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From the Editor’s Desk 

 
Monday 15 April will be our AGM.  This is the time to select your office bearers and 
Committee for this next year.  We have two Committee members retiring, but 
available for re-election, and a vacancy following the resignation of Chas Grimes. 
You may consider standing or even volunteering in another way to help share the 
load of running the Society.  Every small bit helps. 

This issue has a variety of short articles about Society events.  I hope you enjoy 
reading them and acquire a greater knowledge of the making of history that is going 
on all the time, whether it is new events or recognition of past events. 

The Newsletter Committee has had offers of articles by members for future issues.  If 
you have any articles or photos, or know of someone who may have an article in 
relation to the history of Burnside, then please contact me at esmyth@adam.com.au 
or on 8332 8019. 

Elaine Smyth (Editor) 

IN THIS ISSUE 
  

  

President’s Message 3 
Program for 2013 5 
South Coast Regional Tour 8 
History Month Program 10 
Burnside’s heritage—one lost & one retained 11 
AGM Nomination Form and Agenda 12 
Meeting Report 14 
Different fortunes 150 years ago—McDouall Stuart and  
    Burke and Wills 15 
Murray House 16 

Oral History Project 17 

Survey of Plaques in the City of Burnside Project 18 

Auldana 18 

The Society gratefully acknowledges annual grant funding from the City of 
Burnside to support the production of this Newsletter.  

*  Deadline for June 2013 issue of Newsletter is Friday 26 April 2013. 
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President’s Message 

Fortunately it was warm, not hot, weather for our January outdoor meeting. Raye 
Whitehead and Jim Everett, members of the Walkerville Wesleyan Cemetery, led 
two groups and told us stories of some of the people interred. Of special interest to 
us were the graves of Sir Samuel and Lady Davenport and the Cleland family. A 
delicious meal at the Sussex Hotel followed our tour, with a chance for members 
and their guests to meet with each other.  

This year is already a busy one for our Society. We were fortunate to receive two 
grants earlier this year. The annual Burnside Council Community Grant, $795 this 
year, allows us to continue the Society’ s high quality Newsletter. Additionally, the 
Historical Society of South Australia granted $500 towards our Oral History 
Project. We thank these organisations most sincerely for their support.  

We have a diverse range of topics in place for our 2013 Program with local, state 
and national subjects. Eight of our members will be addressing us at six of the ten 
meetings. We appreciate the individual knowledge and experience that our 
speakers will share with us. 

The popular About Time: South Australia’s History Festival in the month of May is 
continuing and we are combining with the Burnside Library for some of the 
activities. There will be three walks Eastwood, Rose Park and Beaumont. You can 
access information on other events online and in the About Time booklet which 
should be available at our April meeting. We are very fortunate to have members 
willing to volunteer time and share their knowledge during History Month. May is 
also the month when we publicly recognise of the work of volunteers. 

In December 2012 geologist and Society member Dr Ross Both and I drove to 
Blinman to view and discuss the Blinman Mines in the context of the Glen Osmond 
mines, in particular Wheal Watkins. We travelled 1000 km to see and hear first 
hand how a town of 20 residents, through their active Progress Association, could 
achieve so much within ten years. Blinman Mine was restored and reopened and 
many tourists have visited. Go online to: http://www.heritageblinmanmine.com.au 

The Glen Osmond Mines are recognized as the first metaliferous mines in 
Australia. In 1984 they were included in the Register of State Heritage Items. From 
1986-2005 Burnside Historical Society guides conducted public tours of Wheal 
Watkins, the only one of the mines not on private land. Because of a rock fall in 
April 2005 the mine has since been closed to public access. It is important that 
restoration work be undertaken soon for the benefit of future generations. Colin 
Harris and Ross have been striving for a positive, constructive outcome and we 
believe there needs to be serious and open discussion and action about 
rehabilitating the mine to again make it safe for public tours. 
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Richard House has organised a reprint of the Society’ s brochure, now with a website 
address on the cover. These brochures are available at meetings for you to take and 
distribute to those you think might be interested in joining.  Guides also hand them 
out at the end of walks and bus tours and they are available in the Local History 
Room.   

