

Vk. to K. THORPE S CO. 

GenViaf Stoke 

BRAN, CHAFF & e. SOLV AT THE CHEAPEST PRICES FOR CASH 
1ntVte4t ehallge.d on aeeou~ ovVt Thkee Month4. 
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B .. H. S. ROUND-UP 

The February Meeting held at Beaumont House, was a very 

enjoyable evening. Over 60 members and friends attended. 

Mr. Tony Gilbert took us on a tour of the building, pointing 

out the original cottage and outbuildings and the additions 

and alterations made by the various owners. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Simpson later spoke of the owners and their 

background which proved to be very interesting. 

The National Trust and Beaumont House group must be commended 

on the painstaking work and restoration that has been taken 

over the years to make this Historic Home such a show piece. 

* * * * * 

REMINISCENCES OF EARLY BURNSIDE. In January our member, Eric 

Warland, addressed the meeting and delighted about 40 members 

with many personal recollections of life in Burnside and the 

c lose association that his family has with the area. Eric's 

grandfather ran the original Burnside Inn on High Street which 

has now been demolished, plus the blacksmith's forge opposite, 

and the first Burnside bus which went into Adelaide and back. 

* * * * * 
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"IN PATHS DIRECTED" 

PRICE :$ 13•~~ 

.;)b. 

BOOK REVIEW * 

Reminiscences and Autobiography of 
Emily E. Churchward, nee Padman. 

From most local bookstalls. 

It is 120 years and more since Emily Padman was running about 
the beautiful foothills of eastern Adelaide, but not long 
since she died. A life spanning the years 1853-1944 saw 
changes that boggle the imagination; but at the time, from 
her perspective, the focus was sharpest near home and dim out 
where the 'great' events were convulsing nations. 

Emily Padman Churchward existed almost solely as a daughter, 
sister, cousin to far degrees, and wife and mother. Trained 
to it and never deviating, she was also a pious Methodist, 
singing, preaching and living her religion, and sending out 
into the world four missionary sons and daughters. 

Her diaries form the basis of this book, though not communi
cated immediately as one would wish of diarists. How dare 
they - one complains unwarrantably - destroy the 'strictly 
personal' (page 9) and rewrite from the far hills of old age? 
However, this writer retained a candour, even an artlessness, 
and a consistency of opinion that preserve a good deal of the 
original eager girl. As for the mature woman, an impoverished 
widow bringing up seven intelligent children, her purposeful 
voice comes clearly from these pages. The endless work, the 
illnesses, the grievous deaths, anxieties over the children, 
the sheer blind accidents of life, are all here, put down pell 
mell with the duck eggs, the Bible Class, a recipe for in
flating small amounts of food in the frying pot, games en
joyed in the family circle. In short, the minutiae and the 
stuff of life. 

Not in so much detail, but with something of his wife's open
ness, Samuel Churchward's account of his courting days appears 

'27 

here . As an impeccable Methodist bachelor, new to Adelaide, 
ea rning e nough (just enough) to marry, he was beset on all 
sides and also attracted to all sides. Would it be Miss Day? 
Miss Beaney? Miss Sunter? No, in the end it was Miss P., 
"little Dot": "A jolly long walk with Miss P ... • Making up 
my mind to it ....... Yes, Dot is mine - come about more quickly 
than I expected, but none the less nice." 

The published work is owed to three generations of the family: 
Emily Churchward herself, her daughter stella, and Stella's 
daughter Mary Macdonald, the little girl from an Indian 
mission field who figures briefly at the end of the diary. All 
three were right in thinking that they had something to com
municate, something of personal worth and something too, of 
worth to South Australia. How often do we find living detail 
of this span of our history? How many women or men from it 
can we feel we really know? Very few. Therefore, we owe 
thanks to Mary Ma cdonald for putting on record her grandmother's 
bequest. 

Elizabeth Warburton. 
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