In late breaking news we heartily congratulate Richard House for the OAM he 
received in this year’ s Australia Day Honours listing.  Also in the late news 
category, we have had to postpone our planned tour of the Littlehampton brickworks 
and Chas Grimes has resigned from the Committee – we thank him for his 
contribution. 

Meredith Ide, JP 

SUBS RENEWALS FOR 2013 
All subscriptions fall due on 1 April this year: the amount will be set at the April 
2013 AGM. 

Memberships may be paid at our monthly meetings, by direct bank transfer, or 
posted to the Treasurer, Richard House, at the Society’ s address indicated on the 
inside back cover. 

To pay by Direct Bank Transfer 

ank Name  BankSA 
Account Name Burnside Historical Society 
BSB           105  086 
Account No 30298840 
Your Name  Ensure that this field shows your name clearly 
Amount               $22 for a single member or $33 for family members. 
Message/Reference  Enter this field as BHS subscription 
 
The Society welcomes donations made by members.  These extra contributions to 
our funds will be put to good use in our ongoing projects to record the City of 
Burnside history.  

We welcome our latest new member Walter Silzer and hope that you 
enjoy our common interest in history and sharing our friendship. 
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Monday 18 March—Rick Moore  
Now v’s Then: Rambling after Explorers 
 

It is well recognized that Australians are mainly coastal dwellers. The great 
interior of the country was unknown by Europeans for some time after they 
had established their early coastal settlements. In South Australia and the 
Northern Territory this aspect was even more pronounced and remains so, 
partly due to the arid nature of these regions. Rick Moore has travelled 
extensively in the Australian outback for some years and in an illustrated 
talk he will reflect on the nature of the country both from the perspectives of 
explorers and that of a modern day traveller. 
 
Rick’ s understanding of exploration history comes not from research alone, 
but from driving countless miles to view locations in an attempt to frame the 
achievements of early explorers.  Along the way he has been to a few out of 
the way spots and cooked a few campfire meals. He has looked at tiny, life-
saving waters, thought about the difficulties of camel and horseback 
expeditions and talked to many station people about various aspects of not 
just survival, but potential prosperity in the interior. He has published 
articles and presented papers on exploration history and he is also the 
current President of the John McDouall Stuart Society. 

 
Monday 15 April—Richard House 
Annual General Meeting  
30 years of the BHS 
 

Richard’ s talk will be a brief résumé of the thirty years of the Burnside 
Historical Society. He will cover such topics as walking tours, bus tours, 
outside visits, the Glen Osmond mines, and the installation of new plaques 
in Burnside.  He will also talk about the publications of the Burnside 
Historical Society such as the Origin of the Street names of Burnside and the 
Photographic Recording of Plaques in Burnside. 

Program of meetings and events for 2013 

MEETINGS of the Burnside Historical Society are held in the Burnside 
Community Centre, corner of Portrush Road and Fisher Street, Tusmore (car park 
and entrance off Fisher Street) at 7.30 pm on the third Monday of the month, 
unless an alternative time or venue is notified.  Admission is free and supper 
provided.  Visitors are most welcome. 
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Richard is a founder member of the BHS.  He has been on the Committee 
continuously since 1981 and has served in all the executive positions.  
Richard led weekend tours for five years and produced the second edition of 
The Origin of the Street Names of Burnside.  He has also conducted guided 
bus tours of Burnside for many years and has just completed an extended 
index to The Paddocks Beneath. His work has been acknowledged by the 
award of Life Membership of the Society in 1989 and a City of Burnside 
Community Award in 2003. 

 
Monday 20—Colin Harris    
Down by the Creek::  Burnside’s first industrial zone 
 
 Part of About Time: South Australia’s History Festival  
 

In the foyer adjacent to the Burnside Library is a large wooden gear wheel, 
believed to be the last physical remnant of the Finnissbrook Watermill.  
Located on Waterfall Gully Creek near the present day church of St John 
Vianney on Glynburn Road, the watermill was South Australia’ s first, having 
been constructed in 1839.  Along with nearby brick quarries, stone quarries 
and – a little later – a cooperage, it gave a distinctive character to the 
locality, Burnside’ s first industrial zone.  

Colin Harris is currently Vice President of our Society.  He is a third 
generation resident of Burnside and a geographer and environmental 
historian by profession.  His address will build on research carried out by 
James Potter for the City of Burnside in 2008. 

               
Monday 17—Kate Walsh 
Flower power: George Smith, an Adelaide landscape gardener 
  

Flower Power focuses on the life and work of an Adelaide Hills landscape 
gardener and nurseryman, George Smith. He was one of a band of gardeners 
and nurserymen who, through their passion for flowers and ornamental trees, 
transformed the physical, visual and cultural landscape of the hills into what 
we might refer to as a ‘re-created England’ . In the decades of the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, George and other gardeners worked for members of 
Adelaide’ s upper classes who built large mansions in park-like settings, in 
the style of grand English estates. He moved in a collaborative yet fiercely 
competitive world. Landscape gardeners took their flowers and their skills 
seriously.  



 7 

 

 

 Kate Walsh is a member of the Professional Historians Association (SA 
Branch) and our own BHS.  From 1985 until retirement in 2008 Kate 
worked as an historian, curator and public programs manager for History 
SA, focusing on South Australia’ s immigration history, and museums and 
collections management. She is currently working on a research project on 
early 20th century Adelaide’ s destitute and mental asylums and the women 
in distress who came under their institutional care. She has also researched 
and published on aspects of the history of the Adelaide Hills.  

  
Monday 15 July— Marcus Beresford 
Future of the Royal Adelaide Hospital Heritage Precinct    

 
The Royal Adelaide Hospital is arguably one of the most significant sites 
of social heritage in South Australia and also contains a suite of 
architecturally significant stripped classical and modernist buildings 
without equal. With the construction of a new hospital to the west, what is 
the future of the current site, which represents such a huge investment of 
wealth, materials and commitment? This presentation will look at some of 
the history and treasures of the site and how it could continue as a major 
community asset. 
Marcus Beresford has been a National Trust of South Australia (NTSA) 
Councillor 2009-2012 and Chairman of the NTSA Natural Heritage 
Committee 2012.  Marcus has had a passion for buildings since doing 
countless childhood drawings of house plans. A Bachelor of Laws and 
Master in Environmental Laws, his career has included 10 years at the Art 
Gallery of SA in public relations and 10 years with the Conservation 
Council of SA as an environmental advocate.  

        
Monday 19 August – Don Goldney 
John Dunn: the father of Mount Barker   
                                    
Monday 16 September – Jim Everett 
Charles Campbell’ s backyard – then and now  
                              
Monday 21 October – Geoffrey Bishop  
Journey in wine: 125 Years of Angove Family Winemakers  
          
Monday 18 November - Members: Anne Both, Meredith Ide and Jan 
Thornton 
Memory Chains - Oral History Project 2012-13                             
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Day trip 

 A visit to historic Willunga - in September 

Plans are being developed for a day trip to Willunga with visits to various 
National Trust places of interest. With bus, food and entry fees, the 
estimated cost will be around $60.   National Trust members will pay a 
reduced rate of entry at National Trust properties. 

South Coast Regional Tour 
13-14 October 2012 

At 9 am on the Saturday 24 members of the Burnside Historical Society departed 
from the Community Centre.  We were entering the realms of erudite knowledge, 
good humour, superb organisation and courtesy, the hallmarks of our Society’ s 
historical trips, and particularly so when Colin Harris, Past President, is our 
Leader, ably assisted by Newsletter Editor Elaine Smyth. 

Perfect weather accompanied us on the trip, our first stop being a delicious and 
generous morning tea at Mount Compass Golf Club, with country hospitality 
being paramount.  After such sustenance, we were able to deal with a board walk 
around the impressive Mount Compass School wetlands. 

We then travelled to Tooperang, where one of our number, Walter Silzer, told us 
of his life as a dairy farmer in that district for many years.  Walter also arranged 
for us to visit his former neighbour, and see a ‘dairy in the round’ , where some 
800 to 1,000 cows are milked at a time.  Walter also demonstrated that he had not 
lost his ‘milking touch’ , as he explained various techniques to we city folk. 

Ross Both also added to our knowledge at various points along the way when he 
told us about local geological features.  In addition, other members, including 
Glen Woodward and Sally Hopton, contributed some personal reminiscences 
during the weekend, all being of intriguing interest. 

Lunch at Hector’ s on the Wharf  at Goolwa gave us a chance to comment on what 
we had experienced that morning, and anticipate further treats ahead.  These 
included a tour of Hindmarsh Island and the Murray Mouth, as well as the 
memorial to Captain Barker.  On arrival at our accommodation (Goolwa Central 
Motel), we had the choice of a quick ‘siesta’  (for most of us) or an equally quick 
walk around the town (for the energetic), before heading off to dinner at The 
Landing on Hindmarsh Island.  
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Apology: omission in December 2013, Newsletter, Vol 32, No 4 

On page 11 the author of the article, Sandra Lachlan, was inadvertently omitted.  

A magical evening enhanced by lights reflected on the water, the sharing of laughs 
and talks, food and drink.  A presentation was made to Colin by our President, 
Meredith Ide, as a small token of thanks for the magnificent work he had done to 
provide such a fulfilling occasion for all of us. 

Next day saw us ready to depart from Goolwa at 9 am, en route to Middleton to 
view the old flour Mill and the purpose-built guest house Mindacowie.  Arrival at 
our next stop, Horseshoe Bay, Port Elliot, provided an ideal landscape for talks on 
early shipping in the area (including shipwrecks) and the more recent recreational 
uses.  From there we travelled to Warland Reserve, Victor Harbor where, after 
Morning Tea from the coach, we had an optional visit to either the Whale Centre or 
the Museum, or just to observe the very vital Sunday morning community 
atmosphere. 

Yet again a different venue The Anchorage at Victor Harbor presented a ‘step back 
in time’  for our lunch, being one of the few remaining original guest-houses in the 
town.  And its ‘olde world’  elegance provided a charming setting for our final meal 
of the trip.    We then viewed some other aspects of the history of Victor Harbor, 
including the remains of the old Mill, Yilki, and the Tabernacle site, all familiar 
sights to many of us who had spend countless holidays in the town in our younger 
days, without necessarily knowing the history! 

Then to Parawa, on the Range Road, midway between Victor Harbor and Cape 
Jervis, where we observed how the surrounding landscape has been changed by 
vegetation clearance and land development in the past half century.  Afternoon tea 
from the coach was at the magnificent Deep Creek Conservation Park, only visited 
previously by a few members.  The Park was a ‘little bit of heaven’  with its 
magnificent Stringybark Forest Walk, bird life, and tranquillity. 

The trip back to Adelaide offered further delights with views of the scenic Willunga
-Sellicks escarpment, one of the few places we saw which has hardly changed since 
European settlement.   

The joys of this trip were enhanced by Colin’ s copious and professional notes in 
book form for present and future reference, and also a copy to each of us of the SA 
Tourist Bureau’ s ‘Fleurieu Peninsula’  publication.  Local history is not just 
‘learning’  about our own history, but it is also fun and fascinating, as this BHS trip 
proved once again. 

Elizabeth Rogers, OAM 
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Burnside’s heritage – one lost & one retained 

 

Sharp-eyed Society members may have seen a public notice in The Advertiser of 21 
December 2012 dealing with several South Australian Heritage Register matters.  
Two of the matters relate to heritage places within the City of Burnside. 

One amounts to a loss for heritage conservation, the notice advising in formal terms 
that the provisional entry of Eastwood Lodge, the former Nurses Home at Glenside 
Hospital, has been removed from the Register.  Members may recall that several 
years ago we ran an article on the heritage values of the Lodge (Newsletter V. 29 p. 
17 September 2009) and subsequently the South Australian Heritage Council gave 
it provisional protection with a listing under the Heritage Places Act 1993.  That 
provisional protection has now been removed and it is almost certain that Eastwood 
Lodge will be demolished.  As pointed out by Marcus Beresford, a champion of 
efforts to protect the Lodge, this demonstrates one of the weaknesses of heritage 
protection in this State – the State Government has the sometimes conflicting roles 
of both poacher and gamekeeper.  On the one hand it regulates and protects 
heritage places, but on the other it can remove that protection if a heritage place 
gets in the way of development – and this is what has happened at Glenside 
Hospital. 

A happier outcome listed in the same public notice is that the 1840s Magill Stone 
Mines have been re-confirmed as a heritage place on the State Heritage Register.  
The Mines were originally listed in 1988 because of their highly unusual character 
as underground stone mines.  Underground mining is expensive and relatively low 
value stone, in contrast to higher value minerals, is almost invariably extracted 
through open-cut quarries.  At the time of the original listing in the 1980s there 
was some confusion about the precise location of the mines in relation to allotment 
boundaries and it was later discovered that some mines were left out of the 
definition, whilst allotments with no mines were included.  It was an untidy 
situation and after a detailed investigation and report to the Heritage Council it was 
decided to reconfirm the original listing, but with corrected boundaries.  

Whilst this is to be welcomed, it remains a fact that the most outstanding of the 
underground mines is on privately owned land.  It had originally been intended to 
include this mine in the City of Burnside’ s Magill Stone Mines Reserve, but 
because of the confusion referred to above it finished up just beyond the reserve 
boundaries.  The mine is protected by the State Heritage listing, but the public 
cannot legally access it.  The City of Burnside has talked from to time to time about 
a land swap to correct this situation, but there has been no progress to date.  

Colin Harris, PSM 
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BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 
 

NOMINATION FORM 

 The following member is nominated to serve on the Committee: 
  

Nominee ……………………………………………………………… 
  
Address ………………………………………………………………. 
  
Telephone ………………………. 
  
Committee position ……………………………………….... 
  
For the term of office between ………….. and …………… 

(e.g. between 2013 and 2014) 
 

*********************************************************** 

I agree to accept nomination for the above position: 

  

Signature of nominee ……………………………… 

  

Proposed by … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … ... 

  

Seconded by … … … … … … … … … … … … … … … …  

* Each year the following are elected for a one-year term: 
        President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
 

* Three Committee Members are elected each alternate year for a two- year 
term 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Notice is hereby given that the 32nd Annual General Meeting of the Burnside 
Historical Society Inc. will be held in the Burnside Community Centre on 
Monday 15 April 2013, at 7.30 pm.   

  

A G E N D A 
1. Welcome 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of AGM held on 16/4/2012 (previously confirmed) 
4. President’ s Report 
5. Treasurer’ s Report 
6. Determination of Subscription Fees for 2013-14 
7. Election of the Committee for 2013-14 
8. Election of the Auditor for 2013-14 
9. Any other business 
10. Close of meeting 

  

The current Committee (elected at the previous AGM) consists of: 

President  * Meredith Ide, JP 
Vice-President * Colin Harris, PSM 
Secretary  * Sandra Lachlan 
Treasurer  * Richard House 
Other Members:    Margaret Beare 
                               Anne Both 
                            * Glen Cowley 
                               John Love 
   * June Ward 
  

In accordance with Paragraph 8.1 of the Society’ s Constitution, all of those 
marked with an asterisk above – the President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and three other Committee Members – must retire, but are eligible for re
-election.  Please talk to any of those listed if you have an interest in joining the 
Committee.  
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Burnside War Memorial Hospital Inc. 
Monday 19 November 2012 

 

An excellent, concise history of our local Living Memorial, to ‘the sacrifice made 
by those who fought and died in the Second World War’  was presented by the 
hospital’ s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Mr Nick Warden.  

He quoted author Dudley Coleman’ s statement from the 1940s as ‘Burnside 
(Council’ s) greatest project associated with WW2, one of the most ambitious public 
enterprises undertaken in the city’ .  Mayor Phillip Claridge knew Mr Otto von 
Rieben, the owner of Attunga on Kensington Road, and discussed the proposal to 
build a memorial hospital.  In 1944 Mr von Rieben’ s offer of his home Attunga, to 
the Council was accepted.  Council then began to consider fund raising possibilities 
and hospital plans via a competition for SA architects.  Three carnivals were held in 
the grounds from 1944 (attended by some in the audience).  By 1948, Council 
realized that their vision of a 100 bed hospital was not achievable, and Attunga 
became a convalescent home in 1949.     

Fund raising continued in the difficult post-war conditions and in 1951, the 
Council’ s first meeting with the Government was not encouraging.  Plans were re-
drawn for a 40-bed facility, but by 1954 there was a funding shortfall – costs were 
increasing.  In 1955 tenders were called for a 45-bed hospital and Fricker Bros. 
were the successful tenderers.  The official opening on 26 September 1956 attracted 
around three hundred guests. 

Nick Warden was appointed as the hospital’ s first CEO in 1984.  There have been 
numerous phases of additions and re-development over the years.  Initially patients 
were mainly admitted to wards, but time has produced changes and 65% of patients 
now undergo same-day procedures.  The staff consist of visiting medical officers 
(500 accredited, 200 active); others – 300 (most part/time or casual).  Today, 
Volunteer Services contribute through 70 persons. 

 

 

 

 

Photo 2013 
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In concluding, Mr. Warden presented a table to show comparisons between the 
hospital in 1962 and 2012. 

 
 Barbara Parker, PSM 

  1962 2012 
Bed capacity 45 78 
Births 415 1,175 
Patients treated 1,670 12,300 
Operations 500 8,417 
Donations $1,800 $160,000 

(Foundation) 
Salaries & Wages $93,000 $16,087,000 

Different fortunes 150 years ago – McDouall Stuart and 
Burke and Wills 
Member Rick Moore, President of the McDouall Stuart Society, was unable to 
come to our January 21 meeting as he was attending a McDouall Stuart Society 
descendant’ s dinner, held to commemorate 150 years to the day, the successful 
return of Stuart’ s successful crossing of the continent. 

In stark contrast, on the same date as Stuart’ s celebrations in 1863, a public funeral 
for Burke and Wills was held in Melbourne. Some estimated that three-quarters of 
the city's population watched the funeral procession, an extraordinary outpouring 
of public grief. 

 On 8 December 2012, Glen Woodward, Geoff and Geraldine Treloar and Mere-
dith Ide travelled to Penwortham to witness a re-enactment of the return of Burke 
and Wills bodies. The escort party stopped along the route, including at Clare. We 
gathered at John Horrocks’  Cottage where the camels and horses received food 
and water. Locals from various historical societies and other organisations, met 
with visitors for an evening meal and entertainment.  

Meredith Ide  
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MURRAY HOUSE 
Anyone travelling either north or south along St Bernards Road in Magill cannot 
fail to notice the imposing 19th century dwelling Murray House, centrepiece of the 
Magill Campus of the University of South Australia.  In full view of the main road 
and built on the northern banks of Third Creek  it is a fine example of the many 
stately homes built along the watercourses of our eastern foothills.    

As the name implies, it was the family seat of the Murray family, Alexander 
Borthwick Murray having moved to South Australia from Dumfriesshire in 
Scotland in 1838.  Murray became a highly successful pastoralist and developed 
Murray House as a city base after he had been elected to Parliament.  Prominent in 
his own right, AB Murray was subsequently eclipsed by his son, Sir George 
Murray, variously Chancellor of the University of Adelaide (1916-42), Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court (1917-42) and Lieutenant Governor of South 
Australia (1917-42).  An outstanding record by any standard.  After George 
Murray’ s death in 1942 the House remained in private hands until 1968 when it 
was acquired by the State Government.  Several years later it became the nucleus 
of the newly established Murray Park College of Advanced Education and in 1991 
– after many institutional mergers, reorganisations and name changes – it became 
part of the University of South Australia. 

Burnside Historical Society member and University of South Australia academic 
Mrs Diana Chessell has now written a history of Murray House, Murray House 
and its Scholastic Traditions (University of South Australia, 2012, 57 pp. pb).  It is 
an absorbing read with much well-documented research into the House, the 
Murray family and the outstanding scholastic and legal contributions of Sir George 
Murray.  For those interested in more recent history it also documents the 
scholastic role of Murray House as the academic headquarters of the Magill 
Campus of the University of South Australia. 

Diana has kindly donated a copy to our Society and anyone interested in reading it 
should approach our President, Meredith Ide.  Alternatively, a copy is housed in 
the Burnside Library.  Although professionally produced, the book is not intended 
for sale through normal retail outlets.  Only limited copies are available and any 
enquiries should be directed to Ms L Edwards at Murray House. 

Colin Harris, PSM 
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Oral History Project - Historical Society of South 
Australia Grant 2012-13 

 
The Society’ s recent application for an Oral History Project grant has been 
successful.  The $500 grant from the Historical Society of South Australia will be 
used to conduct interviews with residents during the year-long project, Memory 
Chains: living – working – playing in the City of Burnside (1945-65).   

The purpose of the project is to preserve the memories of twelve residents who were 
living within the City of Burnside area during the 1945-65 period. The interviewers 
are Society members Anne Both, Jan Thornton and Meredith Ide. The grant will be 
used for stationery, telephone and postage and replication and printing of interviews 
onto appropriate quality electronic storage materials. If our own funds permit, we 
hope to organise transcription of two interviews. 

By recording the interviews, the knowledge of the residents’  experiences and lives 
can be retained.  With their concurrence, their stories can be made available through 
the State Library of South Australia’ s J.D. Somerville Oral History Collection and 
the Local History Collection in the Burnside Library. The project will facilitate 
intergenerational understanding, with students and researchers accessing the 
recordings. The project is aimed at helping strengthen community, enriching the 
lives of those participating in the process while emphasising the value placed on 
memories.  
 
Some of the interviews may provide additional information for the self-guided 
walks brochures for seven areas of the City of Burnside – an ongoing collaboration 
of the Society with the Burnside Council. 

Meredith Ide 

The Biennial National Conference of the Oral History Association 
of Australia and the 21st State History Conference will be jointly 
hosted by the University of South Australia 21-24 September 2013.  
It will be held at the City West Campus.  For further details contact 
Mandy Paul, Senior Curator, History SA, mpaul@history.sa.gov.au  

Recently, a member of the Mt Lofty and Districts Historical Society sent an 
enquiry to the BHS website offering copies of the 1881 and 1882 sales of land in 
the subdivision of Knoxville. Fixed to masonite and framed, they were found by 
Mr Adrian Dormer under a house at Aldgate which was to be demolished. When 
they are delivered to the Society, probably during History Month in May, we will 
pass them on to the Local History Collection in the Burnside Library.  
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Survey of Plaques in the City of Burnside Project 

 
David Reid, Geoffrey Treloar and son Andrew, and Barbara Parker contributed to 
the three volumes describing in words and photographs the location and details of 
plaques from 1986-95.  Many plaques have been installed by Council since then 
and others have gone missing.  Several members with photographic skills and 
another involved in the original project are interested in continuing the project.  
Many of you will be aware that our Society has worked in collaboration with the 
City of Burnside in producing some plaques marking places of significance.  
These have been set in stone and placed on Council land.  Last year the Society 
also worked with the City of Burnside to put together an impressive interpretive 
sign for Bell Yett Reserve, the first of its kind produced in partnership with 
Council. 

We hope to work closely with the Council, in particular, to locate the plaques 
erected since 1995 so that they can be recorded, along with any that have been 
gone missing.  The information forms an important part of our history and the 
plaques help us to share it with the wider public. 

Meredith Ide  

Auldana 

Our Secretary Sandra Lachlan has been researching some of South 
Australia’ s early papers and has extracted the following article from  SA 
Register, Thursday 2 January 1868. 

“A party of about 60 picnicians, consisting principally of the 
young folks connected with the Adelaide Society of the New 
Church, spent an exceedingly pleasant day at Auldana.  By 
permission of the proprietor they were permitted to ramble at 
pleasure over his romantic estate, and they were also hospitably 
entertained at his residence.  Music, singing, and various 
amusements were indulged in to the hearts’  content of all and the 
party returned to town soon after sunset.” 
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OBJECTIVES—The objectives of the Society shall be: 

* to arouse interest in and to promote the study and discussion of Australian and South 
Australian history and in particular, the history of the City of Burnside; 

* to promote the collection, recording, preservation and classification of works, source 
material and artefacts of all kinds relating to Burnside history; 

*  to assist in the protection and preservation of buildings, works and sites of historical 
significance in the City of Burnside; 

* to co-operate with similar societies and other bodies throughout Australia; 
* to do all such other things as are conducive or incidental to the attainment of any of 

the above objectives. 
 
OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 2012-13 
President:   Meredith Ide, JP  (8365 3049) 
Vice-President:  Colin Harris, PSM  (8331 3571) 
Responsible Officer: Richard House   
Secretary:   Sandra Lachlan  (8332 4571) 
Treasurer:   Richard House  (8552 4723) 
Committee: Margaret Beare, Anne Both, Glen Cowley,  
 John Love and June Ward  
 
Newsletter Subcommittee:  
Elaine Smyth, Editor (8332 8019), Peter Davies, Barbara Parker, PSM and 
Elizabeth Rogers, OAM. 
Contributors:  Apart from the Newsletter Subcommittee, we are fortunate to 
have members who contribute and their names appear with articles in the 
relevant issues. 
Distribution Organiser: Shirley Sumerling (8364 3505) 
 
Program Subcommittee: 
Meredith Ide (Chair), Colin Harris, Anne Both and Margaret Beare 
Plaques Subcommittee: 
Colin Harris, Meredith Ide and Sandra Lachlan 
Supper Co-ordinator: Hazel Newton 
 

Meetings of the Society are held in the Burnside Community Centre, corner Portrush 
Road and Fisher Street, Tusmore (car park and entrance off Fisher Street) at 7.30 pm 
on the third Monday of the month unless an alternative time or venue is notified.  
Admission is free, including supper.  Visitors are most welcome. 
 
Membership fees:  are $33 family, and $22 single, due in April each year and may be 
sent to the Treasurer at the Society’ s address (above), paid at a monthly meeting or by 
a direct bank transfer. 

BURNSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC., PO Box 152, Glenside, 5065 
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Disclaimer 
Views and opinions expressed in articles in the Newsletter do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Burnside Historical Society Inc.  While every effort is 
made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed, responsibility is not accepted for 
any errors they may contain that are out of the Society’ s control. 

The Privacy Act 
A member’ s personal information collected by the Society, for example name, 
address and telephone number, will only be used for forwarding of the 
Newsletter and relevant information concerning the Society.  The information 
will not be shared, sold or given to any third party without the member’ s 
consent.   

Any e-mails will be treated as above.  However, any information sent by e-mail 
will be at the sender’ s risk and the Society will not be held responsible for any 
unintended use or disclosure of this information. 

 
Front Cover: 
 

Attunga, circa 1919 

From:  Taylor, Robyn.  The Living Memorial: a History of the Burnside 
War Memorial Hospital Inc.  1998, p 85. 


